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S u r v i v o r  R e c a l l s  K u w a i t  A i r p o r t  A t t a c k

Prisoners Released 
Peace

Bahrain welcomed the 
success of mediation ef-
forts led by the United Arab 
Emirates that facilitated a 
new prisoner exchange be-
tween Russia and Ukraine, 
involving 370 prisoners 
from both sides.

In a statement, Bahrain’s 
Ministry of Foreign Affairs 
described the exchange as 
a positive humanitarian de-
velopment that contributes 
to de-escalation efforts and 
supports prospects for a 
peaceful resolution to the 
ongoing conflict in Ukraine.

Lebanon 
Sovereignty 
Reaffirmed

The Kingdom of Bahrain 
reaffirmed its strong support 
for the sovereignty, securi-
ty, and stability of the Leb-
anese Republic, reiterating 
its rejection of any foreign 
interference in Lebanon’s 
internal affairs.

In a statement, the Min-
istry of Foreign Affairs 
stressed Bahrain’s backing 
for efforts led by Lebanese 
President General Joseph 
Aoun and the government to 
strengthen state institutions, 
extend full state authority 
across Lebanese territory, 
and ensure that weapons 
remain exclusively under 
state control, in line with 
the Taif Agreement and rele-
vant United Nations Security 
Council resolutions, includ-
ing Resolution 1701.

The ministry also ex-
pressed appreciation for 
mediation efforts led by the 
United States to reach a per-
manent ceasefire in Leba-
non, and commended the 
Lebanese leadership for its 
commitment to diplomatic 
solutions aimed at ending 
hostilities, protecting civil-
ians, and enabling the return 
of displaced populations.

Highest Level of 
Readiness

The General Command 
confirmed that all BDF units 
have been placed at the 
highest level of readiness 
and defensive preparedness 
to protect the Kingdom and 
ensure a rapid response to 
any further threats.

BDF said its air defence 
systems successfully inter-
cepted and destroyed three 
missiles and several drones 
targeting the Kingdom yes-
terday. 

The military urged the 
public to remain cautious 
and avoid approaching any 
unfamiliar or suspicious 
objects resulting from the 
attacks, warning that such 
debris could be dangerous.

Android users urged 
to update phones 
for emergency 
alerts

Android users have been 
advised to update their 
smartphones to the latest 
available software version 
to ensure they receive emer-
gency alerts and notifica-
tions properly and without 
delay.

The guidance highlights 
that some alerts delivered 
via text message notifica-
tions may not always pro-
duce sound, particularly 
when received after mid-
night. This raises concerns 
that important warnings 
could be missed if devices 
are not fully updated.

Users are encouraged to 
regularly check for updates 
and install them as soon as 
they become available.

To do so, users can open 
the Settings app on their de-
vice, tap on “System,” then 
select “Software update.” If 
an update is available, users 
should follow the on-screen 
instructions to complete the 
installation.

GCC Stands as One
Bahrain and Kuwait targeted in pre-dawn strike condemned across the Arab world

Iran launched a fresh wave 
of ballistic missile attacks 
against Bahrain and Ku-

wait in the early hours of Satur-
day, firing seven missiles toward 
the two Gulf nations in what 
regional governments swiftly 
condemned as a blatant act of 
aggression.

Bahrain’s Ministry of Foreign 
Affairs condemned the attack as 
a flagrant violation of both coun-
tries’ sovereignty and a grave 
breach of the United Nations 
Charter. The ministry specifi-
cally cited UN Security Council 
Resolution 2817 (2026)—which 
previously condemned Iran’s 
attacks and its attempts to close 
or obstruct navigation through 
the Strait of Hormuz—as further 
proof of Iran’s continued defi-
ance of international law.

Bahrain called on Tehran to 
immediately cease its attacks, 
reopen the Strait of Hormuz 
without restriction, disclose the 
locations of naval mines and 
cooperate in their removal, and 
establish a safe humanitarian 
corridor for civilian vessels. The 
ministry also demanded the safe 
departure of more than twenty 
thousand seafarers currently 
stranded in the region.

Missiles Intercepted  
Ku w a i t ’s  A r m e d  Fo r c -

es spokesman Colonel Saud 
Al-Otaibi confirmed that the 
military detected and engaged 
all hostile ballistic missiles 
within Kuwaiti airspace at 
dawn. U.S. Central Command 
said American forces intercept-
ed ballistic missiles launched 
toward Kuwait and Bahrain. 
While no direct hits were re-
ported, shrapnel from the in-

tercepts fell over several resi-
dential areas, causing material 
damage on the ground. 

Regional condemnations
Kuwait declared full solidarity 

with Bahrain, emphasising that 
the security of all Gulf Coopera-
tion Council states is indivisible.  
Saudi Arabia issued its strong-
est denunciation of the attacks, 
calling them brutal aggression 
and a direct threat to regional 
and international security. Qatar 

condemned the strikes as a vio-
lation of international law and 
called for immediate de-escala-
tion to restore regional stability. 
Jordan described the attacks 
as a dangerous escalation that 
undermines all ongoing efforts 
to restore peace in the region, 
pledging absolute solidarity with 
both countries.

Iran has been conducting a 
sustained campaign of missile 
and drone strikes on Bahrain 
since late February 2026, tar-
geting both military installa-
tions and civilian infrastructure 
across the island kingdom. Sat-
urday’s predawn attack marks 
a significant escalation, striking 
two Gulf capitals simultaneous-
ly and drawing unified regional 
fury. With the Strait of Hormuz 
still partially obstructed and 
thousands of seafarers stranded, 
the human and economic cost of 
the conflict continues to mount.

‘I Only Thought About Surviving’

On June 3, when Iran 
launched an attack tar-
geting Kuwait Interna-

tional Airport, Egyptian expa-
triate Mamdouh Abdel Aleem 
found himself caught in a scene 
of chaos and fear. The 35-year-
old telecommunications worker 
was injured by shrapnel while 
attempting to escape the blast, 
later undergoing three surger-
ies as he began a long road to 
recovery.

Mamdouh’s story provides a 
firsthand account of the human 

toll of the attack, illustrating 
how ordinary workers became 
victims of an unexpected act of 
violence. Beyond the physical 
injuries, his experience high-
lights the psychological impact 
of the incident and the acts of 
kindness that emerged amid the 
devastation.

Mamdouh, who has lived in 
Kuwait since 2017 with his broth-
er, works for a telecommunica-
tions company operating within 
the airport. Speaking from his 
hospital bed, he said the day be-
gan like any ordinary shift before 
events took a dramatic turn.

“At around 7 a.m., we heard 
two warning sirens,” he recalled. 
“Then a powerful strike hit. The 
doors were closed, and my only 
thought was to get out and move 
as far away from the area as pos-
sible.”

As panic spread through the 
airport, Mamdouh was struck 
by shrapnel in his arm. How-
ever, the shock and adrena-
line of the moment kept him 
from realizing he was injured.  
( Read more on page 09) 
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Bahrain has reaf-
firmed its commit-
ment to strength-
ening national food 

security and improving the ef-
ficiency of global food supply 
chains, as ministers and experts 
gathered in Istanbul for an in-
ternational meeting focused on 
reducing post-harvest losses.

Minister of Municipalities 
and Agriculture, Eng. Wael bin 
Nasser Al Mubarak, took part 
in the ministerial discussions 
hosted by Turkey’s Ministry 
of Agriculture and Forestry in 
the Turkish capital, bringing 
together ministers from several 
countries alongside special-
ists in agriculture, logistics and 
food security.

The meeting focused on im-
proving the resilience of food 
systems and reducing waste 
after harvest, a growing global 
concern amid ongoing disrup-
tions to international supply 
chains in recent years.

In his remarks, the Bahraini 
minister said the country’s 
approach to food security is 
guided by its leadership, with 
an emphasis on long-term sus-
tainability and diversification 
of supply sources. He pointed 
to national strategies aimed at 
strengthening food systems, 
expanding strategic storage ca-
pacity, and enhancing regional 
and international partnerships.

He said recent global dis-
ruptions demonstrated the 
importance of preparedness 
and flexibility in ensuring the 
continuous flow of essential 
food supplies. He added that 

Bahrain remains committed 
to strengthening its national 
food security framework in line 
with regional and international 
developments.

A key focus of his interven-
tion was post-harvest loss re-
duction, which he described as 
a central pillar of food security 
and sustainability. He stressed 
the importance of adopting 
modern agricultural technolo-
gies, artificial intelligence and 
digital transformation to im-
prove efficiency, reduce waste 
and optimise resource manage-
ment across food supply chains.

At the conclusion of the 
meeting, the minister thanked 
the Republic of Turkey for 
hosting the event and praised 
the efforts of its Ministry of 
Agriculture and Forestry in fa-
cilitating international cooper-
ation on food security.
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BAHRAIN OPENS NEW DOORS IN RUSSIA
Finance Minister Leads High-Level Delegation to Saint Petersburg’s Premier Economic Forum

Bahrain arrived at one 
of the world’s most 
influential economic 

gatherings this week with a 
clear message: the Kingdom is 
open, ambitious, and ready to 
do business.

Shaikh Salman bin Khalifa 
Al Khalifa, Minister of Finance 
and National Economy and 
Chairman of Mumtalakat Hold-
ing Company, led a high-pow-
ered Bahraini delegation to 
the 2026 Saint Petersburg In-
ternational Economic Forum 
(SPIEF). He used the platform 
to hold strategic meetings span-
ning finance, culture, trade, and 
investment.

President Putin Takes the 
Stage

The Bahraini delegation at-
tended the forum’s flagship ple-
nary session, where Russian 
President Vladimir Putin de-
livered the keynote address be-
fore heads of state, government 

ministers, and global business 
leaders. The minister said the 
forum offers a vital space for 
debating economic challenges 
and spotting new opportunities 
as global markets shift at an 
unprecedented pace.

Finance Leaders Meet

Beyond Economics: A Cultural Connection

In one of the delegation’s 
most significant bilateral 

meetings, Shaikh Salman sat 
down with his Russian coun-
terpart, Finance Minister 
Anton Siluanov, to review 
global economic develop-
ments and deepen financial 
ties between the two nations. 
The minister conveyed royal 
greetings from His Majesty 
King Hamad bin Isa Al Khal-
ifa and Crown Prince and 
Prime Minister HRH Prince 
Salman bin Hamad Al Khal-
ifa to President Putin.

In one of the delegation’s 
most significant bilateral 

meetings, Shaikh Salman sat 
down with his Russian coun-
terpart, Finance Minister An-
ton Siluanov, to review global 
economic developments and 
deepen financial ties between 

the two nations. The minister 
conveyed royal greetings from 
His Majesty King Hamad bin 
Isa Al Khalifa and Crown Prince 
and Prime Minister HRH Prince 
Salman bin Hamad Al Khalifa to 
President Putin.

Rounding out a packed day of 
diplomacy, H.E. Shaikh Sal-

man met Kirill Dmitriev, CEO of 
the Russian Direct Investment 
Fund (RDIF), to explore invest-
ment opportunities and areas of 
mutual economic interest — a 
conversation that could lay the 
groundwork for future capital 
partnerships.

The delegation included In-
dustry and Commerce Minister 
H.E. Abdulla bin Adel Fakhro, 
Bahrain’s Ambassador to Rus-
sia H.E. Ahmed Abdulrahman 
Al Saati, and Mumtalakat CEO 
H.E. Shaikh Abdulla bin Khalifa 
Al Khalifa.

Bahrain’s presence at SPIEF 
2026 sends a clear signal: guid-

ed by royal vision and backed by 
solid institutions, the Kingdom 
is actively building the partner-
ships that will shape its eco-
nomic future.

Shaikh Salman bin Khalifa and Russian Finance Minister Anton Siluanov exchange 
notes on bilateral economic cooperation on the sidelines of SPIEF 2026.

H.E. Shaikh Salman meets Russia’s Culture Minister, reflecting Bahrain’s 
commitment to multidimensional engagement.

Sovereign Funds Talk 
Shop

President Rustam Min-
nikhanov of the Repub-

lic of Tatarstan received 
Shaikh Salman in a warm 
meeting focused on trade, 
investment, and knowl-
edge exchange. Both sides 
expressed a shared desire 
to build new investment 
bridges and expand coop-
eration frameworks that 
benefit both peoples.

Tatarstan Opens Its 
Doors

Tatarstan President Minnikhanov welcomes 
Bahrain’s Finance Minister, as both sides pledge 
to deepen economic ties.

Shaikh Salman and RDIF CEO Kirill 
Dmitriev: sovereign wealth and 
investment partnerships take centre 
stage.

Bahrain promotes fintech 
and digital assets in Europe

The Bahrain Eco-
nomic Develop -
ment Board has 
concluded a five-

day visit to Spain and Switzer-
land aimed at strengthening 
ties with investors, business 
leaders and industry stake-
holders across key European 
markets.

The delegation was led by 
Noor bint Ali Alkhulaif, who 
also serves as Minister of Sus-
tainable Development and 
Chief Executive of the board.

The programme covered en-
gagements in Barcelona, Zu-
rich and Geneva, with a series 
of meetings, roundtables and 
networking events focused on 
sectors including financial ser-

vices, manufacturing, logistics, 
tourism, fintech and digital 
assets.

In Barcelona, the delegation 
met Spanish investors and 
business leaders, presenting 
Bahrain’s network of trade and 
economic cooperation agree-
ments. Officials highlighted 
opportunities for companies 
seeking access to markets 
across the Gulf Cooperation 
Council (GCC) and beyond.

In Switzerland, discussions 
centred on Bahrain’s financial 
services sector, wealth man-
agement ecosystem and reg-
ulatory framework. Meetings 
were held with asset manage-
ment firms, family offices, and 
organisations specialising in 
blockchain and digital assets, 
reflecting Bahrain’s push to 

position itself as a regional hub 
for fintech innovation.

The delegation also part-
nered with the Geneva Cham-
ber of Commerce, Industry and 
Services to host Swiss business 
leaders, showcasing Bahrain’s 
investment climate and long-
term economic opportunities.

The visit concluded with 
talks at the World Economic 
Forum, where both sides ex-
plored potential areas for co-
operation and joint initiatives.

The Bahrain Economic 
Development Board said the 
trip formed part of its wider 
strategy to strengthen inves-
tor engagement, build long-
term partnerships and pro-
mote Bahrain as a competitive 
destination for international 
investment.

TDT | Manama
TDT | Manama

Global experts meet in Turkey to 
tackle food waste



Nearly BD20 million from 
Bahrain’s National So-
cial Fund was allocated 

to disability support in 2024, ac-
counting for the largest share of 
the fund’s BD22.4m annual budget.

Social Development Minis-
ter Osama Al Alawi revealed the 
figures in a written response to 
Second Deputy Speaker Ahmed 

Qarata, stating that BD19.931m 
was spent on disability allowances, 
rehabilitation services, assistive 
devices and care programmes.

The biggest portion, BD18.3m, 
was used for disability allowanc-
es under Bahrain’s Persons with 
Disabilities Law. The increase fol-
lowed a 2023 decision, agreed with 
Parliament, to double allowances 
for people with severe disabili-
ties, including those with cerebral 
palsy, autism spectrum disorder, 

severe intellectual disabilities and 
multiple disabilities.

Another BD1.2m was allocated 
to non-profit rehabilitation cen-
tres, while funds were also set 
aside for assistive devices, driving 
training for people with disabilities 
and support for the National Com-
mittee for the Care of Persons with 
Disabilities.

The minister said the budget 
also covered service contracts, 
rehabilitation programmes and 

partnerships with civil society or-
ganisations.

Additional spending from the 
National Social Fund included 
support for elderly care centres, 
shelter homes, child welfare ser-
vices and disability-focused edu-
cational and social programmes.

Al Alawi said the ministry is 
working on plans to strengthen fi-
nancial oversight and improve the 
effectiveness of services provided 
through the fund.

Ministry of Youth Af-
fairs inaugurated a 
Gulf youth forum 

bringing together young par-
ticipants and experts to discuss 
career pathways and labour 
market trends, marking Gulf 
Youth Day.

The forum, titled “Career 
Paths and the Labour Market,” 
was held virtually and organ-
ised by the ministry with par-
ticipation from across the GCC. 
It brought together Bahraini 
and Gulf youth alongside spe-
cialists in economic and devel-
opment fields.

Speaking at the opening, 
Bahrain’s Minister of Youth 
Affairs, Her Excellency Rawan 
bint Najeeb Tawfiqi, said Gulf 
Youth Day was an opportuni-
ty to celebrate young people’s 
contributions to development 
across various sectors.

She highlighted the growing 
role of Bahraini youth in inno-

vation, entrepreneurship and 
the digital economy, saying they 
are increasingly shaping oppor-
tunities and helping to define 
future economic directions.

