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HM King Hamad bin Isa Al 
Khalifa received Ukrainian 

President Volodymyr Zelensky 
in Manama. The two leaders 
discussed bilateral relations, 
regional developments, and the 
ongoing war in Ukraine. 

The meeting was attended by 
HRH Crown Prince and Prime 
Minister Salman bin Hamad Al 
Khalifa.

HM King Hamad welcomed 
Zelensky on his visit to Bahrain 
and reviewed ways to strengthen 

cooperation between the two 
countries across various sectors 

in a manner that serves their mu-
tual interests. The talks also cov-

ered recent regional and interna-
tional developments, including 

tensions in the Middle East and 
efforts to address them, as well as 
updates on the Ukraine conflict.

The king expressed appreci-
ation for President Zelensky’s 
“sincere solidarity” with Bah-
rain following recent Iranian at-
tacks on the kingdom and other 
Gulf Cooperation Council states.

He also reaffirmed Bahrain’s 
support for initiatives aimed at 
promoting dialogue and diplo-
macy to achieve a sustainable 
peace in Ukraine, stressing the 
importance of stability for Eu-
rope and the wider world.
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Calls For Diplomacy
Bahrain reaffirms support for Ukraine peace process during president’s visit

HM the King, in the presence of HRH Prince Salman, holds talks with Ukrainian President Volodymyr Zelensky
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Detention over 
social media post 
Rehab Mohammad
TDT | Manama

Public Prosecution or-
dered the detention of 

a 20-year-old man and re-
ferred him to criminal court 
on charges of insulting reli-
gious symbols on the social 
media platform X, authori-
ties said.

The Cybercrime Direc-
torate reported that an ac-
count published offensive 
posts targeting the wives 
of the Prophet Muhammad 
and one of his companions.

Investigators identified 
the suspect, who was ar-
rested under a prosecution 
warrant. He reportedly con-
fessed during questioning af-
ter being confronted with the 
posts and digital evidence.

The Cybercrime Prosecu-
tion said the case falls under 
laws criminalising insults 
to religious figures, which 
carry penalties of up to one 
year in prison.

Manama Dialogue Praised
Sir John Chipman concludes tenure with appreciation for Bahrain partnership
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His Royal Highness Prince 
Salman bin Hamad Al 

Khalifa, Crown Prince and 
Prime Minister, received the 
outgoing Executive Chairman 
of the International Institute for 
Strategic Studies (IISS), Sir John 
Chipman, at Gudaibiya Palace, 
marking the end of his tenure.

During the meeting, HRH the 
Crown Prince underlined the 
importance of continued coop-
eration between Bahrain and 
leading international research 
and policy institutions, includ-
ing the International Institute 
for Strategic Studies.

He praised Sir Chipman’s 
contribution to strengthening 
ties between Bahrain and the 
institute, particularly through 
the organisation of the Manama 
Dialogue, which has become a 
prominent international forum 

on regional and global security 
issues.

HRH Prince Salman said the 
Manama Dialogue has devel-
oped into a key platform that 
brings together senior policy-
makers and security experts 

from around the world to dis-
cuss pressing strategic challeng-
es.

He wished Sir Chipman suc-
cess in his future endeavours.

Sir Chipman, for his part, 
expressed appreciation for the 

Crown Prince’s continued sup-
port for cooperation with the 
institute, and wished Bahrain 
further progress and prosperity.

 The meeting was also attend-
ed by HH Shaikh Isa bin Salman 
bin Hamad Al Khalifa, Minister 

of the Prime Minister’s Court, at 
Gudaibiya Palace. 

Six-month extension
approved for councils

Meanwhile, HRH Prince Sal-
man  issued a decree extending 
the term of the municipal coun-
cils by six months, citing neces-
sity due to current circumstanc-
es and their resulting impact.

Under Decree No. (17) of 
2026, the extension takes ef-
fect when the councils’ current 
terms expire. The existing mu-
nicipal councils will continue to 
carry out their duties until new 
councils are formally formed.

The decree also stipulates that 
all relevant authorities must im-
plement its provisions within 
their respective mandates. It 
will come into force the day af-
ter its publication in the Official 
Gazette.

HRH Prince Salman receives Sir John Chipman, in the presence of HH Shaikh Isa bin Salman bin Hamad Al Khalifa
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Gulf Air, the national carrier 
of the Kingdom of Bahrain, 

and beOnd, the world’s first pre-
mium leisure airline, announced 
a strategic partnership to rede-
fine the premium travel experi-
ence for passengers flying across 
both airlines’ networks.

By uniting Gulf Air’s estab-
lished global network with 
beOnd’s distinctive leisure-fo-
cused offering, the agreement 
opens new journey possibilities 
and elevates connectivity for 
travellers seeking a premium, 
end-to-end travel experience. 
The partnership enables cus-
tomers to book and travel seam-
lessly across an expanded range 
of connected routes.

The agreement was formal-
ised at a signing ceremony held 
in Bahrain at the Bahrain Na-

tional Theatre, attended by H.E. 
Dr. Shaikh Abdulla bin Ahmed 
Al Khalifa, Minister of Trans-
portation and Telecommunica-
tion, Mr. Khalid Taqi, Chairman 
of Gulf Air Group, along with 
senior government and indus-
try officials. The milestone re-

flects a shared commitment to 
delivering an elevated passenger 
journey — from the moment of 
booking through to arrival — un-
derpinned by coordinated cus-
tomer experience practices and 
a unified standard of premium 
hospitality

Gulf Air Chief Executive Of-
ficer, Mr. Martin Gauss, stated: 
“We are proud to launch this 
partnership with beOnd and to 
bring our customers an even 
richer travel experience. As Bah-
rain’s national carrier, with a 
heritage spanning more than 75 
years, Gulf Air has always placed 
the passenger at the heart of 
everything we do. This partner-
ship deepens that commitment, 
combining the strength of our 
global network with beOnd’s 
exceptional leisure proposition 
to create journeys that are truly 
memorable.”

beOnd Chief Executive Of-
ficer and Chairman, Mr. Tero 
Taskila, commented: “Bahrain 
holds a unique place in the sto-
ry of aviation — a region where 
the history of flight stretches 
back more than a century, and 
where the ambition has never 

stood still. The Bahrain National 
Aviation Strategy reflects that 
same forward momentum: a 
clear commitment to connec-
tivity, high-value tourism, and a 
premium travel experience wor-
thy of the Kingdom’s standing. 
Through our partnership with 
Gulf Air, beOnd is proud to play 
a part in that future — bringing a 
differentiated, all-premium lei-
sure experience to Bahrain and 
connecting the Kingdom to the 
travellers it deserves. Together, 
we are building something that 
feels both grounded in this place 
and genuinely new.”

 The partnership reinforces 
both airlines’ strategic priorities: 
growing premium leisure travel, 
driving inbound tourism, and 
cementing Bahrain’s standing as 
a world-class destination and a 
leading hub for travellers across 
the region and beyond.    

Gulf Air Expands Premium Offering in Strategic Partnership with beOnd

H.E. Dr. Shaikh Abdulla bin Ahmed Al Khalifa and Mr. Khalid Taqi, Chairman of 
Gulf Air Group, along with senior government and industry officials, attend the 
agreement-signing ceremony
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Minister of Housing and Urban Planning H.E. Amina bint Ahmed Al Romaihi received U.S. Ambassador H.E. 
Stephanie Lyn Hallett, where both sides highlighted the strong and historic Bahrain–U.S. relations and discussed 
ways to enhance bilateral cooperation in areas of mutual interest.

Bahrain US Ties

Dr. Shaikh Abdullah bin Ahmed Al Khalifa, Minister of 
Transport and Telecommunications received Henning Simon, 
the German Ambassador, highlighting strong bilateral 
ties and discussing the expansion of cooperation in the 
transport, communications, and logistics sectors.

 Germany Cooperation Illegal Fishing Seizure

Coast Guard seized 377 illegal fishing traps 
and nets over the past three months of 2026 
(February–April) as part of ongoing efforts to 
protect Bahrain’s marine resources and ensure 
compliance with fishing regulations.  

Southern Staff Honoured

Dr. Shaikh Abdullah bin Ahmed Al Khalifa, Minister of Transport and Telecommunications received Henning 
Simon, the German Ambassador, highlighting strong bilateral ties and discussing the expansion of cooperation in 
the transport, communications, and logistics sectors.
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Education Minister Moham-
med Juma said that attend-

ance in several recent optional 
school examinations exceeded 
94 percent across public and 
private schools, highlighting 
strong student discipline.

Speaking in a video mes-
sage posted on social media on 
Tuesday, Juma said pupils had 
turned up in large numbers for 
assessments conducted by the 
Ministry of Education and the 
Education and Training Quality 
Authority, despite some of the 
tests not being compulsory.

“I wanted to speak today 
because I was so pleased by 
the discipline shown by boys 
and girls in public and private 
schools,” he said, rejecting sug-
gestions that students preferred 
distance learning or were avoid-
ing school responsibilities.

The minister said Grade Four 
students recorded more than 

94 per cent attendance in the 
PIRLS international reading 
assessment, which measures 
literacy levels after the first 
years of schooling. He added 
that Bahrain participates in the 
test to evaluate curricula and 

teaching methods.
He also reported similarly 

high participation in TIMSS, the 
international mathematics and 
science assessment for Grade 
Four and Grade Eight students, 
where attendance exceeded 94 
per cent and 95 per cent respec-
tively among registered pupils.

National examinations for 
Grade Nine and Grade Twelve stu-
dents recorded attendance rates 
of between 94 and 96 per cent, 
he said, describing the figures as 
evidence of “the highest levels of 
discipline” among students.

“Some people did not even 
expect us to reach 50 per cent,” 
Juma said. “As soon as schools 
informed students about na-
tional exams, they came and 
sat them.”

He also cited assessment tests 
for students entering the In-
ternational Baccalaureate pro-
gramme next year, noting that 
more than 3,000 students took 
part with a 98 per cent attend-
ance rate.

We are very pleased 
with the discipline 
shown by students 

in public and private 
schools.

MOHAMMED JUMA, EDUCATION MINISTER

Rehab Mohammad 
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A criminal case involving 
four Asian nationals, aged 

16 to 19, is currently being heard 
in Bahrain over allegations of 
drug trafficking, importation, 
and possession of narcotics. 
One defendant remains at large 
outside the Kingdom.

According to case documents, 
the accused are alleged to have 
formed an organised network 
during 2025 to import illegal 
drugs, including cannabis, her-
oin, and morphine, from abroad 

and distribute them within Bah-
rain. Authorities say the group 
used covert methods such as 
a “dead drop” system, where 
narcotics were received and 
later redistributed for payment.

The first, second, third, and 
fourth defendants are accused 
of playing structured roles 
within the network, includ-
ing importation, collection, 
packaging, and distribution of 
drugs.

Investigations revealed that 
on 9 September 2025, a customs 
officer at Bahrain International 
Airport flagged a suspicious 

parcel arriving from Thailand 
during X-ray screening. The 
package was found to contain 
five bags suspected to hold 
marijuana, weighing around 
1.4 kilograms.

Authorities said that on the 
following day, the third de-
fendant attempted to collect 
the parcel after being directed 
by the first defendant, report-
edly in exchange for a payment 
of BD 3.

The court has adjourned the 
case to 12 May 2026 to allow 
defence lawyers to submit their 
arguments.

Teen Drug Ring Exposed

First groups of Hajj mission set to depart Thursday

Hajj mission begins distributing Nusuk cards to 4,625 Bahraini pilgrims through licensed campaigns ahead of Thursday’s 
first departures, in coordination with Saudi Arabia’s Ministry of Hajj and Umrah to streamline procedures for entry into 
the holy sites. 

National Unity Stressed
TDT | Manama

The Writers and Authors 
Family in Bahrain af-

firmed that His Majesty King 
Hamad bin Isa Al Khalifa's 
remarks to the media clear-

ly reinforce the nation’s firm 
stance on safeguarding the 
Kingdom of Bahrain’s security 
and stability.

In a statement issued by the 
group, it said His Majesty’s 
message strongly underlined 

that Bahrain’s security and 
stability are a non-negotiable 
priority, and that national re-
sponsibility requires a clear and 
decisive position in addressing 
challenges without hesitation 
or ambiguity.



With the onset 
o f  s u m m e r, 
fire incidents 
are climbing 

across Bahrain, with several 
cases reported in recent weeks. 
As previously reported by TDT, 
1,189 fires were recorded in the 
first half of 2024, compared to 
5,900 in the same period of 2025.

The General Directorate of 
Civil Defence largely links the 
surge to negligence, ranging 
from children handling flam-
mable materials to the unsafe 
use of electrical appliances.

Adding to this, summer means 
air conditioners are running 
longer, harder, and almost non-
stop. While they keep homes 
livable, they also quietly push 
household electrical systems to 
their limits, raising the risk of 
fires caused by overload, over-
heating, and faulty wiring.

Civil Defence warns that most 
home fires stem from routine 
lapses such as poor maintenance 
and exceeding electrical limits. 
Air conditioners pose an added 
risk when not regularly serviced 
due to dust buildup, poor ven-
tilation, and worn components 
that can lead to faults and over-
heating.

Experts emphasize simple 

prevention: balance electrical 
loads, avoid unsafe extensions, 
and service cooling systems 
regularly. Smoke detectors also 
remain vital for early fire detec-
tion and prevention.

Fire Liability Depends on Cause
On the legal side, liability may 

extend beyond the affected unit 
depending on the cause of the 
fire. Speaking to The Daily Trib-

une, lawyer Afaf Tarada said, 
“If the fire does not originate 
from your apartment and is not 
caused by your own negligence, 
liability may fall on the other 
party involved. Determining 
responsibility requires official 
Civil Defence reports to estab-
lish the cause of the fire and 
identify those at fault.”

The statement highlights the 
importance of formal investi-

gations in residential fire cases, 
particularly where damage can 
spread between multiple apart-
ments.

Beyond legal accountability, 
real-life incidents also under-
line how minor oversights can 
sometimes lead to significant 
damage. Speaking to TDT, a res-
ident named Anjali Nair recalled 
a recent cooking oil fire incident 
in her friend’s apartment that 

was fortunately contained be-
fore it could spread further. She 
added that it quickly spread to 
a wooden cupboard installed 
directly above the cooktop.

She added that, in hindsight, 
greater attention to such small 
details in everyday living and 
design could help prevent simi-
lar incidents. As the saying goes, 
small cracks can bring down 
the wall.
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Sharp Rise in Fire Incidents
Summer Heat Fuels Dangerous Rise in Home Fires

“The cause of the 
fire determines 

who is legally 
responsible.”

LAWYER AFAF TARADA

TDT | Manama 
Neethu V 

Civil Defence at a recent fire incident site, working to contain the blaze.

Insurance Fraud 
Case

Court of Cassation rejected 
an appeal filed by an Asian 
man convicted in a forged 
document and insurance 
fraud case, upholding a 10-
year prison sentence, the 
Public Prosecution said.

The court also upheld an 
earlier ruling ordering the de-
fendants to jointly pay 5,001 
Bahraini dinars in temporary 
civil compensation to the af-
fected insurance company.

According to the Capital 
Governorate Prosecution, 
the case began after Al-Hoo-
ra Police Station received a 
report concerning a disputed 
life insurance claim worth 
$500,000.

Investigations showed that 
the first defendant had ap-
plied for a life insurance pol-
icy in favour of his wife, the 
third defendant. The com-
pany was later informed that 
the insured person had died, 
prompting the wife—assisted 
by her brother, the second de-
fendant—to file a civil claim 
and obtain a court order for 
payment.

Suspicion arose within the 
insurance company, which 
commissioned an external 
investigation. The findings 
reportedly confirmed that the 
insured person was still alive 
and that the submitted death 
certificate had been forged.

The court also ordered 
the deportation of two de-
fendants after serving their 
sentences, alongside the civil 
compensation order.

TDT | Manama 
Rehab Mohammad

Deportation After 
Sentence

The court has reduced the 
prison sentence of an Asian 
woman convicted of human 
trafficking and ordered her 
deportation after completing 
her term, the Public Prosecu-
tion said.

The First High Criminal 
Court lowered the sentence 
from 15 years to five years 
following an objection to an 
earlier in-absentia ruling.

The defendant was found 
guilty of trafficking a fellow 
Asian woman between Au-
gust and November 2019 by 
recruiting, transporting and 
harbouring her for prosti-
tution through coercion, 
threats and deception.

Prosecutors said the victim 
was initially promised a job 
in Bahrain but was instead 
forced into prostitution after 
arriving in the country. She 
later escaped and reported 
the case to authorities.

The court also ordered the 
defendant’s permanent de-
portation upon completion 
of her sentence.

 Asian man jailed 5 years
A 26-year-old Asian man 

was sentenced to five 
years in prison and fined BD 
3,000 by Bahrain’s High Crim-
inal Court for defrauding a 
Bahraini woman of BD 1,030 
in an online scam.

The court found that the de-
fendant, working with an un-
identified accomplice, imper-
sonated a company employee 
and tricked the victim into 
sharing a one-time password 
(OTP) and banking details, 

which allowed access to her 
account.

The Public Prosecution said 
the fraud, carried out on April 
22, 2024, involved misusing 
electronic credentials to ille-
gally transfer funds from the 
victim’s account.

Investigations showed that 
BD 1,000 was transferred to 
the defendant’s account and 
withdrawn the same day. A 
further AED 9,913.50 was also 
linked to the case.

SIU Records Key 
Testimonies

Special Investiga-
tion Unit (SIU) 
received 14 com-

plaints during the first 
third of 2026 involving 
allegations within its ju-
risdiction, according to 
Acting Advocate General 
and SIU head Mohammed 
Khalid Al-Hazaa.

In a statement outlin-
ing the unit’s operational 
and investigative activity, 
Al-Hazaa said investiga-
tors heard testimony from 
19 complainants and wit-
nesses and interrogated 16 
suspects and accused indi-
viduals, all of whom were 
law enforcement personnel.

He added that six complain-
ants were referred to the Fo-
rensic Medicine and Psycholog-
ical Support Division as part of 
ongoing investigations, in line 
with established procedures for 
evidence collection and victim 
support.

Detainee death case 
In one case, following the 

completion of investigations 
into a detainee’s death, the 
SIU referred an accused per-
son in custody to the High 
Criminal Court. Investigators 
found that the accused had as-
saulted the detainee, resulting 
in his death. The first hearing 
in the case was held on May 
4, 2026.

Separately, disciplinary 
proceedings led to sanctions 
against two police officers 
after investigations confirmed 
legal violations that warranted 
accountability, the statement 
said.

“All complaints received 
during the period were 
handled in accordance 
with established legal 
procedures, ensuring 

transparency, accuracy, 
and respect for due 

process.”
MOHAMMED KHALID AL-HAZAA, ACTING 

ADVOCATE GENERAL AND HEAD OF THE SIU 
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Parliament Seat Bid Moves From 
Numbers to Procedure

A bid to strip three MPs 
of their seats cannot 
take effect by being filed 

alone. It must pass through a for-
mal path of notice, committee re-
view, a chance for the members 
concerned to answer the case, and 
then a two-thirds vote in Parlia-
ment.

That path has come into sharper 
view as more MPs add their names 
to the move against Abdulnabi 
Salman, Mahdi Al Shuwaikh and 
Mamdouh Al Saleh. The case now 
rests on procedure as well as num-
bers, with the Constitution and 
Parliament’s internal rules giving 
the chamber the final say.

Article 99 of the Constitution 
states that an MP’s membership 
ends if, during the term, the mem-
ber is found to have lost one of the 

required conditions for holding 
the seat. Membership can also be 
ended over loss of trust and stand-
ing, or breach of parliamentary du-
ties. In all such cases, the decision 
needs the approval of two-thirds of 
Parliament’s members.

The internal rules allow at least 
10 MPs to submit a written request 
to the Speaker seeking to strip a 
member of his or her seat. The 
request must give reasons tied to 
the grounds named in Article 99.

