
A SOMEBODY WAS ONCE A NOBODY 
WHO WANTED TO AND DID
JOHN BURROUGHS

QUOTE 
OF THE 
DAY

FRIDAY, AUGUST 6, 2021

1661 1945 1965 1991TODAY 
IN 

HISTORY
The Treaty of The Hague is 
signed whereby the Dutch Re-
public sells New Holland (Brazil) 
for 63 tonnes of gold to Portugal

Atomic bomb dropped on 
Hiroshima by the US B-29 
Superfortress “Enola Gay”

US President Lyndon B. John-
son signs the Voting Rights 
Act prohibiting voting dis-
crimination against minorities

Tim Berners-Lee releases files 
describing his idea for the World 
Wide Web. WWW debuts as a public-
ly available service on the Internet
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The right to vote is 
fundamental, and 

we must do everything 
we can to protect it. We 
must pass the For the 
People Act and the John 
Lewis Voting Rights Ad-
vancement Act.

@VP

The Cuban govern-
ment “cut the inter-

net to stop the Cuban 
people from accessing 
social media, a tool they 
were bravely using to 
open the eyes of the 
world. Who does that? 
Only a country that fears 
its people shuts down 
the internet.” 

@KenRoth

British farmers go 
above and beyond 

around the clock to keep 
the nation fed.  This 
#Farm24 I want to thank 
them and recognise the 
extraordinary contribu-
tion they make every day 
to this country. They will 
always have my support.

@BorisJohnson

The infrastructure 
deal makes the larg-

est federal investment 
in public transit ever. 
The largest federal in-
vestment in passenger 
rail since the creation 
of Amtrak. The single 
largest dedicated bridge 
investment since the In-
terstate Highway System 
was built. It’s historic.

@POTUS

 Disclaimer: (Views expressed 
by columnists are personal and 
need not necessarily reflect our 

editorial stances)
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Wildfire levels historic California 
town as residents flee blaze
Indian Valley settlement dating back to mid-1800s Gold Rush era engulfed by flames

• The blaze is so big that 
it has been generating 
its own weather system

AFP | Washington

The largest wildfire in Cal-
ifornia has razed a small 
town in the state’s parched 

northeast, warping street lights 
and destroying historic buildings 
hours after residents were or-
dered to flee.

Greenville, an Indian Valley set-
tlement of a few hundred people 
dating back to the mid-1800s Gold 
Rush era, was engulfed by flames 
as winds whipped the inferno 
towards the community, turning 
the sky orange.

“I’d say the majority of down-
town Greenville is completely 
destroyed,” tweeted wildfire pho-
tographer Stuart Palley, sharing 
images of the devastation.

“My heart is broken for this 
beautiful little town.”

The Dixie Fire has been raging 
in the forests of northern Cali-
fornia since mid-July, part of a 
climate crisis that has brought 
sweltering heat and an alarming 
drought.

Authorities had earlier issued 
evacuation alerts to residents, as 
high winds fanned the fire which, 
at 500 square miles (1,300 sq km), 
has grown to more than seven 
times the size of the US capital, 
Washington.

The blaze is so big that it has 
been generating its own weather 
system.

“We did everything we could,” 
California Fire spokesman Mitch 

Matlow told reporters. “Some-
times it’s just not enough.”

Images taken by an AFP pho-
tographer showed the fire’s heat 
had bent street lights to the 
ground, with only a few structures 
still standing.

A gas station, a hotel and a bar 
were destroyed, as well as many 
buildings that were more than a 
century old.

The fire entered the town at 
roughly 4:00 pm Wednesday 
(2300 GMT) according to Jake 
Cagle, incident management team 
operations section chief.

He said firefighters were strug-
gling with those not obeying evac-
uation orders, leading to them 
having to divert time and resourc-
es to rescue people in the path of 
the flames.

“It’s just intense fire behavior, 
and it’s not what we’re used to,” 
he said.

“Firefighters are fighting for 

the town of Greenville,” US For-
est Service spokeswoman Pan-
dora Valle told the San Francisco 
Chronicle late Wednesday, but 
was unable to give further details.

The Plumas County Sheriff ’s 
Department issued an evacuation 
order late Tuesday for the 2,000 
or so residents of Chester to flee 
the area.

