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The Treaty of The Hague is 
signed whereby the Dutch Re-
public sells New Holland (Brazil) 
for 63 tonnes of gold to Portugal

At Auburn Prison in New York, 
murderer William Kemmler 
becomes the 1st person to be 
executed by electric chair

Atomic bomb dropped 
on the Japanese city of 
Hiroshima by the US B-29 
Superfortress “Enola Gay”

Tim Berners-Lee releases files 
describing his idea for the World 
Wide Web. WWW debuts as a public-
ly available service on the Internet
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Today’s jobs report 
shows that the econ-

omy added 528,000 jobs 
in July. More people 
are working than at any 
point in American his-
tory. That’s no accident, 
it’s results.

@POTUS

While the problems 
we face today are 

unprecedented, they 
are not insurmounta-
ble. Today I briefed the 
#UNGA on our work for 
Our Common Agenda – 
our plan to unite the in-
ternational community 
around solutions for a 
safer, more resilient & 
inclusive world.

@antonioguterres

Earlier today, I an-
nounced the deploy-

ment of up to 225 @Ca-
nadianForces personnel 
to train new Ukrainian 
Armed Forces recruits. 
Training is the most valu-
able contribution we can 
make to support Ukraine 
as it fights for its sover-
eignty and stability.

@AnitaAnandMP

As I depart Cambo-
dia, I’m reflecting on 

the meetings I had with 
ASEAN Foreign Ministers 
and other regional lead-
ers. We made progress 
toward our shared goals, 
and I leave with opti-
mism about the progress 
we still can make togeth-
er toward our vision for 
the Indo-Pacific region.

@SecBlinken

 Disclaimer: (Views expressed 
by columnists are personal and 
need not necessarily reflect our 

editorial stances)
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Erdogan says Turkey-Russia 
delegation meetings fruitful
Reuters | Istanbul

Turkish President Tayyip 
Erdogan said he would 

discuss developments in Syria 
with Russian leader Vladimir 
Putin during his visit to Russia 
yesterday.

Sitting opposite Putin ahead 
of their talks in the Black Sea 
city of Sochi, Erdogan said ear-
lier meetings between Turkish 
and Russian delegations on pol-
itics, economic and trade issues 
had been fruitful.

Their meeting, less than three 
weeks since they held talks in 
Tehran, comes after Turkey 
helped broker a deal to resume 
Ukraine’s Black Sea grain ex-
ports which were blocked by 
Russia’s invasion.  

“Our meeting will be com-
pleted and open a very differ-
ent page in Turkey-Russia re-
lations,” Erdogan said in com-
ments broadcast on Turkish 
television.

He did not mention Ukraine. 
But he said he believed their 
talks on Syria “will bring fur-
ther relief to the region”.

Erdogan has threatened to 
order new military operations 
in Syria to extend 30-km (20-
mile) deep “safe zones” on the 

border.
Turkey backs fighters in Syria 

who have fought against Pres-
ident Bashar al-Assad, who is 
in turn supported by Russia. 
Ankara’s operations in northern 
Syria have largely targeted a 
Kurdish militia which it views 
as a terrorist group.

Earlier, Erdogan’s communi-
cations director Fahrettin Altun 
said the international commu-
nity could not end the war in 
Ukraine by ignoring Moscow.

Thai nightclub fire kills 14, PM orders probe
AFP | Bangkok

Thailand’s prime minister 
yesterday ordered an in-

vestigation into a massive blaze 
that tore through a nightclub, 
killing at least 14 people.

The fire broke out around 
1:00 am (1800 GMT Thursday) 
at the Mountain B nightspot in 
Chonburi province’s Sattahip 
district, about 150 kilometres 
(90 miles) southeast of Bang-
kok.

Video footage posted by a 
rescue service showed desper-
ate revellers fleeing the club 
screaming, their clothes ablaze, 
as a huge fire raged in the back-
ground.

Chalit Chotisupakarn, who 
escaped with burns to his arms 
and torso, described scenes of 
panic and desperation as peo-
ple struggled to get out of the 
building.