Once the request is filed, the 
Speaker checks that it meets the 
formal requirements, sends a copy 
to the MP concerned, and places it 
on the agenda of the next sitting. 
Parliament then decides on refer-
ring it to the Legislative and Legal 
Affairs Committee.

The committee cannot begin 
its review until the MP has been 
notified to attend at a stated time. 
The member must be given at least 

three days’ notice before the meet-
ing, must be heard, and must be 
allowed to present a defence. The 
MP may also ask another member 
of Parliament to assist during the 
discussion.

If the member does not attend, a 
second notice must be sent under 
the same rules. If the absence con-
tinues without an accepted excuse, 
the committee may carry on and 
finish its work.

TDT | Manama 
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Abdulnabi Salman, MP

Fully digital system streamlines hiring procedures

Ministry of Labour intro-
duced an upgraded digi-

tal service allowing employers to 
track applications and inquiries 
more efficiently, as part of ongoing 
government efforts to improve 
service quality and streamline 
procedures.

The newly developed service 
enables employers to communi-
cate directly with ministry co-
ordinators through the national 
employment platform, facilitating 
faster follow-up on recruitment 
processes while ensuring full doc-
umentation of interactions.

Under the upgrade, the service 
delivery time has been reduced 
from five working days to just one, 
representing a minimum 25 per-
cent improvement in service-level 
agreements. The ministry said the 

service is fully digitised, with 100 
percent of processes now han-
dled electronically via the nation-

al platform, alongside complete 
automation of procedural steps.

Enhancements also include an 
improved user interface and sim-
plified procedures aimed at saving 
time and effort for beneficiaries 
while boosting overall govern-
ment efficiency.

The development comes amid 
wider government initiatives to 
modernise public services, with 
more than 1,300 services docu-
mented, translated and published. 
Around 800 of these have under-
gone development and re-engi-
neering across various sectors, 
based on feedback from the na-
tional suggestions and complaints 
system “Tawasul”, investor input 
and service evaluation reports, 
including “mystery shopper” as-
sessments.

The launch underscores 
our ongoing efforts to 

improve service quality 
and operational efficiency, 

further strengthening 
the labour system’s 

effectiveness.”

SHAIKH KHALIFA BIN SALMAN BIN 
MOHAMMED AL KHALIFA, LABOUR 

MINISTRY UNDERSECRETARY
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“You come back from a long 
day, not truly hungry… yet 

your hand automatically reach-
es for the fridge. Not because 
you need food but because you 
need to feel better.”

In moments like this, hunger 
isn’t always physical. Often, it’s 
emotional. This is what’s known 
as emotional eating a behavior 
shaped by both psychological 
and nutritional factors, influ-
encing how and why we eat.

Dietitian Manar Fuad ex-
plains that emotional eating is 
“eating in response to emotions 
rather than true hunger,” cre-
ating a mismatch between the 
body’s energy needs and actu-
al intake. She notes that stress 
plays a key role, increasing ap-
petite and shifting eating into a 
reward-driven behavior due to 
hormonal changes.

From a psychological per-
spective, Dr. Mariam Alam-
madi highlights that the issue 
often goes beyond food itself 
“Emotional eating usually isn’t 
about food at all… it’s about 
stress, anxiety, loneliness, or 
even boredom.”

Over time, the brain learns to 

associate food with comfort. In 
cultures like Bahrain and across 
the Arab world, where food is 
closely tied to connection and 
care, this link can become even 
stronger.

A key step in understanding 
emotional eating is learning 
to distinguish it from physi-
cal hunger. Fuad explains that 
physical hunger builds grad-
ually, comes with clear body 
signals, and stops when the 
body is full. Emotional hunger, 
however, is sudden, specific, 

and driven by feelings rather 
than need often continuing even 
after eating.

This behavior can quickly 
turn into a cycle. Irregular eat-
ing patterns, strict dieting, and 
high-sugar foods can disrupt 
hunger signals and increase crav-
ings. Psychologically, the after-
math also plays a role. “For many 
people, it’s the guilt and self-crit-

icism after eating that keeps the 
cycle going,” Alammadi says.

TDT | Manama

Self-employed Bahrainis 
who reach 60 with no pen-

sion would be helped through 
unemployment insurance sur-
pluses, under a proposal by MP
Maryam Al Sayegh to cover 
small traders, craftsmen, fish-
ermen, driving instructors and 
others who work for them-
selves.

The plan would also require 
all self-employed workers to 
join the social insurance sys-
tem, giving them pension cov-
er while adding more payers 
to the funds.

Al Sayegh said many such 
workers had spent years earn-
ing on their own, only to be 
left with no retirement income 
after illness, living costs or per-
sonal hardship forced them to 
close their commercial regis-
trations or stop work.

She said that the proposal 
was aimed at Bahrainis who 
had worked for years outside 
standard jobs but were left 
without a safety net in old 
age.

“This group is not marginal,” 
she said. ‘They are fathers and 
mothers who spent their lives 
in honest work and contribut-
ed to building the economy.’

Under the proposal, part of 
the accumulated surplus in the 

unemployment insurance ac-
count would be used to create 
an exceptional fund or tempo-
rary national programme for 
self-employed Bahrainis with 
no pension cover.

Al Sayegh said the scheme 
would not add to the state 
budget because it would be 
funded from surplus money 
built up through citizens’ con-
tributions.
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Bahrain’s Public Cleanliness 
Law already bars washing 

cars or carrying out similar 
work in a way that sends water 
into streets, lanes or alleyways, 
Municipalities Affairs Under-
secretary Shaikh Mohammed 
bin Ahmed Al Khalifa has said, 
after a northern council propos-
al sought to make garage drains 
compulsory.

Shaikh Mohammed said the 
issue of water running out of 
home garages was dealt with 
under Law No. 10 of 2019, which 
bans acts that cause water to 
flow into public roads, paths or 
side lanes.

He said the aim behind such 
proposals rested mainly on cit-
izens and residents following 
the law, as this would cut water 
discharge onto roads, protect 
public safety and help preserve 
the look of residential areas.

His remarks came after the 

Northern Municipal Council 
approved a proposal by council 
member Basim Abu Idris to re-

quire owners of homes and res-
idential units to install drainage 
channels inside garages and link 

them to the sewerage network 
or another approved drainage 
system.

Abu Idris said water from 
garage washing had become a 
repeated sight on streets and 
pavements, harming the look 
of neighbourhoods and leaving 
pools of water that could put 
pedestrians and road users at 
risk, ‘especially children and 
the elderly’.

Order

He said leaving the matter 
without clearer order could 
damage asphalt layers and road 
infrastructure, raise repair costs 
and lead to smells and unwant-
ed waste outside homes.

The council said the meas-
ure aimed at keeping streets and 
pavements clean, improving road 
safety, cutting complaints from 
residents and bringing garage 
water disposal in line with mu-
nicipal and environmental rules.
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The Health Ministry has said 
the Southern Governorate 

is covered by existing govern-
ment hospitals, primary care 
centres and specialist services, 
without announcing a new gen-
eral hospital for the area.

The answer from Health 
Minister Jaleela Al Sayyed 
came in a written reply to MP
Maryam Al Dhaen, who asked 
if there was a move to open a 
full public hospital covering 
all fields of medicine in the 
Southern Governorate.

The ministry said health 
planning is handled through 
the Supreme Council of Health, 
with other bodies, and is based 
on population growth, urban 
expansion, the working load of 
existing health buildings and 
other approved measures.

It said citizens in all governo-
rates, including the Southern 
Governorate, already have ac-
cess to specialist care through 
government hospitals and health 
bodies now in service. It added 
that residents would also benefit 
from King Abdullah Medical 
City once the health insurance 
scheme is applied.

The reply gave no site, cost, 
timetable or building plan for 
a new public hospital in the 
Southern Governorate.

Al Dhaen also asked about 
plans for more dialysis centres, 
with special mention of Isa 

Town, where she said the min-
istry had land that could be used.

The ministry said dialysis is 
now offered through govern-
ment health centres and work 
with the private sector. It said 
the service covers existing need 
across Bahrain and runs around 
the clock under approved work-
ing and regulatory standards.

Jaleela Al Sayyed, Minister of 
Health

Maryam Al Dhaen, MP

Strengthening 
public awareness 
and encouraging 

greater respect for 
laws and regulations 

are essential steps 
toward achieving our 

objectives.
SHAIKH MOHAMMED BIN AHMED AL KHALIF, 
MUNICIPALITIES AFFAIRS UNDERSECRETARY 

We are asking
for fixed water

drainage to protect 
citizens, so they

are not held
liable when

water leaks outside
the home.

BASIM ABU IDRIS, NORTHERN MUNICIPAL 
COUNCIL MEMBER 

Garage Water Run-Off Already Banned

Some have reached the 
age of 60 without any 
insurance balance or 
pension entitlement. 
This threatens their 

living security, places 
them under heavy 

mental and financial 
pressure, and affects 

their families.
MARYAM AL SAYEGH, MP

MP Seeks Pension Cover for 
Self-Employed Workers

Bahrain primary
healthcare services
 X-ray services oper-
ate nationwide during 
working hours, with 
24/7 coverage 
 Lab services have 
been extended at 
selected centres 
 Dental clinics run Sun-
day–Thursday in morning 
and evening shifts 
 Emergency dental 
care is available at 
nine 24-hour 
 Bahrain’s 24-hour 
health centres handle ur-
gent primary care cases

KNOW

BETTER

No New Hospital 
Plan for South

At Fatima bint Asad Primary Girls School, science is coming alive through colour, creativity, and hands-on learning. Teacher Sadiqa Mirza Hassan is transforming 
traditional lessons into interactive experiences, using visual tools, concept maps, and student-made mini boards to simplify scientific ideas and deepen 
understanding. Each unit ends with foldable projects that allow students to creatively express what they have learned. Meanwhile at Al Hidd Primary Boys 
School, learning and behaviour have taken a playful turn with a “Super Mario”-inspired classroom initiative led by teacher Laila Yousif Ahmed. The programme 
uses rewards, structure, and a weekly digital newsletter titled “Golden Moments” to motivate students, improve discipline, and celebrate achievements—turning 
everyday lessons into an engaging and positive experience. ( By Hasan Barakat) 

Emotional eating is 
usually not about food 

at all, it is about stress, 
anxiety, loneliness, or 

even boredom.
DR. MARIAM ALAMMADI

Physical hunger is 
gradual and body-

driven, while emotional 
hunger is sudden, 

emotion-driven, and 
linked to specific 
cravings that may 

continue even after 
eating.

DIETITIAN MANAR FUAD

When Hunger Is Not the 
Real Reason We Eat

How to regain control without restriction or self-blame

KNOW WHAT

Emotional Eating
 High sugar and fat 
foods can trigger the 
brain’s reward system.
 May lead to weight 
gain and blood sugar 
imbalance over time.
 Experts advise bal-
anced meals, not strict 
restriction.
 Pausing before 
eating helps improve 
awareness and control.
 Frequent emotional 
eating may require die-
tetic and psychological 
support.
 It is often linked 
to unmet emotional 
needs, not willpower.

Learning and fun
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Takaful International Company B.S.C.
INTERIM CONDENSED FINANCIAL STATEMENTS
AS AT 31 MARCH 2026

INTERIM CONDENSED STATEMENT OF FINANCIAL POSITION INTERIM CONDENSED STATEMENT OF INCOME 
As At 31 March 2026 For the three month period ended 31 March 2026 (Reviewed)

31 March 31 December

2026 2025

(Reviewed) (Audited) 2026 2025 2026 2025 2026 2025

ASSETS
Cash and cash equivalents    3,566,001     2,315,865 Recognised takaful contributions                -                   -         7,899,896       6,840,081       7,899,896       6,840,081 

Term deposits    3,199,600     3,199,689 Recognised takaful costs                -                   -        (6,231,857)      (5,727,303)      (6,231,857)      (5,727,303)

Financial assets at fair value  29,598,628   31,053,926 Retakaful net results                -                   -        (1,765,261)         (889,883)      (1,765,261)         (889,883)

Retakaful arrangement assets    2,059,984     1,557,280 Takaful participants' gross margin                -                   -             (97,222)          222,895           (97,222)          222,895 
Other receivables, accrued income and prepayments    7,837,656     7,034,361 

Property and equipment       127,940        144,831 Participants' profit income on investment                -                   -            278,899          294,382          278,899          294,382 

Intangible assets       589,148        605,250 Participants' other investment income                -                   -              16,524            10,295            16,524            10,295 

Right of use asset       323,939        305,783 ECL gain on financial assets                -                   -                3,175              1,036              3,175              1,036 

Investment in an associate       257,589        249,953 Mudarib share expense                -                   -             (74,648)           (76,429)           (74,648)           (76,429)

Statutory deposit       125,000        125,000 Amortisation of deferred cost (related to                -   
TOTAL ASSETS  47,685,485   46,591,938     provision of takaful arrangements)                -                   -              96,686         (185,454)            96,686         (185,454)

Amortisation of deferred profit (related to                -   
LIABILITIES, PARTICIPANTS' FUNDS AND SHAREHOLDERS' EQUITY     provision of retakaful arrangements held)                -                   -              52,159            27,062            52,159            27,062 

LIABILITIES Other participants' expenses                -                   -           (112,749)         (135,790)         (112,749)         (135,790)

Takaful arrangement liabilities  27,709,195   26,118,305 Net participant's surplus                -   -                       162,824          157,997          162,824 157,997         

Retakaful arrangement liabilities       630,452        471,341 

Payables and accrued liabilities    5,858,713     5,237,370 Wakala fee income   2,126,789     1,302,017                    -                      -         2,126,789       1,302,017 

Ijara liabilities       381,283        366,911 Shareholders profit income on investment      109,119        115,994                    -                      -            109,119          115,994 

Tax liabilities       108,339          43,988 Shareholders other investment income / (expense)        41,575        (35,034)                    -                      -              41,575           (35,034)

TOTAL LIABILITIES  34,687,982   32,237,915 ECL (loss) / income on financial assets         (1,426)            1,354                    -                      -               (1,426)              1,354 

Mudarib share income 74,649                76,429                    -                      -   74,649                      76,429 

PARTICIPANTS' FUNDS Share of result of an associate 7,636                    6,887                    -                      -   7,636                          6,887 

Surplus in participants' funds    1,185,241     1,022,417 Other income 23,999                  6,200                    -                      -   23,999                        6,200 

Investments fair value reserve      (252,412)        231,235 Total shareholders' income 2,382,341  1,473,847    -                 -                 2,382,341      1,473,847      
TOTAL PARTICIPANTS' FUNDS       932,829     1,253,652 

SHAREHOLDERS' EQUITY General and administrative expenses     (721,287)       (532,675)                    -                      -           (721,287)         (532,675)

Share capital    8,500,000     8,500,000 Commission expenses     (787,026)       (355,489)                    -                      -           (787,026)         (355,489)

Treasury shares       (20,661)         (20,661) Other expenses     (131,604)       (104,986)                    -                      -           (131,604)         (104,986)

Statutory reserve    1,332,863     1,332,863 Third party administration expenses     (247,838)                 -                      -                      -           (247,838)                    -   

General reserve       200,000        200,000 Total shareholders' expense  (1,887,755)       (993,150)                    -                      -        (1,887,755)         (993,150)

Retained earnings    2,268,044     3,110,418 Profit before tax for the period      494,586        480,697          162,824          157,997          657,410          638,694 

Investments fair value reserve      (215,572)         (22,249) Tax expense       (64,351)        (58,970)                    -             (23,700)           (64,351)           (82,670)

TOTAL SHAREHOLDERS' EQUITY  12,064,674   13,100,371 Net profit after tax for the period      430,235        421,727          162,824          134,297          593,059          556,024 

TOTAL LIABILITES, PARTICIPANTS' FUNDS AND SHAREHOLDERS' EQUITY  47,685,485   46,591,938 Earnings per share (fils) 5.07           4.96            

INTERIM CONDENSED STATEMENT OF CHANGES IN PARTICIPANTS' FUNDS
For the three month period ended 31 March 2026 (Reviewed) For the three month period ended 31 March 2026 (Reviewed)

General Family General Family

   takaful    takaful     takaful    takaful        Total

Shareholders Participants' Total Shareholders Participants' Total Balance as at 1 January 2026 (Audited)        867,698          154,719          223,602              7,633       1,253,652 
Other comprehensive loss                 -                      -           (419,105)           (64,542)         (483,647)

Net profit and surplus for the period         430,235 162,824     593,059           421,727 134,297      556,024       (Deficit) / surplus for the period        (83,039)          245,863                    -                      -            162,824 
A. Items that will not be reclassified to interim Balance as at 31 March 2026 (Reviewed)        784,659          400,582         (195,503)           (56,909)          932,829 
condensed statement of income in subsequent periods

   Net changes in fair value of investments measured Balance at 1 January 2025 (Audited)        935,287          236,910           (84,215)           (23,365)       1,064,617 

     at FVOCI - equity instruments (66,575)        -            (66,575)      (15,956)      -             (15,956)        Other comprehensive income                 -                      -              71,596            16,466            88,062 

B.   Items that may be reclassified to interim Surplus / (deficit) for the period        204,650           (70,353)                    -                      -            134,297 

condensed statement of income in subsequent periods Balance as at 31 March 2025 (Reviewed)     1,139,937          166,557           (12,619)             (6,899)       1,286,976 

   Net changes in fair value of investments measured

     at FVOCI - debt instruments (127,945)       (480,400)    (608,345)            38,023 89,098       127,121       

   Net changes in allowance for expected credit losses INTERIM CONDENSED STATEMENT OF CHANGES IN SHAREHOLDERS' EQUITY
     of investments measured at FVOCI - debt instruments 1,197            (3,247)        (2,050)                (1,418) (1,036)        (2,454)         For the three month period ended 31 March 2026 (Reviewed)
Total other comprehensive (loss) / income (193,323)       (483,647)    (676,970)    20,649       88,062       108,711       Investments

Share Treasury Statutory General Retained fair value Total
TOTAL COMPREHENSIVE (LOSS) / INCOME FOR THE 
PERIOD         236,912     (320,823)       (83,911)       442,376       222,359        664,735 capital shares reserve reserve earnings reserve equity

Balance at 1 January 2026 (Audited)   8,500,000       (20,661)     1,332,863          200,000       3,110,418           (22,249)      13,100,371 
INTERIM CONDENSED STATEMENT OF CASH FLOWS Profit for the period               -                  -                   -                      -            430,235                    -            430,235 
For the three month period ended 31 March 2026 (Reviewed) Other comprehensive loss               -                  -                   -                      -                      -           (193,323)         (193,323)

Dividend for the year 2025               -                  -                   -                      -        (1,272,609)                    -        (1,272,609)
Balance as at 31 March 2026 (Reviewed) 8,500,000  (20,661)      1,332,863    200,000         2,268,044      (215,572)        12,064,674    

2026 2025

Balance at 1 January 2025 (Audited)   8,500,000         (2,087)     1,191,041          200,000       2,896,315         (105,708)      12,679,561 

Net cash used in operating activities       (66,561)    (1,151,651) Profit for the period               -                  -                   -                      -            421,727                    -            421,727 

Other comprehensive income               -                  -                   -                      -                      -              20,649            20,649 

Net cash generated from investing activities    1,352,019     1,494,335 Dividend for the year 2024               -                  -                   -                      -        (1,062,297)                    -        (1,062,297)

Net cash used in financing activities       (35,322)         (19,920) Balance as at 31 March 2025 (Reviewed) 8,500,000  (2,087)        1,191,041    200,000         2,255,745      (85,059)          12,059,640    

NET INCREASE IN CASH AND CASH EQUIVALENTS    1,250,136        322,764 

Cash and cash equivalents at the beginning of the period    2,315,865     1,886,524 

CASH AND CASH EQUIVALENTS AT THE END OF THE PERIOD    3,566,001     2,209,288 These Financial Statements have been Audited by PwC and approved by the board of directors at their meeting held on 5 May 2026

Ebrahim  Mohamed Sharif  Alrayes
Chairman

Licensed as a General and Family Takaful Company by the CBB www.takafulbh.com

Three months ended

31 March

INTERIM CONDENSED STATEMENT OF COMPREHENSIVE INCOME

 31 March 2026  31 March 2025

Three months endedThree months ended

(Bahraini Dinars)

Shareholders' Participants' Total

Three months ended  Three months ended  Three months ended  

Essam Mohamed Al Ansari
Chief Executive Officer

Abdulaziz Abdulla Al Ahmed
Vice Chairman

31 March 31 March 31 March

Surplus in participants' fund   Investments fair value reserve
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Takaful International Company B.S.C.
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(Bahraini Dinars)
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Gap actually got its 
name because it orig-
inally aimed to bridge 
the “generation gap” 

between young people 
and adults. When it 

was founded in 1969, 
the idea was to sell 

jeans and music that 
appealed to both 

groups under one 
roof.

