
Trump demands Iran’s 
‘unconditional surrender’

Massive aerial strikes devastate Tehran and Beirut as the regional conflict enters its second week

• Lebanon faces 
humanitarian crisis

• Iran launches 
missiles at Israel

• Iran holds first 
Friday prayers since 
Khamenei’s death

• Mourners weep for 
slain supreme leader

• Iran internet at one 
percent capacity

AFP | Washington

President Donald Trump 
said yesterday that only 
Iran’s “unconditional sur-

render” would bring an end to 
the Middle East war, as Tehran 
was rocked by some of the heav-
iest US-Israeli strikes of the spi-
ralling, week-long conflict.

Now in its seventh day, the war 
has embroiled nations beyond 
the region, upended the world’s 
energy and transport sectors, and 
brought chaos to even usually 
peaceful areas around the Gulf.

It has spread to Lebanon, 
whose prime minister warned 
of an impending humanitarian 
disaster as tens of thousands fled 
heavy Israeli strikes on Beirut’s 
southern suburbs.

Trump, who has given varying 
reasons for starting the war that 
killed Iran’s supreme leader Aya-
tollah Ali Khamenei last week-
end, promised to help rebuild 
the country’s economy if Tehran 
installed an “acceptable” new 
leader.

“There will be no deal with 
Iran except UNCONDITIONAL 
SURRENDER,” Trump wrote on 
his Truth Social platform.

“MAKE IRAN GREAT AGAIN 
(MIGA!),” he added.

In Tehran, crowds of men and 
women dressed in black, some 
carrying Iranian flags, gathered 
for the first Friday prayers since 
the start of the war, online foot-
age showed.

Several loud explosions sent 
clouds of black smoke into Teh-
ran’s sky, according to AFP jour-
nalists who described the day’s 
strikes as the heaviest yet on the 
capital.

“It’s really very scary,” a Teh-
ran businessman who gave his 
first name as Robert told AFP.

“Checkpoints have been put 
up in place in the city to prevent 

looting and ensure control,” the 
60-year-old said at the Armenian 
border with Iran.

 ‘Additional surprises’ 
Both Israel and the US warned 

yesterday they were escalating 
their attacks on Iran.

“We have additional surprises 
ahead which I do not intend to 
disclose,” Israel’s military chief 
Lieutenant General Eyal Zamir 
said.

According to Iran’s health min-
istry, the US and Israeli strikes 
on the country have killed 926 
people.

Iranian government spokes-
woman Fatemeh Mohajerani said 

yesterday that 30 percent of the 
dead were children. 

Iran has launched missile and 
drone attacks at Israel and Gulf 
states since the war began, with 
journalists in Tel Aviv reporting 
hearing several blasts yesterday.

In Israel, at least 10 people 
have been killed, according to 
first responders there.

The US military has reported 
the deaths of six of its personnel.

 ‘We’ll sleep on the road’
The conflict has sucked in Is-

rael’s neighbour Lebanon after 
Tehran’s proxy group Hezbollah 
launched missiles at Israel.

Israeli air strikes hit sites in 

Lebanon’s south and east yes-
terday.

There has been widespread de-
struction in the southern Beirut 
suburbs, considered a Hezbol-
lah stronghold and home to an 
estimated 600,000 to 800,000 
people.

Correspondents on the ground 
saw scenes of panic on Thursday 
as residents massively fled after 
an unprecedented Israeli order 
to evacuate immediately if they 
wanted to save their lives.

Hundreds of families milled 
around on a Beirut beach, left 
with nowhere to go.

“We’ll sleep on the road to-
night and God alone knows what 

will happen to us,” one man said, 
declining to give his name.

Lebanon’s Prime Minister 
Nawaf Salam warned that a “hu-
manitarian disaster is looming” 
from the displacement.

Yesterday, Hezbollah told Is-
raeli residents to evacuate are-
as within five kilometres (three 
miles) of the Lebanese border.

The death toll in Lebanon rose 
to 217 yesterday, according to the 
country’s health ministry.

Israel’s army meanwhile said it 
had killed more than 70 Hezbol-
lah gunmen.

The United Nations refugee 
agency said yesterday it had 
declared the crisis a major hu-
manitarian emergency, stress-
ing the need for an immediate  
response.

