
WhatsApp messages help Estonian woman win 
case against Bahraini business partner
TDT | Manama

Records of WhatsApp mes-
sages helped convict a Bah-

raini man who refused to com-
pensate his female European 
business partner for the money 
she gave him to invest in com-
mercial exporting.

This comes as the Estonian 
woman provided the judges of the 
Fourth Minor Civil Court with 
records of WhatsApp messages 
and e-mails, proving her claims 
after the defendant denied it.

The Plaintiff’s Attorney Mervet 
Janahi explained that the court 
ordered the defendant to pay the 
amount in installments, as well 

as a 0.5 per cent annual legal in-
terest.

The man had earlier appealed 
against the verdict, but the Court 
of Appeals upheld the previously 
announced sentence.

According to Janahi, her client 
had agreed with the defendant, 
under an oral agreement, to invest 
a certain amount of money in the 
field of exporting by issuing a CR 
(Commercial Registration), in 
addition to a work permit for her, 
as she entered Bahrain under a 
tourist visa.

The lawyer said the defendant 
breached the agreement, lost the 
money and caused financial loss-
es to her client, who transferred 

the money to him directly in his 
bank account.

Janahi also clarified that the 
court reviewed the correspond-

ence between her client and the 
defendant, as well as a copy of the 
CR mentioned in it.

Additionally, a female witness, 
a mutual friend, testified in the 
court that they, the plaintiff and 
defendant, were business part-
ners.

After deliberating the case 
for the second time and review-
ing the presented evidence, the 
Court of Appeals concluded that 
the defendant and the plaintiff 
were business partners in a joint 
venture, and added that the de-
fendant’s bank account statement 
proved that he had received the 
amount, as claimed by the com-
plainant.
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Three arrested in security guards assault
• Video footage 
showing Asian men who 
were part of a group 
physically assaulting two 
Bahraini security guards 
goes viral on social media

• One of the guards 
dispersed part of the 
crowd after he waved a 
knife at them. Seconds 
after he put the knife 
away, several men 
suddenly approached 
him and beat him using 
wooden boxes. More 
men began hitting both 
guards and chased 
them down the alley

TDT | Manama

Police said late on Saturday 
that they have arrested 
three Asian men who were 

part of a group that physically 
assaulted two Bahraini security 
guards on the same day.

This is related to footage 
widely circulated on social me-
dia platforms showing the group 
of Bangladeshis beating the men 
in uniform and chasing them 
down alleys.

The Interior Ministry con-
firmed a few hours after the 
video emerged that three of the 
men involved were arrested and 

a manhunt has been launched to 
nab the rest.

The Ministry tweeted: “Con-
cerning a circulated video on 
social media of a physical assault 
between a group of persons and 
two private security guards, the 
Capital Police and CID arrest-
ed three individuals and search 
continues for the arrest of the 
remaining suspects.”

The video sparked public out-
rage among citizens and neti-
zens, as it showed the group 
of around 20 Bangladeshi men 
beating and chasing the Bahraini 
guards in a “barbaric and vicious 
manner”.

Both guards were seen in the 

beginning of the video while, in 
what seems to be an argument 
with the group, at an entrance of 
a building. The argument quick-
ly turned physical, with both 
guards being shoved around and 
yelled at.

One of the guards dispersed 
part of the crowd after he waved 
a knife at them and threatened 
them. Seconds after he put the 
knife back in his pocket, several 
men suddenly approached him 
and beat him using wooden box-
es. More men began hitting both 
guards and were seen chasing 
them down the alley, which is 
reportedly in central Manama. 
However, this information could 

not be verified.

Enraged Response!
Several MPs and social activ-

ists quickly responded to the 
incident, demanding rapid and 
tough action against the offend-
ers. MP Ali Ishaqi described the 
incident as “shameful and hu-
miliating”, while attributing it to 
the Labour Market Regulatory 
Authority (LMRA) as “the prima-
ry responsible party”.

“We are awaiting the reac-
tion of LMRA to this footage, to 
take strict measures with the 
culprits and put an end to these 
recurring shambles,” he said in a 
press statement yesterday. “Prej-
udicing the dignity of one citizen 
means prejudicing the dignity of 
all citizens.”