The minister said achieve-
ments in Bahrain’s youth sector 
result from sustained support 
from the country’s leadership, 
citing the efforts of His Majesty 

King Hamad bin Isa Al Khal-
ifa and the directives of His 
Royal Highness Prince Sal-
man bin Hamad Al Khalifa, 
the Crown Prince and Prime 
Minister.

She also praised the role 
of His Highness Shaikh Nas-
ser bin Hamad Al Khalifa, 
describing his initiatives as 
key in strengthening youth 
empowerment frameworks 
across the kingdom.

Tawfiqi said the forum ad-
dressed one of the most im-
portant issues facing young 

people today: career develop-
ment and labour market trans-
formation amid rapid global 
change.

She added that young people 
today have unprecedented op-
portunities to make an impact, 
supported by expanding plat-
forms for innovation, creativity 
and entrepreneurship.

Parliamentary Services 
Committee has backed 
a proposal to introduce 

stricter checks on expatriate 
workers’ qualifications before 
they are hired, following con-
cerns over forged certificates.

The proposal, submitted by 
several MPs, calls for creating a 
joint administrative committee 
linking the Ministry of Labour, 
the Ministry of Education and 
the Labour Market Regulatory 
Authority (LMRA). This body 
would verify academic and pro-
fessional qualifications before 
expat workers begin employ-
ment in Bahrain.

Lawmakers also proposed a 
central database to allow gov-
ernment agencies to record, ver-
ify and retrieve certificates more 
efficiently.

MPs said the move would help 
improve trust in workers’ skills, 
raise service standards and pre-

vent unqualified people from 
taking up jobs requiring spe-
cialised training or licences.

Government bodies told the 
committee that qualification 
checks are already carried out 
in several regulated sectors, in-
cluding education and licensed 
professions.

The Ministry of Education 
said it uses electronic systems 
and accredited specialist firms 
to verify certificates submitted 
by private educational insti-
tutions, while the LMRA said 
professional licences are already 
required for specialised jobs.

Despite existing measures, 
the Services Committee unan-

imously approved the proposal, 
saying stronger coordination be-
tween authorities would better 
protect the labour market and 
the public interest.
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MPs Push for Stricter Checks on Expat 
Qualifications

Mohammed Janahi, MP

KNOW WHAT

• A new committee would 
link the Labour Ministry, 
Education Ministry and 
LMRA.

• MPs say move would 
improve service quality 
and strengthen trust in 
skills.

• Authorities say several 
verification systems are 
already in place.   

Beauty That Exposed a Gap
Buhair Valley: From Trespassed Terrain to Bahrain’s Next Great Attraction

Over the past month, 
families and visitors 
flooded into Buhair 

Valley — a protected nature 
reserve in East Riffa — drawn 
by viral videos showing its rare 
greenery, flowing streams and 
dramatic rock formations. They 
swam in potentially unsafe water, 
wandered restricted terrain, and 
turned a sensitive ecological site 
into a public concern.

But the crowds also delivered 
a message: Bahrainis are hungry 
for natural spaces.

Beauty That Exposed a Gap
The valley gained attention 

after social media posts — includ-
ing a widely shared video report 
— revealed a landscape many 
residents never knew existed in 
Bahrain. The response was im-
mediate and overwhelming.

Yet no visitor path, no entry 
system, and no managed experi-
ence existed to receive them. The 
result was disorder inside a zone 
that legally cannot be entered.

Southern Municipal Council 
Chairman Abdulla Abdullatif 
confirmed that a formal com-
plaint was filed with the Oil 
and Environment Minister, and 
that the water was referred for 
inspection following reports of 
people swimming in it.

A Regional Model  
Saudi Arabia’s Jabal Al Qa-

rah in Al Ahsa transformed its 
caves and rock formations into 
a managed destination — with 
cafes, walkways and viewing 
areas — without sacrificing the 

site’s natural integrity. 
Can Bahrain apply the 
same thinking to Bu-
hair Valley? 

Look, But Do Not 

Enter

The valley’s core 
should remain ful-
ly protected. Around 
it, however, Bahrain 
could develop raised 
viewing decks, shad-
ed seating, controlled 
walking paths, and cafes over-
looking the landscape—turning 

viral curiosity into sustainable 
ecotourism.

AI-generated vision of the new Buhair Valley landscape, blending nature and modern 
design

A coffee shop in Jabal Al Qarah, Al Ahsa, Saudi Arabia

Buhair value at present 

Bahrain opens Gulf 
Youth Forum

Winners honoured at Bahrain Quran awards

Under the patronage of Her 
Royal Highness Princess 
Sabeeka bint Ibrahim Al 

Khalifa, Consort of His Majesty 
King Hamad and President of 
the Supreme Council for Women 
(SCW), Bahrain held the awards 
ceremony for the 30th Bahrain 
Grand Holy Quran Award on 
Thursday.

The ceremony took place at Isa 
Cultural Centre and was attended 
by Dr. Shaikha Mariam bint Has-
san Al Khalifa, Vice President of 
the Supreme Council for Women.

The event was organised by 
the Supreme Council for Islamic 

Affairs in cooperation with the 
Ministry of Justice, Islamic Af-
fairs and Endowments.

Speaking during the cere-
mony, Dr. Shaikha Mariam said 
HRH Princess Sabeeka’s patron-
age reflects continued support 
for women who memorise the 
Holy Quran and efforts aimed 
at strengthening religious, edu-
cational and cultural awareness 
rooted in Islamic values.

She said participation in the 
competition has continued to 
grow over the years, adding that 
the award has played an impor-
tant role in encouraging Quran 
memorisation and the study of 

Quranic sciences over the past 
three decades.

Dr. Shaikha Mariam also 
praised Quran memorisation 
centres supervised by the Minis-
try of Justice, Islamic Affairs and 
Endowments for their efforts in 
preparing participants and pro-
moting excellence.

During the ceremony, certifi-
cates and awards were presented 
to winners across several catego-
ries, including Quran memoriza-
tion, recitation, and specialised 
competitions.

Partner organisations sup-
porting the competition were 
also honoured. They included 

the Ministry of Interior for the 
“Ghufran” competition for fe-
male inmates at rehabilitation 
centres, the Ministry of Educa-
tion for the “Bayan” competi-
tion for school students, and the 
Ministry of Social Development 
for the “Ajran” competition for 
people of determination.

Members of the judging com-
mittee were also recognised for 
their contributions.

Special awards were presented 
for the oldest and youngest par-
ticipants, the “Mizmar Dawood” 
award, the best Quran memori-
zation centre, and the best local 
Quran competition.

BD19.9m Goes to Disability Support from Social Fund

Ahmed Qarata, Parliament’s Second 
Deputy Speaker

Osama Al Alawi, Minister of Social 
Development
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Bahrain Surpasses Mangrove Goal 

NMS Bahrain Marks World Environment Day

New Millennium School Bahrain marked World Environment Day with a series of activities aimed at promoting 
sustainability and environmental awareness among students. Held under the theme “Go Green @ NMS,” the celebration 
aligned with Bahrain’s Green Education Initiative and encouraged students to adopt environmentally responsible habits 
and sustainable lifestyles. The school also launched a month-long “Everyday Earth Hour” initiative, during which non-
essential lights and electrical appliances will be switched off daily to encourage responsible energy use.Principal Dr Arun 
Kuumar Sharma stressed the importance of educational institutions in shaping environmentally responsible citizens, while 
Chairman Dr Ravi Pillai and Managing Director Mrs Geetha Pillai praised the efforts of students, teachers, and parents in 
supporting environmental awareness initiatives.

Five-Year Sentences Confirmed in Organised 
Warehouse Heist

Asian Worker to Be Deported After Violent 
Restaurant Assault

Appeals Court Halts Sale of Family Home 
Organised Warehouse Heist

Public Worker Charged with Embezzlement 
and Money Laundering

High Criminal Court of 
Appeal upheld five-
year prison sentences 

for two men convicted in a vio-
lent organised theft of electrical 
cables from a warehouse, while 
ordering their permanent depor-
tation after serving their terms.

The court also reduced the 
sentence of a third defendant 
from three years to one year in 
prison, alongside deportation 
and confiscation of seized items.

The case relates to an ear-
ly-morning raid on a company 
warehouse, where a group of 
men forced their way into the 
premises and stole electrical 

cables worth more than BHD 
24,000.

According to court documents, 
the warehouse security guard 
was attacked, blindfolded and 
prevented from calling for help 
after the suspects entered by 
climbing over a rear fence at 
around 1am.

The attackers allegedly dam-
aged locks, disabled surveillance 
cameras and removed the CCTV 
hard drive before loading the 
stolen cables into a vehicle driv-
en by one of the defendants.

Investigators said the cables 
were later offered for sale to a 
scrap dealer for BHD 13,400. The 
buyer became suspicious and re-
ported the matter to authorities 
after being instructed to cover 
the goods before transport.

Security investigations lat-
er identified several suspects 
linked to the operation, leading 
to arrests and convictions in the 
organised theft case.

First High Crim-
inal Court of 
Appeal upheld 

a three-year prison sen-
tence against an Asian 
worker convicted of 
attacking his colleague 
with a cleaver inside 
a restaurant kitchen. 
The court also ordered 
his permanent depor-
tation after completing 
his sentence.

According to court 
records, the incident 
took place after the 
restaurant had closed, 

while both men were 
cleaning the kitchen. 
The defendant sudden-
ly attacked the victim 
with a cleaver, inflict-
ing a deep wound to 
the left side of his neck 
behind the ear.

Despite the injury, 
the victim managed to 
escape and seek help 
from a nearby work 
supervisor, who later 
took him to hospital for 
treatment.

Investigators said the 
defendant later stabbed 

himself in the abdomen 
with a knife, believing 
he had killed his col-
league. The self-inflict-
ed injury was described 
as minor.

During questioning, 
the defendant admitted 
carrying out the attack, 
claiming he acted af-
ter the victim alleged-
ly threatened to have 
him deported because 
of poor work perfor-
mance.

Security camera foot-
age from the restaurant 

captured the assault, 
while forensic reports 
confirmed the victim 
suffered a potentially 
life-threatening injury 
near the brain, result-
ing in permanent facial 
nerve damage estimat-
ed at four percent dis-
ability.

A u t h o r i t i e s  a l s o 
found biological traces 
on the seized knife and 
cleaver, with blood on 
the knife confirmed to 
belong to the defend-
ant.

The Second High Civil 
Court of Appeal over-
turned a ruling or-

dering the auction of a jointly 
owned family house, deciding 
instead to extend its co-owner-
ship status for another two years.

The case began after one heir 
requested the division of his 
share in the government hous-
ing property. He asked the court 
to either allocate and register 
his portion or sell the property 
at public auction if division was 
not possible.

A lower court had ruled that 
the house could not be physical-

ly divided because of planning 
and technical restrictions and 
ordered the property sold.

However, one heir appealed 
the decision, arguing that the 
house was her only residence 
and that selling it would leave 
her without a home.

In its judgment, the appel-
late court said auctioning jointly 
owned property should only oc-
cur in exceptional circumstances 
when division is impossible or 
would significantly reduce the 
property’s value.

The court found that the ap-
pellant still lived in the prop-

erty and did not own another 
residence. It also referred to 
conditions in the property’s ti-
tle deed aimed at preserving its 
residential use.

The judges further noted that 
an earlier court ruling had al-
ready maintained the co-owner-
ship arrangement for three years 
beginning in October 2021.

Based on these factors, the 
court overturned the auction 
order and extended the joint 
ownership arrangement for an 
additional two years, while or-
dering the respondent to cover 
legal expenses and court costs.

Public Prosecution has 
referred an employee 
of the General Direc-

torate of Jaafari Endowments 
to criminal trial on charges in-
cluding embezzlement of pub-
lic funds, forgery and money 
laundering involving nearly 
BHD 500,000.

According to the Chief Pros-
ecutor of Financial Crimes and 
Money Laundering, the case 
began after a report from the 
Ministry of Justice, Islamic Af-
fairs and Endowments alleged 
that the employee had misused 
his position to divert charitable 
assistance funds intended for 
eligible beneficiaries.

Investigators said the ac-
cused embezzled around BHD 
483,107 by depositing cheque 
proceeds into his personal 

bank account and using 
the money for personal 
expenses, including pur-
chasing property and ve-
hicles.

Authorities also alleged 
that he attempted to ille-
gally obtain an additional 
BHD 58,000 by creating 
forged charitable assis-
tance applications under 
fictitious names and ma-
nipulating records with-
in the department’s elec-
tronic system.

The investigation involved 
financial audits, witness testi-
monies and reports from an-
ti-corruption authorities and 
the Financial Intelligence Na-
tional Center. Prosecutors also 
ordered the freezing of the de-
fendant’s bank accounts and the 

seizure of assets.
The accused reportedly con-

fessed to the charges during 
questioning. He remains in cus-
tody pending trial, with the case 
scheduled to be heard before 
the High Criminal Court on 30 
June 2026.

• National initiative 
reaches 139% of original 
planting target 

•  Mangroves strengthen 
biodiversity and natural 
coastal protection

•  Project supports 
Bahrain’s wider climate 
and sustainability goals

TDT | Manama
Hasan Barakat 

Bahrain has exceeded 
its national mangrove 
planting target ahead of 

schedule after planting 2.23 mil-
lion mangrove trees across coastal 
areas, officials said.

The achievement represents 
139 per cent of the original goal 

of 1.6 million saplings under the 
“Mangroves Bahrain” initiative, 
launched by Shaikh Mohammed 
bin Salman bin Hamad Al Khalifa 

to support environmental sustain-
ability and protect coastal eco-
systems.

Mangrove forests have expand-

ed in areas including Arad Bay 
and Tubli Bay, creating important 
habitats for marine life and birds 
while strengthening natural coast-
al defences.

Officials said mangroves also 
play a key role in reducing coast-
al erosion and capturing carbon 
emissions, making them an im-
portant part of Bahrain’s climate 
strategy.

The mangrove project forms 
part of Bahrain’s wider afforesta-
tion plan, which aims to plant 3.6 
million trees by 2035. Authorities 
said 2.45 million trees have already 
been planted, achieving around 68 
per cent of the overall target.

Officials described the expan-
sion as a major step in Bahrain’s 
growing use of nature-based solu-
tions to address environmental 
and climate challenges.

Mangrove forest in Tubli Bay

Excellence In Leadership

The General Secretariat of the Shura Council received the Excellence in Human Resources Award from Gulf University 
during celebrations marking World Human Resources Day 2026. Mohammed Adel Jameel, Director of the Human 
Resources and Finance Department, accepted the award, which recognised the Secretariat’s efforts in institutional 
development, talent empowerment, and advancing modern human resources practices.

Eid Joy for Orphans Initiative

As part of its ongoing com-
mitment to social responsibility 
and community engagement, 
the Ebrahim K. Kanoo Social 
Development organized a spe-
cial activity for children in cele-
bration of Eid Al Adha, in collab-
oration with Al Sanabel Orphan 
Care Society. Held at Yabeela 
Entertainment Center, the event 
welcomed 160 children for a day 
filled with laughter, entertain-
ment, and memorable experi-
ences. The event featured a va-
riety of games and recreational 
activities, providing the children 
with a memorable day of fun and 
entertainment. Volunteers from 

Ebrahim K. Kanoo also partici-
pated in the initiative, accompa-
nying the children throughout 
the activities, reflecting the spir-
it of community solidarity that 
the company strives to promote.

The Ebrahim K. Kanoo So-
cial Development extends its 
appreciation to all partners, 
volunteers, and contributors 
who helped make the initiative 
a success, emphasizing the im-
portance of collective efforts 
in supporting humanitarian 
and community initiatives and 
reinforcing the values of gen-
erosity, compassion, and social 
solidarity across the Kingdom 
of Bahrain.



VKL Holdings Chairman meets 
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How NBB is Turning Responsible Banking 
into a Platform for Long-Term Growth

Few words appear as fre-
quently in banking as 
“responsible.” It turns 

up in annual reports, on web-
sites and in conference speech-
es, often without anyone paus-
ing to explain what it asks of 
the institution using it. Zaina 
Alzayani, Group Chief Strategy 
and Sustainability Officer at 
the National Bank of Bahrain 
(NBB), prefers to be specific. 
She describes governance less 
as a compliance exercise and 
more as the system that holds 
the Bank’s decisions together.

“Governance helps us make 
the right decisions, manage 
risks more effectively, and build 
trust with our stakeholders, 
whether they are customers, 
shareholders, or employees,” 
she says. For an institution 
founded in 1957, one that is the 
Kingdom’s first locally owned 
bank, that trust is the asset 
everything else rests on.

The structure underneath the 
strategy

Alzayani’s case for what sets 
NBB apart in the regional finan-
cial sector comes down to the 
pairing of a long institutional 
legacy matched to a clear view 
of where the Bank intends to go. 
Responsible banking, accord-
ing to her, has moved from the 
periphery of NBB’s thinking to 
its centre.

