
A wheelbarrow of potatoes for Danish football’s man of the match
AFP | Copenhagen

French footballer Maxime 
Soulas’s prize for his man-

of-the-match award in the 
Danish first division did not go 
down like a sack of potatoes 
--  more like a wheelbarrow’s  
worth.

After performing when the 
chips were down by opening the 
scoring for Sonderjyske in their 
3-2 win against Nordsjaelland 
on Sunday, Soulas received 55 
kilograms of the tasty tubers, 
the 26-year-old defender told 
AFP on Tuesday.

“I gave the potatoes to my 
club’s cafeteria, and they do-
nated some to a soup kitchen,” 
he said.

It marks the first time the man 
of the match can eat his award 
for his post-match supper.

“The sponsor of the match de-
cides on the reward. He found it 
funny and now the story’s gone 
round the world,” said the club’s 

communications director, Jacob 
Ravn.

Originally from Montpelli-
er in southern France, Soulas 

came to Denmark in 2020 to 
play for Amager in the capital 
Copenhagen, before joining re-
cently promoted Sonderjyske in  
2021.

Before that he played his foot-
ball in the Netherlands.

Jobe Bellingham ‘anxious’ about 
following brother Jude at Dortmund

Dortmund’s new signing reveals mental hurdles following superstar brother Jude

• Jobe joined 
Dortmund from 
Sunderland

• Debuted in 
Club World Cup

• Jude advised him 
to “embrace it”

AFP | Berlin

Jobe Bellingham ad-
mitted on Tuesday 
to having “anxieties” 

on following in brother 
Jude’s footsteps after join-
ing Borussia Dortmund in 
the summer.

Jobe, 19, is two years 
younger than Jude, who 
joined Real Madrid in 2023 
after three years at Dort-
mund.

A centrepiece of the Eng-
land national team, Jude has 
emerged as one of the best 
players in the world in re-
cent seasons.

The younger Bellingham 

j o i n e d 
D o r t -
m u n d 
in June 
f r o m 
S u n -
derland 
after their 
promotion 
to the 

Premier League.
Jobe admitted he under-

stood what the perception 
would be ahead of the move to 
Germany.

“It’s something you do think 
about. You have these anxie-
ties, especially me as I’m only 
young,” Bellingham told report-
ers at Dortmund’s pre-season 
camp in Austria.

“I’m not perfect. I do think 
about these things, but that was 
down to the club convincing me 
that these things wouldn’t have 
much bearing on me.

“This was a decision I 
made and it’s for my-
self. My journey is 
not anyone else’s 
to understand,” he 
added.

B e l l i n g h a m 
made his Dort-
mund debut in 
the Club World 
Cup in the Unit-
ed States, scor-
ing once and pro-
viding an assist in 
four games.

Like he did at Sun-
derland, the younger 
Bellingham wears his 
first name Jobe on the 
back of his jersey rath-
er than his last name to 
avoid comparisons with 
his sibling.

Jobe said his older broth-
er was “extremely proud -- 
he didn’t have much to say 
other than ‘embrace it’,” 
when he found out he was 
off to Dortmund, but added 

“our conversations aren’t 
usually that serious.”

The midfielder, who 
usually plays in a deeper 
role than his brother, said 
he did “not want to be a 
superstar... I don’t want 
to be a big character away 
from the pitch.

“When I play I just want 
to be one of the highest 
performing players and 
get my head down.”

Dortmund open their 
season at Essen in the first 
round of the German Cup 

on August 18.

