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30 529 1948 1969 TODAY 
IN 

HISTORY
Scholars estimate for the cruci-
fixion of Jesus by Roman troops 
in Jerusalem [or April 3]

First draft of Corpus Juris Civilis or 
the Justinian Code (a fundamental 
work in jurisprudence) is issued by 

Eastern Roman Emperor Justinian I

World Health Organization is formed by 
the United Nations

The Internet’s 
symbolic birth date: 
publication of RFC 1

US Central 
Command “and the 

rest of the joint 
force remain ready 

to resume major 
combat operations 

against Iran if 
ordered to do so. No 

adversary should 
mistake our current 
restraint with a lack 

of resolve
GENERAL DAN CAINE

These attacks are 
unacceptable. 
Security in the 

(Gulf) region has 
direct consequences 

for Europe”.
EU CHIEF URSULA VON DER LEYEN

Return to the 
negotiating table 

and stop holding the 
region and the world 

hostage
GERMAN CHANCELLOR FRIEDRICH 

MERZ

We’re not looking for a fight. But Iran also 
cannot be allowed to block innocent countries 

and their goods from an international 
waterway. If you attack American troops or 
innocent commercial shipping, you will face 

overwhelming and devastating American 
firepower

PETE HEGSETH

W I D E  A N G L E 

 JOEL INDRUPATI

Two British Kings. One 
Timeless Message

King George VI’s 
1939 address 
was a call for 

unity, calm, and 
resolve in the 

face of a brutal 
war—against 

what he described 
as the “primitive 

doctrine that 
might is right.

The King’s Speech, an Oscar-winning historical drama 
from 2011, showed King George VI’s struggles with his 
speech impediment. His severe stammer and his painful 

efforts to overcome it revealed his human side, making him 
relatable.

When his elder brother abdicated the throne of the United 
Kingdom, George VI was suddenly thrust into the forefront. 
Then came the outbreak of World War II. And at a moment 
when his nation—and much of the world—needed reassurance, 
he faced a daunting ques-
tion: how could he speak?

The rapidly-evolving 
technology of radio only 
heightened his stress. 
For a man who had nev-
er sought the throne, the 
weight of a planet-span-
ning empire must have 
seemed overwhelming. 
The realization that his 
individual voice would 
have a global impact must 
have felt unnerving.

Yet he accepted his 
role. After long and tire-
some training, under his 
tough and unconventional 
speech therapist, he be-
came prepared.  And he 
delivered his first war-
time broadcast on Sep-
tember 3, 1939.

That address has be-
come historic. It is now 
remembered for its pow-
erful opening: “In this 
grave hour, perhaps the 
most fateful in our his-
tory…”

It underscored Britain’s 
efforts to seek peace, and 
its reluctant but firm de-
cision to go to war in de-
fense of freedom. Broad-
cast by the BBC, his voice 
reached audiences across 
the UK, Australia, Canada, 
New Zealand, India, and many other colonies and 
dominions of the then British empire.

Now, fast-forward to April 2026. His grandson, King Charles 
III delivered a speech which also became historic. It went 
around the globe.

Addressing the U.S. Congress at the United States Capitol, his 
words resonated not just in the chamber but across the world 
in real time—amplified by television and social media.

We must understand the moment. It was delicate. It was sen-
sitive. Political tensions had strained U.S.-UK relations, particu-
larly over Britain’s decision not to engage in the Iran conflict.

Now described as a high-stakes diplomatic moment, this 
speech balanced candour with tact. With touches of humour, 
it carried the weight of the times—calling for unity, reaffirm-
ing democratic values, supporting Ukraine, and strengthening 
NATO in what the king had termed a “volatile world.”

The audience response was striking: twelve standing ovations 
from the US Congress. His speech was diplomacy in action. It 
skillfully navigated disagreement while reaffirming the en-
during bond between the two nations—even 250 years after 
American independence. It acknowledged differences, yet 
emphasized shared responsibility. Especially, in safeguarding 
democracy, global security, and the environment.

King George VI’s 1939 address was a call for unity, calm, and 
resolve in the face of a brutal war—against what he described as 
the “primitive doctrine that might is right.” Today, King Charles 
III echoes that spirit, urging renewed partnership and collective 
responsibility in an equally uncertain world.

The contexts differ, but the core message remains unchanged. 
Then, as now, the world stands at uneasy crossroads. Then, as 
now, the answer lies not in division, but in unity—tempered 
by calm, guided by wisdom, and anchored in a genuine desire 
for peace.

