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Royal Assurance
HM King Meets BDF, Praises Courage and Readiness

• Support for 
families affected by 
recent attacks  

TDT | Manama

His Majesty King Hamad 
bin Isa Al Khalifa, Su-
preme Commander of 

the Armed Forces, met yester-
day with members of the Bah-
rain Defence Force in Manama, 
reaffirming the Kingdom’s com-
mitment to national security 
and citizen welfare amid recent 
regional developments.

The meeting, attended by 
Field Marshal Shaikh Khalifa 
bin Ahmed Al Khalifa, highlight-
ed the Bahrain Defence Force’s 
crucial role in safeguarding 
the nation. His Majesty com-
mended the personnel for their 
professionalism, courage, and 
dedication in carrying out their 
duties under challenging cir-
cumstances.

Addressing recent events, His 
Majesty the King condemned 
unjustified Iranian aggression 
targeting Bahrain and neighbor-
ing countries. He noted that the 
attacks impacted civilian areas 

and infrastructure, resulting in 
injuries and damage to private 
properties.

Priority
His Majesty reassured citi-

zens that the government would 
compensate all losses related to 

property damage, emphasizing 
that the well-being of Bahraini 
families remains a top priority.

His Majesty the King also reit-
erated the importance of adher-
ing to United Nations Security 
Council Resolution 2817, which 
condemns the attacks and calls 

for their immediate halt, along-
side any further hostile actions.

Praising the unity shown 
by the public, His Majesty ex-
pressed appreciation for the 
strong sense of national respon-
sibility demonstrated by citi-
zens, including their willingness 

to volunteer and support recov-
ery efforts.  

His Majesty underscored the 
need for continued vigilance 
and readiness to protect the 
Kingdom’s security and stabili-
ty. He affirmed that Bahrain will 
remain a nation of safety and 
resilience, moving forward on 
its path of development through 
unity and collective determi-
nation.

HM the King with BDF officers

His Majesty the 
King condemned 

unjustified 
Iranian 

aggression 
targeting Bahrain 
and neighboring 

countries.
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Bahrain urges urgent global action over 
escalating Strait of Hormuz tensions
TDT | Manama

Bahrain has called for im-
mediate and coordinated 

international action over rising 
tensions in the Strait of Hormuz, 
warning that the situation now 
poses serious risks to global sta-
bility, food security, and the in-
ternational legal order.

Speaking on the developments, 
Foreign Minister Dr. Abdullatif 

bin Rashid Al Zayani said the 
situation has evolved from ear-
lier threats against commercial 
shipping into a broader crisis 
with worldwide implications, 
stressing that delay in response 
could significantly worsen the 
fallout.

He noted that maritime traf-
fic through the strategic water-
way has dropped by more than 

90 percent since February 28, 
warning that the disruption is no 
longer confined to energy mar-
kets but is now affecting global 
supply chains, particularly food 
and agricultural inputs such as 
fertilizers. Dr. Al Zayani referred 
to United Nations assessments 
warning that worsening condi-
tions could push millions into 
hunger and poverty, including 

an estimated 45 million addi-
tional people facing acute food 
insecurity and around 4 mil-
lion in the Arab region at risk of 
falling into poverty if the crisis  
continues.

He said Bahrain’s decision to 
raise the issue at the United Na-
tions Security Council reflects 
the severity of the situation, de-
scribing it as an international 

emergency rather than a regional 
dispute.

The Foreign Minister warned 
that every day without decisive 
intervention increases the risk 
of global agricultural disruption, 
rising hunger levels, and insta-
bility in vulnerable countries, 
adding that developing nations 
would bear the heaviest burden 
if the crisis deepens.

Seven Arrested in BD800,000 Gold Heist
TDT | Manama

The Ministry of Interior announced 
that the Capital Governorate Police 

Directorate arrested seven individuals, 
aged between 18 and 23, in connection 
with a major burglary involving gold 
jewellery, luxury watches, and other 
valuables estimated to be worth more 
than BD800,000.

According to officials, investigations 
revealed that the suspects committed 
the theft after taking advantage of the 
homeowners’ absence. The group re-

portedly planned and executed the crime 
by targeting the residence while it was 
unoccupied.

The directorate stated that it took 
immediate action upon receiving a re-
port from the homeowner. Police teams 
launched intensive search and investi-
gation operations, collecting evidence 
and tracking leads, which ultimately 
led to identifying and apprehending the 
suspects. Authorities confirmed that they 
recovered the stolen items from various 
locations where the accused had hidden 
them. 

