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Home hero Piastri
edges Antonelli in
second Australian
GP practice

Piastri excites
Melbourne crowd
while rivals struggle
with sweeping
engine changes | P11

Trump demands Iran’s ‘unconditional surrender’
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NATO Secretary
General expresses
solidarity with
Bahrain over

Iranian attacks
TDT | Manama

is Majesty King Hamad

bin Isa Al Khalifa yes-
terday received a message
from NATO Secretary Gen-
eral Mark Rutte expressing
strong support for Bahrain
amid ongoing Iranian at-
tacks targeting the King-
dom’s territory.

In his message, Secretary
General Rutte conveyed his
deepest regret over the “un-
acceptable and indiscrimi-
nate” strikes, which have af-
fected civilian populations,
critical infrastructure, and
freedom of navigation. He
strongly condemned the at-
tacks and reaffirmed NATO’s
commitment to Bahrain’s
security and regional sta-

bility.

GCC warns against
Strait of Hormuz
closure at OIC

meeting
TDT | New York

he Gulf Cooperation

Council (GcC) yester-
day warned that any at-
tempt to close the Strait of
Hormuz would constitute
a serious escalation, threat-
ening regional stability and
global economic security.

The statement came dur-
ing a meeting of the Organ-
isation of Islamic Cooper-
ation (0IC) at the United
Nations, convened at Bah-
rain’s request on behalf of
GCC states.

Ambassador Jamal Fares
Al Ruwaie, Bahrain’s Per-
manent Representative to
the UN, highlighted that the
GCC has consistently sought
dialogue with Iran to re-
solve differences peacefully
and prevent escalation. He
stressed that, despite these
efforts, GCC countries have
faced unjustified attacks vi-
olating Article 2(4) of the
UN Charter.
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Tarawih prayers continued to be held across mosques in the Kingdom of Bahrain during the nights of the holy month of Ramadan, in an atmosphere of calm
and serenity, with regular attendance by worshippers keen to perform the religious rites while following the instructions and organisational guidelines set by
the competent authorities. In this regard, the General Directorate of Sunni Endowments issued a circular to imams and muezzins, confirming that the five daily
prayers and Tarawih prayers would continue as usual in its affiliated mosques. The circular emphasised the importance of taking necessary precautions and
fostering a spirit of peace and tranquillity among worshippers, ensuring their safety and the smooth conduct of religious practices.

Lieutenant General Dr Shaikh Mohammed at the central medicine warehouses

TDT | Manama

ahrain’s key health and
B telecommunications sys-
tems are fully prepared to
respond to any emergency, offi-
cials confirmed during inspec-

tions of vital facilities across the
Kingdom yesterday.

Central Medicine warehouse

His Excellency Lieutenant
General Dr Shaikh Mohammed
bin Abdullah Al Khalifa, Chair-
man of the Supreme Council of
Health, visited central medi-
cine warehouses alongside Her
Excellency Dr Jalila bint Sayed
Jawad Hassan, Minister of
Health. The inspection focused
on storage conditions, inventory
management, and distribution
mechanisms to ensure uninter-
rupted supplies of medicines
and medical equipment to hos-
pitals and clinics nationwide. Dr
Jalila highlighted the advanced
digital tracking systems recently
implemented, which monitor
stock levels in real time and flag
potential shortages before they
occur.

“Ensuring that essential med-
icines are always available is a
top priority,” Dr Jalila said. “Our
teams are continuously upgrad-
ing storage protocols and logis-
tics to guarantee safety, quality,
and efficiency across all health
institutions.”

smc

At Salmaniya Medical Com-
plex, members of the Board of
Commissioners of the National
Institution for Human Rights
(NIHR) reviewed medical care
provided to residents and citi-
zens injured in recent attacks.
Officials assessed treatment
protocols, hospital readiness,

NIHR officials at SMC

Critical services
on war footing

Medicine, care and connectivity ready for any crisis

3
¥

Minister of Transportation and Telecommunications, Dr Shaikh Abdullah

and the level of care being ex-
tended to patients. They also
inspected shelters housing dis-
placed residents, including Al
Budaiya and Dar Al Karama So-
cial Care Centre, ensuring that
accommodation, social services,
and humanitarian support meet
national standards.

“We are committed to safe-
guarding human dignity and
delivering professional care
even under exceptional circum-
stances,” said an NIHR official.
“All protocols are aligned with
recognised humanitarian and
medical standards to support
affected residents and citizens.”

Telecom

Meanwhile, the telecommu-
nications sector has reassured
the public that network services
will remain fully operational un-
der all circumstances. Dr Shaikh
Abdullah bin Ahmed Al Khalifa,
Minister of Transportation and
Telecommunications, conduct-
ed visits to Batelco, STC Bah-
rain, Zain Bahrain, and BNET
to inspect emergency response
procedures and rapid recovery
systems.

“The telecommunications
sector is a key pillar of national
security and digital infrastruc-
ture,” the minister said. “Main-
taining uninterrupted connec-
tivity is essential not only for
daily life but also for emergen-
cy response and coordination
across all sectors.”

Officials emphasised that co-
ordinated preparedness across
health, humanitarian, and tel-
ecom sectors reflects Bahrain’s
commitment to protecting res-
idents and ensuring essential
services remain uninterrupted
during any crisis.

Bahraini families,
institutions
express solidarity
TDT | Manama

ahraini families, com-

munity leaders, busi-
ness figures, religious cen-
tres, sports and cultural
clubs, and civil society or-
ganisations reaffirmed their
support for the Kingdom,
national unity, and loyalty
to His Majesty King Hamad
bin Isa Al Khalifa.

Issued by around 1,000
entities, the statements ex-
pressed confidence in the
government’s measures,
led by His Royal Highness
Prince Salman bin Hamad
Al Khalifa, Crown Prince
and Prime Minister, to con-
front Iranian aggression.

They praised the Bahrain
Defence Force for its read-
iness, professionalism, and
vigilance in responding to
attacks on civilian sites and
private property, describ-
ing such assaults as serious
violations of good-neigh-
bourliness, religious bonds,
and regional security. The
Ministry of Interior was
also commended for ad-
dressing the consequences
of the attacks, with national
personnel recognised for
their dedication and pro-
fessionalism across sectors.

The statements reaf-
firmed that, under the lead-
ership of His Majesty the
King and HRH the Crown
Prince and Prime Minister,
Bahrain will maintain its
firm stance in supporting
peace, promoting regional
and international stability,
and upholding principles
of mutual respect, coexist-
ence, and good-neighbourly
relations.

Only Iran’s
"unconditional
surrender’ can end

war: Trump
AFP | Tehran, Iran

President Donald Trump
said yesterday that only
Iran’s "unconditional sur-
render” would bring an end
to the Middle East war.

"There will be no deal
with Iran except UNCON-
DITIONAL SURRENDER,”
Trump wrote.

Britain ‘ready to
support’ Saudi

London [United Kingdom

ritain is ready to help

defend Saudi Arabia,
Prime Minister Keir Starm-
er told the kingdom in a call
yesterday.

Starmer spoke to Crown
Prince Mohammed bin Sal-
man and assured him “the
UK stood ready to support
the defence of the Kingdom
of Saudi Arabia should it be
needed,” the PM’s spokes-
woman said.
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Diplomatic missions praise Bahrain's
leadership and community safety

Sri Lankan, Bangladeshi, Japan and Philippine envoys commend proactive measures to protect residents

Pradeep Puravankara
TDT | Manama

ahrain’s swift and coordi-
B nated response to regional

tensions has earned praise
and gratitude from multiple dip-
lomatic missions in the King-
dom, reflecting confidence in
the authorities’ ability to safe-
guard all residents.

Deep sense of confidence

The Embassy of Sri Lanka ex-
pressed “sincere gratitude to
the Bahraini government for its
steadfast commitment to the
safety and well-being of the
Sri Lankan community,” high-
lighting the proactive support
provided by authorities through
high-level briefings and daily
updates via the Ministry of In-
terior’s Al Madar Centre. The
Embassy noted that transparent
communication channels have
“instilled a deep sense of con-
fidence and reassurance among
both embassy officials and com-
munity members.”

Ambassador of Bangladesh

Similarly, the Ambassador of
Bangladesh, H.E. Mr. Md. Rais
Hasan Sarower, praised the pro-
fessionalism and prudence of
Bahraini authorities in ensuring

THE AMBASSADOR OF BANGLADESH, H.E.
MR. MD. RAIS HASAN SAROWER

the safety of all residents, includ-
ing the large Bangladeshi com-
munity. He commended the use
of public warning sirens, rapid

THE PHILIPPINE AMBASSADOR, H.E.
GINES JAIME RICARDO D. GALLAGA

shelter establishment, and con-
tinuous coordination between
the Bahraini Ministry of Foreign
Affairs and Bangladeshi leader-

H.E. SHANIKA DISSANAYAKE, SRI LANKAN
AMBASSADOR TO BAHRAIN

HE MS ASAKO OKAI, AMBASSADOR OF
JAPAN TO THE KINGDOM OF BAHRAIN

preciate the swift crisis response
that prioritises the protection of
lives,” the Ambassador said.

Philippine Ambassador

The Philippine Ambassa-
dor, H.E. Gines Jaime Ricardo
D. Gallaga, also extended pro-
found thanks to His Majesty
King Hamad bin Isa Al Khalifa
and His Royal Highness Prince
Salman bin Hamad Al Khali-
fa, noting their “inclusive care
provided to all residents during
this unprecedented period.” Am-
bassador Gallaga praised field
visits to shelters across Bahrain,
highlighting the “warm hospi-
tality” and essential support
offered to over 55,000 Filipi-
no nationals. He added that the
professionalism and bravery of
the Ministry of Interior, Bah-
rain Defence Force, and security
units reinforced his confidence
in Bahrain’s internal stability
and security.

Officials from all four missions
emphasised the importance of
maintaining communication
with authorities, adhering to
safety instructions, and avoiding
the spread of unverified infor-
mation, reflecting a strong col-

ship. He also expressed gratitude Al Khalifa following the tragic laboration between diplomatic
for the condolences extended by death of a Bangladeshi national representatives and Bahraini
His Majesty King Hamad bin Isa due to missile debris. “We ap- authorities.

Four arrested for filming
attack aftermath and
spreading false news

s E,I.n dldlac

TDT | Manama

he Ministry of Interior

has announced that the
Anti-Cybercrime Directorate
at the General Directorate of
Anti-Corruption and Econom-
ic and Electronic Security has
identified and arrested four
individuals for misusing social
media.

The suspects reportedly
filmed and circulated vide-
os related to the aftermath of
Iranian aggression, including
footage from military sites, in
ways that violated the law and
spread false information.

The Ministry warned that

sharing such content can mis-
lead public opinion, create fear
among citizens and residents,
and undermine security and
public order.

Legal proceedings have been
initiated, and the case hasbeen
referred to the Public Prose-
cution.

The Ministry urged the pub-
lic to rely on official sources
for information and avoid re-
posting unverified videos or
news, cautioning that doing
so may result in legal conse-
quences and threaten national
safety.

BD500 fee for firms missing
Bahrainisation targets

Mohammed Darwish
TDT | Manama

ompanies that fail to meet

Bahrainisation targets may
be charged BD500 for each ex-
patriate work permit, the Min-
istry of Labour said.

In a written reply to Shura
Council member Dr Ebtisam
Al Dallal, the ministry said the
2023-2026 national labour
market plan prioritises hiring
Bahrainis while allowing expa-
triate recruitment where em-
ployers demonstrate genuine
need.

Prepared under Decree-Law
No. 21 of 2021, the plan was
approved by the Cabinet on 26

June 2023 and published in the
Official Gazette on 3 July 2023.
The ministry said the strat-
egy focuses on creating bet-
ter jobs for Bahrainis, aligning
education with labour market
needs, strengthening private
sector partnerships, and sup-
porting investment while pro-
tecting workers’ rights.
Bahrainisation rules apply
across all sectors, with some
reaching 50 per cent localisa-
tion. Compliance is monitored
automatically through the La-
bour Market Regulatory Au-
thority’s electronic systems.
To encourage hiring Bah-
rainis, wage support schemes
cover up to 70% in the first year,

50% in the second and 30% in
the third, with support ceilings
raised to BD8OO for graduates,
BD600 for diploma holders
and BD450 for secondary-level
workers.

The ministry also said fees
on expatriate labour have been
increased to narrow the cost
gap with local hires. Around
80% of these fees go to Tam-
keen, which funds wage sup-
port and business development
programmes. Under Cabinet
Resolution No. 79 of 2025, work
permit fees will rise gradual-
ly until 2029, while monthly
levies will increase annually
to BD30 per worker, excluding
domestic workers.

Grace period proposed for LMRA violations

Hasan Barakat
TDT | Manama

Lawmakers have proposed
introducing a warning
mechanism to alert employers
before suspending services on
the Labour Market Regulatory
Authority (LMRA) system over
violations.

The proposal, submitted
by MP Khalid Buanaq and re-
viewed by the Services Com-
mittee, calls for granting em-
ployers a 10-day period to cor-

MP Khalid Buanaq

rect violations before access to
the system is suspended.
Supporters say the measure
would help prevent sudden
disruptions to business oper-

ations, particularly for small
and medium enterprises that
rely heavily on the authority’s
electronic platform to manage
labour procedures.

MPs backing the initiative
noted that unexpected suspen-
sion of system access can cre-
ate operational challenges for
companies.

If approved, the propos-
al could lead to a procedural
change in how the LMRA han-
dles compliance issues within
its electronic system.