“I couldn’t see anything, 
everything was dark. Every-
body was shouting ‘Get out! 
Get out!’ We all had to try to get 
out,” he told reporters.

“I just pushed and pushed. 
There were people with fire all 
over their bodies.”

The Sawang Rojanatham-
masathan Rescue Foundation 
said 14 people were killed and 
around 40 injured.

The service said the blaze 
was accelerated by flammable 
acoustic foam on the walls of 
the club, and it took firefighters 
more than three hours to bring 
it under control.

Prime Minister Prayut Chan-
O-Cha offered condolences to 
the victims’ families and said 
he had ordered a probe into 
the fire.

The dead -- four women and 
10 men -- were found mostly 
crowded by the entrance and in 
the bathroom, their bodies se-
verely burned, the service said.

They were aged between 17 
and 49 and all are believed to 
have been Thai.

“There is not death related to 
foreigners,” police lieutenant 

colonel Boonsong Yingyong of 
the Phlu Ta Luang police sta-
tion, which oversees the area 
where the blaze occurred, told 
AFP by phone.

Charred wreck 
One of the victims was the 

singer of the band playing at 
the club, his mother told local 
media.

“I don’t know what to say. 
The death came all of a sud-
den,” Premjai Sae-Oung told 
reporters.

She said a musician friend 
who managed to escape had 
told her the fire broke out in 
front of the band and spread 
rapidly.

Images of the aftermath 
showed how the fire had 
turned the inside of the club 
into a blackened wreck, with 
the charred metal frames of fur-
niture scattered among ashes.

Police are investigating if 
fire escapes were present in 
the one-storey building and 
engineers are inspecting the 
structure amid fears it could 
collapse.

Interior minister Anupong 
Paochinda told reporters it ap-
peared the Mountain B was op-
erating “without permission” to 
run as an entertainment venue.

Sompong Chingduang, assis-
tant commissioner of the Royal 
Thai Police, said the owner was 
under investigation for appar-
ently changing the venue from a 
restaurant to a nightclub with-
out permission.

Concerns have long been 
raised about Thailand’s lax 
approach to health and safety 
regulations, particularly in its 
countless bars and nightclubs.

A massive inferno erupted at 
a New Year’s Eve party at Bang-
kok’s swanky Santika club in 
2009, killing 67 people and in-
juring more than 200. The own-
er of Santika was jailed for three 
years over the blaze, which be-
gan when fireworks were set 
off as a rock band called Burn 
played on stage.

After Griner gets jail, Russia 
ready to discuss swap with US

White House will ‘pursue’ Kremlin offer to discuss prisoner swap

• Kremlin says swap 
must be discussed 
without publicity

AFP | Washington

Russia said yesterday it was 
ready to discuss a prisoner 
swap with Washington at 

the presidential level, a day after 
the drug conviction of US basket-
ball star Brittney Griner.

Despite tensions soaring be-
tween Russia and the US since 
the launch of Moscow’s military 
intervention in Ukraine, the for-
mer Cold War rivals appeared to 
be edging closer to a new prisoner 
exchange.

The White House has urged 
Russia to accept its offer of a deal 
for the release of Griner and for-
mer US Marine Paul Whelan, who 
was sentenced to 16 years in pris-
on on espionage charges.

Russia’s Foreign Minister Ser-
gei Lavrov yesterday said Moscow 
was willing to discuss the matter.

“We are ready to discuss this 
subject, but only within the 
framework of the (communica-
tion) channel established by pres-
idents Putin and Biden,” Lavrov 
told a press conference on a visit 
to Cambodia.

“There is a special channel es-
tablished by the presidents and 
despite certain public declara-
tions, it is still functional,” he 
added.

US Secretary of State Antony 

Blinken, who spoke to Lavrov 
about the exchange last Friday, 
said Washington will be “pursu-
ing” discussions with Russia.

He also said Griner’s conviction 
put a spotlight on the “Russian 
government’s use of wrongful 
detentions to advance its own 
agenda using individuals as po-
litical pawns”.

WNBA player Griner was on 
Thursday sentenced to nine years 
in a Russian penal colony and or-
dered to pay a fine of one million 
rubles ($16,590) for possessing 
and smuggling narcotics.

