
Cars, houses swept away

ALWAYS BEAR IN MIND THAT YOUR 
OWN RESOLUTION TO SUCCEED 
IS MORE IMPORTANT THAN ANY 
OTHER.
ALBERT EINSTEIN
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HISTORY
Hernán Cortés and the Tlax-
calans defeat a numerically 
superior Aztec force in the Battle 
of Otumba in Mexico

French Emperor Napoléon Bonaparte 
and Russian Tsar Alexander I meet on 
a raft in the middle of the Neman Riv-

er and sign the first Treaty of Tilsit

Japanese and Chinese troops clash at 
the Marco Polo Bridge, beginning the 
Second Sino-Japanese War

Alleged and 
disputed Roswell 

UFO incident
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Wh e n  &  w h e r e 
should we hold 

the inaugural American 
Party congress? This will 
be super fun!

@elonmusk

I strongly condemn the 
latest series of large-

scale drone & missile at-
tacks on Ukraine by Rus-
sia. The power supply to 
the Zaporizhzhia Nuclear 
Power Plant was disrupt-
ed – once again underlin-
ing the ongoing risks to 
nuclear safety.

@antonioguterres

Eight stages of a ma-
jor exchange. Since 

the beginning of June, 
hundreds of our people 
have returned home. Our 
youth, the defenders of 
Mariupol, those who held 
the line in the Donetsk, 
Zaporizhzhia, Luhansk, 
Kharkiv, Sumy, Cherni-
hiv, and Kyiv regions. The 
wounded, the severely ill. 
Those who had been con-
sidered missing in action. 
Most of them had been 
in captivity since 2022. 
And not only military per-
sonnel – Ukraine has also 
brought home civilians.

@ZelenskyyUa

Members of Brazil’s 
Indian community 

gave a very vibrant wel-
come in Rio de Janeiro. 
It’s amazing how they re-
main connected with In-
dian culture and are also 
very passionate about In-
dia’s development! Here 
are some glimpses from 
the welcome…

@narendramodi

 Disclaimer: (Views expressed 
by columnists are personal and 
need not necessarily reflect our 

editorial stance)
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News in brief 
 u Switzerland said 
yesterday it was reopening its 
embassy in Tehran, which was closed 
last month amid an air war with Israel, 
and will resume representing US 
interests in the country. As of Sunday, 
the embassy is “again open having 
temporarily been closed on June 20 
owing to the instability of the situation 
in the country,” the Swiss foreign ministry 
said in a statement. Ambassador Nadine 
Olivieri Lozano and a small team returned to 
Tehran overland on Saturday via Azerbaijan 
and the embassy will gradually resume 
operations, the statement went on. “Having 
now returned to Tehran, Switzerland is once again in a position to fulfil its role as 
a protecting power for US interests in Iran.”

u Gunmen burst into a sports hall in central Mexico and shot dead a local 
government official attending an amateur basketball game on Saturday, local 
authorities said. Families and children had gathered at the sports center in the 

violent state of Guanajuato, where Ignacio Alejandro 
Roaro, a city council secretary in Apaseo el Grande, 
was killed. The city council “strongly condemns the 
treacherous, despicable, and cowardly attack that 
occurred this Saturday, in which our colleague and 
friend, city council secretary Ignacio Alejandro Roaro, 
lost his life,” it said in a statement. Local media said an 

armed man had been arrested.

u Iran’s supreme leader Ayatollah Ali Khamenei on Saturday made his 
first public appearance since the outbreak of his country’s recent 12-day war with 
Israel, taking part in a religious ceremony in Tehran, state media reported. The 
octogenarian leader was shown in a video broadcast 
by state television greeting people and being cheered 
at a mosque as worshippers marked the anniversary 
of the martyrdom of Imam Hussein, an important 
date for Shia Muslims. Khamenei, 86, can be seen 
on stage dressed in black as the crowd before him, 
fists in the air, chants “The blood in our veins for 
our leader!” State TV said the clip was filmed at 
central Tehran’s Imam Khomeini Mosque, named 
for the founder of the Islamic republic. Khamenei, in 
power since 1989, spoke last week in a pre-recorded 
video, but had not been seen in public since before 
Israel initiated the conflict with a wave of surprise 
air strikes on June 13. His last public appearance was 
two days before that, when he met with members 
of parliament. Israel’s bombing campaign followed a decades-long shadow war 
with Iran, and was aimed at preventing it from developing a nuclear weapon -- an 
ambition Tehran has consistently denied.