Children’s 
Storyteller 
Mohammed 
Saleh Dies

Rehab Mohammad 
TDT | Manama

An outpouring of grief 
followed the death 

yesterday of Mohammed 
Saleh, a young Bahraini 
known as ‘the storyteller’, 
whose work with children 
in schools, nurseries and 
public events made him a 
familiar face to many fam-
ilies across Bahrain.

Saleh became known 
among children through 
group storytelling sessions, 
using a warm, lively style 
that held the room and 
drew in adults as well as 
the young. He was widely 
known for his smile, his easy 
manner and the bond he 
built with children through 
stories.

He was diagnosed with 
brain cancer in 2018 and 
spoke openly about his 
illness. Saleh said his doctor 
had warned him he could 
lose his ability to speak after 
surgery to remove the tu-
mour, but he chose to keep 
telling stories and carried 
on with the work for which 
he had become known.

Mohammed Saleh reading a story 
to children

No abnormal air 
pollution detected
TDT | Manama

The Supreme Coun-
cil for Environment 

confirmed that air quality 
across the Kingdom of Bah-
rain remains normal, with 
no abnormal levels record-
ed, following yesterday’s 
incident where one facili-
ty and several operational 
units at another site were 
targeted.

The Council stated that 
environmental monitoring 
operations are continuing 
around the clock to track air 
quality indicators across the 
Kingdom.

Suspects with the seized evidence



Kuwait reported that sev-
eral of its key infrastruc-
ture and government fa-

cilities were damaged in a series 
of drone attacks, according to 
official statements issued on 
Sunday.

The Ministry of Electricity 
and Water said two power and 
water desalination plants had 
been struck, resulting in “sig-
nificant material damage” and 
the shutdown of two electricity 
generation units. No deaths or 
injuries were reported.

Earlier, the Kuwait Petroleum 
Corporation confirmed that a fire 
broke out at its Shuwaikh oil sec-
tor complex, which houses the 
Oil Ministry and KPC headquar-
ters, following a drone strike.

State media, citing the Min-

istry of Finance, stated that an 
Iranian drone had also hit an 
office complex used by multiple 

government ministries, causing 
extensive material damage but 
no casualties.
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Wave of Drone Strikes
S w i f t  r e s p o n s e  l i m i t s  i m p a c t  o n  c r i t i c a l  G u l f  o i l  a n d  w a t e r  f a c i l i t i e s

Bapco Energies 
Facility Hit by 
Drone Attack

GPIC confirms 
drone attack on 
operational units

Bapco Energies confirmed 
yesterday that a hostile 
drone attack struck one of 

its storage facilities, causing a fire 
in a storage tank.

The company said the fire has 
since been fully extinguished and 
the situation is now under con-

trol. Initial assessments are un-
derway to determine the extent 
of the damage. No injuries were 
reported. 

Bapco Energies emphasized 
that the safety of its employees 
and facilities remains its highest 
priority.

Gulf Petrochemical Indus-
tries Company (GPIC) 
also confirmed that Irani-

an drones targeted several of its 
operational units early Sunday 
morning. The company stated 
that the incident caused fires in 
multiple affected units. Howev-
er, emergency response teams 
acted swiftly, and all fires have 

since been fully extinguished.
Damage assessment teams 

have been deployed to evalu-
ate the extent of the facility’s 
impact.

The company added that 
its emergency teams worked 
closely with Civil Defence units 
and relevant government au-
thorities to secure the site. 

“The Operations Centre of the General 
Directorate of Civil Defence received a report 

of a fire at a civilian facility caused by the 
Iranian attack. Civil Defence units responded 

immediately and brought the fire under 
control in record time, preventing its spread.”

THE CIVIL DEFENCE OFFICER BRIEFED BAHRAIN TV ON THE INCIDENT

Borouge plant temporarily 
halted after debris-related fire

Kuwait reports multiple 
infrastructure hits

Saudi air defenses 
intercepted a 
cruise missile

Borouge, a flagship pet-
rochemicals producer 
in the UAE, converts oil 

and gas into high-performance 
plastics used across global in-
frastructure, energy, and man-
ufacturing sectors. Its facilities 
form a key part of the country’s 
industrial base, supporting both 
domestic supply chains and in-
ternational markets.

Operations at the company’s 
plant in Abu Dhabi were tem-
porarily suspended after fires 
broke out yesterday following 
debris falling at the site, ac-
cording to official statements. 
The Abu Dhabi Media Office 
said the debris resulted from 
successful interceptions car-
ried out by air defence systems. 
Authorities confirmed that no 

injuries were reported.
Initial assessments were car-

ried out to determine the extent 

of any damage, while operations 
remained temporarily suspend-
ed as precautionary measures.