The two-time Olympic basket-
ball gold medallist and Women’s 
NBA champion was detained at 
a Moscow airport in February 
after she was found carrying vape 
cartridges with cannabis oil in her 

luggage.
The Phoenix Mercury player 

was coming to Russia to play club 
basketball with UMMC Ekaterin-
burg during the US off-season -- a 
common path for American stars 
seeking additional income.

Griner pleaded guilty to the 
charges, but said she did not in-
tend to break the law or use the 
banned substance in Russia.

‘Honest mistake’ 
“I want the court to understand 

it was an honest mistake that I 
made while rushing, under stress, 
trying to recover from post-Covid 
and just trying to get back to my 
team,” Griner said in her final 
statement before the verdict.

Griner had testified that she 
had permission from a US doctor 

to use medicinal cannabis to re-
lieve pain from her many injuries, 
and had never failed a drug test.

The use of medical marijuana is 
not allowed in Russia.

Griner’s legal team said they 
plan to appeal the “unreasonable” 
verdict.

US President Joe Biden called 
Griner’s conviction “unaccept-
able” and said Washington would 
“work tirelessly” to secure her 
release.

Blinken has said Washington 
put forward a “substantial pro-
posal” for the exchange of Griner 
and Whelan.

The highest-profile Russian 
prisoner in the United States is 
Victor Bout, a 55-year-old arms 
trafficker, dubbed the “Merchant 
of Death”, who is serving 25 years 
in jail.

There is no official confirma-

tion that Washington has offered 
to exchange him.

Bout’s wife Alla yesterday ex-
pressed her sympathies to Grin-
er’s family, saying she hoped her 
husband and the US athlete will 
be able to return home.

“Sympathy has no citizenship 
and nationality, it is a universal 
human emotion,” she told Rus-
sian news agency RIA Novosti, 
expressing hope that Russia and 
the US would “come to an agree-
ment”.

Russia and the United States 
have already conducted one pris-
oner swap since the start of Mos-
cow’s Ukraine offensive.

In April ,  Washington ex-
changed former US Marine Trevor 
Reed for convicted drug smuggler 
Konstantin Yaroshenko.

Blast in Kabul, 
Afghanistan 
kills 8; Islamic 
State claims 
responsibility

Reuters | Kabul

The Islamic State (IS) 
militant group claimed 

responsibility for a deadly 
blast yesterday in a residen-
tial area in Afghanistan’s 
capital Kabul.

Police said at least eight 
people were killed and 18 
wounded in the blast. The 
militant group said in a 
statement that 20 people 
were killed and injured in 
the attack in western Kabul.

“The explosion happened 
in a crowded place,” police 
spokesman Khalid Zadran 
said.

Video posted on social 
media purportedly of the 
blast site showed men rush-
ing to help the injured after 
the incident.

A senior Taliban secu-
rity official, who declined 
to be named, said primary 
investigations revealed that 
explosives were placed in a 
vegetable cart and the blast 
resulted in the wounding 
and killing of more than 50 
people, including women 
and children.

“There is a possibility 
that the death toll will in-
crease because most of the 
wounded people had criti-
cal wounds,” he said.

News in brief 
 u Sri Lanka 
is considering a 
restructure of 

local and sovereign debt, President Ranil 
Wickremesinghe said yesterday, as the 
island nation battles its worst financial 
crisis in its independent history. The 
country is due to restart bailout talks with 
the International Monetary Fund (IMF) in 
August in the hope of securing $3 billion in 
funding. The government is working with 

its financial and legal advisers Lazard and Clifford Chance to finalise a plan to 
restructure overseas debt, including about $12 billion owed to bondholders.

 u Japanese Foreign 
Minister Yoshimasa 
Hayashi said yesterday 
that Japan remains open to dialogue with China 
as keeping communications intact is all the 
more important when ties are strained. Hayashi’s 
comment to reporters came after China on Thursday 
canceled a meeting between Hayashi and his Chinese 
counterpart, set to take place on the sidelines of an 
ASEAN meeting in Cambodia, due to its displeasure 
with a G7 statement urging Beijing to resolve the 
tension over Taiwan peacefully.