“NBB has built a model that 
combines deep-rooted experi-
ence with a clear vision for the 

future,” she says. “Today, re-
sponsible banking and govern-
ance are part of NBB’s strategy.”

Anchoring this strategy is 
a structure ensuring its disci-
plined execution. Oversight 
begins with the Board of Di-
rectors. Beneath it sit execu-
tive-level sustainability com-
mittees that supervise initia-
tives and follow their progress 
across the Bank’s departments. 

A further committee gov-
erns sustainable finance itself, 
checking that the way deals are 
classified holds up against the 
Sustainable Finance Frame-
work that NBB introduced in 
2024. Sustainability, in other 
words, has been institutional-
ised into the Bank’s operational 
framework rather than a com-
ponent bolted on beside it.

Putting the framework to 
work

Ask Alzayani which of NBB’s 
recent sustainability efforts 
has worked best and she re-
turns first to that framework 
with proof. “Since last year and 
up until the end of 2025, we 
achieved nearly 33% growth 
in sustainable financing,” she 
points out. For a programme 

barely two years old, a one-
third rise gives the strategy 
something firmer than am-
bition to stand on.

The harder work comes 
next, however. NBB is moving 
towards emissions-reduction 
targets for 2026 and 2027 
as part of a decarbonisation 
plan that reaches into every 
part of the organisation. De-
partments are setting their own 
priorities along with their per-
formance indicators, and those 
numbers are watched as the 
plan is carried out. 

This  is  collective work, 
Alzayani stresses, rather than 
the project of a single team. It 
requires institution-wide in-
volvement, because sustaina-
bility touches all the areas from 
financing, operations and risk 
management, to strategy, prod-
uct development, and customer 
engagement. 

Why sustainability earns its 
place on the balance sheet

The question that trails many 
sustainability programmes is 
whether they are treated as 
a cost of doing business or as 

a source of long-term value. 
Alzayani’s answer is that NBB 
has chosen the latter.

“We do not view sustaina-
bility as merely an additional 
cost to the Bank, or something 
placed on the sidelines,” she 
affirms. “It is a core part of our 
strategy.” That view is reflected 
in the way NBB is developing 
its products. The Bank sees 
growing demand in the mar-
ket for financial solutions that 
support responsible outcomes, 
from sustainable finance to sus-
tainable deposits and treasury 
products built around the same 
principles.

Read this way, sustainabil-
ity becomes a platform for 
innovation, a way to further 
strengthen customer relation-
ships and a practical route for 
the Bank to support Bahrain’s 
wider economic and environ-
mental priorities. For NBB, the 

value lies not only in reduc-
ing impact, but in successfully 
serving customer needs in a 
market that is increasingly 
asking for financial solutions 
underpinned by responsible 
practices.
Serving the Bahrain, Saudi 
Arabia and UAE corridor

NBB’s growth ambitions do 
not stop at the causeway. The 
Bank’s presence in the UAE 
and Saudi markets forms part 
of a wider effort to support 

customers across key Gulf 
economies and strengthen 
its regional position.

“The presence of NBB as 
a national institution plays 

a very important role in Gulf 
expansion, especially in key 
markets and economies such 
as the UAE and Saudi Arabia,” 
Alzayani says. “This expansion 
reflects our ambition and de-
termination to strengthen our 
regional position.”

The logic is closely tied to 
trade. Commercial relation-
ships between Bahrain, Saudi 
Arabia and the UAE are strong, 
and many customers operate 
across more than one market. A 
Bahraini bank with a presence 
across this corridor can serve 
clients as their business activity 
moves across borders.

For NBB, the opportunity is 
twofold. It allows the Bank 
to tap into segments with 
cross-border business require-
ments, while also diversify-
ing its income geographically 
across the Gulf region. Alzayani 

describes the expansion as 
more than a matter of reach. It 
is a window towards the cre-
ation of a more integrated re-
gional growth platform, shaped 
around the commercial activity 
taking place between the three 
states.

The promise behind the rela-
tionship

When the conversation turns 
specifically to NBB’s custom-
ers, Alzayani’s tone settles into 
something closer to a promise. 
She wants them to know that 
the Bank’s position remains 
steady, whatever the conditions. 

Perhaps the line that best 
captures how she sees the rela-
tionship is this: “We have grown 
alongside the growth of our 
customers.” This is the kind of 
claim an institution with nearly 
seven decades of history behind 
it can make with conviction, 
and one that has become central 
to its identity.

As NBB continues to strength-
en its governance framework, 
deepen its sustainability agenda 
and expand its regional reach, 
Alzayani’s message is ulti-
mately one of confidence. The 
Bank is building on the trust it 
has earned over generations, 
while preparing itself for the 
next phase of its growth. And 
as NBB pursues its long-term 
transformation ambitions, its 
promise remains rooted in the 
same principle: to stand be-
side customers, support them 
through change and grow with 
them over the long term.

TDT | Manama 

TDT | Manama 

Zaina Alzayani, Group Chief Strategy and 
Sustainability Officer 

Strategic Thinking Group reactivated to guide 
economic policy work

Th e  B a h r a i n 
C h a m b e r  o f 
Commerce and 

Industry has moved to 
strengthen its research 
and analytical capabilities 
by reactivating its Stra-
tegic Thinking Group, a 
step aimed at improving 
evidence-based deci-
sion-making and antici-
pating economic shifts af-
fecting the private sector.

Mr. Mohammed Adel 
Fakhro, a board member 
of the Bahrain Chamber 
of Commerce and Indus-
try, said enhancing stud-
ies, research and strategic 
analysis has become es-
sential to keep pace with 
rapid economic and legislative 
developments. He stressed that 
stronger analytical foundations 
would enable the chamber to 
develop more informed posi-
tions and recommendations 
supporting Bahrain’s business 
community.

Fakhro noted that the cham-
ber’s board, chaired by H.E. 
Nabeel Khalid Kanoo, has de-
cided to reactivate the Stra-
tegic Thinking Group and as-
sign coordination of its work 
to support the preparation of 
strategic studies and initiatives. 
These efforts, he said, will align 
with the board’s priorities and 
the evolving needs of the pri-
vate sector.

He added that the real val-
ue of research lies not only 
in producing studies, but in 
translating their findings into 
practical initiatives and poli-
cy recommendations. This, he 
said, would help improve the 
business environment, address 
challenges, and better capture 
emerging economic opportu-
nities.

According to Fakhro, the re-
activated group will focus on 
analysing key economic and 
legislative issues, assessing the 
impact of economic, technolog-
ical and trade developments, 
and contributing to consul-
tations on draft laws, regula-
tions and economic policies 

affecting the private sector. 
It will also work to identify 
emerging trends, promising 
sectors, and the implications 
of digital transformation and 
global trade shifts on Bahrain’s 
economy.

He further explained that 
the group will operate in co-
ordination with the execu-
tive office, the board, and the 
chamber’s research and studies 
department. It will also draw 
on expertise from chamber 
members, specialists and ex-
ternal experts depending on 
the subject matter, ensuring 
that outputs are grounded in 
both technical knowledge and 
practical experience.

Fakhro said the initiative re-
flects the chamber’s broader 
direction towards strengthen-
ing institutional work based 
on analysis, research and for-
ward-looking assessment. He 
said this approach would en-
hance the board’s ability to re-
spond effectively to economic 
challenges and reinforce the 
chamber’s role in supporting 
the private sector and contrib-
uting to Bahrain’s economic 
development.

Strong research is 
the foundation of 

informed decisions and 
sustainable growth. 

Strategic thinking 
enables us to anticipate 

change and create 
opportunity.

MR. MOHAMMED ADEL FAKHRO

Bahrain-based prominent businessman Dr. Varghese Kurian, Chairman and 
Managing Director of VKL Holdings and Al Namal Group of Companies, met 
Kerala Chief Minister V. D. Satheesan. His son, Vishakh Varghese Kurian, 
Executive Director, also attended the meeting. The discussions focused on 
engagement between business and leadership circles, reflecting ongoing ties 
between the Gulf-based Indian business community and Kerala.

Blockchain Finance Insights

The Bahrain Chapter of 
the Institute of Char-
tered Accountants of 

India (ICAI) held the second 
edition of its CA Masterclass 
series on Friday, focusing 
on the emerging field of re-
al-world asset (RWA) tokeni-
sation.

The event brought togeth-
er finance professionals and 
ICAI members for an in-depth 
session on blockchain-enabled 
finance and digital assets.

The masterclass was led by 
CA Narayanan Ganapathy, who 
outlined how tokenisation is 
reshaping global financial sys-
tems by bridging traditional 
finance with decentralised 
technologies.

Participants discussed the 
evolving regulatory and invest-
ment landscape, emphasizing 
the potential of digital assets 
to transform the ownership, 
trading, and liquidity of re-
al-world assets.



I THINK THAT WE’RE ALL MENTALLY ILL. 
THOSE OF US OUTSIDE THE ASYLUMS ONLY 
HIDE IT A LITTLE BETTER - AND MAYBE NOT 
ALL THAT MUCH BETTER AFTER ALL
STEPHEN KING

QUOTE 
OF THE 
DAY

SUNDAY, JUNE 7,  2026

1494 1628 1654 1753 TODAY 
IN 

HISTORY
Treaty of Tordesillas: Spain and Portu-
gal divide the New World along a merid-
ian 370 leagues west of the Cape Verde 
Islands off the west coast of Africa

English King Charles I 
ratifies the Petition of 

Right

Louis XIV is crowned King of 
France

British Museum is founded 
by an Act of Parliament 

with royal assent from King 
George II, opens in 1759
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We are building a 
more independent 

European Union. A Un-
ion that’s more secure, 
resilient and complete. 
And it will not be com-
plete without the Western 
Balkans 

@vonderleyen

My wife and I learned 
with great sadness 

of the passing of Berna-
dette Chirac. First Lady, 
she marked our Histo-
ry alongside President 
Jacques Chirac, the life 
of Corrèze where she was 
elected, and the fate of 
millions of anonymous 
patients as well, thanks to 
her intimate and steadfast 
commitment.Bernadette 
Chirac changed so many 
lives with discretion and 
obstinacy. A great lady of 
the heart has departed. 
The Nation shares the 
grief of her family, her 
loved ones, and all those 
who cherished her.

@EmmanuelMacron

Congratulations to 
our @UN  Military 

Gender Advocate of the 
Year, Major Abhilasha 
Barak of India, who is 
#ServingForPeace with 
@UNPeacekeeping  in 
Lebanon.  Her work 
shows the critical role 
that @UNIFIL_ plays 
& how its presence is 
transforming the lives 
of women & girls, even 
under the most chal-
lenging circumstances. 
Major Barak, you are a 
role model to those you 
serve & those you serve 
with. Thank you for your 
service.

@antonioguterres

 Disclaimer: (Views expressed 
by columnists are personal and 
need not necessarily reflect our 

editorial stance)

02

Ebola, which is spread 
through close contact and 

bodily fluids, has killed 
more than 15,000 people 
in Africa over the past 50 

years.

KNOW WHAT

C A P T A I N ’ S  C O R N E R 

CAPTAIN MAHMOOD AL MAHMOOD

Looking at macro 
solutions for micro-

plastics

Bahrain tackles 
microplastics as 

a profound public 
health crisis, not just 

an aesthetic issue. 
Through its active 

participation in the 
UN Environment 

Programme’s 
#CleanSeas campaign, 

the Supreme Council 
for the Environment 

(SCE) coordinates 
closely with research 
bodies. They actively 

monitor plastic particle 
toxicity within local 

fish stocks and marine 
ecosystems.

Bahrain is aggressively expanding its environmental strategy 
to address the unseen, toxic threat of microplastics. While 

global headlines focus on macroscopic items like plastic straws 
and shopping bags, the Kingdom recognises that macroscopic 
breakdown leads directly to health-altering microparticles. 
T h e s e  m i c ro -
scopic fragments 
inf i l trate  ma-
rine food chains, 
drinking water, 
and human tis-
sue. To safeguard 
public health, 
Bahrain is shift-
ing its focus from 
basic litter man-
agement toward 
a  comprehen-
sive, health-cen-
tric preventative 
framework.

Rather  than 
just  managing 
visible waste, the 
Ministry of In-
dustry and Com-
merce  ( MOIC) 
targets the struc-
tural vulnerabil-
ities that create 
microplast ics. 
High-heat  ex-
p o s u re  a c c e l -
e ra t e s  p l a st i c 
polymer degra-
dation, shedding 
millions of mi-
croparticles di-
rectly into food.

Parliament re-
cently approved 
a critical pro-
posal  banning 
the packaging 
o f  h o t  b r e a d 
and fresh baked 
goods in plastic 
wrappers. Bak-
eries must tran-
sition to paper 
and eco-friendly 
alternatives to 
stop chemical 
and microplastic 
leaching at the 
consumer level.

Under Deci-
sion No. (7) of 
2026, Bahrain prohibited the manufacturing, import, or dis-
tribution of single-use plastic bags less than 57 microns thick. 
Ultra-thin bags fragment rapidly under the harsh Gulf sun into 
airborne and aquatic microplastics. Forcing a shift to sturdy, 
multi-use alternatives drastically cuts down on this rapid 
fragmentation loop.

The Kingdom has banned pre-packed plastic water bottles 
smaller than 200 millilitres. Small, flimsy bottles pose a dual 
threat: they are rarely recycled and are primary culprits for 
leaching microplastics directly into drinking water under high 
temperatures.

Bahrain tackles microplastics as a profound public health cri-
sis, not just an aesthetic issue. Through its active participation 
in the UN Environment Programme’s #CleanSeas campaign, 
the Supreme Council for the Environment (SCE) coordinates 
closely with research bodies. They actively monitor plastic 
particle toxicity within local fish stocks and marine ecosystems.

By combining rigorous port inspections, strict market com-
pliance tracking, and targeted awareness campaigns, Bahrain 
is establishing a robust blueprint. The objective is clear: cut 
off plastic pollution at the source before it degrades into the 
invisible, health-altering particles that threaten human biology.

 (Captain Mahmood Al Mahmood is the Editor-in-Chief of The Daily Tribune 
and the President of the Arab-African Unity Organisation for Relief, Human 
Rights and Counterterrorism)

Wolf that bit woman in 
German mall likely dead

AFP | Berlin, Germany

A wolf that bit a woman at 
a shopping mall in Ham-

burg,  northern Germany, in 
late March -- in the first such 
incident since the species re-
turned to Germany some 30 
years ago -- is likely dead, lo-
cal authorities said yesterday. 

"Based on available evi-
dence, the animal is likely 
dead," city environmental 
authority Bukea told AFP, 
confirming several news re-
ports to that effect.

A few days after its capture 
following the mall incident, 
the animal was released into 
the wild but fitted with a 
tracking device.

Since then, 
it left Ham-
burg for a ru-
ral area more 
t h a n  1 5 0 
ki lometres 
(90 miles) 
away, Bukea 
explained.

But the signal 
from the track-
ing collar "abrupt-
ly stopped" late last 
month, Bukea add-
ed, noting it consid-

ered "a malfunction or simple 
loss of the collar unlikely".

Experts have "searched 
a wide area" several times 
based on the geolocation, but 
"without success," the organ-
isation added.

Regional public broadcast-
er NDR raised the possibility 
the animal could have been 
shot.

Wolves had virtually disap-
peared from Germany by the 
mid-19th century, mainly due 
to rewards being offered for 
their capture and to habitat 
destruction.

However, some wolves 
from Poland began to set-
tle in eastern Germany after 
reunification in 1990, amid 
strengthened wildlife protec-
tion measures.

An official study last year 
identified 219 

wolf packs 
across Ger-
many.

SpaceX signs pre-IPO deal to 
provide AI computing to Google
AFP | Washington, United 
States

SpaceX on Friday signed a 
blockbuster cloud com-

puting agreement under 
which Google will pay the 
Elon Musk-founded rocket 
company $920 million per 
month for access to a mas-
sive cluster of AI chips, ac-
cording to a disclosure in its 
initial public offering filing.

The deal,  which will 
b o l s t e r 
SpaceX’s 
financ-
e s 
ahead 
of its 
IPO on 
J u n e 
12, cov-
e r s  a 
c o m p u t -
i n g  i n f r a -
structure of 
approxi-
mately 

110,000 Nvidia GPUs -- the 
crucial hardware needed to 
power Google’s Gemini AI 
models.

The filing says Google will 
begin paying the full month-
ly rate in October 2026, with 
a reduced fee applying dur-
ing a ramp-up period until 
then.

T h e  a g re e m e n t  r u n s 
through June 2029, imply-
ing total payments of roughly 
$30 billion over the life of the 
contract.

The deal resembles one 
struck with AI giant An-
thropic, in which SpaceX 
leased compute capacity at 
its Colossus data centers 
in Memphis, Tennessee for 
$1.25 billion a month.

