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Treaty of The Hague is signed, 
whereby the Dutch Republic 
sells New Holland (Brazil) to 
Portugal for 63 tonnes of gold

Murderer William Kemmler 
becomes the first person to 

be executed by electric chair, 
at Auburn Prison in New York

Atomic bomb dropped on the Japanese 
city of Hiroshima by the US B-29 Super-
fortress “Enola Gay”

US President Lyndon B. 
Johnson signs the Voting 

Rights Act, prohibiting voting 
discrimination against minorities
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India is delighted to 
welcome Philippines 

President, Mr. Bongbong 
Marcos at a time when 
we mark 75 years of bi-
lateral relations between 
our nations. It is equally 
gladdening that we have 
decided to elevate ties to 
a Strategic Partnership, 
which ensures our co-
operation becomes more 
robust and diverse. An 
Action Plan has also been 
drawn up in this regard.

@narendramodi

For Landlocked Devel-
oping Countries, ge-

ography too often limits 
development & entrench-
es inequality. The ongoing 
#LLDC3 Conference aims 
to help fully unlock their 
development potential 
in order to build a more 
prosperous, just & sus-
tainable future for all.

@antonioguterres

Try it by downloading 
the Grok app! Use 

speech to guide creative 
image flow and then tap 
on any image you like to 
turn it into a video in 15 
seconds.l

@elonmusk

Under the leadership 
of President Donald 

J. Trump and @VP

 JD Vance, the United 
States is not just re-

covering from years of 
stagnation and overreg-
ulation; we’re entering 
a golden era of growth, 
prosperity, and Ameri-
can resilience.

@WhiteHouse

 Disclaimer: (Views expressed 
by columnists are personal and 
need not necessarily reflect our 

editorial stance)
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News in brief 
 u China said yesterday it 
would introduce free pre-school 
education from the autumn, as the 
world’s second most populous nation 
faces a looming demographic crisis. 
“Starting in the fall semester of 
2025, childcare and education fees 
will be waived for children attending 
public kindergartens in the year 
before school,” said the State Council, 
China’s cabinet. The announcement comes 
a week after the country said it would 
offer parents the equivalent of $500 per 
year for each child under the age of three. 
China’s population has declined for three 
consecutive years, with United Nations demography models predicting it could fall 
from around 1.4 billion today to 800 million by 2100. There were just 9.54 million 
births in China last year, half the number in 2016, the year Beijing ended its 
one-child policy after more than three decades. The population declined by 1.39 
million last year, and China lost its position as the world’s most populous country 
to India in 2023.

u Japan logged a new heat record yesterday, 
with the mercury hitting 41.8C, the weather office 
said, warning temperatures may rise further still. 
Temperatures the world over have soared in recent 
years as climate change creates ever more erratic 
weather patterns, and Japan is no exception. The 

scorching temperature in the city of Isesaki on Tuesday surpassed the previous 
record in the Hyogo region of 41.2C, which was set only last week. Tokyo has also 
been struggling with extreme heat.

u Israel said it culled 200 crocodiles at an abandoned farm on a settlement 
in the occupied West Bank, reporting the animals had resorted to cannibalism 
and posed a “significant risk” to humans. The Nile crocodiles “were being kept 
in an abandoned compound under poor conditions 
that constitute animal abuse, with insufficient access 
to food, which had driven them to cannibalistic 
behaviour”, said COGAT, the Israeli defence ministry 
body that oversees civil affairs in the Palestinian 
territories. COGAT said in its statement on Monday 
that the premises’ fencing had deteriorated after the 
farm was closed in 2013, allowing several crocodiles 
to escape “into nearby communities and nature 
reserves”. After the owner’s refusal to repair the fence 
and “12 years of seeking solutions” to the issue, COGAT 
said “the hazard must be addressed immediately 
through the humane culling of the animals”. A video 
that circulated on social media this year showed teenagers throwing stones at the 
crocodiles, prompting authorities to take action on the issue. The farm, located in 
the Israeli settlement of Petzael in the Jordan Valley, was first opened to tourists 
in the 1990s before being turned into a commercial farm for crocodile skin.
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Gaza civil defence says 
Israeli attacks kill 26

