
US seeks new nuclear talks
Washington calls for Russia, China talks after last major nuclear arms treaty expires

• New START treaty 
expires Thursday

• US calls for 
three-way talks

• China refuses to 
join “at this stage”

• Russia demands 
UK and France join

AFP | Washington

The United States yester-
day urged three-way talks 
with Russia and China to 

set new limits on nuclear weap-
ons, after the last treaty between 
top nuclear powers Washington 
and Moscow expired.

China has already rejected 
joining disarmament negotia-
tions “at this stage”, while Russia 
suggested other nuclear-armed 
states like Britain and France 
should be included.

“Arms control can no longer 
be a bilateral issue between the 
United States and Russia,” US 
Secretary of State Marco Rubio 
wrote in an online essay.

“Other countries have a re-
sponsibility to help ensure stra-
tegic stability, none more so than 
China,” he said.

Thomas DiNanno, US under 
secretary of state for arms con-
trol, presented a new plan to the 
UN Conference on Disarmament, 
charging that the New START 
treaty that lapsed on Thursday 
had “fundamental flaws”.

“Serial Russian violations, 
growth of more worldwide 
stockpiles and flaws in New 
START’s design and implemen-
tation gives the United States 
a clear imperative to call for a 
new architecture that addresses 
the threats of today, not those of 
a bygone era,” he told a United 
Nations meeting in Geneva.

 ‘Modernised treaty’ 
The expiration of New START, 

which restricted the United 
States and Russia to 1,550 de-

ployed nuclear warheads each, 
marks the first time in decades 
that there is no treaty to cur-
tail the positioning of the plan-
et’s most destructive weapons, 
sparking fears of a fresh arms 
race.

US President Donald Trump 
did not accept a proposal from 
Russian counterpart Vladimir 
Putin to keep New START’s re-
strictions in place for another 
year. He called Thursday for a 
“new, improved and modernised 
treaty”.

Rubio said that the United 
States will “negotiate from a po-
sition of strength”.

“Russia and China should not 
expect the United States to stand 
still while they shirk their obliga-
tions and expand their nuclear 
forces,” Rubio wrote.

“We will maintain a robust, 
credible and modernised nuclear 
deterrent.

“But we will do (so) while 
pursuing all avenues to fulfil the 
president’s genuine desire for a 
world with fewer of these awful 
weapons.”

Trump has said he wants to re-
start nuclear testing for the first 

time in decades, although there 
has been no follow-through.

 ‘No limits’ 
DiNanno accused China of 

taking advantage of the “legal-
ly-binding US-Russian restraint 
to begin expanding its arsenal 
at a historic pace”, maintaining 
that it was “on track to have 
over 1,000 nuclear warheads by 

2030”.
“As we sit here today, China’s 

entire nuclear arsenal has no 
limits, no transparency, no dec-
larations, had no controls,” he 
charged.

Russia and the United States 
together control more than 80 
percent of the world’s nuclear 
warheads.

But China’s nuclear arsenal 
is growing faster than for any 
other country, by about 100 new 
warheads a year since 2023, 
according to the Stockholm 
International Peace Research  
Institute.

China’s ambassador Shen Jian 
reiterated Beijing’s official posi-
tion yesterday, insisting to the 
disarmament body that “China’s 
nuclear capabilities are nowhere 
near the level of those of the US 
or Russia”.

“China would not participate 
in nuclear disarmament negoti-
ations at this stage.”

He insisted that “states pos-
sessing the largest nuclear ar-
senals should continue to fulfil 
their special and primary re-
sponsibilities for nuclear disar-
mament”.

Deadly blast hits Islamabad
Suicide blast at Islamabad mosque kills at least 31, wounds over 130

• Blast occurred 
during Friday prayers

• Suicide bomber 
detonates at mosque gate

• Deadliest Islamabad 
attack since 2008 
Marriott blast

AFP | Islamabad

A suicide bombing at a 
mosque in Pakistan’s 
capital Islamabad killed 

at least 31 people yesterday, ac-
cording to authorities, with a 
police source saying more than 
130 were wounded.

City officials said 31 people 
died in the blast at the Imam 
Bargah Qasr-e-Khadijatul Kubra 
mosque in the Tarlai area on the 
city’s outskirts.

“The attacker was stopped at 
the gate and detonated himself,” 
a security source told AFP.

A senior police official said the 
explosion occurred after Friday 
prayers, when mosques around 
the country are packed with wor-
shippers.

The casualty toll was “expect-
ed to rise further”, he told AFP, 
speaking on condition of ano-
nymity.

No group immediately claimed 
responsibility, while Prime Min-
ister Shehbaz Sharif said those 
behind the blast would be found 
and brought to justice.