The facilities were origi-
nally built to power Musk’s 

rival AI venture, xAI

Nearly 500 confirmed cases in Central 
Africa Ebola outbreak: WHO

AFP | Geneva, Switzerland

Nearly 500 Ebola cases 
have now been confirmed 

in the deadly outbreak rag-
ing in central Africa, a WHO 
ove r v i e w  s h owe d  Sa t u r-
day, amid mounting concern 
over the swelling scale of the  
epidemic.

In its daily update on the situ-
ation, the World Health Organ-
ization tallied 452 confirmed 
cases, including 82 deaths, in 
the Democratic Republic of 
Congo, where the outbreak 
was declared three weeks  
ago.

In neighbouring Uganda, 
meanwhile, it counted 19 con-
firmed cases, including two 
deaths.

The total of 471 cases and 84 
deaths, based on numbers re-
ported by the DRC and Ugandan 
governments, marked a hike of 
100 cases and 20 deaths from a 
day earlier.

The increase came amid 
warnings that the outbreak, 
which the WHO has declared 

an international public health 
emergency, could eventually 

swell to become the largest on 
record.

US strikes radar 
installations in Iran

Trump says Iran has ‘22 percent’ of missiles left
AFP | Washington, United States

The United States military 
said it attacked radar sites 
on Iran’s southern coast 

Friday in the latest flare-up to 
threaten the ceasefire in the 
Mideast war.

US Central Command said in 
a statement that its forces shot 
down four Iranian one-way at-
tack drones launched toward the 
Strait of Hormuz, then attacked 
Iranian coastal surveillance ra-
dar sites in the 
city of Go-
ruk and on 

Qeshm 
Island.

“ T h e 

attack drones posed an immedi-
ate threat to regional maritime 
traffic,” while the strikes on ra-

dar installations “defend against 
further attacks,” the statement 
said.

Iranian state broadcast-
er IRIB reported on Saturday 
that “several explosions were 
heard” in Sirik in southern Iran 
at around 2:30 am (2300 GMT  
Friday).

“No official source has com-
mented on the origin of the 
sound or its details,” the broad-
caster said on Telegram.

A ceasefire  has been in 
place between the United 
States and Iran since April 8, 
but subsequent talks to try to 
put a more permanent end to 
the conflict have so far been  
unsuccessful.

US President Donald Trump 
acknowledged in an interview 
with NBC News late Friday that 
Iran still has war-fighting ca-
pacity.

“They have some missiles, they 
have some drones. I would say, 
percentage wise, maybe 21, 22 
percent of their missiles,” Trump 
said.

Iran’s military said Friday it 
had fired “warning missiles” at 
two US destroyers in the Gulf of 
Oman -- a claim promptly denied 
by the US military.

Frozen funds key to progress in US talks
AFP | Tehran, Iran

The release of frozen Ira-
nian funds has become a 

key issue in negotiations be-
tween Tehran and Washing-
ton aimed at ending their war, 
a senior Iranian official said.

Iran has been subject to 
asset freezes and 

s w e e p -
ing sanc-
t i o n s  by 
the Unit-
ed States 
and other 

W e s t e r n 
countries since 

its 1979 Islamic 
revolution that 

toppled the 
U S - b a c k e d 

S h a h , 
M o -

hammad Reza Pahlavi.
In an interview broadcast 

on Friday, Mohsen Rezaei, a 
former commander of the Is-
lamic Revolutionary Guard 
Corps and an adviser to Iran’s 
supreme leader, said the talks 
were failing over the release of 
Iranian assets.

“If he (Trump) wants to 
reach an agreement with Iran, 
this $24 billion is a test of trust 
that Iran wants to have with 
Trump,” he told CNN, accord-
ing to an English translation 
of his remarks provided by the 
channel.

“This is a test that America 
must pass and the path will be 
opened,” he said, adding that 
“this is our own money, not 
America’s money”.

While there is no official 
figure for the total amount of 
frozen Iranian assets, media 
reports have estimated the 
sum at between $100 billion 
and $123 billion.

Rescuers halt search for 
last men lost in Laos cave
AFP | Vientiane, Laos

Rescuers called off their 
search yesterday for 
two men trapped in a 

semi-submerged cave in Laos 
for more than two weeks, as 
the site became unstable and 
survival hopes faded.

Seven vil lagers became 
trapped in the cave in central 
Xaysomboun province on May 
20 when flash floods blocked 
their exit as they hunted bats 
for food and searched for gold 
in old mining areas, state media 
said.

Rescue teams located five 
of the men alive a week later, 
with one extracted by divers 
on May 29 and four guided out 
the following day after water 
was pumped from the flooded 
cavern.

The two others remained 
missing despite intensive 
searching by Laos and interna-
tional rescue teams.

Lee Kian Lie, a Malaysian 
cave diver who joined the op-
eration on May 28, told AFP it 
was at an “end” as the risks of 
continuing outweighed the slim 
chances of the men’s rescue.

“We were so close,” Lee said. 
“The water in the cave was al-
ready manageable, but the cave 

entrance started to become un-
stable.”

“To continue the operation 
is high risk,” he added. “They 
will continue to manage the 
water by pumping and digging 
at possible resurgence points 
to let the water flow out faster. 
Perhaps a miracle will happen.”

“Everyone tried. We tried. I 
am sorry for the family.”

Lee described the mission 
as the most dangerous rescue 
operation he had experienced, 
saying the team faced flooding, 
unstable cave structures, tight 
restrictions and poor air quality.

Thai lead rescuer Kengkad 
Bongkawong said in a social 

media post on Saturday that 
“no one is allowed inside the 
cave” because “it is too risky 
for anyone to enter”, but water 
pumping operations would per-
sist outside.

“Even though we don’t 
know the current condition 
of those two individuals, re-
ducing the water level inside 
the cave is the best approach 
right now,” he posted on  
Facebook.

“There are still food rations 
and survival supplies that we 
have placed at various points 
inside the cave. If miracles ex-
ist, I believe their expertise will 
guide them out safely.”

Russia says downed hundreds 
of drones from Ukraine
AFP | Moscow, Russia

Russia said yesterday it 
intercepted hundreds of 
Ukrainian drones includ-

ing near Saint Petersburg, where 
Moscow is hosting a major eco-
nomic forum, as Ukraine report-
ed at least three people killed by 
Russian strikes.

Moscow and Kyiv have inten-
sified drone strikes on each other 
in recent months as US-led diplo-
matic efforts to end the war, now 
in its fifth year, remain stalled 
over the conflict in the Middle 

East.
The Saint Petersburg 

International Econom-
ic Forum (SPIEF) -- once 
dubbed "Russia's Davos" -- 
ends on Saturday, a day after 
the event featured a speech by 
Russian President Vladimir 
Putin.

"Eighty-six UAVs have been 
shot down over Leningrad re-
gion. Combat operations contin-
ue," said Aleksandr Drozdenko, 
governor of the region whose 
major city is Saint Petersburg 
and which also includes key Bal-

tic ports.
On the first day of the summit, 

Ukrainian drones hit an oil com-
plex and military base in Saint 
Petersburg, which is also Putin's 
home city.

Overnight, Russia’s defence 
ministry said its air defence 

d o w n e d  a 
total of 376 Ukrainian drones 
“over Belgorod, Bryansk, Kaluga, 
Kursk, Leningrad, Novgorod, 
Oryol, Pskov, Rostov, Ryazan, 
Smolensk, Tver, and Tula re-
gions, Moscow region, Crimea 
Republic, Abkhazia Republic, 
and over the waters of the Azov 
and Black Seas”. US warns Ebola outbreak on 

scale of largest 'is possible'
AFP | Washington, United 
States

The US CDC on Friday 
urged strong public 

health interventions against 
the current Ebola outbreak, 
citing their models that show 
it could otherwise rival the 
scale of the 2014 West Africa 
outbreak.

That eruption of the virus 
resulted in more than 28,000 
cases and more than 11,000 
deaths. "That scale is possi-
ble," said Jason Asher, direc-
tor of CDC's Center for Fore-
casting and Outbreak Analyt-
ics, during a press briefing.

The US projections from 
the Centers for Disease Con-

trol and Prevention were part 
of Morbidity and Mortality 
Weekly Report documents 
published Friday.

The worst outcomes could 
be avoided if "a larger propor-
tion of patients were identi-
fied, isolated, and treated," 
the agency said in its reports.

But "the public health re-
sponse to control this out-
break will likely need to be 
of similar magnitude to the 
response for the 2014-2016 
West Africa Ebola outbreak."

Asher emphasized the 
models were "not a forecast" 
but "a planning tool."

"They're designed to sup-
port action, not to generate 
alarm."

Putin rules out meeting Zelensky 
and vows to pursue war goals
AFP | Saint Petersburg, Russia

Russian President Vladimir 
Putin on Friday ruled out 

meeting his Ukrainian coun-
terpart any time soon, a day af-
ter Volodymyr Zelensky called 
for a sit-down between the 
leaders to end the four-
year war.

Speaking at an eco-
nomic forum in his 
home city of Saint 
Petersburg, Putin 
said he saw 
“no point” 
in meeting 
Z e l e n s k y 

until a possible peace deal 
had been agreed. Zelensky hit 
back saying the Russian leader 
was “weak” and “choosing war 
again”.

Putin also vowed to press 
on with Russia’s military of-

fensive until its war goals 
had been achieved. Rus-
sia has demanded con-
trol of Ukraine’s eastern 
Donbas region as well as 

sweeping politi-
cal and military 
restr ict ions 

on its neigh-
bour.

North Korea's Kim stresses stronger naval nuclear deterrent
AFP | Seoul, South Korea

North Korean leader Kim 
Jong Un visited the naval 

destroyer Kang Kon to oversee a 
navigation test, state media said 
yesterday, stressing the need to 
enhance the navy's capability to 
deter a nuclear war.

The Saturday report came 
as Beijing and Pyongyang an-
nounced Chinese President Xi 
Jinping will visit North Korea 

from June 8 to 9, after Xi hosted 
back-to-back summits with US 
President Donald Trump and 
Russia's Vladimir Putin last 
month.

Kim has in recent years vowed 
to strengthen North Korea's 
naval capabilities, and in May 
last year oversaw the botched 
launch of the destroyer Kang 
Kon, which was later repaired 
and relaunched a month later.

During the trip on Thursday, 

Kim stressed the importance of 
rapidly developing the naval 
force into a force "capable 
of reliably taking charge of 
a part of the nuclear war 
deterrent", Pyongyang's 
official Korean Central 
News Agency (KCNA) 
said.

Building a navy ca-
pable of delivering a 
"deadly blow" to en-
emies above and 

below the water is a core 
goal of the ruling party's 
current five-year defence 

development plan, Kim 
said.

The North Korean 
leader visited the vessel 

with top officials and his 
daughter, Ju Ae, imag-
es released by Pyong-
yang's state media 

showed.

A rescue team freeing one of seven men (L) trapped inside a semi-submerged



I THINK THAT WE’RE ALL MENTALLY ILL. 
THOSE OF US OUTSIDE THE ASYLUMS ONLY 
HIDE IT A LITTLE BETTER - AND MAYBE NOT 
ALL THAT MUCH BETTER AFTER ALL
STEPHEN KING
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1494 1628 1654 1753 TODAY 
IN 

HISTORY
Treaty of Tordesillas: Spain and Portu-
gal divide the New World along a merid-
ian 370 leagues west of the Cape Verde 
Islands off the west coast of Africa

English King Charles I 
ratifies the Petition of 

Right

Louis XIV is crowned King of 
France

British Museum is founded 
by an Act of Parliament 

with royal assent from King 
George II, opens in 1759
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We are building a 
more independent 

European Union. A Un-
ion that’s more secure, 
resilient and complete. 
And it will not be com-
plete without the Western 
Balkans 

@vonderleyen

My wife and I learned 
with great sadness 

of the passing of Berna-
dette Chirac. First Lady, 
she marked our Histo-
ry alongside President 
Jacques Chirac, the life 
of Corrèze where she was 
elected, and the fate of 
millions of anonymous 
patients as well, thanks to 
her intimate and steadfast 
commitment.Bernadette 
Chirac changed so many 
lives with discretion and 
obstinacy. A great lady of 
the heart has departed. 
The Nation shares the 
grief of her family, her 
loved ones, and all those 
who cherished her.

@EmmanuelMacron

Congratulations to 
our @UN  Military 

Gender Advocate of the 
Year, Major Abhilasha 
Barak of India, who is 
#ServingForPeace with 
@UNPeacekeeping  in 
Lebanon.  Her work 
shows the critical role 
that @UNIFIL_ plays 
& how its presence is 
transforming the lives 
of women & girls, even 
under the most chal-
lenging circumstances. 
Major Barak, you are a 
role model to those you 
serve & those you serve 
with. Thank you for your 
service.

@antonioguterres

 Disclaimer: (Views expressed 
by columnists are personal and 
need not necessarily reflect our 

editorial stance)
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Ebola, which is spread 
through close contact and 

bodily fluids, has killed 
more than 15,000 people 
in Africa over the past 50 

years.

KNOW WHAT

C A P T A I N ’ S  C O R N E R 

CAPTAIN MAHMOOD AL MAHMOOD

Looking at macro 
solutions for micro-

plastics

Bahrain tackles 
microplastics as 

a profound public 
health crisis, not just 

an aesthetic issue. 
Through its active 

participation in the 
UN Environment 

Programme’s 
#CleanSeas campaign, 

the Supreme Council 
for the Environment 

(SCE) coordinates 
closely with research 
bodies. They actively 

monitor plastic particle 
toxicity within local 

fish stocks and marine 
ecosystems.

Bahrain is aggressively expanding its environmental strategy 
to address the unseen, toxic threat of microplastics. While 

global headlines focus on macroscopic items like plastic straws 
and shopping bags, the Kingdom recognises that macroscopic 
breakdown leads directly to health-altering microparticles. 
T h e s e  m i c ro -
scopic fragments 
inf i l trate  ma-
rine food chains, 
drinking water, 
and human tis-
sue. To safeguard 
public health, 
Bahrain is shift-
ing its focus from 
basic litter man-
agement toward 
a  comprehen-
sive, health-cen-
tric preventative 
framework.

Rather  than 
just  managing 
visible waste, the 
Ministry of In-
dustry and Com-
merce  ( MOIC) 
targets the struc-
tural vulnerabil-
ities that create 
microplast ics. 
High-heat  ex-
p o s u re  a c c e l -
e ra t e s  p l a st i c 
polymer degra-
dation, shedding 
millions of mi-
croparticles di-
rectly into food.

Parliament re-
cently approved 
a critical pro-
posal  banning 
the packaging 
o f  h o t  b r e a d 
and fresh baked 
goods in plastic 
wrappers. Bak-
eries must tran-
sition to paper 
and eco-friendly 
alternatives to 
stop chemical 
and microplastic 
leaching at the 
consumer level.

Under Deci-
sion No. (7) of 
2026, Bahrain prohibited the manufacturing, import, or dis-
tribution of single-use plastic bags less than 57 microns thick. 
Ultra-thin bags fragment rapidly under the harsh Gulf sun into 
airborne and aquatic microplastics. Forcing a shift to sturdy, 
multi-use alternatives drastically cuts down on this rapid 
fragmentation loop.

The Kingdom has banned pre-packed plastic water bottles 
smaller than 200 millilitres. Small, flimsy bottles pose a dual 
threat: they are rarely recycled and are primary culprits for 
leaching microplastics directly into drinking water under high 
temperatures.

Bahrain tackles microplastics as a profound public health cri-
sis, not just an aesthetic issue. Through its active participation 
in the UN Environment Programme’s #CleanSeas campaign, 
the Supreme Council for the Environment (SCE) coordinates 
closely with research bodies. They actively monitor plastic 
particle toxicity within local fish stocks and marine ecosystems.

By combining rigorous port inspections, strict market com-
pliance tracking, and targeted awareness campaigns, Bahrain 
is establishing a robust blueprint. The objective is clear: cut 
off plastic pollution at the source before it degrades into the 
invisible, health-altering particles that threaten human biology.

 (Captain Mahmood Al Mahmood is the Editor-in-Chief of The Daily Tribune 
and the President of the Arab-African Unity Organisation for Relief, Human 
Rights and Counterterrorism)

Wolf that bit woman in 
German mall likely dead

AFP | Berlin, Germany

A wolf that bit a woman at 
a shopping mall in Ham-

burg,  northern Germany, in 
late March -- in the first such 
incident since the species re-
turned to Germany some 30 
years ago -- is likely dead, lo-
cal authorities said yesterday. 

"Based on available evi-
dence, the animal is likely 
dead," city environmental 
authority Bukea told AFP, 
confirming several news re-
ports to that effect.

A few days after its capture 
following the mall incident, 
the animal was released into 
the wild but fitted with a 
tracking device.

Since then, 
it left Ham-
burg for a ru-
ral area more 
t h a n  1 5 0 
ki lometres 
(90 miles) 
away, Bukea 
explained.