The Israeli army said it was looking into the incidents

• Thousands of 
Gazans gather daily 
near food distribution 
points across Gaza

• Gaza Humanitarian 
Foundation operations 
have been marred 
by chaotic scenes

AFP | Gaza City, Palestinian Terri-

tories

Gaza's civil defence agency 
said 26 people were killed 
by Israeli gunfire and air 

strikes yesterday, including 14 
who were waiting near an aid 
distribution site inside the Pales-
tinian territory.

Civil  defence spokesman 
Mahmud Bassal told AFP that 
eight people were killed by Israeli 
gunfire while waiting for aid near 
the south Gaza city of Khan Yunis.

Six more people were killed and 

21 injured by Israeli fire in central 
Gaza while waiting for food near 
a distribution centre, according 
to Bassal.

The Israeli army told AFP it was 
looking into the incidents.

Media restrictions in Gaza and 
difficulties in accessing many ar-
eas mean AFP is unable to inde-
pendently verify the tolls and de-
tails provided by the civil defence 
agency and other parties.

Thousands of Gazans gath-
er daily near food distribution 
points across Gaza, including 

four belonging to the US- and Is-
raeli-backed Gaza Humanitarian 
Foundation.

Its operations have been marred 
by chaotic scenes and near-daily 
reports of Israeli forces firing on 
those waiting to collect rations.

Israeli restrictions on the en-
try of goods and aid into Gaza 
since the start of the war nearly 
22 months ago have led to short-
ages of food and essential goods, 
including medicine, medical sup-
plies and fuel, which hospitals 
rely on to power their generators.

 Palestinians react at the site of an overnight Israeli strike, in Jabalia in the central Gaza Strip

Flash flood washes out 
India Himalayan town

AFP | Dehradun, India

A flash flood driving a tor-
rent of mud smashed 
into a town in India’s 

Himalayan region on Tuesday, 
tearing down a mountain valley 
before demolishing buildings 
and killing at least four people.

Videos broadcast on Indian 
media showed a terrifying surge 
of muddy water sweeping away 
multi-storey apartment blocks 
in the tourist region of Dharali 
in Uttarakhand state.

Several people could be seen 
running before being engulfed 
by the dark waves of debris that 
uprooted entire buildings.

Uttarakhand State Chief 
Minister Pushkar Singh Dhami 
said rescue teams had been de-
ployed “on a war footing”.

Senior local official Prashant 
Arya said four people had been 
killed, with other officials 
warning that the number could 
rise.

India’s army said 150 troops 
had reached the town, helping 
rescue around 20 people who 
had survived the wall of freez-
ing sludge.

“A massive mudslide struck 
Dharali... triggering a sud-
den flow of debris and water 
through the settlement,” the 
army said. Images released by 
the army, taken from the site af-
ter the main torrent had passed, 
showed a river of slow-moving 
mud.

A wide swathe of the town 
was swamped by deep debris. 
In places, the mud lapped at the 
rooftops of houses.

“Search and rescue efforts 
are ongoing, with all available 
resources being deployed to lo-
cate and evacuate any remain-
ing stranded persons,” army 
spokesman Suneel Bartwal said.

Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi expressed his condolenc-
es in a statement, and said that 
“no stone is being left unturned 
in providing assistance”.

Residential buildings partially submerged in sludge after a cloudburst caused 
a massive mudslide in India’s Uttarakhand state

A screengrab from a video posted online shows a massive surge of mud and rainwater rushing through a village in 
India’s Uttarakhand state following a cloudburst

Muddy water running past residential buildings

People wade through floodwaters on a boat outside Assi Ghat

Israel to partially reopen 
Gaza private goods trade

AFP | Jerusalem, Undefined

Israel will partially reopen 
private sector trade with 

Gaza to reduce its reliance on 
humanitarian aid, the defence 
ministry civil affairs agency for 
the Palestinian territories said 
on Tuesday.

