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We’re taking our 
cooperation to 

the next level. Proud of 
the deeper relationship 
between @Europarl_EN 
and @ecb through in-
creased transparen-
cy and accountability. 
Thank you President @
Lagarde for your lead-
ership and commitment 
to a reinforced currency 
and stronger eurozone.

@EP_President

The Earth is what we 
have in common, 

and plastic pollution is 
a global threat and im-
pacts all of us across 
the world. We must act, 
commit, and set new 
norms now to #BeatPlas-
ticPollution! #WorldEn-
vironmentDay

@KGeorgieva

This Pride Month, we 
celebrate the tre-

mendous progress we 
have made in the fight 
for equality – and we re-
dedicate ourselves to the 
work ahead.

@VP

Every day, the equiv-
alent of over 2,000 

garbage trucks full of 
plastic is dumped into 
our oceans, rivers & 
lakes. This #WorldEn-
vironmentDay is a call 
to #BeatPlasticPollution. 
We must work as one to 
break our addiction to 
plastic, champion zero 
waste & build a circular 
economy.

@antonioguterres

 Disclaimer: (Views expressed 
by columnists are personal and 
need not necessarily reflect our 

editorial stances)
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News in brief 
 u New Zealand 
honoured former prime 
minister Jacinda Ardern 

with the title of dame yesterday, citing her leadership 
after the 2019 Christchurch mosque massacre and during 
the Covid-19 pandemic. Ardern, 42, shocked New Zealand 
in January when she announced she was stepping down as 
prime minister and retiring from politics, saying she no longer 
had “enough in the tank”. Her successor, Prime Minister Chris 
Hipkins, said Ardern had been named a dame in the King’s 
Birthday and Coronation Honours List. King Charles III, who 

was ceremonially crowned on May 6, is also head of state in New Zealand.

 u Republican former vice 
president Mike Pence launched 
Monday his hotly-anticipated 
challenge to one-time boss Donald Trump for the 
party’s 2024 White House nomination, setting 
up the unusual scenario of two running mates 
becoming rivals. Pence, a 63-year-old evangelical 
Christian, filed his nomination papers with the Federal 
Election Commission ahead of an official declaration to 
be made by video Wednesday in the early voting state of Iowa -- joining an already 
crowded primary field. He spent his 2017-21 tenure as vice president honing his 
reputation as a loyal deputy who brought the religious right into the tent and who 
was willing to defend the president against any accusation.

 u Several Russian radio 
stations were hacked and 
played a fake President 

Vladimir Putin speech announcing an invasion 
from Kyiv’s troops and emergency measures 
in three regions bordering Ukraine, the 
Kremlin said yesterday. The hacking comes 
amid several reported incursion attempts and 
intense shelling in south-western Belgorod, 
and as Kyiv says it is preparing a long-expected 

counteroffensive. The fake message, still circulating on social media, said 
“Ukrainian troops armed to the teeth by Nato and with Washington’s consent and 
support have invaded the Kursk, Belgorod and Bryansk” territories. The voice, 
very similar to Putin’s, also announced martial law, general mobilisation and the 
evacuation of civilians in those three regions.

New Zealand gives former 
PM Ardern title of dame

Russian radio stations hacked, 
played fake Putin message

Ex-VP Pence jumps into 
2024 White House race

Russia says repelled ‘large-scale’ 
Ukraine offensive in Donetsk
Russian army claims to have repelled Ukraine attack and said that enemy forces did not achieve their objectives

• Ukrainian forces 
launch large-scale 
offensive in five sectors 
of the front in the south 
of Donetsk region

AFP | Washington

Russia said yesterday it had 
repelled “a large-scale 
offensive” by Ukrainian 

forces in the Moscow occupied 
Donetsk region as Kyiv was si-
lent about plans to claw back lost 
territory.

Ukrainian officials meanwhile 
were expected to hold talks with 
Pope Francis’ peace envoy, Ital-
ian Cardinal Matteo Zuppi, who 
headed to Kiev yesterday for two 
days of negotiations.

Ukraine says it has been pre-
paring a major offensive after 
months of stalemate to recapture 
territory lost since Russian Pres-
ident Vladimir Putin sent troops 
in February last year.

But officials have been tight-
lipped about the details, saying 

there would be no formal an-
nouncement about the start of 
the operation.

On Sunday, Ukrainian Defence 
Minister Oleksiy Reznikov posted 
a cryptic tweet, citing lyrics from 
Depeche Mode’s song, “Enjoy the 
Silence.”

“Words are very unnecessary,” 
he tweeted. “They can only do 
harm.”

