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HISTORY
Ming Dynasty Chinese military 
general Cao Qin stages a coup 
against the Tianshun Emperor

Battle of Gangut: Russian Navy 
wins its first major victory 

during the Great Northern War 
against Sweden

Iraqi government forces slaughter 
over 3,000 Assyrians in the village of 
Simele in northern Iraq, commemo-
rated as Assyrian Martyrs’ Day

Tokyo Telecommunications 
Engineering, the precursor 

to Sony, begins selling its first 
transistor radios in Japan
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On the 80th anniver-
sary of the atomic 

bombing of Hiroshima, 
we remember those who 
perished & stand with 
their families.  Today, the 
risk of nuclear conflict is 
growing & the weapons 
that brought such dev-
astation are once again 
treated as tools of coer-
cion. Remembering the 
past is about protecting 
peace today & in the fu-
ture.

@antonioguterres

Over 14,800 patients 
in Gaza are still in 

urgent need of special-
ised medical care. We 
urge more countries to 
step forward to accept 
patients and for medical 
evacuations to be expe-
dited through all possible 
routes.

@DrTedros

For eight straight con-
s e c u t i v e  s u m m e r 

games, no one has won 
more medals than @
TeamUSA... We want to 
keep it that way

@POTUS

May India-Philip-
pines friendship 

get stronger and stronger 
in the times to come!

@narendramodi

 Disclaimer: (Views expressed 
by columnists are personal and 
need not necessarily reflect our 

editorial stance)
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News in brief 
 u US President Donald 
Trump suggested on Tuesday 
Vice President JD Vance is “most 
likely” to secure the Republican 
party nomination for president in 
2028.Trump has avoided naming 
a preferred successor and said in 
February that, while Vance was “very 
capable,” it was too soon to make 
such calls. Asked on Tuesday whether Vance 
was the heir-apparent to his Make America 
Great Again (MAGA) movement, Trump 
told reporters: “Well, I think most likely.” 
“In all fairness, he’s the vice president,” he 
said. The remarks followed speculation that 
Trump might attempt to defy constitutional limits and seek a third term. “It’s too 
early, obviously, to talk about it, but certainly he’s doing a great job,” Trump said. 
“And he would be probably favored at this point.” Trump also floated the idea 
of Vance teaming up with Secretary of State Marco Rubio to create a formidable 
Republican ticket.

u The UK charity watchdog Wednesday cleared 
Prince Harry of accusations of bullying in a row with an 
African charity he founded, but deplored that the bitter 
internal dispute was played out in public. The charity 
Sentebale was at the centre of an explosive boardroom 
dispute in March and April when chairperson Sophie 
Chandauka publicly accused Harry, the youngest son 

of King Charles III, of “bullying”. Days earlier, Harry and co-founder Prince Seeiso 
of Lesotho had announced they were resigning from the charity they established 
in 2006, after the trustees quit when Chandauka refused their demand to step 
down. Harry, also known as the Duke of Sussex, launched the charity in honour 
of his mother, Princess Diana, to help young people with HIV and AIDS in Lesotho 
and later Botswana. After a months-long inquiry, the Charity Commission “found 
no evidence of widespread or systemic bullying 
or harassment, including misogyny or misogynoir 
at the charity,” it said in its conclusions published 
Wednesday.

u Israeli authorities have banned 
Jerusalem’s top Muslim cleric from entering the Al-
Aqsa Mosque compound for six months over a recent 
sermon, his attorney told AFP yesterday.  Muhammad 
Ahmad Hussein, the grand mufti of Jerusalem, will be 
prevented from entering the holy site in the Israeli-
annexed Old City until January 2026, according to 
lawyer Khaldoun Najem. Najem said Israeli police “did 
not interrogate” or held a hearing for the mufti prior 
to their decision. Hussein’s lawyer said that the ban was due to a Friday sermon 
the mufti gave at Al-Aqsa -- Islam’s third-holiest site and a Palestinian national 
symbol -- in late July, “which contained nothing inappropriate”.
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The October 7, 2023, attack 
led to the death of 1,219 

people on the Israeli side, 
the majority of them civil-
ians. The Israeli offensive 

launched in retaliation has 
killed at least 61,020 people 

in Gaza, mostly civilians.

