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Mongols under Batu Khan occupy 
and destroy Kiev; out of 50,000 
people in the city only 2,000 sur-
vive

Anglo-Irish Treaty signed; Ire-
land receives dominion status; 
partition creates Northern 
Ireland

Hugo Chávez is elected Presi-
dent of Venezuela

NASA reveals photographs 
taken by Mars Global Survey-
or suggesting the presence of 
liquid water on Mars
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46 days until @JoeBid-
en becomes our 46th 

president.
@KamalaHarris

BIG WIN FOR HONEST 
ELECTIONS. Antrim 

County Judge in Mich-
igan orders forensic 
examination of 22 Do-
minion voting machines. 
This is where the un-
trustworthy Dominion 
machine flipped 6000 
votes from Trump to 
Biden. Spiking of votes 
by Dominion happened 
all over the state.

@RudyGiuliani

Our country is in the 
middle of a dramatic 

spike in COVID-19 cases. 
Please wear a mask, keep 
social distancing, and lim-
it the size of any groups. 
It’s our patriotic duty as 
Americans.

@JoeBiden

I will easily & quickly 
win Georgia if Gov-

ernor @BrianKempGA  
or the Secretary of State 
permit a simple signa-
ture verification. Has not 
been done and will show 
large scale discrepan-
cies. Why are these two 
“Republicans” saying 
no? If we win Georgia, 
everything else falls in 
place!

@realDonaldTrump

 Disclaimer: (Views expressed 
by columnists are personal and 
need not necessarily reflect our 

editorial stances)
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Violence erupts during Paris protest against Marcron’s security law
Reuters | Paris

Scores of hooded anarchists 
launched projectiles at riot 

police, smashed up shop fronts, 
torched cars and burned barri-
cades during a demonstration 
in the French capital yesterday 
against police violence and a 
draft security law.

The police fired back volleys 
of tear gas and made repeated 
charges at groups of trouble-
makers for close to three hours. 
One group of anarchists ran-
sacked the branch office of a 
bank, throwing piles of paper-
work onto a fire outside.

It marked the second consec-
utive of weekend of unrest in 
Paris, provoked by recent ep-
isodes of police brutality and 
President Emmanuel Macron’s 
security plans, which the dem-
onstrators say would restrict 

civil liberties.
Rallies also took place in 

Marseille, Lyon, Lille and other 
French cities.

Thousands of people had 
began marching peacefully in 
Paris, waving banners that read 
“France, land of police rights” 

and “Withdrawal of the security 
law”, when the clashes erupted 
between police and ‘Black Bloc’ 
anarchists.

Paris police said that some 500 
“casseurs” - which translates as 
hoodlums or rioters - had infil-
trated the protest, according to 

BFM TV. Thirty arrests had been 
made by 1700 GMT, the force 

added.
France has been hit by a wave 

of street protests after the gov-
ernment introduced a security 
bill in parliament that set out to 
increase its surveillance tools 
and restrict rights on circulating 
images of police officers in the 
media and online.

The bill was part of Macron’s 
drive to get tougher on law and 
order ahead of elections in 2022. 
His government also said the 
police needed to be better pro-
tected from online hate.

But the draft legislation pro-
voked a public backlash.

The beating of a Black man, 
music producer Michel Zecler, 
by several police officers in late 
November intensified anger. 
That incident came to light af-
ter closed circuit television and 
mobile phone footage circulated 
online.

Russia begins COVID-19 
vaccinations in Moscow
Russia is starting its Covid-19 vaccination programme, with clinics in the capital 
Moscow inoculating those most at risk from the virus

• Russias own vaccine Sputnik 
V, which was registered in 
August, is being used

Reuters | Moscow

Moscow began distributing the 
Sputnik V COVID-19 shot via 70 
clinics yesterday to the most ex-

posed groups, marking Russia’s first large-
scale vaccination against the disease, the 
city’s coronavirus task force said.

The Russian-made vaccine will first be 
made available to doctors and other medical 
workers, teachers and social workers be-
cause they run the highest risk of exposure 
to the disease.

“You are working at an educational in-
stitution and have top-priority for the 
COVID-19 vaccine, free of charge,” read a 
phone text message received by one Mus-
covite, an elementary school teacher, early   
yesterday.

President Vladimir Putin has ordered 
a nationwide voluntary vaccination pro-
gramme to begin next week. He said Russia 
will have produced 2 million vaccine doses 
within the next few days.

