
I THINK THAT WE’RE ALL MENTALLY ILL. 
THOSE OF US OUTSIDE THE ASYLUMS ONLY 
HIDE IT A LITTLE BETTER - AND MAYBE NOT 
ALL THAT MUCH BETTER AFTER ALL
STEPHEN KING
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HISTORY
Treaty of Tordesillas: Spain and Portu-
gal divide the New World along a merid-
ian 370 leagues west of the Cape Verde 
Islands off the west coast of Africa

English King Charles I 
ratifies the Petition of 

Right

Louis XIV is crowned King of 
France

British Museum is founded 
by an Act of Parliament 

with royal assent from King 
George II, opens in 1759
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We are building a 
more independent 

European Union. A Un-
ion that’s more secure, 
resilient and complete. 
And it will not be com-
plete without the Western 
Balkans 

@vonderleyen

My wife and I learned 
with great sadness 

of the passing of Berna-
dette Chirac. First Lady, 
she marked our Histo-
ry alongside President 
Jacques Chirac, the life 
of Corrèze where she was 
elected, and the fate of 
millions of anonymous 
patients as well, thanks to 
her intimate and steadfast 
commitment.Bernadette 
Chirac changed so many 
lives with discretion and 
obstinacy. A great lady of 
the heart has departed. 
The Nation shares the 
grief of her family, her 
loved ones, and all those 
who cherished her.

@EmmanuelMacron

Congratulations to 
our @UN  Military 

Gender Advocate of the 
Year, Major Abhilasha 
Barak of India, who is 
#ServingForPeace with 
@UNPeacekeeping  in 
Lebanon.  Her work 
shows the critical role 
that @UNIFIL_ plays 
& how its presence is 
transforming the lives 
of women & girls, even 
under the most chal-
lenging circumstances. 
Major Barak, you are a 
role model to those you 
serve & those you serve 
with. Thank you for your 
service.

@antonioguterres

 Disclaimer: (Views expressed 
by columnists are personal and 
need not necessarily reflect our 

editorial stance)
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Ebola, which is spread 
through close contact and 

bodily fluids, has killed 
more than 15,000 people 
in Africa over the past 50 

years.

KNOW WHAT

C A P T A I N ’ S  C O R N E R 

CAPTAIN MAHMOOD AL MAHMOOD

Looking at macro 
solutions for micro-

plastics

Bahrain tackles 
microplastics as 

a profound public 
health crisis, not just 

an aesthetic issue. 
Through its active 

participation in the 
UN Environment 

Programme’s 
#CleanSeas campaign, 

the Supreme Council 
for the Environment 

(SCE) coordinates 
closely with research 
bodies. They actively 

monitor plastic particle 
toxicity within local 

fish stocks and marine 
ecosystems.

Bahrain is aggressively expanding its environmental strategy 
to address the unseen, toxic threat of microplastics. While 

global headlines focus on macroscopic items like plastic straws 
and shopping bags, the Kingdom recognises that macroscopic 
breakdown leads directly to health-altering microparticles. 
T h e s e  m i c ro -
scopic fragments 
inf i l trate  ma-
rine food chains, 
drinking water, 
and human tis-
sue. To safeguard 
public health, 
Bahrain is shift-
ing its focus from 
basic litter man-
agement toward 
a  comprehen-
sive, health-cen-
tric preventative 
framework.

Rather  than 
just  managing 
visible waste, the 
Ministry of In-
dustry and Com-
merce  ( MOIC) 
targets the struc-
tural vulnerabil-
ities that create 
microplast ics. 
High-heat  ex-
p o s u re  a c c e l -
e ra t e s  p l a st i c 
polymer degra-
dation, shedding 
millions of mi-
croparticles di-
rectly into food.