KNOW WHAT

Israel army directed to 
execute govt orders on Gaza

The Army Chief of Staff reportedly expressed dissent over the full occupation of Gaza

• Netanyahu held 
a restricted three-
hour meeting with 
security chiefs

• The army chief 
suggested alternatives 
to a full occupation

• Defence Minister 
Israel Katz hit back 
with a clear message

AFP | Jerusalem, Undefined

The Israeli military will have 
to execute any government 
decisions on Gaza, the de-

fence minister said yesterday after 
reported disagreements over the 
prospect of a full occupation of 
the Palestinian territory.

Signs of a rift over strategy 
emerged as Prime Minister Ben-
jamin Netanyahu prepared to an-
nounce a new phase in the war, af-
ter he said Israel must "complete" 
the defeat of Hamas in order to 
secure the release of hostages still 
held in Gaza.

The Israeli press, citing officials 
speaking on condition of anonym-
ity, has predicted an escalation of 
operations, including in densely 
populated areas where hostages 
are believed to be held, such as 
Gaza City and refugee camps.

The reports also said Netanya-
hu and his cabinet would order a 
full military occupation of Gaza, 
sparking dissension from the ar-
my's Chief of Staff, Eyal Zamir.

On Tuesday, Netanyahu held 
a restricted three-hour meeting 
with security chiefs to discuss 
options for the continuation of the 
war, his office said in a statement.

At the meeting, Zamir report-
edly warned that a full occupa-
tion would be like "walking into a 
trap," according to public broad-
caster KAN.

The army chief suggested alter-
natives to a full occupation, such 
as an encirclement of specific ar-
eas where Hamas is believed to be 
hunkering down, according to the 
Channel 12 broadcaster.

But Defence Minister Israel 
Katz hit back with a clear mes-
sage.

"It is the right and duty of the 
Chief of Staff to express his posi-
tion in the appropriate forums," 
he wrote on X.

"But once decisions are made 
by the political echelon, the IDF 
will execute them with deter-
mination and professionalism... 
until the objectives of the war 
are achieved," he added, using an 
acronym for the Israeli military.

Trump says ’up to Israel’
Netanyahu is expected to con-

vene the security cabinet on 
Thursday to finalise a decision 
on the expansion of the offensive, 
local media reported.

US President Donald Trump 
told reporters on Tuesday he was 
not aware of reported plans to 
occupy the entire Gaza Strip, but 
said that such a decision would be 
"up to Israel".

At war with Hamas since the 
unprecedented attack by the Pal-
estinian Islamist movement on 
Israel on October 7, 2023, the Is-
raeli government is under grow-
ing pressure to bring the conflict 
to an end.

Israel is  are  increasingly 
alarmed about the fate of the 49 
hostages still held in Gaza, of 
whom 20 are believed to be alive.

The UN Security Council held 
a special session on Tuesday to 
discuss Israeli hostages in Gaza, 
as the country seeks to keep the 
issue on top of the global agenda.

On Tuesday, Trump described a 
recent video released by Hamas of 
emaciated Israeli hostage Evyatar 
David purportedly digging his 
own grave as "horrible."

In parallel, international criti-
cism has surged over the suffering 
of over two million Palestinians, 
who the UN warns are at risk of 
widespread famine.

Palestinians inspect the damage after an overnight strike on the Sheikh Radwan Health Centre run by the United Nations Relief 
and Works Agency for Palestine Refugees (UNRWA) in the north of Gaza City

Egypt sets opening of $1 bn 
Pyramids museum for Nov 1

Cairo, Egypt

Egypt said yesterday that 
its much-anticipated new 

$1-billion archaeological mu-
seum near the Pyramids of 
Giza will officially open on 
November 1 after several de-
lays.

Authorities hope that the 
Grand Egyptian Museum 
(GEM), which boasts the treas-
ures of Tutankhamun among 
its collection of more than 
100,000 ancient Egyptian arte-
facts, will attract visitors from 
around the world.

Official say that at 50 hec-
tares (124 acres), the museum 
will be the largest in the world 
dedicated to a single civili-
sation.

Prime Minister Moustafa 
Madbouly told a cabinet meet-
ing that President Abdel Fat-

tah al-Sisi had approved the 
new opening date.

He said the opening would 
“an exceptional event” that 
would showcase Egypt’s cul-
tural heritage and attract 
visitors from around the  
world.

It had been set for July 3 
but was postponed when Is-
rael attacked Iranian nuclear 
facilities on June 13 sparking 
a 12-day war that closed air-
space across much of the Mid-
dle East.

