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EU prepared for ‘every scenario’

France has repeatedly
pressed for the bloc
to unleash the potent
ACI trade tool

® Dubbed the EU’s
“bazooka”, it allows for
a range of responses
from tariffs

AFP | Yerevan, Armenia

U chief Ursula von der Ley-
Een said yesterday the bloc

is “prepared for every sce-
nario” after US President Donald
Trump threatened to hike levies
on European cars.

Trump vowed Friday to raise
tariffs on EU cars and trucks
from 15 to 25 percent, accus-
ing the bloc of reneging on a
trade accord struck last year -- a
charge von der Leyen rejected.

“A dealis adeal, and we have a
deal,” the European Commission
president told reporters in Yere-
van. “We are both implementing

European Parliament has given conditional approval to the EU-US trade pact

Armenia’s Prime Minister Nikol Pashinyan, European Commission President
Ursula von der Leyen and European Council President Antonio Costa attend the
Armenia-European Union summit in Yerevan

this deal while respecting the
different democratic procedures
we have on both sides.”

The European Parliament has
given conditional approval to the
EU-US trade pact, but a final ver-

sion still needs to be negotiated
with the bloc’s member states.
The EU’s trade chief Maros
Sefcovic is to hold talks in Paris
Tuesday with US Trade Repre-
sentative Jamieson Greer, who

has complained about a “very
slow” EU approval process as
well as amendments that would
“limit the deal”.

“The president decided that
if the Europeans aren’t imple-
menting the deal right now, then
we don’t have to implement all
of it either at this time,” Greer
said Monday.

The European Commission,
which leads trade policy for the
27-nation EU, has made clear itis
keeping its options open should
Trump’s new car tariffs kick in,
without speculating on what
action it might take.

Macron demands ‘bazooka’

But French President Emma-
nuel Macron, also in Armenia
on a state visit, said yesterday
the bloc should be ready to acti-
vate its powerful anti-coercion
instrument (ACI).

Slamming the US president for
brandishing “threats of desta-
bilisation”, Macron said the EU
had “equipped itself with in-
struments that would then have
to be activated, because that is
precisely what they are for”.

Key EU power France has re-

peatedly pressed for the bloc
to unleash the potent ACI trade
tool, should Trump make good
on successive trade threats
aimed at European countries.

The EU has never deployed the
instrument, aimed at dissuading
countries from exerting geopo-
litical pressure on the bloc.

Dubbed the EU’s “bazooka”, it
allows for a range of responses
from tariffs on US goods to curbs
on the export of strategic goods
and the exclusion of American
firms from tenders in Europe.

Last year’s trade deal capped
US tariffs at 15% on most EU
goods, including cars -- lower
than the 25 percent Trump im-
posed on vehicles from many
other trading partners.

The commission insists it re-
mains committed to the accord.

“On the European Union side,
we are now in the final stages
of implementing the remaining
tariff commitments,” said von
der Leyen.

“At the same time, the US has
the commitment -- for exam-
ple where alignment with the
agreed ceiling is still outstand-

after Trump car tariff threat

ing,” she said.

“So we want from this work
mutual gain, cooperation and
reliability -- and we are prepared
for every scenario.”

YOU

KNOW WHAT

The Anti-Coercion Instrument
is designed to act only as a last
resort—the European Union must
first try dialogue and diplomatic
solutions before triggering any
retaliation measures.

This makes the so-called
“bazooka” not just a weapon, but
a rules-hased safeguard, ensuring

that any response to economic
coercion is legally structured
and proportionate rather than
immediate or arbitrary.
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