 u A Taiwanese woman 
who set off the island’s 
deadliest fire in decades 

to get back at her boyfriend escaped 
the death penalty yesterday as the 
court handed down a life sentence. Last 
October’s inferno in the southern city of 
Kaohsiung raged through multiple floors 
of a dilapidated 13-storey apartment block 
for hours, killing 46 people and injuring 41. 
Authorities had said the blaze started when 

the defendant Huang Ke-ke, 51, left unextinguished incense ashes on a sofa before 
leaving the building. Huang was indicted on murder and arson charges in January, 
with prosecutors seeking her execution.

 u The Malian 
army and “white-
skinned soldiers” 
were involved in the deaths of 33 civilians, according to an expert report 
to the UN. The bodies of 29 Mauritanians and four Malians were found near the 
village of Robinet El Ataye in the Segou region, where 33 civilians had been beaten 
and taken away on March 5, a Panel of Experts on Mali said in a report to the UN 
Security Council late last month. A diplomatic source in New York told AFP that 
the white soldiers were paramilitaries of Russia’s Wagner group.

 u The head of Greece’s 
intelligence service has 
stepped down, the prime 

minister’s office said, following growing pressure on the government to 
shed light on the use of surveillance malware. EYP chief Panagiotis Kontoleon 
had submitted his resignation “following mistaken actions found during lawful 
wiretapping procedures,” the prime minister’s office said in a statement.

Sri Lanka considering restructure 
of local and sovereign debt

Taiwan woman gets life 
sentence over blaze that killed 46

Japan remains open to dialogue 
with China, foreign minister says

Malian and ‘white’ soldiers involved in 
33 civilian deaths: UN experts

Greek intelligence service boss 
quits amid wiretapping scandal

Banksy painting sprayed in West Bank resurfaces in Tel Aviv
AP | Tel Aviv

A long-lost painting by the 
British graffiti artist Bank-

sy has resurfaced in a swank art 
gallery in downtown Tel Aviv, 
an hour’s drive and a world 
away from the concrete wall in 
the occupied West Bank where 
it was initially sprayed.

The relocation of the paint-
ing — which depicts a sling-
shot-toting rat and was likely 
intended to protest the Isra-
el occupation — raises ethical 
questions about the removal 
of artwork from occupied ter-
ritory and the display of such 

politically-charged pieces in 
radically different settings from 
where they were created.

The painting initially ap-
peared near Israel’s separation 
barrier in the occupied West 
Bank city of Bethlehem and was 
one of several works created in 
secret around 2007. They em-
ployed Banksy’s trademark ab-
surdist and dystopian imagery 
to protest Israel’s decades-long 
occupation of territories the 
Palestinians want for a future 
state.

Now it resides at the Urban 
Gallery in the heart of Tel Aviv’s 
financial district, surrounded 

by glass and steel skyscrapers.
“This is the story of David 

and Goliath,” said Koby Ab-
ergel, an Israeli art dealer who 
purchased the painting, with-
out elaborating on the anal-
ogy. He said the gallery was 
simply displaying the work, 
leaving its interpretation to  
others.

The Associated Press could 
not independently confirm the 
authenticity of the piece, but 
Abergel said the cracks and 
scrapes in the concrete serve 
as “a fingerprint” that proves it 
is the same piece that appears 
on the artist’s website.

An Israeli art dealer reveals the painting by Banksy in Urban Gallery in Tel Aviv

WNBA star and two-time Olympic gold medalist Brittney Griner is escorted from a 
court room ater a hearing

Hundreds of thousands gather for mass prayer in Baghdad
AP | Baghdad

Hundreds of thousands of 
Iraqis heeded the call of 

an influential cleric to gather 
in a show of strength for a mass 
prayer in the heart of Baghdad’s 
government zone yesterday. 
The gathering took place amid 
an escalating political crisis that 
has put the country’s capital on  
edge.

The powerful cleric, Muqta-
da al-Sadr, had called on his fol-
lowers from across Iraq to come 
to pray inside Baghdad’s Green 
Zone — a heavily fortified area in 
the heart of the city that houses 
government buildings and foreign 
embassies. They arrived and stood 
outside in the scorching summer 
heat, with temperatures reaching 
48 degrees Celsius (118 degrees 
Fahrenheit).