South Asia analyst Michael 
Kugelman said on X that the 
target suggests it was either the 
local affiliate of the Islamic State 

group or other militants.
The attack was the deadliest in 

the Pakistani capital since Sep-
tember 2008, when 60 people 
were killed in a suicide truck 
bomb blast that destroyed part 
of the five-star Marriott hotel.

 Bodies, bloodied clothing, 
debris 

AFP journalists at the Pakistan 
Institute of Medical Sciences 
hospital saw several people in-
cluding children being carried 
in on stretchers or by their arms 
and legs.

Medics and bystanders helped 
unload victims with blood-
soaked clothes from the back 
of ambulances and vehicles. At 

least one casualty arrived in the 
boot of a car.

Friends and relatives of the 
wounded wept and screamed as 
victims -- dead or alive -- arrived 
at the hospital’s heavily guarded 
emergency ward.

Another team of AFP journal-
ists saw armed security forc-
es outside the mosque, where 
pools of blood were visible on 
the ground.

Yellow crime scene tape sur-
rounded an investigation area, 
with shoes, clothing and broken 
glass scattered around the site.

Videos shared on social media, 
which AFP was not able to veri-
fy immediately, showed several 
bodies lying near the mosque’s 

front gate, with people and 
debris also strewn across the 
red-carpeted prayer hall.

Deputy Prime Minister Ishaq 
Dar branded the attack “a hei-
nous crime against humanity 
and a blatant violation of Islamic 
principles”.

“Pakistan stands united against 
terrorism in all its forms,” he said 
in a post on X.

 Growing insurgencies 
The attack comes as Pakistan’s 

security forces battle intensify-
ing insurgencies in southern and 
northern provinces that border 
Afghanistan.

Islamabad has said separatist 
armed groups in southern Ba-

lochistan, and the Pakistani Tal-
iban and other Islamist militants 
in northern Khyber Pakhtunkh-
wa province, near Islamabad, 
have used Afghan territory as a 
safe haven from which to launch 
attacks.

Afghanistan’s Taliban govern-
ment has repeatedly denied Pa-
kistan’s accusations.

Bilateral relations have plum-
meted, with forces from both 
sides regularly clashing along 
the border.

The last major attack in Is-
lamabad took place in Novem-
ber when a suicide blast outside 
a court killed 12 people and 
wounded dozens, the first such 
incident to hit the capital in near-
ly three years.

In Balochistan, attacks claimed 
by separatist insurgents last 
week killed 36 civilians and 22 
security personnel, prompt-
ing a wave of counter-opera-
tions  in which authorities said 
security forces killed almost 200  
militants.

Trump posts election conspiracy video 
with Obamas depicted as monkeys
AFP | Washington

US President Donald Trump 
on Thursday posted an 

election conspiracy video that 
depicted former president Ba-
rack Obama and his wife Mi-
chelle as monkeys, drawing 
condemnation from prominent 
Democrats.

Near the end of a one-minute-
long video posted on Trump’s 
Truth Social platform, the Oba-
mas are shown with their faces 
on the bodies of monkeys for 
about one second.

The song “The Lion Sleeps 
Tonight” plays in the back-
ground when the Obamas ap-
pear.

The video repeats false al-
legations that ballot-counting 
company Dominion Voting 
Systems helped steal the 2020 
election from Trump.

As of early yesterday morn-
ing, the video had been liked 
several thousand times on the 
president’s social media plat-
form.

The office of California Gov-
ernor Gavin Newsom, a poten-
tial 2028 Democratic presiden-
tial candidate and a prominent 
Trump critic, slammed the  
post.

“Disgusting behavior by the 
President. Every single Repub-
lican must denounce this. Now,” 
Newsom’s press office account 
posted on X.

Ben Rhodes, a former top 
national security advisor and 
close confidant to Barack Oba-
ma, also condemned the im-
agery.

“Let it haunt Trump and 
his racist followers that fu-
ture Americans will embrace 
the Obamas as beloved fig-
ures while studying him as a 
stain on our history,” he wrote  
on X.

Obama is the only Black pres-
ident in American history and 
backed Trump’s opponent Ka-
mala Harris on the campaign 
trail in the 2024 presidential 
election.

In the first year of his sec-
ond term in the White House, 
Trump ramped up his use of 
hyper-realistic but fabricated 
visuals on Truth Social and oth-
er platforms, often glorifying 
himself while lampooning his 
critics.

He has used the provocative 
posts to rally his conservative 
base.

Russia accuses Kyiv of gun attack on army general in Moscow
AFP | London

A top Russian military intelli-
gence general was shot and 

wounded in a Moscow apart-
ment building yesterday, in what 
Russia called an assassination 
attempt orchestrated by Ukraine.