Meanwhile, MP Ibrahim Al 
Nefaei commented on the mat-
ter in a tweet saying: “The rep-
etition of the disgraceful viola-
tions of Asian labourers, such as 

insulting the national currency 
and physical assault on Bahraini 
citizens, reflect moral turmoil 
and chaos, and an undervalua-
tion of the country and its laws. 
The necessary controls must be 
endorsed to prevent the recur-
rence of such incidents and hold 
perpetrators accountable.”

Also on Twitter, MP Khaled 
Saleh Buenq said: “Citizens are 
not insulted during the prosper-
ous era of HM the King, and the 
government, under the leader-
ship of HRH the Prime Minister 
and HRH the Crown Prince, does 
not accept that the citizens are 
assaulted.

“We confirm, as MPs, our total 
rejection of what a number of 
expatriates have done to attack 
the people of the country, and 
the relevant authorities need 
to take all measures regarding 
this.”

As for social activist Ali Al 
Sakran, he posted a one-min-

ute video online to comment 
on the matter. Al Sakran said: 
“This is a result of the lenien-
cy towards this community in 
Bahrain. This is not the first 
incident in Bahrain and tens 
of Bahrainis were killed by the 
same nationality in the past, ei-
ther by a grinder, a hammer or  
a machete.”

No comments were available 
from the LMRA or the Embassy 
of Bangladesh.

A screenshots of the video

Ishaqi Al NefaeiBuenq

Al Sakran
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 C O U R T  G U A R D  C O M M A N D E RU N D E R S E C R E T A R Y ,  P E R S O N A L  S E C R E T A R Y

The Deputy Premier, HH Shaikh Ali bin Khalifa Al Khalifa, held a meeting yesterday with HRH the Premier’s Court undersecretary, 
Shaikh Mohammed bin Rashid Al Khalifa, and the Prime Minister’s personal secretary, Shaikh Abdulla bin Rashid Al Khalifa. The 
Deputy Premier (right) congratulated the two on their new, key posts, wishing them every success in carrying out their duties.

HRH the Premier’s advisor Shaikh Khalifa bin Rashid Al Khalifa received yesterday, HRH PM’s Court guard 
commander, Brigadier General Mohammed Salman Al Qassimi, and facilities protection department 
head, Colonel Khalid Mohammed Al Sada. Al Qassimi and Al Sada congratulated Shaikh Khalifa on his new 
post, commanding the security department. They wished him success in his new missions, praising his 
outstanding experience in security. Shaikh Khalifa said that assuming the responsibility is an honour for 
him and he expressed his gratitude and pride for HRH the Prime Minister’s trust.

The accused had earlier 
appealed against the 
verdict, but the Court 
of Appeals upheld the 
previously announced 

sentence

P A R T I C I P A T E S  I N  G C C  M E E T I N G

Operations assistant chief of staff, Major-General Ghanim Ibrahim Al-
Fadhala, participated in a virtual meeting of the Operations and Training 
Committee of the assistant chiefs of staff of the armed forces of the Gulf 
Cooperation Council (GCC) states. They discussed enhancing joint GCC action 
and strengthened military cooperation among member states.

HH Shaikh Khalid congratulates HH Shaikh Nasser on appointment
TDT | Manama

Royal Guard Special Force 
Commander His High-
ness Lt-Colonel Shaikh 

Khalid bin Hamad Al Khalifa 
has congratulated His Highness 
Major General Shaikh Nasser 
bin Hamad Al Khalifa on his ap-
pointment by HM King Hamad 
bin Isa Al Khalifa as Supreme 
Defence Council secretary-gen-
eral. “We escalate our sincerest 
congratulations to HH Major 
General Shaikh Nasser bin Ham-
ad Al Khalifa on his new role,” 
HH Shaikh Khalid said.

HH Shaikh Khalid underlined 
that the Royal confidence shown 
in HH Major General Shaikh 
Nasser reflects his high capabil-
ities in various fields, including 
the military area.