KNOW WHAT

Takaful International announces its financial 
results for the first quarter of 2026

Manama

The Board of Directors 
of Takaful International 
Company B.S.C. (Trading 

Code: TAKAFUL) approved the 
financial results for the period 
ended March 31, 2026. The net 
profit of the shareholders after 
tax was BD 430K for the three 
months ending on March 31, 
2026, a 2% increase from the 
net profit of BD 422K for the 
same period in the previous 
year.  Comparatively, earnings 
per share for the three months 
ending on March 31, 2026, in-
creased to 5.07 Fils from 4.96 
Fils for the same period in the 
previous year. The compre-
hensive income for the three-
month period ending on March 
31, 2026, was BD 237K, a de-
crease of 46% compared to BD 
442K for the same period in the 
previous year.

The Company reported a 
total net profit after tax of BD 
593K during the first quarter 
of the year 2026 compared to 
BD 556K for the same period in 
the previous year, an increase 
of 7%. This improvement in 
performance is attributed to 

the company’s consistently 
well-managed insurance op-
erations during the first quar-
ter. The Takaful Participants’ 
Funds achieved a surplus of BD 
163K during the first quarter of 
2026, compared to a surplus of 
BD 134K for the same period of 
the previous year, an increase 
of 21%. The shareholders’ fund 
achieved a profit after tax of BD 
430K during the first quarter 
of the year 2026, compared to 
a profit of BD 422 for the same 
period of the previous year, an 

increase of 2%. 
Recognized Takaful contri-

butions were BD 7.90 million 
for the first quarter 2026, com-
pared to BD 6.84 million for 
the same period of the previ-
ous year, an increase of 15%. 
Recognized Takaful Costs were 
BD 6.23 million during the first 
quarter 2026, compared to BD 
5.73 million in the same period 
of the previous year, an increase 
of 9%.

The company’s shareholders 
equity amounted to BD 12.06 

million as of March 31, 2026, 
compared to BD 13.1 million as of 
December 31, 2025, a decrease 
of 8%.

The company’s total assets 
amounted to BD 47.69 million as 
of March 31, 2026, compared to 
BD 46.59 million as of December 
31, 2025, an increase of 2%.

Commenting on the an-
nounced financial results, Mr. 
Ebrahim Al Rayes, Chairman 
of the Board of Directors of the 
company, expressed satisfac-
tion with the Company’s per-
formance for the first quarter, 
noting that good results were 
achieved despite the prevailing 
geopolitical challenges in the 
Gulf region. He emphasized that 
these results reflect the strength 
of the company’s cooperative 
model and its disciplined, Sha-
ria-compliant approach to man-
aging its operations and risks.

He reaffirmed confidence in 
the resilience of the Kingdom 
of Bahrain’s economy and its 
capacity to navigate regional 
challenges, while expressing 
appreciation for the govern-
ment’s continued efforts in sup-
porting the private sector and 

maintaining economic stability.
The Chairman also expressed 

pride in the company’s recent 
announcement to revert to its 
original legal name, Takaful In-
ternational, describing it as a 
reaffirmation of its established 
identity and its enduring com-
mitment to the principles of 
mutual cooperation, transpar-
ency, and shared responsibility 
underpinning Takaful.

For his part, Mr. Essam Al 
Ansari, the Company’s Chief 
Executive Officer, stated that 
the Company achieved good 
results during the first quarter, 
with Takaful Fund delivering 
a solid performance driven by 
sound and disciplined insur-
ance operations management. 
He noted that this performance 
reflects the company’s contin-
ued focus on prudent under-
writing practices, effective risk 
management, and operational 
efficiency, in alignment with 
Takaful principles.

He further highlighted the in-
itiatives undertaken during the 
period to support participants 
amid challenging circumstanc-
es, including the provision of 

emergency medical coverage 
for policyholders outside the 
Kingdom of Bahrain, the ex-
tension of medical services to 
ensure continuity of care, and 
the special discount offered to 
frontline workers in recognition 
of their dedicated service.

Mr. Al Ansari also noted that 
the recently unveiled refreshed 
logo represents a measured evo-
lution of the company’s visual 
identity, reflecting its for-
ward-looking direction while 
remaining firmly rooted in its 
values and heritage.

About Takaful International 
Company

Takaful International Com-
pany B.S.C. is the first Islamic 
Insurance Company in Bah-
rain. It was established in 1989. 
The Company provides a wide 
range of insurance covers and 
products consistent with the 
principles of Islamic Shari’a 
that serves the various needs 
of individuals and corporates. 
The Company is a subsidiary 
of Bahrain Kuwait Insurance 
Company B.S.C. and is assigned 
a rating of A- Excellent by AM 
Best Credit Rating Agency.

Mr. Ebrahim Al Rayes, Chairman of the 
Board of Director

 Mr. Essam Al Ansari, the Company’s 
Chief Executive Officer

Stocks advance, oil falls as 
traders eye US-Iran ceasefire

Brent North Sea fell around 2.7% to about $111 per barrel
AFP | London, United Kingdom

European and US stocks ad-
vanced Tuesday as inves-
tors weighed first-quar-

ter corporate earnings alongside 
uncertainty over the fragile US-
Iran ceasefire.

Oil prices pulled back after 
the two sides traded fire as they 
vied for control of the Strait of 
Hormuz, a crucial export route.

Wall Street's main indices ad-
vanced as trading got underway 
in New York, with the Nasdaq 
setting a new all-time high as 
tech stocks rebounded.

"US equities continue to get 
a boost from the first quarter 
earnings season," said Trade 
Nation analyst David Morrison.

He noted the year-on-year 
earnings growth rate over 27%, 
which if it holds up would make 
it the strongest quarter since the 
post-Covid rebound.

In Europe, Paris rose 0.7% 
and Frankfurt advanced 1.4% in 
afternoon deals.

London's FTSE 100 index fell 
more than 1% as traders re-
turned from the UK bank hol-

iday.
The index was weighed by a 

sharp drop to the share price 
of banking giant HSBC, whose 
first-quarter earnings missed 
expectations as profits were 
hit by a surprise $400 million 
fraud-related charge and eco-
nomic risks from the Middle 

East crisis.
Ita l ian  bank UniCredit 

jumped more than six percent in 
Milan after it reported a sharp 
rise in first-quarter net profit.

"First-quarter corporate earn-
ings have largely been robust so 
far  which has helped to  sus-
tain global equities despite the 

uncertain backdrop," said AJ 
Bell head of markets Dan Coat-
sworth.

"However, the longer the situ-
ation goes on without any sign 
of a lasting resolution, the hard-
er it will be for investors to re-
main positive," he added.

Oil price falls
International oil benchmark 

Brent North Sea fell around 2.7% 
to about $111 per barrel after 
sharp gains the previous day.

Crude prices surged Monday 
after the US military said it hit 
six Iranian boats threatening 
commercial shipping and its 
forces repelled missile and 
drones.

Fears that the ceasefire could 
fall apart weighed on Asian eq-
uities, with Hong Kong, Singa-
pore, Mumbai, Bangkok, Manila 
and Wellington all down.

Sydney also retreated as the 
Australian central bank hiked 
interest rates for the third 
straight meeting, citing rising 
energy prices.

Tokyo and Shanghai were 
closed for holidays.

Key figures at around 1330 GMT
Brent North Sea Crude:   2.7% to $111.37 a barrel

West Texas Intermediate:  N 3.6% at $102.59 a barrel

New York - Dow:   0.5% at 49,186.55 points

New York - S&P 500:   0.6% 7,245.66

Nasdaq Composite:   0.8% at 25,260.09

London - FTSE 100:   1.4% at 10,218.85

Paris - CAC 40:   0.7% at 8,034.40

Frankfurt - DAX:   1.4% at 24,325.06

Hang Seng Index:   0.8% at 25,898.61 (close)

Tokyo - Nikkei 225: Closed for a holiday

Shanghai - Composite: Closed for a holiday

Dollar/yen:   at 157.73 yen from 157.08 yen on Monday

Euro/dollar:   at $1.1703 from $1.1701

Pound/dollar:   at $1.3550 from $1.3538

Euro/pound:   at 86.35 pence from 86.41 pence

Gap co-founder Doris 
Fisher dies at 94

• Fisher and her 
late husband Donald 
Fisher opened the 
first Gap store in San 
Francisco in 1969.

AFP | Los Angeles, United 
States

Doris Fisher, the co-found-
er of American clothing 

retailer Gap, has died at 94, 
according to a statement from 
the company yesterday. 

She died “peacefully, sur-
rounded by her family,” the 
company said, without giving 
a cause or date of death.

“There is simply no equal to 
Doris Fisher. In Gap-speak, she 
was a true original,” company 
President and CEO Richard 
Dickson said in the statement. 
“She understood first-hand 
the value of self-expression, 
diversity, and inclusion. And 
she worked tirelessly to ensure 
that Gap Inc. always did more 
than sell clothes.”

Fisher and her late husband 
Donald Fisher opened the first 
Gap store in San Francisco in 
1969.

The couple made their mark 
on casual American style, put-
ting a focus on ready-to-wear, 
affordable items like jeans, 
T-shirts and sweatshirts.

Doris Fisher came up with 
the company’s name as a ref-
erence to the “generation gap” 
and young customers they 
sought to attract, according to 
The New York Times.

The Fishers’ retail philoso-
phy, The Times said, “was to 
make shopping easy by keep-
ing sizes well organized and 
stores well stocked.”

The company went on to ex-

pand to include other iconic 
brands including Banana Re-
public and Old Navy.

Today, Gap operates about 
3,500 stores worldwide, in-
cluding company-operated 
and franchise locations.

“Never content with what is, 
Doris continuously imagined 
what  might be and then made 
it happen,” Dickson said.

“In fact, a great deal of Gap 
Inc. culture at its best derives 
from Doris’s influence.”

She is survived by her three 
sons, Robert, William and 
John.

Doris and Don Fisher in 2007.

Musk agrees to pay $1.5 mn over Twitter share buying
AFP | Washington, United States

Elon Musk on Monday agreed 
to pay a small amount to 

end a government lawsuit that 
accused him of breaking stock 
market rules when he was se-

cretly buying up shares of Twit-
ter before his $44 billion takeo-
ver of the social media platform 
in 2022.

Musk’s trust will pay a $1.5 
million fine under the deal, 
which was filed in a Washing-

ton federal court and still needs 
a judge’s approval.

The case involves Musk’s 
missing a statutory deadline 
for notifying regulators as he 
bought more and more Twitter 
shares ahead of the takeover.

Musk’s attorney Alex Spiro 
cast the outcome as a vindica-
tion, saying his client “has now 
been cleared of all issues related 
to the late filing of forms in the 
Twitter acquisition, as we said 
from the outset he would be.”
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The Anti-Coercion Instrument 
is designed to act only as a last 

resort—the European Union must 
first try dialogue and diplomatic 
solutions before triggering any 

retaliation measures.

This makes the so-called 
“bazooka” not just a weapon, but 
a rules-based safeguard, ensuring 

that any response to economic 
coercion is legally structured 

and proportionate rather than 
immediate or arbitrary.

KNOW WHAT

EU prepared for ‘every scenario’ 
after Trump car tariff threat

European Parliament has given conditional approval to the EU-US trade pact

• France has repeatedly 
pressed for the bloc 
to unleash the potent 
ACI trade tool

• Dubbed the EU’s 
“bazooka”, it allows for 
a range of responses 
from tariffs 

AFP | Yerevan, Armenia

EU chief Ursula von der Ley-
en said yesterday the bloc 
is “prepared for every sce-

nario” after US President Donald 
Trump threatened to hike levies 
on European cars.

Trump vowed Friday to raise 
tariffs on EU cars and trucks 
from 15 to 25 percent, accus-
ing the bloc of reneging on a 
trade accord struck last year -- a 
charge von der Leyen rejected.

“A deal is a deal, and we have a 
deal,” the European Commission 
president told reporters in Yere-
van. “We are both implementing 

this deal while respecting the 
different democratic procedures 
we have on both sides.”

The European Parliament has 
given conditional approval to the 
EU-US trade pact, but a final ver-

sion still needs to be negotiated 
with the bloc’s member states.

The EU’s trade chief Maros 
Sefcovic is to hold talks in Paris 
Tuesday with US Trade Repre-
sentative Jamieson Greer, who 

has complained about a “very 
slow” EU approval process as 
well as amendments that would 
“limit the deal”.

“The president decided that 
if the Europeans aren’t imple-
menting the deal right now, then 
we don’t have to implement all 
of it either at this time,” Greer 
said Monday.

The European Commission, 
which leads trade policy for the 
27-nation EU, has made clear it is 
keeping its options open should 
Trump’s new car tariffs kick in, 
without speculating on what 
action it might take.

Macron demands ‘bazooka’
But French President Emma-

nuel Macron, also in Armenia 
on a state visit, said yesterday 
the bloc should be ready to acti-
vate its powerful anti-coercion 
instrument (ACI).

Slamming the US president for 
brandishing “threats of desta-
bilisation”, Macron said the EU 
had “equipped itself with in-
struments that would then have 
to be activated, because that is 
precisely what they are for”.

Key EU power France has re-

peatedly pressed for the bloc 
to unleash the potent ACI trade 
tool, should Trump make good 
on successive trade threats 
aimed at European countries.

The EU has never deployed the 
instrument, aimed at dissuading 
countries from exerting geopo-
litical pressure on the bloc.

Dubbed the EU’s “bazooka”, it 
allows for a range of responses 
from tariffs on US goods to curbs 
on the export of strategic goods 
and the exclusion of American 
firms from tenders in Europe.

Last year’s trade deal capped 
US tariffs at 15% on most EU 
goods, including cars -- lower 
than the 25 percent Trump im-
posed on vehicles from many 
other trading partners.

The commission insists it re-
mains committed to the accord.

“On the European Union side, 
we are now in the final stages 
of implementing the remaining 
tariff commitments,” said von 
der Leyen.

“At the same time, the US has 
the commitment -- for exam-
ple where alignment with the 
agreed ceiling is still outstand-

ing,” she said.
“So we want from this work 

mutual gain, cooperation and 
reliability -- and we are prepared 
for every scenario.”

Armenia’s Prime Minister Nikol Pashinyan, European Commission President 
Ursula von der Leyen and European Council President Antonio Costa attend the 
Armenia-European Union summit in Yerevan

CONDENSED CONSOLIDATED STATEMENT OF FINANCIAL POSITION 

As at 31 March 2026

31 March 
2026

31 December 
2025

BD’000
(reviewed)

BD’000
(audited)

ASSETS

Cash and balances with banks and Central Bank  77,476  73,664 

Placements with financial institutions  226,243  293,129 

Financing contracts  995,017  998,523 

Investment securities  412,627  390,347 

Investment in associates  7,691  7,691 

Investment in real estate  13,721  13,721 

Property and equipment  16,218  15,948 

Other assets  11,211  11,253 

TOTAL ASSETS  1,760,204  1,804,276 

LIABILITIES, QUASI-EQUITY AND OWNERS’ EQUITY

Liabilities

Placements from financial institutions  29,078  90,595 

Placements from non-financial institutions
and individuals  156,131  167,054 

Financing from financial institutions  280,907  260,125 

Customers’ current accounts  283,622  254,596 

Other liabilities  46,226  43,296 

Total Liabilities  795,964  815,666 

Quasi-equity

Financial institutions  35,083  73,261 

Non-financial institutions and individuals  768,428  752,066 

Total Quasi-equity  803,511  825,327 

Owners’ Equity

Share capital  106,406  106,406 

Treasury shares  (677)  (677)

Shares under employee share incentive scheme  (50)  (245)

Share premium  197  132 

Reserves  29,853  32,667 

Equity attributable to Bank’s shareholders  135,729  138,283 

Subordinated Mudaraba (AT1)  25,000  25,000 

Total Owners’ Equity  160,729  163,283 

TOTAL LIABILITIES, QUASI-EQUITY AND
OWNERS’ EQUITY  1,760,204  1,804,276 

Licensed as an Islamic Retail Bank by the Central Bank of Bahrain BisB.com   |  17 51 51 51

CONDENSED CONSOLIDATED STATEMENT OF CASH FLOWS 
For the three months ended 31 March 2026

31 March 
2026

31 March  
2025

BD’000
(reviewed)

BD’000
(reviewed)

OPERATING ACTIVITIES

Profit for the period  3,180  10,002 

Adjustments for non-cash items:

Depreciation and amortization  428  317 

Impairment allowance on financial instruments, net  1,464  2,688 

Amortization of right-of-use asset  75  86 

Gain on sale of investment in Sukuk  (2)  (4)

Gain on sale of investment in real estate    -  (9,523)

 Share of results of associates, net -  (35)

Operating profit before changes in operating assets 
and liabilities  5,145  3,531 

Working capital adjustments:

Mandatory reserve with Central Bank of Bahrain  (2,465)  175 

Financing contracts  2,370  (4,680)

Other assets  2,304  (1,426)

Customers’ current accounts  29,026  25,536 

Other liabilities  2,431  9,799 

Placements from financial institutions  (68,523)  32,753 

Placements from non-financial institutions
and individuals  (10,923)  (148,551)

Quasi-equity  (21,816)  125,317 

Net cash (used in) / from operating activities  (62,451)  42,454 

INVESTING ACTIVITIES

Purchase of property and equipment  (698)  (355)

Purchase of investment securities  (27,403)  (20,929)

Disposal of investment securities  2,524  41,169 

Net cash (used in) / from investing activities  (25,577)  19,885 

FINANCING ACTIVITIES

Proceeds from financing from financial institutions  20,782  6,790 

Dividends paid  (5,298)  -   

Net cash from financing activities  15,484  6,790 

NET (DECREASE) / INCREASE IN CASH AND CASH EQUIVALENTS  (72,544)  69,129 

Cash and cash equivalents at 1 January  314,201  175,629 

CASH AND CASH EQUIVALENTS AT 31 MARCH  241,657  244,758 

Cash and cash equivalents comprise:   

Cash on hand  5,935  9,881 

Balances with CBB, excluding mandatory reserve deposits  761  578 

Balances with banks and other financial institutions
excluding restricted balances  8,718  14,942 

Placements with financial institutions with original
maturities less than 90 days  226,243  219,357 

 241,657  244,758 

CONDENSED CONSOLIDATED STATEMENT OF CHANGES IN OWNERS’ EQUITY 

For the three months ended 31 March 2026

31 March 
2026

31 March  
2025

BD’000
(reviewed)

BD’000
(reviewed)

Balance at 1 January  163,283  147,420 

Profit for the period  3,180  10,002 

Other comprehensive income  12  (111)

Total comprehensive income for the period  3,192  9,891 

Cash dividends  (5,298) -

Zakah approved  (638)  (356)

Donations approved  (70)  (50)

Shares allocated to staff during the period  260  67 

Balance at 31 March  160,729  156,972 

Zaid Khalid Abdulrahman 
Chairman

Usman Ahmed
Vice Chairman

Fatema AlAlawi
Chief Executive Officer

The condensed consolidated interim financial information was approved by the Board 
of Directors on 5 May 2026 and has been reviewed by KPMG.

