
Environmental 
disaster looms as 

tanker leaks off Oman

AFP | Dubai

Oman is facing an impend-
ing environmental ca-

tastrophe as an alleged Rus-
sian shadow fleet tanker leaks 
oil across hundreds of square 
kilometres near a nature re-
serve, NGOs warn.

The ship was rocked by ex-
plosions, a maritime security 
firm said, but the cause of the 
blasts is unclear.

Russia has built up a ghost 
fleet of old ships with opaque 
ownership to get around West-
ern sanctions since its 2022 
Ukraine invasion, and experts 
have said the vessels’ poor con-
dition increases the risk of oil 
spills.

Satellite imagery showed 
what appeared to be an oil 
slick spreading from a ship 
that has been stranded for 
over a month near al-Qibliyyah 
island, off Oman’s southern 
coast.

It is far from the Strait of 
Hormuz, which has seen reg-
ular tanker attacks in the Mid-
dle East war.

“With oil apparently con-
tinuing to leak and the vessel 
stranded in a difficult location, 
the risk of an even larger en-
vironmental disaster remains 
serious,” Nina Noelle of Green-
peace said.

She warned of a “severe and 
long-lasting” consequence.

Greenpeace said the oil 
sheen had expanded from up 
to 20 square kilometres on July 
24 to an estimated 600 on Au-
gust 4, according to satellite 
imagery it reviewed.

Environmental open-source 
investigator Wim Zwijnen-
burg, from Dutch peace organ-

isation PAX, gave the same es-
timate for the August 4 sheen.

Kpler data showed that the 
Caroline Bezengi, which is 
believed to be the ship leak-
ing off Oman, loaded one mil-
lion barrels of crude oil at the 
Russian Black Sea terminal of 
Sheskharis on May 11.

It still had the oil when its 
last signal was recorded a 
month later.

Large stretches of the is-
land’s shoreline appear affect-
ed and “additional oil slicks 
extend far out to sea, further 
polluting and damaging this 
protected marine ecosystem”, 
Noelle said.

Zwijnenburg added that “a 
complete break of the ship can 
cause a regional environmen-
tal catastrophe, affecting both 
the lives of Omani fishing com-
munities and the wider marine 
and island biodiversity”.

Last year, Oman established 
a marine reserve around the 
al-Hallaniyat islands, which 
include al-Qibliyyah and are 
home to diverse marine life 
including rare sea turtles.

US Senate panel votes to hold top 
Covid expert Fauci in contempt

Democrats condemn vote as legally flawed while Justice Department decision now looms

• Senate Committee 
backs contempt vote

• Fauci invokes 
Fifth Amendment

• Paul alleges 
Covid cover-up

AFP | Washington

A Republican-led US Senate 
committee yesterday vot-
ed to hold the country’s 

former top infectious diseases of-
ficial Anthony Fauci in contempt 
of Congress, in an escalation of 
efforts to blame him for potential 
Covid-19 pandemic missteps.

On the advice of his lawyers, 
Fauci last week had invoked his 
constitutional right to stay si-
lent to prevent self-incrimination 
under antagonistic questioning 
from Republican senators, as 
they probed him over unsubstan-
tiated claims that the origins of 
the pandemic were covered up.

The party-line vote advanc-
es the extraordinary effort to 
prosecute the 85-year-old career 
government scientist, who spent 
decades as the nation’s top ex-
pert in infectious diseases.

It stems from an initiative 
by Republican Senator Rand 
Paul, who had subpoenaed the 
now-retired Fauci to testify be-
fore the Senate Homeland Secu-

rity Committee.
Prior to the hearing, Paul re-

leased thousands of pages of the 
immunologist’s personal diary.

Fauci indicated his lawyers be-
lieved Paul intended to entrap 
him in a slip-up that could result 
in perjury charges, so Fauci opt-
ed to invoke his Fifth Amend-
ment right not to answer.

Paul, the committee’s chair-
man, has signaled he intends 
to send the panel’s recommen-
dation straight to the Justice 
Department, which can decide 

whether to take the case.
Contempt resolutions general-

ly go through the full Senate, and 
bypassing that route would bring 
fresh scrutiny on accusations 
that President Donald Trump’s 
administration aims to persecute 
its perceived political foes.

Democrats on the panel voiced 
their disdain over the vote, with 
Senator Gary Peters accusing 
Paul of a “rushed investigation.”