“If you remained you should 
evacuate to the EAST, IMMEDI-
ATELY!” the sheriff ’s department 
posted on their official Facebook 
page Wednesday.

“If you cannot evacuate and 
you are threatened by fire and 
can safely get there, take refuge at 
the Chester High School baseball 
field!”

In a second warning on social 
media, the department added: “If 
you are still in the Greenville area, 
you are in imminent danger and 
you MUST leave now!!”

“If you remain, emergency re-

sponders may not be able to assist 
you.”

By late July, the number of acres 
burned in California was up more 
than 250 percent from 2020 — it-
self the worst year of wildfires in 
the state’s modern history.

The Dixie Fire has evoked pain-
ful memories of the Paradise Fire, 
the deadliest blaze in California’s 
recent history.

Faulty power lines sparked the 
inferno, which swept through 
the northern town of Paradise in 
2018, killing 86 people. Pacific Gas 
and Electric, California’s largest 
energy utility firm, was deemed 
responsible.

PG&E equipment is again being 
blamed for the Dixie Fire, after a 
tree fell on a power conductor the 
day the blaze began.

The utility announced in late 
July it will bury 10,000 miles 
(16,000 kilometers) of power lines 
in a massive bid to prevent its 
equipment from igniting more 
deadly wildfires.
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recovered

Active 
cases

Egypt 105,705 6,142 98,413 1,150

Saudi 
Arabia

530,981 +986 8,297 +13 512,373 +1,055

UAE 688,489 +1,508 1,967 +2 665,593 +1,463

Kuwait 401,697 +718 2,356 +5 389,798 +918

Oman 298,020 +296 3,906 +17 282,763 +1,039

Qatar 227,055 +181 601 224,384 +99

Middle East

Country Total cases Total  
deaths

1 USA 36,210,818 631,468

2 India 31,855,725 426,782

3 Brazil 20,026,533 559,715

4 Russia 6,379,904 162,509

5 France 6,233,876 112,098

6 UK 5,982,581 130,086

7 Turkey 5,846,784 51,875

8 Argentina 4,975,616 106,747

9 Colombia 4,815,063 121,695

10 Spain 4,566,571 81,931

11 Italy 4,377,188 128,163

12 Iran 4,057,758 92,628

13 Germany 3,788,907 92,255

14 Indonesia 3,568,331 102,375
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News in brief 
 u Russia 
and Belarus 
will hold 

large-scale crossborder military drills 
next month, Belarus’ defence ministry 
said, which Ukraine has described as a 
threat to its own security and that of 
NATO. The “West-2021” drills will involve 
thousands of servicemen, including those 
from Moscow-led defence bloc member 
Kazakhstan, as well as tanks, artillery and 
aircraft, the ministry said in a statement.

 u Nicaraguan 
authorities have 
detained a former 
beauty queen bidding to contest the November 
presidential elections, her party said, as the 
government of President Daniel Ortega shows no 
sign of ending a crackdown against the opposition. 
For months Ortega’s government has been detaining 
political adversaries, including presidential hopefuls, 
ahead of an election. Berenice Quezada, who was Miss 
Nicaragua in 2017, was detained at her home late on Tuesday night and placed 
under house arrest, her Citizens Alliance for Liberty (ACXL) party said

 u South 
Sudan’s 
first Vice 

President Riek Machar has accused rival 
military leaders who announced he had been 
deposed as party and armed forces leader of 
trying to block the country’s peace process. 
The military wing of his SPLM/A-IO movement 
said on Wednesday it had removed Machar, 
who helped push his partner, President Salva 
Kiir, to a peace deal in 2018 and the subsequent 

formation of a unity government, for undermining reforms.

 u President 
Joe Biden picked 
Mark Brzezinski, 
a Democratic-aligned foreign policy official 
with ties to Poland, as his ambassador to the 
European country regarded as a key Western 
bulwark against Russia. Biden has been eager to 
strengthen partnerships in Europe to counter both 
Russia’s and China’s assertive posture given cool 
relations between Washington and those countries. Poland and the United States 
are both members of the NATO military alliance.

 u Three young children 
were killed by lions near 
Tanzania’s world-renowned 

Ngorongoro wildlife reserve as they went to look for lost cattle, police 
said. The youngsters aged between nine and 11 had arrived home from school on 
Monday and gone into a forest near the Ngorongoro Conservation Area to search 
for the missing animals, Arusha police chief Justine Masejo said. “That is when the 
lions attacked and killed three children while injuring one,” he added.