CONDENSED CONSOLIDATED STATEMENT OF INCOME 

For the three months ended 31 March 2026

31 March
2026

31 March  
2025

BD’000
(reviewed)

BD’000
(reviewed)

INCOME

Income from financing contracts  12,845  13,283 

Income from placements with financial institutions  3,060  1,924 

Income from investment in Sukuk  5,293  3,532 

Expense on placements from financial institutions  (770)  (1,141)

Expense on placements from non-financial institutions
and individuals  (2,303)  (5,449)

Expense on financing from financial institutions  (3,146)  (2,179)

Net finance income  14,979  9,970 

Fee and commission income, net  1,615  1,740 

Income from investment in real estate, net  7  9,554 

Share of results of associates, net  -    35 

Other income, net  1,111  753 

Total income  17,712  22,052 

EXPENSES

Staff costs  3,565  4,292 

Depreciation and amortization  503  403 

Other operating expenses  3,278  2,838 

Total expenses  7,346  7,533 

Profit before impairment allowances and
attribution to quasi-equity  10,366  14,519 

Impairment allowance on financial instruments, net  (1,464)  (2,688)

Profit before attribution to quasi-equity  8,902  11,831 

Profit attributable to quasi-equity  (5,722)  (1,829)

PROFIT FOR THE PERIOD  3,180  10,002 

BASIC AND DILUTED EARNINGS PER SHARE (fils)  3.01  9.48 



WE LEARN FROM FAILURE, NOT 
FROM SUCCESS
 BRAM STOKER, DRACULA
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30 529 1948 1969 TODAY 
IN 

HISTORY
Scholars estimate for the cruci-
fixion of Jesus by Roman troops 
in Jerusalem [or April 3]

First draft of Corpus Juris Civilis or 
the Justinian Code (a fundamental 
work in jurisprudence) is issued by 

Eastern Roman Emperor Justinian I

World Health Organization is formed by 
the United Nations

The Internet’s 
symbolic birth date: 
publication of RFC 1

US Central 
Command “and the 

rest of the joint 
force remain ready 

to resume major 
combat operations 

against Iran if 
ordered to do so. No 

adversary should 
mistake our current 
restraint with a lack 

of resolve
GENERAL DAN CAINE

These attacks are 
unacceptable. 
Security in the 

(Gulf) region has 
direct consequences 

for Europe”.
EU CHIEF URSULA VON DER LEYEN

Return to the 
negotiating table 

and stop holding the 
region and the world 

hostage
GERMAN CHANCELLOR FRIEDRICH 

MERZ

We’re not looking for a fight. But Iran also 
cannot be allowed to block innocent countries 

and their goods from an international 
waterway. If you attack American troops or 
innocent commercial shipping, you will face 

overwhelming and devastating American 
firepower

PETE HEGSETH

W I D E  A N G L E 

 JOEL INDRUPATI

Two British Kings. One 
Timeless Message

King George VI’s 
1939 address 
was a call for 

unity, calm, and 
resolve in the 

face of a brutal 
war—against 

what he described 
as the “primitive 

doctrine that 
might is right.

The King’s Speech, an Oscar-winning historical drama 
from 2011, showed King George VI’s struggles with his 
speech impediment. His severe stammer and his painful 

efforts to overcome it revealed his human side, making him 
relatable.

When his elder brother abdicated the throne of the United 
Kingdom, George VI was suddenly thrust into the forefront. 
Then came the outbreak of World War II. And at a moment 
when his nation—and much of the world—needed reassurance, 
he faced a daunting ques-
tion: how could he speak?

The rapidly-evolving 
technology of radio only 
heightened his stress. 
For a man who had nev-
er sought the throne, the 
weight of a planet-span-
ning empire must have 
seemed overwhelming. 
The realization that his 
individual voice would 
have a global impact must 
have felt unnerving.

Yet he accepted his 
role. After long and tire-
some training, under his 
tough and unconventional 
speech therapist, he be-
came prepared.  And he 
delivered his first war-
time broadcast on Sep-
tember 3, 1939.

That address has be-
come historic. It is now 
remembered for its pow-
erful opening: “In this 
grave hour, perhaps the 
most fateful in our his-
tory…”

It underscored Britain’s 
efforts to seek peace, and 
its reluctant but firm de-
cision to go to war in de-
fense of freedom. Broad-
cast by the BBC, his voice 
reached audiences across 
the UK, Australia, Canada, 
New Zealand, India, and many other colonies and 
dominions of the then British empire.

Now, fast-forward to April 2026. His grandson, King Charles 
III delivered a speech which also became historic. It went 
around the globe.

Addressing the U.S. Congress at the United States Capitol, his 
words resonated not just in the chamber but across the world 
in real time—amplified by television and social media.

We must understand the moment. It was delicate. It was sen-
sitive. Political tensions had strained U.S.-UK relations, particu-
larly over Britain’s decision not to engage in the Iran conflict.

Now described as a high-stakes diplomatic moment, this 
speech balanced candour with tact. With touches of humour, 
it carried the weight of the times—calling for unity, reaffirm-
ing democratic values, supporting Ukraine, and strengthening 
NATO in what the king had termed a “volatile world.”

The audience response was striking: twelve standing ovations 
from the US Congress. His speech was diplomacy in action. It 
skillfully navigated disagreement while reaffirming the en-
during bond between the two nations—even 250 years after 
American independence. It acknowledged differences, yet 
emphasized shared responsibility. Especially, in safeguarding 
democracy, global security, and the environment.

King George VI’s 1939 address was a call for unity, calm, and 
resolve in the face of a brutal war—against what he described as 
the “primitive doctrine that might is right.” Today, King Charles 
III echoes that spirit, urging renewed partnership and collective 
responsibility in an equally uncertain world.

The contexts differ, but the core message remains unchanged. 
Then, as now, the world stands at uneasy crossroads. Then, as 
now, the answer lies not in division, but in unity—tempered 
by calm, guided by wisdom, and anchored in a genuine desire 
for peace.

For history reminds us of a simple truth: when leaders rise 
above fear and ambition, and speak not just to power but to 
conscience, their words can steady nations.

And then perhaps, geopolitical structures will see less pop-
ulism and ego, and more understanding and dialogue
(The views and opinions expressed in this article are those of the author and 
do not necessarily reflect the official policy or position of the Daily Tribune)

Ceasefire on brink US combat ready
US threatens ‘devastating’ response to any Iran attack on shipping Israel ready to deploy ‘entire air force’ against Iran if needed: new chief

Iran Nobel 
winner 
Mohammadi 
‘between life 
and death’: 
supporters
AFP | Paris, France

Jailed Iranian Nobel 
Peace Prize winner 

Narges Mohammadi is 
fighting for her life after 
being hospitalised under 
guard for the last five days 
with a heart condition, 
her supporters said on 
Tuesday.

“We are not just fight-
ing for the freedom of 
Narges, we are fighting 
so that her heart contin-
ues to beat,” said her Par-
is-based lawyer Chirinne 
Ardakani at a news con-
ference of her supporters, 
adding that the 2023 au-
reate was now “between 
life and death”.

AFP | Washington, United States

The United States is "not look-
ing for a fight" over the Strait 

of Hormuz and its ceasefire with 
Iran still holds, but any attack on 
commercial shipping will be met 
with a "devastating" response, 
the Pentagon chief said yester-
day.

The warning from Pete Heg-
seth came on the second day of 
a US effort to facilitate the transit 
of commercial ships through the 
Strait of Hormuz, which Iran 
had closed in response to the 
US-Israeli war against the Islam-
ic republic.

Top US military officer General 
Dan Caine meanwhile said US 
forces are ready to resume major 
combat operations against Iran if 
ordered to do so.

"No adversary 
s h o u l d 

mistake our current restraint 
with a lack of resolve," said 
Caine, who spoke alongside 
Hegseth.

Admiral Brad Cooper, the com-
mander responsible for US troops 
in the Middle East, said Monday 
that Washington's forces had 
intercepted missiles and drones 

fired by 

Iran and also destroyed six small 
Iranian boats that threatened 
shipping.

But both Caine and Hegseth 
downplayed those hostilities, 
with the general describing it 
as "low harassing fire" and the 
Pentagon chief saying that "right 
now, the ceasefire certainly 
holds."

US a n d  Is ra e l i  f o rc e s 

launched the war against Iran 
on February 28, after which 
the Islamic republic closed the 
Strait of Hormuz -- a vital route 
for oil and gas exports -- while 
American forces later launched 
a blockade of Iranian ports.

President Donald Trump has 
indefinitely extended what was 
initially a two-week ceasefire, 
but the conflict -- and 

its widespread economic fallout 
-- remains unresolved.

Caine said there are currently 
"22,500 mariners embarked on 
more than 1,550 commercial ves-
sels trapped in the Arabian Gulf, 
unable to transit."

Cooper said Monday that the 
United States is not directly 
escorting ships but rather had 
cleared a safe path through the 
Strait of Hormuz and then put 
in place multi-layered defens-
es including ships, aircraft and 
electronic warfare to respond to 
any threats. Hegseth made clear 
in his remarks that the operation 
will not be open-ended.

"We're stabilizing the situation 
so commerce can flow again, 
but we expect the world to step 
up. At the appropriate time, and 
soon, we will hand responsibility 

back to you," he said.

The warnings came after Iran's chief negotiator said Tehran "had not even 
started yet" in the crucial trade route, after a spate of attacks by both sides 

on Monday threatened to reignite the Middle East war.

• Iran denied any of its combat ships had been hit in US attacks but 
accused Washington of killing five civilian passengers on boats.

• Denmark’s freight giant Maersk said yesterday that one of its ships 
had successfully sailed through the Hormuz under US escort.

India condemns drone strike on 
UAE, urges Hormuz access
AFP | New Delhi, India

India condemned a drone 
strike on an energy facility in 

Fujairah in which three Indians 
were injured, urging uninter-
rupted access to the Strait of 
Hormuz, the foreign ministry 
said yesterday. 

Iranian state TV said the Is-
lamic republic had “no pre-
planned programme” to attack 
oil facilities in the UAE.

“We call for immediate ces-
sation of these hostilities and 

the targeting of civilian in-
frastructure and innocent ci-
vilians,” India’s foreign min-
istry spokesperson Randhir 
Jaiswal said in a statement  
yesterday. 

“We also call for free and 
unimpeded navigation and 
commerce through the Strait 
of Hormuz in keeping with 
international law,” Jaiswal  
added.

“India stands ready to support 
all efforts for a peaceful resolu-
tion of issues.”

South Korea to 
review joining 
US Hormuz 
operation
AFP | Seoul, South Korea

South Korea said Tues-
day it will “review its 

position” on joining US 
operations in the Strait of 
Hormuz after President 
Donald Trump urged 
Seoul to take part follow-
ing an apparent Iranian 
attack on one of its ships.

South Korea’s foreign 
ministry said Tuesday 
that all 24 crew mem-
bers aboard the stricken 
HMM Namu -- including 
six South Korean nation-
als -- were unharmed.

Trump said the in-
cident should prompt 
South Korea to join 
American efforts to guide 
stranded ships through 
the strait. On Tuesday, 
South Korea’s defence 
ministry said it would 
“carefully review our 
position”, but did not 
commit to any change. 
It added that it had been 
“actively participating in 
international discussions 
on cooperation to ensure 
safe passage through the 
Strait of Hormuz”.

Ukraine to observe 
own truce with 
Russia starting May 
6, Zelensky says
AFP | Kyiv, Ukraine

Ukraine will observe its 
own truce with Russia 

starting May 6, Ukrainian 
President Volodymyr Zelen-
sky said Monday, after Mos-
cow declared a unilateral 
truce with Ukraine over the 
May 9 Russian holiday.

“As of today, there has 
been no official appeal to 
Ukraine regarding the mo-
dality of a cessation of hos-
tilities that is being claimed 
on Russian social media,” 
Zelensky said in a post on X.

“In this regard, we are 
announcing a ceasefire re-
gime starting at 00:00 (2100 
GMT) on the night of May 
5–6. In the time left until 
that moment, it is realistic 
to ensure that silence takes 
effect,” he added. Vessels are pictured anchored in the Strait of Hormuz off Bandar Abbas in southern Iran

France’s Macron to speak 
with Iran president
AFP | Yerevan, Armenia

French President 
Emmanuel Ma-

cron will speak with 
his Iranian counter-
part Masoud Pezesh-
kian later on Tuesday, 
as he pushed for Teh-
ran to reopen the Strait 
of Hormuz.

“I will be speaking with 
the Iranian president 
shortly,” Macron told 
reporters at a press 

conference in Yerevan, 
adding that France 
had long advocated 
for “the restoration 
of freedom of navi-
gation” in the vital 
waterway.

Britain calls for de-
escalation 

British Prime Minister Keir 
Starmer called for de-es-

calation in the Middle East af-
ter the United Arab Emirates 
reported attacks for the first 
time since a truce was declared 
nearly a month ago.

People cycle past a humanoid robot police officer in Hangzhou, in China’s eastern Zhejiang province on the third day of 
a five-day national May Day holiday. The tech hub’s traffic police deployed 15 humanoid robots in total to bolster their 
ranks on May 1.

Iran-China talks 

Iranian Foreign Minister Ab-
bas Araghchi will travel to 

Beijing on Tuesday for talks, 
the foreign ministry said, amid 
stalled negotiations with the 
United States.

Iran-FIFA meet

FIFA has invited the 
Iranian football fed-

eration (FFIRI) to its 
headquarters for talks 
over the country's par-
ticipation at this year's 
World Cup, a source told 
AFP.

Iran's presence at the 
tournament, held in the 
United States, Canada 
and Mexico between 
June 11 and July 19, has 
been shrouded in un-
certainty since the war 
erupted.

China fireworks factory 
explosion kills 26, injures 61

AFP | Beijing, China

The death toll from a giant 
explosion at a fireworks 

factory in central China rose 
to 26, with 61 more injured, 
officials said yesterday. 

The explosion occurred at 
around 4:43 pm on Monday at 
the Liuyang Huasheng Fire-
works Manufacturing and 
Display Company in Liuyang, 
Hunan province, state broad-
caster CCTV reported.

Following the blast, all fire-
works makers in Hunan's 
provincial capital Changsha, 

which administers Liuyang, 
had been ordered to stop pro-
duction ahead of safety inspec-
tions, CCTV said.

Videos on social media from 
Monday showed continuous 
explosions accompanied by 
a vast cloud of smoke rising 
high into the air in a rural area 
surrounded by mountains.

Drone footage from CCTV 
taken a day later showed a 
swathe of smouldering de-
bris where buildings had 
stood, with rescue workers 
and excavators scouring the  
rubble.

Firefighters spray water at the scene of a fireworks factory explosion in 
Liuyang, in China’s central Hunan province

Race to find port for cruise ship 
battling deadly rodent virus

• WHO tracing over 80 
people on flight taken 
by hantavirus victim

AFP | Praia, Cape Verde

Health authorities raced yes-
terday to find a port for 

a cruise ship battling a hanta-
virus outbreak, as it remained 
off the West African coast with 
passengers isolating after three 
people died.

The World Health Organiza-
tion said the MV Hondius could 
head from Cape Verde to Spain’s 
Canary Islands, though Spanish 
authorities said they wanted 

health data from the expedition 
vessel before opening up a port.

The ship had been on an ad-
venture cruise from Ushuaia 
in Argentina to Cape Verde off 
west Africa. It has been at the 
centre of an international alert 
since Saturday after it was re-
vealed that the rare disease -- 
spread from infected rodents 
typically through urine, drop-
pings and saliva -- was suspect-
ed in three deaths.

The priority now is to evac-
uate two sick crew members 
who require urgent care -- po-
tentially to the Netherlands -- 
and “then the ship can move”, 
WHO epidemic and pandemic 
preparedness and prevention 
director Maria Van Kerkhove 
said in Geneva.

So far, two hantavirus 
cases have been con-

firmed. 

A general view of the cruise ship MV 
Hondius stationary off the port of 
Praia, the capital of Cape Verde

Trump calls Iran war 
a ‘little skirmish’
AFP | Washington, United 
States

President Donald Trump 
yesterday sought to min-

imize the war with Iran, call-
ing it “a little skirmish.”

“We’re in a little skirmish 
military. I call it a skirmish, 
because Iran has no chance. 
They never did. They know 
it,” Trump said during an 
Oval Office event on physical 
fitness among American kids.

Trump often touts the 
conflict as a resounding suc-
cess, insisting for example 
that Iran’s navy has been de-
stroyed.

He sometimes openly calls 
it a war but more often tries 
to minimize it because the 
war is unpopular at home.

On Monday he called it a 
“mini-war.” And last month 
he described US military op-
erations against Iran as “a 
little excursion.”

Urges Iran to ‘do 
the smart thing’ 
AFP | Washington, United 
States

US President Donald Trump 
urged Iran yesterday to “do 

the smart thing” and make a 
deal, saying even as a Middle 
East ceasefire teetered that he 
did not want to kill more Irani-
ans. “They should do the smart 
thing, because we don’t want 
to go in and kill people. Really 
don’t,” Trump told reporters 
in the Oval Office when asked 
about Iran. “I don’t want to, it’s 
too tough.”

Suu Kyi’s son urges 
Myanmar to provide 
‘proof of life’

AFP | Paris, France

The son of Myanmar’s de-
posed leader Aung San 

Suu Kyi yesterday demand-
ed France’s help in seek-
ing independently verified 
proof of his mother’s life 
after she was transferred to 
house arrest, her lawyers 
said. The country’s junta 
chief-turned-president Min 
Aung Hlaing on Thursday 
ordered the 80-year-old No-
bel Peace Prize winner to 
be moved, five years after 
putting her into detention 
in a coup. But her son, Kim 
Aris, says he has still not 
heard from his mother, who 
remains massively popular 
inside Myanmar.

Judge orders 
German car-
ramming suspect 
to psychiatric 
hospital
AFP | Leipzig, Germany

A m a n  s u s p e c t e d  o f 
ploughing a car into a 

crowd in the German city 
of Leipzig, killing two peo-
ple, was ordered into a psy-
chiatric hospital by a judge 
yesterday.

The judge found “com-
pelling reasons” to believe 
that the 33-year-old suspect 
carried out the attack “in a 
state of at least significantly 
diminished responsibility”, 
prosecutors in Leipzig said 
in a statement.

The German national 
allegedly drove the vehi-
cle Monday at high speed 
down a main street in the 
historic centre of the east-
ern city, leaving two peo-
ple dead and several others  
wounded.
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30 529 1948 1969 TODAY 
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HISTORY
Scholars estimate for the cruci-
fixion of Jesus by Roman troops 
in Jerusalem [or April 3]

First draft of Corpus Juris Civilis or 
the Justinian Code (a fundamental 
work in jurisprudence) is issued by 

Eastern Roman Emperor Justinian I

World Health Organization is formed by 
the United Nations

The Internet’s 
symbolic birth date: 
publication of RFC 1

US Central 
Command “and the 

rest of the joint 
force remain ready 

to resume major 
combat operations 

against Iran if 
ordered to do so. No 

adversary should 
mistake our current 
restraint with a lack 

of resolve
GENERAL DAN CAINE

These attacks are 
unacceptable. 
Security in the 

(Gulf) region has 
direct consequences 

for Europe”.
EU CHIEF URSULA VON DER LEYEN

Return to the 
negotiating table 

and stop holding the 
region and the world 

hostage
GERMAN CHANCELLOR FRIEDRICH 

MERZ

We’re not looking for a fight. But Iran also 
cannot be allowed to block innocent countries 

and their goods from an international 
waterway. If you attack American troops or 
innocent commercial shipping, you will face 

overwhelming and devastating American 
firepower

PETE HEGSETH

W I D E  A N G L E 

 JOEL INDRUPATI

Two British Kings. One 
Timeless Message

King George VI’s 
1939 address 
was a call for 

unity, calm, and 
resolve in the 

face of a brutal 
war—against 

what he described 
as the “primitive 

doctrine that 
might is right.