The project has faced a se-
ries of setbacks, including po-
litical unrest and the impact of 
the Covid-19 pandemic.

Authorities anticipate that 
the museum will draw five 
million visitors per year in a 
major boost to the tourism in-
dustry, which is a key foreign 
exchange earner for Egypt.

Indian army searches for scores 
missing after deadly Himalayan flood
• At least four 
people were killed 
and more than 50 are 
unaccounted for

• Torrential monsoon 
rains have hampered 
rescue efforts

• Videos broadcast on 
Indian media showed 
a terrifying surge of 
muddy water sweeping 
away multi-storey 
apartment blocks

AFP | New Delhi, India

The Indian army brought 
in sniffer dogs, drones 
and heavy earth-moving 

equipment yesterday to search 
for scores of people missing 
a day after deadly Himalayan 
flash floods.

At least four people were 
killed and more than 50 are un-
accounted for after a wall of 
muddy water and debris tore 
down a narrow mountain val-
ley, smashing into the town of 
Dharali in Uttarakhand state, 

rescue officials said on Wednes-
day.

Climate change experts 
warned that the disaster was a 
“wake-up call” to the effects of 
global warming.

Deadly floods and landslides 

are common during the mon-
soon season from June to Sep-
tember, but experts say climate 
change, coupled with urbanisa-
tion, is increasing their frequen-
cy and severity.

Torrential monsoon rains 

have hampered rescue efforts, 
with communication limited 
and phone lines damaged.

However, the assessment of 
the number missing has been 
reduced as soldiers and rescue 
teams reached marooned in-
dividuals. Around 100 people 
were reported as unaccounted 
for late on Tuesday.

“The search for the missing is 
ongoing,” said Mohsen Shahedi 
from the National Disaster Re-
sponse Force.

Videos broadcast on Indian 
media showed a terrifying surge 
of muddy water sweeping away 
multi-storey apartment blocks 
in the tourist region on Tuesday 
afternoon.

Shahedi said more than 50 
people were missing from 
Dharali, while 11 soldiers were 
unaccounted for from the near-
by downstream village of Harsil.

“Additional army columns, 
a long  with  army tracker 
dogs, drones, logistic drones, 
earthmoving equipment etc., 
have been moved... to hasten the 
efforts,” the army said.

Military helicopters were 
flying in essential supplies, it 
said, as well as picking up those 
stranded after roads were swept 
away even though rain and fog 
made flights difficult.

 Security and relief personnel heaving rocks and removing debris to build a crossing across a stream of dense sludge during a search and rescue operation

People stand beside a damaged road at a village near Uttarkashi

Tennessee 
man with 
heart implant 
executed, 
complained 
of pain
Washington, United States

A convicted murderer 
with a heart defibril-

lator complained that he 
was in pain while being put 
to death by lethal injection 
in the southern US state of 
Tennessee, according to 
witnesses to the execution.

Byron Black, 69, was ex-
ecuted on Tuesday at Riv-
erbend Maximum Security 
Prison for the 1988 mur-
ders of his girlfriend, Angela 
Clay, 29, and her daughters 
Latoya, 9, and Lakeisha, 6.

Black ’s  lawyers  had 
sought prior to his execu-
tion to have the defibrillator 
deactivated, arguing that it 
could shock his heart back 
into rhythm while he was 
being put to death.

A state court ruled in 
Black’s favor last month 
but was overruled by the 
Tennessee Supreme Court.

Journalists who wit-
nessed the execution said 
Black lifted his head short-
ly after the dose of pento-
barbital was injected and 
said “Oh, it’s hurting so  
bad.”

“I’m so sorry,” they quot-
ed his spiritual advisor, who 
was in the death chamber, 
as saying.

Speaking at a press con-
ference following the exe-
cution, the witnesses said 
Black appeared to be in dis-
tress but it was not clear 
if that was because of the 
lethal drugs or the defibril-
lator, which also served as a 
pacemaker.

There have been 28 ex-
ecutions in the United 
States this year, the most 
since 2015, when 28 in-
mates were also put to  
death.

Twenty-three of this 
year’s executions have been 
carried out by lethal injec-
tion, two have been by firing 
squad and three by nitro-
gen hypoxia, which involves 
pumping nitrogen gas into a 
face mask, causing the pris-
oner to suffocate.Excessive screen time raises heart disease risk: study

• The study tracked 
the screen consumption 
and sleep habits of 
more than 1,000 10-
year and 18-year-olds

AFP | Copenhagen, Denmark

Children who spend too much 
time in front of screens, 

whether phones or TVs, have an 
increased risk of heart and meta-
bolic disease, according to a Dan-
ish study published yesterday.

