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The COVID-19 virus has 
spawned thousands of 
myths and fake claims 

– alongside the frontliners, the 
brave hearts and warriors who are 
fighting to right this topsy-turvy 
world, there are many who are 
looking to make a fast buck from 
the disease that has robbed the 
world of a whole year of progress. 
I have lost count of the number of 
sanitisers and disinfectants which 
claim to prevent the virus attack 
– a claim that is partly true but 
only if supported with other safe-
ty measures such as wearing face 
masks, observing social distancing 
and avoiding 
crowds and 
gatherings. 
I have come 
across many 
a d v e r t i s e -
m e n t s  f o r 
textiles and 
dress mate-
r i a l  w h i c h 
claim to have 
anti-bacteri-
al properties 
woven into 
t h e  w e av e 
to  prevent 
C O V I D - 1 9 . 
Yes, we are 
all thinking 
of the head 
of a power-
ful country 
who asked 
his  people 
t o  l i t e r a l -
ly  swallow 
bleach to kill 
the germs. 

N o w 
comes news 
t h a t  B a h -
rain’s Minis-
try of Health 
and the University of Bahrain have 
conducted rigorous research into 
claims that UV light destroys the 
COVID-19 virus. The study has 
found definitive evidence that the 
claim is a tall tale. Does the UV light 
destroy germs? Yes. But to extend 
this to destruction of the COVID 
virus and ask people to buy these  
lights is a fake claim that is making 
money for the manufacturers and 
has no scientific backing. 

The slowdown of the virus’ re-
lentless attack in Bahrain has been 
largely due to the absolute scien-
tific temperament of all the au-
thorities charged with braking the 
march of the disease. As the vac-
cine makes its way to our shores, 
we will no doubt hear about why 
we should or should not take the 
shot, who is first priority in the 
queue and many more unfounded 
details that will confuse us. Let us 
listen to our government in this 
matter. Our leaders and govern-
ment have done a sterling job of 
containing the virus and we must 
continue to repose our trust in 
them.

The 
slowdown 
of the virus’ 
relentless 
attack in 
Bahrain has 
been largely 
due to the 
absolute 
scientific 
temperament 
of all the 
authorities 
charged with 
braking the 
march of the 
disease.
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This means they were 
broadly advocates 
of a federated (or 

confederated), centralized 
European state, without 

ever having the necessary 
political debate that 

raged in the US in the 
1790s between the 

advocates of centralism 
(Alexander Hamilton) and 
decentralization (Thomas 

Jefferson). 
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DR. JOHN C. HULSMAN

I have long suspected that the 
endless undoubtedly boring Eu-
ropean summit meetings are so 

turgid for a reason. It is easy to get 
lost in the byzantine complexities of 
false agreements that actually solve 
nothing. And that is how the EU likes 
it: For us to have little idea that it is a 
paper tiger, so much less than meets 
the eye in terms of its geostrategic 
power.

But crises clarify. And there is 
absolutely no doubt that the coro-
navirus has made crystal clear that 
the old model governing the EU has 
finally, after a brilliant 70-year run, 
entirely run out of steam. The sup-
posed deal over emergency Europe-
an coronavirus funds pledged last 
week to the plague-ravaged south, 
far from being a concord, has ex-
posed the EU’s haplessness for all 
to see.

First, if you are brave enough to 
wade through the actual agreement 
reached, it becomes palpably clear 
that it is full of policy holes. The 
Eurogroup of finance ministers has 
recommended using the European 
Stability Mechanism (ESM), estab-
lished in the wake of the 2008 Great 
Recession, to meet the southerners’ 
needs.

A basic problem with this is that 
the ESM was set up in the wake of 
an asymmetric shock — the par-
ticular economic follies of Greece 
and possibly other southern econ-
omies — rather than the symmetric 
shock of a global pandemic. In other 
words, there can be no doubt that 
Greece was largely to blame for its 
own parlous situation. The same 

cannot now be said of the Southern 
European states ravaged by a global 
pandemic. The basic issue of fairness 
is in real question.