Military experts expect Ukrain-
ian forces to test Russian defences 
for weaknesses before starting a 
full-blown offensive.

Early yesterday, Russia’s de-
fence ministry said that on Sun-
day “the enemy launched a large-
scale offensive in five sectors of 
the front” in the south of the 
Donetsk region.

“A total of six mechanised and 

two tank battalions of the enemy 
were involved,” it said in a Tele-
gram post, adding that Ukrainian 
troops had hit “the most vulner-
able, in their opinion, sector of 
the front”.

“The enemy did not achieve 
their tasks, they had no success.”

The ministry posted what it 

said was a video of the battle, 
showing Ukrainian armoured 
vehicles coming under heavy fire.

Putin’s top commander in 
Ukraine, Valery Gerasimov, “was 
at one of the advanced command 
posts,” the ministry said.

A high-profile Russian war 
correspondent, Alexander Kots, 
said that “battles have been going 
on” in the area of Ugledar, in the 
south of the Donetsk region, and 
also further north in Soledar and 
Bakhmut, which were occupied 
by Moscow’s forces after months 
of fighting.

Kots said Ukrainian forces were 
“conducting offensive operations” 
in and around the frontline hot-
spot of Bakhmut which Russian 
mercenary group Wagner claimed 
last month had fallen to Moscow.

He suggested that Kyiv had not 
yet “introduced the main forces 
into battle.”

‘The fight will be serious’ 
A Moscow-installed official also 

said that Ukrainian troops were 
on the offensive in the southern 
region of Zaporizhzhia, home to 
Europe’s largest nuclear plant, 

which has been under control of 
Russia’s forces since the start of 
Moscow’s offensive.

“It looks like the die has been 
cast and the next couple of months 
will clear up a lot. The fight will 
be serious, because there is a lot 
at stake,” Rogov added.

Large parts of Donetsk have 
been held by pro-Moscow sep-
aratists since 2014. It is one of 
four eastern Ukrainian territories 
that Russia formally annexed in 
September last year, along with 
Lugansk, Zaporizhzhia and Kher-
son.

Speaking to reporters in New 
Delhi, US Secretary of Defense 
Lloyd Austin said that Ukrainian 
authorities would make an an-
nouncement “at the right time”.

“We can talk about what we’re 
seeing and we’re seeing contin-
ued operations in and around the 
Bakhmut area,” he added.

“We’re seeing an uptick in ac-
tivity south of there.”

The Vatican said that Italian 
Cardinal Matteo Zuppi headed 
to Kiev yesterday as Pope Fran-
cis’ peace envoy for talks with 
Ukrainian authorities on the war.

Spell it out: Paris’ Champs-
Elysees hosts mass ‘dictation’

AFP | Paris

Not to be outdone by US-
style spelling bee extrav-

aganzas, Paris’s most famous 
street the Champs-Elysees was 
transformed into an open-air 
mass “dictation” spellathon 
Sunday, pitting thousands of 
France’s brainiest bookworms 
against one another.

Revealing a very French love 
affair with words, over 50,000 
applied to participate in the 
event, a world first, in which 
hopefuls attempt to faithfully 

and without error transcribe a 
text read to them.

Over 5,000 applicants aged 
10-90 were chosen to partic-
ipate in three sessions led by 
novelist Rachid Santaki.

With 1,779 desks laid out on 
Paris’ most famous boulevard 
in each session, organisers had 
sought to break the world re-
cord for a dictation spelling 
competition.

In the first round, an ex-
cerpt of La Mule du Pape by 
renowned French writer Al-
phonse Daudet was read by 
journalist Augustin Trapenard, 
of Libraries Without Borders.

Silence fell when the first 
session started, but for 10-year-
old Samson, the dictation was 
“too fast”. He gave up.

In his final year of primary 
school, top student Antoine 
attended with his father and, 
despite being a star pupil, he 
had struggled to fill his page.

“It was impossible! The dic-
tation was for adults,” he said.

His father Adrien Blind, 42, 
was equally relieved when the 
session wrapped, saying he 
“was in a state of stress and 
worry”.

Prince Harry to make history 
with UK court testimony

AFP | London

Prince Harry will become the 
first senior British royal to give 

evidence in court for more than 
a century when he testifies this 
week against a tabloid newspaper 
publisher.

Harry, 38, is expected to take the 
witness stand at London’s High 
Court in a trial considering unlaw-
ful information-gathering claims 
against Mirror Group Newspapers 
(MGN).