He said the vote could “harm 
our ability to conduct future 
investigations and disregards 

constitutional protections long 
recognized by the US Senate, all 
without making a reliable case 
that there is a legal basis for hold-
ing Dr Fauci in contempt.”

 Legal maze ahead 
Paul has charged that under 

Fauci’s watch at the National In-
stitute of Allergy and Infectious 
Diseases, the US-funded “gain-
of-function” research in China 
triggered the spread of Covid-19.

The senator insists Fauci lied 
about that to Congress, an alle-
gation which he has repeatedly 
denied.

More than six years after the 
pandemic’s onset, the debate 
over whether Covid-19 leaked 

from a lab remains intense. Fauci 
has maintained that the virus had 
natural origins, even if he’s said 
he is open to the idea of a lab  
leak.

Paul now says that Fauci is in-
eligible for protection under the 
Fifth Amendment, because for-
mer president Joe Biden grant-
ed the doctor an unconditional 
pardon for public service actions 
dating from 2014 through Janu-
ary 19, 2025.

Republicans say the pardon 
already protected him from per-
jury.

But law scholars are split on 
the issue that opens the door to 
a murky legal maze pitting the 
reach of a presidential pardon 
against the scope of the Fifth 
Amendment.

Law professor Tracey Mac-
lin of the University of Florida 
told AFP that if the Senate panel 
had truly wanted Fauci to speak 
frankly, they would have offered 
him immunity.

Several Democrats yesterday 
had unsuccessfully pushed for 
a delay on the vote, arguing that 
the panel should hear from legal 
experts.

Two Trump advisers dating to 
the president’s first term, Ste-
ve Bannon and Peter Navarro, 
served time in prison for failing 
to comply with congressional 
subpoenas.

But they did not plead the 
Fifth, opting instead to refuse 
to appear.

Landslides kill 
at least four 
in northern 
Philippines

AFP | Manila

Landslides in the Philip-
pines killed four people, 

authorities said yesterday, 
as heavy rains driven by a 
tropical depression raked 
the country’s north and 
forced school closures.

The archipelago nation’s 
main island Luzon has been 
battered by heavy rains over 
the past four days.

Government offices and 
schools were ordered closed 
in the capital and across a 
swathe of northern provinc-
es due to the rain.

In Benguet province, a 
six-hour drive north of Ma-
nila, a hillside gave way and 
collapsed on a small res-
taurant yesterday, burying 
three employees who had 
been in the kitchen.

“One is alive. Two were 
dead on the spot,” Colonel 
Dionisio Bonoy of the Ben-
guet provincial police told 
reporters.

“At 10:00 am (0200 GMT), 
the survivor was retrieved. 
That was our priority earli-
er. With the help of God, we 
hope he survives.”

Trump denies 
weapon shortages

White House denies clash with Pentagon chief

• Trump asserts US 
holds vast munitions 
stockpiles

• Threatens jail for 
alleged leakers

• Rejects reports of 
depleted stockpile

• White House brands 
coverage fake news

AFP | Washington

President Donald Trump 
said yesterday the United 
States has a vast supply of 

munitions and threatened those 
who suggested otherwise with 
jail terms as his frustration with 
the Iran war boiled over.

The Republican leader lashed 
out on his Truth Social platform 
at media reports about the dwin-
dling weapons stockpile, say-
ing that the United States has 
“massive amounts of ‘munitions’ 
especially of certain types,” with-
out giving further detail.

“Additionally, large amounts 

are being manufactured and 
shipped to the US as needed. 
Defense companies are building 
the largest number of plants and 
factories in our country’s histo-
ry,” he said.

The Washington Post reported 
that Trump demanded answers 
about the munitions shortages 
from Pentagon chief Pete Heg-
seth last Friday, when they at-
tended a cabinet meeting at the 
Camp David presidential retreat.

Trump told Hegseth that he 
thought the munitions issue “had 
been fixed,” the Post reported, 
citing two unidentified sources 
familiar with the exchange.

Trump railed against the me-
dia reports, threatening yester-
day that “the ‘leakers’ of these 

treasonous statements are be-
ing hunted down” and “Long 
term jail sentences will be  
sought!”

CNN also reported that short-
ages of long-range guided mis-
siles and air-defense intercep-
tors had affected Trump’s strate-
gy in the conflict with Iran, with 
the US military having “nearly 
exhausted 80%” of its stock of 
THAAD interceptors.