The King’s Speech, an Oscar-winning historical drama 
from 2011, showed King George VI’s struggles with his 
speech impediment. His severe stammer and his painful 

efforts to overcome it revealed his human side, making him 
relatable.

When his elder brother abdicated the throne of the United 
Kingdom, George VI was suddenly thrust into the forefront. 
Then came the outbreak of World War II. And at a moment 
when his nation—and much of the world—needed reassurance, 
he faced a daunting ques-
tion: how could he speak?

The rapidly-evolving 
technology of radio only 
heightened his stress. 
For a man who had nev-
er sought the throne, the 
weight of a planet-span-
ning empire must have 
seemed overwhelming. 
The realization that his 
individual voice would 
have a global impact must 
have felt unnerving.

Yet he accepted his 
role. After long and tire-
some training, under his 
tough and unconventional 
speech therapist, he be-
came prepared.  And he 
delivered his first war-
time broadcast on Sep-
tember 3, 1939.

That address has be-
come historic. It is now 
remembered for its pow-
erful opening: “In this 
grave hour, perhaps the 
most fateful in our his-
tory…”

It underscored Britain’s 
efforts to seek peace, and 
its reluctant but firm de-
cision to go to war in de-
fense of freedom. Broad-
cast by the BBC, his voice 
reached audiences across 
the UK, Australia, Canada, 
New Zealand, India, and many other colonies and 
dominions of the then British empire.

Now, fast-forward to April 2026. His grandson, King Charles 
III delivered a speech which also became historic. It went 
around the globe.

Addressing the U.S. Congress at the United States Capitol, his 
words resonated not just in the chamber but across the world 
in real time—amplified by television and social media.

We must understand the moment. It was delicate. It was sen-
sitive. Political tensions had strained U.S.-UK relations, particu-
larly over Britain’s decision not to engage in the Iran conflict.

Now described as a high-stakes diplomatic moment, this 
speech balanced candour with tact. With touches of humour, 
it carried the weight of the times—calling for unity, reaffirm-
ing democratic values, supporting Ukraine, and strengthening 
NATO in what the king had termed a “volatile world.”

The audience response was striking: twelve standing ovations 
from the US Congress. His speech was diplomacy in action. It 
skillfully navigated disagreement while reaffirming the en-
during bond between the two nations—even 250 years after 
American independence. It acknowledged differences, yet 
emphasized shared responsibility. Especially, in safeguarding 
democracy, global security, and the environment.

King George VI’s 1939 address was a call for unity, calm, and 
resolve in the face of a brutal war—against what he described as 
the “primitive doctrine that might is right.” Today, King Charles 
III echoes that spirit, urging renewed partnership and collective 
responsibility in an equally uncertain world.

The contexts differ, but the core message remains unchanged. 
Then, as now, the world stands at uneasy crossroads. Then, as 
now, the answer lies not in division, but in unity—tempered 
by calm, guided by wisdom, and anchored in a genuine desire 
for peace.

For history reminds us of a simple truth: when leaders rise 
above fear and ambition, and speak not just to power but to 
conscience, their words can steady nations.

And then perhaps, geopolitical structures will see less pop-
ulism and ego, and more understanding and dialogue
(The views and opinions expressed in this article are those of the author and 
do not necessarily reflect the official policy or position of the Daily Tribune)

Ceasefire on brink US combat ready
US threatens ‘devastating’ response to any Iran attack on shipping Israel ready to deploy ‘entire air force’ against Iran if needed: new chief

Iran Nobel 
winner 
Mohammadi 
‘between life 
and death’: 
supporters
AFP | Paris, France

Jailed Iranian Nobel 
Peace Prize winner 

Narges Mohammadi is 
fighting for her life after 
being hospitalised under 
guard for the last five days 
with a heart condition, 
her supporters said on 
Tuesday.

“We are not just fight-
ing for the freedom of 
Narges, we are fighting 
so that her heart contin-
ues to beat,” said her Par-
is-based lawyer Chirinne 
Ardakani at a news con-
ference of her supporters, 
adding that the 2023 au-
reate was now “between 
life and death”.

AFP | Washington, United States

The United States is "not look-
ing for a fight" over the Strait 

of Hormuz and its ceasefire with 
Iran still holds, but any attack on 
commercial shipping will be met 
with a "devastating" response, 
the Pentagon chief said yester-
day.

The warning from Pete Heg-
seth came on the second day of 
a US effort to facilitate the transit 
of commercial ships through the 
Strait of Hormuz, which Iran 
had closed in response to the 
US-Israeli war against the Islam-
ic republic.

Top US military officer General 
Dan Caine meanwhile said US 
forces are ready to resume major 
combat operations against Iran if 
ordered to do so.

" No  a dversa ry 
s h o u l d 

mistake our current restraint 
with a lack of resolve," said 
Caine, who spoke alongside 
Hegseth.

Admiral Brad Cooper, the com-
mander responsible for US troops 
in the Middle East, said Monday 
that Washington's forces had 
intercepted missiles and drones 

fired by 

Iran and also destroyed six small 
Iranian boats that threatened 
shipping.

But both Caine and Hegseth 
downplayed those hostilities, 
with the general describing it 
as "low harassing fire" and the 
Pentagon chief saying that "right 
now, the ceasefire certainly 
holds."

US a n d  Is ra e l i  f o rc e s 

launched the war against Iran 
on February 28, after which 
the Islamic republic closed the 
Strait of Hormuz -- a vital route 
for oil and gas exports -- while 
American forces later launched 
a blockade of Iranian ports.

President Donald Trump has 
indefinitely extended what was 
initially a two-week ceasefire, 
but the conflict -- and 

its widespread economic fallout 
-- remains unresolved.

Caine said there are currently 
"22,500 mariners embarked on 
more than 1,550 commercial ves-
sels trapped in the Arabian Gulf, 
unable to transit."

Cooper said Monday that the 
United States is not directly 
escorting ships but rather had 
cleared a safe path through the 
Strait of Hormuz and then put 
in place multi-layered defens-
es including ships, aircraft and 
electronic warfare to respond to 
any threats. Hegseth made clear 
in his remarks that the operation 
will not be open-ended.

"We're stabilizing the situation 
so commerce can flow again, 
but we expect the world to step 
up. At the appropriate time, and 
soon, we will hand responsibility 

back to you," he said.

The warnings came after Iran's chief negotiator said Tehran "had not even 
started yet" in the crucial trade route, after a spate of attacks by both sides 

on Monday threatened to reignite the Middle East war.

• Iran denied any of its combat ships had been hit in US attacks but 
accused Washington of killing five civilian passengers on boats.

• Denmark’s freight giant Maersk said yesterday that one of its ships 
had successfully sailed through the Hormuz under US escort.

India condemns drone strike on 
UAE, urges Hormuz access
AFP | New Delhi, India

India condemned a drone 
strike on an energy facility in 

Fujairah in which three Indians 
were injured, urging uninter-
rupted access to the Strait of 
Hormuz, the foreign ministry 
said yesterday. 

Iranian state TV said the Is-
lamic republic had “no pre-
planned programme” to attack 
oil facilities in the UAE.

“We call for immediate ces-
sation of these hostilities and 

the targeting of civilian in-
frastructure and innocent ci-
vilians,” India’s foreign min-
istry spokesperson Randhir 
Jaiswal said in a statement  
yesterday. 

“We also call for free and 
unimpeded navigation and 
commerce through the Strait 
of Hormuz in keeping with 
international law,” Jaiswal  
added.

“India stands ready to support 
all efforts for a peaceful resolu-
tion of issues.”

South Korea to 
review joining 
US Hormuz 
operation
AFP | Seoul, South Korea

South Korea said Tues-
day it will “review its 

position” on joining US 
operations in the Strait of 
Hormuz after President 
Donald Trump urged 
Seoul to take part follow-
ing an apparent Iranian 
attack on one of its ships.

South Korea’s foreign 
ministry said Tuesday 
that all 24 crew mem-
bers aboard the stricken 
HMM Namu -- including 
six South Korean nation-
als -- were unharmed.

Trump said the in-
cident should prompt 
South Korea to join 
American efforts to guide 
stranded ships through 
the strait. On Tuesday, 
South Korea’s defence 
ministry said it would 
“carefully review our 
position”, but did not 
commit to any change. 
It added that it had been 
“actively participating in 
international discussions 
on cooperation to ensure 
safe passage through the 
Strait of Hormuz”.

Ukraine to observe 
own truce with 
Russia starting May 
6, Zelensky says
AFP | Kyiv, Ukraine

Ukraine will observe its 
own truce with Russia 

starting May 6, Ukrainian 
President Volodymyr Zelen-
sky said Monday, after Mos-
cow declared a unilateral 
truce with Ukraine over the 
May 9 Russian holiday.

“As of today, there has 
been no official appeal to 
Ukraine regarding the mo-
dality of a cessation of hos-
tilities that is being claimed 
on Russian social media,” 
Zelensky said in a post on X.

“In this regard, we are 
announcing a ceasefire re-
gime starting at 00:00 (2100 
GMT) on the night of May 
5–6. In the time left until 
that moment, it is realistic 
to ensure that silence takes 
effect,” he added. Vessels are pictured anchored in the Strait of Hormuz off Bandar Abbas in southern Iran

France’s Macron to speak 
with Iran president
AFP | Yerevan, Armenia

French President 
Emmanuel Ma-

cron will speak with 
his Iranian counter-
part Masoud Pezesh-
kian later on Tuesday, 
as he pushed for Teh-
ran to reopen the Strait 
of Hormuz.

“I will be speaking with 
the Iranian president 
shortly,” Macron told 
reporters at a press 

conference in Yerevan, 
adding that France 
had long advocated 
for “the restoration 
of freedom of navi-
gation” in the vital 
waterway.

Britain calls for de-
escalation 

British Prime Minister Keir 
Starmer called for de-es-

calation in the Middle East af-
ter the United Arab Emirates 
reported attacks for the first 
time since a truce was declared 
nearly a month ago.

People cycle past a humanoid robot police officer in Hangzhou, in China’s eastern Zhejiang province on the third day of 
a five-day national May Day holiday. The tech hub’s traffic police deployed 15 humanoid robots in total to bolster their 
ranks on May 1.

Iran-China talks 

Iranian Foreign Minister Ab-
bas Araghchi will travel to 

Beijing on Tuesday for talks, 
the foreign ministry said, amid 
stalled negotiations with the 
United States.

Iran-FIFA meet

FIFA has invited the 
Iranian football fed-

eration (FFIRI) to its 
headquarters for talks 
over the country's par-
ticipation at this year's 
World Cup, a source told 
AFP.

Iran's presence at the 
tournament, held in the 
United States, Canada 
and Mexico between 
June 11 and July 19, has 
been shrouded in un-
certainty since the war 
erupted.

China fireworks factory 
explosion kills 26, injures 61

AFP | Beijing, China

The death toll from a giant 
explosion at a fireworks 

factory in central China rose 
to 26, with 61 more injured, 
officials said yesterday. 

The explosion occurred at 
around 4:43 pm on Monday at 
the Liuyang Huasheng Fire-
works Manufacturing and 
Display Company in Liuyang, 
Hunan province, state broad-
caster CCTV reported.

Following the blast, all fire-
works makers in Hunan's 
provincial capital Changsha, 

which administers Liuyang, 
had been ordered to stop pro-
duction ahead of safety inspec-
tions, CCTV said.

Videos on social media from 
Monday showed continuous 
explosions accompanied by 
a vast cloud of smoke rising 
high into the air in a rural area 
surrounded by mountains.

Drone footage from CCTV 
taken a day later showed a 
swathe of smouldering de-
bris where buildings had 
stood, with rescue workers 
and excavators scouring the  
rubble.

Firefighters spray water at the scene of a fireworks factory explosion in 
Liuyang, in China’s central Hunan province

Race to find port for cruise ship 
battling deadly rodent virus

• WHO tracing over 80 
people on flight taken 
by hantavirus victim

AFP | Praia, Cape Verde

Health authorities raced yes-
terday to find a port for 

a cruise ship battling a hanta-
virus outbreak, as it remained 
off the West African coast with 
passengers isolating after three 
people died.

The World Health Organiza-
tion said the MV Hondius could 
head from Cape Verde to Spain’s 
Canary Islands, though Spanish 
authorities said they wanted 

health data from the expedition 
vessel before opening up a port.

The ship had been on an ad-
venture cruise from Ushuaia 
in Argentina to Cape Verde off 
west Africa. It has been at the 
centre of an international alert 
since Saturday after it was re-
vealed that the rare disease -- 
spread from infected rodents 
typically through urine, drop-
pings and saliva -- was suspect-
ed in three deaths.

The priority now is to evac-
uate two sick crew members 
who require urgent care -- po-
tentially to the Netherlands -- 
and “then the ship can move”, 
WHO epidemic and pandemic 
preparedness and prevention 
director Maria Van Kerkhove 
said in Geneva.

So far, two hantavirus 
cases have been con-

firmed. 

A general view of the cruise ship MV 
Hondius stationary off the port of 
Praia, the capital of Cape Verde

Trump calls Iran war 
a ‘little skirmish’
AFP | Washington, United 
States

President Donald Trump 
yesterday sought to min-

imize the war with Iran, call-
ing it “a little skirmish.”

“We’re in a little skirmish 
military. I call it a skirmish, 
because Iran has no chance. 
They never did. They know 
it,” Trump said during an 
Oval Office event on physical 
fitness among American kids.

Trump often touts the 
conflict as a resounding suc-
cess, insisting for example 
that Iran’s navy has been de-
stroyed.

He sometimes openly calls 
it a war but more often tries 
to minimize it because the 
war is unpopular at home.

On Monday he called it a 
“mini-war.” And last month 
he described US military op-
erations against Iran as “a 
little excursion.”

Urges Iran to ‘do 
the smart thing’ 
AFP | Washington, United 
States

US President Donald Trump 
urged Iran yesterday to “do 

the smart thing” and make a 
deal, saying even as a Middle 
East ceasefire teetered that he 
did not want to kill more Irani-
ans. “They should do the smart 
thing, because we don’t want 
to go in and kill people. Really 
don’t,” Trump told reporters 
in the Oval Office when asked 
about Iran. “I don’t want to, it’s 
too tough.”

Suu Kyi’s son urges 
Myanmar to provide 
‘proof of life’

AFP | Paris, France

The son of Myanmar’s de-
posed leader Aung San 

Suu Kyi yesterday demand-
ed France’s help in seek-
ing independently verified 
proof of his mother’s life 
after she was transferred to 
house arrest, her lawyers 
said. The country’s junta 
chief-turned-president Min 
Aung Hlaing on Thursday 
ordered the 80-year-old No-
bel Peace Prize winner to 
be moved, five years after 
putting her into detention 
in a coup. But her son, Kim 
Aris, says he has still not 
heard from his mother, who 
remains massively popular 
inside Myanmar.

Judge orders 
German car-
ramming suspect 
to psychiatric 
hospital
AFP | Leipzig, Germany

A m a n  s u s p e c t e d  o f 
ploughing a car into a 

crowd in the German city 
of Leipzig, killing two peo-
ple, was ordered into a psy-
chiatric hospital by a judge 
yesterday.

The judge found “com-
pelling reasons” to believe 
that the 33-year-old suspect 
carried out the attack “in a 
state of at least significantly 
diminished responsibility”, 
prosecutors in Leipzig said 
in a statement.

The German national 
allegedly drove the vehi-
cle Monday at high speed 
down a main street in the 
historic centre of the east-
ern city, leaving two peo-
ple dead and several others  
wounded.
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Khartoum Airport Attack Condemned

The Secretary-General 
of the League of Arab 
States, Ahmed Aboul 

Gheit, strongly condemned a 
drone attack that targeted at 
least three strategic sites in Su-
dan’s Khartoum State, including 
Khartoum International Air-
port, describing it as a serious 
escalation threatening regional 
stability.

In a statement on Monday, 
Aboul Gheit said the use of un-
manned aerial vehicles against 
civilian facilities and critical 
infrastructure—reportedly 
launched from outside Sudanese 
territory—represents a “dan-
gerous escalation” that further 
worsens the country’s humani-
tarian and security crisis.

His spokesperson, Gamal Ro-
shdy, said the Secretary-Gener-
al reaffirmed the League’s full 
support for Sudan in preserving 
its security, sovereignty, unity, 
and territorial integrity, as well 
as protecting its national institu-
tions and infrastructure.

The Arab League warned that 
such attacks risk widening the 

conflict and undermin-
ing Arab, African, and in-
ternational efforts aimed 
at de-escalation and a 
Sudanese-led political 
process.

The statement also 
urged all parties to avoid 
actions that could ob-
struct ongoing diplo-
matic efforts, including 

attempts to secure a comprehen-
sive ceasefire, revive the Jeddah 
peace process, and advance an 
inclusive civilian dialogue.

Sudan has been gripped by 
conflict since April 2023, with 
repeated warnings from regional 
and international actors over the 
war’s expanding impact across 
the region.

Doha, Singapore discuss  
US-Iran ceasefire

Qatar’s Prime Minister 
and Foreign Minister 
S h aikh Mohammed 

bin Abdulrahman bin Jassim 
Al Thani held talks on Mon-
day with Singapore’s Foreign 
Minister Vivian Balakrishnan, 
focusing on strengthening bilat-
eral ties and regional develop-
ments, according to an official 
statement.

During the meeting in Doha, 
the two sides reviewed “stra-
tegic cooperation relations” 
between Qatar and Singapore 
and discussed ways to expand 
collaboration across various 
sectors, including diplomacy 
and economic engagement.

The discussions also touched 
on regional security, focusing 
particularly on the ceasefire 

between the United States 
and Iran. Both ministers un-
derscored the importance of 
continued efforts to reduce ten-
sions and support stability in 
the Middle East.

Singapore’s foreign minister 
is currently visiting Qatar of-
ficially as part of broader dip-
lomatic engagements aimed at 
enhancing ties between the two 
countries.

“Impregnable Fortress”
UAE military lauded for 50 years of service and sacrifice

The UAE marked the 50th 
anniversary of the uni-
fication of its Armed 

Forces. Leaders praised five 
decades of military service and 
expressed solidarity amid re-
gional tensions, according to 
official statements.

His Highness Shaikh Moham-
med bin Rashid Al Maktoum, 
Vice President, Prime Minister 
and Ruler of Dubai, said the de-
cision to unify the Armed Forces 
marked the beginning of build-
ing “the nation’s shield and de-
cisive sword” and a foundation 
for security and stability.

In a speech marking the oc-
casion, Shaikh Mohammed 
praised the Armed Forces’ “hon-
ourable national roles” and the 
sacrifices of its personnel over 
five decades, saying they had 
“raised the name of the UAE 
high” and formed “an impreg-
nable fortress” protecting the 
country’s pride and dignity.

He reflected on his early in-
volvement in the formation of 
the forces, recalling “memories 
of preparation” for the unifica-
tion decision and the subsequent 
development of the military over 
the past 50 years.

Separately, UAE President 
Shaikh Mohamed bin Zayed Al 
Nahyan received a phone call 
from Egyptian President Ab-
del Fattah El-Sisi. During the 
call, El-Sisi condemned what he 

described as Iranian “terrorist 
attacks” targeting civilians and 
civilian sites in the UAE.

El-Sisi said the attacks consti-
tuted a violation of sovereignty, 
international law and the UN 
Charter, and posed a threat to 
regional security and stability, 
according to the statement.

He also affirmed Egypt’s 
solidarity with the UAE and 
support for all measures Abu 
Dhabi takes to protect its 
sovereignty, security and the 
safety of its population.

“The decision to unify 
the Armed Forces 

marked the beginning 
of building the nation’s 

shield and decisive 
sword — a foundation 

for security and 
stability.”