For history reminds us of a simple truth: when leaders rise 
above fear and ambition, and speak not just to power but to 
conscience, their words can steady nations.

And then perhaps, geopolitical structures will see less pop-
ulism and ego, and more understanding and dialogue
(The views and opinions expressed in this article are those of the author and 
do not necessarily reflect the official policy or position of the Daily Tribune)

Ceasefire on brink US combat ready
US threatens ‘devastating’ response to any Iran attack on shipping Israel ready to deploy ‘entire air force’ against Iran if needed: new chief

Iran Nobel 
winner 
Mohammadi 
‘between life 
and death’: 
supporters
AFP | Paris, France

Jailed Iranian Nobel 
Peace Prize winner 

Narges Mohammadi is 
fighting for her life after 
being hospitalised under 
guard for the last five days 
with a heart condition, 
her supporters said on 
Tuesday.

“We are not just fight-
ing for the freedom of 
Narges, we are fighting 
so that her heart contin-
ues to beat,” said her Par-
is-based lawyer Chirinne 
Ardakani at a news con-
ference of her supporters, 
adding that the 2023 au-
reate was now “between 
life and death”.

AFP | Washington, United States

The United States is "not look-
ing for a fight" over the Strait 

of Hormuz and its ceasefire with 
Iran still holds, but any attack on 
commercial shipping will be met 
with a "devastating" response, 
the Pentagon chief said yester-
day.

The warning from Pete Heg-
seth came on the second day of 
a US effort to facilitate the transit 
of commercial ships through the 
Strait of Hormuz, which Iran 
had closed in response to the 
US-Israeli war against the Islam-
ic republic.

Top US military officer General 
Dan Caine meanwhile said US 
forces are ready to resume major 
combat operations against Iran if 
ordered to do so.

"No adversary 
s h o u l d 

mistake our current restraint 
with a lack of resolve," said 
Caine, who spoke alongside 
Hegseth.

Admiral Brad Cooper, the com-
mander responsible for US troops 
in the Middle East, said Monday 
that Washington's forces had 
intercepted missiles and drones 

fired by 

Iran and also destroyed six small 
Iranian boats that threatened 
shipping.

But both Caine and Hegseth 
downplayed those hostilities, 
with the general describing it 
as "low harassing fire" and the 
Pentagon chief saying that "right 
now, the ceasefire certainly 
holds."

US a n d  Is ra e l i  f o rc e s 

launched the war against Iran 
on February 28, after which 
the Islamic republic closed the 
Strait of Hormuz -- a vital route 
for oil and gas exports -- while 
American forces later launched 
a blockade of Iranian ports.

President Donald Trump has 
indefinitely extended what was 
initially a two-week ceasefire, 
but the conflict -- and 

its widespread economic fallout 
-- remains unresolved.

Caine said there are currently 
"22,500 mariners embarked on 
more than 1,550 commercial ves-
sels trapped in the Arabian Gulf, 
unable to transit."

Cooper said Monday that the 
United States is not directly 
escorting ships but rather had 
cleared a safe path through the 
Strait of Hormuz and then put 
in place multi-layered defens-
es including ships, aircraft and 
electronic warfare to respond to 
any threats. Hegseth made clear 
in his remarks that the operation 
will not be open-ended.

"We're stabilizing the situation 
so commerce can flow again, 
but we expect the world to step 
up. At the appropriate time, and 
soon, we will hand responsibility 

back to you," he said.

The warnings came after Iran's chief negotiator said Tehran "had not even 
started yet" in the crucial trade route, after a spate of attacks by both sides 

on Monday threatened to reignite the Middle East war.

• Iran denied any of its combat ships had been hit in US attacks but 
accused Washington of killing five civilian passengers on boats.

• Denmark’s freight giant Maersk said yesterday that one of its ships 
had successfully sailed through the Hormuz under US escort.

India condemns drone strike on 
UAE, urges Hormuz access
AFP | New Delhi, India

India condemned a drone 
strike on an energy facility in 

Fujairah in which three Indians 
were injured, urging uninter-
rupted access to the Strait of 
Hormuz, the foreign ministry 
said yesterday. 

Iranian state TV said the Is-
lamic republic had “no pre-
planned programme” to attack 
oil facilities in the UAE.