Russia, Belarus to press ahead with 
military drills criticised by Ukraine

South Sudan’s Machar says ‘peace 
spoilers’ backed his removal as party leader

Lions kill three children near 
Tanzania wildlife reserve

Nicaraguan police detain former 
beauty queen aiming to contest elections

Biden picks diplomat with Polish ties 
to manage key NATO relationship

Belarus Olympic athlete ‘happy 
to be in safety’ in Poland
Reuters | Warsaw

Belarusian Olympic sprinter 
Krystsina Tsimanouskaya 

said she was “happy to be in 
safety” in Warsaw on yesterday, 
a day after arriving in Poland 
where she took refuge after 
saying she feared for her life if 
forced to return home.

The 24-year-old athlete has 
been at the centre of a diplo-
matic drama in the middle of 
the Games since seeking the 
protection of Tokyo 2020 staff 
on Sunday, saying her team 
was trying to bundle her onto 
a plane after she publicly crit-
icised her coaches.

“I am also happy to be here, 
happy to be in safety,” she told 
reporters in the Polish capital 
where she arrived from Tokyo 
via Vienna.

Tsimanouskaya said she was 
“surprised that the situation 
became such a political scandal 
because it started out as a sport-
ing issue”, and revealed that 
“she was “not thinking about 
political asylum” in EU member 
Poland, which has granted her 
a humanitarian visa.

“I just want to pursue my 
sporting career,” she said, add-
ing that her husband, Arseny 
Zdanevich, was “already on the 
road to Poland - he will be here 
today”.

The Polish government 
said Zdanevich had also been 
given a humanitarian visa 
after he fled to Ukraine on  
Wednesday.

“I hope we can stay here and 
I can pursue my career and he 
can find work,” Tsimanouskaya 
said, adding that she was “will-
ing to return to Belarus once 
I’m sure that I will be safe 
there.”

Saying she hoped to compete 
at two more Olympic Games, 
Tsimanouskaya vowed to do 
“everything to get back in shape 
and continue my career.”

‘Messages of support’ 

Before leaving Tokyo, the 
sprinter spent two nights shel-
tering in the Polish embassy 
after calling for international 
help.

Belarus has been wracked by 
political upheaval and a crack-
down on dissent after disputed 
elections that returned strong-
man Alexander Lukashenko to 
power last year. Tsimanouskaya 
was one of more than 2,000 
Belarusian sports figures who 
signed an open letter calling for 
new elections and for political 
prisoners to be freed.

But her trouble in Tokyo 
came after she posted on her 
Instagram, criticising her 
coaches for entering her into 
a race without informing her 
first.

“My parents told me that 
they’re saying bad things about 
me on television... I got a lot of 
bad messages but I got even 
more messages of support,” Tsi-
manouskaya told reporters.

“I’m very worried about my 
parents, particularly since my 
dad has a heart condition and 
it has got worse in recent days,” 
she said.

The International Olympic 
Committee has said it will in-
vestigate Belarus’s Olympic 
team, as activists call for the 
country’s Olympic committee 
to be suspended and its athletes 
to compete as neutrals.

Lukashenko and his son 
Viktor have been banned from 
Olympic events over the target-
ing of athletes for their political 
views.

Shortly before the Tokyo 
Games, Lukashenko warned 
sports officials and athletes that 
he expected results in Japan.

“Think about it before going,” 
he said. “If you come back with 
nothing, it’s better for you not 
to come back at all.”

The alleged attempt to re-
turn Tsimanouskaya to Belarus 
has prompted condemnation, 
with US Secretary of State An-
tony Blinken accusing Minsk 
of “another act of transnational 
repression”.

Israeli aircraft strike 
Lebanon launch sites

• Israel’s air strikes 
were the first 
targeting Lebanese 
villages since 2006

Reuters | Jerusalem

Israeli jets struck what its 
military said were rocket 

launch sites in Lebanon early 
yesterday in response to two 
rockets fired towards Israel 
from Lebanese territory, in 
an escalation of cross-border 
hostilities amid heightened 
friction with Iran.