King Charles III’s younger son 
and other high-profile figures al-
lege that the publisher engaged in 
illegal activities, including phone 
hacking, at its titles and are seek-
ing damages.

The case is one of several that 
Harry has brought against British 
newspaper groups since stepping 
down from royal duties in early 
2020 and relocating to the United 
States.

The MGN trial, which is ex-
pected to last up to seven weeks, 

kicked off last month, days after 
Charles’s May 6 coronation which 
Harry attended.

The California-based prince 
also made a surprise appearance 
at the High Court in March for 
a privacy claim he and others 
have launched against Associated 
Newspapers (ANL).

Trains resume service 51 hours after deadly India crash
AFP | Balasore

Passenger and freight trains 
were running again yester-

day at the site of India’s dead-
liest train disaster in decades, 
which officials said was caused 
by failures linked to signal sys-
tems.

Trains rumbled past the de-
bris of smashed carriages from 
Friday night’s crash near Ba-
lasore in the eastern state of 
Odisha, where nearly 300 peo-
ple were killed and hundreds 
injured.

Officials had initially report-
ed the death toll stood at 288, 
but the Odisha state govern-
ment has since revised the toll 
down to 275 after some bod-
ies were mistakenly counted  
twice.

Of the 1,175 injured, 382 were 
still being treated in hospital, 
authorities said on Sunday.

However, many fear the death 

toll could still rise with medical 
centres overwhelmed by the 
number of casualties, many in 
serious condition.

Green netting was erected on 
either side of the tracks, shield-
ing the crumpled carriages, 
which had been pushed down 

the embankment, from the view 
of travelling passengers.

Railway minister Ashwini 
Vaishnaw was seen folding his 
hands in prayer as he saw the 
first train cross the site of the 
disaster late Sunday.

The railways ministry said the 

first train, a goods train loaded 
with coal, started 51 hours after 
the crash.

It was not immediately clear 
if all the tracks had been fully 
repaired, with trains yesterday 
using only lines on one side.

Bizarre! 3-year-old boy chews snake to death in India
Times Now | Farrukhabad

In a bizarre incident, a three-year-old 
boy chewed a snakelet to its death in 

Farrukhabad district of Uttar Pradesh state 
in India.

Akshay, the child was playing outside 
his home when a snake appeared in front 
of him. 

He started playing with the snake by 
putting it in his mouth. 

Few moments later, he started screaming, 
following which his grandmother rushed 
and was shocked to find the dead snakelet 

clamped in his mouth.
“I pulled it out and cleaned his mouth 

and alerted the child’s parents,” the boy’s 
grandmother Sunita said.

His horrified parents took the child to a 
hospital. They also put the dead snakelet 
in a polybag to explain the entire incident 
to the doctors. After keeping the boy un-
der observation for 24 hours, the doctors 
declared him out of danger, Times of India 
reported.

Speaking to Times of India, Dr Moham-
mad Salim Ansari, who observed the child, 
said necessary medicines had been admin-
istered to the boy and that he was doing fine 
and had been discharged. “It appears the 
snakelet was of a non-venomous species,” 
he added.

Railway workers help to restore services at the accident site of a three-train 
collision near Balasore

The remains of the chewed up snake

This photograph shows the prestigious Champs-Elysees Avenue, transformed 
into a giant classroom hosting participants, as they attempt to beat the 
record of the “World’s Biggest Dictation” in Paris

Britain’s Prince Harry looks during King Charles III’s coronation ceremony (file photo)

US, China join naval drills in Indonesia despite rifts
AFP | Jakarta

The United States and China 
have sent warships to the 

multinational naval drills that 
began in Indonesia yesterday, 
despite the rifts between the 
two powers.

Washington and Beijing are 
engaged in fierce competition 
on diplomatic, military, tech-
nological and economic fronts.

The US military has stepped 
up its Asia-Pacific operations to 
counter an increasingly asser-
tive China, which has recently staged several rounds of war 

drills around Taiwan.
But both dispatched warships 

to the 2023 Multilateral Naval 
Exercise (MNEK) hosted by In-
donesia in its eastern waters off 
Sulawesi island from yesterday 
to Thursday.

The US Navy has sent a litto-
ral combat ship to the exercise, 
a US embassy spokesperson in 
Jakarta said on Sunday.

The drills will allow the Unit-
ed States to “join together with 
like-minded nations, our allies 
and our partners to work on 
solving common challenges” 
such as humanitarian and dis-
aster response, the spokesper-
son said. The Chinese defence 
ministry said last week that it 
would send a destroyer and a 
frigate at the invitation of the 
Indonesian navy.