But the signal 
from the track-
ing collar "abrupt-
ly stopped" late last 
month, Bukea add-
ed, noting it consid-

ered "a malfunction or simple 
loss of the collar unlikely".

Experts have "searched 
a wide area" several times 
based on the geolocation, but 
"without success," the organ-
isation added.

Regional public broadcast-
er NDR raised the possibility 
the animal could have been 
shot.

Wolves had virtually disap-
peared from Germany by the 
mid-19th century, mainly due 
to rewards being offered for 
their capture and to habitat 
destruction.

However, some wolves 
from Poland began to set-
tle in eastern Germany after 
reunification in 1990, amid 
strengthened wildlife protec-
tion measures.

An official study last year 
identified 219 

wolf packs 
across Ger-
many.

SpaceX signs pre-IPO deal to 
provide AI computing to Google
AFP | Washington, United 
States

SpaceX on Friday signed a 
blockbuster cloud com-

puting agreement under 
which Google will pay the 
Elon Musk-founded rocket 
company $920 million per 
month for access to a mas-
sive cluster of AI chips, ac-
cording to a disclosure in its 
initial public offering filing.

The deal,  which will 
b o l s t e r 
SpaceX’s 
financ-
e s 
ahead 
of its 
IPO on 
J u n e 
12, cov-
e r s  a 
c o m p u t -
i n g  i n f r a -
structure of 
approxi-
mately 

110,000 Nvidia GPUs -- the 
crucial hardware needed to 
power Google’s Gemini AI 
models.

The filing says Google will 
begin paying the full month-
ly rate in October 2026, with 
a reduced fee applying dur-
ing a ramp-up period until 
then.

T h e  a g re e m e n t  r u n s 
through June 2029, imply-
ing total payments of roughly 
$30 billion over the life of the 
contract.

The deal resembles one 
struck with AI giant An-
thropic, in which SpaceX 
leased compute capacity at 
its Colossus data centers 
in Memphis, Tennessee for 
$1.25 billion a month.

The facilities were origi-
nally built to power Musk’s 

rival AI venture, xAI

Nearly 500 confirmed cases in Central 
Africa Ebola outbreak: WHO

AFP | Geneva, Switzerland

Nearly 500 Ebola cases 
have now been confirmed 

in the deadly outbreak rag-
ing in central Africa, a WHO 
ove r v i e w  s h owe d  Sa t u r-
day, amid mounting concern 
over the swelling scale of the  
epidemic.

In its daily update on the situ-
ation, the World Health Organ-
ization tallied 452 confirmed 
cases, including 82 deaths, in 
the Democratic Republic of 
Congo, where the outbreak 
was declared three weeks  
ago.

In neighbouring Uganda, 
meanwhile, it counted 19 con-
firmed cases, including two 
deaths.

The total of 471 cases and 84 
deaths, based on numbers re-
ported by the DRC and Ugandan 
governments, marked a hike of 
100 cases and 20 deaths from a 
day earlier.

The increase came amid 
warnings that the outbreak, 
which the WHO has declared 

an international public health 
emergency, could eventually 

swell to become the largest on 
record.

US strikes radar 
installations in Iran

Trump says Iran has ‘22 percent’ of missiles left
AFP | Washington, United States

The United States military 
said it attacked radar sites 
on Iran’s southern coast 

Friday in the latest flare-up to 
threaten the ceasefire in the 
Mideast war.

US Central Command said in 
a statement that its forces shot 
down four Iranian one-way at-
tack drones launched toward the 
Strait of Hormuz, then attacked 
Iranian coastal surveillance ra-
dar sites in the 
city of Go-
ruk and on 

Qeshm 
Island.

“ T h e 

attack drones posed an immedi-
ate threat to regional maritime 
traffic,” while the strikes on ra-

dar installations “defend against 
further attacks,” the statement 
said.

Iranian state broadcast-
er IRIB reported on Saturday 
that “several explosions were 
heard” in Sirik in southern Iran 
at around 2:30 am (2300 GMT  
Friday).

“No official source has com-
mented on the origin of the 
sound or its details,” the broad-
caster said on Telegram.

A ceasefire  has been in 
place between the United 
States and Iran since April 8, 
but subsequent talks to try to 
put a more permanent end to 
the conflict have so far been  
unsuccessful.

US President Donald Trump 
acknowledged in an interview 
with NBC News late Friday that 
Iran still has war-fighting ca-
pacity.

“They have some missiles, they 
have some drones. I would say, 
percentage wise, maybe 21, 22 
percent of their missiles,” Trump 
said.

Iran’s military said Friday it 
had fired “warning missiles” at 
two US destroyers in the Gulf of 
Oman -- a claim promptly denied 
by the US military.

Frozen funds key to progress in US talks
AFP | Tehran, Iran

The release of frozen Ira-
nian funds has become a 

key issue in negotiations be-
tween Tehran and Washing-
ton aimed at ending their war, 
a senior Iranian official said.

Iran has been subject to 
asset freezes and 

s w e e p -
ing sanc-
t i o n s  by 
the Unit-
ed States 
and other 

W e s t e r n 
countries since 

its 1979 Islamic 
revolution that 

toppled the 
U S - b a c k e d 

S h a h , 
M o -

hammad Reza Pahlavi.
In an interview broadcast 

on Friday, Mohsen Rezaei, a 
former commander of the Is-
lamic Revolutionary Guard 
Corps and an adviser to Iran’s 
supreme leader, said the talks 
were failing over the release of 
Iranian assets.

“If he (Trump) wants to 
reach an agreement with Iran, 
this $24 billion is a test of trust 
that Iran wants to have with 
Trump,” he told CNN, accord-
ing to an English translation 
of his remarks provided by the 
channel.

“This is a test that America 
must pass and the path will be 
opened,” he said, adding that 
“this is our own money, not 
America’s money”.

While there is no official 
figure for the total amount of 
frozen Iranian assets, media 
reports have estimated the 
sum at between $100 billion 
and $123 billion.

Rescuers halt search for 
last men lost in Laos cave
AFP | Vientiane, Laos

Rescuers called off their 
search yesterday for 
two men trapped in a 

semi-submerged cave in Laos 
for more than two weeks, as 
the site became unstable and 
survival hopes faded.

Seven vil lagers became 
trapped in the cave in central 
Xaysomboun province on May 
20 when flash floods blocked 
their exit as they hunted bats 
for food and searched for gold 
in old mining areas, state media 
said.

Rescue teams located five 
of the men alive a week later, 
with one extracted by divers 
on May 29 and four guided out 
the following day after water 
was pumped from the flooded 
cavern.

The two others remained 
missing despite intensive 
searching by Laos and interna-
tional rescue teams.

Lee Kian Lie, a Malaysian 
cave diver who joined the op-
eration on May 28, told AFP it 
was at an “end” as the risks of 
continuing outweighed the slim 
chances of the men’s rescue.

“We were so close,” Lee said. 
“The water in the cave was al-
ready manageable, but the cave 

entrance started to become un-
stable.”

“To continue the operation 
is high risk,” he added. “They 
will continue to manage the 
water by pumping and digging 
at possible resurgence points 
to let the water flow out faster. 
Perhaps a miracle will happen.”

“Everyone tried. We tried. I 
am sorry for the family.”

Lee described the mission 
as the most dangerous rescue 
operation he had experienced, 
saying the team faced flooding, 
unstable cave structures, tight 
restrictions and poor air quality.

Thai lead rescuer Kengkad 
Bongkawong said in a social 

media post on Saturday that 
“no one is allowed inside the 
cave” because “it is too risky 
for anyone to enter”, but water 
pumping operations would per-
sist outside.

“Even though we don’t 
know the current condition 
of those two individuals, re-
ducing the water level inside 
the cave is the best approach 
right now,” he posted on  
Facebook.

“There are still food rations 
and survival supplies that we 
have placed at various points 
inside the cave. If miracles ex-
ist, I believe their expertise will 
guide them out safely.”

Russia says downed hundreds 
of drones from Ukraine
AFP | Moscow, Russia

Russia said yesterday it 
intercepted hundreds of 
Ukrainian drones includ-

ing near Saint Petersburg, where 
Moscow is hosting a major eco-
nomic forum, as Ukraine report-
ed at least three people killed by 
Russian strikes.

Moscow and Kyiv have inten-
sified drone strikes on each other 
in recent months as US-led diplo-
matic efforts to end the war, now 
in its fifth year, remain stalled 
over the conflict in the Middle 

East.
The Saint Petersburg 

International Econom-
ic Forum (SPIEF) -- once 
dubbed "Russia's Davos" -- 
ends on Saturday, a day after 
the event featured a speech by 
Russian President Vladimir 
Putin.

"Eighty-six UAVs have been 
shot down over Leningrad re-
gion. Combat operations contin-
ue," said Aleksandr Drozdenko, 
governor of the region whose 
major city is Saint Petersburg 
and which also includes key Bal-

tic ports.
On the first day of the summit, 

Ukrainian drones hit an oil com-
plex and military base in Saint 
Petersburg, which is also Putin's 
home city.

Overnight, Russia’s defence 
ministry said its air defence 

d o w n e d  a 
total of 376 Ukrainian drones 
“over Belgorod, Bryansk, Kaluga, 
Kursk, Leningrad, Novgorod, 
Oryol, Pskov, Rostov, Ryazan, 
Smolensk, Tver, and Tula re-
gions, Moscow region, Crimea 
Republic, Abkhazia Republic, 
and over the waters of the Azov 
and Black Seas”. US warns Ebola outbreak on 

scale of largest 'is possible'
AFP | Washington, United 
States

The US CDC on Friday 
urged strong public 

health interventions against 
the current Ebola outbreak, 
citing their models that show 
it could otherwise rival the 
scale of the 2014 West Africa 
outbreak.

That eruption of the virus 
resulted in more than 28,000 
cases and more than 11,000 
deaths. "That scale is possi-
ble," said Jason Asher, direc-
tor of CDC's Center for Fore-
casting and Outbreak Analyt-
ics, during a press briefing.

The US projections from 
the Centers for Disease Con-

trol and Prevention were part 
of Morbidity and Mortality 
Weekly Report documents 
published Friday.

The worst outcomes could 
be avoided if "a larger propor-
tion of patients were identi-
fied, isolated, and treated," 
the agency said in its reports.

But "the public health re-
sponse to control this out-
break will likely need to be 
of similar magnitude to the 
response for the 2014-2016 
West Africa Ebola outbreak."

Asher emphasized the 
models were "not a forecast" 
but "a planning tool."

"They're designed to sup-
port action, not to generate 
alarm."

Putin rules out meeting Zelensky 
and vows to pursue war goals
AFP | Saint Petersburg, Russia

Russian President Vladimir 
Putin on Friday ruled out 

meeting his Ukrainian coun-
terpart any time soon, a day af-
ter Volodymyr Zelensky called 
for a sit-down between the 
leaders to end the four-
year war.

Speaking at an eco-
nomic forum in his 
home city of Saint 
Petersburg, Putin 
said he saw 
“no point” 
in meeting 
Z e l e n s k y 

until a possible peace deal 
had been agreed. Zelensky hit 
back saying the Russian leader 
was “weak” and “choosing war 
again”.

Putin also vowed to press 
on with Russia’s military of-

fensive until its war goals 
had been achieved. Rus-
sia has demanded con-
trol of Ukraine’s eastern 
Donbas region as well as 

sweeping politi-
cal and military 
restr ict ions 

on its neigh-
bour.

North Korea's Kim stresses stronger naval nuclear deterrent
AFP | Seoul, South Korea

North Korean leader Kim 
Jong Un visited the naval 

destroyer Kang Kon to oversee a 
navigation test, state media said 
yesterday, stressing the need to 
enhance the navy's capability to 
deter a nuclear war.

The Saturday report came 
as Beijing and Pyongyang an-
nounced Chinese President Xi 
Jinping will visit North Korea 

from June 8 to 9, after Xi hosted 
back-to-back summits with US 
President Donald Trump and 
Russia's Vladimir Putin last 
month.

Kim has in recent years vowed 
to strengthen North Korea's 
naval capabilities, and in May 
last year oversaw the botched 
launch of the destroyer Kang 
Kon, which was later repaired 
and relaunched a month later.

During the trip on Thursday, 

Kim stressed the importance of 
rapidly developing the naval 
force into a force "capable 
of reliably taking charge of 
a part of the nuclear war 
deterrent", Pyongyang's 
official Korean Central 
News Agency (KCNA) 
said.

Building a navy ca-
pable of delivering a 
"deadly blow" to en-
emies above and 

below the water is a core 
goal of the ruling party's 
current five-year defence 

development plan, Kim 
said.

The North Korean 
leader visited the vessel 

with top officials and his 
daughter, Ju Ae, imag-
es released by Pyong-
yang's state media 

showed.

A rescue team freeing one of seven men (L) trapped inside a semi-submerged



occupation of WAITER, suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 36960999 or INFO-
BAHRAIN2@GMAIL.COM
TEA TIME W.L.L has a vacancy for the 
occupation of WAITER, suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 36960999 or INFO-
BAHRAIN2@GMAIL.COM
GRAND SAFIR HOTEL W.L.L has a vacancy 
for the occupation of COOK(GENERAL), 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
17533565 or hr@grandsafirhotel.com
GULF AIR B.S.C. (C) has a vacancy for the 
occupation of MANAGER, suitably quali-
fied applicants can contact 17337804 or 
recruitment@gulfair.com
AL WASMIYA LAUNDRY has a vacan-
cy for the occupation of LAUNDERER/
PRESSER(GENERAL), suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 33326621 or AL-
RAFIDTRANSLATIONBH@GMAIL.COM
BADER TRADING COMPANY W.L.L has a 
vacancy for the occupation of WORKER(-
MAINTENANCEW).GENERAL, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 17583121 
or acs@btcwll.com
ALEBRAHIMI TRADNG EST has a vacancy 
for the occupation of SALES MANAGER, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
17254231 or AL.EBRAHIMITRADING@
GMAIL.COM
BASATA CAFE W.L.L has a vacancy for 
the occupation of WAITER, suitably qual-
ified applicants can contact 66909910 or 
AHMEDE809@GMAIL.COM
STB REAL ESTATE W.L.L has a vacancy for 
the occupation of WATCHMAN / GUARD, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
33943905 or CLBH2023@GMAIL.COM
ROYAL UNIVERSITY FOR WOMEN B.S.C- 
CLOSED has a vacancy for the occu-
pation of PROGRAMS COORDINATOR, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
17764465 or mjameel@ruw.edu.bh
Maxlink Bahrain Cargo has a vacancy 
for the occupation of WORKER/PACKER, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
17291266 or azeez@maxbah.com
GHULOOM COMBINED FACILITIES SUP-
PORT ACTIVITIES W.L.L has a vacancy 
for the occupation of OFFICE WORKER 
HELPER, suitably qualified applicants 
can contact 36563904 or WALIDBAH-
RAINI015@GMAIL.COM
AL KINDI HOSPITAL B.S.C CLOSED has 
a vacancy for the occupation of CLERK, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
39609092 or INFO@ALKINDIHOSPITAL.
COM
RAJPOT BAKERY has a vacancy for the oc-
cupation of BREAD BAKER, suitably qual-
ified applicants can contact 39888023 or 
CHSHAFIQ581@GMAIL.COM
7.SKY FOR SWEET WATER & ICE has a 
vacancy for the occupation of WORKER(-
SALES), suitably qualified applicants can 
contact 39929344 or 7.SKIES2@GMAIL.
COM
AL HILAL HOSPITAL COMPANY - BSC 
(CLOSED) has a vacancy for the occupa-
tion of NURSE(GENERAL), suitably quali-
fied applicants can contact 17344700 or 
HRD@ALHILALHEALTHCARE.COM
SAVOY GRANDE HOTEL W.L.L has a va-
cancy for the occupation of RESTAURANT 
MANAGER, suitably qualified applicants 
can contact 32250282 or HIREN@BRUP-
CO.COM
HIDY DREAM COLDSTORE has a vacancy 
for the occupation of WAITER, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 33761989 
or SALAHUDDINBELAL2@GMAIL.COM
ALLAYALI ELECTRIC WORKSHOP has a va-
cancy for the occupation of TECHNICIAN, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
32133133 or amirmatooq@icloud.com
GREEN CITY SERVICES W.L.L has a va-
cancy for the occupation of CLEANER, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
33313639 or info@gcs.bh
HEX FASHION has a vacancy for the oc-
cupation of SALESMAN, suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 32225988 or ALI.
KAREEMY44@GMAIL.COM
CLEAN AND FRESH LAUNDRY W.L.L has 
a vacancy for the occupation of WORK-
ER(LAUNDRY), suitably qualified appli-
cants can contact 35495060 or SAJIDAM-
JAD786@GMAIL.COM