Civil court
hearings move
online from
Sunday

Mohammed Darwish
TDT | Manama

ivil court hearings will

move online from Sun-
day under a measure an-
nounced by the Ministry
of Justice, Islamic Affairs
and Waqf in coordination
with the Supreme Judicial
Council.

The ministry said hear-
ings will be conducted
through the remote litiga-
tion service available on its
website, moj.gov.bh, placing
civil cases under a unified
digital system.

Users will access the
platform through the up-
graded eKey 2.0 system,
which uses facial recog-
nition and allows secure
login without the need for
passwords.

According to the minis-
try, each session will remain
under the full supervision
of the presiding judge. The
platform also enables doc-
uments to be presented and
exchanged electronically
during hearings, while both
parties can submit their ar-
guments directly through
the system.

The ministry added that
the digital process preserves
all legal safeguards related
to access to justice and the
right to a fair trial, in ac-
cordance with existing laws
and procedures.
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Life term for
using dangerous
animals in
attacks

AN

Mohammed Mousa, Chairman of
Parliament’s Public Utilities and
Environment Committee
Mohammed Darwish

TDT | Manama

sing a dangerous ani-

mal to attack someone
could lead to life impris-
onment under a draft law
Parliament is set to debate
on Tuesday. The legislation
would also ban private own-
ership and introduce strict
controls on how such an-
imals are kept, traded and
transported.

The bill, attached to De-
cree No. 15 of 2025, aims to
regulate the keeping, sale,
import, export and breed-
ing of dangerous animals,
while imposing penalties
for possession without a
licence from the relevant
authorities.

Dangerous animals are
defined as those capable of
harming people or other an-
imals, including predatory
species and “semi-danger-
ous” animals that may be-
come aggressive despite not
being naturally dangerous.

Under the proposal, in-
dividuals and companies
would be barred from keep-
ing or breeding such ani-
mals. Only licensed institu-
tions, including zoos, animal
parks, circuses and research
centres, would be permitted
to handle them. These es-
tablishments would require
ministry approval, register
their animals and keep them
in secure enclosures under
conditions set by ministerial
regulations.

Licensed facilities would
also have to provide prop-
er food, shelter and veteri-
nary care, prevent escapes
and obtain approval before
transferring animals or
holding public displays.

The draft also obliges
the public to report stray
or illegally kept dangerous
animals. Authorities would
have the power to seize such
animals, shelter them and
recover related costs from
the responsible person.

Parliament’s Public Utili-
ties and Environment Com-
mittee has recommended
approval of the bill.
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Qatar says its naval

forces were in buildings
targeted by Iran

TDT | Manama

gnoring United Nations calls

to “give peace a chance”,

Iran widened its missile and
drone campaign across the Gulf,
striking Bahrain and threaten-
ing its Gulf Cooperation Council
neighbours, fuelling fears the
conflict could spill into Azer-
baijan as the war entered its
eighth day.

Bahrain’s Ministry of Interi-
or said Iran struck a hotel and
two residential buildings in the
capital Manama yesterday, cor-
recting an earlier statement that
two hotels and one residential
building had been hit.

“Iranian aggression targeted a
hotel and two residential build-
ings in Manama,” the Interior
Ministry said on X, adding that
there was “no loss of life”.

“Sirens have sounded. Citi-
zens and residents are urged
to remain calm and head to the
nearest safe place,” the Min-
istry of Interior said in a post

'y =

@MOI_BAHRAIN

on X.

Authorities said one of the
residential buildings caught
fire following the strike, but the
blaze was quickly extinguished.

Qatar later confirmed that
members of its Emiri Naval
Forces were inside the buildings
targeted overnight but escaped
unharmed.

“The State of Qatar strongly
condemns the Iranian attack
targeting buildings in various
parts of the Kingdom of Bah-
rain, housing members of the
Qatari Emiri Naval Forces par-
ticipating in the Unified Mari-
time Operations Center of the
Gulf Cooperation Council’s Uni-
fied Military Command,” the
Qatari foreign ministry said in
a statement.

“The Qatari Emiri Naval
Forces personnel present in the

targeted buildings are safe and
unharmed,” it added.

The Qatari defence ministry
also said its air defences thwart-
ed a drone attack targeting the
US air base at Al-Udeid, Wash-
ington’s largest military facility
in the Middle East.

Explosions were also report-
ed yesterday in Kuwait, Dubai
and Abu Dhabi as the conflict
spread across the Gulf.

Saudi Arabia said it inter-
cepted three ballistic missiles
launched towards Prince Sultan
Air Base.

“Three ballistic missiles
launched towards Prince Sultan
Air Base were intercepted and
destroyed,” the Saudi defence
ministry said on X.

Meanwhile, Iran’s Revo-
lutionary Guards said their
forces had targeted ra-

Aggression

Iran targets residential buildings in Manama, says Interior Ministry

dar systems in the United
Arab Emirates, Jordan and
Qatar.

“US THAAD radars deployed in
the United Arab Emirates and
Jordan, as well as the US FPS-132
over-the-horizon radar (‘Desert
Eye’) stationed in Qatar, have
been destroyed by the missile
and drone units of the Islamic
Revolutionary Guard Corps,”
the Guards said on their website
Sepah News.

At least 13 people have
been killed in the Gulf,
including seven civil-
ians, since Iran began
its strikes on Saturday.
Washington said six US
service members were
killed, including four in
Kuwait.

MPs propose
public park in
Khalifa City

Hasan Barakat
TDT | Manama

ps are calling for the
Mcreation of a public
park in Khalifa City to in-
crease recreational spaces
for residents, according to
aproposal up for discussion
in the next session.

The proposal, reviewed
by the Public Utilities and
Environment Committee,
focuses on developing the
park in the Tenth District of
the Southern Governorate.

Supporters highlighted
the importance of public
parks in improving quality
of life, while the commit-
tee noted that the project
aligns with wider efforts to
expand public facilities and
promote balanced urban de-
velopment across residen-
tial areas.

Model park on way
in Madinat Khalifa

The scheme also
includes a mosque, a
majlis for residents of
the constituency and
shops for the area

Mohammed Darwish
TDT | Manama

he Ministry of Munici-

palities Affairs and Ag-
riculture said it has begun
detailed designs for what it
called amodel park in Mad-
inat Khalifa, Block 957, on
plot number 12016095, with
a total area of 1,844 square
metres.

The ministry said the
work is being prepared with
a number of government
bodies and that the project
is due to begin in the latter
half of 2026.

The scheme also in-
cludes a mosque, a majlis
for residents of the con-
stituency and shops for the
area. The ministry said the
park, mosque, majlis and
shops would be designed
as one linked site to form
a lively focal point in the
city.

The Southern Municipal
Council backed the propos-
al. It said the project would
help bring people together
and encourage sport and
outdoor activity in a safe
and suitable place.

Infrastructure push in Northern Governorate

Over half the network complete as BD4.3 million projects continue

Hasan Barakat
TDT | Manama

BD4.3 million are current-
ly underway in the Northern
Governorate, the Ministry of
Works disclosed in a parliamen-
tary update on infrastructure de-
velopment in the Governorate’s
Twelfth District.

S ewerage projects worth over

Work on the sewer network [

has reached 69% completion
overall, while the Twelfth Dis-

trict stands at around 53%. Plans |

are in place to further expand
the network to connect addi-
tional properties to the public
sewer system in the coming
years.

Four projects @BD1.85m

Four sewer projects have al-
ready been completed in the area
at a combined cost of approx-
imately BD1.85 million. These
included network expansions
in Malkiya and Sadad villages, as
well as infrastructure linking the
Karzakan Health Centre to the

main sewer system. The largest
of these was the third phase of
the Malkiya Block 1034 sewer
network, serving hundreds of
properties at a cost exceeding
BD1.3 million.

Meanwhile, three major sewer
projects are under construction
with a total value of about BD4.37
million. These encompass sewer
and stormwater drainage net-
works in Malkiya Block 1033,
Shahrakan Block 1044, and Sa-
dad Block 1038. Work on these
projects began between late

2024 and early 2025, with com-
pletion expected in 2026.

Beyond sewer networks, the
ministry confirmed that addi-
tional road infrastructure pro-
jects are planned in the district,
with estimated future costs of
around BD8.1 million. These pro-
jects will include road paving,
construction of service roads,
stormwater drainage systems,
and pedestrian facilities to sup-
port the Northern Governorate’s
growing residential communi-
ties.
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Bahrain refutes false Iranian
claims at UN on behalf of GCC

TDT | New York

ahrain, representing
Bthe Gulf Cooperation

Council (Gce), has for-
mally rejected false and mis-
leading claims by Iran at the
United Nations, condemning
Tehran’s attacks on GCC coun-
tries as clear violations of in-
ternational law and the UN
Charter.

The Permanent Mission of
the Kingdom of Bahrain, acting
as President of the 46th Session
of the GCC Ministerial Council,
submitted a letter to Ambassa-
dor Mike Waltz, President of the
UN Security Council for March,
and UN Secretary-General Anto-
nio Guterres. The communica-
tion included detailed evidence
refuting allegations made by
Iran’s representative during a
UN press briefing and in cor-
respondence to the Security
Council.

The letter affirmed that Iran’s
attacks using ballistic missiles,
cruise missiles, drones, and

fighter aircraft constitute a bla-
tant breach of international law.
It stressed that Iran’s invocation
of Article 51 of the UN Charter is
an unfounded attempt to justify
aggression, violating the prohi-
bition on the use of force against
state sovereignty and territo-
rial integrity. Despite repeated
assurances by GCC countries
that their territories would not
be used to launch attacks on
Iran, Tehran has continued op-

erations targeting the region, in
violation of Article 2(4) of the
UN Charter.

The communication also
rejected Iran’s claim that its
strikes target only military in-
stallations, noting that most
attacks struck critical civilian
infrastructure and endangered
millions of civilians. It empha-
sised that Iran bears full respon-
sibility for all injuries, losses,
and ongoing damages resulting

from these attacks.

The letter praised GCC air de-
fence forces for intercepting
the attacks, welcomed the UN
Secretary-General’s stance, and
urged the Security Council to
take decisive measures to com-
pel Iran to cease violations. It
reaffirmed the GCC states’ right
to self-defence and to protect
their territories, people, and
sovereignty under internation-
al law.

Fish market sees stable prices and abundant supply

TDT | Manama

ahrain’s fish markets con-

tinue to maintain a plentiful
supply of seafood, with prices
remaining stable despite re-
cent challenges affecting the
region.

Local vendors report that
demand remains strong, and
a wide variety of fresh fish is
available for residents and busi-
nesses alike.

Officials highlighted that
strict quality control measures
and efficient supply chains
have helped ensure that the
market remains well-stocked,
providing reassurance to con-

sumers during this period.
Shoppers visiting the market
praised the availability of both

local and imported varieties,
noting that prices have stayed
reasonable. The authorities

urged buyers and vendors to
continue following safety and
hygiene measures.

Shura Council to vote on limited abortion exceptions

Mohammed Darwish
TDT | Manama

Bahrain’s Shura Council is
set to vote on a draft law
that would allow abortion only
in two medically defined cases:
when a pregnancy endangers
the mother’s life, or when a foe-
tus is diagnosed as unable to
survive after birth. The measure
targets Article 19 of Decree-Law
No. 7 of 1989 on human medi-
cine and dentistry.

The draft, submitted by Shura
members Lina Habeeb, Dr Je-
had Al Fadhel, Dalal Al Zayed,
Dr Jameela Al Salman, and Dr

Lina Habeeb, Shura Council member
Ahmed Al Oraiyedh, maintains
the general ban while creating

structured exceptions. Abor-
tions would require confirma-

tion by a medical committee of
three licensed specialists, writ-
ten consent from the woman—
or her spouse/guardian if she
cannot consent—and must be
performed in a government or
authorised private hospital by
an obstetrics and gynaecology
specialist. Procedures for severe
foetal malformations must oc-
cur within 120 days of pregnan-
cy, with both spouses informed
and consenting.

The Shura Council’s Servic-
es Committee recommended
advancing the draft after con-
sulting legal advisers, the Min-
istry of Health, the Supreme

Council of Health, and the
National Health Regulatory
Authority. The proposal was
backed by the Women and Child
Affairs Committee, which em-
phasised that it does not cre-
ate an absolute right to abor-
tion and preserves procedural
safeguards.

Several bodies, including the
Supreme Council for Islamic
Affairs, the Ministry of Health,
the Supreme Council for Wom-
en, and the National Institution
for Human Rights, provided
feedback, highlighting medical
safety, Sharia compliance, and
clear legal procedures.

Drivers detained and veh

TDT | Manama

uthorities here have de-

tained several drivers and
impounded their vehicles for 60
days after they were found cre-
ating loud noises, causing panic
among residents, and disrupting
public order.

Legal measures have been
taken against those involved to
ensure public safety and main-
tain order.
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US embassy urges Americans to
register for departure assistance

TDT | Manama

he U.S. Embassy in Bah-

rain urged American cit-
izens to register with the U.S.
State Department, highlight-
ing the government’s readiness
to assist those wishing to leave
the Middle East.

In a statement obtained by
Al-Ayyam, the embassy said
citizens should complete the
designated form online to re-
ceive assistance and updates.
Those who have already sub-
mitted the crisis registration
form need not resubmit it.

