
Iran says fired ‘warning missiles’ 
at US destroyers in Gulf of Oman

Washington denies any attack occurred and rejected Tehran’s account

• US destroyers 
allegedly left area

AFP | Tehran

Iran’s military said yesterday 
that it had fired what it de-
scribed as “warning missiles” 

toward two US destroyers in the 
Gulf of Oman, claiming the ves-
sels subsequently left the area, 
according to state media.

The military said the destroy-
ers departed the Gulf of Oman 
following the missile launches, 
according to a statement carried 
by state news agency IRNA.

Iranian authorities said the 
operation was conducted in re-
sponse to what they described 
as maritime interference and the 
seizure of commercial vessels 
and oil tankers by US naval forces.

The US military’s Central Com-
mand denied that any such inci-
dent had occurred.

“Iranian forces did NOT attack 
or fire at US Navy warships. Do-
ing so would be a gross violation 
of the ceasefire.”

It added that US forces “contin-
ue to operate freely in regional 

waters” and were enforcing re-
strictions on Iranian maritime 
traffic.

The incident is the latest dis-
pute involving a ceasefire an-
nounced on April 8 that has 
largely halted hostilities between 
Iran, the United States and Israel 

following the outbreak of war on 
February 28.

Efforts to end the conflict 
through direct and mediated 
negotiations have so far failed to 
produce a final agreement.

US Secretary of State Marco 
Rubio said on Wednesday that 

Washington was “no longer 
conducting sustained strikes” 
against Iran and that Operation 
Epic Fury, the US designation 
for its military campaign, had 
concluded.

He added that the United 
States had significantly degrad-

ed Iran’s remaining air and naval 
capabilities.

Iran has imposed restrictions 
on shipping through the Strait 
of Hormuz since the start of the 
conflict.

The United States later intro-
duced measures targeting Ira-
nian ports and maritime com-
merce.

China’s Xi to visit 
North Korea 
next week
AFP | Beijing

Chinese President Xi 
Jinping will visit North 

Korea next week, state me-
dia said yesterday, the lat-
est in a series of high-level 
summits as Beijing asserts 
its position as a diplomatic 
superpower on the world 
stage.

State broadcaster CCTV 
said that Xi would visit from 
June 8 to 9 at the invita-
tion of North Korean leader 
Kim Jong Un, his first trip to 
Pyongyang in seven years.

Beijing is a vital source of 
political and economic sup-
port to North Korea, which 
is one of the most diplomat-
ically isolated countries in 
the world and under heavy 
international sanctions.

The upcoming meeting 
will be Xi’s first official 
trip abroad this year, and 
comes after he hosted back-
to-back summits with US 
President Donald Trump 
and Russia’s Vladimir Putin 
last month.

Australia seizes 100,000 
cockroaches in bug-breeder bust
AFP | Sydney

Wildlife officers have 
busted an illegal cock-

roach-breeding operation 
in rural Australia, seizing a 
skin-crawling haul worth more 
than $100,000 on the black 
market for exotic bugs.

More than 100,000 contra-
band cockroaches were found 
in a raid on a commercial 
breeder in the town of Bathurst, 
west of Sydney, Australia’s en-
vironment department said 
yesterday.

They found Madagascar 
“hissing” cockroaches, a bulky 
insect named for its noisy de-

fence mechanism, and dubia 
cockroaches, an invasive critter 
bred as a snack for pet lizards.

Photos showed one of the 
seized Madagascar cockroach-
es was almost big enough to 
completely cover the palm of 

an adult hand.
“We take our job protecting 

Australia’s unique biodiversity 
and breaches of national envi-
ronment law very seriously,” 
an environment department 
spokesman said.

Madonna stuns fans with 
New York pop-up concert
AFP | New York

To the delight of hundreds 
of lucky fans, the Material 

Girl... suddenly materialized in 
New York’s Times Square for a 
pop-up concert.

Madonna, 67, strutted her 
stuff in a pink corset, blue bra, 
thigh-highs and blue shades 
Thursday night to promote her 
upcoming album “Confessions 
II” and kick off Pride Month.

Fans had short notice to show 
up in the landmark Manhattan 
plaza to catch the impromptu 
15-minute set sponsored by gay 
dating site Grindr, which also 
livestreamed the show.

Performing from a stage set 
inside one of Times Square’s 
huge LED displays, Madonna 
sang six tracks including “Hung 

Up,” “Get Together” and “I Love 
New York” from her 2005 al-
bum “Confessions on a Dance 
Floor.”

Madonna during the event concert
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At Barakah NPP,  I 
met the team that 

responded to the May 
17 drone strike. Trained 
by the @IAEAorg , they 
demonstrated the profes-
sionalism, skills and pre-
paredness that nuclear 
safety demands every day.

@rafaelmgrossi

UNICEF delivers #For-
EveryChild, thanks 

to our partners, donors 
and supporters around 
the world. Last year, we 
responded to over 100 
emergencies, saving and 
improving the lives of 
millions of children. As 
a global community we 
must do even more. Chil-
dren are counting on us.