The war has also come under 
increasing scrutiny in Europe, 
with Spanish Prime Minister 
Pedro Sanchez calling the US-Is-
raeli strikes an “extraordinary 
mistake” and “not in accordance 
with international law”.

European Union chiefs are 
scheduled to hold talks about 
the war on Monday.

US likely responsible for strike 
on Iran school: New York Times
• School once part 
of IRGC compound

• Pentagon confirms 
investigating incident

• White House denies 
certain knowledge

AFP | Washington

The United States is most 
likely responsible for 
a strike that reportedly 

killed scores of people at an ele-
mentary school in southern Iran, 
according to a New York Times 
investigation.

The February 28 strike hit an 
elementary school in the Iranian 
town of Minab and killed at least 
150 people, according to Iranian 
officials.

Neither Israel nor the United 
States has claimed responsibility 
for the attack, which was in close 
proximity to sites controlled 
by the Islamic Revolutionary 
Guards Corps (IRGC).

The US Department of Defense 
has said it is investigating the 
incident.

The New York Times report-
ed on Thursday that US military 
statements indicating forces 
were attacking naval targets near 
the Strait of Hormuz, where an 
IRGC base is located, “suggest 
they were most likely to have 
carried out the strike.”

An analysis of social media 
posts from the time of the at-
tack, as well as photos and videos 
from witnesses, indicated that 
the Shajare Tayyebeh elementary 
school was struck at the same 
time as a Revolutionary Guards’ 
naval base sites, the Times  
said.

Two unidentified US officials 
told Reuters that military inves-
tigators “believe it is likely” that 
US forces were responsible for 
the strike.

AFP has been unable to reach 
the location to independently 
verify the toll or the circum-
stances of the attack.

General Dan Caine, the top US 
military officer, said on Wednes-
day that the United States was 
carrying out strikes along south-
ern Iran at the time.

A map he presented, the Times 
reported, indicated an area in-
cluding Minab had been targeted 
by strikes in the first 100 hours of 
the operation.

Caine noted that Israel had 
mainly been operating further 
north in Iran.

The school was at one point 
part of the IRGC’s naval base, ac-
cording to satellite images from 
2013 reviewed by the Times.

However, the paper said pub-
licly available historical satellite 
imagery “shows the structure 
bears the hallmarks of a school, 
including a sports field and other 
recreational areas that were add-
ed over time.”

“Given the U.S.’s intelligence 
capabilities, they should have 
known that a school was in the 
vicinity,” Beth Van Schaack, a 
former State Department official 
who teaches at Stanford Univer-
sity’s Center for Human Rights 
and International Justice, told 
the Times.

The Norway-based rights 
group Hengaw said the school 
was holding its morning session 
at the time of the attack and re-
portedly had about 170 students 
present.

Asked Wednesday whether the 
United States was involved in the 
strike, White House Press Sec-
retary Karoline Leavitt replied: 
“Not that we know of.”

UN rights chief says US must 
probe school strike ‘very quickly’
AFP | Geneva

The United Nations rights 
chief stressed yesterday 
the need for “impartial 

investigations” into a strike on 
a school in Iran, urging the US 
to move “very quickly” with its 
announced probe.

UN rights chief Volker Turk 
condemned “this absolutely 
tragic incident”.

“What we have asked for is 
obviously prompt, transparent 
and impartial investigations, 
which we understand has 
been announced by the Unit-
ed States,” he told reporters in 
Geneva.

“We need this to happen very 
quickly and we need to also 
make sure that there is account-
ability as well as redress for the 
victims,” he insisted.

Turk, who said he hoped to go 
to Washington later this month, 
said there were “significant con-
cerns about the respect for in-
ternational humanitarian law, 
especially the conduct of hos-
tilities... (and what) measures 
of precaution, of distinction, of 
proportionality are taken”.

When it comes to a school, he 

said, that was “clearly a civilian 
institution that should never be 
attacked”.

“Then there are questions 
around the type of weapons 
that were used, as well as the 
timing,” he said, pointing out 

that the attack “happened in the 
morning”, at a time when chil-
dren were likely to be in school.

“These factors need to be tak-
en into account,” he said.

There is “a horrible, tragic 
lesson to be learnt when girls 

are killed in this way”, the rights 
chief said.

