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I received a call 
from the Palestinian 
Minister of Foreign 

Affairs after signing 
the agreements with 
Israel, and I assured 
him that our position 

in Bahrain on the 
Palestinian-Israeli 
issue is very clear

ABDULLATIF BIN RASHID AL ZAYANI

Review, re-negotiate 
Iran nuclear deal

TDT | Manama 

Bahrain’s Minister for Foreign Affairs called on to review 
the Iranian nuclear agreement and re-negotiate it in light 

of the new developments. 
Talking at a plenary session of the IISS Manama Dialogue, 

the minister also recommended consulting people and coun-
tries in the region on the issue. 

This would, Abdullatif bin Rashid Al Zayani said, ensure 
that the agreement thus reached has covered the concerns of 
all parties involved. 

“Iran has become a concern of the international commu-
nity,” Al Zayani said highlighting the ballistic missile pro-
gramme, interferences in internal affairs, supporting militias 
with weapons and other support and nuclear programme.

Two-state solution is the way
Foreign minister affirms Bahrain’s commitment to the two-state solution

• Bahrain ready to help 
both Palestine and Israel 
to resolve the conflict

• Minister reaffirms 
Bahrain’s policy 
regarding goods and 
products from Israel

TDT | Manama 

Bahrain is always with the 
two-state solution when 
it comes to resolving the 

Israel-Palestinian conflict, said 
Bahrain’s Minister for Foreign 
Affairs.

“We are with the two-state 
solution which is in line with 
the Arab peace initiative,” said 
Abdullatif bin Rashid Al Zayani 
as he also called on both parties 
to get to the negotiation table. 

Bahrain, the minister said, 
stand ready to help both Pales-
tine and Israel in resolving the 
differences. 

The minister said: “At the ne-
gotiating table, we are fully pre-
pared to provide any assistance, 
support, and advocacy for our 

Palestinian brothers, within the 
decisions that are in line with 
United Nations and Arab League 
resolutions.” 

The minister was speaking 
during the second plenary ses-
sion on day two of the IISS Ma-
nama Dialogue 2020. 

On the goods and products 
manufactured in the West-Bank 
and Golan Heights, the minister 
said the Kingdom has already 
made its stance clear regarding 
products from Israel and else-
where. 

“I received a call from the 
Palestinian Minister of Foreign 
Affairs after signing the agree-
ments with Israel, and I assured 
him that our position in Bahrain 
on the Palestinian-Israeli issue 
is very clear,” the minister said. 

Bahrain’s Ministry of Industry 
and Commerce in a statement 
issued earlier clarified that the 
ministry is committed to the 
firm position of the government 
of Bahrain and the United Na-
tions, the League of the Arab 
States and the Organisation of 
Islamic Cooperation, regard-
ing Israeli settlements in the 
West Bank and the Syrian Golan 
Heights.

The minister also said it is es-

sential not to lose the momen-
tum we have achieved over time. 

Israel minister to participate
Moving on, Al Zayani also 

described the recently signed 
Abraham Accord as having po-
tentially game-changing impli-
cations which will be discussed 
in detail today with Gabi Ashke-
nazi, Israeli Minister of Foreign 
Affairs in the closing plenary 

session. 
Taking part in the session 

alongside Al Zayani was Sayyid 
Badr bin Hamad bin Hamood 
Al Busaidi, the foreign minister 
of Oman and Harjit Sajjan, the 
Minister of National Defence 
of Canada. Dr John Chapman, 
Director-General and Chief 
Executive of the International 
Institute for Strategic Studies 
(IISS), was the moderator. 

Do not view Middle East 
as a source of all conflicts 
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The Minister for Foreign 
Affairs has urged the 
world not to view the 

Middle East as a region from 
which all problems stems. 

Do not view the Middle East 
as a “source of all conflicts and 
instability that must be con-
tained,” Abdullatif bin Rashid 
Al Zayani told the summit 
pointing to the importance of 
building a region that adopts 
dialogue and mutual respect. 