The embassy added that U.S.
citizens in Bahrain can call
(+1-202-501-4444) for infor-
mation on departure proce-
dures and available support.
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While commercial flights are
currently not operating from
Bahrain, land routes through
Saudi Arabia remain accessi-
ble. The King Fahd Causeway
is open for now, but its status
may change without notice,
and citizens are advised to
monitor updates via official
channels.

34 collapse-risk buildings tracked
in three years in Muharraq

Mohammed Darwish
TDT | Manama

hirty-four buildings
Tconsidered at risk of

collapse have been re-
corded in Muharraq’s Fourth
Constituency over the past
three years, Minister of Mu-
nicipalities Affairs and Agri-
culture Eng. Wael bin Nasser
Al Mubarak told Parliament,
adding that owners are re-
sponsible for repairs and legal
action is ongoing in several
cases.

In a written reply to MP
Hisham Al Awadhi, the min-
ister said 13 buildings had been
addressed through demolition
or repair, 11 were under le-
gal action, and 10 were near-
ing completion of ownership
checks.

The ministry, working with
the Capital Secretariat, mu-
nicipal directorates, and other
agencies, conducts regular in-
spections in older neighbour-
hoods to identify unsafe build-
ings. When a dangerous prop-
erty is found, the surrounding
area can be cordoned off until
legal and administrative pro-
cedures are completed. Own-
ers are notified and required
to maintain their buildings to
prevent hazards.

Al Mubarak noted that while
owners have the right to repair

Wael bin Nasser Al Mubarak,
Minister of Municipalities Affairs and
Agriculture

or alter their property, mu-
nicipal permits are required
for construction, demolition,
structural work, or land-level
changes. Buildings are clas-
sified as at risk based on en-
gineering reports detailing
partial or full structural fail-
ure, including deep cracks in
beams or columns—building
age alone is not a factor.
Support options are availa-
ble: homes at risk can access
Eskan Bank housing loans,
and under the Cities and Vil-
lages Development Project,
141 homes in Muharraq have
benefited over the past three
years, including 95 repairs and
45 rainproofing installations.
Abandoned houses fall out-
side the ministry’s monitoring
scope; municipalities are noti-
fied to secure these properties.

Home repair grant to double to
BD20,000 under MP plan

TDT | Manama

proposal to double Bah-
rain’s home repair grant
to BD20,000 will go before Par-
liament on Tuesday, aiming to
help low-income families car-
ry out essential repairs amid
rising building costs.
Submitted by MP Moham-
med Mousa, the plan seeks
to enhance the Ministry of

Municipalities Affairs and
Agriculture’s home restora-
tion scheme, which currently
provides BD10,000 to eligi-
ble citizens earning less than
BD600 a month. The increase
is intended to better reflect
inflation and higher material
costs, improve the condition
of older homes, and reduce
health and structural risks.

Parliament to discuss development of
Muharraq waterfront

Hasan Barakat
TDT | Manama

Parliament is set to dis-
cuss plans for develop-
ing Muharraq’s waterfront
in the upcoming session,
as lawmakers aim to en-
hance public spaces and
strengthen the island’s urban
landscape.

The discussion follows a
parliamentary question direct-

ed to the Minister of Munici-
palities Affairs and Agriculture
regarding development plans
for the Sixth District of Mu-
harraq Governorate.

Supporters of the initiative
say that a well-designed wa-
terfront could feature pedes-
trian walkways, seating areas,
green spaces, and recreational
facilities to promote outdoor
activity and community en-
gagement.
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Air India group tof

v 50 West Asia flights

Sunday for stranded passengers

Flights planned to and from Abu Dhabi, Dubai, Jeddah, Muscat, Ras Al Khaimah and Sharjah

TDT | Manama

ir India and Air India Ex-
Apress will operate around

50 flights across West
Asia on Sunday to help strand-
ed travellers return to India as
airspace disruptions continue to
affect parts of the region.

The airlines announced the
additional operations after air-
space over Saudi Arabia and
Oman reopened, allowing sched-
uled flights to resume on select
routes. However, closures in oth-
er parts of West Asia continue to
impact commercial operations,

An Air India Airbus A320 taxis on the tarmac at the Indira Gandhi International

Airport in New Delhi

forcing several regular services
to remain suspended.

Air India Express is sched-
uled to operate 43 flights across
the region, connecting cities in-
cluding Dubai, Abu Dhabi, Ras
Al Khaimah and Sharjah in the
United Arab Emirates, as well as
Muscat in Oman and Jeddah in
Saudi Arabia, with major Indian
destinations.

Several non-scheduled com-
mercial flights have also been
arranged specifically to assist
passengers who were unable to
travel due to recent disruptions.
Priority for these flights will

be given to travellers holding
existing bookings with either
airline.

Passengers whose travel plans
were affected have been offered
flexible rebooking options with-
out additional charges. Travel-
lers can reschedule their flights
to India within one month of
their original travel date, pro-
vided their tickets were issued
before March 4 for journeys
planned between February 28
and March 8.

The airlines said they are
contacting affected passengers
directly using registered mobile

numbers to provide rebooking
options and updated travel in-
formation.

Despite the disruptions in
West Asia, the Air India group
confirmed that its services to
Europe, including the United
Kingdom, and North America
continue to operate on schedule,
using alternative routes where
necessary.

Both airlines said they are
continuing to explore oppor-
tunities to operate additional
ad-hoc flights to support pas-
sengers while regional airspace
restrictions remain in place.

Oil prices surge as Mideast war
rages, stocks fall on US jobs

The international
benchmark oil contract,
Brent North Sea crude,
surged more than 6%
to hit $91.89 per barrel

® The main US contract
West Texas Intermediate
soared more than 11%

to over $90 per barrel.

AFP | London, United Kingdom

Crude prices surged high-
er yesterday as oil fields
in Iraq came under attack and
US Donald Trump demanded
Iran’s unconditional surrender,
while stocks slumped after data
showed a surprise drop in jobs
in the United States.

The international benchmark
oil contract, Brent North Sea
crude, surged more than 6%
to hit $91.89 per barrel, after
Trump said only the "uncondi-
tional surrender” of Iran would
end the Middle East war. That
is its highest level in nearly two
years.

The main US contract West
Texas Intermediate soared
more than 11% to over $90 per
barrel.

Maritime traffic has all but
dried up through the Strait of
Hormuz, through which a fifth
of the world’s crude oil and lig-
uefied natural gas supplies run.

Market reaction to the con-
flict had been tempered by
hopes that it would be short,
but Trump's demand for Iran’s

Key figures at around 1630 GMT

Brent North Sea Crude: 6.4% at $90.85 per barrel
West Texas Intermediate: 9.2% at $88.42 per barrel
New York - Dow: v 1.3% at 47,349.37 points
New York - S&P 500: Vv 1.2% at 6,752.33

Nasdaq Composite: v 1.0% at 22,527.81

London - FTSE 100: v 1.2% at 10,284.75 (close)
Paris - CAC 40: v 0.7 % at 7,993.49 (close)

Frankfurt - DAX:

v 0.9% at 23,591.03 (close)

Seoul - Kospi: FLAT at 5,584.87 (close)

Tokyo - Nikkei 225: 0.6% at 55,620.84 (close)

Hang Seng Index: 1.7% at 25,775.29 (close)

Shanghai - Composite: 0.4% at 4,124.19 (close)

Euro/dollar: v at $1.1599 from $1.1604 on Thursday
Pound/dollar: at $1.3388 from $1.3357

Dollar/yen:

at 157.61 yen from 157.55 yen

Euro/pound:

capitulation increases the pros-
pect of a long conflict.

Trump’s comments "dashed
hopes that the conflict will be
averted quickly, and the oil price
has continued its push” high-
er, said XTB research director
Kathleen Brooks.

Brent soared by more than a
quarter and WTI by a third this
past week.

"This is a disaster for the glob-
al economy,” said Brooks.

The prospect of high energy
prices for a sustained period
has fanned fears of a fresh spike
in inflation that could hit the
global economy while curbing
the ability of central banks to
cut interest rates to prop up
growth.

v at 86.64 pence from 86.87 pence

"The longer that key ener-
gy infrastructure and shipping
routes in the region are affect-
ed, the greater the chance of a
significant inflationary impact,”
said AJ Bell investment director
Russ Mould.

Attacks on oilfields were re-
ported in southern Iraq and in
the northern autonomous Kurd-
istan region, which forced a Us-
run oil field to shut production.

Earlier this week, US Presi-
dent Donald Trump pledged to
protect ships through the Strait
of Hormuz, but shipping com-
panies have exercised caution
in the region.

US Energy Secretary Chris
Wright said Friday the US Navy
was preparing to escort ships

through the Strait of Hormuz
”"as soon as it's reasonable to
doit".

Meanwhile, data showed
the US economy had unex-
pectedly lost jobs in Febru-
ary, while unemployment also
edged up.

The world’s biggest economy
shed 92,000 jobs last month,
down from revised job growth
of 126,000 in January, said the
Labor Department.

New data released Friday also
showed US retail sales had fallen
by 0.2% in January.

Investors often look at
data showing a slowdown in
the economy as raising the
chances of the US Federal Re-
serve as lowering interest
rates.

But Briefing.com analyst Pat-
rick O'Hare noted that the jobs
figures showed hourly earnings
also accelerating.

This "muddles the economic
view for the Fed”, he said.

"Accordingly, look for the Fed
to sit on its policy hands, un-
willing to cut rates for now as
it also contends with the spike
in oil prices and the uncertain-
ty of the Iran war,” added O’
Hare.

Until recently, the markets
were anticipating the Fed would
resume interest rate cuts in
June, but that has now shifted
to September.

Wall Street’s main indices
were down around 1% or more
in late morning trading,.

Europe’s main markets,
which had earlier shown only
small losses, finished the day
with losses of around 1%.

EWA sets 23% water
loss target by 2032
under updated plan

Mohammed Darwish
TDT | Manama

Bahrain aims to reduce water
loss to 23 per cent by 2032
under a new Electricity and
Water Authority (EWA) plan
set to begin in 2026. The au-
thority is preparing a master
plan for water demand with a
specialist consultant, review-
ing the state of the network
and factors affecting loss. The
current 15 per cent target will
be reassessed, with updated
measures introduced in the
first quarter of 2026.

The EWA is enhancing
tracking of the transmission
network, upgrading meters,
strengthening billing checks,
and addressing illegal water
use. Since mid-2022, unre-
solved illegal connections have
been referred to the Public
Prosecution, backed by draft
amendments to the electricity
sector law.

An updated register of all
flow meters, including in-
stallation dates, will support
a staged replacement plan
starting in 2026, prioritising
technical assessment and effi-
ciency. Routine testing ensures
meters meet standards, while
faulty or hard-to-replace me-
ters are managed case by case.
Manual readings are taken
where telecom issues affect
meters.

The authority is also improv-
ing billing systems for closed
accounts, tightening controls
on unusually high bills, and
tracking staff actions for a

clear audit trail. Smart meters,
first adopted in Muharraq in
2012, have improved accuracy
and are being expanded.

Technical updates in 2024
to distribution materials, early
leak detection, and monthly
monitoring of district me-
tered areas all contribute to
water-loss management. Pro-
curement of meters continues
through public tenders, with
ongoing reviews for alterna-
tive technologies. The EWA
said rectifying illegal exten-
sions is minor compared to
losses from illegal consump-
tion, and routine maintenance
extends meter service life to
20 years.

YOU

KNOW WHAT

Over 70% of the
Earth’s surface is
covered by water, but
only about 2.5% of
it is freshwater, and
less than 1% is readily
accessible for human
use.

Hb‘i

Dair and Samaheej waterfront to be offered on Government Land Investment Platform

Mohammed Darwish
TDT | Manama

he Ministry of Municipali-

ties Affairs and Agriculture
has announced that the planned
waterfront for Dair and Sama-
heej will be listed on the Gov-
ernment Land Investment Plat-
form in the first half of this year,
marking the next step in East
Muharraq’s shoreline develop-
ment. In a written reply to MP Dr

Dr Hisham Al Ashiri, MP

Hisham Al Ashiri, the ministry
said the project will be delivered
in partnership with the private
sector, following the same model
used for the Sama Bay project
near Dry Dock Highway leading
to Amwaj Islands.

The Dair-Samaheej site com-
prises two public coastline prop-
erties on Avenue 65, measuring
50,866 and 51,741 square metres
respectively. The ministry con-
firmed that the entire area will

be dedicated to coastal purposes.
Preliminary plans include a
seafront walkway, cycle lane,
seating areas, green spaces, a
play area, outdoor fitness equip-
ment, and a services building.
For comparison, the first phase
of East Muharraq’s waterfront,
the Sama Beach project, spans
two kilometres and features
beaches, a retail unit, a food-
truck zone, a walkway, padel
courts, and a football pitch.

Dr Al Ashiri had asked why
the Dair and Samaheej coastline,
ordered in 2010, had not pro-
gressed, and requested details
on the full project area, any land
reassignments, the work sched-
ule, and the status of engineering
designs. The ministry said initial
designs are prepared but did
not provide start or completion
dates, noting that finalising ma-
rine reclamation lines is outside
its remit.
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IT IS EASIER TO PREVENT BAD

QUOTE HABITS THAN TO BREAK THEM
g““f BENJAMIN FRANKLIN

Trump demands lran’s
‘unconditional surrender’

Massive aerial strikes devastate Tehran and Beirut as the regional conflict enters its second week

Lebanon faces
humanitarian crisis

@ Iranlaunches
missiles at Israel

Iran holds first
Friday prayers since
Khamenei’s death

Mourners weep for
slain supreme leader

@ Iran internet at one
percent capacity

AFP | Washington

resident Donald Trump
Psaid yesterday that only

Iran’s “unconditional sur-
render” would bring an end to
the Middle East war, as Tehran
was rocked by some of the heav-
iest US-Israeli strikes of the spi-
ralling, week-long conflict.

