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World’s first adhesive 
postage stamp, the “Pen-
ny Black”, is first used in 
Great Britain

 Exposition Universelle (World’s Fair) in Paris 
opens with the recently completed Eiffel 

Tower serving as the entrance arch

German airship Hindenburg explodes in 
flames at Lakehurst, New Jersey, killing 
35 of the 97 on board and 1 on the ground

Joseph Stalin becomes 
Premier of the Soviet 

Union, replacing his foreign 
minister Vyacheslav Molotov
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Today is Internation-
al Day of the #Mid-

wife! Midwives are fun-
damental to providing 
quality care for pregnant 
women and their babies. 
But there is still a short-
age of 900,000 midwives 
worldwide. We will only 
achieve #HealthForAll 
by investing more in 
#midwives.

@DrTedros

Very excited about 
our new partnership 

with the @bahrainnpc  
to promote opportuni-
ties and help inspire and 
#LeaveNoOneBehind in 
#Bahrain @UN_Bahrain 
@UNDPArabStates @mi-
kaelhaddad

 @UndpBahrain

Our goal by July 4th is 
to have 70% of adult 

Americans with at least 
one shot — and 160 mil-
lion Americans fully vac-
cinated. It’s another huge 
goal, and a serious step 
toward a return to nor-
mal.Get vaccinated, keep 
following CDC guidance. 
We can do this.

@JoeBiden

Kerala has received 
73,38,806 doses of 

vaccine from GoI. We’ve 
provided 74,26,164 dos-
es, even making use of 
the extra dose available 
as wastage factor in each 
vial. Our health workers, 
especially nurses have 
been super efficient and 
deserve our wholeheart-
ed appreciation!

@vijayanpinarayi

 Disclaimer: (Views expressed 
by columnists are personal and 
need not necessarily reflect our 

editorial stances)
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155,226,035

3,244,842

132,655,770

Deaths

Recovered:

New cases 

New deaths 
+248,148

+4,137

Country Total 
cases

new 
cases

Total 
deaths

New 
Deaths

Total 
recovered

Active 
cases

Egypt 231,803 13,591 173,341 44,871

Saudi 
Arabia

422,316 +1,016 7,018 +12 405,607 9,691

UAE 529,220 +1,954 1,601 +3 509,658 17,961

Kuwait 279,085 1,601 262,582 14,902

Oman 198,572 +770 2,071 +9 180,547 15,954

Qatar 208,232 483 195,521 12,228

Middle East

Country Total cases Total  
deaths

1 USA 33,276,988 592,456

2 India 20,764,074 226,720

3 Brazil 14,860,812 411,854

4 France 5,680,378 105,387

5 Turkey 4,929,118 41,527

6 Russia 4,847,489 111,895

7 UK 4,425,940 127,570

8 Italy 4,059,821 121,738

9 Spain 3,544,945 78,399

10 Germany 3,457,118 84,457

11 Argentina 3,047,417 65,202

12 Colombia 2,919,805 75,627

13 Poland 2,811,951 68,482

14 Iran 2,591,609 73,568

G l o b a l  t a l l y

C O V I D - 1 : 9  C o u n t r i e s  w o r s t  a f f e c t e d

Figures as of closing

News in brief 
 u Jared Kushner is forming 
a group to promote relations 
between four Arab states and 
Israel, normalized under agreements 
he helped broker as a top adviser to his 
father-in-law former President Donald 
Trump, the group said yesterday.  
Kushner is founding the “Abraham 
Accords Institute for Peace,” to work 
on deepening agreements Israel reached last 
year with the United Arab Emirates, Bahrain, 
Sudan and Morocco. Kushner, who is married 
to Trump’s daughter Ivanka Trump, is writing 
a book about his experience in helping 
broker the deals. He will be joined in the new 
group by former U.S. envoy Avi Berkowitz 
and ambassadors to the United States from Bahrain, the UAE and Israel.

u Syrian air defences downed several Israeli missiles during pre-
dawn raids on the Mediterranean port city of Latakia, the Syrian army said on 

Wednesday, a rare attack 
on the ancestral home 
region of the Syrian 
leader and close to a 
Russian air base. A Syrian 
army statement said 

aerial strikes soon after 2am hit several areas along the 
south west coast of Latakia. One civilian was killed and 

six injured in one of the strikes that the army said hit a civilian plastics factory. 
State media earlier reported the Israeli attack also hit the town of Hifa, east of 
Latakia, and Misyaf in Hama province.

u Facebook 
Inc’s (FB.O) 
oversight board 
on Wednesday 
upheld the 
company’s 
suspension of former U.S. President Donald Trump 
but gave the company six months to determine a “proportionate response” 
going forward, a verdict that may chart how social media will treat rule-breaking 
world leaders in the future. The company inappropriately 
imposed an indeterminate suspension without clear 
standards, the board said, requiring a company review. 
The Board said Facebook should determine a response 
that is consistent with rules applied to other users of the 
platform.

u Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin 
Netanyahu’s two main political rivals each 
asked the president yesterday  for the chance to try to form a government, after 
Netanyahu failed to meet an overnight deadline to assemble a coalition. Israel’s 
longest serving leader, Netanyahu, 71, has been fighting to hold onto office 
through four inconclusive elections since 2019. The most recent vote on March 
23, held while Netanyahu is also on trial for corruption charges he denies, yielded 
no majority for the prime minister or for a loose alliance of rivals from across 
the political spectrum aiming to topple him. A 28-day mandate to put together a 
coalition ran out at midnight after Netanyahu failed to agree terms with potential 
right-wing partners, opening the way for President Reuven Rivlin to assign the 
task to another member of parliament.

Syria 
says Israeli 
raids target 
Mediterranean 
port region of 

Latakia

Trump still 
banned from 
Facebook but 
board demands 

company review

Netanyahu’s 
two main 
rivals seek 
chance to form 
government 
after he fails

Kushner 
launches group 
to promote Arab 
states’ new ties 

with Israel

US climate 
envoy Kerry 
says islands 
face 'beyond 
existential' 
threat

Reuters 

US climate envoy John Kerry said 
Tuesday island nations faced a sit-

uation "beyond existential" due to cli-
mate change, as he called for an end 
to fossil fuel subsidies and coal plant 
financing.

The 20 countries responsible for 
most of the world's emissions had a 
"special responsibility" to take action, 
Kerry said -- but warned they were not 
"moving in the same direction" or fast 
enough.

"When I talk to some of the island 
state leaders they are not just consid-
ering adaptation and resilience, they 
are considering where they are going to 
move to," Kerry told a virtual seminar 

during the Manila-based Asian Devel-
opment Bank's annual meeting.

"It's beyond existential."
Kerry, the former secretary of state 

who has become President Joe Biden's 
globe-trotting climate envoy, said "ade-
quate finance" was critical for achieving 
the goal of checking warming at 1.5 
degrees Celsius (2.7 degrees Fahren-
heit) above pre-industrial times -- the 
aspiration set in the Paris Agreement to 
avoid the most severe effects of climate 
change.

But he said nations were moving too 
slowly.

"We all know what we have to get 
done here. I hate to say it but we are sort 
of inching along, we are not actually 
getting it done," he warned.

"Emissions are going up, we are on 
the wrong track -- people are building 
back from Covid as if there were no 
reason to be thinking differently."

Kerry's remarks came less than two 
weeks after Biden doubled US ambitions 
for cutting greenhouse gas emissions, 
putting the country back at the fore-
front on climate.

Asian Development Bank president 
Masatsugu Asakawa told the seminar 
the Asia Pacific region -- which includes 
China, the world's biggest polluter -- 
was responsible for about 50 percent of 
global greenhouse gas emissions.

As the market for coal, oil and gas re-
bounds this year, he warned more than 
80 percent of the expected growth in 
coal demand would be from Asia.

"Without decarbonising 
energy systems the goals of 
the Paris Agreement will be 
beyond reach," he said.

Kerry called on banks to 
stop financing coal projects 
and for a framework to be put 
in place for "phasing out oth-
er fossil fuel investments" and 
support countries transition 
to "net-zero" emissions.

He also said fossil fuel 
subsidies should be abolished 
around the world -- including in 
the United States.

"You must create incentives for 
the right behaviour, not the wrong 
behaviour," he said.

Activist Thunberg 
says global leaders 
still in denial over 
climate
Reuters | Stockholm

Politicians, including Sweden’s leaders, are still in denial 
over the threat from climate change, environmental activist 

Greta Thunberg said on Tuesday after meeting Sweden’s Prime 
Minister Stefan Lofven.

“We climate activists have had, I don’t know how many 
meetings with the people in power and it is, basically, the same 
discussion every time - there is a complete denial,” Thunberg 
told reporters after the meeting.

“The sense of crisis is absolutely zero.”
Thunberg, who shot to fame in 2018 when her lone protest 

outside the Swedish parliament in Stockholm over the lack 
of action to stop climate change became a global movement, 
also criticised the media for downplaying the seriousness of 
the crisis.

“If no one puts pressure on those in power, obviously they 
are not going to do anything,” she said.

Global governments appeared to have given up on the goal of 
limiting global warming to an increase of 1.5 degrees compared 
to pre-industrial levels, she said.

“We are not going to accept that.”
Sweden’s government has claimed a leading role in the fight 

against climate change, but Thunberg and her fellow activists 
said the government was not doing enough.