Gulf cooperation talks held 
in Kuwait
Kuwait’s Crown Prince 

Sheikh Sabah Khaled 
Al-Hamad Al-Sabah re-

ceived the Secretary-General 
of the Gulf Cooperation Coun-
cil (GCC), Jasem Mohammed 
Al-Budaiwi, at Bayan Palace on 
Tuesday.

During the meeting, the two 
sides reviewed issues related 
to joint Gulf cooperation and 
ongoing efforts to advance the 
work of the six-member bloc, 
according to a statement.

The discussions focused on 
initiatives aimed at strength-
ening the GCC’s progress in line 
with the directives of the lead-
ers of member states, with an 
emphasis on achieving greater 
prosperity, stability, and devel-
opment across the region.

The meeting comes amid 

continued coordination among 
Gulf states on political, eco-
nomic, and security cooper-
ation frameworks under the 

GCC, which includes Bahrain, 
Kuwait, Oman, Qatar, Saudi 
Arabia, and the United Arab 
Emirates.

Senior Arab League offi-
cials met on Tuesday to 
discuss developments 

in the Arab region, focusing 
particularly on the Palestinian 
issue amid ongoing tensions.

Assistant Secretary-Gener-
al and head of the Palestine 
and Occupied Arab Territories 
sector, Ambassador Dr. Faid 
Mustafa, received Palestine’s 
Permanent Representative to 
the Arab League, Ambassador 
Muhannad Al-Aklouk, at the 
League’s headquarters.

Talks centered on the latest 
political developments and the 
humanitarian situation facing 
Palestinians, as Israeli attacks 
continue in the Gaza Strip and 
the West Bank, including occu-

pied East Jerusalem.
The two sides also reviewed 

ways to strengthen coordina-
tion and consultation between 
Palestine’s delegation and the 

Arab League’s relevant sector, 
aiming to enhance cooperation 
on key issues of mutual con-
cern, foremost among them the 
Palestinian cause. 

Palestine Talks Intensify

Gulf EU Alliance
Iran attacks strongly condemned

A delegation of Mem-
bers of the European 
Parliament (MEPs) 
reaffirmed strong 

support for Gulf states follow-
ing visits to Riyadh and Mana-
ma on May 3 and 4, underscor-
ing the growing importance 
of ties between the European 
Union and the Gulf region.

The seven-member delega-
tion held high-level talks in 
Saudi Arabia with Minister of 
State for Foreign Affairs Adel 
Bin Ahmed Al-Jubeir and 
Shura Council Vice Speaker 
Mishaal Al-Sulami. In Bahrain, 
the delegation held meetings 
with Foreign Minister Abdul-
latif Al Zayani, Shura Coun-
cil Chairman Ali Bin Saleh Al 
Saleh, and Council of Repre-

sentatives Speaker Ahmed bin 
Salman Al-Musallam. The del-
egation also met Gulf Coopera-
tion Council Secretary-General 
Jassem Al Budaiwi.

During the visit, MEPs strong-
ly condemned what they de-
scribed as indiscriminate at-
tacks by Iran against Gulf 
Cooperation Council states, 
stressing that stability in the re-
gion requires a comprehensive 
approach beyond any ceasefire. 
They said a lasting resolution 
must address Iran’s nuclear 
programme, as well as its bal-
listic missile and drone capa-
bilities and its role in regional 
conflicts through proxy groups.

The delegation also high-
lighted the urgent need to en-
sure safe and uninterrupted 

navigation through the Strait 
of Hormuz, calling it vital for 
global energy security and 
trade.

In both capitals, MEPs reit-
erated the European Union’s 
commitment to strengthening 
its strategic partnership with 
Gulf countries. Key areas of co-
operation include energy tran-
sition, digital transformation, 
transport connectivity, security, 
and clean technologies.

“This visit sends an unam-
biguous message: the European 
Union stands unreservedly in 
solidarity with the people of 
the Gulf,” said delegation head 
Reinhold Lopatka, adding that 
parliamentary diplomacy plays 
a crucial role in reinforcing ties 
during times of crisis.
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campus

Jaahnavi Jia

CAMPUS
Student from NMS Bahrain 
Shines on Global Platform with 
TED-Ed Talk
Manama

Th e  Ne w  M i l l e n n i u m 
School, Bahrain, proud-

ly celebrates the remarkable 
achievement of its student, 
Jaahnavi Jia, whose TED-
style talk titled “RELAXATION 
– Welcome to the World of 
Rubber Bands” has been se-
lected for publication on the 
TED-Ed Student Talks Official 
YouTube Channel.

The talk was submitted as 
part of the prestigious Great 
Ideas Quest, a global platform 
that encourages young minds 
to explore, innovate, and share 
powerful ideas. Jaahnavi’s 
presentation creatively draws 
parallels between the elastic-
ity of rubber bands and the 
importance of relaxation and 
resilience in managing life’s 
pressures. Her insightful nar-
rative and engaging delivery 
impressed evaluators, earning 
her a place on the internation-
ally recognized TED-Ed plat-
form.

This accomplishment high-
lights not only Jaahnavi’s ex-
ceptional communication and 
critical thinking skills but also 
reflects the school’s commit-
ment to nurturing creativity, 
confidence, and global per-
spectives among its students.

Principal Dr Arun Kuumar 
Sharma  expressed immense 
pride, stating that Jaahnavi’s 
achievement is a testament to 

the power of young voices and 
reflects the depth of thought 
NMS strives to cultivate in its 
students. He congratulated 
Jaahnavi, her proud parents 
alongwith the TED-Ed Teacher 
In-Charge, Ms. Manisha Nair 
and Student mentor Master 
Sagar Asnani, who supported 
her in this journey to excel-
lence.

Chairman Dr Ravi Pillai 
and Managing Director Mrs 
Geetha Pillai also lauded the 
achievement, saying that NMS 
believes in empowering stu-
dents to think beyond text-
books and express ideas that 
can inspire change.

T h e  Ne w  M i l l e n n i u m 
School continues to encour-
age its students to participate 
in global initiatives that fos-
ter innovation, creativity, and 
leadership, preparing them to 
become confident contributors 
to the world.

RCSI Medical University 
of Bahrain Congratulates 
Professor Manaf Alqahtani 
Following Gulf Health 
Council Appointment

Manama

The Vice Chancellor of RCSI 
in Dublin, Professor Ca-

thal Kelly, and President of 
the Royal College of Surgeons 
in Ireland (RCSI) - Medical 
University of Bahrain, Pro-
fessor Sameer Otoom, hosted 
Professor Manaf Alqahtani 
on campus to extend sincere 
congratulations on his new ap-
pointment as Chief Executive 
Officer of Disease Prevention 
and Control at the General 
Secretariat of the Gulf Health 
Council.

Professor Alqahtani’s dis-
tinguished nomination re-
flects his remarkable career 
in advanced microbiology and 
infectious diseases, contribu-

tions to laboratory integration, 
public health systems, global 
advisory work and leadership 
roles in Bahrain and beyond.

The University is especially 
grateful for Professor Alqa-
htani’s 16 years of academic 
service at RCSI Medical Uni-
versity of Bahrain, where he 
founded the Department of 
Microbiology and advanced 
undergraduate education and 
research.   He also contribut-
ed to medical specialty train-
ing at national level with the 
launch of the National Fellow-
ship in Infectious Diseases in  
2024.

We look forward to our con-
tinued collaboration, and we 
wish Professor Alqahtani the 
best of success in his new role.

ASU Hosts Global Tech Meet
Manama

Applied Science University is 
set to host the International 

Conference on Emerging Tech-
nologies for Sustainability and 
Intelligent Systems (ICETSIS 
2026) on 6–7 May 2026, bring-
ing together a distinguished and 
multidisciplinary international 
community of academics, re-
searchers, and industry experts 
from around the world.

This upcoming edition builds 
on the success of the inaugural 
conference held on  2022, fur-
ther establishing ICETSIS as a 
high-level scientific platform 
for knowledge exchange and 
the presentation of cutting-edge 
research in emerging technol-
ogies, intelligent systems, and 
sustainable development.

The conference aims to pro-
vide an interdisciplinary aca-
demic platform that enables 
researchers to exchange exper-
tise and explore the latest inno-
vations and future trends. Key 
focus areas will include artificial 
intelligence and its applications 
in information systems and data 
science, communication and 
network technologies, digital 
learning, financial technologies, 
as well as innovation in archi-
tecture and civil engineering to 

support sustainability-driven 
solutions.

ICETSIS 2026 is expected to 
witness strong international 
engagement, with participa-
tion from over 1,000 research-
ers representing more than 30 
countries. This reflects both 
the high scientific quality of 
the conference and the growing 
global interest in its thematic ar-
eas. The geographical distribu-
tion of contributors highlights 
a truly global reach, with the 
majority of contributions orig-
inating from the Asia-Pacific 
region, followed by Europe, the 
Middle East, and Africa.

The conference will feature 
a rigorous peer-review process 

overseen by the Technical Pro-
gram Committee and supported 
by a wide network of interna-
tional reviewers. This ensures 
the selection of high-quality 
research contributions and re-
inforces the academic integrity 
and credibility of the confer-
ence.

This year’s conference will 
be delivered in a hybrid format, 
combining in-person and virtual 
participation, thereby maxim-
ising international accessibility 
and fostering cross-border sci-
entific collaboration.

On this occasion, Professor 
Waheeb Al Khaja, Chairman of 
the Board of Trustees, empha-
sised that hosting this interna-

tional conference reflects the 
University’s vision to promote 
innovation and strengthen the 
role of research in serving soci-
ety. He noted that “the Univer-
sity is committed to providing a 
stimulating academic environ-
ment that supports knowledge 
creation and the development of 
sustainable solutions to global 
challenges, in alignment with 
the Kingdom of Bahrain’s ambi-
tious development vision.”

For his part, Professor Hatem 
Masri, President of the Univer-
sity, highlighted the strategic 
importance of the conference in 
strengthening international ac-
ademic partnerships. He stated 
that “organising this scientific 
event demonstrates the Univer-
sity’s commitment to keeping 
pace with rapid developments 
in emerging technologies, while 
providing an interactive plat-
form for knowledge exchange 
and building collaborative 
networks among researchers 
worldwide.”

It is worth noting that the 
conference proceedings will be 
published in globally recognised 
indexing platforms such as IEEE 
Xplore, further enhancing the 
visibility, impact, and academic 
value of the research presented.

Nurturing Responsible Futures through Water Stewardship at BIS
Manama

In alignment with the CBSE 
circular on the observance of 

Jal Pakhwada (16th–30th April 
2026) and the nationwide mis-
sion to promote water conserva-
tion and sustainability, Bhavans 
Bahrain Indian School (BIS) 
conducted an extensive series 
of awareness and engagement 
programmes aimed at nurturing 
environmental responsibility 
among students, staff, and the 
wider community.

The fortnight-long obser-
vance commenced with a sol-
emn and inspiring Jal Shapath 
(Water Pledge)  ceremony in 
which students, teachers, and 
staff collectively pledged to 
conserve water and promote 
responsible water usage in their 
homes, school, and society. The 
programme emphasized the im-
portance of protecting water 
resources and encouraged stu-

dents to become ambassadors 
of sustainable living.

The two week-long obser-
vances featured a diverse range 
of student-centered engage-
ments, including poster-making, 
slogan writing, storytelling, Save 
Water campaigns, seminars, 
quizzes, debates, model making 
and presentations. These activi-
ties provided students with cre-
ative and intellectual platforms 

to reflect on their daily water 
usage and to propose meaning-
ful solutions for conservation. 

The programme culminated 
in a recognition ceremony ap-
preciating the enthusiastic par-
ticipation of students, teachers, 
and staff in the various competi-
tions and awareness drives con-
ducted during the Jal Pakhwada 
fortnight.

Directors Mr Himanshu Ver-

ma and Mrs Ritu Verma empha-
sized the importance of such 
initiatives, stating, “Educating 
young minds about water con-
servation is not just an academic 
exercise, it is a moral responsi-
bility. At BIS, we equip students 
to become changemakers for a 
sustainable future.

BIS Students Mark Labour Day with Purposeful Outreach
Manama

On Labour Day, Bhavans Bah-
rain Indian School (BIS) 

embraced experiential learning 
by taking student leaders—Head 
Boy, Head Girl, Vice Heads, the 
Vice Captain of the Discipline 
Committee, along with staff—
to a labour camp. Through the 
distribution of gifts, students 
expressed heartfelt gratitude 
and connected meaningfully 
with the community.

Students also spent time in-
teracting with workers from 
engineering sites, listening to 
their experiences and sharing 
conversations that built mutual 
respect and understanding.

This initiative helped stu-
dents understand the dignity of 
labour and the importance of 
respecting every profession. It 
encouraged them to value the 

hard work and contributions of 
workers from all walks of life, 
fostering humility, empathy, and 
inclusivity.

By recognising that every role 

in society is essential and de-
serves respect, BIS continues 
to nurture socially responsible, 
compassionate, and grounded 
individuals.



36998883 or ALROOMI71@HOTMAIL.
COM
NASEER.SERVICES W.L.L has a vacancy 
for the occupation of OFFICE HELPER, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
34354460 or INFO.TRUEOUTH@GMAIL.
COM
AYAN MUHAMMAD ANWAR REPAIR 
EQUIPMENT ELECTRONIC W.L.L has a 
vacancy for the occupation of REPAIR-
MAN (GENERAL), suitably qualified ap-
plicants can contact 37516768 or ayan-
ayan78697@gmail.com
saga burger express W.L.L has a vacan-
cy for the occupation of WAITER, suit-
ably qualified applicants can contact 
36020030 or M.MNAWAZ829@GMAIL.
COM
SKENAR ELECTRIC WORKSHOP has a va-
cancy for the occupation of MECHANIC, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
17294340 or SARBJEET2003@YAHOO.
COM
CAPTAN TIGER SALOON has a vacancy 
for the occupation of BARBER-HAIR-
DRESSER, suitably qualified applicants 
can contact 33240568 or ASUSE3324@
GMAIL.COM
BREEZE MOVERS has a vacancy for the 
occupation of PACKER, suitably quali-
fied applicants can contact 34222234 or 
breezemovers@HOTMAIL.COM
WHEEL PLUS FOR CARS W.L.L has a 
vacancy for the occupation of ACCOUN-
TANTS, suitably qualified applicants can 
contact 33747454 or WHEELPLUS20@
GMAIL.COM
BEST NINE INTERIOR DECORATION BAH-
RAINI PARTNERSHIP COMPANY has a 
vacancy for the occupation of PAINT-
ER(BUILDING DECOR), suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 38468123 or FAL-
AKSHEROURANGZAIB@GMAIL.COM
Amenity Day Spa has a vacancy for the 
occupation of MASSEUR, suitably quali-
fied applicants can contact 33323364 or 
ALMAJED255@GMAIL.COM
DAR CLEAN CO W.L.L has a vacancy 
for the occupation of CLEANER, suit-
ably qualified applicants can contact 
34170035 or EKD434@GMAIL.COM
S H C CONTRACTING W.L.L has a vacan-
cy for the occupation of WORKER(CON-
STRUCTION).GENERAL, suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 37722742 or SAD-
EQCONSTRUCTION@GMAIL.COM
DIMENSION INTERIOR DECOR W.L.L has 
a vacancy for the occupation of DEC-
ORATOR, suitably qualified applicants 
can contact 33068940 or DHARMAN-
DRA72012@GMAIL.COM
BAHRAIN STAR TRADING CO WLL has 
a vacancy for the occupation of SALES-
MAN, suitably qualified applicants can 
contact 17340757 or CHERIAN.BST@
GMAIL.COM
D C C CONTRACTING W.L.L has a va-
cancy for the occupation of CLEANER, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
39887610 or ABDULLA@MICOSABH.COM
JAILANI FOR interior DECOR has a va-
cancy for the occupation of PAINTER(-
CONSTRUCTION), suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 17535123 or 
SAYEDKHALIDGILLANI@GMAIL.COM
K F BARBER SHOP has a vacancy for the 
occupation of BARBER, suitably quali-
fied applicants can contact 36336668 or 
BUABDULLAH.6@OUTLOOK.COM
RED PANTHER COMPANY  W.L.L has 
a vacancy for the occupation of CON-
STRUCTION WORKER, suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 36563904 or 
WALIDBAHRAINI015@GMAIL.COM
WANNAPA SPA W.L.L has a vacancy 
for the occupation of MASSEUR, suit-
ably qualified applicants can contact 
33097551 or ALI93ALSHAIKH@GMAIL.
COM
SHAA JI FOR MARKETING AND PROMO-
TION has a vacancy for the occupation 
of SALES AGENT, suitably qualified ap-
plicants can contact 33311247 or BAIG.
CLC@GMAIL.COM
OCEAN SPA  W.L.L has a vacancy for the 
occupation of MASSEUR, suitably quali-
fied applicants can contact 33305676 or 
ANDYHOPPE080@GMAIL.COM

suitably qualified applicants can contact 
33399841 or anaraham92@gmail.com
PORTS & OFFSHOR SERVICES has a va-
cancy for the occupation of CHIEF ENGI-
NEER, suitably qualified applicants can 
contact 37777797 or JABER@SULAITI-
MARINE.COM
MODERN HOME has a vacancy for the 
occupation of SPRAYER, suitably quali-
fied applicants can contact 17245289 or 
accounts@tariqpastries.com
PIZZA BUDS W.L.L has a vacancy for the 
occupation of WAITER, suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 34039494 or as-
ifmajeed59@gmail.com
PARAM SALOON W.L.L has a vacancy for 
the occupation of BARBER, suitably qual-
ified applicants can contact 36945388 or 
GILLMANIJORDAN@GMAIL.COM
POLY LOISIRS MARKETING W.L.L has a 
vacancy for the occupation of MARKET-
ING EXECUTIVE, suitably qualified appli-
cants can contact 39373234 or NOURED-
DINAJSALEM80@GMAIL.COM
FHONEL STORE FOR GENERAL TRADING 
has a vacancy for the occupation of OF-
FICE ASSISTANT, suitably qualified appli-
cants can contact 33699393 or Z.ALAB-
DEEN.SALEH98@GMAIL.COM
RAMSIS ENGINEERING CO. W.L.L has a 
vacancy for the occupation of TECHNI-
CIAN, suitably qualified applicants can 
contact 17830801 or Abbas@ramsis.
com.bh
EMRAN GARAGE W.L.L has a vacancy 
for the occupation of MECHANIC, suit-
ably qualified applicants can contact 
34309974 or EMRANGARAGE@GMAIL.
COM
RAMSIS ENGINEERING CO. W.L.L has a 
vacancy for the occupation of TECHNI-
CIAN, suitably qualified applicants can 
contact 17830801 or Abbas@ramsis.
com.bh
RAMSIS ENGINEERING CO. W.L.L has a 
vacancy for the occupation of TECHNI-
CIAN, suitably qualified applicants can 
contact 17830801 or Abbas@ramsis.
com.bh
GUARDUS SECURITY CO. W.L.L has a 
vacancy for the occupation of SECURITY 
GUARD, suitably qualified applicants can 
contact 17400407 or HRD@ALMOAYYED-
CG.COM
ENNA PUBLICITY AND ADVERTISING 
has a vacancy for the occupation of 
WORKER(SALES), suitably qualified ap-
plicants can contact 38112699 or TAHIR-
SHAFQ705@GMAIL.COM
GUARDUS SECURITY CO. W.L.L has a 
vacancy for the occupation of SECURITY 
GUARD, suitably qualified applicants can 
contact 17400407 or HRD@ALMOAYYED-
CG.COM
MAAQ OPTICS W.L.L has a vacancy 
for the occupation of SALESMAN, suit-
ably qualified applicants can contact 
37733357 or SADIQUEIT@GMAIL.COM
ALMOAYYED SECURITY has a vacancy 
for the occupation of SECURITY GUARD, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
17400407 or proffice@almoayyedcg.com
BUILD & BRIDGE W.L.L has a vacancy for 
the occupation of WORKER(CONSTRUC-
TION), suitably qualified applicants can 
contact 17730411 or symeashok@gmail.
com
Security Solutions Co. W.L.L. has a va-
cancy for the occupation of SECURITY 
GUARD, suitably qualified applicants can 
contact 77996666 or GOVERNMENT@
MRE.CO
ALMOAYYED SECURITY has a vacancy 
for the occupation of SECURITY GUARD, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
17400407 or proffice@almoayyedcg.com
Bahrain Electromechanical Services Co. 
W.L.L. has a vacancy for the occupation 
of TECHNICIAN, suitably qualified appli-
cants can contact 17536275 or BEMCO@
BATELCO.COM.BH
ALMOAYYED SECURITY has a vacancy 
for the occupation of SECURITY GUARD, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
17400407 or proffice@almoayyedcg.com
NEW DIMENSION CONTRACTING CO. 
W.L.L has a vacancy for the occupation 
of CLEANER, suitably qualified applicants 