“HH Major General Shaikh 
Nasser bin Hamad Al Khalifa 
has set an example to follow in 
leadership for all the ambitious 

Bahraini youth,” HH Shaikh 
Khalid continued. “I take his 

opportunity to wish him the best 
of luck.”
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Human rights commitment reaffirmed
• Higher Coordination 
Committee for Human 
Rights tasked with 
coordination, follow-
up and supervision 
to of Kingdom’s 
efforts in the field of 
protecting human 
rights internationally

• National Committee 
to Combat Trafficking 
in Persons commended 
for helping achieve 
Tier One status in US 
State Department’s 
TIP Report for third 
year in a row

TDT | Manama

Minister of Foreign Af-
fairs Dr. Abdullatif bin 
Rashid Al Zayani has 

reaffirmed Bahrain’s commit-
ment to all international stand-
ards for the protection of hu-

man rights with transparency.
He also stressed the Minis-

try’s keenness to complete and 
implement initiatives and pro-
grammes that contribute to the 
continuation of achievements 
in this field.

The Foreign Minister said 
these as he presided over the 
meeting of the Higher Coordi-
nation Committee for Human 
Rights through virtual commu-
nication, with the participation 
of the Foreign Affairs assis-
tant and Committee deputy 
chairman Abdulla bin Faisal 
bin Jabur Al Doseri. 

T h e  Fo r e i g n  M i n i s t e r 
praised edict 8/2020 issued 
by His Royal Highness the 
Prime Minister Prince Khalifa 
bin Salman Al Khalifa, adding 
representatives of the Prime 
Minister’s Court and the Min-
istry of Cabinet Affairs to the 
Coordination Committee for 
Human Rights, including the 
Court’s undersecretary Shai-
kh Mohammed bin Rashid Al 
Khalifa and the Cabinet Affairs 
Ministry undersecretary His 
Highness Shaikh Isa bin Ali Al 
Khalifa, wishing them success 

in their tasks. 
The Minister of Foreign Af-

fairs noted that the vision and 
approach of His Majesty King 
Hamad bin Isa Al Khalifa, and 
the support of HRH the Pre-
mier and HRH Prince Salman 
bin Hamad Al Khalifa, Crown 
P r i n c e,  D e p u t y  S u p r e m e 
Commander and First Deputy 
Prime Minister, have greatly 
contributed and continue to 
strengthening the Kingdom’s 
achievements in the field of 
human rights at the regional 

and international levels. 
He stated that the committee 

is tasked with the coordina-
tion, follow-up and supervi-
sion to promote the efforts of 
the Kingdom in the field of 
protecting human rights inter-
nationally, praising the efforts 
made by Bahrain in this field in 
compliance with international 
covenants and laws, and the 
agreements that the Kingdom 
has joined.

In this regard, he noted the 
Kingdom’s achievement of Tier 

One status in the annual re-
port of the US Department of 
State for Trafficking in Persons 
for the third year in a row. He 
commended the efforts of the 
National Committee to Combat 
Trafficking in Persons, headed 
by Labour Market Regulatory 
Authority CEO Ausamah bin 
Abdulla Al Absi, which result-
ed in this achievement.  

The Committee discussed a 
number of topics on the agen-
da, and took a number of de-
cisions.

The Foreign Minister during the committee meeting

Foreign Minister, EU Mission head hold discussions
TDT | Manama

Minister of Foreign Affairs 
Dr. Abdullatif bin Rashid 

Al Zayani received a video call 
from European Union (EU) Mis-
sion head to Bahrain and the 
GCC Michele d’Urso.

They discussed growing co-
operation between the King-
dom and the EU and ways of 
bolstering relations between 
both sides to achieve common 
interests. They also reviewed 

other issues of mutual concern.
Meanwhile,  the Foreign 

Minister received a letter of 
thanks from UK Foreign Affairs 
Secretary of State Dominic 
Raab, in which he expressed 
thanks and appreciation for 
the support given to British 
nationals in Bahrain during 
the coronavirus (COVID-19)  
pandemic. 

 The UK Foreign Affairs Sec-
retary of State affirmed that the 

Kingdom’s assistance in facil-
itating repatriation flights for 
British nationals reflects close 
historic relations between the 
two countries. He also stressed 
the UK’s keenness to enhance 
joint cooperation and coordi-
nation with Bahrain to achieve 
common interests.