Borouge Plc, a UAE-based petrochemicals leader, produces advanced 
polyethylene and polypropylene solutions for global industries.

Shuwaikh oil sector complex houses the Oil Ministry and Kuwait Petroleum 
Corporation (KPC) headquarters.

A spokesperson for the Saudi Ministry of Defense, Turki Al-Malki, announced on 
Sunday that Saudi air defenses successfully intercepted a cruise missile.

Al-Malki confirmed that the interception succeeded, preventing the missile from 
reaching its target.

The Ministry of Defense reiterated that its forces remain fully prepared to counter 
various threats, emphasizing their ongoing commitment to safeguarding the security 
of the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia and protecting its territories.

Between 28 February and 5 April

Several oil and water infrastructure sites across the region 
were reportedly affected by Iranian aggression, including 

disruptions, attempted attacks, and reported damage across 
multiple Gulf countries.

Oil & Energy Facilities Affected:

•	 Ras Tanura Refinery (Saudi Arabia) 
•	 Shaybah Oil Field (Saudi Arabia) 
•	 Yanbu Oil Refinery/Port Area (Saudi Arabia) 
•	 Oil sector complex in Shuwaikh (Kuwait) 
•	 Fuel storage facilities in Duqm Port (Oman) 
•	 Salalah Port fuel and logistics infrastructure (Oman)  

Qatar’s Ras Laffan industrial city, the world’s 
largest LNG export hub, suffered major 
damage in the attacks, cutting LNG export 

capacity by around 17%. The Pearl gas-to-liquids 
facility was also significantly impacted, with re-
pairs expected to take several years. Multiple LNG 
units experienced fires and extensive damage, and 
at least one production train at Pearl will likely 
remain offline for a year or more.

 Ras Laffan industrial city, Qatar

Water & Desalination Facilities Affected:

•	 Shuwaikh desalination/power-linked facilities (Kuwait) 
•	 Additional Kuwaiti water and power utility installations

Bahrain air defences intercepted 
13 drones in 24 hours

The air defence sys-
tems had intercepted and 
destroyed 13 drones that 
targeted the Kingdom of 
Bahrain during the previ-
ous 24 hours, according to 
updates from the General 
Command of the Bahrain 
Defence Force.

The statement added 
that since the start of 
the attacks, defence sys-

tems had intercepted and 
destroyed a total of 188 
missiles and 466 drones, 

maintaining a high level 
of readiness.

It also reiterated calls to 
stay away from affected 
areas, avoid touching 
suspicious objects, and 
refrain from photograph-
ing military operations 
or debris sites, stressing  
the importance of pub-
lic safety and compliance 
with official guidance.

13
DRONES

BAHRAIN IN 24HRS.



Nearby, fragrance seller Sha-
neer reflected on the calmer 
evenings that have replaced 
once-busy weekends.

“Thursday, Friday, and Sat-
urday used to be busy,” he said. 
“Now it is quieter, but we are 
not thinking of leaving Bahrain. 
This will pass, and people will 
come back.”

He noted that many regular 
customers still reach out, show-
ing that relationships extend 
beyond transactions.

BUSINESS EVOLVES, NOT 
STOPS

At Kewalram Textiles, a busi-
ness rooted in over 70 years of 
history, Alam shared a similar 
outlook. Although daily visitors 
have dropped significantly, im-
ports continue and operations 
remain stable.

HOPE ANCHORED 
For shops reliant on tourism, 
such as souvenir outlets, the 
slowdown has been more pro-
nounced. Yet, optimism remains 
strong.

“Our customers are travellers. 
They come to take something 
from Bahrain with them,” one 
shop worker said. “They will re-
turn. Bahrain is a place people 
remember.”

In spice shops, where daily 
sales have dropped sharply, the 
focus remains on perseverance.

“We have seen 
many phases over 
the years. This is 
not new for us. 
We continue, like 
we always have,” 
he said, highlight-
ing the resilience 
b u i l t  t h r o u g h 
decades.
GOLD JEWELLERY MARKET

Munther described a shift 
rather than a slowdown. While 
footfall has decreased, demand 
remains steady, supported by 

seasonal purchases during 
Ramadan and Eid.