Gunmen 
kill Mexico city 
counciller during 
basketball game

Iran’s 
Khamenei makes 
first public 
appearance since 
Israel war: state 

media

Switzerland 
reopens embassy in 
Tehran

Musk has donated to both 
Democratic and Republican 

candidates over the years. While he 
once described himself as “socially 
liberal and fiscally conservative,” 
in 2022 he publicly announced he 

would vote Republican, citing a shift 
in his political stance and growing 

criticism of Democratic policies.

Despite not holding any office, 
Musk’s influence on political 

discourse—particularly through X 
(formerly Twitter), which he owns—

is considered significant, often 
sparking debate on issues ranging 
from free speech to climate policy.

KNOW WHAT

L E G A L  V I E W P O I N T

DR. ABDELGADIR WARSAMA GHALIB 

E-frauds threat

The new e-frauds 
include, among 

others, phishing, 
identity theft, 

viruses and 
trojans, spyware 

and hardware, 
card skimming, 
mobile scams... 

Phishing is a form 
of internet fraud 

that aims to steal 
information as 
card numbers, 

user IDs and 
passwords. 

Electronic banking is almost taking a significant portion in 
the banking industry. This vast progress took shape based 
on the e-banking laws issued, to give legal authority to 

such important banking service spreading tremendously every 
day. Almost, clients are dealing with banks through the internet, 
mobile or other IT mechanism. This new situation, compared 
to the classical dealings in banking, has given a golden oppor-
tunity for banking to expand to cover all corners for new-type 
banking services. 

However, nothing is 
fully complete and wa-
ter-tight. The other side of 
the new situation, comes 
up from the appearance 
of fraudsters \ criminals 
who took this opportunity 
to exercise their criminal 
games. The IT revolution 
has opened the room for 
new e-criminals and new 
e-crimes to come to sur-
face. 

The new e-frauds in-
clude, among others, 
phishing, identity theft, 
viruses and trojans, spy-
ware and hardware, card 
skimming, mobile scams... 
Phishing is a form of in-
ternet fraud that aims to 
steal information as card 
numbers, user IDs and 
passwords. Herein, a fake 
web site is created to look 
similar a legitimate organ-
ization. An email or SMS is 
sent leading recipient to 
a fake web site and enter 
personal details, includ-
ing, security access codes. 
The page looks genuine 
but users are sending the 
info to a criminal fraud-
ster under the counter. 

Identity theft is increasing and takes many forms, from 
fraudulent credit card use, to your entire identity used to open 
accounts, obtain loans and illegal activities. In this respect, be 
very suspicious if anyone asks for personal information. 

Scammers use convincing stories explaining why to give them 
money or personal details. Viruses and trojans are very harmful 
programs that are secretly loaded in computers without being 
noticed. The goal of these programs is to obtain or damage 
information, hinder performance of the computer or flooding 
with unnecessary advertising. Viruses spread by infecting 
computers and then replicating. Trojans appear as genuine 
applications and then embed into computers to monitor activ-
ity and collect information. Using modern e-security steps as 
firewalls and maintaining strong virus protection software can 
help to minimize chances of getting viruses and inadvertently 
downloading trojans.

Spyware and adware are there when clicking on pop-up 
advertisements that “pop-up” in a separate browser window. 
These programs often come bundled with free programs, appli-
cations or services that may be downloaded from the internet. 
Spyware or adware software covertly gathers user information 
and monitors internet activity, usually for advertising purposes. 
All are to be cautious about clicking on internet banners and 
pop-ups or downloading free programs and use security soft-
ware to detect and remove spyware.

Fraudsters can use card skimming by illegal copying and 
capture magnetic stripe and PIN data on credit and debit cards. 
Skimming can occur at ATM or via other machines. Captured 
card and PIN details are encoded in a counterfeit card and used 
for fraudulent account withdrawals. They can attach false cas-
ings and PIN pad overlay devices in existing ATMs, or attach a 
camouflaged skimming device in a card reader entry used with 
a concealed camera to capture and record PIN entry details. 
A foreign device is implanted in certain machines capable of 
copying and capturing card and PIN details processed through 
the machine.

Above are some of malpractices performed by e-fraudsters 
using IT programs. We need to be careful as we may be haunted 
at any time and great damage will be the result of such e-frauds. 