Now in its seventh day, the war
has embroiled nations beyond
the region, upended the world’s
energy and transport sectors, and
brought chaos to even usually
peaceful areas around the Gulf.

It has spread to Lebanon,
whose prime minister warned
of an impending humanitarian
disaster as tens of thousands fled
heavy Israeli strikes on Beirut’s
southern suburbs.

Trump, who has given varying
reasons for starting the war that
killed Iran’s supreme leader Aya-
tollah Ali Khamenei last week-
end, promised to help rebuild
the country’s economy if Tehran
installed an “acceptable” new
leader.

“There will be no deal with
Iran except UNCONDITIONAL
SURRENDER,” Trump wrote on
his Truth Social platform.

“MAKE TRAN GREAT AGAIN
(MIGA!),” he added.

In Tehran, crowds of men and
women dressed in black, some
carrying Iranian flags, gathered
for the first Friday prayers since
the start of the war, online foot-
age showed.

Several loud explosions sent
clouds of black smoke into Teh-
ran’s sky, according to AFP jour-
nalists who described the day’s
strikes as the heaviest yet on the
capital.

“It’s really very scary,” a Teh-
ran businessman who gave his
first name as Robert told AFP.

“Checkpoints have been put
up in place in the city to prevent

Women hold posters of Ayatollah Ali Khamenei during Friday noon prayers at the compound of the Mosalla mosque in Tehran

.| "3

The site of overnight Israeli airstrikes is pictured in the southern suburbs of Beirut

looting and ensure control,” the
60-year-old said at the Armenian
border with Iran.

‘Additional surprises’

Both Israel and the US warned
yesterday they were escalating
their attacks on Iran.

“We have additional surprises
ahead which I do not intend to
disclose,” Israel’s military chief
Lieutenant General Eyal Zamir
said.

According to Iran’s health min-
istry, the Us and Israeli strikes
on the country have killed 926
people.

Iranian government spokes-
woman Fatemeh Mohajerani said

—=

yesterday that 30 percent of the
dead were children.

Iran has launched missile and
drone attacks at Israel and Gulf
states since the war began, with
journalists in Tel Aviv reporting
hearing several blasts yesterday.

In Israel, at least 10 people
have been killed, according to
first responders there.

The US military has reported
the deaths of six of its personnel.

‘We’ll sleep on the road’

The conflict has sucked in Is-
rael’s neighbour Lebanon after
Tehran’s proxy group Hezbollah
launched missiles at Israel.

Israeli air strikes hit sites in

Lebanon’s south and east yes-
terday.

There has been widespread de-
struction in the southern Beirut
suburbs, considered a Hezbol-
lah stronghold and home to an
estimated 600,000 to 800,000
people.

Correspondents on the ground
saw scenes of panic on Thursday
as residents massively fled after
an unprecedented Israeli order
to evacuate immediately if they
wanted to save their lives.

Hundreds of families milled
around on a Beirut beach, left
with nowhere to go.

“We’ll sleep on the road to-
night and God alone knows what

| W |

A view of the site of an Iranian strike in Givatayim, in the center of Israel

In a move mirroring
his domestic slogans,
President Trump post-
ed “MAKE IRAN GREAT
AGAIN (MIGA!)” on
Truth Social, coupling
the demand for sur-
render with a promise
to restore the Iranian
economy under new
leadership

will happen to us,” one man said,
declining to give his name.
Lebanon’s Prime Minister

' Nawaf Salam warned that a “hu-

manitarian disaster is looming”
from the displacement.

Yesterday, Hezbollah told Is-
raeli residents to evacuate are-
as within five kilometres (three
miles) of the Lebanese border.

The death toll in Lebanon rose
to 217 yesterday, according to the
country’s health ministry.

Israel’s army meanwhile said it
had killed more than 70 Hezbol-
lah gunmen.

The United Nations refugee
agency said yesterday it had
declared the crisis a major hu-
manitarian emergency, stress-
ing the need for an immediate
response.

The war has also come under
increasing scrutiny in Europe,
with Spanish Prime Minister
Pedro Sanchez calling the US-Ts-
raeli strikes an “extraordinary
mistake” and “not in accordance
with international law”.

European Union chiefs are
scheduled to hold talks about
the war on Monday.
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107

Roman Emperor Antoninus Pius dies and is
succeeded by co-emperors Marcus Aurelius
and Lucius Verus, an unprecedented

political arrangement in the Roman Empire

1530

English King Henry
viirs divorce

request is denied by

Pope Clement VII

Alexander Graham
Bell receives a
patent for the
telephone in the US

1912

Norwegian explorer Roald Amundsen
announces his team was the first to reach
the South Pole on December 14, 1911, 34 days
before British explorer Robert Falcon Scott

US likely responsible for strike
on Iran school: New York Times

School once part
of IRGC compound

® Pentagon confirms
investigating incident

White House denies
certain knowledge

AFP | Washington

he United States is most
likely responsible for |

a strike that reportedly |

killed scores of people at an ele-
mentary school in southern Iran,

according to a New York Times }

investigation.
The February 28 strike hit an

elementary school in the Iranian !

town of Minab and killed at least
150 people, according to Iranian
officials.

Neither Israel nor the United
States has claimed responsibility
for the attack, which was in close
proximity to sites controlled
by the Islamic Revolutionary
Guards Corps (IRGC).

The US Department of Defense
has said it is investigating the
incident.

The New York Times report-
ed on Thursday that US military
statements indicating forces
were attacking naval targets near
the Strait of Hormuz, where an
IRGC base is located, “suggest
they were most likely to have
carried out the strike.”

The site of a strike on a girls’ school in Minab, in Iran’s southern Hormozgan province (file photo)

An analysis of social media
posts from the time of the at-
tack, as well as photos and videos
from witnesses, indicated that
the Shajare Tayyebeh elementary
school was struck at the same
time as a Revolutionary Guards’
naval base sites, the Times
said.

Two unidentified US officials
told Reuters that military inves-
tigators “believe it is likely” that
Us forces were responsible for
the strike.

=g - =

AFP has been unable to reach
the location to independently
verify the toll or the circum-
stances of the attack.

General Dan Caine, the top US
military officer, said on Wednes-
day that the United States was
carrying out strikes along south-
ern Iran at the time.

A map he presented, the Times
reported, indicated an area in-
cluding Minab had been targeted
by strikes in the first 100 hours of
the operation.

Caine noted that Israel had
mainly been operating further
north in Iran.

The school was at one point
part of the IRGC’s naval base, ac-
cording to satellite images from
2013 reviewed by the Times.

However, the paper said pub-
licly available historical satellite
imagery “shows the structure
bears the hallmarks of a school,
including a sports field and other
recreational areas that were add-
ed over time.”

Historical satellite
imagery showed the
building had sports

fields and playground

facilities, reinforcing
evidence that the

structure functioned
as an elementary
school despite its

proximity to an IRGC

naval base

“Given the U.S’s intelligence
capabilities, they should have
known that a school was in the

! vicinity,” Beth Van Schaack, a

former State Department official
who teaches at Stanford Univer-
sity’s Center for Human Rights
and International Justice, told
the Times.

The Norway-based rights
group Hengaw said the school
was holding its morning session
at the time of the attack and re-
portedly had about 170 students
present.

Asked Wednesday whether the
United States was involved in the
strike, White House Press Sec-
retary Karoline Leavitt replied:
“Not that we know of”

AFP | Geneva

the need for “impartial
investigations” into a strike on
a school in Iran, urging the US
to move “very quickly” with its
announced probe.

UN rights chief Volker Turk
condemned “this absolutely
tragic incident”.

“What we have asked for is
obviously prompt, transparent
and impartial investigations,
which we understand has
been announced by the Unit-
ed States,” he told reporters in
Geneva.

“We need this to happen very
quickly and we need to also
make sure that there is account-
ability as well as redress for the
victims,” he insisted.

Turk, who said he hoped to go
to Washington later this month,
said there were “significant con-
cerns about the respect for in-
ternational humanitarian law,
especially the conduct of hos-
tilities... (and what) measures
of precaution, of distinction, of
proportionality are taken”.

When it comes to a school, he

he United Nations rights Bt
chief stressed yesterday

UN rights chief says US must
probe school strike ‘ve

Mourners dig graves during the funeral for children killed in a reported strike on a primary school in Iran’s Hormozgan
province in Minab (file photo)

said, that was “clearly a civilian
institution that should never be
attacked”.

“Then there are questions
around the type of weapons
that were used, as well as the
timing,” he said, pointing out

that the attack “happened in the
morning”, at a time when chil-
dren were likely to be in school.
“These factors need to be tak-
en into account,” he said.
There is “a horrible, tragic
lesson to be learnt when girls

are killed in this way”, the rights
chief said.

He added that he hoped
“there will be not only guar-
antees of non-recurrence but a
review of all the standard oper-
ating procedures when it comes

UN RIGHTS CHIEF VOLKER TURK

to this type of issues”.

Turk said his office so far had
few details, since it did not have
a presence inside Iran, with the
ongoing internet shutdown
making it even harder to get
information.

“The onus is now really on
those who conducted these
strikes to conduct this type of
investigation,” he said.

“We expect accountability to
be served.”

Iran police
chief says
ordered to
open fire at
looters during
wartime

AFP | Tehran

ran’s police chief Ahmad

Radan said yesterday that
officers had been author-
ised to shoot at suspect-
ed looters amid the war
with Israel and the United
States.

“Because we are in war-
time conditions, I have is-
sued orders to shoot at po-
tential thieves,” Radan told
state TV, adding that any
thieves would be “swiftly
neutralised”.

He also said that author-
ities had taken measures to
maintain order online.

“We will not allow a
group of paid agents to un-
dermine the unity that the
people achieved with the
blood of thousands of mar-
tyrs by spreading agitation,”
said Radan.

US cannot
provide enough
missiles for
Gulf states and
Ukraine: EU
commissioner

AFP | Paris

he United States is not

in a position to pro-
vide enough missiles to the
Gulf states and Ukraine to
defend themselves, EU de-
fence and space commis-
sioner Andrius Kubilius
said yesterday.

“It’s very clear that af-
ter the Iranian crisis ... it
became more urgent for
us in Europe to ramp up
production of air defence
and anti-ballistic mis-
siles,” Kubilius said in
‘Warsaw.

“Americans really will not
be able to provide enough of
those missiles, both for the
Gulf countries, for Ameri-
can army itself, and also for
Ukrainian needs.”

Kubilius said Europe was
facing a “huge challenge”
in developing anti-mis-
sile defence, stressing that
Ukraine’s needs were “im-
mense”.

He said “for the win-
ter season alone” Ukraine
needed around 700 Patriot,
PAC-2 and PAC-3 missiles,
which is “more or less equal
to the number of missiles
that American manufactur-
ers are capable of producing
in a year”.

At a joint press confer-
ence with Polish defence
minister Wladyslaw Ko-
siniak-Kamysz, Kubilius
emphasised that “the situ-
ation (in Europe) is really
critical”.

“Itis clear that we are go-
ing to have to develop our
missile production very
quickly and very urgently,”
he added.



SATURDAY, MARCH 7, 2026

WOrld

Drones hit oil sites, target
armed groups in Iraq

AFP | Baghdad

rones hit an airport and
D oil facilities in southern

Iraq yesterday, while in
the north strikes and explosions
mainly targeted Iranian armed
groups.

In Iraqg’s southern Basra prov-
ince, “a drone crashed into the
cargo terminal at Basra airport,”
a security official official told
AFP.

Two others hit a US compa-
ny in the Burjesia oil complex,
and a fourth struck the Rumaila
oil field, where energy major
BP operates, the official added,
without being able to identify
the perpetrators.

Iraq, long a proxy battle-
ground between the US and
Iran, has said it did not want to
be dragged into the war engulf-
ing the Middle East. But it has
not been spared.

Iraq was drawn into the war
from the outset, with strikes
blamed on the United States
and Israel targeting Iran-backed
groups in Iraq which have
vowed not to remain neutral
and which have claimed attacks
on US bases in the country and
in the region.

The northern autonomous
Kurdistan region, which hosts
US troops, has been a main target
of attacks. Explosions sounded
yesterday near the airport in
Kurdistan’s capital Erbil, where
drones have been repeatedly
intercepted.
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Kurdistan’s natural resources
ministry said yesterday that oil
production at an oil field op-
erated by US firm HKN Energy
had been halted following an
attack a day earlier in Dohuk
province.

It said the strike was launched
from areas in federal Iraq, and
urged Baghdad to prevent
such attacks on the northern
region’s civilians, economic in-
frastructure, and its oil and gas
sector.

A security source said the at-

tack was carried out with two
drones. In Erbil, construction
worker Abdulmajid Ibrahim, 38,
said he fears the “war will last
for a long time”.

Iraq’s Kurdistan also hosts
camps and rear-bases operated
by several Iranian Kurdish rebel
groups, which Iran has struck
repeatedly since the start of the
war.

Tehran threatened yesterday
to target “all the facilities” of the
region if Kurdish Iranian groups
were allowed to enter Iran.

So far, no forces have entered
Iran, several sources from the
opposition said on Thursday.

Yesterday, fresh strikes hit the
Kurdish groups, said an official
from the exiled Democratic Par-
ty of Iranian Kurdistan.