There was no comment from 
Kyiv, which has claimed re-
sponsibility for several of the 
high-ranking military officials 
that have been killed on Russian 
soil since Moscow launched its 
full-scale offensive in February 
2022.

Vladimir Alekseyev is the dep-
uty head of Moscow’s GRU mil-
itary intelligence. He is under 
Western sanctions for his alleged 
role in cyberattacks and charges 
that he organised a nerve agent 
attack on a Russian defector in 
Britain.

Russian investigators said he 
was shot by an “unidentified in-

dividual” who fled the scene, 
and was subsequently admitted 
to hospital.

In televised comments, Rus-

sian Foreign Minister Sergei 
Lavrov accused Ukraine of be-
ing behind the “terrorist act”, 
saying Kyiv wanted to “disrupt 

the negotiation process” aimed 
at ending the four-year war.

Alekseyev is the top deputy of 
Moscow’s main negotiator at tri-
lateral talks with Ukraine and the 
United States, the latest round of 
which concluded Thursday in 
Abu Dhabi.

The Kremlin acknowledged 
its military leaders were under 
threat at home while its troops 
were fighting in Ukraine.

“It is clear that such military 
leaders and high-level special-
ists are at risk during wartime,” 
Kremlin spokesman Dmitry 
Peskov said.

“But it is not up to the Kremlin 
to decide how to ensure their 
safety. That is a matter for the 
special services.”

He added that Russian Pres-
ident Vladimir Putin was being 
kept aware of the incident and 
the Kremlin hoped the general 
would recover.

The expired New 
START treaty capped 

US and Russian 
deployed nuclear 
warheads at 1,550 

each — and its lapse 
leaves no active limits 
between the world’s 

largest nuclear 
arsenals
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Russia will only come 
to the table with gen-

uine intent if it is pres-
sured to do so. So we are 
tabling our 20th package 
of sanctions against Rus-
sia covering energy, finan-
cial services and trade

@vonderleyen

Progress on Syria hu-
manitarian access and 

efficiency last year meant 
we reached 3.5 million 
people with vital support 
every month, despite deep 
funding cuts. We need to 
sustain this life-saving aid 
while we help communi-
ties move from relief to 
recovery. #87MillionLives

@UNReliefChief

Vice President Vance 
and Italian Prime 

Minister @GiorgiaMelo-
ni met this morning prior 
to the Olympic Opening 
Ceremony this evening in 
Milan

@VP

The world is making 
progress to #EndF-

GM - yet falling behind on 
reaching the 2030 Global 
Goal. This Internation-
al Day of Zero Tolerance 
for Female Genital Muti-
lation, let’s recommit to 
scale-up efforts proven to 
work. Because every girl 
and woman deserves a life 
free from FGM.

@unicefchief
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1301 1842 1856 1992
Edward of Caernarfon 
(later Edward II) 
becomes the first 
English Prince of Wales

Battle of Debre Tabor: Ras Ali 
Alula, Regent of the Emperor 
of Ethiopia, defeats warlord 
Wube Haile Maryam of Semien

Colonial Tasmanian Parliament passes the 
first piece of legislation, the Electoral Act 
of 1856, anywhere in the world providing 
for elections by way of a secret ballot

The Maastricht Treaty is 
signed by 12 countries from the 
European Community (EC) to 
create the European Union (EU)

Trump tried to name 
airport, rail station after 
himself: US media
AFP | Washington

US President Donald Trump 
offered to unfreeze federal 

infrastructure funding if the top 
Senate Democrat would help 
rename a major airport and train 
station after him, US media re-
ported Thursday.

Trump, a real estate mogul 
who plastered his name on 
buildings around the world, has 
sought to leave his mark on the 
country in an unprecedented 
image and building campaign.

In December, Trump’s hand-
picked board of the Kennedy 
Center, an arts complex and me-
morial to late president John F. 
Kennedy, voted to rename itself 
the “Trump-Kennedy Center.”

Meanwhile he has pushed for 
the construction of an “Inde-
pendence Arch” similar to the 
Arc de Triomphe in Paris and 
launched the construction of 
a new White House ballroom, 
tearing down the storied build-
ing’s East Wing to make way.

But New York’s Penn Station 
and Washington’s Dulles In-
ternational Airport are also in 
Trump’s sights, CNN and NBC 

reported.
Citing unnamed sources, the 

outlets reported Trump offered 
a quid-pro-quo for the held-up 
funding, meant for a New York 
infrastructure project, if New 
York Senator Chuck Schum-
er agreed to help get the train 
station and airport named after  
him.