Italian Prime Minister Giuseppe 
Conte rightly calls the proposed 
€540 billion ($587 billion) rescue 
plan “a trap.” The accord is there to 
only deal with the immediate impact 
of the virus. However, over the much 
larger rescue efforts necessary to 
revive the Italian and other south-
ern economies necessitated by the 
debilitating lockdown, normal con-
ditionality will be imposed.

This is understandably political-
ly toxic in Italy, where it is seen as 
surrendering basic sovereignty to 
the uncertain mercies of economic 
overlords the EU, the International 
Monetary Fund and the Europe-
an Central Bank. No Italian leader 
could accept such colonization and 
survive. In true Kafkaesque fash-
ion, no country in the south that 
truly needs the ESM can politically 
accept it. These design flaws have 
become so obvious that the deal has 
unraveled almost immediately upon 
delivery.

This amounts to more than Eu-
rope’s glaring inability to behave as 
a union when it truly counts; it also 
illustrates the limits of the guiding 
philosophy of the EU. The “Monnet 
method” — functionalism — is a pol-
icy strategy based on the advocacy of 
small, technocratic, apolitical agree-
ments being agreed to precisely be-
cause they seemed secondary, or 
technical, eventually amounting to 
decisive movement toward a con-
federated European state.

In the 1950s, rather than talking 
about grand visions of European 

union (a Valhalla that had far less 
than majority support), it was better 
to discuss seemingly inoffensive coal 
and steel union, even as the latter led 
to further economic union, and then 
to a degree of political union. Large 
political questions were to be pur-
posefully avoided in favor of getting 
to large political answers (always in 
the direction of ever closer union) 
through the backdoor of technical, 
apolitical initiatives. Over decades, 
functionalism met with the great-
est of success, as a broadly united 
Europe emerged, all without ever 
answering the basic question of what 
sort of political construct was truly 
being created.

While this seemed clever and it 
worked for a long while, in actuality, 
functionalism has stored up a great 
deal of trouble for Europe, which has 
come home to roost since the Great 
Recession of 2008. The founders of 
the EU wanted a powerful Hamilto-
nian Brussels without ever having 
their Hamiltonian moment..

This means they were broadly 
advocates of a federated (or confed-
erated), centralized European state, 
without ever having the necessary 
political debate that raged in the US 
in the 1790s between the advocates 
of centralism (Alexander Hamilton) 
and decentralization (Thomas Jef-
ferson). In the end, the federalist ad-
ministration of George Washington 
opted for Hamilton’s centralizing 
vision, won overwhelming re-elec-
tion and a popular mandate for the 
national government to assume state 
debt, while at the same time estab-
lishing a powerful national Treas-
ury, brilliantly headed by Hamilton 
himself.

Due to an overly clever function-
alism, present European leaders 
(with the honorable exception of 
President Emmanuel Macron of 
France) shied away from this diffi-
cult argument in the happier times 
that preceded the coronavirus. But 
the failure of functionalism over the 
past 70 years to decisively answer 
the question of what sort of union 
Europe was to become is now fatally 
handicapping basic and necessary 
efforts to combat the coronavirus 
— the political risk event of our gen-
eration.

The result is an EU built only for 
sunny weather, which trundles along 
nicely in good times, but is fatally 
overmatched in bad ones. A political 
union that no one really believes in 
and whose members are not willing 
to make the basic sacrifice of blood 
and treasure for is a union only in 
name. And, without the Hamiltoni-
an moment in these times of crisis, 
Europe will be increasingly unfit 
for purpose.

A FOOL THINKS HIMSELF TO 
BE WISE, BUT A WISE MAN 
KNOWS HIMSELF TO BE A 
FOOL.
WILLIAM SHAKESPEARE

QUOTE 
OF THE 
DAY

Once again the leaders, the busi-
ness houses and the people of 
the Kingdom of Bahrain have 

come together in the spirit of patriot-
ism and unity to raise defenses against 
an unusual and unseen enemy – the 
COVID-19 virus pandemic.

In just 24 hours, these parties, led by 
the example of HH Shaikh Nasser bin 
Hamad Al Khalifa, have raised over BD 
21 million to help people and business-
es struck by the impact of the virus. 
The funds, under the project ‘Feena 
Khair’ (There is Good in Us) will be 
used for business support and medical 
support as well as humanitarian food 
and clothing aid. 

