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I have tested positive 
for COVID-19. Under 

(medical) advice I 
have isolated myself 
at home & taking all 
precautions. I have 

mild symptoms. 
Please keep me in 
your kind prayers

ZAFAR MIRZA
STATE MINISTER OF HEALTH

A healthcare worker checks the temperature of residents of a slum area 
using an electronic thermometer during a check-up campaign for the 
coronavirus disease (COVID-19), in Mumbai, India

India tallies third-
highest corona cases 
but death rate low

Reuters | New Delhi/Mumbai

India yesterday overtook 
Russia to record the world’s 

third-highest number of coro-
navirus infections at nearly 
700,000, even as its hardest-hit 
state said it will allow hotels to 
reopen this week.

Health ministry data from 
the world’s second-most pop-
ulous country showed more 
than 23,000 new cases on 
Monday, down slightly from 
Sunday’s record increase of al-
most 25,000. There have been 
almost 20,000 deaths in India 
since the first case was detect-
ed there in January.

India now trails only the 
United States and Brazil in the 
number of COVID-19 cases and 
it has recorded eight times as 
many cases as China, where 
the virus was first identified 
in late 2019.

But its death rate per 10,000 
people is still a low 0.15, com-
pared with 3.97 in the United 
States and 6.65 in the Unit-
ed Kingdom, according to a 
Reuters tally. Mainland China 
stands at 0.03.

Officials said they had re-
versed a decision to reopen 
the Taj Mahal, India’s most 
famous tourist attraction, in 

the city of Agra, on Monday, 
following a rise in new cases 
in the area.

Some other monuments in 
and around the capital New 
Delhi opened on Monday, al-
beit with very few visitors. 
India is pushing ahead with 
relaxations to its more than 
two-month lockdown amid 
grim economic forecasts.

New Delhi, along with Ma-
harashtra, home to India’s fi-
nancial capital Mumbai, and 
the southern state of Tamil 
Nadu account for about 60% 
of the total coronavirus cases 
in the country.

Maharashtra - the worst-
hit state with nearly 210,000 
cases - said it would let hotels 
outside containment zones 
reopen at 33% capacity from 
Wednesday and issued guide-
lines for staff and guests.

India is also seeing an up-
take in cases in states such as 
Kerala, Karnataka and Assam, 
which until recently had been 
relatively unscathed.

“This is showing up as an 
urban health challenge,” said 
Dr Rajib Dasgupta, a professor 
of community health at the 
Jawaharlal Nehru Universi-
ty in New Delhi, noting it is 
exposing weaknesses in the 
public health system.

A worker rests as he builds a High Dependency Unit (HDU) at a COVID-19 care 
centre in New Delhi

A health worker wearing Personal Protective Equipment (PPE) carries the 
body of a person who died due to COVID-19 on a handcart at a crematorium 
in New Delhi

Pakistan’s health minister tests positive for Coronavirus

• Foreign Minister 
Shah Mehmood 
Qureshi tested postivie 
a few days back

• Minister for Railways 
Sheikh Rasheed and the 
speaker, Asad Qaiser also 
contracted the virus

• 48 doctors 
resigned in the eastern 
city of Lahore

Reuters | Islamabad/Lahore

Pakistan’s health minister 
yesterday said he had test-
ed positive for COVID-19, 

the latest senior figure to con-
tract the novel coronavirus in a 
country where rising cases are 
putting pressure on the health 
system.

“I have tested positive for 
COVID-19. Under (medical) ad-
vice I have isolated myself at 
home & taking all precautions. 
I have mild symptoms. Please 
keep me in your kind prayers,” 
State Minister of Health Zafar 

Mirza said on Twitter.
Pakistan has so far confirmed 

more than 229,831 cases with 
4,762 deaths, according to gov-
ernment figures. The coun-
try has continued to confirm 
around 4,000 new cases per day, 
despite daily testing numbers 
falling.

A number of high level offi-
cials have tested positive in Pa-
kistan, including Foreign Min-
ister Shah Mehmood Qureshi 
who announced he had the virus 
on Friday, just days after meet-
ing with US Special Envoy for 

Afghanistan Zalmay Khalilzad.
The Minister for Railways 

Sheikh Rasheed and the speak-
er of the lower house of par-
liament, Asad Qaiser have also 
contracted the virus.