The head of the Russian Direct Invest-
ment Fund (RDIF), Kirill Dmitriev, said in 
an interview with the BBC on Friday that 
Russia expects to give the vaccine to about 
2 million people this month.

“Over the first five hours, 5,000 people 
signed up for the jab - teachers, doctors, 
social workers, those who are today risking 
their health and lives the most,” Mayor Ser-
gei Sobyanin wrote on his personal website 
on Friday.

Russia has already vaccinated more than 
100,000 high-risk people, Health Minister 
Mikhail Murashko said earlier this week 
during a separate presentation to the Unit-
ed Nations about Sputnik V.

Among the first people signing up to the 
Moscow roll-out, Nadezhda Ragulina, an 
administrator at a Moscow clinic, said she 
wanted the vaccine as she had witnessed 
many COVID-19 patients.

“This is my decision... Some people close 
to me also have had an experience (of COV-
ID-19). That’s why I want to protect myself, 

my relatives, to obtain the immunity,” she 
told Rossiya-24 state TV channel.

Moscow, a city of around 13 million peo-
ple, has been the epicentre of Russia’s coro-
navirus outbreak. It reported 7,993 new 
cases yesterday , up from 6,868 the day 
before and well above the daily tallies of 
around 700 seen in early September.

The age for those receiving shots is 
capped at 60. People with certain underly-
ing health conditions, pregnant women and 
those who have had a respiratory illness 
for the past two weeks are barred from 
vaccination.

Russia has developed two COVID-19 vac-
cines, Sputnik V which is backed by the 
Russian Direct Investment Fund and an-
other developed by Siberia’s Vector Insti-
tute, with final trials for the both yet to be 

completed.
Scientists have raised concerns about the 

speed at which Russia has worked, giving 
the regulatory go-ahead for its vaccines 
and launching mass vaccinations before 
full trials to test its safety and efficacy had 
been completed.

The Sputnik V vaccine is administered 
in two injections, with the second dose is 
expected to be given 21 days after the first.

Deputy Prime Minister Tatiana Golikova 
said on Friday that the vaccinated should 
avoid public places and reduce their intake 
of medicine and alcohol, which could sup-
press the immune system, within the first 
42 days after the first jab.

Moscow closed down all public places 
including parks and cafes, with exception 
for delivery, in late March, with police 
patrolling the streets looking for whose 
violating the rules. Restrictions were eased 
from mid-June, however.

Russia as a whole reported 28,782 new 
infections yesterday, its highest daily tally, 
pushing the national total to 2,431,731, the 
fourth-highest in the world.

In October, certain restrictions such as 
remote learning for some secondary school 
children and a 30% limit on the number of 
workers allowed in offices were introduced 
again.

Thousands pay 
tribute to Thai 
royals amid 
calls for reform

Reuters | Bangkok

Thousands of people 
gathered in Bangkok 

yesterday to show their 
devotion to the Thai mon-
archy on the birthday of 
King Maha Vajiralongko-
rn’s late father, after months 
of street protests led by a 
youth movement demand-
ing reform to royal powers.

King Vajiralongkorn led 
a candle lighting ceremony 
in front of the Grand Palace 
in Bangkok to pay tribute to 
his father King Bhumibol 
Adulyadej, who died in 2016 
after reigning for seven dec-
ades - during which he was 
seen by many as a symbol of 
national unity.

The king was joined 
by thousands of loyalists, 
wearing the royal colour 
yellow and waving national 
flags.

In recent months, the 
monarchy in Thailand has 
become a target for a youth-
led protest movement that 
accuses the current king 
and the government led by 
a former army chief Prayuth 
Chan-ocha of expanding 
royal powers to a level not 
seen since the absolute 
monarchy ended in 1932.

The protesters broke 
long-standing taboos by 
openly criticising King Va-
jiralongkorn for taking di-
rect control of two military 
units and the wealth of the 
Crown Property Bureau, 
valued in tens of billions of 
dollars.