The Post also said that the 
shortages led Trump to call off 
fresh strikes against Iran, despite 
having threatened to hit the Is-
lamic republic “very hard”.

White House press secretary 
Karoline Leavitt branded cover-
age of the exchange with Heg-
seth “FAKE NEWS!”

“I was at Camp David with 
president Trump and Secretary 
Hegseth. This literally never 
happened,” she wrote on X.

Chief Pentagon spokesperson 
Sean Parnell said the reports 
about Trump’s clash with Heg-
seth and the weapons shortages 
were “equally fictional.”

Iran’s foreign ministry has de-
nied there are any negotiations 
under way with Washington, 
even as Trump said Tehran was 
keen for a deal.

India approves $2.5 billion scheme to boost biogas output
AFP | New Delhi

India approved a $2.5 billion 
biogas programme to sharply 

expand domestic clean fuel pro-
duction yesterday.

A government statement said 
the latest National Circular Bi-
oenergy Scheme “marks a de-
fining moment in India’s clean 
energy journey”.

It will back waste collection, 
manure processing and the 
expansion of existing biogas 
plants.

“It will transform the coun-
try’s abundant agricultural res-
idue, cattle dung, press mud 
(sugar cane waste), municipal 

organic waste and other bio-
mass resources into clean fuel, 
organic manure, rural income 
and national economic value,” 
the statement said.

India -- the world’s most pop-
ulous nation, has pushed large-
scale biogas production as part 
of a bid to achieve carbon neu-
trality by 2070.

Since the 1980s, it has also 
promoted biogas as a low-cost 
rural energy source, subsidis-
ing more than five million “di-
gester” units that convert farm 
waste into methane for cooking, 
and nitrogen-rich slurry for fer-
tiliser.

India has subsidised 
more than five million 
rural biogas digesters 

since the 1980s, 
converting farm waste 
into cooking fuel and 

fertiliser
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80%
of US THAAD interceptor 

stock was reported by 
CNN to have been nearly 

exhausted

The protected islands 
host rare Arabian Sea 

humpback whales, 
nesting sea turtles, 
migratory seabirds, 

coral reefs and 
seagrass meadows
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Our hearts are heavy 
today. LVMPD Officer 

Austin Abdelnabi was 
killed in the line of duty 
while answering a call 
to protect this commu-
nity. A Marine veteran, a 
husband, and a man who 
showed up every day for 
the people of Las Vegas. 
This hits close to home 
because it happened in 
my hometown. To his 
wife Sage, his family, and 
every member of Metro 
— we stand with you. We 
are grateful for his service 
and we will not forget his 
sacrifice. Rest easy, Of-
ficer. -DKP

@FBIDirectorKash

We mark the 81st 
anniversary of the 

atomic bombing of Hi-
roshima at a time when 
nuclear sabers are rattled 
once again in the name 
of power & coercion. 
But peace is not secured 
through fear & might. It’s 
built through trust, diplo-
macy, international coop-
eration & an unwavering 
commitment to interna-
tional law. Let’s choose 
dialogue over division & 
cooperation over confron-
tation to move closer to a 
world where the tragedy 
of Hiroshima is never re-
peated.

@antonioguterres

The severe threat of 
#ElNiño is growing 

around the world, includ-
ing in #Uganda. Millions 
of people are at risk of 
slipping into worse hun-
ger. @WFP and partners 
are acting early to help 
communities prepare, but 
more resources are need-
ed to scale up.

@WFPChief

 Disclaimer: (Views expressed 
by columnists are personal and 
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Senator Paul released 
thousands of pages of 
Fauci’s personal diary 
before the hearing — a 
move Fauci’s lawyers 

interpreted as a 
deliberate attempt to 
provoke a slip-up that 
could expose him to 
perjury charges
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Rescuers working at a landslide 
site

Australia 
politician 
admits texting 
‘my job is 
boring’ during 
meeting
AFP | Sydney

An Australian politician 
has been left red-faced 

after being forced to admit 
yesterday he texted “my job 
is boring” and an expletive 
to a contact during a meet-
ing.

Mark Parton -- who leads 
the opposition Liberal Par-
ty in the Australian Capital 
Territory -- was subject this 
week to a complaint alleg-
ing he sent the message to 
a sex worker, local media 
reported.

“And f--- my job is bor-
ing. Wanna swap,” Parton 
reportedly wrote, accompa-
nied by a picture of a com-
mittee meeting last month, 
according to the Canberra 
Times.