@unicefchief

The Western Balkans 
are an integral part 

of the European Union’s 
future. Their accession 
remains our priority and 
a crucial geopolitical in-
vestment.

@eucopresident

We are building a 
more independent 

European Union. A Union 
that’s more secure, resil-
ient and complete. And it 
will not be complete with-
out the Western Balkans

@vonderleyen

 Disclaimer: (Views expressed 
by columnists are personal and 
need not necessarily reflect our 

editorial stances)
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While Iran alleged 
maritime misconduct, 

US Secretary of 
State Marco Rubio 

noted that previous 
operations had 

already successfully 
wiped out Iran’s entire 
conventional navy and 

remaining air force 
assets

KNOW WHAT

Ireland bans 
two Israeli 
ministers 
from entering 
country
AFP | Dublin

Ireland announced yes-
terday it has banned 

Israeli National Securi-
ty Minister Itamar Ben 
Gvir and finance min-
ister Bezalel Smotrich 
from entering the coun-
try, slamming their be-
haviour towards pro-Pal-
estinian activists.

Justice Minister Jim 
O’Callaghan “has in-
structed immigration 
officers to refuse entry to 
Itamar Ben Gvir -- Min-
ister for National Securi-
ty of Israel, and Bezalel 
Smotrich, Minister of Fi-
nance of Israel -- should 
they seek to enter the 
state,” a justice ministry 
statement said.

Ukrainian sea drone explodes in 
Romanian port, no casualties
AFP | Bucharest

Ukrainian sea drone ex-
plodes in Romanian port, 

no casualties.
The sea drone was “of the 

type used in the war in Ukraine” 
and not part of the Romanian 
military’s inventory, Bucha-
rest’s defence ministry said in 
a statement, adding the device 
“self-destructed around 10:30 
am local time (0730 GMT) with-
out causing any casualties”.

Ukraine confirmed the de-
vice was one of its naval drones, 
saying it had been knocked off 
course by Russian electronic 
interference.

“While carrying out missions 
in the Black Sea operational 
area, one of the Ukrainian Na-
vy’s unmanned surface vessels 
came under the influence of 
the enemy’s electronic warfare 
systems, lost control, and ended 
up near the coast of Romania,” 
Ukraine’s navy said.

Ukrainian foreign ministry 
spokesman Georgii Tykhyi said 
Kyiv had “informed the Roma-
nian side in a timely manner 
of a naval drone that had lost 
control because of Russian jam-
ming”, adding effective coordi-
nation had ensured the taking of 
“necessary measures to prevent 
harm to civilians”.

Tykhyi added: “This incident 
shows once again that Rus-
sia’s ongoing full-scale aggres-
sion poses a threat not only to 
Ukraine, but to the entire re-
gion.”

“These are Ukrainian un-
manned maritime vehicles,” the 
Russian embassy in Bucharest 
said earlier on Telegram.

“Attempts to l ink these 
drones, directly or indirectly, to 
Russia and to attribute respon-
sibility for the incident to Russia 
are completely unfounded,” the 
embassy added.

The incident came a week 
after a Russian aerial drone 
injured two people when it 
crashed onto an apartment 
building in Galati, near Roma-
nia’s border with Ukraine.

Romania, a European Union 
and NATO member, has report-
ed dozens of airspace breach-
es since the start of the war in 
Ukraine in 2022, blaming Rus-
sia.

It has asked the Atlantic alli-

ance to bolster air defences.
Romanian President Nicusor 

Dan said on X that yesterday’s 
“significant security incident” 
represents “the direct conse-
quences of the war of aggres-
sion launched by Russia against 
Ukraine”, which requires “a 
high level of vigilance”.

The president of the Europe-
an Commission, Ursula von der 
Leyen, also said the incident 
was a direct consequence or 
Russia’s war in Ukraine.

“It is increasingly becoming a 
direct threat to countries on our 
Eastern border,” she wrote on X.

NATO said it was monitoring 
the situation after Romania in-
formed it of the incident.

“We continue to closely coor-
dinate with the Romanian au-
thorities,” a NATO official said.
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Gustav Vasa is 
elected King of 
Sweden, ending 
the Kalmar Union

French transport 
the first African 
slaves to 
Louisiana

The death of Yuan Shikai, ruler of much of China 
since 1912, causes central government to virtually 
collapse in the face of pressure from warlords, and 
from political reformers including Sun Yat-Sen

30,000 Israeli 
troops invade 
Lebanon to drive 
out the PLO

Lebanese leaders rebuke Iran as 
Israel, Hezbollah trade attacks

Beirut insisted diplomacy remains the only path to ending the conflict

• New ceasefire 
collapses quickly

• Aoun backs 
negotiations with Israel

AFP | Beirut

Lebanon’s leaders issued 
pointed calls for Iran to 
stop interfering in their 

country’s affairs yesterday, as 
Israel and the Tehran-backed 
Hezbollah traded attacks after a 
new truce deal collapsed before 
it even began.