It’s something you do think about. You 
have these anxieties, especially 

me as I’m only young . I’m 
not perfect. I do think 
about these things, but 

that was down to the 
club convincing me 

that these things 
wouldn’t have much 

bearing on me
JOBE BELLINGHAM

To avoid comparisons 
with his famous older 

brother Jude, Jobe 
Bellingham wears his 

first name, “Jobe,” 
on the back of his 

jersey instead of his 
last name, a practice 
he also followed at 

Sunderland

KNOW WHAT

Soulas’ potato prize 
marked the first time 
a man-of-the-match 

winner could literally 
eat their award for 
dinner—prompting 

laughs and donations 
to those in need
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CHANGE OF NAME
I, Mohd Latfat S/o Mushtak Ali holding Indian Passport No:-  M9746094 
dated 20/12/2015 issued at Bahrain having permanent residence at (full 
address in India) Vill, Khandrawali, Post Paswara, Meerut, Pin 250106, Uttar 
Pradesh  presently residing at (full address in Bahrain) Bld No  6, Flat 11, Block  
240, Road 29, Arad Town, will henceforth be known as (Given name)  Mohd  
(Surname) Latafat. Objection(s) if any, may be forwarded to Embassy of India, 
P.O Box 26106, Bldg 1090, Road 2819, Block 428, Al Seef, Kingdom of Bahrain.

C L A S S I F I E D S

Liverpool set to cut losses with 
Nunez move to Saudi: reports
AFP | London

Liverpool striker Darwin 
Nunez is reportedly clos-

ing in on a move to Saudi club 
Al Hilal, which could allow the 
Premier League champions to 
make a fresh bid for Newcas-
tle’s Alexander Isak.

Nunez joined the Reds 
for an initial 75 million 
euros ($87 million, £65 
million) from Benfica 
three years ago but 
has failed to live up 
to that price tag.

The Uruguay-
an has scored 
40 goals in 143 
appearances 
but slipped 
d o w n  t h e 
pecking or-
der at An-
field under 
both Jur-
gen Klopp 
and Arne 
Slot.

A c c o r d -
ing to trans-
fer special-
ist Fabrizio 
Romano, Al 
Hi la l  wi l l 

pay an initial 53 million euros 
for the 26-year-old.

Nunez was likely to play 
even less this season after Liv-
erpool signed Hugo Ekitike 
and Florian Wirtz as part of 
a 300 million euro spending 
spree that also includes full-

backs Milos Kerkez 
and Jeremie Frim-

pong.
However, the 

club could still 
break the British 
transfer record 

by signing Isak, 
with Newcastle re-

portedly demanding a 
fee of up to £150 million 

for the Swedish striker.
The sale of Nun-

ez would take 
Liverpool ’s 
income for 
transfer sales 
this window 
t o  n e a r l y 

200 million 
euros after the 

departures of Luis 
Diaz, Jarell Quansah, 
Caoimhin Kelleher, 

Trent Alexander-Ar-
nold and Tyler Mor-
ton.

Darwin Nunez

Dewsbury-Hall has point to prove after sealing Everton switch
AFP | London

Kiernan Dewsbury-Hall said 
he wants to “prove a point” 

after sealing a move to Everton 
following a frustrating one-year 
spell at Chelsea.

The midfielder joined the Tof-
fees yesterday for a reported fee 
of £28 million ($37 million) just 
12 months after a £30-million 
move from Leicester to Chelsea.

Dewsbury-Hall was part of 
the Chelsea side that won the 
Europa Conference League 
and Club World Cup in for-
mer Leicester manager Enzo 
Maresca’s first season in charge, 
but he struggled for first-team 

opportunities in the Premier  
League.

The 26-year-old is Everton’s 
fifth signing of the summer 

transfer window 
after Charly Al-
c a r a z ,  T h i e r-
no Barry, Mark 
Travers and Adam 
Aznou ahead of 
their first season in 
a new 53,000-ca-
pacity stadium.

“I’m so, so 
e x c i t e d  t o 
get started,” 
he said. “Just 
sitting here in 
the stadium, 
it’s unbelieva-
ble.

“It feels right 

for me. So just that alone gives 
me the motivation and the 
extra determination to show 
everybody, to prove a point 
and have a really successful 

time here.”
Everton begin their sea-

son away to Leeds on 
August 18 before 

their first com-
petitive fixture 
at the Hill Dick-
inson Stadium 
against Bright-
on six days lat-
er.

It feels right for me. So 
just that alone gives me 
the motivation and the 

extra determination 
to show everybody, to 
prove a point and have 
a really successful time 

here
KIERNAN DEWSBURY-HALL

Kiernan Dewsbury-Hall

Maxime Soulas poses with the prize he received