Parliament re-
cently approved 
a critical pro-
posal  banning 
the packaging 
o f  h o t  b r e a d 
and fresh baked 
goods in plastic 
wrappers. Bak-
eries must tran-
sition to paper 
and eco-friendly 
alternatives to 
stop chemical 
and microplastic 
leaching at the 
consumer level.

Under Deci-
sion No. (7) of 
2026, Bahrain prohibited the manufacturing, import, or dis-
tribution of single-use plastic bags less than 57 microns thick. 
Ultra-thin bags fragment rapidly under the harsh Gulf sun into 
airborne and aquatic microplastics. Forcing a shift to sturdy, 
multi-use alternatives drastically cuts down on this rapid 
fragmentation loop.

The Kingdom has banned pre-packed plastic water bottles 
smaller than 200 millilitres. Small, flimsy bottles pose a dual 
threat: they are rarely recycled and are primary culprits for 
leaching microplastics directly into drinking water under high 
temperatures.

Bahrain tackles microplastics as a profound public health cri-
sis, not just an aesthetic issue. Through its active participation 
in the UN Environment Programme’s #CleanSeas campaign, 
the Supreme Council for the Environment (SCE) coordinates 
closely with research bodies. They actively monitor plastic 
particle toxicity within local fish stocks and marine ecosystems.

By combining rigorous port inspections, strict market com-
pliance tracking, and targeted awareness campaigns, Bahrain 
is establishing a robust blueprint. The objective is clear: cut 
off plastic pollution at the source before it degrades into the 
invisible, health-altering particles that threaten human biology.

 (Captain Mahmood Al Mahmood is the Editor-in-Chief of The Daily Tribune 
and the President of the Arab-African Unity Organisation for Relief, Human 
Rights and Counterterrorism)

Wolf that bit woman in 
German mall likely dead

AFP | Berlin, Germany

A wolf that bit a woman at 
a shopping mall in Ham-

burg,  northern Germany, in 
late March -- in the first such 
incident since the species re-
turned to Germany some 30 
years ago -- is likely dead, lo-
cal authorities said yesterday. 

"Based on available evi-
dence, the animal is likely 
dead," city environmental 
authority Bukea told AFP, 
confirming several news re-
ports to that effect.

A few days after its capture 
following the mall incident, 
the animal was released into 
the wild but fitted with a 
tracking device.

Since then, 
it left Ham-
burg for a ru-
ral area more 
t h a n  1 5 0 
ki lometres 
(90 miles) 
away, Bukea 
explained.

But the signal 
from the track-
ing collar "abrupt-
ly stopped" late last 
month, Bukea add-
ed, noting it consid-

ered "a malfunction or simple 
loss of the collar unlikely".

Experts have "searched 
a wide area" several times 
based on the geolocation, but 
"without success," the organ-
isation added.

Regional public broadcast-
er NDR raised the possibility 
the animal could have been 
shot.

Wolves had virtually disap-
peared from Germany by the 
mid-19th century, mainly due 
to rewards being offered for 
their capture and to habitat 
destruction.

However, some wolves 
from Poland began to set-
tle in eastern Germany after 
reunification in 1990, amid 
strengthened wildlife protec-
tion measures.

An official study last year 
identified 219 

wolf packs 
across Ger-
many.

SpaceX signs pre-IPO deal to 
provide AI computing to Google
AFP | Washington, United 
States

SpaceX on Friday signed a 
blockbuster cloud com-

puting agreement under 
which Google will pay the 
Elon Musk-founded rocket 
company $920 million per 
month for access to a mas-
sive cluster of AI chips, ac-
cording to a disclosure in its 
initial public offering filing.

The deal,  which will 
b o l s t e r 
SpaceX’s 
financ-
e s 
ahead 
of its 
IPO on 
J u n e 
12, cov-
e r s  a 
c o m p u t -
i n g  i n f r a -
structure of 
approxi-
mately 

110,000 Nvidia GPUs -- the 
crucial hardware needed to 
power Google’s Gemini AI 
models.