The rockets launched from 
Lebanon on Wednesday struck 
open areas in northern Israel, 
causing brush fires along the 
hilly frontier. 

Israel responded with sev-
eral rounds of artillery fire on 
Wednesday before launching 
air strikes early yesterday, the 
military said.

“(Military) fighter jets 
struck the launch sites and in-
frastructure used for terror in 
Lebanon from which the rock-
ets were launched,” the mili-

tary said in a statement, adding 
that it also struck an area that 
had seen rocket launches in 
the past.

While Hezbollah’s al-Manar 
TV has reported on the Israeli 
action, the group itself was yet 
to issue any statement.

Shortly after the strikes, 
al-Manar TV said that Israeli 
warplanes had carried out two 
raids on the outskirts of the 
Lebanese town of Mahmudiya, 
about 12 km (7.5 miles) from 
the Israeli border. There were 
no reports of casualties.

Lebanese President Michel 
Aoun said Israel’s air strikes 
were the first targeting Leb-
anese villages since 2006 and 
showed an escalation in its 
“aggressive intent”.

Geological analysis explains durability of Stonehenge megaliths
Reuters | London

The first comprehensive sci-
entific analysis of Stone-

henge’s imposing megaliths 
has revealed some of the traits 
that made them an exemplary 
building material for the famed 
monument in southern England 
including their stout resistance 
to weathering.

Researchers on Wednesday 
described a battery of exami-
nations that provided a glimpse 
inside one of Stonehenge’s 52 
sandstone megaliths, known as 
sarsens, gaining insight into its 
geology and chemistry.

They studied a core sam-
ple extracted from one of the 
sarsens, called Stone 58, dur-
ing 1950s conservation work. It 
was kept in the United States for 
decades before being returned 
to Britain for research in 2018.

The sarsens are made of stone 
called silcrete that formed grad-
ually within a few yards (me-
ters) of the ground surface as a 
result of groundwater washing 
through buried sediment.

The examination clarified 
Stone 58’s internal structure. 
It showed that the silcrete is 
comprised of mainly sand-sized 

quartz grains cemented tightly 
together by an interlocking mo-
saic of quartz crystals. Quartz is 
extremely durable and does not 
easily crumble or erode even 
when exposed to eons of wind 
and weather.

“This explains the stone’s re-
sistance to weathering and why 
it made an ideal material for 
monument-building,” said Uni-
versity of Brighton geomorphol-
ogist David Nash, who led the 
study published in the journal 
PLoS ONE.

In a remarkable engineering 
achievement by late Neolithic 
people, the sarsens were erect-
ed at the site in Wiltshire, Eng-
land around 2500 BC. Stone 58, 

one of the giant upright sarsens 
at Stonehenge’s center, stands 
about 7 meters (23 feet) tall, 
with another 2 meters (7 feet) 
underground, and an estimated 
above-ground weight of 24 tons.

The core sample is a rod of 
stone, about an inch (2.5 cm) 
in diameter and roughly a yard 
(meter) long. Its cream colour is 
brighter than the pale-gray exte-
rior of the megaliths, which have 
been exposed to the elements 
for millennia.

It was given as a souvenir to 
a man named Robert Phillips 
who worked for a company in-
volved in the conservation work 
and was on-site during drilling. 
Phillips took it with him with 

permission when he emigrat-
ed to the United States in 1977. 
Phillips decided to return it to 
Britain for research in 2018. He 
died in 2020.

“Getting access to the core 
drilled from Stone 58 was very 
much the Holy Grail for our 
research,” Nash said. “All the 
previous work on sarsens at 
Stonehenge involved samples 
either excavated from the site 
or knocked off from random 
stones.”

The researchers used CT-scan-
ning, X-rays, microscopic anal-
yses and various geochemical 

techniques to study fragments 
and wafer-thin slices of the core 
sample - such testing being off 
limits for megaliths at the site.

“This small sample is now 
probably the most analyzed 
piece of stone other than moon 
rock,” Nash said.

It remains unclear precisely 
when the rock formed, though 
the researchers found that some 
embedded sand grains dated to 
as long ago as the Mesoprotero-
zoic Era, 1 billion to 1.6 billion 
years ago.

