
India’s Modi says ties with 
US still ‘very positive’
AFP | New Delhi

Indian Prime Minister Nar-
endra Modi said yesterday 

New Delhi and Washington still 
shared “very positive” ties, after 
US President Donald Trump re-
affirmed their personal friend-
ship and downplayed his earlier 
remarks about “losing India” to 
China.

Trump and Modi have shared 
a strong bond since the US pres-
ident’s first term.

“Deeply appreciate and fully 

reciprocate President Trump’s 
sentiments and positive assess-
ment of our ties,” Modi wrote 
on X, adding that India and the 
United States shared a “very 
positive and forward-looking 
comprehensive and global stra-
tegic partnership”.

Earlier, Trump told reporters 
that he “will always be friends 
with Modi”.

“India and the United States 
have a special relationship. 
There is nothing to worry 
about,” Trump said.

Venezuela’s 
Maduro urges 
dialogue after 
Trump threat

AFP | Washington

Venezuelan leader Nicolas 
Maduro on Friday called 

for dialogue with Washing-
ton, hours after President 
Donald Trump threatened to 
shoot down Venezuelan mil-
itary jets if they pose a danger 
to US forces.

Tensions between the two 
countries soared in recent 
days after the Pentagon ac-
cused Venezuela of buzzing 
its ships in the Caribbean fol-
lowing a deadly US strike on 
an alleged Venezuelan drug 
boat.

“None of the differences we 
have and have had can lead to 
a military conflict,” Maduro 
said in a message broadcast 
on all of Venezuela’s radio and 
television networks.

“Venezuela has always been 
willing to talk, to engage in 
dialogue, but we demand re-
spect,” he added.

As tensions mount, Wash-
ington is deploying F-35 
warplanes to Puerto Rico as 
part of Trump’s war on drug 
cartels.

The 10 aircraft will join US 
warships already present in 
the southern Caribbean as 
Trump steps up pressure on 
Maduro, whom the United 
States accuses of leading a 
drug cartel.

Israel flattens Gaza high-rise 
as it tells residents to flee
Military warns residents to flee south as planned assault on Gaza City approaches

• Second high-rise 
destroyed in 48 hours

• Military warns of 
targeting tall buildings

• Residents told to 
flee to Al-Mawasi

• UN estimates 1 
million people in area

AFP | Jerusalem

An Israeli strike flattened 
a high-rise in Gaza City 
yesterday -- the second in 

as many days -- after the military 
warned people to flee south to a 
“humanitarian zone” ahead of 
a planned offensive to capture 
the area.

Israel has been warning for 
weeks of a new assault on the 
territory’s largest urban centre, 
without issuing a timeline.

It has stepped up air strikes 
in the area and operations on 
the city’s outskirts despite calls 
to abandon the plan, which has 
sparked widespread fears it 
could worsen already-dire hu-
manitarian conditions.

Yesterday, the military an-
nounced it struck a Gaza City 
high-rise, saying “Hamas ter-
rorists installed intelligence 
gathering equipment and posi-
tioned observation posts in the 
building in order to monitor” 
Israeli troops, adding it had tak-
en “measures to mitigate harm 
to civilians”.

Witnesses identified the build-
ing as the Sussi residential tower 
and said it was destroyed, with 
video shared by Israeli Defence 
Minister Israel Katz showing 
the roughly 15-storey structure 
buckling to the ground in a cloud 
of dust and smoke.

“We’re continuing,” Katz said 
in the post, after having shared 
a video the previous day of an-
other Gaza City high-rise being 
destroyed.

The military has said that in 
the coming days it will target 
structures deemed to be used by 
Hamas, particularly tall build-
ings.

It also issued an evacuation 

order for another high-rise yes-
terday, warning of an imminent 
strike and telling people to leave 
to the south.

A military spokesperson had 
earlier called on residents to 
leave the city for Al-Mawasi, 
along the southern coast, where 
the army said humanitarian aid 
and medical care would be pro-
vided.

