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World Health Organ-
ization formed by the 
United Nations

US President Dwight D. Eisenhower in news 
conference is first to voice fear of a “domi-

no-effect” of communism in Indo-China

The Internet’s symbolic birth date: publi-
cation of RFC 1

The World Trade Organisation 
rules in favor of the United States in 
its long-running trade dispute with 
the European Union over bananas
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Here’s the deal: Wall 
Street didn’t build 

this country — the great 
American middle class 
did. It’s time we rebuild 
the middle class and 
bring everyone along re-
gardless of race, gender, 
religion, ethnicity, sexual 
orientation, or disability.

@POTUS

I am looking forward 
to speaking to my Ira-

qi counterpart, Dr. Fuad 
Hussein, tomorrow at 
the U.S.-Iraq Strategic 
Dialogue. We will review 
progress in every area of 
our broad and strategic 
partnership.

@SecBlinken

In this country, there is 
an understanding that 

the level of income and 
wealth inequality we have 
now is unsustainable and 
immoral. The time is long 
overdue to demand the 
wealthiest people and 
the largest corporations 
in America start paying 
their share of federal in-
come taxes.

@SenSanders

Climate is not like a 
footy match where 

you lose and it is game 
over. The climate game 
continues, so even if the 
1.5C game is lost, it is still 
game-on for 1.6C and 
1.7C. /.../every fraction of 
a degree, every year and 
every choice matters.”

@GretaThunberg

 Disclaimer: (Views expressed 
by columnists are personal and 
need not necessarily reflect our 

editorial stances)
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Country Total 
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New 
Deaths
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recovered

Active 
cases

Egypt 205,732 12,210 156,574 36,948

Saudi 
Arabia

393,377 6,704 380,305 6,368

UAE 474,136 +1,988 1,516 +4 458,885 13,735

Kuwait 238,549 1,365 223,269 13,915

Oman 165,480 +1,206 1,728 +6 148,303 15,449

Qatar 184,334 306 166,441 17,587

Middle East

Country Total cases Total  
deaths

1 USA 31,500,372

2 Brazil 13,023,189

3 India 12,709,047

4 France 4,833,263

5 Russia 4,597,868

6 UK 4,362,150

7 Italy 3,678,944

8 Turkey 3,529,601

9 Spain 3,311,325

10 Germany 2,906,509

11 Poland 2,456,709

12 Colombia 2,456,409

13 Argentina 2,407,159

14 Mexico 2,251,705

G l o b a l  t a l l y

C O V I D - 1 : 9  C o u n t r i e s  w o r s t  a f f e c t e d

Figures as of closing

News in brief 
 u  The death toll from days 
of tribal clashes in Sudan’s 
West Darfur has risen to 
50, with 132 wounded, the 
West Darfur State Doctors’ 
Committee said yesterday. 
The government declared a state of 
emergency in the state on Monday 
after three days of clashes in El 
Geneina, the state capital. The United 
tsael ta taht yadnoM no dias snoitaN 
40 people had been killed and 58 
injured. The bloodshed is the latest in 
a resurgence of violence in the Darfur 
region since the signing of a peace 
agreement late last year and the withdrawal of UN peacekeepers.

A Chinese carrier group is exercising near Taiwan and such drills will become 
regular, China’s navy said late yesterday in a further escalation of tensions near 
the island that Beijing claims as its sovereign territory. China’s navy said the 

carrier group, lead by the 
Liaoning, the country’s first 
aircraft carrier put into 
active service, was carrying 
out “routine” drills in the 
waters near Taiwan. The 

aim is to “enhance its capability to safeguard national sovereignty, safety and 
development interests”, it said. “Similar exercises will be conducted on a regular 
basis in the future,” the navy added, without elaborating.

u The World Health Organisation (WHO) does not back 
requiring vaccination passports for entry or exit, due to uncertainty 
over whether 
inoculation 
prevents 
transmission 
of the virus, as 
well as equity 
concerns, a spokeswoman said yesterday. The WHO now expects to review China’s 
COVID-19 vaccines Sinopharm and Sinovac for possible emergency use listing 
around the end of April, as more data is required, WHO spokewoman Margaret 
Harris added at a UN news briefing.