The challenges to security in 
the region directly affect the 
entire world, the minister said 
highlighting the existence of 
threats that must be deterred 
“some of which stem from ma-
licious government threats or 
proxy wars.”

In this regard, the minister 
said that the Middle East se-
curity is tightly-linked to global 
security and that connection 
has grown stronger in recent 
times. The minister said that 
there are parties who are work-
ing to subvert the regional se-
curity and in that sense the in-
ternational security. 

Deterring them, the minis-

ter said, will be through vigi-
lance and resilience, for which 
we need a robust, flexible and 
multilayer deterrence which 
includes electronic, economic, 
technologic and active diplo-
macy. 

The situation, the minister 
said, also calls for the need to 
ensure that our infrastructures 
are strong enough to withstand 

and overcome any potential 
threat - direct or by proxies- for 
which international coopera-
tion is critical. 

He further revealed having 
a strategic dialogue between 
China and the Gulf Coopera-
tion Council countries, where 
the discussion focuses on  “all 
economic fields and coopera-
tion, and security policies.”

Bahrain Defence Force Chief of Staff, Lieutenant General Dhiab bin Saqr 
Al Nuaimi, taking part in the inaugural session of the 16th edition of the 
Manama Dialogue Forum at the Ritz-Carlton Hotel. The three-day forum, 
themed “Competing for Influence in the Middle East”, casts light mainly 
on the security and foreign policy as well as challenges facing the Middle 
East.

Minister of Defence, Lieutenant General Abdullah bin Hassan Al Nuaimi, 
during the inaugural session of the 16th edition of the Manama Dialogue 
summit at the Ritz-Carlton Hotel.

The Minister of Foreign Affairs of the Sultanate of Oman, Sayyid Badr bin 
Hamad bin Hamoud Al-Busaidi, arrived in Bahrain to participate in the 
16th Manama Dialogue.

Minister of Foreign Affairs of Saudi Arabia, Prince Faisal bin Farhan 
bin Abdullah Al Saud, arrives in Bahrain. He was received upon arrival, 
alongside his accompanying delegation, by Minister of Foreign Affairs 
Dr Abdullatif bin Rashid Al Zayani, Assistant Foreign Minister Abdullah 
bin Faisal bin Jaber Al Dosari, Saudi Ambassador to Bahrain HRH Prince 
Sultan bin Ahmed bin Abdulaziz Al Saud, and senior official from the 
Foreign Ministry.

Participants during a plenary session

 Minister of Foreign Affairs, Dr Abdullatif bin Rashid Al Zayani, meets 
his Omani counterpart, Badr bin Hamad bin Hamoud Al-Busaidi, on the 
sidelines of the 16th IISS Manama Dialogue
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Bahrain set to take another dive 
Bahrain Tourism and Exhibitions Authority announces plan to sink another jet

• Illegal shrimp 
trawlers allegedly 
destroyed the 
current sunken jet

• The submerged 
aircraft was the first 
attraction in the 
100,000sqm theme park
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Months before, when a 
rogue trawl-boat went 
berserk over Bahrain’s 

underwear park destroying a 
sunken Boeing 747, the news left 
many a people around the world 
heartbroken. 

Now reduced to a pile of 
wreckage, the 70-meter long 
Boeing 747 located 20 to 22 me-
ter below the sea level was the 
result of years-long effort.

The old plane, built-in 1981, 

was submerged to encourage 
divers, enthusiasts and research-
ers around the world to dream 
big, only to become a nightmare.

“But not any more,” says The 
Bahrain Tourism and Exhibi-
tions Authority. 

BTEA has decided to mend 
those shattered hearts by taking 
yet another big plunge. 

The authority is looking for-
ward to replacing the damaged 
jet based around 30 kilometres 
north of Amwaj with another. 

BTEA has initiated a search 
for companies to replace the 
damaged jet. 

Interested parties, BTEA said, 
should be able to dismantle, pro-
cess and equip a 747 aircraft to 
be used within the marine park. 

“These actions include re-
moving all components of the 
aircraft so that the structure 
remains intact,” the statement 
said. 