“As it looks now ... those who don’t take the climate crisis 
seriously and don’t treat it as a crisis, unfortunately, are a part 
of the problem,” she said.

But there was reason to hope.
“Think if these people did do some-

thing, think if they could shoulder 
the responsibility, they could 
be such a big part of the solu-
tion, and we said that to him 
(Lofven),” Thunberg said.

In a comment on the 
meeting on Instagram 
Lofven said that Sweden 
was a driving force in the 
European Union’s effort 
on climate change, while 
its industry was transi-
tioning to a fossil-free 
future and helping other 
countries reduce emis-
sions.

“Sweden has the oppor-
tunity to be the world’s first 
fossil-free, welfare-state, but 
we need to raise the pace of 
change,” Lofven said. “We need 
new steps.”

Mali woman gives birth to nine babies: government
• Cases of women 
successfully carrying 
septuplets to term are 
rare -- and nonuplets 
even rarer

AFP News 

A Malian woman gave birth 
to nonuplets in Morocco on 

Tuesday and all nine babies are 
“doing well”, her government 
said, although Moroccan author-
ities had yet to confirm what 
would be an extremely rare case.

M a l i ’s  g o v e r n m e n t  f l e w 
25-year-old Halima Cisse, a wom-
an from the north of the poor 
West African state, to Morocco for better care on March 30. She was initially believed 

to have been carrying septuplets.
Cases of women successfully 

carrying septuplets to term are 
rare -- and nonuplets even rarer.

Moroccan health ministry 
spokesman Rachid Koudhari said 
he had no knowledge of such a 
multiple birth having taken place 
in one of the country’s hospitals.

But Mali’s health ministry said 
in a statement that Cisse had giv-
en birth to five girls and four boys 
by Caesarean section.

“The mother and babies are 

doing well so far,” Mali’s Health 
Minister Fanta Siby said, adding 
that she had been kept informed 
by the Malian doctor who accom-
panied Cisse to Morocco.

They are due to return home in 
several weeks’ time, she added.

Doctors had been concerned 
about Cisse’s health, according to 
local press reports, as well as her 
babies’ chances of survival.

Mali’s health ministry said in a 
statement that ultrasound exam-
inations conducted in both Mali 
and Morocco had suggested that 
Cisse was carrying seven babies.

Siby offered her congratula-
tions to “the medical teams of 
Mali and Morocco, whose pro-
fessionalism is at the origin of 
the happy outcome of this preg-
nancy”.

25-year-old Halima Cisse after delivering nonuplets.  picture 
courtesy of News18/Facebook) Inset, three of Halima Cisse’s 9 
babies in a photo released by the Health Ministry of Mali

Australia’s most populous state 
reports first COVID-19 case in 
more than a month
Reuters | Canberra

Australia’s most populous state 
reported its first locally ac-

quired coronavirus infection in 
more than a month on Wednesday, 
with health authorities working 
to track down the source and the 
variant involved.

The first local infection in south-
eastern New South Wales since 
March 31 strengthens prospects for 
a resumption of social distancing 
curbs, many of which had been 
eased as cases dwindled.

Although Australia has largely 
eradicated COVID-19, a man in his 
50s with no known links to hotels used to quarantine people 
who have arrived from overseas tested positive on Tuesday, the 
state’s health ministry said in a statement.

The unidentified man visited several spots in the eastern 
suburbs of Sydney, the state capital and Australia’s biggest city, 
the ministry said.

Testing showed a higher viral load than typically seen in in-
fected people, potentially increasing the chance that the man 
has spread the disease, the ministry said. He is considered to 
have been infectious since April 30.

“That gives us some cause for concern,” the state’s chief 
health officer, Kerry Chant, told reporters in Sydney, adding 
that all those who had been in close contact with the man had 
been told to self-isolate and get tested.

Australia’s hardline 
approach to rein in COV-
ID-19, with measures in-
cluding snap lockdowns, 

border controls and 
swift contact tracing 
has kept its tally of 

infections at just over 
29,800, with 910 deaths 

since the pandemic 
began.

India pumps billions into virus fight
• Oxygen shipment from 
Bahrain, US reach India 

• India Ambassador 
to Bahrain thanks 
associations and 
community members 
here for their support

TDT | agencies

India released $6.7 billion in 
cheap financing for vaccine 
makers, hospitals and oth-

er health firms yesterday as US 
President Joe Biden said 70 % 
of American adults should have 
had at least one coronavirus shot 
by July 4.

Reserve Bank of India governor 
Shaktikanta Das also vowed to de-
ploy “unconventional” measures 
if the crisis worsens.

“The devastating speed with 
which the virus affects different 
regions of the country has to be 
matched by swift and wide-rang-
ing actions,” Das said.