“Take this opportunity to 
move early to the (Al-Mawasi) 
humanitarian zone and join the 
thousands of people who have 
already gone there,” spokesman 
Avichay Adraee said on social  
media.

Israel first declared Al-Mawasi 
a safe zone early in the war, but 
has carried out repeated strikes 
on it since, saying it targeted 
Hamas fighters hiding among 
civilians.

Gaza City residents said they 
believed it made little difference 
whether they stayed or fled.

“Some say we should evacu-
ate, others say we should stay,” 
said Abdel Nasser Mushtaha, 
48, a resident of the city’s Zeitun 
neighbourhood now sheltering 
in a tent in the Rimal area.

“But everywhere in Gaza there 
are bombings and deaths. For 

the past year-and-a-half, the 
worst bombings that caused 
massacres of civilians have 
been in Al-Mawasi, this so-
called humanitarian zone,” he  
added.

“It no longer makes any dif-
ference to us,” said his daughter 
Samia Mushtaha, 20. “Wherever 
we go, death pursues us, whether 
by bombing or hunger.”

 US in ‘deep negotiation’ 
Israel has faced mounting do-

mestic and international pres-
sure to end the nearly two-year 

war in Gaza.
Its foe Hamas agreed last 

month to a proposal for a 
temporary ceasefire and stag-
gered hostage releases, but Is-
rael has demanded the armed 
group release all the hostages 
at once, disarm and relinquish 
control of Gaza, among other  
conditions.

At the White House on Friday, 
President Donald Trump said the 
United States was in talks with 
Hamas over the captives being 
held in Gaza.

“We’re in very deep negotia-
tion with Hamas,” said Trump. 
“There could be some (hostages) 
that have recently died, is what 
I’m hearing. I hope that’s wrong, 
but you have over 30 bodies in 
this negotiation.”

Armed men took 251 hostages 
during the October 2023 Hamas 
attack on Israel that sparked the 
war. The Israeli military says 
47 remain in Gaza, including 25 
believed to be dead.

“We said let them all out right 
now, let them all out, and much 
better things will happen for 
them,” said Trump. “But if you 
don’t let them all out, it’s going 
to be a tough situation, it’s going 
to be nasty.”

 U.S. President Donald Trump and Indian Prime Minister Narendra Modi meet in the 
Oval Office (file photo)
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New #Ebola outbreak 
in Kasai,  DRC: 15 

deaths, including 4 health 
workers. Humanitarians 
moving fast to support au-
thorities: @WHO engaged, 
rapid response teams de-
ployed, supplies deliv-
ered, surveillance scaled 
up. In awe of courage and 
expertise.

@UNReliefChief

We  we l c o m e  t h e 
#UK’s and other 

European countries’ ef-
forts to lower access and 
consumption of energy 
drinks among youth. We 
call on all countries to 
strengthen their policies 
to protect our children 
from #SilentKillers.

@DrTedros

California has officially 
joined the Northwest 

Wildland Fire Fighting 
Compact to share re-
sources, tech, and exper-
tise. While the Trump Ad-
ministration retreats from 
firefighting, California is 
proud to join forces with 
our neighbors to protect 
our communities.

@CAgovernor

Calling all young lead-
ers: bring your energy 

and ideas to help shape 
the @WorldBank ’s fu-
ture. Apply for the Young 
Professionals Program to 
strengthen our Knowl-
edge Bank, drive digital 
transformation, and deliv-
er impact on the ground.

@AxelVT_WB

 Disclaimer: (Views expressed 
by columnists are personal and 
need not necessarily reflect our 

editorial stances)
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News in brief 
 u Eleven people including children 
were missing after a hippopotamus 
capsized their boat in southwestern 
Ivory Coast, a government official said 
yesterday. The West African nation’s 
minister for national cohesion and 
solidarity, Myss Belmonde Dogo, said 
on her Facebook page that the missing 
included women, little girls and a baby. 
She said the hippopotamus tipped the 
narrow, canoe-like boat over on Friday, as 

it was motoring along the Sassandra River near the town of Buyo. Three people 
survived the incident and were rescued, and “a search is ongoing in the hope of 
finding the missing victims”, she said..