Meanwhile, in the holy south-
ern city of Najaf, the head of 
Iraq’s UN mission, Jeannine Hen-
nis-Plasschaert, met with al-Sadr 
yesterday. She told reporters af-
terward that they discussed the 
importance of finding a solution 
to the political crisis.

Yesterday’s mass prayer was 
the latest display of strength by 
the cleric, whose political pow-
er derives from his strong grass-
roots support base. The crowds 

stretched for miles, spilling into 
the streets outside the square.

Several people fainted after 
waiting for hours for the prayer 
to start and were taken to hospital 
in ambulances.

Al-Sadr has used his large grass-
roots following as a pressure tac-
tic against his rivals after his party 
was unable to form a government 
despite having won the largest 
number of seats in federal elec-
tions last October. He abandoned 
efforts to form the next govern-
ment in June.

His followers gathered facing 
the Victory Arch, a monument 
erected during Saddam Hussein’s 
regime to commemorate the Iran-
Iraq war and for holding military 
parades.

Followers of cleric Muqtada al-Sadr gather during an open-air Friday prayers at 
Grand Festivities Square

We are ready to discuss 
this topic, but within 
the framework of the 

channel that was agreed 
upon by presidents 

Putin and Biden. If the 
Americans decide to once 

again resort to public 
diplomacy ... that is their 

business and I would 
even say that it is their 

problem
RUSSIAN FOREIGN MINISTER SERGEI LAVROV

Lavrov and Blinken 
were both in Cambodia 
yesterday for a meet-
ing of the Association 

of Southeast Asian 
Nations. Blinken did 

not even glance at his 
Russian counterpart as 
they took their seats at 
an East Asia Summit

KNOW WHAT

Our meeting will be 
completed and open a 
very different page in 

Turkey-Russia relations
TAYYIP ERDOGAN

Yesterday’s mass prayer 
was the latest display of 

strength by the cleric, 
whose political power 

derives from his strong 
grassroots support base

KNOW WHAT

The graffiti artwork 
was spray-painted on 
a concrete block that 
was part of an aban-

doned Israeli army po-
sition in Bethlehem, 

next to a soaring con-
crete section of the 
separation barrier

KNOW WHAT

A general view of Kabul

Russian President Vladimir Putin listens to Turkish President Tayyip Erdogan 
during a meeting in Sochi

Major fire damage fills the interior at the Mountain B pub in the Sattahip 
district of Chonburi province

Concerns have long 
been raised about 
Thailand’s lax ap-

proach to health and 
safety regulations, 
particularly in its 

countless bars and 
nightclubs
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587,123,699

6,431,586

557,233,131

Deaths

Recovered:

New cases 

New deaths 
+594,116 

+1,003 

Country Total 
cases

new 
cases

Total 
deaths

New 
Deaths

Total 
recovered

Active 
cases

Egypt 515,645 24,613 442,182 48,850

Saudi 
Arabia

810,583 +189 9,257 +2 796,701 4,625

UAE 996,775 +998 2,337 +2 975,590 18,848

Kuwait 653,730 2,559 647,555 3,616

Oman 395,737 4,260 384,669 6,808

Qatar 412,897 +760 681 405,519 6,697

Middle East

Country Total cases Total  
deaths

1 USA 93,739,666 1,057,811 

2 India 44,107,588 526,600

3 France 33,993,930 152,457

4 Brazil 33,964,494 679,594

5 Germany 31,178,705 144,717

6 UK 23,368,899 185,052

7 Italy 21,251,774 172,904

8 S. Korea 20,273,011 25,191

9 Russia 18,672,422 382,651

10 Turkey 15,889,495 99,341

11 Japan 13,598,290 33,159

12 Spain 13,245,996 110,719

13 Vietnam 11,192,043 43,094

14 Australia 9,586,984 12,201

G l o b a l  t a l l y

C O V I D - 1 9 :  C o u n t r i e s  w o r s t  a f f e c t e d

Figures as of closing