On Monday, 48 doctors re-
signed in the eastern city of La-
hore, one of the hardest hit areas 
by the virus. Salman Haseeb, 
president of the Young Doctors 
Association for Punjab, said the 
resignations were due to low 
morale in the stretched health 
system due to poor working 
conditions.

“See the lack of seriousness 
of the government during the 
deadly pandemic that it is ac-
cepting resignations instead of 
addressing the doctors’ prob-
lems at this critical time when 
more doctors are much needed 
in Pakistan,” he said.

The spokesman for the Pun-
jab Health Department, Syed 
Hammad Raza, said that the 
resignations were not relat-
ed to COVID-19 and were due 
to personal reasons, and that 
doctors had enough protective 
equipment and received extra 
bonuses for working during the 
pandemic.

Pakistan’s Health Minister, Zafar Mirza (R), interacts with the mother of a 
Pakistani student, who is stuck in the locked down Hubei province at the 
center of China’s coronavirus outbreak, as people demand evacuation of their 
children during a meeting in Islamabad, Pakistan

Mexican police arrest 3 over 
rehab attack that killed 27

• The attack was part 
of an ongoing battle 
between rival cartels

AFP | Mexico City 

Mexican police have ar-
rested three men over 
a bloody gun attack on 

a drug rehabilitation center that 
left 27 people dead, the local 
prosecutor’s office said Sunday.

Gunmen burst into the cen-
tre in the city of Irapuato in 
the central Guanajuato state 
on Wednesday, forcing vic-
tims “onto the ground and shot 
them”, authorities said.

The suspects were captured 
in a swoop by special forces, 
the prosecutor’s office said on 
Twitter, calling the incident a 
“heinous crime.”

Mexico’s President Andres 
Manuel Lopez Obrador has con-
demned the attack -- the dead-
liest of its kind this year in the 
country. The original death toll 
was 24, but three of those who 
were injured have since died.

The president called on the 
Guanajuato government, which 
is in opposition hands, to in-
vestigate whether the violence 
could be partly due to “conspir-
acy” between local authorities 
and criminal gangs.

According to local media, 
the attack was part of an on-
going battle between rival  
cartels.

The presence of large-scale 
energy infrastructure in Guana-
juato has attracted gangs such as 
the Santa Rosa de Lima cartel, 
which deals in stolen fuel and 
is battling the powerful Jalisco 
New Generation cartel for con-
trol of the lucrative trade.

On June 21, authorities said 
they had captured 26 suspected 

members of the Santa Rosa de 
Lima cartel, which responded 
by setting up blockades of burn-
ing vehicles in three cities.

Several days earlier six mem-
bers of one family, including a 
minor, had been murdered in 
the city of Celaya, one of those 
where the gang set up road-
blocks.

Wednesday’s attack was the 
second-most lethal assault since 
Lopez Obrador came to pow-
er in December 2018, after 28 
people were killed at a bar in 
the eastern state of Veracruz 
last August.

Since December 2006 when 
the then-government launched 
a military operation against 
drug trafficking gangs, more 
than 290,000 people have been 
murdered, according to official 
figures.

The attack was condemned by Mexican President Andres Manuel Lopez Obrador

KNOW WHAT

Sinaloa Cartel

The main cartels 
in Mexico?
La Familia Cartel
Tijuana Cartel.
Beltran-Leyva Cartel.
Sinaloa Cartel.
Juárez Cartel.
La Familia Michoacana.
Gulf Cartel.
Los Zetas.

The United States Intelligence 
Community considers the Sinaloa 

Cartel “the most powerful drug 
trafficking organization in the 

world” and in 2011, the Los 
Angeles Times called it “Mexico’s 

most powerful organized crime 
group.

Hilary Duff slams holiday 
partying amid pandemic

ANI | Washington 

American actor Hilary 
Duff recently slammed 
irresponsible holiday 

partygoers amid the coronavirus 
pandemic.

According to Fox News, the 
32-year-old star shared a post on 
Instagram wherein she spoke 
about the irresponsible holiday 

partygoers and even seemingly 
poked fun at rapper Kanye West 
in the process.

In the post, Duff shared a 
handful of photos of herself, 
her husband Matthew Koma 
and their year-old daughter 
Banks.

On the caption, the ‘Liz-
zie McGuire’ star said her 
family celebrated the July 

4 (Independence Day 2020 in the 
United States) with two walks, a fam-
ily nap and a drive.

She wrote, “Drove by a raging 
house party on Mulholland. A**holes. 
No masks (of course). Girls in bath-
ing suits and Louboutins waiting 
to get in like a line at a club. After 
Mathew and I told Banks she’s too 
cool to ever need to do that we were  
steaming...”