The Bahrain Chamber of Commerce 
& Industry also provided its spacious 
and centrally-located old premises for 
use by the COVID-19 task force. 

In the midst of our peculiar con-
dition of isolation, social dis-
tancing and despair, we must 
rejoice in this stream of com-
passion that has sprung from 
amidst us to counter the harsh 
reality of the crisis. It is praise-
worthy of the big businesses 
to have come forward to sup-
port the vision of the leaders 
of Bahrain and keep the hu-
manitarian consideration as 
the first priority in this crisis. 

Long after the dust has set-
tled around the world, those 
who will be remembered 
are leaders who led from 
the heart. Undoubtedly, the 
response of Bahrain’s lead-
ership will shed a beacon of 
light on our historic response. 
Inspired by His Majesty, our 
Crown Prince and First Dep-
uty Premier guided the gov-
ernment in the crucial early 
days to approach the sensi-
tive themes of quarantine and 
treatment with compassion. 
When he returned from his 

sojourn abroad, our beloved Prime 
Minister immediately galvanized the 
Cabinet and government officials, 
displaying his admirable energy and 
crisis management in managing the 
situation. 

I am sure you will all agree that this 
has inspired our business houses and 
individuals to donate so generously 
and tap the vein of goodness within us 
and reach out to help fellow-residents 
of Bahrain. The days are challenging 
but when we have great leaders, we 
all rise to the occasion and to greater 
heights of goodness than we ourselves 
thought possible. 

Yes indeed. There is good in us all..

 (Captain Mahmood Al Mahmood is the  
Editor-in-Chief of The Daily Tribune and 
the President of the Arab-African Unity 

Organisation for Relief, Human Rights and 
Counterterrorism)        

Great leaders 
inspire us to 

goodness

CAPT. MAHMOOD AL MAHMOOD

I am sure you 
will all agree 
that this has 
inspired our 

business houses 
and individuals 

to donate so 
generously and 

tap the vein of 
goodness within 
us and reach out 

to help fellow-
residents of 

Bahrain. 

EU doomed without the 
Hamiltonian moment

Italian Prime Minister Giuseppe Conte calls the proposed €540 billion rescue plan a trap. 

HH Shaikh Nasser

Avoiding the 
virus myths

 (Captain Mahmood Al Mahmood is the 
Editor-in-Chief of The Daily Tribune and 
the President of the Arab-African Unity 
Organisation for Relief, Human Rights and 
Counterterrorism)

KNOW WHAT

The capital municipality announced 
removing 1,160 violations related 
to cleanliness in the first quarter of 
this year, with the majority of them 
being cars abandoned on streets. 
The municipal officials said they 
conducted extensive field visits 
to monitors violations as well as 
campaigns to remove abandoned 
vehicles during the period. Officials 
said 628 of such vehicles found on 
streets were taken away by owners, 
after serving notices. For the rest, 
the officials said had initiated the 
process to remove them, if the 
owners are not responding.  1,160 violations detected in Capital

Thank you volunteers, says HRH CP
• 2020 Theme: 
Together We Can 
Through Volunteering

• International 
Volunteer Day (IVD) 
mandated by the UN 
General Assembly, 
is held each year 
on 5 December.

TDT | Manama 

Bahrain yesterday joined 
the rest of the world in 
celebrating Interna-

tional Volunteer Day, which 
falls on December 5 every 
year. 

In a message on his Insta-
gram account, HRH Prince 
Salman bin Hamad Al Khali-
fa, the Crown Prince, Depu-
ty Supreme Commander and 
Prime Minister thanked the 
contribution of volunteers. 

HRH Crown Prince Wrote: 
“For every citizen and resi-
dent who volunteered for the 
sake of Bahrain and the sake 
of humanity, your donation is 
appreciated and is a place of 
pride for everyone.”

“On the International Vol-
unteer Day, we thank you for 
your contribution that repre-
sents the highest meanings 

of the authentic and unifying 
spirit of our Bahraini society,” 
said HRH Prince Salman. 