“Before, customers came in 
person. Now, most orders are 
through home delivery,” he ex-
plained. “People adapt, and so 
do we. Business continues, just 
in a different way.”
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Manama Souq 
Traders Stand Strong

S t r e n g t h ,  S t a b i l i t y  a n d  T r u s t  i n  t h e  K i n g d o m

Despite a noticeable 
slowdown in activi-
ty, traders in Mana-
ma Souq are sending 

a clear and unified message: 
they are here to stay, standing 
hand in hand with the Kingdom 
of Bahrain through changing 
times.

During a special field visit by 
The Daily Tribune, shopkeep-
ers across the historic market 
spoke with resilience and opti-
mism, choosing continuity over 
concern and adaptation over 
retreat. While sales in some 
areas have dropped by up to 50 
percent, the spirit of the souq 
remains unshaken.

The once-busy alleys may 
now be quieter, but shops con-
tinue to open on time, displays 
are carefully arranged, and dai-
ly routines are maintained—a 
reflection of both discipline and 
determination.
ADAPTING WITH CONFIDENCE

At a tailoring shop special-
ising in formal suits, Absar ac-
knowledged a drop in sales of 
nearly 50 percent. Yet, oper-
ations continue steadily. Fab-
rics still arrive, albeit through 
adjusted routes via Dubai and 
Saudi Arabia.

“Work continues. We are 
here, and we will remain,” he 
said confidently, adding that 
loyal customers remain in 
touch, waiting for conditions 
to improve.

TDT | Manama 
Neethu V | Hasan Barakat

TDT | Manama 
Mohammed Darwish

TDT | Manama 
Rehab Mohammad 

“These are passing days. “We 
stay, we work, and things im-
prove,” a trader shared, empha-
sising the importance of main-
taining routine.

Meanwhile, traditional sweet 
shops experienced a seasonal 
boost during Eid. Jaffar noted 
that while sales have since eased, 
cultural traditions continue to 
support demand.

“Eid was good for us. Many 
families still hold on to these tra-
ditions,” he said. “After Eid, it 
slowed down, but we are confi-
dent life will return to normal.”
STANDING TOGETHER 
Across the souq, traders repeat-
edly expressed trust in Bahrain’s 
stability and leadership. Many 
drew parallels with the COV-

ID-19 period, recalling how the 
market endured and recovered.

“It was difficult, but we came 
through it,” one trader reflected. 
“This will also pass.”

Today, that experience rein-
forces their confidence — not 
only in their businesses, but in 
the Kingdom itself.

No trader spoke of leaving. In-
stead, they spoke of patience, uni-
ty, and belief in Bahrain’s ability 
to navigate challenges.

Manama Souq may be quieter 
for now, but its spirit remains 
strong. Its traders continue to 
open their doors each day, not 
just to do business, but to stand 
in solidarity with the Kingdom 
— confident that brighter days 
lie ahead.

Work continues. 
We are here, and 

we will remain

Absar, Tailor

We have seen many 
phases over the years. 
This is not new for us. 
We continue, like we 

always have 

Alam , Kewalram Textiles Employee 

Before, customers 
came in person. Now, 

most orders are 
through home delivery 

Munther , Gold Shop Employee

Workers Cannot Be Sent on 
Unpaid Leave Unilaterally

One-sided pay cuts 
or unpaid leave 
cannot be imposed 
on workers during 

economic strain or other ex-
ceptional conditions, lawyer 
Seddiqa Al Mawali told The 
Daily Tribune, saying the law 
gives employees a clear right 
to wages and allows reduced 
pay only in limited cases.

The question has taken on 
added weight in Bahrain after 
the recent Iranian attacks on 
the kingdom and the strain 
they have placed on public 
life. Against that backdrop, Al 
Mawali said a worker’s wage 
is a fixed right in return for 
work and cannot be changed 

except under clear legal rules. 
She pointed to labour law pro-
visions, including Articles 41 
and 43, which bar any change 
in the pay system, monthly, 
weekly or by piece rate, unless 
the worker agrees in writing.

‘The wage is a fixed right 
of the worker in return for 

work,’ she said. ‘It cannot be 
reduced or changed except 
within clear legal limits.’

She said a worker who turns 
up ready to work must still 
receive full pay if the employ-
er does not let them work. If 
work stops for reasons outside 
the employer’s control, such 
as a government order, a disas-
ter or a forced halt to business 
activity, the worker can in that 
case be due half pay.

‘Half salary is lawful in one 
main case only,’ she said. ‘That 
is when the worker attends 
work but cannot carry it out 
because of reasons beyond the 
employer’s control.’