Schumer rebuffed the offer, 
the broadcasters reported. CNN 
reported the offer was made last 
month.

New York and New Jersey are 
currently suing for the $16 bil-
lion in blocked federal funds, 
meant to be used for a tunnel 
connecting them.

Travelers sit on the floor inside Penn 
Station waiting for their trains

The bombing is 
Islamabad’s deadliest 

attack since 2008, 
when a truck blast 

destroyed part of the 
Marriott Hotel and 
killed around 60 

people
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a naval flag-raising ceremony aboard the latest Project 955A (Borey-A) strategic nuclear-powered submarine Knyaz 
Pozharsky in Severodvinsk

Security personnel stand guard outside a mosque following an explosion

Investigators leave a high-rise residential building, the scene of an assassination 
attempt on Russian Lieutenant General Vladimir Alekseyev, in Moscow

Donald Trump speaks with Barack Obama as Melania Trump looks on (file 
photo)

Bahrain’s National 
Environment Day, An 
Annual Milestone

SRIRAJ KOTA 

Bahrain observed its Na-
tional Environment day 
on 4th February, 2026 

with the theme of “We Re-
store it…to Revive it”. The oc-
casion highlighted Bahrain’s 
commitment to environmental 
protection, sustainable devel-
opment, and raising public 
awareness about preserving 
natural resources for 
future generations. The 
day was marked by spe-
cial initiatives such as 
the placement of recy-
cling bins in over 300 
locations to boost waste 
management. The day 
also put the spotlight 
on key initiatives such 
as the Afforestation 
Plan that aims to plant 
3.6 million trees by 
2035 to expand green 
spaces. Due to the com-
mendable efforts of 
Bahrain, already 67% of 
the target or 2.4 million 
trees have already been 
planted in 2025. 

Efforts such as above 
have helped Bahrain 
put words to action and 
helped translate poli-
cies to environmental 
conservation achieve-
ments. On the eve of the 
National Environment 
Day it is important to 
note that the Bahrain 
Mangrove Initiative is 
yet another step that 
envisions an increased 
role of mangroves in 
ecological conserva-
tion. The initiative aims 
at increasing the man-
grove cover four-fold by 
2035. These steps have 
solidly put Bahrain on 
the path of carbon neu-
trality by 2060 besides 
enhancing the quality of life 
of the citizens. The special 
day helped Bahrain highlight 
these achievement and future 
ambitious plans for the envi-
ronment which in turn inspire 
societal commitment for en-
vironmental protection. This 
year’s National Environment 
Day served as an opportunity 
to strengthen the relationship 
between people and their nat-
ural surroundings.

Additionally Bahrain’s deci-
sion to ban import of plastic in 
all forms is yet another global 
benchmark in environmental 
conservation. Moreover the 
prohibition of manufacture, 
trade and import of plastic 
bottles and cups less than 200 
milliliters is also a encourag-
ing step towards an eventual 
plastic free future. These steps 
have helped the nation cele-
brate the National Environ-
ment day as they aid in tack-
ling everyday environmental 
challenges such as climate 
change, water stress, rising 
temperatures, and increasing 
waste generation. Moreover 
the society is also encouraged 
to come together to pause 
and consider how everyday 

choices shape the environ-
ment and also underscore the 
importance of private sector 
participation in environment 
conservation.

Today Bahrain has emerged 
as one of the foremost nations 
that has evolved and estab-
lished best environment con-
servation practices for the 

world to emulate. The im-
plementation of “My Clean 
Plate Bahrain” for instance 
targets food wastage and aims 
to combat plastic pollution. 
Similarly, investment in solar 
and other renewable ener-
gies aiming for 5% usage by 
2025 and 10% by 2030 is yet 
another outstanding step by  
Bahrain.

Inspite of being in a geo-
graphical area that has harsh 
weather conditions all year 
long, Bahrain has been able 
to log impressive progress in 
almost all spheres of environ-
ment protection. The Nation-
al Environment Day is an apt 
event to showcase this pro-
gress so that it serves as inspi-
ration to achieve even greater 
heights. 

This year’s National En-
vironment Day underlines 
Bahrain’s unwavering com-
mitment to protecting and 
conserving the environment.

(The views and opinions 
expressed in this article are 
those of the author and do 
not necessarily reflect the 
official policy or position of 
the Daily Tribune)

Today Bahrain 
has emerged 
as one of the 

foremost nations 
that has evolved 
and established 

best environment 
conservation 
practices for 
the world to 

emulate. The 
implementation 

of “My Clean 
Plate Bahrain” for 

instance targets 
food wastage and 

aims to combat 
plastic pollution