u Democratic 
US Representative 
Alcee Hastings 
has died at the 
age of 84, his office 
said on Tuesday, 
further narrowing the party’s majority in the lower chamber of Congress. Hastings, 
a former judge and civil rights activist, has served 15 terms in the U.S. House of 
Representatives in a Florida district that now includes parts of Fort Lauderdale, 
Palm Beach and the area around Lake Okeechobee, his website said. He most 
recently won his seat with 78.7% of the vote. In January 2019, Hastings said he 
was diagnosed and receiving treatment for pancreatic cancer. His death leaves 
a sixth vacancy in the House of Representatives, which Democrats would now 
control with 218 seats, against Republicans’ 211, according to a tally by the House 
press office.

China says carrier 
group exercising near 
Taiwan, drills will 
become regular
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back vaccination 
passports for now: 
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Democratic 
US 
congressman 
Hastings of 
Florida dies

Death toll from 
clashes in Sudan’s 
West Darfur climbs 

to 50

Global COVID-19 death 
toll surpasses 3 million

• Worldwide 
COVID-19 deaths are 
rising once again

• it took more than 
a year for the global 
coronavirus death toll 
to reach 2 million

• . The next 1 million 
deaths were added in 
about three months.

Reuters 

Coronavirus-related deaths 
worldwide crossed 3 mil-
lion yesterday, according to 

a Reuters tally, as the latest global 
resurgence of COVID-19 infections 
is challenging vaccination efforts 
across the globe.

Worldwide COVID-19 deaths are 

rising once again, especially in 
Brazil and India. Health officials 
blame more infectious variants 
that were first detected in the 
United Kingdom and South Afri-
ca, along with public fatigue with 
lockdowns and other restrictions.

According to a Reuters tally, 
it took more than a year for the 
global coronavirus death toll to 
reach 2 million. The next 1 mil-
lion deaths were added in about 
three months. Brazil is leading 
the world in the daily average 
number of new deaths report-
ed and accounts for one in every 
four deaths worldwide each day, 
according to a Reuters analysis.

The World Health Organisation 
acknowledged the nation’s dire 
condition due to coronavirus, say-
ing the country is in a very critical 
condition with an overwhelmed 
healthcare system.

“Indeed there is a very serious 
situation going on in Brazil right 
now, where we have a number of 

states in critical condition,” WHO 
epidemiologist Maria Van Kerk-
hove told a briefing last Thurs-
day, adding that many hospital 
intensive care units are more than 
90% full.

India reported a record rise in 
COVID-19 infections on Monday, 
becoming the second nation after 
the United States to post more 
than 100,000 new cases in a day.

India’s worst-affected state, 
Maharashtra on Monday began 
shutting shopping malls, cinemas, 
bars, restaurants, and places of 
worship, as hospitals are being 
overrun by patients.

The European region, which 
includes 51 countries, has the 
highest total number of deaths at 
nearly 1.1 million.

Five European countries in-
cluding the United Kingdom, 
Russia, France, Italy and Germany 
constitute about 60% of Europe’s 
total coronavirus-related deaths.

The United States has the 

highest number of deaths of 
any country at the world at 
555,000 and accounts for 
about 19% of all deaths 
due to COVID-19 in the 
world. Cases have ris-
en for the last three 
weeks but health 
officials believe the 
nation’s rapid vac-
cination campaign 
may prevent a rise 
in deaths. A third of 
the population has 
received at least one 
dose of a vaccine.

At least 370.3 mil-
lion people or nearly 
4.75% of the global 
population have 
received a single 
dose of COVID-19 
vaccine by Sunday, 
according to latest 
figures from re-
search and data pro-
vider firm Our World in Data.

Gunmen free more than 
1,800 inmates in attack on 
Nigerian prison

• Nigerian police 
believe IPOB, was 
behind the attack

Reuters | Yenagoa, Nigeria

More than 
1 , 8 0 0 

p r i s o n e r s 
are on the 

r u n  i n 
s o u t h -
e a s t 

Nigeria after escaping when 
heavily armed gunmen at-
tacked their prison using ex-
plosives and rocket-propelled 
grenades, the authorities said 
on Tuesday.

Nigerian police said it be-
lieved a banned separatist 
group, the Indigenous People 
of Biafra (IPOB), was behind 
the attack in the city of Owerri, 
but a spokesman for the group 
denied involvement.