The post also had a combo 
of pictures showing volun-
teers during their line of duty 
as a tribute. 

This year’s IVD campaign 
thanks volunteers worldwide 
and also sheds light on the 
difficulties and needs of vol-
unteers during the pandemic 
with the message: “Together 
We Can Through Volunteer-
ing.” The day is viewed as a 
unique chance for volunteers 
and organizations to celebrate 
their efforts, to share their 
values, and to promote their 
work among their commu-

nities, non-governmental or-
ganizations (NGOs), United 
Nations agencies, government 
authorities and the private   
sector.

In his message on the day, 
Antonio Guterres, the UN Sec-
retary-General, appealed to 

all governments to promote 
volunteering, support vol-
unteer efforts and recognize 
volunteer contributions to the 
achievement of the Sustaina-
ble Development Goals. “Vol-
unteers deserve our heartfelt 
thanks,” he said. 

A Combo showing frontline workers in the Kingdom (Courtesy of BahrainCPNews)

For every citizen 
and resident 

who volunteered 
for the sake of 

Bahrain and the 
sake of humanity, 
your donation is 

appreciated and is 
a place of pride for 

everyone.
HRH CROWN PRINCE AND PRIME 

MINISTER

International Volunteer Day (IVD) 
mandated by the UN General 
Assembly is viewed as a unique 
chance for volunteers and 
organizations to celebrate their 
efforts, to share their values, and 
to promote their work among their 
communities, non-governmental 
organizations (NGOs), United 
Nations agencies, government 
authorities and the private sector.

Minister of Foreign Affairs, Dr 
Abdullatif bin Rashid Al Zayani, holding 
a discussion with the Deputy Assistant 
Secretary for Levant Affairs and Special 
Envoy for Syria at the US Department 
of State, Joel Rayburn. They reviewed 
ways of boosting cooperation and 
discussed security and political issues 
of common concern. The meeting 
was attended by Foreign Ministry 
Undersecretary for International 
Affairs, Dr Shaikh Abdullah bin Ahmed 
Al Khalifa and Director of Americas and 
Pacific Affairs Directorate, Ambassador 
Shaikh Abdullah bin Ali Al Khalifa. 
From the American side, the meeting 
was attended by the President and 
Chairman of the Board of Directors of 
the Export-Import Bank of the United 
States, Kimberly Reed, the Chargé 
d’Affaires of the US Embassy to the 
Kingdom of Bahrain, Margaret Nardi, 
and the accompanying delegation. 

Boosting ties 

Oman backs multilateral strategy
TDT | Manama

Oman’s Foreign Minis-
ter, Badr bin Hamad 

bin Hamoud Al-Busaidi 
affirmed his country’s 
commitment to settling 
conflicts peacefully and 
supporting peace and sta-
bility.

 Addressing the 11th Ma-
nama Dialogue forum, he 
stressed the importance 
of multilateral participa-

tion to achieve success in 
an interrelated world.

“ T h e  S u l t a n a t e  o f 
Oman is looking forward 
to revitalising economic, 
commercial and tourism 
fields”, he said, adding that 
community security repre-
sents an essential compo-
nent to reaching compre-
hensive security, a secure 
social fabric and economic 
environment.

Badr bin Hamad bin 
Hamoud Al-Busaidi

ICRC efforts in crisis-hit countries underlined
TDT | Manama

The President of the In-
ternational Committee 

of the Red Cross (ICRC) 
Peter Maurer stressed the 
importance of focusing on 
the humanitarian side and 
working on countering ter-
rorism in all its forms.

He pointed out that that humanitar-
ian aid is important, but insufficient 
unless it is accompanied by eradicat-
ing the ideology of terrorism. 

He said that human de-
velopment indicators in the 
Middle East and Africa show 
the need to empower women 
and youth and eliminate the 
challenges of insecurity in 
some areas.

Addressing the third ses-
sion of the Manama Dialogue 
forum, he underlined the 

ICRC-led role in providing humanitar-
ian aid in areas of armed conflict and 
working to alleviate the psychological 
and social impacts.

Peter Maurer