Nash led research published 
last year involving the same 
core sample that showed that 
50 of the 52 sarsens share a 
common origin about 15 miles 
(25 km) from Stonehenge at a 
site called West Woods. Stone-
henge’s builders may have ei-
ther dragged or moved the huge 
stones on rollers.

“I think Stonehenge has fas-
cinated archaeologists and oth-
er scientists for centuries now, 
partly because we don’t know 
what it was used for exactly, and 
there are a number of theories as 
to why the site was built,” Nash 
said. “It’s a site that is still rich 
with possibilities for doing more 
research.”

General view of the Stonehenge stone circle during the sunset

Getting access to 
the core drilled from 

Stone 58 was very 
much the Holy Grail 
for our research. All 
the previous work on 

sarsens at Stonehenge 
involved samples either 
excavated from the site 

or knocked off from 
random stones

UNIVERSITY OF BRIGHTON GEOMORPHOLO-
GIST DAVID NASH

Indonesia says ‘Jurassic Park’ project on track despite UNESCO warnings
Reuters | Jakarta

Construction on an Indone-
sian tourism project dubbed 

“Jurassic Park” on social media 
will continue, the Southeast Asian 
country’s environment ministry 
said yesterday, despite UNESCO 
warnings the plans could have a 
negative environmental impact.

Work on a series of tourism 
projects in Indonesia’s Komodo 
National Park, a UNESCO World 
Heritage Site, began last year, 
sparking concerns about threats 
to the local economy and the frag-
ile habitat of the park’s namesake, 
the Komodo dragon.

Last month, officials from the 
United Nations Educational, Sci-
entific and Cultural Organization 
(UNESCO) told a World Heritage 
Committee conference that the 
project required a new environ-
mental impact assessment over 
illegal fishing concerns and the 
potential risk to the Komodo 
dragon’s natural habitat.

“This project will proceed... it’s 
been proven to have no impact,” 
Wiratno, a senior official at In-
donesia’s environment ministry, 
told Reuters.

UNESCO officials told last 
month’s meeting that they had 
requested an updated assessment 

from the Indonesian government 
but received no response. Wiratno 
said a new assessment was being 
drafted and could be sent in Sep-
tember.

It was not clear exactly what 
the project, centred on the island 
of Rinca, entails. Last year, the 
government said it was building 
a “premium tourism spot” on the 
island.

In a separate statement, Wirat-
no said the project mainly includ-
ed renovation work on existing 
structures and did not pose any 
danger to the rare Komodo drag-

ons.
Rima Melani Bilaut of the In-

donesian Forum for the Environ-
ment (WALHI), an environmental 
group, said the project could im-
pact the local community, as well 
as disturb the dragons.

“We urge the government to de-
velop tourism that’s based on the 
people. There are people living 
there,” she said.

Last year, social media users 
likened the project to one on a 
dinosaur island featured in the 
“Jurassic Park” films after photos 
of a dragon standing in front of a 

big vehicle were widely shared 
online.

A general view of Indonesia’s Komodo National Park

Komodo National 
Park is inhabited by a 
population of around 
5,700 giant lizards, 

whose appearance and 
aggressive behaviour 

have led to them 
being called ‘Komodo 
dragons’. They exist 
nowhere else in the 

world and are of great 
interest to scientists 

studying the theory of 
evolution

KNOW WHAT

Inmate firefighters prep a home by moving combustible items as the Dixie Fire 
burns in Chester, California

The Dixie Fire has 
been raging in the for-
ests of northern Cali-
fornia since mid-July, 

part of a climate crisis 
that has brought swel-

tering heat and an 
alarming drought
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This was an attack 
meant to send a 

message ... Clearly we 
could do much more, 

and we hope we won’t 
arrive at that

ISRAEL’S DEFENCE MINISTER BENNY GANTZ

A view shows the damage in the aftermath of Israeli air strikes as seen from 
Marjayoun, near the border with Israel, LebanonI’m a sportsperson and 

I didn’t understand 
anything in political 
life. I try not to do 

anything other than a 
sport in my life and I 
try my best to not be 
distracted by politics

KRYSTSINA TSIMANOUSKAYA

Belarusian sprinter Krystsina Tsimanouskaya attends an interview in Warsaw