“Our bases are under attack
from the Iranian enemy,” the
PDKI official said.

Iranian Kurds pin their hopes
on the war weakening the Is-
lamic republic and may even go
so far as to ally with the United
States.

AFP | New Delhi

n Iranian warship has

docked in the southwest
Indian port of Kochi, a gov-
ernment source in New Delhi
said yesterday, after a US sub-
marine sank another Iranian
frigate and a third docked in
Sri Lanka.

“IRIS Lavan... docked at
Kochi on March 4. In this
context, its crew of 183 are
currently accommodated at
naval facilities in Kochi,” the
source said.

Like the IRIS Dena, the Ira-
nian warship sunk by a US
submarine Wednesday off

Iran warship docks at
Indian port of Kochi:
Indian govt source

the coast of Sri Lanka, IRIS
Lavan had also been partofa
naval fleet review off India’s
port city of Visakhapatnam.

“Days before the IRIS Dena
incident south of Sri Lan-
ka, India was approached by
Iran to take in the Iranian
Ship RIS Lavan,” the source
said.

“This request was received
on February 28, 2026, indi-
cating that a docking at Kochi
was urgent as the vessel had
developed technical issues,”
the source added.

“Approval was accorded
for the docking on March 1.”

Merz warns against Iran state
collapse, uncontrolled migration

AFP | Berlin

erman Chancellor Frie-

drich Merz said yes-
terday the Middle East war
must not lead to the col-
lapse of the Iranian state,
warning of the impact this
would have on migration to
Europe.

“An endless war is not in our
interest. The same applies to a
collapse of Iranian statehood
or proxy conflicts fought on
Iranian soil,” he said in a state-
ment.

“Such scenarios could have
far-reaching consequenc-
es for Europe, including for
security, energy supply and

migration.”

He added that “we share
the goals of the United States
and Israel regarding the Ira-
nian nuclear and missile pro-
gramme, Tehran’s threats
against Israel, its support for
terrorism and proxies.

“The Iranian people have
the right to freely decide their
own destiny.”

But Merz said a total col-
lapse of the Iranian state
would spread chaos, a point
he also stressed speaking at a
trade fair in Munich.

Germany and its European
allies were “pushing hard for
Iran’s sovereignty to be pre-
served”, he said there.

Israel says destroyed ‘bunker’
of slain Iran supreme leader

e

AFP | Jerusalem

he Israeli military yes-
terday said its fighter
jets had “dismantled” an
underground bunker that
was meant to be used as a
command hub by slain leader
Ayatollah Ali Khamenei.
“The underground military
bunker, which was located
beneath the regime’s leader-
ship compound in the centre
of Tehran, was intended to be
used by the supreme leader
of the Iranian regime as a
secure emergency command
centre,” the army said.
“Khamenei was eliminated
before he could use the bun-
ker during operation ‘Roar-
ing Lion’ but the compound
continued to be used by sen-
ior Iranian regime officials.”

Satellite imagery from an alleged Israeli strike on the bunker where
Iranian Supreme Leader Ali Khamenei is being guarded

The Israeli military said
around 50 combat jets were
involved in the strikes on the
underground network that
spanned “multiple streets in
the heart of Tehran”.

Khamenei was killed at
his leadership compound on
Saturday, on the first day of
joint Us-Israeli strikes that
sparked the Middle East war.

The Pentagon has since
said it was an Israeli strike
that killed him, while Trump
has said it was in part thanks
to US intelligence.

On Thursday, Israel’s mili-
tary chief Lieutenant General
Eyal Zamir said: “In just 40
seconds, approximately 40
senior officials of the Iranian
terror regime were eliminat-
ed, including the regime’s
leader, Ali Khamenei.”

Sri Lanka denounces war
deaths, houses Iran sailors

AFP | Colombo

Sri Lanka denounced the
toll of Middle East fighting
yesterday as it gave refuge to
more than 250 Iranian sailors
two days after a deadly torpedo
strike on another of Iran’s ships.

The crew from the second
ship were brought ashore on
Thursday and were being ac-
commodated at a military camp
near the capital Colombo. Their

ship, IRIS Bushehr, was under -

Sri Lankan control.

The vessel reported engine =
trouble and sought port entry =
after another Iranian vessel, !

IRIS Dena, was hit by a US tor-
pedo off Sri Lanka’s southern
coast on Wednesday.
Washington said it had car-
ried out that attack, which killed
at least 84 Iranian sailors and
left 64 more missing. Sri Lanka
rescued 32 injured survivors.
“Our approach is that every
life is as precious as our own,”
Sri Lanka’s President Anura
Kumara Dissanayake wrote on
X yesterday, urging peace after
the Israeli-US campaign led to
Iranian retaliatory strikes.
Wednesday’s attack was the
first military strike far outside
the Middle East since the Unit-
ed States and Israel launched
their war on Iran on Saturday.
Us authorities said Wednes-
day’s strike was the first by a
torpedo fired from an American

Iranian ship IRIS Bushehr after a US

submarine since World War 11.

Sri Lanka gave permission to
IRIS Bushehr to enter its terri-
torial waters and also evacuated
its 219 crew to the naval facility,
while the 32 survivors from the
first vessel are in hospital.

“All our actions are aimed at
saving lives and ensuring that
humanity prevails,” Dissanay-
ake said.

He saids in an earlier address
to the nation that sheltering the
sailors was the “most coura-
geous and humanitarian course
of action that a state can take”.

“We jealously guard our non-
aligned policy while ensuring

submarine attack, off the coast of Colomho

SRILANKA’S PRESIDENT ANURA KUMARA
DISSANAYAKE

that humanitarian values and
the saving of lives remain our
top priority,” he said.

‘Ceremonial’ ship

Sri Lanka has remained neu-
tral in the conflict. The United

States is Sri Lanka’s largest ex-
port market, while Iran is a key
buyer of tea, the island’s main
export commodity.

Iran’s ambassador to Sri Lan-
ka, Alireza Delkhosh, welcomed
Dissanayake’s gesture.

In neighbouring India, vis-
iting Iranian deputy foreign
minister Saeed Khatibzadeh
slammed the United States for
attacking a “ceremonial, unload-
ed” ship. Health authorities said
autopsies on the 84 sailors killed
in Wednesday’s attack had been
completed, but the cause of
death will be announced “in a
few days”.
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VACANCIES
AVAILABLE

KOMACHI BAKERY W.L.L has a vacancy for
the occupation of ACCOUNTANTS, suitably
qualified applicants can contact 33122033
or GAUTAMR.29@GMAIL.COM

AMRA MOBILE REPAIRING CENTER W.L.L
has a vacancy for the occupation of TECH-
NICIAN, suitably qualified applicants can
contact 36614783 or UMAIRRAJPUTS7@
GMAIL.COM

TESTED CARGO SERVICES W.LL has a
vacancy for the occupation of WORKER/
PACKER, suitably qualified applicants can
contact 36234093 or AYWAK908@GMAIL.COM

BE SPORT SWEAR has a vacancy for the
occupation of TAILOR, suitably qualified
applicants can contact 39886050 or MO-
HAMMED_13_17@HOTMAIL.COM

BLUE RIBBON CAR UPHOLSTERY AND AC-
CESSORIES has a vacancy for the occupa-
tion of UPHOLSTERER, suitably qualified
applicants can contact 33631966 or SAR-
AHAMAD2009@YAH00.COM

NEW MOVE SERVICES W.L.L has a vacancy
for the occupation of SALES EXECUTIVE
REPRESENTATIVE, suitably qualified ap-
plicants can contact 36553093 or OTAVA-
CONSULTANCY@GMAIL.COM

SALALAH GATE SHAWARMA SINCE 2020
has a vacancy for the occupation of WAIT-
ER, suitably qualified applicants can con-
tact 17344787 or ALZUHOOR@HOTMAIL.
COM

SEVENTIES KARAK has a vacancy for
the occupation of SANDWICHES MAKER,
suitably qualified applicants can contact
39664667 or karak1977.bahrain@gmail.
com

BOLAN TOWER CONTRACTING has a va-
cancy for the occupation of WORKER(CON-
STRUCTION).GENERAL, suitably qualified
applicants can contact 17000490 or bolan-
bh@gmail.com

MECATROL BAHRAIN W.L.L has a vacan-
cy for the occupation of SALES WORKER,
suitably qualified applicants can contact
35954810 or INFO@AITCOBH.COM

CNL W.L.L has a vacancy for the occupa-
tion of DRIVER, suitably qualified appli-
cants can contact 33888886 or HAMAD@
SPECTRUMOILFIELD.COM

SHAMS AL ASKER GENERAL TRADING
W.LL has a vacancy for the occupation
of WORKER(SALES), suitably qualified ap-
plicants can contact 36177746 or ASIKA-
ZEEZKK@GMAIL.COM

Havelock One Interiors WLL has a vacancy
for the occupation of CARPENTER, suitably
qualified applicants can contact 17832030
or hamida.alhubail@havelockone.com

Saleh Abdulla Kameshki & Sons B.S.C (c)
has a vacancy for the occupation of MA-
SON, suitably qualified applicants can con-
tact 17250627 or admin01@kameshki.com

ANDROMEDA REAL ESTATE CO BAHRAINI
PARTNERSHIP COMPANY has a vacan-
cy for the occupation of SUPERVISOR,
suitably qualified applicants can contact
35350765 or saqlain00723@gmail.con

AL MAHABA ELECTRICAL EQUIPMENTS
EST has a vacancy for the occupation of
WORKER(CONSTRUCTION), suitably qual-
ified applicants can contact 39816922 or
ALMAHABA.EST@GMAIL.COM

COMBITEC PROPERTIES W.L.L has a va-
cancy for the occupation of CLEANER,
suitably qualified applicants can con-
tact 17731025 or COMBITECPROPER-
TIES2020@GMAIL.COM

Daffodils Restaurant W.L.L has a vacan-
cy for the occupation of WAITER, suitably
qualified applicants can contact 17756786
or daffodills338@gmail.com

ROMANTICA WAY ALUMINIUM WORK
SHOP has a vacancy for the occupation
of ALUMINIUM TECHNICIAN (GENERAL),
suitably qualified applicants can contact
17100075 or alwasatco.bh@gmail.com

WUB CO W.L.L has a vacancy for the occu-
pation of SALES WORKER, suitably qual-
ified applicants can contact 33729935 or
WUBCO86@GMAIL.COM

ON FIRE FOR RESTAURANTS AND CAFES
MANAGEMENT W.L.L has a vacancy for the
occupation of ADMINISTRATOR, suitably
qualified applicants can contact 33102815
or ISLAM.SALADIN@HOTMAIL.COM

ALMOAYYED SECURITY has a vacancy

for the occupation of SECURITY GUARD,
suitably qualified applicants can contact
17400407 or proffice@almoayyedcg.com

NASS MECHANICAL CONTRACTING COM-
PANY W.L.L. has a vacancy for the occupa-
tion of SUPERVISOR, suitably qualified ap-
plicants can contact 17725522 or yousif@
aanass.net

KATALONI CARGO has a vacancy for the
occupation of WORKER/PACKER, suitably
qualified applicants can contact 17274714
or FUTUREDOCUMENT@GMAIL.COM

Saleh Abdulla Kameshki & Sons B.S.C (c)
has a vacancy for the occupation of PAINT-
ER, suitably qualified applicants can con-
tact 17250627 or admin01@kameshki.com

BAHRAIN WORKSHOP CO. has a vacancy
for the occupation of MACHINIST, suitably
qualified applicants can contact 17700798
or Khalifa@bwceng.com

BAHRAIN SERVICES & MAINTENANCE
COMPANY B.S.C. (CLOSED) has a vacan-
cy for the occupation of SERVICEMAN,
suitably qualified applicants can contact
17727676 or ageel@basma.com.bh

AL-DAWAA MEDICAL SERVICES CO. JSL
PHARMACY BRANCH OF A FOREIGN
COMPANY has a vacancy for the occupa-
tion of REPRESENTATIVE(COMMERCIAL),
suitably qualified applicants can con-
tact 66677680 or GOV.RELATIONS@AL-
DAWAA.COM.SA

CNL W.L.L has a vacancy for the occupa-
tion of DRIVER, suitably qualified appli-
cants can contact 33888886 or HAMAD@
SPECTRUMOILFIELD.COM

NASS MECHANICAL CONTRACTING COM-
PANY W.L.L. has a vacancy for the occu-
pation of WELDER, suitably qualified ap-
plicants can contact 17725522 or yousif@
aanass.net

NASS MECHANICAL CONTRACTING COM-
PANY W.L.L. has a vacancy for the occu-
pation of WELDER, suitably qualified ap-
plicants can contact 17725522 or yousif@
aanass.net

NASS MECHANICAL CONTRACTING COM-
PANY W.L.L. has a vacancy for the occu-
pation of MECHANICAL HELPER, suitably
qualified applicants can contact 17725522
or yousif@aanass.net

HUMAIRA BD MARKETING W.L.L has a
vacancy for the occupation of MARKET-
ING EXECUTIVE, suitably qualified appli-
cants can contact 36041030 or JALALA-
BUL973@GMAIL.COM

HOMETOWN CLEANING SERVICES W.L.L
has a vacancy for the occupation of SU-
PERVISOR, suitably qualified applicants
can contact 33782837 or INFO.HOME-
TOWNSRVICES@GMAIL.COM

YOUSEF ALABDULJALEEL REAL ESTATE
W.L.L has a vacancy for the occupation of
STEEL FABRICATOR, suitably qualified ap-
plicants can contact 33705591 or YOUSEF._
ALABDULJALEEL@HOTMAIL.COM