Lebanese state media reported 
fresh Israeli strikes on around 
40 locations in southern Leba-
non yesterday, with some caus-
ing casualties, while Hezbollah 
claimed new attacks on Israeli 
troops who have invaded the 
south, including with drones and 

rockets.
Lebanon was drawn into the 

wider Middle East war when 
Hezbollah attacked Israel on 
March 2 to avenge the Febru-
ary 28 killing of Iran’s supreme 
leader.

Iran, in its peace negotiations 
with Washington, has repeatedly 
insisted that the fighting in Leb-
anon and the war in the Gulf are 
inextricably linked.

Lebanese Prime Minister 
Nawaf Salam addressed Iran’s 
leaders in frank terms during 
a press conference yesterday, 
telling them: “Have mercy on 
our south, stop treating it and 
its people as merely a bargaining 
chip to improve the terms of your 
negotiations.”

“We are the people of a sover-
eign nation that refuses to serve 
as a mailbox for the messages of 
others or as an open battlefield 
for their wars,” he added. “The 
south is not anyone’s reserve 

front.”
Lebanese President Joseph 

Aoun, echoing Salam’s “bar-
gaining chip” remark, offered a 
similar message for Iran in an 
interview with CNN.

“It’s not your country, it’s our 
country,” he said. “It’s not your 
job to interfere into our country.”

Lebanese and Israeli envoys in 
Washington agreed to a truce this 
week that according to a state-
ment is conditional on a “com-

plete cessation” of Hezbollah 
fire, without mentioning a halt 
to Israeli attacks. 

Hezbollah flatly rejected the 
deal on Thursday, demanding in-
stead a comprehensive ceasefire 
and full Israeli withdrawal from 
south Lebanon.

Lebanese parliament speaker 
and Hezbollah ally Nabih Ber-
ri said yesterday that the group 
would withdraw from the area 
south of Lebanon’s Litani River if 
these conditions were met.

Hezbollah had vehemently op-
posed the government’s direct 
engagement with Israel, with its 
leader Naim Qassem describing 
the talks as a “farce and humilia-
tion” -- a stance Aoun took issue 
with yesterday.

“Hezbollah must understand 
that (there is) no other way but to 
sit and talk, no other way to solve 
this problem and to save what’s 
left except through negotiation 
and diplomacy,” he told CNN.

 ‘How long will this go on?’ 

Israel has staged its deepest in-
cursion in two decades into Leb-
anon, and yesterday it warned 
residents of nine towns and vil-
lages, including Sarafand on the 
coastal road between Tyre and 
Sidon, to immediately evacuate.

Lebanon’s official National 
News Agency reported mass dis-
placement from some of the vil-
lages, and subsequently reported 
strikes there.

An overnight Israeli strike near 
the city of Tyre’s Jabal Amel hos-
pital killed four people, wound-
ed seven and lightly damaged 
the facility, while another in a 
residential area killed three and 
wounded five, including two 
children, according to a civil de-
fence source.

An AFP correspondent saw a 
heavily damaged bank near the 
hopsital, one of only three in the 
city.

Iranians swim at Suru Beach in Bandar Abbas along the Strait of Hormuz

People inspect the aftermath at the site of an Israeli strike that hit the previous day in the southern Lebanese coastal city of Tyre

One of the 100,000 contraband cockroaches found in a raid on a commercial 
breeder in the town of Bathurst

‘Extremely intelligent’ 
bear at large in Japan 
after hurting four

AFP | Tokyo

An “extremely intelligent” 
bear that injured four peo-

ple in northern Japan remains 
at large as of yesterday, after 
apparently unlatching a win-
dow while evading capture 
and turning on a water tap, 
officials said.

A record 13 people were 
killed by bears in Japan last 
year, and there has been a jump 
in sightings as the animals 
emerge hungry from hiber-
nation.

After attacking four people 
at two factories in Fukushima 
on Tuesday, the bear took shel-
ter inside one of the buildings, 
local media reported.

It dodged capture despite ef-
forts by hunters and respond-

ers equipped with traps and 
anaesthetic guns, and escaped 
late Wednesday.

The bear remains at large as 
of yesterday morning, a Fuku-
shima official said.

Fukushima city mayor Yuki 
Baba told reporters Thursday 
that evidence suggested the 
animal “unlocked the window 
on its own” to flee, adding that 
claw marks had been found 
near the exit.

It is also believed the bear 
“turned on the water tap” to 
drink, he added, describing it 
as “extremely intelligent”.

“With the cooperation 
of hunters, police and fire-
fighters, I believe we took 
all possible measures avail-
able to us” to catch it, Baba  
said.

A “Bear in Area” warning sign displayed near a forest in Akita Prefecture

A view of Romania’s Constata port

We are the people of a 
sovereign nation that 
refuses to serve as a 

mailbox for the messages 
of others or as an open 

battlefield for their 
wars. The south is not 
anyone’s reserve front
LEBANESE PRIME MINISTER NAWAF SALAM