The new measures -- making 
it easier for banks to give cheap 
loans to hospitals, oxygen manu-
facturers and even patients -- aim 
to improve access to emergency 
health care, he said.

The central bank will also give 
some general business borrow-
ers more time to repay loans to 
help underpin the economy, Das 
added.

“The immediate objective is to 
preserve human life and restore 
livelihoods through all means 
possible,” he added.

Around 40 nations across the 
world had said that they would 
send medical supplies and assis-
tance to help India deal with the 
pandemic. 

The first consignments of med-
ical supplies from foreign nations 
arrived in India on April 25 from 
Singapore. Since then, reports say, 
tonnes of foreign aid in the form 
of oxygen generators, concentra-
tors and ventilators were received 
by the Ministry of External Af-
fairs officials in the past week.

The official spokesperson of 
India’s Ministry of External Af-
fairs, Arindam Bagchi, yesterday, 
tweeted receiving liquid oxygen 

supplies from Bahrain. 
“Reaching out across the seas 

- Operation Samudra Setu-II bol-
sters our oxygen availability. INS 
Talwar, the first among our ships 
deployed in the operation arrives 
in Mangalore (India) from Bah-
rain. 2 liquid oxygen cryogen-
ic containers of 20 MT each on 
board.”

“Deeply appreciate this support 
from Bahrain. Taking forward our 
close bilateral ties deep-rooted in 
shared history & cultural affini-
ties,” he added. 

“We are happy that the Indi-
an associations and community 
members have come forward to 
help the people back home at this 
point when the Government of 
India is dealing with the second 
severe wave of COVID 19. The 

Embassy supports this initiative 
and is working to coordinate this 
effort and provide logistical as-
sistance,” Indian Ambassador to 
Bahrain, Piyush Srivastava, told 
Tribune. 

Bagchi also tweeted receiving 
medical supplies from the US, 
Australia, and many others.  “Go-
ing from strength to strength. US 
aircraft carrying an oxygen gen-
erating plant, over 2.8 lakh rapid 
testing kits and other medical 
supplies arrive in India. Deeply 
appreciate the strong support 
from the US, Will further boost 
our oxygen capacities,” Bagchi 
tweeted. 

Meanwhile, US  said it was 
“ready to move immediately” if 
regulators authorise the Pfiz-
er-BioNTech vaccine for 12- to 

15-year-olds.
The pandemic has claimed 

more than 3.2 million lives world-
wide since it first emerged in late 
2019, and the fight against Cov-
id-19 has been complicated by the 
emergence of new variants as the 
virus circulates around the globe.

The British government said 
yesterday it is spending 29.3 mil-
lion pounds ($40.6 million) on 
new coronavirus vaccine labo-
ratories at its secretive Porton 
Down research facility to “fu-
ture-proof the country from the 
threat of new variants”.

In hard-hit Brazil, a former 
health minister said President 
Jair Bolsonaro repeatedly ignored 
warnings that his Covid-19 re-
sponse risked causing a collapse 

of the health system.

Two liquid oxygen cryogenic containers of 20 MT each from Bahrain getting offloaded in India 

Deeply appreciate this 
support from Bahrain. 

Taking forward our 
close bilateral ties 

deep-rooted in shared 
history & cultural 

affinities 
ARINDAM BAGCHI, POKESPER-
SON OF INDIA’S MINISTRY OF 

EXTERNAL AFFAIRS

We are happy that the Indian 
associations and community 

members have come forward to help 
the people back home at this point 
when the Government of India is 

dealing with the second severe wave 
of COVID 19. The Embassy supports 

this initiative and is working to 
coordinate this effort and provide 

logistical assistance 
 INDIAN AMBASSADOR TO BAHRAIN, PIYUSH 

SRIVASTAVA.

Kurdish leader says he fears Islamic 
State comeback in Iraq
Reuters | Iraq, Sulaimaniya

A senior Kurdish official has 
said there are growing in-

dications that Islamic State is 
trying to make a comeback af-
ter an uptick in attacks in Iraq.

At least 19 members of Ira-
qi and Iraqi Kurdish security 
forces have been killed in re-
cent days across the country, 
according to military state-
ments and security officials, 
prompting calls from Iraq’s 
president to remain vigilant 
to the threat of a resurgent 
Islamic State.

The attacks come after Bagh-
dad’s deadliest suicide bomb-
ing in three years, claimed in 
January by the ultra hardline 
Sunni Islamist group, and amid 

fears that a reduction of US-led 
forces could upset stability.

“It seems like (Islamic State) 
have re-organised,” Lahur Ta-
labany, co-president of the 
Patriotic Union of Kurdistan 
party and a former intelligence 
chief told Reuters in an inter-
view.

Lahur Talabany