“We call for immediate ces-
sation of these hostilities and 

the targeting of civilian in-
frastructure and innocent ci-
vilians,” India’s foreign min-
istry spokesperson Randhir 
Jaiswal said in a statement  
yesterday. 

“We also call for free and 
unimpeded navigation and 
commerce through the Strait 
of Hormuz in keeping with 
international law,” Jaiswal  
added.

“India stands ready to support 
all efforts for a peaceful resolu-
tion of issues.”

South Korea to 
review joining 
US Hormuz 
operation
AFP | Seoul, South Korea

South Korea said Tues-
day it will “review its 

position” on joining US 
operations in the Strait of 
Hormuz after President 
Donald Trump urged 
Seoul to take part follow-
ing an apparent Iranian 
attack on one of its ships.

South Korea’s foreign 
ministry said Tuesday 
that all 24 crew mem-
bers aboard the stricken 
HMM Namu -- including 
six South Korean nation-
als -- were unharmed.

Trump said the in-
cident should prompt 
South Korea to join 
American efforts to guide 
stranded ships through 
the strait. On Tuesday, 
South Korea’s defence 
ministry said it would 
“carefully review our 
position”, but did not 
commit to any change. 
It added that it had been 
“actively participating in 
international discussions 
on cooperation to ensure 
safe passage through the 
Strait of Hormuz”.

Ukraine to observe 
own truce with 
Russia starting May 
6, Zelensky says
AFP | Kyiv, Ukraine

Ukraine will observe its 
own truce with Russia 

starting May 6, Ukrainian 
President Volodymyr Zelen-
sky said Monday, after Mos-
cow declared a unilateral 
truce with Ukraine over the 
May 9 Russian holiday.

“As of today, there has 
been no official appeal to 
Ukraine regarding the mo-
dality of a cessation of hos-
tilities that is being claimed 
on Russian social media,” 
Zelensky said in a post on X.

“In this regard, we are 
announcing a ceasefire re-
gime starting at 00:00 (2100 
GMT) on the night of May 
5–6. In the time left until 
that moment, it is realistic 
to ensure that silence takes 
effect,” he added. Vessels are pictured anchored in the Strait of Hormuz off Bandar Abbas in southern Iran

France’s Macron to speak 
with Iran president
AFP | Yerevan, Armenia

French President 
Emmanuel Ma-

cron will speak with 
his Iranian counter-
part Masoud Pezesh-
kian later on Tuesday, 
as he pushed for Teh-
ran to reopen the Strait 
of Hormuz.

“I will be speaking with 
the Iranian president 
shortly,” Macron told 
reporters at a press 

conference in Yerevan, 
adding that France 
had long advocated 
for “the restoration 
of freedom of navi-
gation” in the vital 
waterway.

Britain calls for de-
escalation 

British Prime Minister Keir 
Starmer called for de-es-

calation in the Middle East af-
ter the United Arab Emirates 
reported attacks for the first 
time since a truce was declared 
nearly a month ago.

People cycle past a humanoid robot police officer in Hangzhou, in China’s eastern Zhejiang province on the third day of 
a five-day national May Day holiday. The tech hub’s traffic police deployed 15 humanoid robots in total to bolster their 
ranks on May 1.

Iran-China talks 

Iranian Foreign Minister Ab-
bas Araghchi will travel to 

Beijing on Tuesday for talks, 
the foreign ministry said, amid 
stalled negotiations with the 
United States.

Iran-FIFA meet

FIFA has invited the 
Iranian football fed-

eration (FFIRI) to its 
headquarters for talks 
over the country's par-
ticipation at this year's 
World Cup, a source told 
AFP.

Iran's presence at the 
tournament, held in the 
United States, Canada 
and Mexico between 
June 11 and July 19, has 
been shrouded in un-
certainty since the war 
erupted.

China fireworks factory 
explosion kills 26, injures 61

AFP | Beijing, China

The death toll from a giant 
explosion at a fireworks 

factory in central China rose 
to 26, with 61 more injured, 
officials said yesterday. 

The explosion occurred at 
around 4:43 pm on Monday at 
the Liuyang Huasheng Fire-
works Manufacturing and 
Display Company in Liuyang, 
Hunan province, state broad-
caster CCTV reported.

Following the blast, all fire-
works makers in Hunan's 
provincial capital Changsha, 

which administers Liuyang, 
had been ordered to stop pro-
duction ahead of safety inspec-
tions, CCTV said.