Al Mawali said the law 
strikes a fair balance in that 
situation. The worker has 
done nothing wrong, while 
the employer did not cause 
the stoppage, so half the wage 
can be due.

That does not apply, she 
said, if the worker is still 
working. ‘If the worker car-
ries on working, paying half 
the salary is against the law,’ 
Al Mawali said. ‘In that case, 
the worker can claim the full 
wage and seek compensation 
for delay.’

On unpaid leave, she said an 
employer cannot force it on 
a worker. Any move to place 
a worker on unpaid leave, or 
to cut pay for a period, must 
come through agreement be-
tween both sides.

If the worker 
carries on 

working, paying 
half the salary is 
against the law

Seddiqa Al Mawali,
lawyer

• Unpaid leave
employer cannot
force it on a worker.

• No forced pay
cuts or unpaid leave
without consent

• Salary is a legal right

• Any change needs
written agreement

Media Key to Protecting 
National Unity and Security

The President of the Bah-
raini Journalists Asso-

ciation, Issa Al-Shaiji, has 
commended the strong and 
responsible role played by 
Bahrain’s media community 
in response to recent regional 
tensions and hostile narra-
tives targeting the Kingdom.

Al-Shaiji praised the ef-
forts of journalists, broad-
casters, and media profes-
sionals across the Ministry 
of Information, newspapers, 
and digital platforms, noting 
that they have demonstrated 

a high level of national responsibili-
ty by prioritizing Bahrain’s security, 
stability, and public interest.

He said the media sector’s per-
formance during these sensitive 
circumstances reflects a longstand-
ing tradition of patriotism and pro-
fessionalism, adding that Bahraini 
media workers have consistently 
stood firm during key moments in 
the nation’s history.

The association president high-
lighted the importance of these 
efforts in promoting public aware-
ness, strengthening national unity, 
and countering misinformation 
and misleading content circulating 
across various platforms, particu-
larly social media.

He called for continued vigilance 
against disinformation campaigns 
and rumors aimed at undermining 
social cohesion, stressing the need 
for the public to rely on official and 
credible sources of information.

Bahrain will remain a nation 
of peace, tolerance, and unity, 

where responsible media 
stands as a shield against 

misinformation and any 
attempts to divide society.

Issa Al-Shaiji, The President 
Bahraini Journalists Association
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Reminder of Extraordinary General Meeting
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Shura Rejects Foreign Investment Guarantee 
Bill, Delays Graduate Training Law

Mohammed Darwish
TDT | Manama

The Shura Council on Sun-
day rejected a proposed law 

requiring limited liability com-
panies with foreign partners to 
provide an irrevocable BD30,000 
bank guarantee, while also post-
poning a separate bill mandating 
graduate training in larger firms, 
following extensive debate on 
their economic and labour im-
plications.

The first draft law would have 
required any company with one 
or more foreign partners to de-
posit a BD30,000 bank guarantee 
in favour of the ministry respon-
sible for trade for the duration of 
the company’s operations.

However, both the govern-
ment and the Shura Financial 
and Economic Affairs Commit-
tee opposed the proposal, warn-
ing it would immobilise large 
amounts of capital, discourage 
investment, and negatively im-
pact Bahrain’s business envi-
ronment.

Meanwhile, the Shura Coun-
cil postponed voting on a Par-
liament-drafted bill requiring 

companies with 50 or more em-
ployees to provide structured 
training for university graduates 
nominated by the Ministry of 
Labour. 

Under the proposal, firms 
would be required to train one 
graduate for every 50 employees 
for a minimum of three months.

Labour Minister Yousif Khalaf 
said existing legislation already 
gives the government sufficient 
authority to require training 
through ministerial regulations, 

particularly under Article 16 of 
the current vocational training 
law. He cautioned that the pro-
posed amendment would re-
place a flexible framework with 
a rigid obligation unsuitable for 
all business models.

Applying this 
requirement 

across all affected 
companies would 

freeze more 
than BD1 billion 
in the banking 

system as inactive 
capital, which 
would directly 

reduce liquidity, 
investment flow, 

and economic 
growth in Bahrain
H.E. MINISTER ABDULLA FAKHRO

Bahrain’s 
competitiveness as an 

investment destination 
must be protected, and 
any additional financial 
burdens risk weakening 
the Kingdom’s position 

compared to other 
regional economies and 
its long-term economic 

vision
KHALID AL MASKATI

The current legal 
framework already 
provides sufficient 

flexibility to regulate 
training without 
introducing rigid 

obligations that may 
not suit all business 

models
H.E. LABOUR MINISTER YOUSIF KHALAF

Structured workplace 
training is essential 

to bridge the gap 
between education 

and employment
FIRST DEPUTY CHAIRMAN JAMAL FAKHRO

Stronger coordination 
between universities 

and employers is 
essential to improve 

graduate employment 
outcomes

ABDULLAH AL NUAIMI, SHURA COUNCIL 

MEMBER

Royal visit

His Highness Shaikh Nasser bin Hamad Al Khalifa and His Highness Shaikh Khalid bin Hamad Al Khalifa visited the 
Marassi Galleria in Bahrain.