The filing says Google will 
begin paying the full month-
ly rate in October 2026, with 
a reduced fee applying dur-
ing a ramp-up period until 
then.

T h e  a g re e m e n t  r u n s 
through June 2029, imply-
ing total payments of roughly 
$30 billion over the life of the 
contract.

The deal resembles one 
struck with AI giant An-
thropic, in which SpaceX 
leased compute capacity at 
its Colossus data centers 
in Memphis, Tennessee for 
$1.25 billion a month.

The facilities were origi-
nally built to power Musk’s 

rival AI venture, xAI

Nearly 500 confirmed cases in Central 
Africa Ebola outbreak: WHO

AFP | Geneva, Switzerland

Nearly 500 Ebola cases 
have now been confirmed 

in the deadly outbreak rag-
ing in central Africa, a WHO 
ove r v i e w  s h owe d  Sa t u r-
day, amid mounting concern 
over the swelling scale of the  
epidemic.

In its daily update on the situ-
ation, the World Health Organ-
ization tallied 452 confirmed 
cases, including 82 deaths, in 
the Democratic Republic of 
Congo, where the outbreak 
was declared three weeks  
ago.

In neighbouring Uganda, 
meanwhile, it counted 19 con-
firmed cases, including two 
deaths.

The total of 471 cases and 84 
deaths, based on numbers re-
ported by the DRC and Ugandan 
governments, marked a hike of 
100 cases and 20 deaths from a 
day earlier.

The increase came amid 
warnings that the outbreak, 
which the WHO has declared 

an international public health 
emergency, could eventually 

swell to become the largest on 
record.

US strikes radar 
installations in Iran

Trump says Iran has ‘22 percent’ of missiles left
AFP | Washington, United States

The United States military 
said it attacked radar sites 
on Iran’s southern coast 

Friday in the latest flare-up to 
threaten the ceasefire in the 
Mideast war.

US Central Command said in 
a statement that its forces shot 
down four Iranian one-way at-
tack drones launched toward the 
Strait of Hormuz, then attacked 
Iranian coastal surveillance ra-
dar sites in the 
city of Go-
ruk and on 

Qeshm 
Island.

“ T h e 

attack drones posed an immedi-
ate threat to regional maritime 
traffic,” while the strikes on ra-

dar installations “defend against 
further attacks,” the statement 
said.

Iranian state broadcast-
er IRIB reported on Saturday 
that “several explosions were 
heard” in Sirik in southern Iran 
at around 2:30 am (2300 GMT  
Friday).

“No official source has com-
mented on the origin of the 
sound or its details,” the broad-
caster said on Telegram.

A ceasefire  has been in 
place between the United 
States and Iran since April 8, 
but subsequent talks to try to 
put a more permanent end to 
the conflict have so far been  
unsuccessful.

US President Donald Trump 
acknowledged in an interview 
with NBC News late Friday that 
Iran still has war-fighting ca-
pacity.

“They have some missiles, they 
have some drones. I would say, 
percentage wise, maybe 21, 22 
percent of their missiles,” Trump 
said.

Iran’s military said Friday it 
had fired “warning missiles” at 
two US destroyers in the Gulf of 
Oman -- a claim promptly denied 
by the US military.

Frozen funds key to progress in US talks
AFP | Tehran, Iran

The release of frozen Ira-
nian funds has become a 

key issue in negotiations be-
tween Tehran and Washing-
ton aimed at ending their war, 
a senior Iranian official said.

Iran has been subject to 
asset freezes and 

s w e e p -
ing sanc-
t i o n s  by 
the Unit-
ed States 
and other 

W e s t e r n 
countries since 

its 1979 Islamic 
revolution that 

toppled the 
U S - b a c k e d 

S h a h , 
M o -

hammad Reza Pahlavi.
In an interview broadcast 

on Friday, Mohsen Rezaei, a 
former commander of the Is-
lamic Revolutionary Guard 
Corps and an adviser to Iran’s 
supreme leader, said the talks 
were failing over the release of 
Iranian assets.