After initially denying 
the complaint in full as 
a “smear”, he told jour-
nalists yesterday that he 
did send the text but de-
nied that it was to a sex  
worker.
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Ming Dynasty Chinese 
military general Cao Qin 
stages a coup against 
the Tianshun Emperor

US deploys troops 
to Saudi Arabia, 
beginning Operation 
Desert Shield

Iraqi government forces slaughter over 
3,000 Assyrians in the village of Simele 
in northern Iraq, commemorated as 
Assyrian Martyrs Day

Tokyo Telecommunications 
Engineering, the precursor 
to Sony, begins selling its first 
transistor radios in Japan

President Donald Trump takes a look at a Lockheed Martin THAAD anti-ballistic missile launcher (file photo)

Residents pour cow dung into their biogas plant at a village in Uttar Pradesh

Explosive drone found near 
Ukrainian plane at German airport

AFP | Berlin

German police raised the 
alarm at an airport over-

night after an explosives-lad-
en drone was found near a 
Ukrainian cargo plane and an-
other aircraft collided with an 
unknown flying object nearby 
before landing safely.

All flights to Leipzig-Halle 
airport were diverted for 
several hours from around 
midnight as police deployed 
a bomb-disposal robot to re-
move the detonator from the 
explosive in the unmanned 
aerial vehicle (UAV) found on 
the tarmac.

The airport in eastern Ger-

many plays a key role in the 
transport of military goods by 
the German armed forces and 
NATO allies. It also serves as 
a base for Ukraine’s Antonov 
Airlines.

Video footage from a local 
news agency showed the bomb 
disposal robot near an An-
tonov plane painted with the 
yellow and blue of the Ukrain-
ian flag. The words “Be Brave 
Like Kherson” were written 
on the side -- a reference to a 
Ukrainian region battered by 
Russian strikes.

Ukraine’s ambassador to 
Germany Oleksii Makeiev 
blamed Moscow. “Who else 
could it be but Russia?” he said 
on Welt TV.

Israeli settlers attack West Bank 
Palestinian community, burn homes
AFP | Khirbet al-Tuba

Israeli settlers attacked a small 
Palestinian community in the 

West Bank, injuring people, de-
stroying homes and smashing 
their power source, the military 
and residents said yesterday, in 
the latest in a spate of violent 
confrontations.

Journalists in remote Khirbet 
Al-Tuba saw buildings black-
ened by fire and smoke, the inte-
riors of three homes completely 
burned and graffiti in Hebrew 
spray-painted on remaining 
structures.

The dozen solar panels the 
isolated southern communi-
ty relies on for power had also 
been smashed to render them 
unusable.

The Israeli military said it 
“strongly condemned” the raid 
and that it had responded after 
“homes being set on fire and 
Palestinians being attacked in 
the area by Israeli civilians” late 
Wednesday.

“Several Palestinians were in-
jured, among them a girl and a 
woman. Several structures were 
also burned,” the military said.

“The suspects fled before the 
forces arrived.”

Radwan Abu Jundi, whose 

house was torched, told AFP that 
about 40 settlers attacked the 
hamlet at around 10 pm.

“The settlers started throw-
ing stones. We rushed to pro-
tect the women, but they got to 
my wife and daughter and beat 
them,” he said.

“Then they started spraying 
something and setting the room 
on fire. The pictures tell the 
whole story.”

Locals said that five people 
were wounded in the attack, 
including Abu Jundi’s wife and 
daughter, as well as another 
child.

“From the moment the attack 
began until daybreak, we spent 
the whole night standing here, 
putting out the fires and helping 
the injured,” Ali Awad, another 
resident whose son was injured, 
told AFP.

Violence by Israeli settlers 
toward Palestinians in the West 
Bank has persisted for years, but 
recent months have seen a surge 
in attacks.

Excluding Israeli-annexed 
East Jerusalem, some 500,000 
Israeli settlers live in the occu-
pied West Bank among some 
three million Palestinians.

Palestinians walk past Israeli security forces deployed on a street

An Ukrainian “Antonov” cargo plane is pictured at the German airport 
Leipzig-Halle in Schkeuditz

Dr. Anthony Fauci is sworn in during a Senate Homeland Security and 
Governmental Affairs committee hearing on Capitol Hill (file photo)

Satellite image shows a slick that is consistent with an oil leak emanating 
from a ship