JIVAN CONTRACTING CO W.LL has a
vacancy for the occupation of FITTER,
suitably qualified applicants can contact
33301828 or HA2500@YAHO00.COM

NASS MECHANICAL CONTRACTING COM-
PANY W.L.L. has a vacancy for the occu-
pation of WELDER, suitably qualified ap-
plicants can contact 17725522 or yousif@
aanass.net

AIRMECH COMPANY W.L.L has a vacancy
for the occupation of WELDER, suitably
qualified applicants can contact 17768200
or AIRMECH.BAHRAIN@AIRMECH.NET

NATIONAL READYMIX CO. W.L.L has a va-
cancy for the occupation of SUPERVISOR,
suitably qualified applicants can contact
17786665 or pro@ncchahrain.com

JIVAN CONTRACTING CO W.LL has a
vacancy for the occupation of FITTER,
suitably qualified applicants can contact
33301828 or HA2500@YAH00.COM

AL FATEH AIR CONDITIONING MAINTE-
NANCES SERVICES W.L.L has a vacancy
for the occupation of AIR-CONDITIONING
TECHNICIAN, suitably qualified applicants
can contact 36902060 or MESHMESH-
DON@GMAIL.COM

Saleh Abdulla Kameshki & Sons B.S.C (c)
has a vacancy for the occupation of WORK-
ER(CONSTRUCTION), suitably qualified
applicants can contact 17250627 or ad-
min01@kameshki.com

NASS MECHANICAL CONTRACTING COM-
PANY W.L.L. has a vacancy for the occupa-

tion of STEEL FABRICATOR, suitably qual-
ified applicants can contact 17725522 or
yousif@aanass.net

Arkan Itihad Development Co. W.L.L. has
a vacancy for the occupation of DRIVER(-
FOOD DISTRIBUTION), suitably qualified
applicants can contact 13300444 or HROF-
FICER@AIMSBAHRAIN.COM

NASS MECHANICAL CONTRACTING COM-
PANY W.L.L. has a vacancy for the occu-
pation of MECHANICAL HELPER, suitably
qualified applicants can contact 17725522
or yousif@aanass.net

MAYAR ALKHHALEEJ has a vacancy for
the occupation of CLEANER, suitably qual-
ified applicants can contact 39223399 or
KHALIFANM@HOTMAIL.COM

CLEANING LEADERS W.L.L has a vacancy
for the occupation of CLEANER, suitably
qualified applicants can contact 33347766
or PERWAIZ_I@HOTMAIL.COM

NASS MECHANICAL CONTRACTING COM-
PANY W.L.L. has a vacancy for the occu-
pation of WELDER, suitably qualified ap-
plicants can contact 17725522 or yousif@
aanass.net

NASS MECHANICAL CONTRACTING COM-
PANY W.L.L. has a vacancy for the occu-
pation of FOREMAN, suitably qualified ap-
plicants can contact 17725522 or yousif@
aanass.net

NASS MECHANICAL CONTRACTING COM-
PANY W.L.L. has a vacancy for the occu-
pation of FITTER, suitably qualified appli-
cants can contact 17725522 or yousif@
aanass.net

Al Zahrawi Medical Supplies Co. W.LL
has a vacancy for the occupation of SUPV
WAREHOUSE, suitably qualified applicants
can contact 17300798 or abdulrahman.ra-
madan@zahrawigroup.com

MONISH CONSTRUCTION W.L.L has a va-
cancy for the occupation of WORKER(CON-
STRUCTION), suitably qualified applicants
can contact 33664969 or ANANTHMON-
ISH@GMAIL.COM

ALDALEEM CONTRACTING W.L.L. has a va-
cancy for the occupation of SUPERVISOR,
suitably qualified applicants can contact
17252256 or ALDALEEM@HOTMAIL.COM

POWER TECH DEVELOPMENT W.L.L has
a vacancy for the occupation of TECHNI-
CIAN, suitably qualified applicants can
contact 39279042 or gm@powertechde-
velopment.com

POWER TECH DEVELOPMENT W.L.L has a
vacancy for the occupation of FOREMAN,
suitably qualified applicants can contact
39279042 or gm@powertechdevelopment.
com

POWER TECH DEVELOPMENT W.L.L has
a vacancy for the occupation of TECHNI-
CIAN, suitably qualified applicants can
contact 39279042 or gm@powertechde-
velopment.com

JAVED AKHTAR SERVICES W.L.L has a
vacancy for the occupation of CLEANER,
suitably qualified applicants can con-
tact 33450121 or ALIJAVEDAKHTAR52@
GMAIL.COM

NADAPURAM KITCHEN W.L.L has a vacan-
cy for the occupation of WAITER, suitably
qualified applicants can contact 32333383
or HELPLINEBH888@GMAIL.COM

ROUNDABOUT 3 CAFETERIA has a vacan-
cy for the occupation of WAITER, suitably
qualified applicants can contact 39932446
or NJTATEEQ@GMAIL.COM

BALDEV KUMAR FACILITIES SUPPORTS
W.L.L has a vacancy for the occupation of
WORKER(CONSTRUCTION), suitably qual-
ified applicants can contact 34501443 or
BALDENKUMART19@GMAIL.COM

KAVERY RESTAURANT has a vacancy
for the occupation of COOK(GENERAL),
suitably qualified applicants can contact
39883938 or SAMISAADO3@GMAIL.COM

SPLASH CAFE has a vacancy for the occu-
pation of CASHIER, suitably qualified ap-
plicants can contact 33081260 or AHMED.
AJ1386@GMAIL.COM

GHANI DECORATION W.L.L has a vacancy
for the occupation of DECORATOR, suitably
qualified applicants can contact 33975560
or GHANI.BH.PK@GMAIL.COM

MAKKA RESTAURANT W.L.L has a vacan-
cy for the occupation of BREAD BAKER,
suitably qualified applicants can contact
35148099 or RASHIDJUTT0260@GMAIL.
COM

AL SHAIMA TRADING CENTRE has a va-
cancy for the occupation of SALESMAN,
suitably qualified applicants can contact
34314504 or alshaimatradingcenter@
gmail.com

AL YARMOOK GENTTLMENS HAIRDRESS-
ING has a vacancy for the occupation of
BARBER, suitably qualified applicants can
contact 39179077 or adrajl@gmail.com

BARAHI SERVICES W.L.L has a vacancy for
the occupation of PAINTER, suitably qual-
ified applicants can contact 36701840 or
USMANBACHA6677@GMAIL.COM

BIRD PALACE COLD STORE has a vacancy
for the occupation of SALESMAN (GRO-
CERY OR COLDSTORE), suitably qualified
applicants can contact 33088847 or info@
birdpalacegroup.com

Expert Physio Center for Physiotherapy &
Rehabilitation W.L.L. has a vacancy for the
occupation of PHYSIOTHERAPIST, suitably
qualified applicants can contact 39692434
or REDHABAH@YAHOO0.COM

FRASCO SERVICES has a vacancy for the
occupation of OFFICE WORKER HELPER,
suitably qualified applicants can contact
33833439 or FRASCO.SERVICE@GMAIL.
COoM

GOOD MORNING FASHIONS has a vacancy
for the occupation of SALESMAN, suitably
qualified applicants can contact 37226930
or ahshaheen15@gmail.com

LAHORE GATE FASHIONS has a vacancy
for the occupation of SALESMAN, suitably
qualified applicants can contact 33345415
or a123aftab@hotmail.com

SAEED & AYNUL GENERAL CLEANING OF
BUILDINGS W.L.L has a vacancy for the
occupation of CLEANER, suitably quali-
fied applicants can contact 36907080 or
AZIRUDDIN408@YAHO00.COM

SAZ AUTO SPARE PARTS has a vacancy
for the occupation of WORKER(SALES),
suitably qualified applicants can contact
33994476 or SAZCLR@GMAIL.COM

STAR NAZAR SALOON has a vacancy for
the occupation of HAIR DRESSER, suitably
qualified applicants can contact 33446490
or ROHILAMIR16@GMAIL.COM

UMM ALSUBBAN MECHANICAL CON-
TRACTS has a vacancy for the occupation
of ELECTRICIAN, suitably qualified appli-
cants can contact 17491190 or usmc@
batelco.com.bh

V CARE CARGO HANDLING W.LL has a
vacancy for the occupation of DRIVER,
suitably qualified applicants can contact
36077280 or AHMADABDULSAMAD574@
GMAIL.COM

TAKE AWAY RESTAURANT has a vacancy
for the occupation of SANDWICHES MAK-
ER, suitably qualified applicants can con-
tact 36666924 or KFALKHAJA@HOTMAIL.
COM

DURRAT AL KHALEEJ MARINE SERVICES
has a vacancy for the occupation of WELD-
ER, suitably qualified applicants can con-
tact 17674316 or duratkhaleej@hotmail.
com

NUY has a vacancy for the occupation of
KITCHEN WORKER, suitably qualified ap-
plicants can contact 33677322 or FLYCI-
TYDOCUMENT@GMAIL.COM

NEW DIMENSION CONTRACTING CO.
W.LL has a vacancy for the occupation
of CLEANER, suitably qualified applicants
can contact 77999360 or FISHERMAN-
SENSE@GMAIL.COM

RAMSIS ENGINEERING CO. W.L.L has a
vacancy for the occupation of RIGGER,
suitably qualified applicants can contact
17830801 or Abbas@ramsis.com.bh

AL-AHLIA CONTRACTING CO. W.L.L has a
vacancy for the occupation of WORKER(-
CONSTRUCTION).GENERAL, suitably qual-
ified applicants can contact 17737000 or
h.s.m1111@gmail.com

AL-AHLIA CONTRACTING CO. W.L.L has a
vacancy for the occupation of WORKER(-
CONSTRUCTION).GENERAL, suitably qual-
ified applicants can contact 17737000 or
h.s.m1111@gmail.com

FADHEL HASAN EBRAHIM MATTER (DA-
NAT ALMATTAR/9273( has a vacancy for
the occupation of SEAMAN, suitably qual-
ified applicants can contact 39956691 or
AHMED_MABGAR@HOTMAIL.COM

IT&C BAHRAIN INFORMATION TECHNOLO-
GY CO W.L.L has a vacancy for the occu-
pation of DRIVER, suitably qualified appli-

cants can contact 17322552 or YOUNIS.
ALJAMA@GMAIL.COM

contact 33220404 or JALILTOUQ1973@
HOTMAIL.COM

JANAHI LAUNDRY W.LL has a vacancy
for the occupation of WASHING MACHINE
OPERATOR, suitably qualified applicants
can contact 33838515 or SAUDQAEDI@
ICLOUD.COM

WARAICH MECHANICAL SERVICES W.LL
has a vacancy for the occupation of HEAVY
DRIVER, suitably qualified applicants can
contact 33118837 or QAISERMW@HOT-
MAIL.COM

SUNDAY INTERNATIONAL GROUP WLL
has a vacancy for the occupation of SALES
EXCUTIVE, suitably qualified applicants
can contact 17703242 or SUNDAY@BATEL-
C0.COM.BH

GOLDEN TRIANGLE SERVICES W.L.L has
a vacancy for the occupation of WORK-
ER(MAINTENANCEW).GENERAL, suitably
qualified applicants can contact 32236745
or MIANARFANRAFIQUE@GMAIL.COM

SAVOY GRANDE HOTEL W.LL has a va-
cancy for the occupation of SUPERVISOR,
suitably qualified applicants can contact
32250282 or HIREN@BRUPCO.COM

Stiller Agency for the Supply Workers w. . |
has a vacancy for the occupation of CHEF,
suitably qualified applicants can contact
17717730 or rsuresh@alazzamgroup.com

ARADOUSK kitchen& closet has a vacancy
for the occupation of CARPENTER, suitably
qualified applicants can contact 77085355
or habib@aradousk.com

DELHI RASOI RESTAURANT has a vacancy
for the occupation of KITCHEN WORKER,
suitably qualified applicants can contact
39281965 or BOXANDCON@GMAIL.COM

GOLDEN DOOR DECOR has a vacancy for
the occupation of CARPENTER, suitably
qualified applicants can contact 39228223
or HUSSAINREX666@GMAIL.COM

red gulf contracting has a vacancy for the
occupation of CARPENTER (GENERAL),
suitably qualified applicants can contact
17251216 or abuali792008@Gmail.com

mr. sparkle cleaning has a vacancy for the
occupation of WORKER/PACKER, suitably
qualified applicants can contact 33331155
or JSHAIBANI@GMAIL.COM

First Choice Cleaning Services Co. W.L.L
has a vacancy for the occupation of
CLEANER, suitably qualified applicants
can contact 36491411 or choicefirst82@
gmail.com

Dream World Construction Co. W.L.L. has
a vacancy for the occupation of WORK-
ER(CONSTRUCTION), suitably ~qualified
applicants can contact 34111999 or sharef.
works@gmail.com

AL-HAKEEM HOSPITALITY MANAGEMENT
has a vacancy for the occupation of PUB-
LIC RELATIONS OFFICER, suitably quali-
fied applicants can contact 34310405 or
JUSTICELLLAW@GMAIL.COM

POWER TECH CONTRACTING has a va-
cancy for the occupation of TECHNICIAN,
suitably qualified applicants can contact
39279042 or gm@powertechdevelopment.
com

HOUSE OF TRAVEL B.S.C CLOSEED has a
vacancy for the occupation of SUPERVI-
SOR, suitably qualified applicants can con-
tact 17578578 or j.amin@hot.bh