He added that he hoped 
“there will be not only guar-
antees of non-recurrence but a 
review of all the standard oper-
ating procedures when it comes 

to this type of issues”.
Turk said his office so far had 

few details, since it did not have 
a presence inside Iran, with the 
ongoing internet shutdown 
making it even harder to get 
information.

“The onus is now really on 
those who conducted these 
strikes to conduct this type of 
investigation,” he said.

“We expect accountability to 
be served.”
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A view of the site of an Iranian strike in Givatayim, in the center of Israel

The site of overnight Israeli airstrikes is pictured in the southern suburbs of Beirut

In a move mirroring 
his domestic slogans, 
President Trump post-
ed “MAKE IRAN GREAT 

AGAIN (MIGA!)” on 
Truth Social, coupling 
the demand for sur-

render with a promise 
to restore the Iranian 
economy under new 

leadership
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Iran police 
chief says 
ordered to 
open fire at 
looters during 
wartime
AFP | Tehran

Iran’s police chief Ahmad 
Radan said yesterday that 

officers had been author-
ised to shoot at suspect-
ed looters amid the war 
with Israel and the United  
States.

“Because we are in war-
time conditions, I have is-
sued orders to shoot at po-
tential thieves,” Radan told 
state TV, adding that any 
thieves would be “swiftly 
neutralised”.

He also said that author-
ities had taken measures to 
maintain order online.

“We will not allow a 
group of paid agents to un-
dermine the unity that the 
people achieved with the 
blood of thousands of mar-
tyrs by spreading agitation,” 
said Radan.

US cannot 
provide enough 
missiles for 
Gulf states and 
Ukraine: EU 
commissioner
AFP | Paris

The United States is not 
in a position to pro-

vide enough missiles to the 
Gulf states and Ukraine to 
defend themselves, EU de-
fence and space commis-
sioner Andrius Kubilius 
said yesterday.

“It’s very clear that af-
ter the Iranian crisis ... it 
became more urgent for 
us in Europe to ramp up 
production of air defence 
and anti-ballistic mis-
siles,” Kubilius said in  
Warsaw.

“Americans really will not 
be able to provide enough of 
those missiles, both for the 
Gulf countries, for Ameri-
can army itself, and also for 
Ukrainian needs.”

Kubilius said Europe was 
facing a “huge challenge” 
in developing anti-mis-
sile defence, stressing that 
Ukraine’s needs were “im-
mense”.

He said “for the win-
ter season alone” Ukraine 
needed around 700 Patriot, 
PAC-2 and PAC-3 missiles, 
which is “more or less equal 
to the number of missiles 
that American manufactur-
ers are capable of producing 
in a year”.

At a joint press confer-
ence with Polish defence 
minister Wladyslaw Ko-
siniak-Kamysz, Kubilius 
emphasised that “the situ-
ation (in Europe) is really 
critical”.

“It is clear that we are go-
ing to have to develop our 
missile production very 
quickly and very urgently,” 
he added.

161 1530 1876 1912
Roman Emperor Antoninus Pius dies and is 
succeeded by co-emperors Marcus Aurelius 
and Lucius Verus, an unprecedented 
political arrangement in the Roman Empire

English King Henry 
VIII’s divorce 
request is denied by 
Pope Clement VII

Alexander Graham 
Bell receives a 
patent for the 
telephone in the US

Norwegian explorer Roald Amundsen 
announces his team was the first to reach 
the South Pole on December 14, 1911, 34 days 
before British explorer Robert Falcon Scott

Historical satellite 
imagery showed the 
building had sports 

fields and playground 
facilities, reinforcing 

evidence that the 
structure functioned 

as an elementary 
school despite its 

proximity to an IRGC 
naval base

KNOW WHAT

Mourners dig graves during the funeral for children killed in a reported strike on a primary school in Iran’s Hormozgan 
province in Minab (file photo)

What we have asked for 
is obviously prompt, 

transparent and 
impartial investigations, 

which we understand 
has been announced by 
the United States. We 

need this to happen very 
quickly and we need 

to also make sure that 
there is accountability 
as well as redress for 

the victims
UN RIGHTS CHIEF VOLKER TURK

The site of a strike on a girls’ school in Minab, in Iran’s southern Hormozgan province (file photo)

Women hold posters of Ayatollah Ali Khamenei during Friday noon prayers at the compound of the Mosalla mosque in Tehran