In the meantime, the author-
ity said it is also moving ahead 

with plans to install 
more underwa-

ter models in the park to make 
the experience more delightful. 

Upcoming next in the marine 
park will be a traditional pearl 
merchant’s house designed and 
built with the support of Diyar 
Al Muharraq. 

“Teams are currently working 
on it,” BTEA said adding works 
are also progressing to install 
artificial coral reefs and other 
sculptures.

“This would encourage the 
growth of coral reefs and de-
velop a sustainable habitat for 
the marine ecosystem to 

prosper,” BTEA statement said. 
The new structures will also 

contribute to enhance the driv-
ing experience and make it more 
enjoyable both for tourists and 
diving enthusiasts, added BTEA. 

The project, which offers 
100,000 sq m of activities and 
trails for divers, will also en-
courage marine researches and 
enhance awareness about ma-
rine life and the importance of 
preserving them.

Doctor in the dock for 
cheating patients 

TDT | Manama 

A doctor has landed in the 
police custody for allegedly 

charging his patients for per-
forming surgeries at Salmaniya 
Medical complex where servic-
es are free of cost for citizens.

The public prosecution has 
referred him to a competent 
court for urgent trial, scheduled 
to start this Tuesday.

Case files say, the doctor who 
consulted patients at a private 
hospital in the Kingdom trans-
ferred his patients to Salmaniya 
Medical Complex to perform 
surgeries. 

Despite the hospital offering 
such services free to citizens, 
the Financial and Administra-
tive Control Bureau found that 
the doctor deliberately kept his 
patients in the dark, and per-
suaded the gullible citizens to 
spend their money. 

Bahrain has a universal 
health care system, dating back 
to 1960. Government-provided 
health care is free to Bahraini 
citizens and subsidised for 

non-Bahrainis.
Authorities found that the 

patients believing that they are 
bound to pay for the expenses, 
paid the doctor excessively. 

Police also seized money thus 
received by the doctor from his 
bank accounts. 

Patients told investigators 
that the doctor gave them re-
ceipts of Salmaniya Medical 
Complex for the payment made, 
which later turned out to be 
counterfeit. 

The accused allegedly re-
ceived BD1000 to BD1500 for 
performing operations at the 
Salmaniya Medical Complex 
from each of his patients. 

The Head of the Financial 
Crimes and Money Laundering 
Prosecution said they complet-
ed an investigation based on a 
report received from the Min-
istry of Health. 

The Public Prosecution re-
corded the statements of the 
auditor of the Office of Finan-
cial and Administrative Super-
vision and the executive direc-
tor of the private hospital in 
which the accused works on a 
part-time basis.

The prosecution collected 
testimonies of the patients as 
well as verified amounts the 
accused received from patients 
in the private hospital.
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Bottom trawling: Coast guards arrest two with 235 kgs of shrimp
TDT | Manama

Bahrain’s Coast guard patrols 
arrested two men with 235 

kilograms of shrimp caught 
illegally using bottom trawl  
nets. 

Coast Guard commander said 
the men aged 50 and 34 years 
are caught from Ras Abu Jar-
jour. 

As per a ministerial resolu-

tion (205) for 2018, fishing using 
trawling nets are banned in the 
Kingdom. 

Bottom trawling is a method 
of fishing that involves drag-
ging heavily weighted nets 
across the seafloor, in an effort 
to catch fish. It’s a favoured 
method by commercial fishing 
companies because it can catch 
large quantities of product in  

one go. 
However, when dragging the 

large, weighted nets across the 
seafloor, everything that hap-
pens to be in the way gets swept 
up in the net too.

The Coast Guard Commander 
announced taking all necessary 
legal measures. 

The case is now with public 
prosecution.

370 tonnes of waste removed

The Southern Region Municipality announced carrying out cleaning 
campaigns to remove waste from open spaces, in cooperation with the 
Urbaser Cleaning Company. Separately, Northern municipality said it 
removed 370 tonnes of construction waste as part of their cleaning 
campaign