 u Thailand’s next prime 
minister yesterday pledged to 
make good on his promise to 
lead the fractured interim government 
to new polls. Conservative tycoon Anutin 
Charnvirakul was confirmed by parliament 
on Friday, ending a week-long power vacuum 
following the ouster of his predecessor 
Paetongtarn Shinawatra. The construction 
magnate cobbled together a coalition of 
opposition blocs to shut out Pheu Thai, the 
electoral vehicle of the once-dominant Shinawatra dynasty’s patriarch Thaksin.

 u Australian 
police offered Aus$1 
million yesterday for 

the arrest of a gunman who allegedly 
killed two police officers, as a vast 
manhunt entered its 12th day without 
any sightings. Police in the eastern state of 
Victoria said they were putting up the “life-
changing” sum to assist their search for the 
56-year-old fugitive, Desmond Freeman. 
Freeman is accused of opening fire when 

police arrived at his home in Victoria with a search warrant. The shooting killed 
59-year-old detective Neal Thompson and 35-year-old senior constable Vadim De 
Waart. A third officer had surgery after being wounded in the lower body. More 
than 450 police have been searching in vain for the alleged shooter, a reported 
conspiracy theorist who has bush survival skills, after he fled into dense forest by 
the small town of Porepunkah..

Hippo capsizes boat 
in Ivory Coast, 11 missing

Australia offers reward for arrest 
of gunman after police killings

Thailand’s next PM 
reaffirms fresh polls promise

70 1714 1822 1888
Roman army 
under General 
Titus occupies and 
plunders Jerusalem

Treaty of Baden is signed by the Holy Roman 
Empire and France, ending the War of the Spanish 
Succession; France retains Alsace and Landau, 
and Austria gains the east bank of the Rhine

Pedro I, son of King 
John VI, declares Brazil’s 
independence from Portugal 
(Independence Day)

Edith Eleanor McLean is the 
first baby placed in an incubator 
at State Emigrant Hospital on 
Ward’s Island, New York

Israel’s designated 
“humanitarian zone” 

in Al-Mawasi has 
itself been repeatedly 
struck throughout the 

war, despite being 
promoted as a safe 
area for civilians

KNOW WHAT

Versace leads crowds bidding 
farewell to Giorgio Armani

AFP | Milan

Thousands of mourners 
paid homage yesterday to 

Italian fashion legend Gior-
gio Armani, who died this 
week aged 91, as his coffin 
was put on public display in  
Milan.

Italian fashion icon Donatel-
la Versace was among those 
who filed past Armani’s closed 
casket at the headquarters of 
his multi-billion-euro life-
style company, which marked 
its 50th anniversary this  
year.

Adorned with a bouquet 
of white roses, the designer’s 
closed wooden casket was 
laid out in a darkened room 
lit by paper candles, an im-
age of Armani shown on a big  
screen.

The Italian died Thursday 
after months of fragile health 
and will be laid to rest at a pri-
vate funeral on Monday.

Hundreds of people queued 
up for the start of the two-day 
public viewing at the Teatro 
Armani, the company’s min-
imalist but luxurious head-
quarters in Milan.

Among the first mourners 
through the door was a large 
group of Armani staff, all in 
black mourning wear and 
black sunglasses.

“It’s so emotional,” said 
Silvia Albonetti, an Emporio 
Armani saleswoman. “He was 
an incredible man... sometimes 
curt, but human.”.

Tributes have flooded in for 
Armani from across the fash-
ion industry and also Holly-
wood, where his understated 
but exquisitely tailored cre-
ations were beloved of the 
A-list.

Ferrari  chairman John 
Elkann was also among the 
mourners yesterday, many of 
whom were greeted by the cof-
fin by Armani’s partner Pan-
taleo Dell’Orco.

Throughout his remarkable 
career, Armani kept top-to-
bottom control of his company 
as it moved from fashion into 
luxury hotels, cosmetics, ac-
cessories and interiors.