Faithful gather for Easter Vigil
TDT | Manama

The Easter Vigil Mass was 
celebrated at the Cathedral 

of Our Lady of Arabia and led by 
Bishop Aldo Berardi, bringing 
together worshippers for the 
solemn celebration of the res-
urrection of Christ.

The service followed the tra-
ditional Easter Vigil structure, 
beginning in darkness and grad-
ually moving into light, symbol-
izing new life and hope. Key 
moments included the lighting 
of the Paschal candle, scripture 
readings, and the renewal of 
baptismal promises, creating a 
reflective and uplifting atmos-
phere for those in attendance.

Suspended Sentence in Workplace Assault and Arson Case
TDT | Manama

A man received a one-year 
suspended prison sen-

tence (suspended for three 
years) after the First High 
Criminal Court convicted 
him of assaulting his busi-
ness partner—who is also his 
brother—and attempting to 
set fire to company property.

The court’s decision fol-
lowed the victim’s waiver of 
his complaint and the defend-
ant’s partial admission of re-
sponsibility.

Court findings show the 

defendant was charged with 
attempted arson after alleged-
ly trying to ignite a fire inside 
the workplace, in addition to 
damaging company property 
and assaulting the victim. The 
attempted fire did not mate-
rialize due to circumstances 
beyond his control.

Evidence presented includ-
ed security camera footage 
showing the defendant at-
tacking the victim, damag-
ing a cash safe, and pouring a 
substance over it and nearby 
documents before attempting 

to set them on fire.
The victim testified that the 

defendant arrived at the office 
angry, assaulted him, issued 
threats, and damaged office 
property during the incident.

Although the defendant 
later denied the arson allega-
tion, claiming he used water 
instead of a flammable liquid, 
the court ruled the evidence 
was sufficient to establish 
guilt.

The sentence was suspend-
ed due to the reconciliation 
between both parties.

One Phone Call Costs Bahraini Woman BD1,030 
Rehab Mohammad
TDT | Manama

A Bahraini woman lost 
BD1,030 after falling vic-

tim to a phone scam in which 
a caller posed as a financial 
company employee and asked 
her to update her account de-
tails.

Believing the call was gen-
uine, she shared a verification 
code sent to her phone, allow-
ing the scammers to access 
her account and transfer the 
money.

Investigations revealed 
that a 26-year-old Asian man, 
working with an unknown 
accomplice, carried out the 

fraud using the code linked 
to the victim’s bank card and 
payment app.

BD1,000 of the stolen funds 
was transferred to the defend-
ant’s account and withdrawn 
the same day. Authorities 
confirmed the suspect used 
his own details to open the 
account and later admitted his 
involvement.

The case is now before the 
First High Criminal Court, 
highlighting the growing 
threat of phone-based cyber 
fraud.

Thumbs up for multi-use halls
• Suitable spaces for 
social gatherings

TDT | Manama 

The Northern Municipal 
Council has approved two 

proposals to construct mul-
ti-use halls in Al Jasra and 

Budaiya, aimed at supporting 
youth activities and community 
events in the areas.

Council member Moham-
med Saad Al Dosari said the 
initiative comes in response 
to the lack of suitable spaces 
for social gatherings, as well 
as cultural,  sporting, and 
youth programmes in both  
regions.

BD1,000
Stolen fund that 
was transferred 

to the defendant’s 
account.

Mohammed Saad Al Dosari, Northern 
Municipal Council member



High-level GCC–Korea meeting held in Seoul
TDT | Manama

The Ambassador of the King-
dom of Bahrain to the Re-

public of Korea participated in 
a meeting held in Seoul between 
ambassadors of the Gulf Co-
operation Council (GCC) states 
and Ko Yun-chul, South Ko-
rea’s Deputy Prime Minister 
and Minister of Economy and 
Finance of South Korea.