NASS MECHANICAL CONTRACTING COM-
PANY W.L.L. has a vacancy for the occupa-
tion of SUPERVISOR, suitably qualified ap-
plicants can contact 17725522 or yousif@
aanass.net

LACTUS PROGRAMING AND TECHNOLO-
GY W.L.L has a vacancy for the occupation
of SUPERVISOR, suitably qualified appli-
cants can contact 38826750 or SHAZAIB.
AL7600@GMAIL.COM

Albadiyah Bakery has a vacancy for the
occupation of BAKER(GENERAL), suitably
qualified applicants can contact 39876057
or ALI.ALARADI66@GMAIL.COM

DESI BAZAR GENERAL TRADING COMPA-
NY W.L.L has a vacancy for the occupation
of SALESMAN, suitably qualified appli-
cants can contact 63666602 or 786mba@
gmail.com

FREE BIRD FOR CLEARANCE AND CARGO
HANDLING has a vacancy for the occu-
pation of HEAVY DRIVER, suitably quali-
fied applicants can contact 17003831 or
MOHDSAEED119@GMAIL.COM

SMOOTH GATE AUTO SPARE PARTS
W.L.L has a vacancy for the occupation of
SALESMAN, suitably qualified applicants
can contact 39755899 or Z.GERRY88@
GMAIL.COM

MEHRAN RESTAURANT has a vacancy for
the occupation of FOOD SERVICE WORK-
ER, suitably qualified applicants can con-
tact 34449227 or ADRAJ1@YAHO00.COM
BURGER PALACE CAFETERIA has a va-
cancy for the occupation of SANDWICHES
MAKER, suitably qualified applicants can

EMA PAYTECH B.S.C CLOSED has a va-
cancy for the occupation of INFORMATION
TECHNOLOGY SPECIALIST, suitably qual-
ified applicants can contact 17405045 or
CORPORATE.ADMIN@EMA-PAYTECH.
COM

VEDA SYSTEMS SOLUTIONS has a va-
cancy for the occupation of SALESMAN,
suitably qualified applicants can contact
39612227 or info@vedabahrain.com

TOP TEN TAILORING W.L.L has a vacan-
cy for the occupation of TAILOR, suitably
qualified applicants can contact 39279196
or TOPTENTAILORING@GMAIL.COM

CREATIVITY TEAM161 FOR CAR SERVICES
has a vacancy for the occupation of WORK-
ER(MAINTENANCEW).GENERAL, suitably
qualified applicants can contact 33225044
or KHALIDALSALEH.2023@GMAIL.COM

| CARE OPTICALS has a vacancy for the
occupation of SALES MANAGER, suitably
qualified applicants can contact 39320214
or MONA.AMIN123@HOTMAIL.COM

Al Rayah For Safety Items WLL has a va-
cancy for the occupation of SECURITY
GUARD, suitably qualified applicants can
contact 17822228 or RASHEED@SECURI-
CORE.BH

QURESHI AL HUSNAIN ELECTRONICS
W.LL has a vacancy for the occupation
of DRIVER, suitably qualified applicants
can contact 35468570 or HUSNAIN-
QURESHI072@GMAIL.COM

ALADLIYA FALAFIL & SANDWICHES has
a vacancy for the occupation of WAITER,
suitably qualified applicants can contact
17713458 or UM-SAYED@LIVE.COM

ABUOBAID CONTRACTING & TRADING
GROUP has a vacancy for the occupation
of SHEETMETAL WORKER, suitably quali-
fied applicants can contact 17700204 or
abuobaidgroup@gmail.com

MAGICANO BRO FOR DECORATION W.L.L
has a vacancy for the occupation of DEC-
ORATOR, suitably qualified applicants can
contact 37326967 or ABWBKRHSAM516@
GMAIL.COM

KOOHEJI CONTRACTORS W.L.L has a va-
cancy for the occupation of MASON ASST,
suitably qualified applicants can contact
17786500 or careers@kchahrain.com

ABUOBAID CONTRACTING & TRADING
GROUP has a vacancy for the occupa-
tion of A/C MECHANIC, suitably quali-
fied applicants can contact 17700204 or
abuobaidgroup@gmail.com

WHITE SCORPION SERVICES has a vacan-
cy for the occupation of DRIVER/OPERA-
TOR(EARTH MOVING MACHINES), suitably
qualified applicants can contact 35340043
or WHITESCORPIONSRS@GMAIL.COM

SN METAL PRODUCTS W.L.L has a vacan-
cy for the occupation of WORKER(METAL
CLEANING), suitably qualified applicants
can contact 33074488 or SNCOATING@
GMAIL.COM

ROSHAN KHALID AUTO MECHANICS AND
SPARE PARTS W.L.L has a vacancy for the
occupation of PAINTER(METAL PARTS),
suitably qualified applicants can contact
33258757 or CHHAISAM358@GMAIL.COM

CNL W.L.L has a vacancy for the occupa-
tion of DRIVER, suitably qualified appli-
cants can contact 33888886 or HAMAD@
SPECTRUMOILFIELD.COM

CIRCLE INTEGRATED SERVICES W.L.L has
a vacancy for the occupation of CLEANER
(GENERAL), suitably qualified applicants
can contact 17822228 or hrdept@circle.bh

LUCKY ALNOOR CONTRACTING W.L.L has
a vacancy for the occupation of WORK-
ER(CONSTRUCTION), suitably ~qualified
applicants can contact 33461761 or MAJ-
ADJAVED12@GMAIL.COM

Security Solutions Co. W.L.L. has a vacan-
cy for the occupation of SECURITY GUARD,
suitably qualified applicants can contact
77996666 or GOVERNMENT@MRE.CO
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ALASYYED EVENTS has a vacancy for the
occupation of OFFICE WORKER HELPER,

suitably qualified applicants can contact
34465069 or SAEEDYAQOOBB6@GMAIL.COM

M | CONTRACTING has a vacancy for
the occupation of WORKER(MAINTE-
NANCEW).GENERAL, suitably qualified ap-
plicants can contact 32184242 or M.1.75@
HOTMAIL.COM

K.P MANPOWER W.LL has a vacancy
for the occupation of SAFETY OFFICER,
suitably qualified applicants can contact
17008217 or JALALEBRAHIM@GMAIL.
COM

PRO KLEEN SERVICES W.L.L has a vacan-
cy for the occupation of CLEANER, suitably
qualified applicants can contact 36845820
or PADAM1739@GMAIL.COM

COMSIP AL A ALI W.L.L has a vacancy for
the occupation of TECHNICIAN (INSTRU-
MENT), suitably qualified applicants can
contact 17773006 or arnaud.allix@VIN-
CI-ENERGIES.COM

COMSIP AL A ALI W.L.L has a vacancy for
the occupation of ELECTRICAL TECHNI-
CIAN, suitably qualified applicants can
contact 17773006 or arnaud.allix@VIN-
CI-ENERGIES.COM

SR T CONTRACTING has a vacancy for the
occupation of CONSTRUCTION WORKER,
suitably qualified applicants can contact
33380015 or HAYGHM@GMAIL.COM

Abu Mishal Refrigeration and Air Condi-
tioning has a vacancy for the occupation of
SUPERVISOR, suitably qualified applicants
can contact 33259987 or USMANMA-
LIK1989@YAHOO.COM

AL HABSHA AUTO SERVICE GARAGE W.L.L
has a vacancy for the occupation of ME-
CHANIC, suitably qualified applicants can
contact 37474704 or SEDIKSULTANDEL-
IL@GMA.COM

STEEL FORCE TRADING COMPANY W.L.L
has a vacancy for the occupation of
SALESMAN, suitably qualified applicants
can contact 33776617 or AYOOBALI6631@
GMAIL.COM

R.B. HILTON LIMITED has a vacancy for
the occupation of FITTER, suitably quali-
fied applicants can contact 32376386 or
ALTRADMENA.MAILBAHRAIN@ALTRAD.
COM

SANATEN CONSTRUTION has a vacancy
for the occupation of MASON, suitably
qualified applicants can contact 36914499
or Y60092@HOTMAIL.COM

ALGHALIA HOLDING B S C C has a vacan-
cy for the occupation of MANAGER (MAR-
KETING), suitably qualified applicants can
contact 17710271 or habib@alghalia.com

GRIP MACHINERY AND RELIABILITY SER-
VICES CO. W.L.L has a vacancy for the
occupation of WELDER, suitably qualified
applicants can contact 34557070 or fi-
nance@grip-machinery.com

Hertel W.L.L has a vacancy for the occu-
pation of CARPENTER, suitably qualified
applicants can contact 36633899 or MO-
HAMMED.QASSIM@HERTEL.COM

GULF CITY CLEANING W.L.L has a vacancy
for the occupation of CLEANER, suitably
qualified applicants can contact 39641612
or yousif@aanass.net

BUKEN EVENT CENTER W.L.L has a vacan-
cy for the occupation of OFFICE WORKER
HELPER, suitably qualified applicants
can contact 33041556 or BUKENYAHAS-
SAN9B@GMAIL.COM

TEA TIME W.LL has a vacancy for the
occupation of WAITER, suitably qualified
applicants can contact 36960999 or INFO-
BAHRAIN2@GMAIL.COM

mr. sparkle cleaning has a vacancy for the
occupation of WORKER/PACKER, suitably
qualified applicants can contact 33331155
or JSHAIBANI@GMAIL.COM

SHY SERVICES W.L.L has a vacancy for the
occupation of OFFICE ASSISTANT, suitably
qualified applicants can contact 39108419
or

AL GARIS GENERAL TRADING W.L.L has
a vacancy for the occupation of DRIVER,
suitably qualified applicants can contact
33235471 or PUREMIND.BH@GMAIL.COM
ISATOWERS CONTRACTING has a vacancy
forthe occupation of TECHNICIAN, suitably
qualified applicants can contact 36633480
or essatowers@gmail.com

Dream World Construction Co. W.L.L. has
a vacancy for the occupation of WORK-
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ER(CONSTRUCTION), suitably qualified
applicants can contact 34111999 or sharef.
works@gmail.com

OLIVE HOTEL has a vacancy for the occu-
pation of MASSEUR, suitably qualified ap-
plicants can contact 17251444 or NAMAL-
CO@BATELCO.COM.BH

BAHRAIN SERVICES & MAINTENANCE
COMPANY B.S.C. (CLOSED) has a vacan-
cy for the occupation of SERVICEMAN,
suitably qualified applicants can contact
17727676 or ageel@basma.com.bh

Almoayyed Air Conditioning W.L.L. has a
vacancy for the occupation of AIR-CONDI-
TIONING TECHNICIAN, suitably qualified
applicants can contact 17400407 or prof-
fice@almoayyedcg.com

Dream World Construction Co. W.L.L. has
a vacancy for the occupation of WORK-
ER(CONSTRUCTION), suitably qualified
applicants can contact 34111999 or sharef.
works@gmail.com

AHAAD 339 BUSINESS SUPPORT SER-
VICES W.L.L has a vacancy for the occupa-
tion of OFFICE HELPER, suitably qualified
applicants can contact 33916207 or OTAV-
ABH.2022@GMAIL.COM

USMAN CARGO HANDLING AND SERVICES
W.LL W.L.L has a vacancy for the occupa-
tion of HEAVY DRIVER, suitably qualified
applicants can contact 36721534 or US-
MAN.TRAVEL.BH@GMAIL.COM

LAYALY ALRIFFA BOUTIQUE has a vacan-
cy for the occupation of TAILOR, suitably
qualified applicants can contact 66999849
or ALSAQERK3@GMAIL.COM

NASS MECHANICAL CONTRACTING COM-
PANY W.L.L. has a vacancy for the occu-
pation of RIGGER, suitably qualified appli-
cants can contact 17725522 or yousif@
aanass.net

NASS MECHANICAL CONTRACTING COM-
PANY W.L.L. has a vacancy for the occu-
pation of MECHANICAL HELPER, suitably
qualified applicants can contact 17725522
or yousif@aanass.net

SAMIR ODEH AUTOMOTIVE AND INDUS-
TRIAL CO WLL has a vacancy for the occu-
pation of ACCOUNTANTS, suitably quali-
fied applicants can contact 39409694 or
ASO@SOSGROUP.COM

Hertel W.L.L has a vacancy for the occu-
pation of FITTER, suitably qualified appli-
cants can contact 36633899 or MOHAM-
MED.QASSIM@HERTEL.COM

Tandoori Tarka Restaurant W.L.L. has a va-
cancy for the occupation of WAITER (RES-
TURANTS), suitably qualified applicants
can contact 33777328 or ABUAREEBA-
TRADING@YAHO00.COM

Alnosaif Contracting & Excavation Co.
W.LL has a vacancy for the occupation
of WORKER(CONSTRUCTION).GENERAL,
suitably qualified applicants can contact
17590078 or rogayaalnosaif@hotmail.com

KIDS KINGDOM ENTERTAINMENT W.L.L
has a vacancy for the occupation of OPER-
ATOR(AMUSEMENT PARK EQUIPMENTS),
suitably qualified applicants can contact
17343976 or KMKBRN@GMAIL.COM

Hertel W.L.L has a vacancy for the oc-
cupation of WORKER(CONSTRUCTION),
suitably qualified applicants can contact
36633899 or MOHAMMED.QASSIM@HER-
TEL.COM

JOOD GARAGE BAHRAINI PARTNERSHIP
COMPANY has a vacancy for the occupa-
tion of PAINTER, suitably qualified appli-
cants can contact 36438872 or ALIYU-
SUF90.ALTAITOON@GMAIL.COM

SAICO HEALTH CARE W.L.L. has a vacancy
for the occupation of CHIEF OPERATIONS,
suitably qualified applicants can contact
17562722 or nalrumaihi@damana.com

The Arch Hotel W.L.L has a vacancy for the
occupation of WAITER (HOTEL), suitably
qualified applicants can contact 17116611
or CORP@DADABAI.COM

MAVERICK BUILDINGS W.L.L has a va-
cancy for the occupation of MANAGER,
suitably qualified applicants can contact
37788651 or MAMMAR@MARERICK.SA

MUGHAL GULF SERVICES W.L.L has a
vacancy for the occupation of ACCOUN-
TANTS, suitably qualified applicants can
contact 34000328 or ASADM6607@GA-
MAIL.COM

SKS PROPERTY MANAGEMENT CO W.L.L
has a vacancy for the occupation of OFFICE
ASSISTANT, suitably qualified applicants
can contact 33339718 or KSSUHANA@
GMAIL.COM

TDT | Manama

Bahrain Victorious will line
up at the 2026 Paris—Nice
from 8-15 March, with a chal-
lenging final weekend awaiting
in the hills behind Nice.