(The views and opinions expressed in this article are those of the author and 
do not necessarily reflect the official policy or position of the Daily Tribune)

AWARSAMA@WARSAMALC.COM

'Simple Buddhist monk' 
Dalai Lama marks 
landmark 90th birthday
McLeod Ganj, India

Calling himself a "simple 
Buddhist monk" who usu-

ally didn't celebrate birthdays, 
the Dalai Lama marked his 
90th on Sunday by praying for 
peace after China insisted it 
would have the final say on 
who succeeded the Tibetan 
spiritual leader.

Chanting of  red-robed 
monks and nuns rang out from 
Himalayan hilltop forested 
temples in India, home to the 
Dalai Lama since he and thou-
sands of other Tibetans fled 
Chinese troops who crushed 
an uprising in their capital 
Lhasa in 1959.

"I am just a simple Buddhist 
monk; I don't normally engage 
in birthday celebrations," the 
Dalai Lama said in a message, 
thanking those marking it with 
him for using the opportunity 
"to cultivate peace of mind and 
compassion".

Dressed in traditional robes 
and a flowing yellow wrap, 
he walked with the aid of 
two monks while flashing his 
trademark beaming smile to 
thousands of followers.

Beijing condemns the No-
bel Peace Prize winner -- who 
has led a lifelong campaign for 
greater autonomy for Tibet, a 
vast high-altitude plateau -- as 
a rebel and separatist.

Alongside the celebrations, 
however, is the worry for Ti-
betans in exile that China will 
name its successor to bolster 
control over the territory it 
poured troops into in 1950 and 
has ruled ever since.

That raises the likelihood of 
rival challengers to the post; 
one by self-declared atheist 
Beijing, the other by the Dalai 
Lama's office based in neigh-
bouring India

Tibetan spiritual leader the Dalai 
Lama (C) leaves after attending a 
prayer ceremony celebrating his 
90th birthday at the Main Tibetan 
Temple in McLeod Ganj, near 
Dharamsala

President Donald Trump and First Lady Melania Trump watch fireworks during a 
Fourth of July celebration at the White House

Musk creates new 
US political party

"Today, the America Party is formed to give you back your freedom"

• Musk shared a 
meme depicting a 
two-headed snak

• Musk laid out plans 
to pick off vulnerable 
House and Senate seat

AFP | Washington, United States

Elon Musk, an ex-ally of 
US President Donald 
Trump, said yesterday he 

had launched a new political 
party in the United States to 
challenge what the tech billion-
aire described as the country's 
"one-party system."

The world's richest person 
-- and Trump's biggest political 
donor in the 2024 election -- 
had a bitter falling out with the 

president after leading the Re-
publican's effort to slash spend-
ing and cut federal jobs as head 
of the so-called Department of 
Government Efficiency (DOGE).

Musk has clashed with Trump 
over the president's massive do-
mestic spending plan, saying it 
would explode the US debt, and 
vowed to do everything in his 
power to defeat lawmakers who 
voted for it.

Now he has created the so-
called America Party, his own 
political framework, through 
which to try and achieve t 
hat.

"When it comes to bankrupt-
ing our country with waste & 
graft, we live in a one-party 
system, not a democracy," the 
Space X and Tesla boss posted 
on X, the social media platform 
that he owns.

"Today, the America Party is 

formed to give you back your 
freedom."

Musk cited a poll -- up-
loaded on Friday, US Inde-
pendence Day -- in which he 
asked whether respondents 
"want independence from the 
two-party (some would say un-
iparty) system" that has domi-
nated US politics for some two  
centuries.

The yes-or-no survey earned 
more than 1.2 million responses.

"By a factor of 2 to 1, you want 
a new political party and you 
shall have it!" he posted on Sat-
urday.

Musk also shared a meme de-
picting a two-headed snake and 
the caption "End the Uniparty."

On Friday after posting the 
poll, Musk laid out a possible 
political battle plan to pick off 
vulnerable House and Senate 
seats and become "the deciding 

vote" on key legislation.
"One way to execute on this 

would be to laser-focus on just 
2 or 3 Senate seats and 8 to 10 
House districts," Musk posted 
on X.

All 435 US House seats are up 
for grabs every two years, while 
about one third of the Senate's 
100 members, who serve six-
year terms, are elected every 
two years.