Mechanical Contracting & Services 
Company W.L.L has a vacancy for the 
occupation of FLAME-CUTTER(HAND), 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
36937988 or MCSC@MCSCWLL.COM
JANNAT BABU SPARE PARTS W.L.L has 
a vacancy for the occupation of WORK-
ER(SALES), suitably qualified applicants 
can contact 33189010 or ALJZAFDOCU-
MENTS@GMAIL.COM
OLD CHEF RESTAURANT has a vacancy 
for the occupation of COOK(GENERAL), 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
77140192 or BOB_200420@HOTMAIL.
COM
Pile and Drive Co W.L.L has a vacancy for 
the occupation of CRANE OPERATOR, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
16001600 or ALI@MATROOK.BH
DURRAT AL MUHARRAQ CLEANING & 
MAINTENANCE W.L.L has a vacancy 
for the occupation of CLEANER, suit-
ably qualified applicants can contact 
17535158 or bucheeri5@gmail.com
HASNABAD RESTURANT PARTNERSHIP 
COMPANY has a vacancy for the occupa-
tion of WAITER, suitably qualified appli-
cants can contact 33197726 or RANANA-
JIR3@GMAIL.COM
EPIC CREDIT RECOVERIES has a va-
cancy for the occupation of COLLEC-
TOR(DEBTS), suitably qualified appli-
cants can contact 16631660 or INFO@
EPICCREDITRECOVERIES.COM
ZAKI STAR HOME DECOR SERVICES 
W.L.L has a vacancy for the occupation 
of OFFICE ASSISTANT, suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 38868178 or GUL-
FYATRABH@GMAIL.COM
TUBLI CAFE has a vacancy for the occu-
pation of WORKER(JUICE), suitably qual-
ified applicants can contact 39159980 or 
HAMADHELAL72@GMAIL.COM
QARTAJ  SALON has a vacancy for the 
occupation of BARBER, suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 17411104 or ALI-
ABUTHAKI@GMAIL.COM
AHMED OMAR TRADING & CONTRACT-
ING EST .W L L has a vacancy for the 
occupation of ALUMINIUM TECHNICIAN 
(GENERAL), suitably qualified applicants 
can contact 17258545 or admin@ahme-
domer.com
NADEEM KHAN CONSULTANCY W.L.L has 
a vacancy for the occupation of SALES-
MAN, suitably qualified applicants can 
contact 36966006 or NADEEM.6038@
GMAIL.COM
365 SALOON has a vacancy for the occu-
pation of BARBER, suitably qualified ap-
plicants can contact 39128868 or ABUA-
MMAR.MARHOON@GMAIL.COM
AH MINI MARKET W.L.L has a vacancy 
for the occupation of SALESMAN, suit-
ably qualified applicants can contact 
33072484 or MUX.AHWLL@GMAIL.COM
PELLA CARPENTRY WORKSHOP W.L.L 
has a vacancy for the occupation of CAR-
PENTER(FURNITURE), suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 39777869 or PEL-
LATOUCH@GMAIL.COM
BAHER MARKETS W.L.L has a vacancy 
for the occupation of SALESMAN, suit-
ably qualified applicants can contact 
39222887 or Nooh.shams@gmail.COM
STAR CARE WORKSHOP W.L.L has a va-
cancy for the occupation of TECHNICIAN, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
39643189 or INFO@AWTADI.COM
DELMON INTERNATIONAL HOTEL has 
a vacancy for the occupation of MAN-
AGER (FOOD & BEVERAGES SECTION), 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
17224000 or HR@DELMONHOTEL.COM
SICO BSC (c) has a vacancy for the occu-
pation of OFFICER (ADMINISTRATIVE), 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
17515012 or hajlan@sicobank.com
TH COFFEE INTERNATIONAL W.L.L has 
a vacancy for the occupation of COFFEE 
SERVER, suitably qualified applicants 
can contact 17564451 or Fatima.Almosa-
wi@timhortonsme.com
ALNAYROZ REAL ESTATE W.L.L has a va-
cancy for the occupation of SALESMAN, 

can contact 77999360 or FISHERMAN-
SENSE@GMAIL.COM
HEALTH WELLNESS BY NISHA W.L.L 
has a vacancy for the occupation of 
MASSEUR, suitably qualified applicants 
can contact 66656707 or NUSHNISHA@
GMAIL.COM
AL ASIF RESTAURANT W.L.L has a va-
cancy for the occupation of WAITER, 
suitably qualified applicants can con-
tact 37743832 or ASIFAHMED175698@
GMAIL.COM
SHAZI GRILLS has a vacancy for the oc-
cupation of WAITER, suitably qualified ap-
plicants can contact 39014100 or NINA.
MOHAMMED78@GMAIL.COM
AHMED  MOHAMMED  JASSIM  CON-
STRUCTION CO. W.L.L. has a vacancy 
for the occupation of CARPENTER, suit-
ably qualified applicants can contact 
17784584 or HR@AMJASSIM.COM
PAKTEL TECHNOLOGY W.L.L has a va-
cancy for the occupation of TECHNICIAN, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
35949715 or Khuramjadoon7@GMAIL.
COM
SEPCOIII BAHRAIN CONSTRUCTION 
COMPANY W.L.L has a vacancy for the 
occupation of ACCOUNTANTS, suit-
ably qualified applicants can contact 
37226930 or ABDULJAWAD@sepco3.
com
alomana coldstore and bakery has a va-
cancy for the occupation of BAKER(GEN-
ERAL), suitably qualified applicants can 
contact 39665484 or KALOOOOD1994@
HOTMAIL.COM
MANDARIN CHINESE RESTAURANT 
CO has a vacancy for the occupation of 
WAITER, suitably qualified applicants can 
contact 17259775 or ARAMANA77RTS@
GMAIL.COM
BASMAT AL BAHRAIN ELECTRONICS has 
a vacancy for the occupation of ELEC-
TRONIC TECHNICIAN - IAL, suitably qual-
ified applicants can contact 33851089 or 
Usmanhameed1732@gmail.com
RSG CONSULTANCY & SERVICES CO. 
W.L.L has a vacancy for the occupation 
of PUBLIC RELATIONS OFFICER, suit-
ably qualified applicants can contact 
17791492 or STEVEGUYON@GMAIL.COM
ALBARASTY CAFEE has a vacancy for the 
occupation of COFFEE SERVER, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 36117959 
or mhmdbdalbaqy030@gmail.com
SILVER CITY CONTRACTING W.L.L has a 
vacancy for the occupation of WORKER/
PACKER, suitably qualified applicants 
can contact 38826888 or SILVERCITY-
CONTRACTING@GMAIL.COM
NOMAN SHAKOOR DECOR SERVICES 
W.L.L has a vacancy for the occupation 
of DECORATOR, suitably qualified appli-
cants can contact 66390061 or ahmra-
za134@gmail.com
GULF CITY CLEANING W.L.L has a vacan-
cy for the occupation of HEAVY DRIVER, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
39641612 or yousif@aanass.net
AL HILAL PREMIER HOSPITAL SAQIA 
COMPANY B.S.C CLOSED has a vacancy 
for the occupation of PHYSIOTHERAPIST, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
33601401 or hrd@ALHILALHEALTH-
CARE.COM
TIMELESS CLEAN PHOTO COPY & 
CLEANING SERVICES has a vacancy for 
the occupation of CLEANER (GENERAL), 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
39120774 or KINGMENGAL22@GMAIL.
COM
MAJID AL FUTTAIM HYPERMARKETS 
W.L.L has a vacancy for the occupation of 
MANAGER (ACCOUNTS AND FINANCE), 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
17558181 or mohssaleh@maf.ae
CROSSWAY GLOBAL TRADING W.L.L has 
a vacancy for the occupation of SALES-
MAN, suitably qualified applicants can 
contact 36749423 or BADERALMERESE@
GMAIL.COM
MULTICOM LOGISTICS WLL has a vacan-
cy for the occupation of ACCOUNTANTS, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
39624200 or GAJARIAS@GMAIL.COM
SEVENTIES KARAK has a vacancy for 
the occupation of SANDWICHES MAKER, 

suitably qualified applicants can contact 
39664667 or KARAK1977.BAHRAIN@
GMAIL.COM
MODROOM W.L.L has a vacancy for the 
occupation of OFFICE ASSISTANT, suit-
ably qualified applicants can contact 
33666176 or SAIFEEGLASS56@GMAIL.
COM
KEYSTONE CONTRACTING has a vacan-
cy for the occupation of ELECTRICIAN, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
36639399 or HAMANYALSUBAIE98@
GMAIL.COM
KALSOOM CONTRACTING CO W.L.L has 
a vacancy for the occupation of DRIVER, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
33750914 or MARWAPRINTING2020@
GMAIL.COM
SAYYAR TRADING AGENCIES W.L.L has a 
vacancy for the occupation of SUPERVI-
SOR (SITE), suitably qualified applicants 
can contact 17290111 or OFFICE@SAY-
YAR.BH
GULF CITY CLEANING W.L.L has a va-
cancy for the occupation of CLEANER, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
39641612 or yousif@aanass.net
SYED JUNAID ALAM W.L.L has a vacancy 
for the occupation of PERFUME STILL-
MAN (HAND), suitably qualified appli-
cants can contact 17737007 or emp@
junaidperfumes.com
SABAR AYOOB ZADAH REASTURANT 
AND GRILLS has a vacancy for the oc-
cupation of WAITER, suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 33112527 or sa-
barayoobzadah@gmail.com
GULF CITY CLEANING W.L.L has a va-
cancy for the occupation of CLEANER, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
39641612 or yousif@aanass.net
SVG ENTERPRISES W.L.L has a vacan-
cy for the occupation of OFFICE AD-
MINISTRATOR, suitably qualified appli-
cants can contact 36350010 or SVG@
SVGHOLDING.COM
ROUBIN'S STORE W.L.L has a vacancy for 
the occupation of TECHNICIAN(MAINTE-
NANCE), suitably qualified applicants can 
contact 17227770 or ROUBENS@BATEL-
CO.COM.BH
6 MUSCLES FITNESS CENTRE W.L.L has 
a vacancy for the occupation of RECEP-
TIONIST, suitably qualified applicants can 
contact 17421619 or 6paxgymbh@gmail.com
ANWAR ALBAHRAIN FOR CLEANING 
BAHRAINI PARTNERSHIP COMPANY has 
a vacancy for the occupation of CLEAN-
ER, suitably qualified applicants can 
contact 17400332 or ANWAR-BHR@HOT-
MAIL.COM
ARSHAD FABRICATION WORKSHOP 
W.L.L has a vacancy for the occupation 
of FABRICATOR(FIBERGLASS RODUCTS), 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
39182450 or QM492485@GMAIL.COM
All Spice Talks Restaurant & Lounge has 
a vacancy for the occupation of WAITER 
(GENERAL), suitably qualified applicants 
can contact 17745060 or SEEMA77.
GOV@GMAIL.COM
SOHAIL MUNAWAR FACILITY SERVICES 
W.L.L has a vacancy for the occupation 
of OFFICE ASSISTANT, suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 33273416 or
Intertech Trading W.l.l has a vacancy 
for the occupation of SALESMAN, suit-
ably qualified applicants can contact 
17680566 or sshakeeb@batelco.com.bh
UNIQUE FACILITY SERVICES W.L.L has a 
vacancy for the occupation of CLEANER 
(GENERAL), suitably qualified applicants 
can contact 33306469 or CHIRIVELLA-
HARIKZ@GMAIL.COM
DANAT ALTWAWESH COLDSTORES BAH-
RAINI PARTNERSHIP COMPANY has a va-
cancy for the occupation of SALESMAN, 
suitably qualified applicants can con-
tact 34111135 or ADHIMALGHALI1968@
GMAIL.COM
MINERALIS COSMETICS & TRADING 
W.L.L has a vacancy for the occupation of 
SALESMAN, suitably qualified applicants 
can contact 66685959 or INFO@MINER-
ALIISBEAUTY.COM
AKNAN LAUNDRY BAHRAINI PARTNER-
SHIP COMPANY has a vacancy for the 
occupation of WORKERS(LAUNDRY), 

suitably qualified applicants can contact 
33006164 or AWAISCH3333@HOTMAIL.
COM
EBRAHIM KHALIL KANOO CO. B.S.C.
CLOSED has a vacancy for the occupa-
tion of TECHNICIAN, suitably qualified ap-
plicants can contact 17262262 or hr.s@
ekkanoo.com.bh
ITALIAN ART CARPENTRY has a vacan-
cy for the occupation of CARPENTER, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
33668556 or ABBAS.MSAM@GMAIL.
COM
Al Hekma International School Company 
W.L.L has a vacancy for the occupation 
of TEACHER, suitably qualified applicants 
can contact 17620820 or AHIMS@BATEL-
CO.COM.BH
MESHAL HOTEL has a vacancy for the 
occupation of WAITER (GENERAL), suit-
ably qualified applicants can contact 
17745060 or ibrahim68.gov@gmail.com
ALYA HUSSAIN CAFETERIA has a vacan-
cy for the occupation of SANDWICHES 
MAKER, suitably qualified applicants can 
contact 39073060 or hussaindairy@hot-
mail.com
GENERATION 2026 REALESTATE W.L.L 
has a vacancy for the occupation of 
OFFICE ASSISTANT, suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 33373269 or 
974601066@GMAIL.COM
ALNATHEER CAFETERIA has a vacancy 
for the occupation of COOK(GENERAL), 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
36030208 or mahmoodj208@gmail.com
GENERATION 2026 REALESTATE W.L.L 
has a vacancy for the occupation of SU-
PERVISOR, suitably qualified applicants 
can contact 33373269 or 974601066@
GMAIL.COM
NEJOUD RESTAURANT MANAGEMENT 
COMPANY-FOREIGN BRANCH has a 
vacancy for the occupation of COFFEE 
SERVER, suitably qualified applicants 
can contact 66366711 or
SHIELD ELECTROCAL PRODUCTS WLL 
has a vacancy for the occupation of AC-
COUNTANT(GENERAL), suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 17703242 or SUN-
DAY@BATELCO.COM.BH
EPEQUIP CO. W.L.L has a vacancy for the 
occupation of DRAFTSMAN(GENERAL), 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
17210071 or PHILIPPE.VERDEURE@SA-
RENS.COM
STRONG HOME CONTRACTING has a va-
cancy for the occupation of HEAVY DRIV-
ER, suitably qualified applicants can con-
tact 17642055 or ABOKHORSHEED11@
GMAIL.COM
MAQBOOL GOLD DESIGNING W.L.L has a 
vacancy for the occupation of CLEANER, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
38709116 or tufailirfanmuhammad@
gmail.com
BU HADI ELECTRONIC W.L.L has a vacan-
cy for the occupation of EQUIPMENT ME-
CHANIC, suitably qualified applicants can 
contact 36528899 or JUNAID-LIVE1@
HOTMAIL.COM
MANAMA SOUQ BUSINESS SERVICES 
CO. W.L.L has a vacancy for the occupa-
tion of OFFICE HELPER, suitably quali-
fied applicants can contact 34355159 or 
AKON.STAR@YAHOO.COM
MANAMA SOUQ BUSINESS SERVICES 
CO. W.L.L has a vacancy for the occupa-
tion of OFFICE ASSISTANT, suitably qual-
ified applicants can contact 34355159 or 
AKON.STAR@YAHOO.COM
TOSHA   REAL ESTATE W.L.L has a va-
cancy for the occupation of SALESMAN, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
34619774 or ARAHEEL985@GMAIL.COM
PAKTIN CONTRACTING CO. W.L.L has 
a vacancy for the occupation of CON-
STRUCTION WORKER, suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 35580136 or JUT-
TNASIR845@GMAIL.COM
raybon kingdom 2 cosmetics has a va-
cancy for the occupation of AUTOMOBILE 
POLISHER, suitably qualified applicants 
can contact 77744447 or M.66661666@
GMAIL.COM
AL ROUMI CARS SERVICES has a va-
cancy for the occupation of DRIVER, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
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Bayern, PSG set for 
European classic
Hussain Almaskati
TDT | Manama

Eight days after a chaot-
ic first leg in Paris, Bay-
ern Munich and Paris 

Saint-Germain meet again to-
night at the Allianz Arena (10 
PM Bahrain time) with a place 
in the Champions League final 
at stake.

The first leg at the Parc des 
Princes ended 5–4 to PSG, the 
highest-scoring Champions 
League semi-final in history. 
It was a relentless, end-to-end 
contest defined by transition 
football, attacking brilliance, 
and defensive vulnerability on 
both sides. Ousmane Dembélé, 
Désiré Doué, and Khvicha Kvar-
atskhelia repeatedly exploited 
Bayern’s high line as PSG surged 
into a 5–2 lead.

Bayern, though, refused to col-
lapse. A late rally brought a flurry 
of their own goals, dramatically 
altering the tone of the tie and 
leaving everything to play for in 
Germany. Still, conceding five 
goals for the first time in over 30 
years of European competition 
underlines the scale of their de-
fensive concerns.

Vincent Kompany returns 

to the touchline after suspen-
sion and has doubled down on 
his aggressive philosophy. He 
insists the Bavarians will not 
abandon the high-risk style that 
defines them. History is not on 
their side, though, with Bayern 
progressing from just one of 
their last ten European ties after 
losing the first leg.

Recent form adds anoth-
er layer of uncertainty. A 3–3 

draw with Heidenheim once 
again exposed defensive fragil-
ity, despite continued attacking 
output from Harry Kane and 
Michael Olise. Meanwhile, the 
French side are in strong away 
form under Luis Enrique, un-
beaten in six on the road and 
having kept five consecutive 
clean sheets.

Both teams rotated over the 
weekend to ensure their key 

players are physically primed 
for the decider. PSG carry a one-
goal advantage, but Bayern’s 
home aggression promises an 
open contest, with the hosts 
forced to chase the game while 
PSG look to control the tempo 
and protect their lead. All signs 
point to another compelling 
spectacle for the fans and an-
other Champions League classic 
in the making.

Chelsea’s Champions 
League hopes fade away

TDT | Manama

Chelsea’s hopes of returning 
to the UEFA Champions 

League are effectively over 
after a 3-1 home defeat to Not-
tingham Forest, a result that 
highlights their decline this 
season.

The loss was their sixth con-
secutive defeat in the Premier 
League, leaving them ninth 
and 10 points adrift of the top 
five with only three matches 
remaining. João Pedro’s late 
overhead kick briefly lifted 
the atmosphere at Stamford 
Bridge, but frustration from 
supporters was evident at full 
time.

The club is currently with-
out a permanent manager 
following the departure of 
Liam Rosenior, with Calum 
McFarlane in interim charge. 
However, the issues run deep-
er than coaching instability, 
with Chelsea struggling for 
consistency, cohesion and con-

fidence throughout the squad.
Pundits have been critical 

of their performances. Jamie 
Carragher described Chelsea 
as a “broken club”, while Mark 
Schwarzer questioned the 
players’ commitment during 
their recent poor run.