The secessionist movement 
in the southeast is one of sev-
eral serious security chal-
lenges facing President Mu-
hammadu Buhari, including 
a decade-long Islamist insur-
gency in the northeast, a spate 
of school kidnappings in the 
northwest and piracy in the 
Gulf of Guinea.

“The Owerri Custodial Cen-
tre in Imo state has been at-
tacked by unknown gunmen 
and forcefully released a total 
of 1,844 inmates in custody,” a 
Nigerian Correctional Service 
spokesman said in a statement 
late on Monday. The attackers 
stormed the facility at around 
2:15 a.m. (0115 GMT) on Mon-
day, he said.

The police said attackers 
used explosives to blast the 
administrative block of the 
prison and entered the prison 
yard.

Myanmar protesters 
paint Yangon red, call for 
boycott of Water Festival

Reuters 

Myanmar’s pro-democracy 
protesters sprayed red 

paint on roads in Yangon on 
Tuesday in a reminder to the 
junta that it had blood on its 
hands as the crisis created by a 
military coup in the Southeast 
Asian nation dragged on with 
no end in sight.

Several groups called for a 
boycott of next week’s Thing-
yan Water Festival, which 
marks the Buddhist new year. 
Leaflets calling for the ban, 
distributed in Yangon, said it 
would be a sign of compassion 
for the families of those killed.

About 570 people have been 
killed during two months of 
unrest since the Feb. 1 coup, 

and security forces have ar-
rested close to 3,500 people, 
with about four-fifths of them 
still in detention, advocacy 
group the Association for Po-
litical Prisoners (AAPP) said 
on Tuesday.

Demonstrators woke early 
in Yangon, Myanmar’s biggest 
city, to spray and splash pave-
ments, roads and bus shelters 
with red paint in protest at a 
sweeping crackdown by se-
curity forces that has caused 
weeks of international outrage.

“The blood has not dried,” 
said one message in red.

Another daubed across a bus 
shelter implored rank-and-file 
soldiers not to be exploited by 
kleptocratic generals clinging 
onto power.

Bezos, Musk top Forbes’ 
billionaire list

Reuters 

Forbes’ annual world’s bil-
lionaires list includes a 

record-breaking 2,755 billion-
aires, with Amazon.com Inc 
founder Jeff Bezos topping 
it for the fourth consecutive 
year, the media company said 
on Tuesday.

T h e  r a n k s  o f  t h e  u l -
tra-wealthy are expanding 
after a year in which the coro-
navirus pandemic upended 
world economies and threat-
ened the livelihoods of people 
across the globe.

This year’s billionaires are 
worth a combined $13.1 tril-
lion, up from $8 trillion last 
year, Forbes said.

“The very, very rich got very, 
very richer,” said Forbes’ Chief 
Content Officer Randall Lane, 

in an interview with Reuters 
Video News.

Tesla Chief Executive Elon 
Musk jumped into second spot 
on the list, up from 31st last 
year.

Bernard Arnault, chief ex-
ecutive of luxury goods firm 
LVMH, Microsoft founder Bill 
Gates and Facebook Chief 
Executive Mark Zuckerberg 
round out the top five of the 
world’s richest billionaires.

Investor and business ty-
coon Warren Buffett fell out of 
the top five for the first time in 
over two decades, as tech ex-
ecutives dominate the Forbes 
rankings.

This year’s list has 493 new-
comers, including Whitney 
Wolfe Herd, chief executive 
of dating app Bumble, which 
went public this year.

Jeff BezosElon Musk

UAE’s first nuclear power plant 
begins commercial operations
Reuters | Dubai

The United Arab Emirates’ first 
nuclear power plant started 

commercial operations on Tues-
day, the Gulf Arab state’s leaders 
announced on Twitter.

“The first megawatt from the 
first Arab nuclear plant has en-
tered the national power grid,” 
Vice President Sheikh Moham-
med bin Rashid al-Maktoum said 
on Twitter.

De facto ruler Abu Dhabi Crown 
Prince Mohammed bin Zayed 
al-Nahyan said it was a historic 
milestone for the country, which 
this year celebrates 50 years since 
its formation.

Barakah’s construction has 
faced delays as the Gulf state 
builds a nuclear industry from 
scratch.