“If he (Trump) wants to 
reach an agreement with Iran, 
this $24 billion is a test of trust 
that Iran wants to have with 
Trump,” he told CNN, accord-
ing to an English translation 
of his remarks provided by the 
channel.

“This is a test that America 
must pass and the path will be 
opened,” he said, adding that 
“this is our own money, not 
America’s money”.

While there is no official 
figure for the total amount of 
frozen Iranian assets, media 
reports have estimated the 
sum at between $100 billion 
and $123 billion.

Rescuers halt search for 
last men lost in Laos cave
AFP | Vientiane, Laos

Rescuers called off their 
search yesterday for 
two men trapped in a 

semi-submerged cave in Laos 
for more than two weeks, as 
the site became unstable and 
survival hopes faded.

Seven vil lagers became 
trapped in the cave in central 
Xaysomboun province on May 
20 when flash floods blocked 
their exit as they hunted bats 
for food and searched for gold 
in old mining areas, state media 
said.

Rescue teams located five 
of the men alive a week later, 
with one extracted by divers 
on May 29 and four guided out 
the following day after water 
was pumped from the flooded 
cavern.

The two others remained 
missing despite intensive 
searching by Laos and interna-
tional rescue teams.

Lee Kian Lie, a Malaysian 
cave diver who joined the op-
eration on May 28, told AFP it 
was at an “end” as the risks of 
continuing outweighed the slim 
chances of the men’s rescue.

“We were so close,” Lee said. 
“The water in the cave was al-
ready manageable, but the cave 

entrance started to become un-
stable.”

“To continue the operation 
is high risk,” he added. “They 
will continue to manage the 
water by pumping and digging 
at possible resurgence points 
to let the water flow out faster. 
Perhaps a miracle will happen.”

“Everyone tried. We tried. I 
am sorry for the family.”

Lee described the mission 
as the most dangerous rescue 
operation he had experienced, 
saying the team faced flooding, 
unstable cave structures, tight 
restrictions and poor air quality.

Thai lead rescuer Kengkad 
Bongkawong said in a social 

media post on Saturday that 
“no one is allowed inside the 
cave” because “it is too risky 
for anyone to enter”, but water 
pumping operations would per-
sist outside.

“Even though we don’t 
know the current condition 
of those two individuals, re-
ducing the water level inside 
the cave is the best approach 
right now,” he posted on  
Facebook.

“There are still food rations 
and survival supplies that we 
have placed at various points 
inside the cave. If miracles ex-
ist, I believe their expertise will 
guide them out safely.”

Russia says downed hundreds 
of drones from Ukraine
AFP | Moscow, Russia

Russia said yesterday it 
intercepted hundreds of 
Ukrainian drones includ-

ing near Saint Petersburg, where 
Moscow is hosting a major eco-
nomic forum, as Ukraine report-
ed at least three people killed by 
Russian strikes.

Moscow and Kyiv have inten-
sified drone strikes on each other 
in recent months as US-led diplo-
matic efforts to end the war, now 
in its fifth year, remain stalled 
over the conflict in the Middle 

East.
The Saint Petersburg 

International Econom-
ic Forum (SPIEF) -- once 
dubbed "Russia's Davos" -- 
ends on Saturday, a day after 
the event featured a speech by 
Russian President Vladimir 
Putin.

"Eighty-six UAVs have been 
shot down over Leningrad re-
gion. Combat operations contin-
ue," said Aleksandr Drozdenko, 
governor of the region whose 
major city is Saint Petersburg 
and which also includes key Bal-

tic ports.
On the first day of the summit, 

Ukrainian drones hit an oil com-
plex and military base in Saint 
Petersburg, which is also Putin's 
home city.