Some observers were quick 
to point out how third-party 
campaigns have historically 
split the vote -- as businessman 
Ross Perot's independent pres-
idential run in 1992 did when 
it helped doom George H.W. 
Bush's re-election bid result-
ing in Democrat Bill Clinton's 
victory.

"You are pulling a Ross Perot, 
and I don't like it," one X user 
wrote to Musk.

People look on as law enforcement and volunteers continue to search for missing people near Camp Mystic, the site of 
where at least 20 girls went missing after flash flooding in Hunt, Texas

Desperate search for missing girls as 
Texas flood toll crosses 50

Hunt, United States

Rescuers were racing against 
time Sunday to find dozens 

of missing people, including chil-
dren, swept away by flash floods 
that killed more than 50 in Texas, 
as forecasters warned of new 
deluges.

Local Texans joined forces 
with disaster officials to search 
through the night for the missing, 
including 27 girls from a river-
side Christian summer camp.

Texas Governor Greg Abbott 
said Camp Mystic on the banks 
of the Guadalupe River, where 
some 750 girls had been staying 
when the floodwaters hit, had 

been "horrendously ravaged in 
ways unlike I've seen in any nat-
ural disaster."

"The height the rushing water 
reached to the top of the cabins 
was shocking," he said in a post 
on social media platform X after 
a visit to the site.

"We won't stop until we find 
every girl who was in those cab-
ins." The Kerr County summer 
camp was in disarray, with blan-
kets, teddy bears and other be-
longings caked in mud. Windows 
in the cabins were shattered, ap-
parently by the force of the water.

The National Weather Ser-
vice (NWS) warned Sunday that 
slow-moving thunderstorms 

threatened more flash floods 
over the saturated ground of cen-
tral Texas.The flooding began 
Friday -- the start of the Fourth 
of July holiday weekend -- as 
months' worth of rain fell in a 
matter of hours, much of it com-
ing overnight as people slept.

The Guadalupe, which flows 
through Kerr County, surged 
some 26 feet (eight meters) -- 
more than a two-story building- 
in just 45 minutes. “We have re-
covered 43 deceased individuals 
in Kerr County. Among these 
who are deceased we have 28 
adults and 15 children,” said 
Larry Leitha, the sheriff of the  
region.

Hezbollah chief says 
won’t surrender 
under Israeli 
threats
Beirut, Lebanon

Hezbollah leader Naim 
Qassem said Sunday 

his group would not surren-
der or lay down its weap-
ons in response to Israeli 
threats, despite pressure on 
the Lebanese militants to 
disarm.

His speech came ahead of 
a visit expected Monday by 
US envoy Thomas Barrack 
during which Lebanese au-
thorities are due to respond 
to a request to disarm Hez-
bollah by year's end, accord-
ing to a Lebanese official 

who spoke on condi-
tion of an-
onymity.

Russia says 
captured 

two more 
east Ukraine 
settlements
AFP | Moscow, Russia

Russia said yesterday 
it had captured an-

other two settlements in 
east Ukraine, one in the 
Donetsk region and one in 
the Kharkiv region.

Ukraine did not immedi-
ately comment on Russia's 
claims.

Moscow has been grind-
ing forward on the front line 
for over a year, pressing its 
advantage against over-
stretched and outmanned 
Ukrainian troops.

On Sunday, Russia said it 
had captured the village of 
Piddubne in Donetsk and 
Sobolivka in Kharkiv.

Piddubne was home to 
around 500 people before 
the conflict and lies just 
seven kilometres (four 
miles) from the border of 
Ukraine's central Dnipro-
petrovsk region.

The Sobolivka village lies 
some three kilometres (two 
miles) west of the town of 
Kupiansk, outside of areas 
Russia claims it is holding, 
according to battlefield 
maps by the US-based In-
stitute for the Study of War 
(ISW).

Several wildfires broke out on Saturday across European countries including Greece, 
Turkey and France, whose southern regions are battling multiple fires following 
a prolonged heatwave. In Turkey, where firefighters have battled more than 600 
fires in the drought-hit nation over the past week, authorities said a forestry worker 
injured while fighting the flames in the province of Izmir had died of his injuries. The 
blaze, about 100 kilometres (62 miles) east of the coastal resort of Izmir, had already 
claimed the lives of an 81-year-old bedridden man and a 39-year-old forestry worker 
on Thursday.

Wildfires spread across Europe