The race covers roughly
1,200 kilometres, featuring a
23.4 km team time trial, selec-
tive midweek stages, and the
summit finish at Auron. Conse-
quently, the general classifica-
tion is expected to take shape
progressively throughout the
week.

Lenny Martinez will lead the
team for the general classifica-
tion. To begin with, the opening
northern stages are typically
influenced more by positioning
and wind than terrain, making
careful organisation essential
before the race turns selective.
Martinez commented: “I like
Paris-Nice. It’s a special race
for me — it was my first win in
Bahrain colours last year, and I
have good memories from that
moment.”

Next, the Stage 3 team time
trial will create the first mean-
ingful gaps. A coordinated effort
from all seven riders is essential
to set a strong foundation for the
remainder of the race.

From Stage 4 onwards, the
course becomes more demand-
ing. The uphill finish at Uchon
provides an early test for the

for Paris

'

Bahrain Victorious set
~-Nice challenge

»

Argntinian star Lionel Messi hands US President Donald Trump a ball during an event for Inter Miami CF

overall contenders, while the
summit finish at Auron later
in the week is expected to be
decisive. Bahrain Victorious has
historically performed well on
this climb, aiming to be present
when the race reaches its criti-
cal moments. Martinez added:
“The course suits me well with
some punchy finishes and hard
climbs. There is strong compe-
tition this year, so it will be in-
teresting to see where my form
stands.”

Meanwhile, Phil Bauhaus will
target the sprint stages early in
the week, with support from
Robert Stannard and Mathijs
Paasschens, while Nikias Arndt
and Kamil Gradek focus on pro-
tecting Martinez in exposed
sections.

Sports Director Roman
Kreuziger explained: “We come
to Paris—Nice with a very bal-
anced team. The early flat stages
require organisation and wind
management, while the team

time trial sets the stage for the
second half of the race. Lenny is
in excellent form, and Damiano
Caruso’s experience will be key
in positioning him at decisive
moments.”

Finally, due to local elections
in France, the final stage will
not finish on the Promenade des
Anglais. Instead, the race will
conclude on a revised circuit
around Nice, featuring addition-
al climbs to challenge the riders
before the finish.

Muharraq Advance to KBS
Cup Semis in Record Fashion

Hussain Almaskati
TDT | Manama

R}eligning champions Al Mu-
arraq Club and Al Ahli
have secured their spots in the
semi-finals of the Khalifa Bin
Salman Cup. Muharraq pow-
ered past Sitra Club 153-94 last
night at the Bahrain Basketball
Association Arena in Um Al
Hassam, while Al Ahli defeated
Al Hala in their quarter-final
clash.

Muharraq delivered a dom-
inant performance in a fast-
paced game that featured 247
total points across 187 posses-
sions, marking one of the high-
est-scoring contests in recent
Bahraini basketball history.
Their 153 points set a record
for the highest total by any team
in a Bahraini competition since
statistics were digitized in 2016.

The match was competitive
in the first half, with Muhar-
raq leading 75-59 at the break
despite a late three-pointer
from Sitra’s Ali Mohsin. Quar-
ter-by-quarter scores were 35—
35, 40-24, 35-20, and 43-15 in
favor of Muharraq, as the Red
Wolves pulled away in the sec-

Mohammed Ameer Hamooda drives for a layup for Muharraq

ond half with relentless scoring
and tight defense.

Standout performers for
Muharraq included Kris Cly-

burn, who earned Man of the
Match honors with 41 points,
seven rebounds, and four as-
sists, while shooting 7-0f-9 from
three-point range. Mohammed
Nasser added 22 points, and Na-
der Ali contributed 20 points to
help secure the comprehensive
victory.

Despite the loss, Sitra pro-
duced a historic individual per-
formance. Nigerian-American
guard Austin Kelechi Ajukwa
scored 51 points, setting a new
KBS Cup scoring record, while
Ali Mohsin added 21 points for
the second-division side.

With this emphatic victory,
Peter Schomers’ side advance to
the semi-finals to continue their
title defense. They will face Al
Ahli in a best-of-three series at
Khalifa Sports City in Isa Town.
The first two games are sched-
uled for Wednesday, March 4,
and Wednesday, March 11, with
a decisive third game on March
17 if needed.

The semi-final lineup will
be completed tonight as Ma-
nama Club takes on League B
leaders Al Ittihad at 8:30 PM,
followed by Al Najma facing
Al Nuwaidrat at 10:30 PM, both
matches held at the BBA Arena.

India’s Bumrah only ‘human’ says Phillips ahead of T20 World Cup final

AFP | Ahmedabad

N ew Zealand will be ready to
pounce if India’s bowling
star Jasprit Bumrah falters in
the T20 World Cup final said
all-rounder Glenn Phillips yes-
terday. Defending champions

India and New Zealand clash
in Ahmedabad on a blockbuster
Sunday after the co-hosts edged
out a spirited England team in
the second semi-final.

A brilliant 105 from Jacob
Bethell on Thursday kept Eng-
land in the hunt during a record

chase of 254 before Bumrah
bowled a near-perfect 18th over.

A succession of precise york-
ers and length balls yielded just
six runs and England were be-
hind the chase. New Zealand,
who thrashed South Africain the
first semi-final, are eyeing their

maiden title in their second final
appearance and Phillips said the
team are ready for Bumrah.

“He’s human as well,” Phillips
told reporters. “He is allowed to
have a bad day, as are the rest of
us. So hopefully we have a good
day against him.”
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in second Australian GP practice

Piastri fastest
at1:19.729

® Antonelli and
Russell follow closely

Verstappen
session ends early

Norris hampered
by gearbox issues

AFP | Melbourne

cLaren’s Oscar Pi-
astri powered to the
fastest time ahead of

Mercedes’ Kimi Antonelli in
second practice for the sea-
son-opening Australian Grand
Prix yesterday as drivers grap-
pled with sweeping new engine
changes.

The Australian sent 125,000
fans at his home track into a
frenzy by blasting round Albert
Park in one minute 19.729secs,
0.214 clear of Antonelli.

Antonelli’s teammate, pre-sea-
son favourite George Russell,
came third, a fraction clear
of Ferrari’s seven-time world
champion Lewis Hamilton.

“A lot of learnings but overall
a reasonably good day,” said Pi-
astri, who won seven times last
year but could only finish the
championship in third.

“FP2 ran smoothly and we
were able to find a bit more con-
sistency and the car behaved
more as we expected, which was
good.”

After a dismal debut season
with Ferrari last year, an upbeat

SPOITS Of bahra
Home hero Piastri edges Antonelli

Piastri excites Melbourne crowd while rivals struggle with sweeping engine changes
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Mechanics work on the car of McLaren’s Australian driver Oscar Piastri in the pits during the second practice session

Hamilton was encouraged by
what had been achieved so far
by the Scuderia.

“It was challenging at times
on track, but we maxim-
ised our laps and executed to
the best of our ability, getting
some good information,” he
said.

“Lots of work to do but I'm
looking forward to getting back
in the car tomorrow.”

Charles Leclerc, in the other
Ferrari, was fifth with four-time
world champion Max Verstap-
pen sixth after spending half

the session in the garage having
stalled his Red Bull.

McLaren world champion
Lando Norris clawed his way to
seventh, more than one second
off the pace, after managing only
seven laps in first practice due to
gearbox issues.

“We’ve got some good bits of
data to go over from the second
half of FP2 and there’s plenty we
can learn from what our com-
petitors have been doing,” said
Norris, while admitting to “a
tricky first day”.

Racing Bulls’ impressive

rookie Arvid Lindblad banked
an eye-opening eighth, a place
ahead of Isack Hadjar -- the man
he replaced and who is now Ver-
stappen’s teammate.

F1begins new era

It was the first proper test of
far-reaching new engine and
chassis rules with the hybrid
power units now 50 percent
traditional combustion and 50
percent electric.

With a finite amount of energy
available, drivers had to care-
fully manage their batteries on

The new 50-50 ther-
mal-electric power
units faced a brutal
test at Albert Park; the
track’s long straights
rapidly drained bat-
teries, leaving drivers
struggling to find
enough braking zones
to recharge their sys-
tems

each lap, working out when to
deploy while building it up back
through braking.

The challenge of Albert Park
is its long sweeping straights,
which deplete batteries, and rel-
atively few twisty turns to brake
and charge it up again.

There have also been changes
to the aerodynamics of the cars,
which are lighter and smaller.

On a perfect Melbourne after-
noon, Nico Hulkenberg led them
out, but it was Hamilton who set
the opening time.

Verstappen had an inauspi-
cious start, stalling in the pit
lane, while Russell clipped Lind-
blad on his way out and needed
anew nose.

Verstappen’s car was wheeled
back into the garage, apparently
stuck in gear, where he stayed
for almost half an hour.

The drivers started on a mix
of medium and hard tyres and

OSCAR PIASTRI

Russell soon upstaged Hamilton
as they jockeyed for places.

At the halfway mark it was Ita-
ly’s Antonelli, Russell, Hamilton
and Piastri.

Russell locked up and hit the
gravel at Turn 3 as he pushed
hard, as did Hamilton, but they
both kept enough momentum to
get back on track.

Piastri blasted to the top of the
timesheets on soft tyres with 25
minutes left as Verstappen began
climbing the leaderboard.

But the Dutchman was trying
too hard and careered into the
gravel at Turn 10 with debris
flying off his car, ending his day
early.

Fernando Alonso clocked 18
laps and Lance Stroll 13 as the
troubled Aston Martins battle
extreme vibration caused by the
new Honda power unit.

Newcomers Cadillac -- the
11th team on the grid -- also
struggled with Valtteri Bottas
19th and Sergio Perez last.

In first practice, Leclerc
outpaced Hamilton with Ver-
stappen and Hadjar third and
fourth.

King’s Cup quarter-finals resume tonight

TDT | Manama

uarter-final action in the
prestigious HM the King’s

Cup resumes tonight, marking °
the gradual return of domestic |

football in Bahrain following the
recent suspension of matches.

The Bahrain Football Associ-
ation (BFA) has confirmed that
two fixtures will kick off simul-
taneously at 9:30 Pm. Al Ahli
Club will face Al Ittifaq Club at
the Bahrain National Stadium
while Bahrain Club meets Riffa
Club at the Khalifa Sports City
Stadium.

These matches will be played
behind closed doors, without
spectators or media, following
BFA guidelines for a safe return
to competition.

Already through to the
semi-finals are defending cham-
pions Al Khaldiya Club, who de-
feated A’ali Club 2-0, and record
champions Muharraq Club, who
overcame Al Shabab Club 3-0
last weekend before the pause.
Consequently, tonight’s winners
will advance to face Muharraq
and Khaldiya, respectively, in
the semi-finals.

In addition, strict safety pro-
tocols will govern play. Should a
security alert arise, the referee
and commissioner will imme-
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diately suspend the match and
direct all players and staff to
safe areas. After assessing the
threat, games may resume from
the exact minute and possession
where play was stopped. Refer-
ees maintain full disciplinary
authority, but no substitutions
are allowed during stoppages.
Suspensions can last up to 30

KHK Cup holders Riffa train ahead of their King’s Cup quarter-final

minutes, and if the venue can-
not be deemed safe, officials
may terminate and reschedule
the match under tournament
regulations.

Looking ahead, the BFA plans
the resumption of other com-
petitions: the Nasser Bin Ham-
ad Bahrain Premier Football
League next Thursday, the Bah-

rain First Division League on
March 15, the Bahrain Super
Cup on March 18, and youth
tournaments beginning March
24.

Ultimately, tonight’s King’s
Cup quarter-finals represent
a significant step in bringing
football back to Bahrain after
recent disruptions.

Aston Martin chief Newey says no
quick fix to vibration problems

AFP | Melbourne

with an unreliable Honda
power unit, and that has con-

ston Martin chief Adrian
Newey said yesterday that
avibration issue plaguing their
cars was “sucking all energy”
out of the team with star driver
Fernando Alonso in “a hard
mental place”.
The Newey-designed car
suffered countless issues
through pre-season testing

tinued in Melbourne at the
season-opening Australian
Grand Prix.

Vibration into the chassis
has caused mirrors and tail
lights to fall off and there are
fears that Alonso and team-
mate Lance Stroll could suf-

fer nerve damage in their
hands.
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