At the outset of the meeting, 
the South Korean minister ex-

pressed concern over recent 
developments in the Middle 
East, including tensions linked 
to the Strait of Hormuz. He 
reaffirmed Seoul’s support for 

GCC countries and stressed the 
importance of restoring regional 
security and stability.

The meeting reviewed ways 
to enhance coordination be-

tween both sides and expand 
cooperation in economic and 
investment fields. Discussions 
also focused on strengthening 
public-private partnerships.

All-Inclusive Bahrain–Cochin 
Travel Plan via Oman

TDT | Manama

The Bahrain Malayalee 
Business Forum has an-

nounced a special repatriation 
travel package for passengers 
heading to Kochi, India, sched-
uled for April 16, 2026. The 
journey will operate on a mul-
ti-leg route via Oman, combin-
ing both land and air travel.

The all-inclusive package is 
priced at 220 BHD and includes 
flight tickets, Saudi transit visa 
arrangements, Oman entry fa-
cilitation, and transportation 
throughout the journey.

HM King Hamad’s Initiatives Praised 
for Advancing Global Tolerance
• Kingdom advances 
peace, coexistence 
and human values

TDT | Manama

Bahrain has reiterated its 
steadfast commitment to 
advancing peace, coex-

istence, and human values, in 
line with the vision of His Maj-
esty Hamad bin Isa Al Khalifa 
and the directives of His Royal 
Highness Salman bin Hamad Al 
Khalifa.

His Excellency Dr. Shaikh Ab-
dullah bin Ahmed Al Khalifa, 
Minister of Transportation and 
Telecommunications and Chair-
man of the Board of Trustees of 
the King Hamad Global Centre 
for Peaceful Coexistence, said 
Bahrain continues to strength-
en its global role in promoting 
tolerance, dialogue, and interna-
tional cooperation through initi-
atives inspired by the Kingdom’s 
leadership.

Speaking on the occasion of 
the International Day of Con-
science, he said the global con-
science is being severely tested 
amid escalating regional ten-

sions, referring to Iranian at-
tacks targeting civilians and vital 
infrastructure. He said such ac-
tions constitute a clear violation 
of international law and princi-
ples of good neighbourliness.

Obligations
He urged the international 

community to fulfil its legal and 
moral obligations by implement-
ing UN Security Council Reso-
lution 2817 and working toward 
an immediate cessation of these 
attacks, which he warned threat-
en both regional stability and 
global peace.

Dr. Shaikh Abdullah high-

lighted Bahrain’s long-standing 
approach under the leadership 
of His Majesty the King, noting 
that the Kingdom has moved 
beyond humanitarian support 
to actively foster international 
solidarity.

He pointed to Bahrain’s initi-
atives, including hosting inter-
faith and intercultural dialogue 
forums, launching the “Bahrain 
Declaration” on religious free-
dom, and supporting efforts to 
counter hate speech and extrem-
ism. He said these initiatives 
reflect a comprehensive vision 
aimed at strengthening peace 
and human coexistence.
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Bahrain continues to 
strengthen its global 

role in promoting 
tolerance, dialogue, and 

international cooperation 
through initiatives 

inspired by the Kingdom’s 
leadership

H.E.  DR. SHAIKH ABDULLAH BIN AHMED AL 
KHALIFA, MINISTER OF TRANSPORTATION AND 

TELECOMMUNICATIONS

First batch of Sitra Housing 
Phase Two Handed Over 
• 531 residential 
units distributed 

TDT | Manama

Bahrain has taken another 
step forward in its national 

housing programme with the 
distribution of 531 residential 
units in the second phase of the 
Sitra Housing City project, as 
part of ongoing efforts to meet 
rising housing demand across 
the Kingdom.

The initiative is being im-
plemented in line with the di-
rectives of His Majesty Hamad 
bin Isa Al Khalifa to accelerate 
the delivery of housing projects 
and achieve the goal of 50,000 
new housing units, alongside 
instructions from His Royal 
Highness Prince Salman bin 
Hamad Al Khalifa, the  Crown 
Prince and Prime Minister , to 
provide 7,000 housing services.

The Ministry of Housing 
and Urban Planning has begun 

handing over keys to eligible 
beneficiaries in the latest batch, 
marking a key phase in the Si-
tra development’s structured 
rollout.

Officials said the process is 
progressing according to plan, 
underscoring continued efforts 
to strengthen housing provi-
sion and support sustainable 
community development in the 
Kingdom.