H e  w i s h e d  t h e  K i n g -
dom’s government and peo-
ple  further  progress  and 
 prosperity.

Ideal drivers to be honoured in summer traffic safety campaign
TDT | Manama

A “Thank You” initiative aimed at hon-
ouring ideal drivers is set to expand 

in the summer with a traffic safety cam-
paign.

This was announced yesterday by Traf-
fic Culture Director Salah Mohammed 
Shahab, who noted that the initiative 
presses on with the cooperation of the 

private sector.
The director revealed that the “Thank 

You” initiative’s summer traffic safe-
ty campaign will include various ac-
tivities such as tyres inspection at  
public roads.

This will be done in cooperation with 
the local agent of international tyre man-
ufacturer Pirelli. The inspections aim to 
enhance awareness of the importance of 

tyre safety.
The Traffic Culture director added 

that, in cooperation with Bahrain Nation-
al Insurance (BNI), ideal drivers would 
be honoured with one-year on-the-road 
 assistance.

He urged drivers to carry out reg-
ular maintenance of their vehicles 
and avoid leaving inflammable items  
at the car.

Shahab

HH Major General Shaikh Nasser bin 
Hamad Al Khalifa has set an example to 

follow in leadership for all the ambitious 
Bahraini youth

ROYAL GUARD SPECIAL FORCE COMMANDER HH LT-COLONEL SHAIKH KHALID BIN 
HAMAD AL KHALIFA

Bahrain’s 
democratic strides 
highlighted in book
TDT | Manama

Bahrain’s parliamenta-
ry delegation has par-

ticipated in the Inter-Par-
liamentary Union’s (IPU) 
130th Anniversary Book, 
highlighting the IPU’s 
achievements.

This follows directives 
from Council of Represent-
atives Speaker Fawzia bint 
Abdulla Zainal.

The book contains the 
input of the parliaments 
of member states on their 
contributions to ensuring 
the success of IPU over the 
past 130 years. 

The parliamentary del-
egation highlighted the 
strides made by Bahrain 
in the field of institutional 
democratic work, estab-
lished by the National Ac-
tion Charter and through 
civilisational practices, 
under the comprehensive 
development march spear-
headed by His Majesty King 
Hamad bin Isa Al Khalifa.

 The delegation stressed 
the unwavering efforts ex-
erted by the IPU to achieve 
the 2030 Agenda for Sus-
tainable Development, in-
dicating the keenness of the 
Shura and Representatives 
councils to win IPU mem-
bership and participate in 
its regional and internation-
al conferences, meetings 
and programmes.

 The parliamentary del-
egation congratulated the 
IPU on its 130th anniver-
sary, lauding its milestone 
achievements, support for 
legislative councils and par-
liaments all over the world, 
consolidation of democratic 
practices, defending human 
rights, and supporting the 
achievements of sustain-
able development goals, 
among others. 

It is to be noted that Bah-
rain’s parliamentary dele-
gation has held numerous 
leadership positions in the 
IPU, which proves the dis-
tinguished status enjoyed by 
Bahrain in the parliamenta-
ry field.

Bahraini-Saudi 
relations praised
TDT | Manama

Ministry of Foreign Af-
fairs undersecretary 

Dr. Shaikha Rana bint Isa 
bin Duaij Al Khalifa met 
virtually yesterday Saudi 
Arabia’s Ministry of Foreign 
Affairs General Diplomatic 
Affairs undersecretary Fahd 
bin Asaad Abunnasr.

Dr. Shaikha Rana congrat-
uled Abunnasr on his new 
appointment, wishing him 
continued success. 

 She hailed strong broth-
erly relations between the 
two Kingdoms, commend-
ing the Saudi stances under 
the leadership of Custodian 
of the Two Holy Mosques, 
King Salman bin Abdelaziz 
Al Saud, in supporting Bah-
rain. For his part, the Sau-
di undersecretary hailed 
growing bilateral relations 
at all levels, in light of the 
support given by His Maj-
esty King Hamad bin Isa Al 
Khalifa and the Custodian 
of the Two Holy Mosques.

They also discussed a 
number of issues of com-
mon concern.

A screenshot of the video call between the Foreign Minister and the EU Mission head.