Videos on social media from 
Monday showed continuous 
explosions accompanied by 
a vast cloud of smoke rising 
high into the air in a rural area 
surrounded by mountains.

Drone footage from CCTV 
taken a day later showed a 
swathe of smouldering de-
bris where buildings had 
stood, with rescue workers 
and excavators scouring the  
rubble.

Firefighters spray water at the scene of a fireworks factory explosion in 
Liuyang, in China’s central Hunan province

Race to find port for cruise ship 
battling deadly rodent virus

• WHO tracing over 80 
people on flight taken 
by hantavirus victim

AFP | Praia, Cape Verde

Health authorities raced yes-
terday to find a port for 

a cruise ship battling a hanta-
virus outbreak, as it remained 
off the West African coast with 
passengers isolating after three 
people died.

The World Health Organiza-
tion said the MV Hondius could 
head from Cape Verde to Spain’s 
Canary Islands, though Spanish 
authorities said they wanted 

health data from the expedition 
vessel before opening up a port.

The ship had been on an ad-
venture cruise from Ushuaia 
in Argentina to Cape Verde off 
west Africa. It has been at the 
centre of an international alert 
since Saturday after it was re-
vealed that the rare disease -- 
spread from infected rodents 
typically through urine, drop-
pings and saliva -- was suspect-
ed in three deaths.

The priority now is to evac-
uate two sick crew members 
who require urgent care -- po-
tentially to the Netherlands -- 
and “then the ship can move”, 
WHO epidemic and pandemic 
preparedness and prevention 
director Maria Van Kerkhove 
said in Geneva.

So far, two hantavirus 
cases have been con-

firmed. 

A general view of the cruise ship MV 
Hondius stationary off the port of 
Praia, the capital of Cape Verde

Trump calls Iran war 
a ‘little skirmish’
AFP | Washington, United 
States

President Donald Trump 
yesterday sought to min-

imize the war with Iran, call-
ing it “a little skirmish.”

“We’re in a little skirmish 
military. I call it a skirmish, 
because Iran has no chance. 
They never did. They know 
it,” Trump said during an 
Oval Office event on physical 
fitness among American kids.

Trump often touts the 
conflict as a resounding suc-
cess, insisting for example 
that Iran’s navy has been de-
stroyed.

He sometimes openly calls 
it a war but more often tries 
to minimize it because the 
war is unpopular at home.

On Monday he called it a 
“mini-war.” And last month 
he described US military op-
erations against Iran as “a 
little excursion.”

Urges Iran to ‘do 
the smart thing’ 
AFP | Washington, United 
States

US President Donald Trump 
urged Iran yesterday to “do 

the smart thing” and make a 
deal, saying even as a Middle 
East ceasefire teetered that he 
did not want to kill more Irani-
ans. “They should do the smart 
thing, because we don’t want 
to go in and kill people. Really 
don’t,” Trump told reporters 
in the Oval Office when asked 
about Iran. “I don’t want to, it’s 
too tough.”

Suu Kyi’s son urges 
Myanmar to provide 
‘proof of life’

AFP | Paris, France

The son of Myanmar’s de-
posed leader Aung San 

Suu Kyi yesterday demand-
ed France’s help in seek-
ing independently verified 
proof of his mother’s life 
after she was transferred to 
house arrest, her lawyers 
said. The country’s junta 
chief-turned-president Min 
Aung Hlaing on Thursday 
ordered the 80-year-old No-
bel Peace Prize winner to 
be moved, five years after 
putting her into detention 
in a coup. But her son, Kim 
Aris, says he has still not 
heard from his mother, who 
remains massively popular 
inside Myanmar.

Judge orders 
German car-
ramming suspect 
to psychiatric 
hospital
AFP | Leipzig, Germany

A m a n  s u s p e c t e d  o f 
ploughing a car into a 

crowd in the German city 
of Leipzig, killing two peo-
ple, was ordered into a psy-
chiatric hospital by a judge 
yesterday.

The judge found “com-
pelling reasons” to believe 
that the 33-year-old suspect 
carried out the attack “in a 
state of at least significantly 
diminished responsibility”, 
prosecutors in Leipzig said 
in a statement.

The German national 
allegedly drove the vehi-
cle Monday at high speed 
down a main street in the 
historic centre of the east-
ern city, leaving two peo-
ple dead and several others  
wounded.