Overnight, Russia’s defence 
ministry said its air defence 

d o w n e d  a 
total of 376 Ukrainian drones 
“over Belgorod, Bryansk, Kaluga, 
Kursk, Leningrad, Novgorod, 
Oryol, Pskov, Rostov, Ryazan, 
Smolensk, Tver, and Tula re-
gions, Moscow region, Crimea 
Republic, Abkhazia Republic, 
and over the waters of the Azov 
and Black Seas”. US warns Ebola outbreak on 

scale of largest 'is possible'
AFP | Washington, United 
States

The US CDC on Friday 
urged strong public 

health interventions against 
the current Ebola outbreak, 
citing their models that show 
it could otherwise rival the 
scale of the 2014 West Africa 
outbreak.

That eruption of the virus 
resulted in more than 28,000 
cases and more than 11,000 
deaths. "That scale is possi-
ble," said Jason Asher, direc-
tor of CDC's Center for Fore-
casting and Outbreak Analyt-
ics, during a press briefing.

The US projections from 
the Centers for Disease Con-

trol and Prevention were part 
of Morbidity and Mortality 
Weekly Report documents 
published Friday.

The worst outcomes could 
be avoided if "a larger propor-
tion of patients were identi-
fied, isolated, and treated," 
the agency said in its reports.

But "the public health re-
sponse to control this out-
break will likely need to be 
of similar magnitude to the 
response for the 2014-2016 
West Africa Ebola outbreak."

Asher emphasized the 
models were "not a forecast" 
but "a planning tool."

"They're designed to sup-
port action, not to generate 
alarm."

Putin rules out meeting Zelensky 
and vows to pursue war goals
AFP | Saint Petersburg, Russia

Russian President Vladimir 
Putin on Friday ruled out 

meeting his Ukrainian coun-
terpart any time soon, a day af-
ter Volodymyr Zelensky called 
for a sit-down between the 
leaders to end the four-
year war.

Speaking at an eco-
nomic forum in his 
home city of Saint 
Petersburg, Putin 
said he saw 
“no point” 
in meeting 
Z e l e n s k y 

until a possible peace deal 
had been agreed. Zelensky hit 
back saying the Russian leader 
was “weak” and “choosing war 
again”.

Putin also vowed to press 
on with Russia’s military of-

fensive until its war goals 
had been achieved. Rus-
sia has demanded con-
trol of Ukraine’s eastern 
Donbas region as well as 

sweeping politi-
cal and military 
restr ict ions 

on its neigh-
bour.

North Korea's Kim stresses stronger naval nuclear deterrent
AFP | Seoul, South Korea

North Korean leader Kim 
Jong Un visited the naval 

destroyer Kang Kon to oversee a 
navigation test, state media said 
yesterday, stressing the need to 
enhance the navy's capability to 
deter a nuclear war.

The Saturday report came 
as Beijing and Pyongyang an-
nounced Chinese President Xi 
Jinping will visit North Korea 

from June 8 to 9, after Xi hosted 
back-to-back summits with US 
President Donald Trump and 
Russia's Vladimir Putin last 
month.

Kim has in recent years vowed 
to strengthen North Korea's 
naval capabilities, and in May 
last year oversaw the botched 
launch of the destroyer Kang 
Kon, which was later repaired 
and relaunched a month later.

During the trip on Thursday, 

Kim stressed the importance of 
rapidly developing the naval 
force into a force "capable 
of reliably taking charge of 
a part of the nuclear war 
deterrent", Pyongyang's 
official Korean Central 
News Agency (KCNA) 
said.

Building a navy ca-
pable of delivering a 
"deadly blow" to en-
emies above and 

below the water is a core 
goal of the ruling party's 
current five-year defence 

development plan, Kim 
said.

The North Korean 
leader visited the vessel 

with top officials and his 
daughter, Ju Ae, imag-
es released by Pyong-
yang's state media 

showed.

A rescue team freeing one of seven men (L) trapped inside a semi-submerged