ified applicants can contact 38107700 or 
TURBOLINECAR@GMAIL.COM
ABDULLA ABDULRAHMAN ALRAYES AND 
SONS CO. W.L.L has a vacancy for the oc-
cupation of DRIVER(FORKLIFT), suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 17252144 
or HR@ALRAYESDECOR.COM
AL THAWOWDA BANQUETS RESTURENT 
W.L.L has a vacancy for the occupation 
of COOK(ASSISTANT), suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 17412720 or AL-
THAWAOUDA@YAHOO.COM
YATEEM AIRCONDITIONING COMPANY 
W.L.L has a vacancy for the occupation 
of TECHNICIAN, suitably qualified ap-
plicants can contact 17000996 or hr@
yateemac.net
LAZER  AUTO SERVICES W.L.L has a va-
cancy for the occupation of CAR WASHER/
CLEANER, suitably qualified applicants 
can contact 17711333 or HASSAN@
EMAAR.BH
OLIVE HOTEL has a vacancy for the oc-
cupation of WAITER (HOTEL), suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 17251444 
or NAMALCO@BATELCO.COM.BH
S PLAZA SUITES HOTEL W.L.L has a va-
cancy for the occupation of CLERK(HO-
TEL RECEPTION), suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 39992285 or 
SAEEDRADHI52@GMAIL.COM
AHMED PERFUMES CO W.L.L has a va-
cancy for the occupation of SALESMAN, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
33584596 or OWAIS.FAROOQ@AHMEDAL-
MAGHRIBI.COM
PARADISE STEEL TRADING has a vacancy 
for the occupation of DRIVER, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 38784951 
or paradisesteel.bh@gmail.com
JAGMEET SINGH COMPUTER W.L.L has a 
vacancy for the occupation of COMPUTER 
OPERATOR, suitably qualified applicants 
can contact 34345289 or JGMT.BH@
GMAIL.COM
BHAI BHAI COMBINED FACILITIES SUP-
PORT BAHRAINI PARTNERSHIP COMPA-
NY has a vacancy for the occupation of 
WORKER(MAINTENANCEW).GENERAL, 
suitably qualified applicants can con-
tact 66991090 or MIRZAMUBEEN1155@
GMAIL.COM
PENNY SOFTWARE W.L.L has a vacancy 
for the occupation of COMPUTER SOFT-
WARE SPECIALIST, suitably qualified ap-
plicants can contact 66961999 or MOHA-
MAD.IBRAHIM@PENNY.CO
ALMANNAI TRADING & INVESTMENT has 
a vacancy for the occupation of WORK-
ER(METAL CLEANING), suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 17697800 or man-
naigr@mannaigroup.net
BRIGHT AND GREEN CLEANING W.L.L has 
a vacancy for the occupation of WORK-
ER-CLEANING-(HAND & CHEMICAL SOLU-
TIONS), suitably qualified applicants can 
contact 36925029 or Taghrid.wanous@
bfginternational.com
JAHANGIR RESTAURANT W.L.L has a 
vacancy for the occupation of WAITER, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
33253626 or JAHANALOM1245@GMAIL.COM
EURO CLEARING AND SERVICES W.L.L 
has a vacancy for the occupation of DRIV-
ER(HEAVY VEHICLE), suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 17311158 or FAT-
TARAM@GMAIL.COM
TTSJV WLL has a vacancy for the occupa-
tion of SUPERVISOR (SITE), suitably qual-
ified applicants can contact 33699448 or 
mbhati@ttsjv.com
REFINED CONTRACTING has a vacancy 
for the occupation of CLEANER, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 33853237 
or FJLOVEU@GMAIL.COM
RRS INTERIOR DESIGN AND MAINTE-
NANCE W.L.L has a vacancy for the occu-
pation of DECORATOR, suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 38307192 or ROS-
TINLOBO123@GMAIL.COM
BAHRAIN TRADING AGENCIES CO. - EN-
VIRONMENTAL SERVICES W.L.L has a va-
cancy for the occupation of TECHNICIAN, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
17768181 or JALALMJALAL@JALAL.COM
Farsana Construction S P C has a vacan-
cy for the occupation of WORKER(CON-
STRUCTION), suitably qualified applicants 

Road carrier food delivery services W.L.L 
has a vacancy for the occupation of DRIV-
ER(FOOD DISTRIBUTION), suitably quali-
fied applicants can contact 39466606 or 
info@roadcarrierservicesbh.com
DEVES GATE CAR WASH MANUAL has a 
vacancy for the occupation of CAR WASH-
ER/CLEANER, suitably qualified appli-
cants can contact 39464585 or YKHAL-
FAN@GMAIL.COM
ELITE FACILITY MANAGEMENT CO W.L.L 
has a vacancy for the occupation of 
CLEANER (GENERAL), suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 17382228 or MUS-
TAFA@ELITEFMC.COM
Tip toes beauty lounge has a vacancy for 
the occupation of MASSEUR, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 17774777 
or tiptoes.beauty12@gmail.com
SHAHI MAJLIS RESTAURANT W.L.L has a 
vacancy for the occupation of CASHIER, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
66920131 or SHAHI.MAJLIS@GMAIL.COM
Hardeez has a vacancy for the occupation 
of COOK(GENERAL), suitably qualified ap-
plicants can contact 17262998 or ssaleh@
americana-food.com
BALSAM LILIA TRADING W.L.L has a va-
cancy for the occupation of SALESMAN, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
36361630 or M-BASHAKT@YAHOO.COM
LULU BAHRAIN HYPERMARKET W.L.L has 
a vacancy for the occupation of BUTCHER 
(ANIMALS), suitably qualified applicants 
can contact 17558558 or careers@bh.lu-
lumea.com
LA MER BEAUTY SALON (PARTNERSHIP 
CO.) has a vacancy for the occupation of 
BEAUTICIAN, suitably qualified applicants 
can contact 17330074 or lamersalon@
gmail.com
CRYSTAL CLEAR CARGO HANDLING has 
a vacancy for the occupation of WORK-
ER(CONSTRUCTION).GENERAL, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 33145634 
or bestguideline53@gmail.com
LUCKY BHAI TOURISM SERVICES W.L.L 
has a vacancy for the occupation of 
TOURISM MARKETING TECHNICIAN, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
37730087 or MH864001440@GMAIL.COM
MOMS TEA W.L.L has a vacancy for the 
occupation of WORKER(JUICE), suit-
ably qualified applicants can contact 
33035002 or momstea2023@gmail.com
SAEED UR REHMAN DECOR  W.L.L has 
a vacancy for the occupation of DEC-
ORATOR, suitably qualified applicants 
can contact 36601836 or SAEEDKHANK-
ING6728@GMAIL.COM
marks home center has a vacancy for the 
occupation of UPHOLSTERER(FURNI-
TURE), suitably qualified applicants can 
contact 17400506 or ROCKERS3636@
YAHOO.COM
CHEF WORLD RESTAURANT & CAFE has 
a vacancy for the occupation of WAITER, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
66666773 or MOHD@ALMARKH.COM
M T I Q REAL ESTATE CO W.L.L has a va-
cancy for the occupation of SALES AGENT, 
suitably qualified applicants can con-
tact 37476000 or MARIYASIKANDAR90@
GMAIL.COM
LOWZY CORNER CAFETERIA has a 
vacancy for the occupation of WORK-
ER(FALAFEL), suitably qualified appli-
cants can contact 33675919 or FAISAL-
AK007861@GMAIL.COM
BLUE SWIMMING CRAB FACTORY FOR 
PRESERVING FISH has a vacancy for the 
occupation of WORKER(FISH CUTTING), 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
33323995 or clearance@jaradahfish.com
BAB AL BAHRAIN CATERING W.L.L has 
a vacancy for the occupation of WAITER, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
66662171 or SHIBASMOIDEEN@GMAIL.COM
BLUE SWIMMING CRAB FACTORY FOR 
PRESERVING FISH has a vacancy for the 
occupation of WORKER(FISH CUTTING), 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
33323995 or clearance@jaradahfish.com
TURBO LINE W.L.L has a vacancy for the 
occupation of SALESMAN, suitably qual-

can contact 39829689 or FARSANABAH-
RAIN@GMAIL.COM
TANADOM W.L.L has a vacancy for the oc-
cupation of COMPUTER PROGRAMMER, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
39477723 or SALEH@TWINDI.COM
ARAMEX BAHRAIN W.L.L has a vacan-
cy for the occupation of MESSENGER, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
36050563 or BAHGOVRELATIONS@AR-
AMEX.COM
ALHAJ HASSAN GROUP B.S.C CLOSED 
has a vacancy for the occupation of GA-
RAGE MECHANIC, suitably qualified appli-
cants can contact 17551111 or hr.admin@
hajihassan.com
Awatif view For Design & Fashion has a 
vacancy for the occupation of TAILOR(LA-
DIES), suitably qualified applicants can 
contact 33355125 or maj1112222@gmail.
com
INTERNATIONAL MARKETING COMPA-
NY W.L.L CLEANTEC has a vacancy for 
the occupation of CLEANER (GENERAL), 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
36636640 or HANANKHALAF84@GMAIL.
COM
MICRON TRADING has a vacancy for the 
occupation of DRIVER, suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 17212216 or KA-
MAL66@BATELCO.COM.BH
BU ISA AC WORKSHOP has a vacancy 
for the occupation of A/C MECHANIC, 
suitably qualified applicants can con-
tact 33802060 or FUTUREDOCUMENT@
GMAIL.COM
INTERNATIONAL MARKETING COMPA-
NY W.L.L CLEANTEC has a vacancy for 
the occupation of CLEANER (GENERAL), 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
36636640 or HANANKHALAF84@GMAIL.
COM
um zaid boutique & tailor has a vacancy 
for the occupation of SALESMAN, suit-
ably qualified applicants can contact 
33880820 or mu_84@live.com
Hertel W.L.L has a vacancy for the oc-
cupation of WORKER(CONSTRUCTION), 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
36633899 or MOHAMMED.QASSIM@
HERTEL.COM
Hertel W.L.L has a vacancy for the oc-
cupation of MASON, suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 36633899 or MO-
HAMMED.QASSIM@HERTEL.COM
SANGEETHA RESTAURANT DELIGHTS 
W.L.L has a vacancy for the occupation 
of COOK(GENERAL), suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 17272768 or san-
geethadelights@gmail.com
MOHAMMED AHMADI CO W.L.L has a va-
cancy for the occupation of TECHNICIAN, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
17268111 or hrd1@macbh.com
BEST MAN SALOON has a vacancy for the 
occupation of HAIR DRESSER, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 39891362 
or MARYOOMA.UM@GMAIL.COM
UNICARE DENTAL CENTER W.L.L has a 
vacancy for the occupation of CLEANER, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
17240050 or AMALSAMAK@HOTMAIL.
COM
ASWAR BAGHDAD RESTAURANT has a 
vacancy for the occupation of COOK(-
GENERAL), suitably qualified applicants 
can contact 33737312 or OSAMA66667@
GMAIL.COM
BBA FINTECH BAHRAIN SOLUTIONS 
W.L.L has a vacancy for the occupation 
of SALES AGENT, suitably qualified ap-
plicants can contact 39310722 or YOUSI-
FASAD@GMAIL.COM
PRONEXT CARGO HANDLING W.L.L has a 
vacancy for the occupation of WORKER/
PACKER, suitably qualified applicants can 
contact 36882914 or NORWENABH94@
GMAIL.COM
ART TAILORING W.L.L has a vacancy for 
the occupation of DRIVER, suitably quali-
fied applicants can contact 39997757 or 
AFARDAN88@GMAIL.COM
PROBUILD BS CONTRACTING W.L.L has 
a vacancy for the occupation of CON-
STRUCTION TECHNICIAN, suitably quali-
fied applicants can contact 33374837 or 
d.eleven.11@outlook.com
WALD AHMED CONTRACTING has a va-

cancy for the occupation of MASON(GEN-
ERAL), suitably qualified applicants can 
contact 33376816 or EMANALIJASSIMA-
LAYADHI@GMAIL.COM
URBASER BAHRAIN CO W.L.L has a va-
cancy for the occupation of CLEANER, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
17534342 or sajilnath@urbaser.com
URBASER BAHRAIN CO W.L.L has a va-
cancy for the occupation of CLEANER, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
17534342 or sajilnath@urbaser.com
MR.RIGHT GENERAL CLEANING OF 
BUILDINGS has a vacancy for the occu-
pation of CLEANER (GENERAL), suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 32212919 
or JAFFAR.BINASHOOR@GMAIL.COM
RAQUEL SECRETS  BEAUTY SALON W.L.L 
has a vacancy for the occupation of BEAU-
TICIAN, suitably qualified applicants can 
contact 33332028 or mastersgatefbs@
gmail.com
RAEDA AHMED MOHAMMED ALMUL-
LA has a vacancy for the occupation 
of SALESMAN, suitably qualified appli-
cants can contact 39860886 or READA.
AHMED71@GMIL.COM
SEASONS COLDSTORES has a vacancy 
for the occupation of SALESMAN, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 39630305 
or KHALIFA_BBR@HOTMAIL.COM
SOLID STEEL WORKSHOP has a vacancy 
for the occupation of WORKER(SALES), 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
17710407 or HAITHAMALSADA@GMAIL.
COM
LILOU ARTISAN PATISSERIE has a vacan-
cy for the occupation of COOK(GENERAL), 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
17710271 or habib@alghalia.com
KHUSHAB BAKER has a vacancy for the 
occupation of BREAD BAKER, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 33891787 
or ZAKIRAWAN1964@GMAIL.COM
TECHNO PLUS ONE GARAGE W.L.L has a 
vacancy for the occupation of ACCOUN-
TANTS, suitably qualified applicants can 
contact 33747454 or WHEELPLUS20@
GMAIL.COM
Wyndham Garden W.L.L. has a vacancy 
for the occupation of ARTIST(DISPLAY), 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
66316666 or mannai.hr@mannaitrading.com
ON POINT CONSTRUCTION W.L.L has a 
vacancy for the occupation of WORKER(-
CONSTRUCTION), suitably qualified ap-
plicants can contact 37200500 or INFO@
ONPOINTBH.COM
KAPPA MIDDLE EAST - ASIA W.L.L. has 
a vacancy for the occupation of TECHNI-
CAL PROJECT MANAGER, suitably quali-
fied applicants can contact 17229803 or 
CHOUEIRI@KAPPAENG.COM
ADNAN WOOD WORK W.L.L has a vacan-
cy for the occupation of CARPENTER, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
33434035 or JALIL.QURESHI84@YAHOO.COM
RED PIRBALA COMPUTER PROGRAM-
MING ACTIVITIES W.L.L has a vacancy for 
the occupation of COMPUTER OPERATOR, 
suitably qualified applicants can con-
tact 36563904 or WALIDBAHRAINI015@
GMAIL.COM
YOUNG JIN ENTERPRISE COMPANY LIM-
ITED has a vacancy for the occupation of 
WORKER(DOCKER), suitably qualified ap-
plicants can contact 17700711 or JEONG.
DONGJIN.0102@GMAIL.COM
YOUNG JIN ENTERPRISE COMPANY LIM-
ITED has a vacancy for the occupation of 
WORKER(DOCKER), suitably qualified ap-
plicants can contact 17700711 or JEONG.
DONGJIN.0102@GMAIL.COM
YOUNG JIN ENTERPRISE COMPANY LIM-
ITED has a vacancy for the occupation of 
WORKER(DOCKER), suitably qualified ap-
plicants can contact 17700711 or JEONG.
DONGJIN.0102@GMAIL.COM
al enma house for security services W.L.L 
has a vacancy for the occupation of SE-
CURITY GUARD, suitably qualified appli-
cants can contact 36633319 or admin@
enmabh.com
HAQEEQAT CARGO W.L.L has a vacancy 
for the occupation of OFFICE ASSISTANT, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
33211228 or CHOLAM10026@GMAIL.COM
SANGEETHA RESTAURANT DELIGHTS 