Supporters of Thai monarchy 
during a candle lighting ceremony

News in brief 
 u At least 17 people have died in 
eastern Brazil after a bus fell 15 metres 
off a bridge, newspaper Estado de 
Minas Gerais reports. Twelve people died 
at the scene while five died in hospital, 
news portal G1 reported, citing the fire 
department. Nearly 30 other people were 
injured in the accident, which occurred near 
the locality of Joao Monlevade in Minas 
Gerais state about 1.30pm.

 u A mudslide in an 
unlicensed gold mine in 
Nicaragua trapped at least 
10 workers, state-run media reported. 
Crews began work to try to rescue the 
miners after the accident in the La 
Esperanza region of southern Nicaragua. 
Vice President Rosario Murillo, who is also 
the government spokeswoman, did not say 
how many miners were in the shaft when 
it collapsed or if there were fatalities.

 u A suspect in a 
deadly 1982 attack at a 
Jewish neighbourhood 

in Paris arrived in France after being 
extradited from Norway, airport officials 
said. Walid Abdulrahman Abu Zayed, 62, 
landed at around 8:00 pm (1900 GMT) at 
Paris’ Charles de Gaulle airport from Oslo, 
where he had been living since 1991. 

 u President 
Donald Trump 
ventured out 
of Washington for his first political 
appearance since his election defeat to Joe 
Biden, campaigning in Georgia where two 
run-off races will decide the fate of the 
US Senate. The president took the stage at 
7:00 pm (0000 Sunday GMT) in the southern 
city of Valdosta, exactly one month before 
special January 5 elections. It is just under a 
month since he was declared the loser in the 
presidential race.

 u Eighteen people have 
died after being trapped in a 
mine in China’s southwestern 

city of Chongqing, the official Xinhua 
news agency said, the region’s second 
such accident in just over two months. 
The dead were among 24 people trapped 
underground by excessive levels of carbon 
monoxide gas at the Diaoshuidong coal 
mine, the agency said, adding that one 
survivor had been rescued while search 
efforts continue.

At least 17 killed 
in Brazil bus plunge

Suspect in deadly 1982 Paris 
attack extradited from Norway

Coal mine accident in 
China’s Chongqing kills 18

Mine collapse in 
Nicaragua traps at least 10

Trump to appear in Georgia in 
gamble over control of US Senate

Trump orders withdrawal 
of US troops from Somalia
The pullback is part of a larger effort to reduce US troop levels abroad before Donald 
Trump leaves office in January

• The United 
States has about 700 
troops in Somalia

Reuters | Washington

President Donald Trump has 
ordered nearly all American 
troops to withdraw from 

Somalia, US officials said, part of a 
global pullback by the Republican 
president before he leaves office 
next month that will also see him 
drawdown forces in Afghanistan 
and Iraq.

The United States has about 
700 troops in Somalia focused on 
helping local forces defeat the al 
Qaeda-linked al Shabaab insur-
gency. The mission has received 
little attention in the United 
States, but has been considered 
a cornerstone of the Pentagon’s 
global efforts to combat al Qaeda.

In a statement, the Pentagon 
sought to play down the implica-
tions of a withdrawal that experts 
have said could undermine secu-

rity in Somalia.
“While a change in force pos-

ture, this action is not a change 
in US policy,” the Pentagon said.

“The US will retain the capabil-
ity to conduct targeted counter-
terrorism operations in Somalia, 
and collect early warnings and 
indicators regarding threats to the 
homeland.”

The United States already 
pulled out of Somalia’s cities of 
Bossaso and Galkayo earlier this 

year. As of last month, US troops 
were still in the southern port city 
of Kismayo, Baledogle airbase in 
the Lower Shabelle region, and in 
the capital Mogadishu.

A US defence official, speaking 
on condition of anonymity, said 
nearly all US forces would leave 
Somalia, although some would 
remain in Mogadishu.

The Pentagon statement, which 
was unsigned, said an unspeci-
fied number of forces in Somalia 

would be moved to neighbouring 
countries, allowing them to carry 
out cross-border operations. Oth-
ers would be reassigned outside 
East Africa.

A congressional aide, speaking 
on condition of anonymity, said 
the withdrawal comes at a diffi-
cult time for Somalia, ahead of 
both parliamentary and presiden-
tial elections, and will present an 
early dilemma for President-elect 
Joe Biden.

US Army Brig. Gen. Damian T. Donahoe, center, talks with service members during a 
battlefield circulation in Somalia (file photo)

14 Indians to return home after 
10-month detainment in Yemen

TDT | Manama

After a ten-month long ordeal 
in Yemen, 14 Indian nationals 

are on their way back to homeland 
after being freed by their Houthi 
captors.