“As part of formulating the 
mechanism, a limited num-
ber of local merchants were 
approved by the defence es-
tablishment, subject to sever-
al criteria and strict security 
screening,” COGAT said.

Israel has been fighting Ha-
mas in Gaza for 22 months and 
imposed a total blockade on 
March 2, partially lifted in May 
to allow a US-backed private 
agency to open food distribu-
tion centres.

Aid convoys and airdrops 

by Arab and European mili-
taries resumed last month, as 
UN-mandated expert reports 
warned famine was unfolding 
in the war-torn territory.

The COGAT statement said 
private sector deliveries would 
be paid for by monitored bank 
transfers and be subject to in-
spections by the Israeli mili-
tary before entering Gaza, “to 
prevent the involvement of the 
Hamas terrorist organisation”.

Permitted goods under the 
new mechanism will include 
food staples, fruit, vegetables, 
baby formula and hygiene 
products, COGAT said.

The agency said more than 
300 aid trucks entered Gaza on 
Monday, a larger number than 
in previous days, and that hun-
dreds more were “still queued 
up for UN pickup”.

Humanitarian aid pallets with parachutes attached are pictured in the 
cargo bay of a German Air Force (Luftwaffe) A400M Atlas military transport 
aircraft before their release during an airdrop relief mission over the Gaza 
Strip

Danish zoo in hot water over 
public call for animals as food
AFP | Copenhagen, Denmark

Any chickens or rabbits to 
spare? Denmark’s Aal-

borg Zoo is seeking animals 
to feed to its predators -- after 
they have been euthanised -- a 
plea that has sparked a public 
backlash.

“We are looking for small 
livestock, not pets,” Anette 
Sofie Warncke Nutzhorn, one 
of the zoo’s managers, told AFP 
on Tuesday. “It can be for in-
stance a chicken that doesn’t 
lay eggs anymore.”

“Predators usually catch 
prey of this size, so it’s like 
the natural course,” she added.

The zoo has found itself in 
hot water since sending out 
the appeal in social media.

“If you have an animal that, 
for various reasons, has to go, 
you are welcome to donate it 
to us,” it wrote last week.

The zoo specified that it 
was looking in particular for 
chickens, rabbits, guinea pigs 
and horses.

“The animals are 
carefully put down 
by  q u a l i f i e d 
staff and 
t h e n 

used as food,” it said.
Only healthy animals are 

accepted by the zoo, which 
has been accepting donated 
animals for several years.

“It is a very common prac-
tice, we were just sending a 
friendly reminder,” Warncke 
Nutzhorn said.

The zoo later turned off the 
comments section on the so-
cial media post in response to 
what it called “hateful” post-
ings. Practices at Danish zoos, 
particularly the euthanasia of 
healthy animals to limit the 
risk of inbreeding, have in the 
past triggered fierce interna-
tional criticism.

In 2014, a giraffe calf named 
Marius was put down at the 
Copenhagen Zoo and staff 
later performed an autopsy 
on the carcass in front of vis-
i t o r s , before feeding it to 
t h e lions.

Kremlin slams Trump’s threat to hike 
tariffs on India over Russian oil purchases
AFP | Moscow, Russia

The Kremlin yesterday crit-
icised US President Donald 

Trump’s threat to raise tariffs 
on India over its purchases of 
Russian oil, a key source of 
revenue for Moscow’s military 
offensive on Ukraine.

Trump has given Moscow 
until Friday to make progress 
on a peace deal with Kyiv or 
face NEW economic sanctions 
that could include punish-
ments on countries that pur-
chase Russia’s vital oil and gas 
exports.

Trump on Monday specif-
ically threatened India with 
higher tariffs, prompting New 
Delhi to brand any potential 
move “unjustified and unrea-
sonable”. Russia echoed that 
criticism Tuesday.

“Sovereign countries have 
the right to choose their own 
trading partners,” Kremlin 
spokesman Dmitry Peskov told 
reporters.

Without naming Trump, he 
criticised calls to “force coun-
tries to sever trading relations” 
with Russia as “illegitimate”.