When he died, he was one of 
the richest men in the world, 
with a net worth estimated 
at $11.8 billion, according to 
Forbes magazine.

Seoul says over 300 South Koreans 
held in US battery plant site raid

AFP | London

More than 300 South Ko-
reans were among 475 

people arrested by US immi-
gration officials in a raid on 
a Hyundai-LG battery plant 
being built in the southern US 
state of Georgia, the foreign 
minister in Seoul said yester-
day.

Steven Schrank, a Homeland 
Security Investigations special 
agent in Atlanta, earlier said 
Thursday’s operation was the 
largest single site raid carried 
out so far under US President 
Donald Trump’s nationwide 
anti-migrant drive.

The raid stemmed from a 
“criminal investigation into al-
legations of unlawful employ-
ment practices and serious 
federal crimes” at the Hyun-
dai Motor-LG Energy Solution 

joint venture plant in the town 
of Ellabell, Schrank told re-
porters on Friday.

“This was not an immigra-
tion operation where agents 
went into the premises, round-
ed up folks and put them on 
buses,” he said. “This has been 
a multi-month criminal inves-
tigation.”

Foreign Minister Cho Hyun 
said at an emergency meet-
ing in Seoul that, of the 475 
arrested, “more than 300 are 
believed to be our nationals”.

“We are deeply concerned 
and feel a heavy sense of re-
sponsibility over this matter,” 
Cho said, adding that he would 
go to Washington for talks if 
necessary.

Schrank said that those ar-
rested were “illegally pres-
ent in the United States” and 
“working unlawfully”.

People queue to see the coffin of late Italian fashion designer Giorgio Armani 
lying-in state for two days at the Armani Theatre in Milan as a picture of him 
is seen on a screen

A handout photo shows a raid at a Hyundai facility in Georgia on Thursday

Flexfuels Can Power Future 
Mobility of Bahrain

SRIRAJ KOTA 

Flex fuels or flexible fuels and biofuels are rapidly gaining 
attention around the world today as environmentally 
conscious consumers and carbon-footprint aware gov-

ernments and organisations are increasingly including flex 
fuels in the future policies and planning. Flex fuels are those 
that can be used in automobiles whose engines are designed 
to run on a variety of gasoline-ethanol blends, most commonly 
up to E85 (85% ethanol, 15% gasoline). These engines have 
sensors and control systems that automatically adjust to the 
fuel mixture, optimising performance and emissions for differ-
ent blends. Flex fuel technology needs changes in automotive 
engine design which in turn can help progress towards envi-
ronmentally sustainable transportation.. 

Currently the majority of Bahrain’s transportation needs are 
catered to by fossil fuels. But proactive initiatives by Bahrain 
have also helped in ramp up renewable fuel production, espe-
cially ethanol. Ethanol plays a very vital role in establishing a 
flex fuel system and thanks to policies such as the Renewable 
Energy Law and National Energy Efficiency Action Plan, 
Bahrain has accelerated ethanol production. Moreover the 
increasing demand for renewable fuels and support for sus-
tainable energy has helped encourage advancements in pro-
duction technology which is expected to grow at a significant 
compound annual growth rate of 8.2% between 2024 and 2030. 

Bahrain’s ethanol production is anticipated to progress well 
in the coming years, underpinned by increasing trends towards 
sustainability and technological advancements in biofuel pro-
duction. Expanding feedstock diversification and continual 
innovation in processing techniques present significant op-
portunities for ethanol. Additionally, ongoing governmental 
support and rising local demand for cleaner fuel alternatives 
position the market future positively, despite potential chal-
lenges in raw material supply. 

In order for a renewable fuel to successfully emerge as a via-
ble and sustainable alternative to fossil fuel, the steady supply 
of the same is critical. In light of the inherent supply challenges 
existing in ethanol, Bahrain has done well to align its focus on 
used cooking oil (UCO) and date palm waste (DPW) to turn them 
zero-carbon diesel alternative and biofuel respectively. Purely 
from uninterrupted supply point of view, the locally produced 
and environmentally friendly fuel sources such as UCO and 
DPW are the need of the hour. Scientific studies have shown 
the possibility of extracting biofuel oil from the nuclei of date 
palms, a resource-rich waste product in Bahrain, suggesting 
a path for local biofuel production from agricultural waste.