W.L.L has a vacancy for the occupation 
of CLEANER, suitably qualified applicants 
can contact 17272768 or sangeethade-
lights@gmail.com
DAY TO DAY CONSTRUCTION has a vacan-
cy for the occupation of WORKER(CON-
STRUCTION).GENERAL, suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 38011687 or TA-
BISMILE1@GMAIL.COM
qahwa sada cafe has a vacancy for the oc-
cupation of PREPARER(COFFEE), suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 36786660 
or BUJASSIM8294@HOTMAIL.COM
ARROW EXPRESS W.L.L. has a vacancy for 
the occupation of HEAVY DRIVER, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 38787504 
or ARROWEXPRESS.BH@GMAIL.COM
RUA TECHNOLOGY W.L.L has a vacancy 
for the occupation of SALESMAN, suit-
ably qualified applicants can contact 
36964422 or SWALIH7686@GMAIL.COM
HANG OUT CAFETERIA W.L.L has a vacan-
cy for the occupation of CASHIER, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 37743914 
or MABDULTHOUSIF@GMAIL.COM
SOLID STEEL WORKSHOP has a vacancy 
for the occupation of WORKER(SALES), 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
17710407 or HAITHAMALSADA@GMAIL.
COM
TITANUIM LINE GARGE has a vacancy 
for the occupation of AUTOMOBILE SER-
VICEMAN, suitably qualified applicants 
can contact 17530012 or TITANIUMGA-
RAGE2017@GMAIL.COM
MIRZA HASAN MANSOOR HASAN has a 
vacancy for the occupation of FARMER, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
39440170 or FIVE_STAR_CENTER@HOT-
MAIL.COM
THE TEA HOUSE CAFETERIA has a vacan-
cy for the occupation of COOK(GENERAL), 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
37475737 or teahousebh@gmail.com
ALDOOR EXCAVATION & BUILDING CON-
TRACTING CO. W.L.L has a vacancy for the 
occupation of WORKER(CONSTRUCTION).
GENERAL, suitably qualified applicants 
can contact 17877246 or zainabhr@al-
doorbh.com
ALDOOR EXCAVATION & BUILDING CON-
TRACTING CO. W.L.L has a vacancy for the 
occupation of WORKER(CONSTRUCTION).
GENERAL, suitably qualified applicants 
can contact 17877246 or zainabhr@al-
doorbh.com
CAPITAL  school wll has a vacancy for the 
occupation of TEACHER, suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 17008880 or pro@
ALSAFARGROUP.COM
Mechanical Contracting & Services Com-
pany W.L.L has a vacancy for the occupa-
tion of SUPERVISOR (SITE), suitably qual-
ified applicants can contact 36937988 or 
MCSC@MCSCWLL.COM
T V R  LANDSCAPE  GARDEN W.L.L has a 
vacancy for the occupation of OFFICE AS-
SISTANT, suitably qualified applicants can 
contact 36101389 or TVRLANDSCAPE@
GMAIL.COM
IBN SINA OPTICAL W.L.L has a vacancy 
for the occupation of SALESMAN, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 33933997 
or WORLD_TODAY82@YAHOO.COM
ALBAROON WORLD SMART SYSTEMS & 
TRADING has a vacancy for the occupa-
tion of TECHNICIAN WORKER, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 17681757 
or XBAHRAIN@HOTMAIL.COM
YOUSIF ABDULRAHMAN ENGINEER CO. 
W.L.L has a vacancy for the occupation 
of SECRETARY, suitably qualified appli-
cants can contact 17257500 or NETTS@
ENGINEER.BH
GOLDEN NEEDLE FOR SEWING AND EM-
BROIDERY CO W.L.L has a vacancy for the 
occupation of TAILOR, suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 36333384 or EIS-
SASAEID14@GMAIL.COM
ALSAMH CARGO has a vacancy for the oc-
cupation of OFFICE ASSISTANT, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 17280855 
or ALSAMHCARGO@GMAIL.COM
ARAB VAPE GENERAL TRADE W.L.L has a 
vacancy for the occupation of SALESMAN, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
36667606 or MORSLON@HOTMAIL.COM
TEA TIME W.L.L has a vacancy for the 
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Qatar condemns Israeli strike on 
Lebanese Army patrol

Kuwait foils new drug trafficking 
method using A4 

Lebanon launches redevelopment of Qlayaat airport in north

India and Kuwait dis-
cussed ways to deepen 
cooperation in sports 

and youth engagement during 
a high-level meeting between 
Indian Ambassador Paramita 
Tripathi and Kuwait’s Min-
ister of State for Sports and 
Youth Affairs, H.E. Dr. Tareq 
Al-Jalahma.

T h e  t a l k s  f o c u s e d  o n 
strengthening bilateral col-
laboration through the imple-
mentation of the Executive 
Programme on Sports Cooper-
ation, which was signed during 
the visit of Indian Prime Min-
ister Narendra Modi to Kuwait 
in December 2024.

Both sides explored future 

opportunities for exchanges, 
training programmes, sport-
ing events, and youth-focused 
initiatives aimed at enhancing 
people-to-people ties and pro-
fessional development in the 
sports sector.

The discussions also includ-
ed cooperation on the Inter-
national Day of Yoga (IDY) 
2026 in Kuwait, highlighting 
a shared commitment to pro-
moting sports, holistic health, 
and wellness initiatives.

Officials from both countries 
reaffirmed their interest in ex-
panding collaboration in areas 
that support youth empower-
ment and strengthen cultural 
and sporting connections.

The State of Qa-
tar strongly con-
demned an Is-

raeli attack that targeted 
a Lebanese Army patrol 
on the Khardali–Nabatieh 
road in southern Lebanon, 
killing two officers and a 
soldier.

In a statement issued 
by the Ministry of Foreign 
Affairs, Qatar described 
the strike as a “dangerous 
escalation” and a “flagrant 
violation” of Lebanon’s sover-
eignty, as well as a breach of 
international law.

The ministry urged the in-
ternational community to as-
sume its responsibilities and 
pressure Israeli authorities to 
halt what it called repeated at-
tacks on Lebanon. It also called 
for accountability in line with 
international agreements and 

full implementation of United 
Nations Security Council Res-
olution 1701.

Qatar reaffirmed its support 
for Lebanon’s unity, sovereign-
ty and territorial integrity, and 
expressed solidarity with the 
Lebanese government and 
people.

It also extended condo-
lences to the families of those 
killed in the incident.

India, Kuwait discuss expanded 
sports and youth cooperation

Kuwait’s General De-
partment for Drug 
Control arrested an 

Egyptian national after seizing 
140 A4 sheets soaked in psycho-
tropic substances and narcotic 
materials, which authorities de-
scribed as a new drug trafficking 
method.

Security officials said the op-
eration is part of ongoing efforts 
to combat drug promotion and 
distribution using unconvention-
al techniques aimed at evading 

detection.
According to authorities, the 

suspect possessed the sheets, 
which were prepared for traf-
ficking and consumption. The 
case is now being referred to the 
relevant legal authorities for fur-
ther action.

Officials said the operation re-
flects continued vigilance against 
emerging drug smuggling meth-
ods and reiterated their commit-
ment to dismantling narcotics 
distribution networks.

UAE, South Africa discuss regional tension

Abu Dhabi’s Minister 
of Foreign Affairs, 
Abdullah bin Zayed 

Al Nahyan, held a phone call 
with South Africa’s Minister 
of International Relations and 
Cooperation, Ronald Lamola, 
to review recent regional and 
international developments.

According to official sources, 
the two ministers discussed the 
broader implications of Iranian 
attacks targeting civilian sites 

and infrastructure. The con-
versation highlighted concerns 
over the potential impact on 
maritime security, global energy 
supplies, and the wider interna-
tional economy.

Both sides reportedly ex-
pressed concern about rising 
tensions and their possible ef-
fects on international shipping 
routes and stability in the Gulf 
region and beyond.

The call also included a re-

view of bilateral relations be-
tween the United Arab Emir-
ates and South Africa. The 
two ministers reaffirmed the 

importance of contin-
ued cooperation and 
dialogue between the 
two countries across 
political and economic 
fields.

Officials said the 
discussion reflect-
ed shared interest in 
maintaining regional 

stability and supporting glob-
al efforts to reduce escalation 
risks.

• First aircraft lands at 
airport as rehabilitation 
work officially begins  

•  Initiative comes 
amid ongoing regional 
security tensions

Lebanon has officially 
launched the redevelop-
ment of Rene Mouawad 

Airport in Qlayaat, a long-unused 
facility in the country’s north, 
as authorities move towards re-
opening it as a second civilian 
airport.

The project is seen as an effort 
to reduce reliance on Beirut’s Raf-

ic Hariri International Air-
port, which has long been 
Lebanon’s only operational 
passenger gateway amid 
years of political instability 
and security concerns.

Officials say the reopen-
ing of the northern airport 
could improve connec-
tivity and restore some of 
Lebanon’s regional avia-
tion standing, which de-
clined sharply following 
the outbreak of the civil 
war in 1975.

Prime Minister Nawaf 
Salam attended the launch cer-
emony in Akkar, arriving at the 
airport alongside Public Works 
and Transport Minister Fayez 

Rasamny. Government media 
said their aircraft was the first 
to land on the runway as part of 
the inauguration of rehabilitation 
works.

Interior Minister Ahmad 
Hajjar and Defence Minister 
Michel Menassa also attended 
the event, arriving separately by 
military helicopter.

The redevelopment comes at 
a sensitive time for Lebanon, as 
the country continues to face se-
curity tensions linked to the on-
going conflict between Israel and 
Hezbollah, although large-scale 
strikes have recently subsided in 
the capital.

Beirut airport itself has re-
mained operational but is located 
near southern suburbs that have 
been repeatedly targeted in past 
conflicts, raising long-standing 
concerns over vulnerability and 
disruption.

Prime Minister Nawaf Salam aboard the flight 
to Rene Mouwad Airport at Qlayaat. 
(Photo: Lebanese Government)

Youth are “pillar of Gulf future”

Airport Blast Survivor Thanks Kuwaiti Rescuer

GCC stresses long-term investment in youth empowerment

• Youth seen as key to 
sustainable development goals  

•  Initiatives aim to boost 
skills, entrepreneurship 
and participation

• GCC Secretariat 
continues coordination of 
youth-focused policies  

The Secretary-Gen-
eral of the Gulf Co-
operation Council 
( G C C )  h a s  s a i d 

that young people across the 
region are a “fundamental 

pillar” in shaping the future 
of Gulf states and achieving 
their national visions.
Speaking on the occasion of 

Gulf Youth Day, observed an-
nually on 6 June, GCC Secre-
tary-General Jassim Moham-
med Al-Budaiwi highlighted 
the growing role of young peo-

ple in driving development 
across member states.

He said the day repre-
sents an important op-
portunity to recognise 
the contributions of Gulf 
youth in various fields, de-
scribing them as key part-
ners in the region’s com-
prehensive development 
journey.

Al-Budaiwi noted that 
GCC countries, guided by 

their leaders, continue to place 
strong emphasis on empower-
ing young people through laws, 
policies, and national initia-
tives aimed at developing skills 
and strengthening capabilities.

He added that these efforts 
are designed to prepare youth 
to respond to emerging chal-

lenges while taking advantage 
of opportunities across differ-
ent sectors, including econom-
ic and social development.

The GCC Secretariat, he 
said, is continuing its work 
to support joint Gulf youth 
initiatives by improving co-
ordination between member 
states, sharing expertise, and 
organising programmes that 
encourage innovation, entre-
preneurship, and community 
engagement.

He also pointed to signif-
icant achievements across 
GCC countries in the youth 
sector, saying they reflect the 
leadership’s commitment to 
investing in young people as 
a driving force for sustainable 
development.

As panic swept through 
Kuwait International 
Airport following the 

June 3 attack, Egyptian expa-
triate Mamdouh Abdel Aleem 
said survival became his only 
focus.

“I didn’t feel any pain,” Mam-
douh recalled from his hospital 
bed. “I was only focused on 
surviving. Later, I discovered 
I had been bleeding from the 
injury without even noticing.”

In the immediate aftermath 
of the explosion, a Kuwaiti cit-
izen rushed to help him, pro-
viding first aid and securing his 
injured arm until emergency 
responders arrived.

“I will never forget what he 
did for me,” Mamdouh said. 
“He stood beside me from the 
very beginning and even visit-
ed me later in the hospital to 
check on my condition.”

Mamdouh, who has under-

gone three surgeries since 
the attack, praised the sup-
port and medical care he has 
received during his recovery.

“I have not experienced 
any shortcomings from any 
side,” he said. “The medical 
care has been exceptional, 
and the support I received 
from Kuwait, both the gov-
ernment and the people, has 
meant a great deal to me.”

He also denied rumours 
circulating on social media 
claiming that his arm had 
been amputated as a result 
of the injuries. While con-
firming that he sustained 
serious shrapnel wounds 
requiring multiple operations, 
he described the reports as in-
accurate.

Beyond the physical injuries, 
Mamdouh said the attack left a 
deep psychological impact on 
many workers at the airport. 

One of his colleagues escaped 
without physical harm but suf-
fered severe emotional distress 
after witnessing the scenes un-
fold.

As he continues his recov-
ery, Mamdouh said he remains 

grateful for the care and soli-
darity shown to him in the af-
termath of the attack. His expe-
rience reflects the human cost 
of conflict, where ordinary lives 
can be permanently changed in 
a matter of moments.

Kuwait Airport situation after the attack on June 03 
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Seef exit after quarter-final defeat
TDT | Manama

Bahrain’s Seef saw their So-
fia Open 3x3 Palms Lite 

Quest campaign end yesterday 
in Sofia, Bulgaria, after a hard-
fought quarter-final defeat in a 
tightly contested knockout run.

Seef had kept their momen-
tum alive earlier in the day with 
a dramatic 21–20 win over hosts 
3X3 Sofia in the last-16 stage. 

The victory, sealed in the clos-
ing moments, sent the Bahraini 
side into the quarter-finals after 
a tense contest that went right 
down to the wire.

Their knockout journey end-
ed later that evening when they 
fell 21–18 to Serbia’s Uzice Zlat-
iborac. Despite staying within 
reach for much of the match, 
Seef couldn’t respond to the Ser-
bians’ late push, ending their 

tournament in the last eight.
Seef ’s run in Sofia had al-

ready been shaped by fine mar-
gins from the opening day. They 
began Pool F with a narrow 13–
12 defeat to Bulgaria’s Levski 
Palms Bet before bouncing back 
strongly with a 20–17 win over 
Dublin to stay in contention.

Their progression was con-
firmed only after Dublin defeat-
ed Levski 21–19, allowing Seef to 

advance as group runners-up 
on standings, underlining how 
closely contested the group 
phase proved to be.

The Bahraini quartet of Bog-
dan Dragovic, Austin Ajukwa, 
Uros Ilic and Isa Jasim then 
carried that resilience into the 
knockout rounds, producing 
a statement win in the last 16 
before eventually falling short 
against experienced Serbian 

opposition.
The Sofia Open is part of the 

FIBA 3x3 Lite Quest circuit on 
the Road to the World Tour 
pathway, offering ranking points 
and qualification opportunities 
for Challenger-level events.

For Seef, the campaign ends 
with positives from a compet-
itive showing in Europe, even 
though their run finished just 
short of the semi-finals.

Teen queen conquers 
Roland Garros

• 19-year-old Mirra 
Andreeva beat 
Chwalinska 6-3, 6-2 to 
become the youngest 
Roland Garros women’s 
singles champion 
since Monica Seles

• The world number 
114’s career will now 
be on a different 
stratosphere as 
she will climb to 21 
in the rankings

AFP

Mirra Andreeva won 
her first Grand Slam 
title on Saturday by 

downing Polish qualifier Maja 
Chwalinska in straight sets in 
the French Open final.

The 19-year-old Russian beat 
Chwalinska 6-3, 6-2 to become 
the youngest Roland Garros 
women’s singles champion 
since Monica Seles, then aged 
18, won her third straight title 
in Paris in 1992.

With her first-ever major 
crown, Andreeva also became 
the first player, man or woman, 
born after 2005 to win a Grand 

Slam.
The Coupe Suzanne Leng-

len will now take centre spot in 
Andreeva’s burgeoning trophy 
cabinet, which already features 
two WTA 1000 titles.

Defeat at the final hurdle 

brought to an end an astonishing 
run which started in qualifying 
for Chwalinska, who won nine 
matches in the French capital 
to become the first qualifier to 
reach the final in the Open era.

However, the world number 

114’s career will now be on a 
different stratosphere as she 
will climb to 21 in the rankings 
and be assured of competing 
regularly in tennis’ biggest tour-
naments.

Russia’s Mirra Andreeva poses with the Coupe Suzanne Lenglen (Suzanne Lenglen Trophy) and her dog after winning the 
French Open tennis tournament women’s singles final match against Poland’s Maja Chwalinska (left) on day 14 of the 
French Open tennis tournament on Court Philippe-Chatrier at the Roland-Garros Complex in Paris

India name Sooryavanshi in T20 squad
AFP | Mumbai, India

In d i a  n a m e d  Va i b h av 
Sooryavanshi in their T20 

squad on Saturday, handing 
the 15-year-old sensation his 
maiden international call-up 
after a string of breathtaking 
performances in the domestic 
league. Selectors also fired 
Suryakumar Yadav as captain 
following a poor run of form, 

just three months after he 
led the country to World Cup 
glory at home.

Shreyas Iyer, who last 
played a T20 for India in De-
cember 2023, was named as 
the new skipper for the up-
coming two T20 internation-
als in Ireland, five matches in 
England and the Asian Games 
to be held in September and 
October in Japan.