Pill halves risk of death in type of lung cancer
AFP | Paris

A pill has been shown to 
halve the risk of death from 

a certain type of lung cancer 
when taken daily after surgery 
to remove the tumour accord-
ing to clinical trial results pre-
sented on Sunday.

The results were unveiled in 
Chicago at the largest annual 
conference of cancer special-
ists, hosted by the American 
Society for Clinical Oncology 
(ASCO).

Lung cancer is the form of 
the disease that causes the most 
deaths, with approximately 1.8 
million fatalities every year 
worldwide.

The treatment developed 
by the pharmaceutical group 
AstraZeneca is called osime-
rtinib and is marketed under 
the name Tagrisso. It targets a 
particular type of lung cancer 
in patients suffering from so-

called non-small cell cancer, 
the most common type, and 
showing a particular type of 
mutation.

These mutations, on what is 
called the epidermal growth 
factor receptor, or EGFR, affect 
10 percent to 25 percent of lung 
cancer patients in the United 
States and Europe, and 30 to 40 
percent in Asia.

The clinical trial included 
some 680 participants at an ear-
ly stage of the disease (stages 1b 
to 3a), in more than 20 coun-
tries. They had to have been 
operated on first to remove the 
tumor, then half of the patients 
took the treatment daily, and 
the other a placebo.

Four dead in plane crash that 
sparked Washington alert
AFP | Washington

US officials said yester-
day there were no survi-

vors from the Virginia crash 
of a small plane carrying four 
people, a day after the unre-
sponsive aircraft prompted the 
scrambling of fighter jets from 
Washington.

The Cessna Citation slammed 
into mountainous terrain Sun-
day afternoon some 170 miles 
(275 kilometers) southwest of 
the capital, according to the 
Federal Aviation Administra-
tion which was investigating 
the incident.

F-16s earlier chased the air-
craft at high speed -- triggering 
a sonic boom across Washing-
ton and its suburbs, startling 
residents and rattling windows 
and walls for miles.

Virginia State Police said in 
a statement sent to AFP that 
first responders reached the 
site near the town of Staunton 
by foot some four hours after 
the crash.

“No survivors were located” 
and the search efforts were sus-
pended, state police said.

President Joe Biden, who was 
at the White House and also 
played golf Sunday, was briefed 
on the incident, an official said 
without specifying whether any 
emergency precautions were 

implemented.
The civilian plane had tak-

en off from Elizabethton, Ten-

nessee bound for Long Island 
MacArthur Airport in New 
York, the FAA said. But flight 
tracking website Flightradar24 
indicated it turned around af-
ter flying over Long Island and 
headed back south over Wash-
ington and into Virginia.

“There were four people on 
board,” the FAA said in a state-
ment. “The FAA and NTSB (Na-
tional Transportation Safety 
Board) will investigate,” and 
a preliminary accident report 
was expected later yesterday, 
it added.

US authorities had yet to of-
ficially identify those on board, 
but comments by two relatives 
of people believed to have been 
on the plane provided some 
initial insight.

A photograph shows a damaged building after a missile strike in the town of 
Kramatorsk, Donetsk region (file photo)

US Navy destroyer USS Chung-Hoon observes the Chinese PLA Navy vessel 
Luyang III (top) while on a transit through the Taiwan Strait

Smoke rises from the wreckage of the plane after the crash

A man looks at an image of a lung 
x-ray (file photo)

Large parts of Donetsk 
have been held by 

pro-Moscow separa-
tists since 2014. It is 
one of four eastern 

Ukrainian territories 
that Russia formally 

annexed in September 
last year, along with 

Luhansk, Zaporizhzhia 
and Kherson
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Gustav Vasa is elected 
King of Sweden, 
marking the end of 
the Kalmar Union

The death of Yuan Shikai, ruler of much of China 
since 1912, causes central government to virtually 
collapse in the face of pressure from warlords, and 
from political reformers including Sun Yat-sen

Operation Overlord: D-Day begins 
as the 156,000-strong Allied Expe-
ditionary Force lands in Norman-
dy, France, during World War II

30,000 Israeli 
troops invade 
Lebanon to drive 
out the PLO
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out on Paris’ most 
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in each session, or-
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to break the world 

record for a dictation 
spelling competition
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The civilian plane 
had taken off from 

Elizabethton, Tennes-
see bound for Long 
Island MacArthur 

Airport in New York, 
the FAA said. But 

flight tracking web-
site Flightradar24 
indicated it turned 
around after flying 

over Long Island and 
headed back south 

over Washington and 
into Virginia