The study tracked the screen 
consumption and sleep habits 
of more than 1,000 10-year and 
18-year-olds, with researchers ex-
amining the relationship between 
screen time and cardiometabolic 
risk factors.

“Children and young adults 
who spend excessive hours glued 

to screens and electronic devices 
may have higher risks for cardio-
metabolic diseases, such as high 
blood pressure, high cholesterol 

and insulin resistance,” said the 
study published in the Journal of 
the American Heart Association.

Subsequently they face a higher 

risk of developing cardiovascular 
diseases or diabetes, the research-
ers found.

The analysis revealed that each 
additional hour of daily screen 
time increases the risk of disease.

“This means a child with three 
extra hours of screen time a day 
would have roughly a quarter to 
half a standard-deviation higher 
risk than their peers,” lead author 
David Horner, a researcher at the 
University of Copenhagen in Den-
mark, said in a statement.

“Multiply that across a whole 
population of children, and you’re 
looking at a meaningful shift in 
early cardiometabolic risk that 
could carry into adulthood,” 
Horner added.

Researchers are divided on 
the potential harmful effects of 
screens on children and adoles-
cents, but the majority agree that 
younger populations are more at 
risk compared to adults.
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UPI’s record-breaking day highlights India’s digital payments boom
TDT | agencies

India’s digital payment rev-
olution reached a new peak 

on August 2, 2025, as the Uni-
fied Payments Interface (UPI) 
clocked over 707 million trans-
actions in a single day — its high-
est ever. The milestone was con-
firmed by the National Payments 
Corporation of India (NPCI), sig-
nalling the platform’s explosive 
growth and central role in the 
country’s financial ecosystem.

UPI, which had been averag-
ing around 650 million daily 
transactions through July, saw a 
surge at the beginning of August. 
Experts believe the spike was 
driven by routine rent transfers, 
salary payments, and utility bill 
settlements that typically occur 

at the start of each month.
The new record marks a dra-

matic rise in UPI’s adoption. In 
2023, the platform was aver-
aging 350 million transactions 
a day. That figure rose to 500 
million by August 2024 and has 
now comfortably crossed the 
700 million mark. The Govern-
ment of India has set an ambi-
tious target of hitting 1 billion 
daily transactions by 2026.

The real-time payment sys-
tem, which allows seamless 
peer-to-peer and merchant 
transactions via mobile apps, 
has become the default choice 
for digital payments in India. 
Over 85 per cent of all digital 
transactions in the country now 
happen through UPI, with mer-
chant payments accounting for 
nearly 62 per cent of the total 
volume — indicating strong up-
take by businesses both large 
and small.

Powered by apps like Pho-
nePe, Google Pay, Paytm, BHIM, 
and banking applications in-
cluding SBI Yono, ICICI iMo-
bile, and HDFC PayZapp, UPI 
links multiple bank accounts to 
a single mobile interface. Users 
can transfer funds using just a 

mobile number or UPI ID, elim-
inating the need to input card 
details or bank information.

The platform is not just re-
shaping India’s financial land-
scape but is also challenging 
global payment giants such as 
Visa and Mastercard in terms of 
daily volume. Unlike traditional 
card networks that use delayed 
settlement models, UPI process-
es payments in real time — of-
fering a faster, more efficient 
alternative.

The Reserve Bank of India 
(RBI) has also voiced support 
for reintroducing Merchant Dis-
count Rate (MDR) on UPI trans-
actions — at least for high-value 
merchant payments — to ensure 
the long-term viability of the 
platform.

Internationally, India is look-
ing to replicate UPI’s success. At 
the BIMSTEC Summit in Bang-
kok earlier this year, Prime Min-
ister Narendra Modi proposed 
linking UPI with payment sys-
tems in other member nations 
to promote cross-border trade, 
business, and tourism. He also 
offered to share India’s experi-
ence in building Digital Public 
Infrastructure (DPI), suggesting 
a pilot study to tailor solutions to 
regional needs.

UPI’s global ambitions were 
further cemented last year when 
it was formally launched at the 
Eiffel Tower during the Repub-
lic Day reception in Paris — a 
symbolic step in India’s effort 
to make UPI a global standard 
for digital transactions.