Bahrain Celebrates Bay City Roller’s Win at Epsom
TDT | Manama

Bay City Roller, owned by 
Victorious Forever — the 

Bahraini-led racing operation 
associated with Shaikh Nasser 
bin Hamad Al Khalifa — and 
trained in Newmarket, United 
Kingdom, by George Scott, de-
livered a dominant performance 
to win the Group One Coolmore 
Coronation Cup over 1½ miles 
(2,400 metres) on turf at Epsom.

The race featured a high-class 
field, including multiple Group 
One winner Calandagan, last 
year’s winner Jan Brueghel, 
and Epsom Derby winner Lam-
bourn. Bay City Roller asserted 
control in commanding fash-
ion, pulling clear to win by 10 
lengths from Jan Brueghel, with 
Lambourn finishing third.

The performance marked a 
first domestic Group One suc-

cess for trainer George Scott 
and highlighted Bay City Roll-
er’s rise as a leading contender 
in the staying division at the 
highest level of international 
flat racing.

His Excellency Shaikh Du-
aij bin Salman bin Mubarak Al 
Khalifa, Chairman of the Horse 
Racing Affairs Authority, ex-
tended his congratulations, 
noting that the achievement 

reflects the continued develop-
ment of Bahraini sport under 
the patronage of His Majesty 
King Hamad bin Isa Al Khalifa 
and the sustained support of His 
Royal Highness Prince Salman 
bin Hamad Al Khalifa, Crown 
Prince and Prime Minister.

He said this support has 
played a key role in enabling 
consistent Bahraini success on 
the international sporting stage.

Shaikh Duaij also praised 
Bay City Roller’s performance, 
describing it as a commanding 
Group One display that reflects 
the horse’s quality, progression, 
and elite capability.

He concluded by wishing con-
tinued success to HH Shaikh 
Nasser bin Hamad Al Khalifa, 
HH Shaikh Khalid bin Hamad 
Al Khalifa, and the Victorious 
Forever team in future interna-
tional engagements.

Bay City Roller, ridden by Oisin Murphy, on the way to winning the Coolmore 
Coronation Cup at Epsom Racecourse

Bogdan Dragovic

Bahrain shift focus 
to Syria friendly  

TDT | Manama

Bahrain’s senior men’s na-
tional team has moved 

its training base to Antalya, 
Türkiye, as they prepare for 
their upcoming international 
friendly against Syria, sched-
uled for Tuesday at 5pm Bah-
rain time at the Gloria Sports 
Arena.

The squad resumes train-
ing today after a 2–0 defeat to 
Georgia in Tbilisi on Friday. 
In that match, Bahrain faced 
a strong European side in the 
first of two fixtures during 
their camp.

Georgia opened the scor-
ing in the 51st minute through 
defender Luka Lochoshvili, 
who finished with a volley 
from a well-delivered cross 
by captain Khvicha Kvaratsk-

helia. The hosts doubled their 
lead in the 77th minute when 
Kvaratskhelia converted from 
the penalty spot. Bahrain were 
unable to respond and finished 
the match without registering 
a shot on target.

Attention now turns to the 
Syria fixture, with Bahrain 
continuing preparations in An-
talya. The friendly will offer a 
different tactical challenge as 
the team adjusts after facing 
high-intensity European op-
position in Georgia.

Team officials have stressed 
the importance of the camp in 
refining tactical structure and 
building cohesion ahead of up-
coming regional competitions, 
including the defence of their 
Gulf Cup title (23 September–6 
October) and the AFC Asian 
Cup (7 January 2027–5 Febru-
ary 2027).

Bahrain national team line up ahead of their previous fixture

Coach Talajic directs his players from the technical area
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It was a tough fight 
and a real test, but I 

felt strong throughout. 
This victory means a 
great deal to me and 

ranks among the most 
important moments of 

my boxing career

PRAKASH LIMBU

Former professional boxer Scott Welch (left), 
Limbu, and coach Davis with the Pilgrims title 
belt

Fighter Prakash Limbu (right) 
celebrates with English coach Tony 
Davis (left)

Bahrain stands 
tall in British ring

Limbu defeats British fighter at UK charity boxing event

Hussain Almaskati
TDT | Manama

Bahrain’s Royal Guard 
boxer Prakash Limbu 
secured a split-decision 

victory over British Army fight-
er Dylan Swales at the Special 
Air Service (SAS) Charity Box-
ing event held in Hereford, 
United Kingdom.

The 65kg bout, staged last 
Friday, continued Bahrain’s 
strong presence at one of the 
most respected events on the 
British military boxing calen-
dar. This year’s edition support-
ed the Clocktower Foundation, 
a charity dedicated to improv-
ing the welfare and morale of 
members of the British Armed 
Forces.

Representing the Royal 
Guard Special Forces (RGSF), 
Limbu overcame the home-
town favourite in front of a 
distinguished audience, add-
ing another notable success 
for Bahrain’s contingent at 
the competition. His victory 
follows Hamza Zrire’s win 
in last year’s edition, fur-
ther extending the Royal 
Guard’s successful run at 
the event.

Speaking to The Dai-
ly Tribune, Limbu 
expressed pride in 
the achievement.

“It was a tough 
fight and a real test, 
but I felt strong 
throughout,” he said. 

“This victory means a great deal 
to me and ranks among the most 
important moments of my box-
ing career.”

“Competing in my opponent’s 
hometown brought its own 
pressure, but I stayed focused 
and pushed hard from start to 
finish. Winning this fight was 
extremely important to me.”

Limbu also paid tribute to 
coach Tony Davis, with whom 
he has worked closely in prepa-
ration for the bout.

“We’ve been working one-on-
one for the past three months,” 
he said. “This time I made a 
point of fully trusting Tony’s 
instructions and putting in the 
work required. He deserves 
enormous credit for this result. 
I may be the one in the ring, 
but he is the one steering the 

journey.”
Looking ahead, the Ne-

pali-born boxer said he is 
focused on future oppor-

tunities in the sport.
“Tony and I are ex-

cited about the next 
chapter, including 
exploring oppor-
tunities in profes-

sional boxing while 
continuing to help de-

velop the Royal Guard 
boxing team,” Limbu said.

Coach Tony Davis praised 
his fighter’s dedication and 
highlighted the significance of 
the win.

“He has worked incredibly 
hard for this result and it means 
a lot to all of us,” Davis said. 
“It’s now two victories in two 
consecutive years for Bahrain’s 
Royal Guard team at this event, 
which is a fantastic achieve-
ment and one we are proud to 
continue.”

“It was also a special moment 
to receive personal congratula-
tions from the Commanding Of-
ficer of the SAS. Bahrain’s Royal 
Guard has fully cemented itself 
in SAS history.”

Exclusive

Najma begin Asian campaign in Kuwait 
TDT | Manama

The 28th Asian Men’s Club 
League Handball Champi-

onship began in Kuwait yester-
day, with Bahrain’s Al Najma set 
to open their campaign today 
under the competition’s revised 
format.

Al Najma arrive at the con-
tinental tournament aiming to 
make a strong start after a mixed 
domestic season, where they 
topped the regular-season stand-
ings but missed out on the league 
final and failed to complete a 
title defence.

They begin their campaign 
this evening against hosts Ku-
wait Sports Club at 6pm Bahrain 
time. The match marks their first 
step in a bid to secure a third 
Asian club title and qualifica-
tion for the 2026 IHF Men’s Club 

World Championship in Egypt.
This year’s competition fea-

tures a reduced field of seven 
teams following the withdrawal 
of China’s CHA, and has shifted 
to a single round-robin prelimi-
nary stage. All teams compete in 
one standings table, with the top 
four advancing to the semi-fi-

nals.
Al Najma have strengthened 

their squad ahead of the tourna-
ment, including the loan signing 
of Bahrain international Jassim 
Khamis from Al Shabab. He is 
expected to add experience and 
control during a demanding 
schedule.

Further additions include Al 
Dair goalkeeper Hesham Isa and 
several overseas players, among 
them Uros Mitrovic of Serbia, 
Radojica Cepic of Montenegro, 
and Daniel Neves of Portugal.

The club is also under new 
leadership, with Abdulrah-
man Mohamed taking over 

as head coach from Ali Al  
Falahi.

Al Najma remain one of Asia’s 
most successful clubs, having 
won the continental title in 2017 
and 2023, finished runners-up in 
2015 and 2022, and placed third 
in 2001.

After their opening match 
against Kuwait SC, they will face 
Qatar’s Al Duhail on Monday 
at 4pm, followed by Sharjah of 

the UAE on Wednesday at 8pm. 
They then meet Al Arabi of Qa-
tar on June 11 at 4pm, Burgan 
of Kuwait on June 12 at 4pm, 
and conclude the preliminary 
round against Saudi Arabia’s 
Khaleej Club on June 14 at 8pm. 
All matches are in Bahrain time 
and will be played at the Sheikh 
Saad Al Abdullah Al Salim Al 
Sabah Covered Halls Complex 
in Kuwait.

 Al Najma’s squad during a pre-tournament training session

Teenager Antonelli 
claims Monaco 
pole for Mercedes 
after ‘magic lap’

AFP 

Kimi Antonelli produced a 
“magic lap” to edge Max 

Verstappen in the dying sec-
onds of Saturday’s qualifying 
and claim pole for the Monaco 
Grand Prix.

The 19-year-old Italian 
clocked one minute and 12.051 
seconds in his Ferrari for his 
fourth pole this year, extend-
ing Mercedes run to six out of 
six, and putting him in posi-
tion to become the first Italian 
since Alberto Ascari of Ferrari 
in 1952 to win five consecutive 
F1 Grands Prix.

“It was one of those laps 
that we call a magic lap,” said 
a beaming Antonelli, after hug-
ging his father, Marco.

“I was able to put it all to-
gether and it was such a close 
qualifying with Max.

“I think the first run off in 
Q3, there was just one milli-
second between us. I knew 
the last lap was good, I was 
just hoping that it would be 
enough! But it was very close.”

Antonelli’s sensational lap 
came at the end of a sequence 
of dramatic laps in the final 
seconds of a classic session 
as, in turn, Ferrari’s Charles 
Leclerc, Verstappen and then 
the precocious Italian clocked 
pole laps.

“I am very happy with that 
and massive thanks to the team 
because yesterday we strug-
gled a little bit and today we 
were able to improve massive-

ly,” said Antonelli, who last 
year finished 18th, three laps 
down on a triumphant Lando 
Norris of McLaren.

“I think this is one of the 
most intensive, if not the most 
intense qualifying of the year 
and it takes a massive effort 
– and also the practices be-
cause you just keep trying to 
get close to the limit.

“When it is about finding 
the last two tenths, it is not 
easy because the walls start to 
come closer and it is not easy 
to gain the confidence, but I 
felt great this morning and I 
am happy that we could finish 
the job today.”

He said despite mounting 
media attention and specu-
lation, he had not felt any in-
creased pressure.

“For sure, I am just enjoy-
ing the driving, enjoying the 
car, enjoying the weekend,” 
he said, with a customary grin.

“That was a big step com-
pared to last year, it is really 
nice to be able to enjoy the 
sessions and now I am looking 
forward to tomorrow.”

Seven-time champion Lewis 
Hamilton was third for Ferrari.

“Congrats to Kimi,” said 
Hamilton, who had recom-
mended the Italian as his suc-
cessor before he left Mercedes 
for Ferrari last year.

“A mega, mega job.
“Having your first pole here 

is so special. “We’ve got such 
a great crowd here, it’s such a 
beautiful day.”

Teenager Antonelli claims Monaco pole for Mercedes after ’magic lap’



As the 2026 FIFA 
World Cup prepares 
to kick off across the 
United States, Cana-

da and Mexico, Arab football is 
set for its most significant global 
presence in history, with an un-
precedented number of nations 
competing in the expanded 48-
team tournament.

The move from 32 to 48 teams 
has reshaped the international 
football map, widening quali-
fication pathways and bring-
ing new voices into the global 
conversation. For Arab nations, 
it has created a stage defined 
by contrast: first-time entrants, 
returning sides, and established 
contenders all arriving in North 
America with different histories 
but shared ambition.

Jordan’s Historic Debut

Jordan will step onto the FIFA 
World Cup stage for the first 
time after a historic qualifica-
tion campaign. They finished 
their AFC first-round group 
with four wins, one draw, and 
one defeat, including a 7–0 win 
over Pakistan. In the final round, 
they placed second to secure 
automatic qualification from a 
highly competitive group fea-
turing South Korea, Iraq, Oman, 
Palestine, and Kuwait. Ali Olwan 
scored 9 goals during the quali-
fication campaign, including a 
critical hat-trick against Oman, 
making him one to watch on the 
global stage. 

They now face a demanding 
Group J featuring Argentina, 
Algeria, and Austria

Morocco Lead Arab 
Hopes 

Morocco enter the tourna-
ment as the highest-ranked 
Arab side and arguably its most 
complete team on paper, arriv-
ing on the back of a near-perfect 
qualifying campaign: eight wins 
from eight matches, with only 
two goals conceded.

Their rise remains anchored 
in their landmark 2022 World 
Cup run, when they became the 
first Arab and African nation to 
reach the semi-finals and fin-
ish fourth, permanently shift-
ing expectations around what 
is possible for the region on the 
world stage.

Since then, the Atlas Lions 
have remained firmly in the 
global spotlight. Their Africa 
Cup of Nations campaign was 
equally eventful. Months lat-
er, they were awarded the title 
after Senegal were deemed to 
have forfeited the final they had 
originally won against Morocco 
at the start of the year.

At the heart of their ambitions 
once again is Achraf Hakimi, 
who arrives at the tourna-
ment fresh from a Champions 
League-winning season with 
Paris Saint-Germain, further 
underlining his status as one of 
world football’s elite full-backs. 
Now led by coach Mohamed 
Ouahbi following Walid Re-
gragui’s departure earlier this 
year, Morocco enter a new cy-
cle of scrutiny, with their group 
placing them alongside Brazil, 
Scotland, and Haiti in Group C.

Qatar Return   

Qatar returns for a second-ev-
er World Cup appearance, this 
time having qualified through 
the standard pathway after host-
ing in 2022. Their journey began 
with early dominance, comfort-
ably topping their second-round 
group, before a tougher third 
round in which they finished 
fourth. They recovered in the 
fourth-round playoffs, sealing 
qualification with a  2–1 victory 
over the United Arab Emirates 
to confirm their place at the fi-
nals.

The Maroons now face a 
challenging Group B featuring 
Switzerland, hosts Canada, and 
Bosnia and Herzegovina. 

Algeria Eye Deep Run 

Algeria return to the World 
Cup for the fifth time after an 
impressive qualifying run of 
eight wins, one draw and one 
defeat.

Their last real deep impres-
sion at the tournament came in 
2014, when they pushed eventu-
al champions Germany into ex-
tra time in the knockout stages.

This current squad blends 
experience and emerging talent, 
with Riyad Mahrez providing 
leadership alongside Ibrahim 
Maza and Anis Hadj Moussa.

They begin in Group J against 
Argentina, Jordan and Austria.

Egypt Built Around 
Salah

Egypt arrive with momen-
tum from a strong qualifying 
campaign led by Mohamed Sa-
lah, who scored nine goals as 
they topped their group with 
26 points.

Despite being Africa’s most 
decorated national team, their 
World Cup history still lacks a 
defining deep run, adding pres-
sure and anticipation around 
this squad.

They enter Group G with Bel-
gium, New Zealand and Iran, 
where expectations once again 
rest heavily on Salah’s influence 
and leadership.

Tunisia Target  
Breakthrough

Tunisia arrive in strong de-
fensive form, having qualified 
without conceding a single goal 
and finishing top of Group H 
with 28 points.

Consistency has long defined 
their international presence, yet 
a first-ever knockout stage ap-
pearance remains elusive.

Their group-stage clash with 
Japan also marks the tourna-
ment’s 1,000th match, adding 
historical weight to their cam-
paign. Tunisia will face Japan, 
the Netherlands and Sweden in 
Group F.

Green Falcons Return 

Saudi Arabia return for their 
seventh World Cup appearance 
after a challenging qualification 
journey that saw them finish 
third in a difficult Asian group 
before advancing through the 
final phase.

Their best performance re-
mains their 1994 debut, when 
they reached the Round of 16, 
a benchmark still referenced in 
discussions about their World 
Cup potential.

They now face Spain, Uruguay 
and Cape Verde in Group H.

Iraq’s Fairytale Return
Iraq round out the Arab con-

tingent after a dramatic quali-
fication campaign that ended 
with a play-off victory over 
Bolivia.

It marks their second World 

Cup appearance and their first 
in 40 years, completing one of 
the most emotionally signif-
icant qualification stories in 
the region.

They now enter Group I 
alongside Norway, Senegal and 
tournament favourites France.
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Morocco celebrate landmark 2022 World Cup run

Saudi Arabia stun Argentina in famous upset

Jordan seal first-ever World Cup qualification

Iraq celebrate long-awaited World Cup return
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