Unit 1 received its operating 
licence from the nuclear regu-
lator in 2020, three years after 
its expected planned start up  
in 2017.

Last August, Unit 1 was con-
nected to the national power grid 
and in December reached 100% 
of reactor power capacity during 
testing.

Unit 2 was issued an operating 
licence in March this year.

When completed Barakah, 

which is being built by Korea 
Electric Power Corp (KEPCO), 
will have four reactors with 5,600 

megawatts (MW) of total capacity 
- equivalent to around 25% of the 
UAE’s peak demand.

Abu Dhabi’s Crown Prince Sheikh Mohammed bin Zayed Al Nahyan arrives to meet 
with British Prime Minister Boris Johnson at Downing Street in London, Britain

The Barakah nuclear power plant 
in the Abu Dhabi emirate is the 

first nuclear power station in the 
Arab world and part of the oil pro-
ducing state’s efforts to diversify 

its energy mix.
KNOW WHAT

Clear link between AZ 
vaccine and rare blood 
clots in brain, EMA 
official tells paper
Reuters | Rome

There is a link between As-
traZeneca’s COVID-19 vac-

cine and very rare blood clots 
in the brain but the possible 
causes are still unknown, a 
senior official for the Europe-
an Medicines Agency (EMA) 
said in an interview published 
yesterday. 

“In my opinion we can now 
say it, it is clear that there is an 
association with the vaccine. 
However, we still do not know 
what causes this reaction,” 
Marco Cavaleri, chair of the 
vaccine evaluation team at the 
EMA, told Italian daily Il Mes-
saggero when asked about the 
possible relation between the 

AstraZeneca shot and cases of 
brain blood clots.

Cavaleri added that the EMA 
would say there is a link al-
though the regulator would 
not likely be in a position this 
week to give an indication re-
garding the age of individuals 
to whom the AstraZeneca shot 
should be given.

He did not provide evidence 
to support his comments.

Unique culture of Asir 
Landmark books from famed 
photographer Thierry Mauger 

republished

TDT | Riyadh

The Literature, Publishing 
and Translation Commis-

sion yesterday announced the 
republishing of five books by 
French ethnographer and pho-
tographer Professor Thierry 
Mauger. 

The announcement was 
made at a book launch event 
held at the recently devel-
oped creative district of JAX 
in Ad-Diriyah. 

Documenting the culture 
and the life of communities 
in Saudi Arabia’s southwest-
ern region of Asir between 
1979 to 1991, Mauger’s works 
captured global attention by 
highlighting the unique cul-
tural traditions and customs 
of the region, as well as the an-
cient architectural structures. 
Mauger’s famous book ‘Flow-
ered Men and Green Slopes of 
Arabia’ introduced the world 
to the fascinating tradition of 
the people of Asir, where men 
wear flower wreaths to attract 
beauty and health. 

Mohammed Alwan, CEO 
of the Literature, Publishing 
and Translation Commission 
said, “Mauger’s books contain 
valuable cultural information 
and rare images showing the 
heritage and traditions of the 
Kingdom’s southwestern re-
gion. Through their republi-
cation, we hope to reintroduce 

the unique identity of the Asir 
region as part of the diversity 
of culture and heritage in the 
Kingdom.” 

Mauger lived in Saudi Ara-
bia for 12 years during which 
time he captured more than 
10,000 photographs that have 
been published in 20 different 
books about the Kingdom. His 
curiosity and admiration for 
the life and traditions in Asir 
led him to go on three expedi-
tions to the area to document 
different cultural aspects, in-
cluding art and architecture. 

The republication of the 
books is part of the Commis-
sion’s aims to preserve the 
Kingdom’s heritage and tradi-
tions through the publication 
and translation of significant 
books, highlighting the efforts 
of international writers and 
researchers who are interested 
in learning and documenting 
Saudi culture.  

The books that are being re-
published are The Bedouins of 
Arabia (1987), Flowered Men 
and Green Slopes of Arabia 
(1988), Undiscovered Asir 
(1993), Impressions of Arabia 
(1996), and Rijal at the Stroke 
of a Brush (2020).

The books will be repub-
lished in cooperation with 
Obeikan Publishing, one of 
the largest book publishers in 
the region.