(The views and opinions expressed in this article are those 
of the author and do not necessarily reflect the official policy 
or position of the Daily Tribune)

Children search for salvage at the mound of rubble at the site of the collapsed Sussi Tower

US Navy SEALs botched secret 
2019 mission in North Korea: report
AFP | Washington

Elite US Navy SEALs launched 
an audacious operation in 

2019 to plant a listening device 
in North Korea to spy on the 
country’s reclusive leader Kim 
Jong Un, the New York Times 
reported Friday, but the mission 
quickly unraveled and culmi-
nated in the deaths of multiple 
civilians.

The operation came in the 
first administration of President 
Donald Trump during sensitive 
nuclear talks with Kim, whom 
the US leader met three times.

The mission was considered 
so risky that it required direct 
presidential approval, the Times 
said, but Trump insisted Friday 
he had no knowledge of the op-
eration.

“I don’t know anything about 
it. I’m hearing it now for the 
first time,” the president told 
journalists.

Despite months of practice, 
the mission still went horribly 
wrong, the Times reported.

The SEALs -- from the same 
unit that killed Osama bin Lad-

en in 2011 -- approached North 
Korea in mini-submarines that 
exposed them to frigid water 
for hours, then swam ashore, 
according to the newspaper, 
which interviewed two dozen 
people to piece together the ac-
count.

The special forces personnel 
thought they were alone, but 
didn’t see a small boat in the 
area.

The boat later approached 

the mini-subs, with the crew 
carrying flashlights. One person 
jumped into the water.

Thinking the mission was 
compromised, the senior en-
listed SEAL ashore opened fire 
on the boat, as did the others 
with him.

When they reached the boat, 
they found two or three bodies, 
but no guns or uniforms: the 
dead were apparently civilians 
who were diving for shellfish.

The United States is deploying 10 
F-35 fighter jets to Puerto Rico

C A P T A I N ’ S  C O R N E R

Matching training to the 
21st century workplace

CAPTAIN MAHMOOD AL MAHMOOD

The tiny Egyptian clover bird lives with the fearsome Nile 
crocodile, entering its mouth to clean it’s teeth for food 
and parasites. It is one creature that the croc never tries 

to crush between its powerful jaws. Sometime back, I remem-
ber seeing a cartoon in a HR magazine about inappropriate 
training, where a penguin trainee is standing on the back of 
the croc, saying “They said there was dental work to be learnt 
here.” It was a funny and honest comment on some of the train-
ing schemes that young people undergo through government 
schemes – training that takes no account of the skills of the 
trainee or the market needs. 

As we enter the new academic year for schools, colleg-
es and polytechnics, every institution is aligned to make 
the most of changing workplace trends and technology, to 
equip students of today for the future. While the efforts 
are well-intended, I find that they are not backed by ex-
tensive and rigorous research that will help shape the ped-
agogy of our educational institutions and also attitudes.  
As an Arab culture, our society still places emphasis on how 
parents guide their children. Most parents are fixated on the 
CED formula - civil services, engineering and doctor (medi-
cine). But the world has changed enormously since our times 
and even my children’s teenage years. I read somewhere 
that the children entering kindergarten today, will find 50% 
new kinds of work that does not even exist today. We have 
seen this even in our time – would you have taken careers 
in gaming design or fitness or event management seriously 
for your kids? But parents today have to change their per-
spective and look at these options also for their children.  
And so should educational and training institutions and min-
istries such as the Ministry of Labour – the old order has most 
definitely given way to the new and unless all the stakehold-
ers are aligned, we cannot make the future of our children a 
winning one. 

(Captain Mahmood Al Mahmood is the Editor-in-Chief 
of The Daily Tribune and the President of the Arab-African 
Unity Organisation for Relief, Human Rights and Counter-
terrorism)

US Navy SEALs perform training in adverse conditions in Alaska