Duff explained that “California is in 
bad shape” and that “we all want to go 
out freely” without worry.

The ‘Cadet Kelly’ star continued, 
“It really seems like Americans just 
don’t care about each other. Somehow 
this pandemic has turned into a polit-
ical stance between parties... that’s a 
head-scratcher for me.”

“Other countries have come togeth-

er in a beautiful way to con-
tain or be COVID free. It’s 
embarrassing that we are 
worse than ever because 
people need to party 
and Karens won’t wear 
masks!”

The ‘What Goes Up’ 
star made reference to 
“Karen,” a term that has 
come to prominence to 
label a demanding, mid-
dle-aged white woman who 
displays a sense of overbear-
ing entitlement in various 
societal confrontations.

The actor’s statements 
come after several states have 
seen steep spikes in reported 
COVID-19 cases as efforts to re-
open the United States progress.
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celebs

Across
1- “___ She Lovely?”; 5- Icon; 10- Legal wrong; 14- Scottish body; 15- Get to the 
point?; 16- ___-Tass (Russian news agency); 17- Hawaiian outdoor feast; 18- Ring; 
19- Brief letter, paper money; 20- Diamond; 22- Short literary composition; 
23- Simon ___; 24- Nothing more than; 26- Like a fleabag; 29- An amorous glance; 
33- Chocolate source; 34- Onto; 35- Caliginous; 36- Unattractive; 37- Sheeplike; 38- 
Moore of “G.I. Jane”; 39- Monk’s title; 40- Viewpoint; 41- Sublease; 42- Captivat-
ing; 44- Head lock; 45- Plant anchor; 46- That’s ___ haven’t heard; 48- Songwriters’ 
org.; 51- Force per unit area; 55- Regretted; 56- You ___ mouthful!; 58- Tiger’s 
choice; 59- Female child; 60- ___ alia; 61- Look at lustfully; 62- Oklahoma Native; 
63- Brings up; 64- ___-do-well;

Down 
1- Troubles; 2- Liquid food; 3- Final Four org.; 4- Fifth day of the week; 5- San 
Marino surrounder; 6- Female horses; 7- Impersonator; 8- ___-X; 9- Mound stat; 10- 
Showy pretense; 11- Western Native Americans; 12- Pro follower; 13- Low card; 21- 
Deck; 22- Della’s creator; 24- Had in mind; 25- Green land; 26- Scrape with one’s 
foot; 27- Tidal bore; 28- Dazzling display; 29- Unpaid; 30- Designer Simpson; 31- 
Small change; 32- Gives off; 34- ___-garde; 37- Mixed bag; 38- Ridicule; 40- Hit the 
mall; 41- Hwys.; 43- Tiny bed; 46- Cry from the bench; 47- Approaches; 48- Jason’s 
craft; 49- Clubs, e.g.; 50- King mackerel; 51- Pocket bread; 52- The munchies, e.g.; 
53- Acting part; 54- Cabinet dept.; 56- Title of a knight; 57- Hydrocarbon suffix;

S U D O K U C R O S S W O R D

Yesterday’s solution
Yesterday’s solution

How to play
Place a number in the empty boxes in such 
a way that each row across, each column 
down and each 9-box square contains all 
of the numbers from one to nine. 

Charlize 
Theron finds 
homeschooling 
her kids 

‘incredibly 
stressful’

IANS | Los Angeles

Ac t re s s  C h a r l i z e 
Theron says her 

biggest challenge has 
been homeschooling 
her children.

The Oscar winner 
has joked about homes-
chooling her two daugh-
ters amid the coronavi-
rus pandemic, reports 
usmagazine.com.
“I’d say the biggest chal-

lenge for me is just homes-
chooling,” Theron said.

“It was an incredibly stress-
ful time for me, and I will 
make any action movie over 
and over and over again be-
fore I homeschool again,” she 
added.

She also spoke about the cur-
rent Hollywood shutdown.

“It’s one of those jobs where it 
takes a village. You need a lot of 

people in order to do it, and I 
don’t know how we’re going to 
do that anytime soon in a safe 

manner,” said the actress.

Dwayne Johnson 
becomes Instagram’s 
highest-paid celebrity
ANI | Washington 

American-Canadian actor Dwayne Johnson 
is Instagram’s highest-paid celebrity.