Missing out on the Champi-
ons League would be a major 
financial setback for the Blues. 
It would significantly reduce 
income from prize money, 
broadcasting, and commercial 
deals, especially as the club has 
already invested heavily in the 
squad. Since the BlueCo take-
over, the club has spent over 
£1.5 billion on signings, but 
that spending has yet to deliver 
sustained success.

An FA Cup final still offers 
a chance of silverware, but 
Chelsea now face a pivotal 
summer. Without Champions 
League football, pressure will 
intensify on both the squad re-
build and the club’s long-term  
direction.

Chelsea’s players react in disappointment after conceding a goal

Indian Club 
to Host Open 
Badminton 
Tournament 
2026
Pradeep Puravankara
TDT | Manama

The Indian Club, Bah-
rain, has announced the 

upcoming ‘The Indian Club 
Open Badminton Tourna-
ment 2026’, scheduled to 
take place from May 15 to 
21 at the Indian Club Arena.

The week-long sporting 
event will feature a com-
prehensive lineup of 15 
categories, including Men’s 
Doubles, Women’s Doubles, 
Mixed Doubles, and Mas-
ters Doubles. The tourna-
ment is expected to attract 
top-tier talent and badmin-
ton enthusiasts from across 
the Kingdom and the wider 
GCC region.

The event is powered by 
Guidetech Trading W.L.L. 
as the Title Sponsor, with 
Valueline Trading W.L.L. 
serving as the Main Sponsor. 
The tournament is further 
supported by Silver Star  
Logistics.

Organizers have invited 
players to showcase their 
skills and compete for top 
honors. The registration 
deadline is set for May 10, 
2026.

For registration and fur-
ther inquiries, interested 
participants can contact the 
Club’s Badminton Secretary, 
Mr. Binu Pappachen (+973 
39198193), or the Tourna-
ment Director, Mr. Anil Ko-
liyadan (+973 37733499).
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Ousmane Dembélé celebrates after scoring in the first leg

Injured Mbappe faces backlash 
over Sardinia trip before Clasico
AFP | Madrid

Sidelined with a hamstring 
injury, Real Madrid striker 

Kylian Mbappe has sparked an-
ger among a section of the club’s 
supporters after a holiday in Sar-
dinia, triggering a fresh media 
storm ahead of Sunday’s Clasico 
against Barcelona.

For many Madrid fans, the 
striker’s Italian getaway - during 
rest days granted by Real Ma-
drid to injured players, includ-
ing Mbappe, Thibaut Courtois 
and Arda Guler - was the final  
straw.

United behind a shared im-
age showing Mbappe with a 
“Fuera (out)” stamp over his 
face - originally posted by a sa-
tirical account and reposted in 
the comments section of Real 
Madrid’s official posts - some 
fans are openly calling for the 
French superstar to leave.

An online petition has also 
been circulating on social net-
works, urging Madrid fans to 
“make their voices heard”. “If 
you believe change is necessary, 
do not remain silent: sign this 
petition and defend what you 
believe is best for the future of 
the club,” it reads.

Fuel was added to the fire by 
widely shared photos of Mbappe 
alongside actress Ester Expos-
ito, posted on social media as 
Real Madrid were preparing for 
a crucial La Liga match against 
Espanyol last weekend in an ef-
fort to delay Barcelona’s title 
celebrations.

Real Madrid won that match 
2–0, and coach Alvaro Arbeloa 
later insisted that “each player 
does what they consider appro-
priate in their free time” and 
that it was “none of my busi-
ness”. However, several of his 
comments were perceived as 
indirect criticism of his leading 
scorer.

 Sweat and mud, not tuxedos 
“We didn’t build Real Madrid 

with players who play in tuxe-
dos, but with players who finish 

matches with shirts full of sweat 
and mud, through effort and 
sacrifice,” he said.

Madrid is “a club where, fortu-
nately, no player has ever been, 
is, or ever will be bigger than 
Real Madrid,” added Arbeloa.

Contacted by AFP, Mbappe’s 
entourage said “part of the crit-
icism is based on an over-in-
terpretation of elements linked 
to a recovery period that is 
strictly supervised by the club”, 
and bears no relation to “the 
reality of the commitment and 

daily work Kylian puts in for 
the team”.

The France captain, accus-
tomed to sometimes excessive 
scrutiny, addressed his mind-
set earlier this season on The 
Bridge, a podcast hosted by his 
Real Madrid and France team-
mate Aurelien Tchouameni.

“I’ve reached a point where 
you’re going to get criticised 
whatever you do, so you might as 
well do what you want - at least 
then you stay true to yourself,” 
Mbappe said.

 Isolated in dressing room? 

With 41 goals in 41 matches 
in all competitions this season, 
Mbappe remains by far Real 
Madrid’s leading scorer. He 
has nonetheless come under 
heavy criticism since return-
ing from injury in mid-March, 
with some observers accusing 
him of an overly individualistic  
approach.

According to Spanish media, 
Mbappe - frustrated by a second 
season at Madrid without a ma-
jor trophy - is becoming increas-
ingly isolated in the dressing 
room, despite having established 
himself as a leader earlier in the 
campaign.

Some fans and pundits have 
pointed to post-match com-
ments from fellow stars Vini-
cius Junior and Jude Bellingham 
after Sunday’s win as signs of 
a growing rift with the France 
captain.

“We fought and we played 
together. When we play like 
that, we are better and strong-
er,” Vinicius told Real Madrid 
TV, while Bellingham urged his 
teammates on Instagram to stay 
“together” and fully committed 
“until the very last whistle” of 
the season.

Friendly exchanges between 
Vinicius and Bellingham on so-
cial media - the pair won the 
Champions League together 
before Mbappe’s arrival - have 
further fuelled speculation of 
a new clash of egos within the 
Madrid squad.

Real Madrid’s French forward #10 Kylian Mbappe challenges Alaves’ Spanish goalkeeper #01 Antonio Sivera (file photo)
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Arsenal Into Champions League Final
• Gunners to face 
either PSG or Bayern

Hussain Almaskati
TDT | Manama

Arsenal have secured their 
place in the UEFA Cham-

pions League final after a 2–1 
aggregate win over Atlético 
Madrid, following a 1–0 victo-
ry at the Emirates Stadium last  

night.
Bukayo Saka proved to be the 

difference-maker, scoring the 
only goal of the match in the 
44th minute. The winger re-
acted quickest inside the box 
after Jan Oblak parried Leandro 
Trossard’s effort, firing emphat-
ically into the roof of the net 
to send the home crowd into 
celebration.

Mikel Arteta’s side showed 
control and discipline through-
out, managing the tie well after 

the first leg ended level. Atlético 
Madrid, coached by Diego Sim-
eone, applied pressure in spells 
and created several dangerous 
moments but ultimately could 
not break through Arsenal’s de-
fence.

The result sends Arsenal into 
their first Champions League 
final since the 2005–06 season, 
when they were beaten by Bar-
celona. They are still chasing 
their maiden title in Europe’s 
premier competition.

Bahrain set for GCC volleyball test
Hussain Almaskati
TDT | Manama

The 4th GCC Games will 
take place from May 11 
to 22, bringing together 

the six Gulf nations across 19 
sports. Among the competitions, 
the men’s volleyball tourna-
ment stands out as one of the 
most competitive, featuring a 
round-robin format where every 
match could shape the medal 
standings.

Bahrain enters the tourna-
ment once again as one of the 
leading contenders. They fin-
ished runners-up in the previous 
edition in Kuwait City in 2022, 
behind Qatar, with Oman taking 
bronze. 

Their record across the his-
tory of the Games further un-
derlines their pedigree: Bahrain 
won gold in the inaugural 2011 
edition on home soil, and repeat-
ed the feat in 2015 in Dammam. 
That consistency keeps them 
firmly in the title conversation 
heading into this year.

However, this campaign marks 
a period of transition. Monte-
negrin coach Ivan Joksimovic 

takes charge for his first major 
tournament, replacing French 
coach Arnaud Josserand, who 

guided Bahrain through one of 
its most successful modern eras. 
Under Josserand, Bahrain’s rise 

included continental and region-
al success, such as gold at the 
2025 AVC Men’s Volleyball Na-

tions Cup, bronze at the Islamic 
Solidarity Games, and the 2024 
Arab Men’s Championship ti-
tle. The key question is whether 
Joksimovic can maintain that 
momentum and make his mark, 
having recently led Dar Kulaib 
to an unbeaten title in the Isa 
bin Rashid Bahrain Volleyball 
League.

He has selected a 17-player ros-
ter drawn from six of Bahrain’s 
leading clubs. The setters are Ali 
Habib and Mahmood Abdulwa-
hid, while the outside hitters and 
opposites include Ali Ibrahim, 
Mohammed Al Khabbaz, Hus-
sain Mansoor, Hassan Al Shak-
houri, and Sayed Hashim Isa.

In the middle, Bahrain rely 
on Hassan Ali Al Warqaa, Abbas 
Abdullah Sultan, Mahmood Al 
Affia, and Ahmed Sadiq, with 
Ayman Haroona named as libe-
ro. The remaining squad mem-
bers — Hussain Abdullah Sultan, 
Hani Al Alawi, Mahmood Ab-
dulhussain, Mohammed Jassim, 
and Abdullah Mohammed Jaafar 
— provide additional depth and 
rotation options.

Bahrain begin their campaign 
on 16 May against Oman, fol-

lowed immediately by a clash 
with the United Arab Emirates 
on 17 May. They then face Ku-
wait on 19 May, hosts Qatar on 
May 20, and Saudi Arabia on 
May 22.

Beyond the GCC Games, ex-
pectations remain high. As 
reigning champions of the 2025 
AVC Men’s Volleyball Nations 
Cup, Bahrain will soon shift their 
attention to the 2026 edition of 
the tournament in Ahmedabad, 
India, which begins on 20 June. 

For now, however, the focus 
is firmly on the immediate chal-
lenges: adapting quickly to a new 
coaching philosophy, managing 
a demanding schedule, and reaf-
firming their status as one of the 
Gulf’s most consistent volleyball 
powers.

Elsewhere at the Games, Bah-
rain’s representation extends be-
yond volleyball, with the King-
dom also competing in handball 
and 3x3 basketball. 

The wider programme fea-
tures 19 sports in total at the 
2026 GCC Games, spanning 
disciplines such as athletics, 
swimming, karate, archery, and  
others.

Bahrain’s volleyball squad celebrate a strong showing in a recent tournament

Crown Prince’s Cup semis set for tonight
TDT | Manama

Volleyball action returns 
tonight at Isa bin Rashid 
Arena in Riffa  with 

two semi-final encounters in 
the 2025–26 HRH the Crown 
Prince’s Cup, as the competition 
edges closer to Saturday’s final.

The evening begins at 7pm 
when league champions Dar Ku-
laib take on Bani Jamra, before 
defending cup holders Muhar-
raq face Al Ahli at 8:30pm in a 
heavyweight showdown.

Dar Kulaib arrive in strong 
form after cruising into the 
semi-finals with a dominant 3-0 
(25-12, 25-16, 25-17) win over 
A’ali in the quarter-finals. 

The league winners show-
cased their attacking depth 
through standout contributions 
from Enock Mogeni, Ali Habib, 
Hasan Al Warqaa, Abbas Ab-
dulla, and Ali Mohammed Ab-
dulnabi. 

Their powerful start to the 
tournament has reinforced their 
status as strong contenders for a 
title double this season.

Their opponents, Bani Jamra, 
earned their place in the last 
four after a hard-fought five-set 
victory over Nabih Saleh.

In the second semi-final, Mu-

harraq continue their title de-
fence after a 3-0 win over Al 
Tadhamun in the last round. The 

reigning champions, who lifted 
last season’s trophy after defeat-
ing Dar Kulaib, are once again 

eyeing a repeat triumph.  
Al Ahli, however, arrive with 

momentum after edging past 
Al Najma in a tense quarter-fi-
nal, winning 3-0 (25-22, 26-24, 
30-28). Led by key Bahraini 
players including Ali Ebrahim, 
Mahmood Abdulhussain, Has-

san Al Haddad, and Mohammed 
Habib, alongside Brazilian pro-
fessional Lucas Madaloz, Ahli 
showed composure in critical 
moments to secure their semi-fi-
nal place.

The winners of tonight ’s 
matches will meet in Saturday’s 

final at Isa bin Rashid Arena. 
With Dar Kulaib seeking to com-
plete a historic league-and-cup 
double and Muharraq aiming 
to retain their crown, the stage 
is set for a decisive night that 
could shape Bahrain’s volleyball 
season.

Holders Muharraq celebrate momentum in their quarter-final win over 
Tadhamun

Dar Kulaib players celebrate a set win during their quarter-final victory over A’ali

Saka celebrates Arsenal’s winning goal against Atlético Madrid



Riffa Hit Four Past Al 
Shabab as Al Ahli Beat Sitra

Hussain Almaskati
TDT | Manama

Matchweek 20 of the 
Nasser bin Hamad Pre-
mier League conclud-

ed yesterday with two contrast-
ing results, as Riffa produced a 
dominant second-half display 
to defeat Al Shabab 4-0, while 
Al Ahli overcame Sitra 2-0 at the 
Bahrain National Stadium.

At Khalifa Sports City, Al 
Shabab actually began the 
brighter side, creating the better 
chances in a goalless first half. 
Their clearest opportunity came 
in the 41st minute when Daniel 
Omokhoa failed to convert a 
promising counterattack, a miss 
that proved costly as Riffa took 

control after the break.
Just one minute into the sec-

ond half, Riffa broke the dead-
lock through Thiago Fernandes, 
who rose to meet Rodrigo Yuri’s 
cross and powered a header in 
off the crossbar in the 46th min-
ute. That early goal shifted mo-
mentum firmly in Riffa’s favour.

Mohamed Mashaan’s side dou-
bled their lead in the 60th minute 
when Gabriel Monteiro struck his 
effort from inside the box after 
being set up by Wellington Morei-
ra. Although goalkeeper Yousif Al 
Doseri got a hand to it, he could 
not keep it out.

Riffa’s dominance contin-
ued, with substitute Mohamed 
Hamdaoui adding a third in the 
66th minute after a dazzling 

solo run ended with a composed 
finish into the bottom corner. 
Fernandes then completed the 
scoring in the 87th minute, re-
acting quickest after a scramble 
in the box to secure his brace 
and a convincing 4-0 win.

The result keeps Riffa third 
on 43 points, while Al Shabab 
remain deep in the relegation 
zone on 14 points.

At the Bahrain National Stadi-
um, Al Ahli also impressed with 
a 2-0 victory over Sitra. Ali Ab-
dulmajed’s side started strongly, 
hitting the post through Bekaye 
Wade and missing another clear 
chance via Bruno Bezerra. How-
ever, Al Ahli punished those 
missed opportunities in the 8th 
minute when Victor Oliveira 

finished from close range after 
Abdulla Al Hashash’s cross.

Goalkeeper Sayed Shubbar 
Alawi kept Al Ahli ahead with 
several key saves, including a 
strong stop from Abulwasea Al 
Matari. Sitra’s hopes suffered a 
major blow in the 54th minute 
when Ibrahim Jamal was sent 
off for an elbow on Oliveira.

Al Ahli capitalised soon after, 
with Al Hashash converting a 
tap-in in the 68th minute fol-
lowing a driving run and assist 
from captain Baqer AlAsfoor.

The win lifts Al Ahli to sixth 
place on 26 points, while Sitra 
remain eighth on 21 points as 
the league table continues to 
tighten heading into the final 
stages of the season.

Fernandes celebrates his brace and 
Riffa’s fourth goalAl Hashash celebrates his 11th goal of the season with Al Ahli teammates

Chairperson & Managing Director P Unnikrishnan | Editor-in-Chief Mahmood Al Mahmood   
Advertisement: Update Media W.L.L | Tel: 38444692, Email: sales@newsofbahrain.com | Newsroom: Tel: 36458345, Email: mail@newsofbahrain.com

Subscription & circulation: Tel: 36458394 | Email: subscribe@newsofbahrain.com | Website: www.newsofbahrain.com | Printed and published by Al Ayam Publishing 

16
WEDNESDAY, MAY 6, 2026

Sabalenka ready to boycott 
Grand Slams over prize money

AFP | London

World number one Aryna 
Sabalenka said yester-

day she was ready to boycott 
the Grand Slam tournaments 
in order to have a greater share 
of the prize money.

“I feel like the show is on 
us. Without us there wouldn’t 
be a tournament and there 
wouldn’t be that entertain-
ment,” the four-time Grand 
Slam winner told a press con-
ference at the Italian Open.

“I feel like definitely we 
deserve to be paid more per-
centage.

“I think at some point we 
will boycott. I feel like that’s 
going to be the only way to 
fight for our rights.

“We girls can easily get to-
gether and go for this because 
some of the things I feel like 
it’s really unfair to the players. 
I think at some point it’s going 
to get to this.”

Last year almost all the lead-
ing players signed two letters 
to the four Grand Slam boss-
es demanding an increase in 
prize money, payments into a 
player welfare fund to improve 
retirement and maternity ben-
efits, as well as involvement in 
decisions that affected them.

The letters set a target of a 

22-percent share in tourna-
ment revenue, which would 
bring the majors in line with 
the nine combined 1000-level 
events run by the ATP men’s 
tour and the women’s WTA 
tour.

However Poland’s Iga Swi-
atek, a four-time French Open 
singles champion, believes 
boycotting tournaments “is a 
bit extreme”.

“I think the most impor-
tant thing honestly is to have 
proper communication and 
discussions with the governing 
bodies so we have some space 
to talk and maybe negotiate,” 
said Swiatek, who has also won 
Wimbledon and the US Open.

“Hopefully before Roland 
Garros there’s going to be an 
opportunity to have these type 
of meetings and we’ll see how 
they go.”

BRAVE CF and KHK Heroes launch BRAVE 
Hearts to empower Bahraini businesses
Manama

BRAVE Combat Federation™ (BRAVE 
CF), the world’s fastest-growing 

and most global mixed martial arts 
organization, has officially announced 
the launch of BRAVE Hearts, a pur-
pose-driven program created in col-
laboration with KHK Heroes to provide 
meaningful assistance to businesses 
across the Kingdom of Bahrain.

Mohammed Shahid, President of 
BRAVE Combat Federation, stated: 
“BRAVE Hearts reflects our commit-
ment beyond sport, extending our 
platform to create meaningful impact 
within Bahrain’s business community. 
Through this partnership with KHK 
Heroes, we are enabling businesses to 
access the tools and support they need 
to move forward and grow.”

The initiative is rooted in a vision 
of strengthening local enterprises by 
equipping them with the resources 
needed to overcome present challenges 
and prepare for future opportunities. 
With a strong emphasis on resilience 
and shared progress, BRAVE Hearts 
seeks to foster an environment where 

innovation and collaboration can flour-
ish.

Participants will benefit from access 
to professional guidance spanning inte-
gral disciplines such as digital solutions, 
brand positioning, financial planning, 
and organizational growth. This inte-
grated approach is intended to address 

real-world business demands while 
promoting sustainable advancement 
across industries.

By connecting companies with ex-
perienced professionals and practical 
solutions, the program aims to create a 
supportive network that nurtures con-
fidence and long-term viability within 

Bahrain’s commercial sector.
Open to businesses of varying sizes 

and backgrounds, BRAVE Hearts invites 
organizations seeking to strengthen 
their foundations and expand their 
potential to take part in the initiative.

As BRAVE CF continues its inter-
national expansion, efforts such as 

BRAVE Hearts highlight the promo-
tion’s broader purpose of contributing 
to communities and generating impact 
beyond sports.

Interested businesses may register 
through the official BRAVE CF platform 
at www.watch.bravecftv.com/brave-
hearts.

Aryna Sabalenka reacts during a match (file photo)

We girls can easily get 
together and go for 

this because some of 
the things I feel like 

it’s really unfair to the 
players. I think at some 
point it’s going to get to 

this
ARYNA SABALENKA