Ukraine’s Western allies 
have sought to hobble Russia’s 
export earnings since Moscow 
launched its military offensive 
in February 2022.

But Russia has been able 
to redirect energy sales away 
from Europe to other countries 
including India and China, en-
suring the multibillion-dollar 
flow of funds has continued.

Trump has not levied new 
sanctions on Moscow since he 
returned to the White House 
in January.

UN experts call for GHF to be dismantled
AFP | Geneva, Switzerland

United Nations special rap-
porteurs called yesterday 

for the Israel- and US-backed 
Gaza Humanitarian Foundation 
to be immediately dismantled, 
saying aid was being "exploited 
for covert military and geopolit-
ical agendas".

An exceptionally-large group 
of the UN-mandated experts 
voiced grave concerns over the 
GHF's operations.

The private organisation be-
gan distributing food in Gaza 
Strip in May as Israel began 
easing a more than two-month 
aid blockade on the Palestinian 
territory that had exacerbated 
existing shortages.

"The GHF ... is an utterly dis-
turbing example of how human-
itarian relief can be exploited for 
covert military and geopolitical 

agendas in serious breach of in-
ternational law," the experts said 
in a joint statement.

"The entanglement of Israeli 
intelligence, US contractors and 
ambiguous non-governmental 
entities underlines the urgent 
need for robust international 
oversight and action under UN 
auspices.

"Calling it 'humanitarian' adds 
on to Israel's humanitarian cam-
ouflage and is an insult to the 
humanitarian enterprise and 
standards."

On July 22, the UN rights of-
fice said Israeli forces had killed 
more than 1,000 Palestinians 
trying to get food aid in Gaza 
since the GHF started operations 
-- nearly three-quarters of them 
in the vicinity of GHF sites.

"Without clear accountability, 
the very idea of humanitarian 

relief may ultimately become a 
casualty of modern hybrid war-
fare," the special rapporteurs 
said.

"The credibility and effective-
ness of humanitarian assistance 
must be restored by dismantling 
the GHF, holding it and its exec-
utives accountable, and allowing 
experienced and humanitarian 
actors from the UN and civil so-
ciety alike to take back the reins 
of managing and distributing 
lifesaving aid."

The joint statement was signed 
by Francesca Albanese, the UN's 
special rapporteur on the rights 
situation in the Palestinian terri-
tories occupied since 1967.

Israel accuses her of having an 
"obsessive, hate-driven agenda to 
delegitimise the state of Israel".

The statement was also signed 
by 18 other special rapporteurs, 

plus other UN experts and mem-
bers of UN working groups -- a 
notably large number for such 
statements.

Special rapporteurs are inde-
pendent experts mandated by 
the UN Human Rights Council 
to report their findings. They 
do not, therefore, speak for the 
United Nations itself.

More than two million people 
live in the Gaza Strip.

GHF says it has distributed 
more than 1.76 million boxes of 
foodstuffs to date.

"We continue to improve 
our operations," GHF execu-
tive director John Acree said  
Monday.

"We urge the international hu-
manitarian community to join us 
-- we have the scale and capacity 
to deliver more aid to the people 
of Gaza."

Great Barrier Reef suffers most 
widespread bleaching on record
Sydney, Australia

Australia’s famed Great Bar-
rier Reef has suffered its 

most widespread coral bleach-
ing on record, according to a 
government report released 
Wednesday that warns the nat-
ural wonder is in dire health.

Scientists documented the 
“most spatially extensive” 
bleaching since records began 
almost 40 years ago, driven 
by sweltering ocean temper-
atures in 2024 that triggered 
“unprecedented levels of heat 

stress”.
The Australian Institute of 

Marine Science surveyed the 
health of 124 coral reefs be-
tween August 2024 and May 
2025.

Northern and southern 
branches of the sprawling reef 
had seen the “largest annual 
decline in coral cover” ever 
recorded, the government 
agency found. Reefs had been 
battered by tropical cyclones 
and infestations of crown-of-
thorns starfish that feast on 
coral.