According to social media marketing firm 
Hopper HQ, the 48-year-old star can charge 
advertisers roughly 1,015,000 USD for a spon-
sored post, reported Fox News.

As of publication, Johnson had 189 million 
followers followed by Kylie Jenner with 183 
million.

Hopper HQ published a list of highest-earn-
ing stars in 2017 after speaking with ce-
lebrities and social media influencers 
to determine how much they were 
being paid, as well as speaking with 
advertisers to estimate how much 
could be charged for a post.

Exact amounts often aren’t 
known due to relative secre-
cy among marketers and 
influencers.

As per the report, 
beauty mogul Jenner 
now sits at number two 
at an estimated 986,000 
USD per post.

Also on this year’s list 
were pro soccer player 
Cristiano Ronaldo - who 
charged about 889,000 
USD per post, and Jenner’s 
sister Kim Kardashian, who 
could charge 858,000 USD. 
American singer Ariana 
Grande rounds out the 
top five, charging about 
853,000 USD.

Italian film composer Ennio Morricone dies aged 91
Reuters | Rome 

Ennio Morricone, the Oscar-win-
ning Italian composer whose 

haunting scores to Spaghetti West-
erns like “A Fistful of Dollars” and 
“The Good, the Bad and the Ugly” 
helped define a cinematic era, died 
on Monday. He was 91.

Morricone broke his femur 10 days 
ago and died at dawn in a clinic in 
Rome, his lawyer Giorgio Assumma 
told Reuters.

Outside the clinic, Assumma hand-

ed reporters a death notice written by 
the composer himself, beginning “I, 
Ennio Morricone, am dead.”

In a moving one-page text, 
Morricone thanked his close 
friends and family for their 
companionship, naming 
his children and grand-
children and saying “I hope 
they understand how much I loved  
them.”

He dedicated “the most painful 
goodbye” to his wife Maria Travia, 
whom he married in 1956, saying “to 
her I renew the extraordinary love 
that bound us together and that I am 
sorry to abandon.”

Ennio Morricone

Gigi Hadid claps back at claim she’s 
‘disguising’ her baby bump

ANI | Washington 

American supermodel Gigi 
Hadid recently called out 

a publication for posting an 
article that suggested she’s 
been “disguising” her grow-

ing baby bump with her 
fashion choices.

According to E!News, 
earlier this week, British 
Vogue published a sto-
ry about Hadid’s preg-

nancy. The outlet ex-
plained that during 
an Instagram Live, 
the 25-year-old 
model answered a 

fan’s question about 

not having “a tummy.”
Hadid answered, “This angle and 

the really baggy jumpsuit make for 
an optical illusion. From the side, it’s 
a different story!”

However, Hadid cleared the air 
and clapped back at the publication 
for its misleading headline.

“Disguise....,” she began her cap-
tion on Twitter, which was directly 
in response to British Vogue’s post 
on the social media platform. “I 
said in a baggy jumpsuit the front 
and side views are visually different 
stories - not that that was intention-
al or I was trying to hide anything. 
Will be proud and happy to share 
‘insight’ when I feel like it, thanks.”

“For now I am proudly experi-

encing and sharing this 
time with my family and 
loved ones,” she added.

While rumours are 
doing the rounds that 
Hadid would be hav-
ing a girl and expecting 
her first child with boy-
friend Zayn Malik, she 
has kept details of her 
little one to herself.

She did confirm the 
news of the baby in 
April during a vir-
tual appearance 
on late-night TV 
show host Jimmy 
Fallon’s ‘The Tonight  
Show’.

Keanu Reeves, 
girlfriend Alexandra 
Grant enjoy dinner 
in Berlin with his 
‘Matrix 4’ costars
ANI | Washington 

Hollywood star Keanu 
Reeves rang in the 

Fourth of July (Independ-
ence Day in the United 

States) with his girl-
f r i e n d  A l exa n d ra 
Grant by his side.

According to Peo-
ple magazine, the 
couple was spotted 
out to dinner on 
Saturday in Berlin 
(local time) and 
was joined by sev-
eral of Reeves’ ‘The 
Matrix 4’ costars, 
i n c l u d i n g  C a r-
rie-Anne Moss.

The 55-year-old 
actor looked dap-
per for the outing 
in a black suit and 
pants while Grant 

opted for a dark 
black jacket and col-
our-coordinated pants.

Hilary Duff

Charlize Theron

Dwayne Johnson Gigi Hadid