The sailors were part of a crew 
of 20 including five Bangladeshi 
nationals and an Egyptian. 

The detained group also in-
cludes two men from the south In-
dian state of Kerala, T.K Praveen 
from Vadakra, and Mustafa from 
Trivandrum. 

Their release came after the 
intervention of the Indian Em-
bassy in Saana and Indian Foreign 
Affairs minister. 

Sudheer Tirunilath, a Social 
worker in Bahrain, said, “We 
knocked several doors for the 
release of the detained Indian 
including that of the United Na-

tions. Very happy that they are 
finally released after tremendous 
efforts” 

He said the group is now on 
their way back and had reached 
Dubai Airport. 

“UAE embassy officials will re-
ceive them at Dubai Airport and 
will make arrangements for their 
further travel to India,” Tirunilath 
said.

He said the group would fly 
to Bombay today and will take a 
connection flight to Kannur. They 
are to land in Kannur by 11:30 am 
today. 

Praveen, the Chief Officer of the 
Ship, thanked Sudeer Thirunilath 
for his tremendous help. 

“Our experience during the first 
few months were terrible, with 
us left with only a pair of cloths. 
They also took away all our mon-
ey and mobile phones,” he said.

“Mostly the food given was not 
fit for consumption.” 

“We only got back our mobile 
phone after spending five months 
in captivity.” 

The crew said they also wit-
nessed the horrors of the war on 
Yemen during those days where 
airstrikes are seen through win-
dows.

“We saw a building being re-
duced to rubble in an explosion,” 
Praveen added.

The crew members were dis-
owned by their Oman-based 
employer following their arrest 
after their fleet of three com-
mercial ships carrying 4-wheel 
vehicles set out from Oman on 3 
February and were supposed to 
reach Saudi Arabia in just over 
two weeks. However, on 12 Feb-
ruary the ships were caught up 
in rough weather in the Gulf of 

Aden, causing one of the ships 
to sink.

The crew then, reportedly, an-
chored the remaining ships in 
war-torn Yemen only to end up 
in the captivity of Yemeni coast 
guard. 

After four days of interrogation, 
they were then moved to a hotel in 
Sanaa and were locked up.

TK Praveen and MustafaThe 14 member group after being freed from their captors

Police officers stand guard near a burning barricade during a protest

Russian medical worker, right, administers a shot of Russia’s Sputnik V coronavirus vaccine in Moscow

Over the first five hours, 
5,000 people signed up for 
the jab - teachers, doctors, 
social workers, those who 

are today risking their 
health and lives the most

MOSCOW MAYOR SERGEI SOBYANIN

The Pentagon said on 
November 17 that the 
number of US forces 
in Afghanistan would 
drop from 4,500 to 
2,500, while troop 

levels in Iraq would go 
from 3,000 to 2,500

KNOW WHAT

We knocked at several 
doors for the release 

of the detained Indians 
including that of the 
United Nations. Very 
happy that they are 

finally released after 
tremendous efforts

SUDHEER TIRUNILATH

France has been hit 
by a wave of street 
protests after the 
government intro-

duced a security bill 
in parliament that 
set out to increase 

its surveillance tools 
and restrict rights on 
circulating images of 
police officers in the 
media and online

KNOW WHAT
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New deaths 
+440,850 

+7,834 

Country Total 
cases

new 
cases

Total 
deaths

New 
Deaths

Total 
recovered

Active 
cases

Egypt 117,583 6,732 103,191 7,660

Saudi 
Arabia

358,526 +190 5,954 +14 348,562 4,010

UAE 175,276 +1,214 589 +3 158,498 16,189

Kuwait 143,917 886 139,148 3,883

Oman 124,329 1,435 115,866 7,028

Qatar 139,783 +140 239 137,060 2,484

Middle East

Country Total cases Total  
deaths

1 USA 14,892,414 287,123

2 India 9,636,741 140,072

3 Brazil 6,536,245 175,990

4 Russia 2,431,731 42,684

5 France 2,281,475 54,981

6 Italy 1,709,991 59,514

7 UK 1,705,971 61,014

8 Spain 1,699,145 46,252

9 Argentina 1,454,631 39,512

10 Colombia 1,352,607 37,467

11 Germany 1,159,194 18,815

12 Mexico 1,156,770 108,863

13 Poland 1,054,273 19,861

14 Iran 1,028,986 50,016
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