Keys handed over to eligible housing beneficiaries

7000
Target goal for new 

housing units under the 
directives of His Royal 

Highness Prince Salman 
bin Hamad Al Khalifa, 

Crown Prince and Prime 
Ministe

Fake Complaint 
Follow-Up Leads to 
Banking Scam Trial

Rehab Mohammad
TDT | Manama

The First High Criminal 
Court is set to deliver 

its verdict on April 14 in a 
case involving an Arab man 
accused of embezzling more 
than 12,000 Bahraini dinars 
from a 50-year-old victim 
through a sophisticated dig-
ital fraud scheme that began 
with a simple phone call.

The case, described by 
investigators as a complex 
mix of deception and cyber 
manipulation, began when 
the victim lodged a com-
plaint against a fuel compa-
ny over disorganized vehicle 
handling at a petrol station. 
Shortly after, he received 
a call from an individual 
claiming to be a company 
representative, who assured 
him that the issue would be 
resolved.

Victim
Days later, the victim was 

contacted again and in-
structed to enter his banking 
details into a fraudulent link 
under the pretext of receiv-
ing a compensation reward. 
Once he complied, a total 
of 12,756 dinars was im-
mediately withdrawn from 
his account. Investigations 
revealed that the accused 
misled the victim by posing 
as a complaint follow-up of-
ficer and obtained sensitive 

banking information, which 
he allegedly used in coordi-
nation with an unidentified 
accomplice. The pair report-
edly exploited card verifi-
cation details and accessed 
banking systems to carry out 
unauthorized transfers. The 
accused was also found to 
be residing illegally in the 
country.

Investigation
The Public  Prosecu-

tion’s investigation further 
showed that the accused 
admitted to using a mobile 
banking application and re-
ceiving a deposit of 10,000 
dinars of unclear origin. 
Bank records confirmed 
that multiple transactions 
were carried out, including 
withdrawals and transfers 
linked to cryptocurrency 
platforms, as well as the ac-
tivation and use of several 
Visa cards across different 
locations.

Financial tracking also 
uncovered communication 
between the accused and 
another individual regard-
ing bank card details and 
PIN codes. The funds stolen 
from the victim were moved 
in several transactions, with 
portions spent via credit 
cards, transferred to cryp-
tocurrency platforms, while 
a small amount was later 
returned to the victim’s ac-
count.

P a c k a g e

 I n c l u s i o n s :

•	 Air ticket from Oman to 
Kochi

•	 Saudi transit visa
•	 Oman entry arrangements
•	 Bus transportation from 

Bahrain to Oman 
 

Required Documents

•	 Original passport
•	 White background 

photograph
•	 Bahrain visa copy
•	 No Objection Certificate 

(NOC) from employer 

Baggage Allowance
•	 30 kg checked baggage
•	 7 kg hand luggage

GCC and South Korean ambassadors at the event

Investigation Continues into Detainee Death Case

Rehab Mohammad
TDT | Manama

The Special Investigation 
Unit announced that on 

March 27, 2026, it monitored 
social media reports regard-
ing the death of a detainee. On 
the same day, the unit also re-

ceived an official notification 
from the Inspector General 
of the National Intelligence 
Agency concerning the same 
incident. In line with its le-
gal mandate and authority, 
the unit immediately initiated 
procedures, launching a broad 
investigation.



2.3
Afghanistan shares a 

2,329-kilometre border 
with Turkmenistan, 

Uzbekistan and Tajikistan.
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This anniversary campaign marks an important milestone 
for ONE App and reflects our continued focus on delivering 

practical and rewarding financial solutions for our clients. By 
linking participation directly to services available within the 
app, we are reinforcing the simplicity and convenience of the 

ONE App experience, while offering clients added value in 
their everyday financial interactions

MR. HAITHAM AL HADDAD, GENERAL MANAGER OF ONE APP

Nepal began selling half-
filled cooking gas cylinders 

last month to discourage 
hoarding and panic buying, 

with officials urging the 
public to cut back on fuel 

use.

KNOW WHAT

His Excellency Mr. Abdullah bin Adel Fakhro, Minister of Industry and Commerce, the Minister mandated to carry out the responsibilities of Bahrain Bourse’s 
shareholder met with the Chairman of Bahrain Bourse, Mr. Yusef Abdullah Al Yusef, and the Chief Executive Officer of Bahrain Bourse, Shaikh Khalifa bin Ebrahim 
Al-Khalifa. During the meeting, both parties reviewed Bahrain Bourse’s consolidated financial statements as of 31 December 2025. His Excellency commended the 
positive financial results achieved, praising the ongoing efforts of Bahrain Bourse’s leadership and team in enhancing market performance and strengthening 
the capital market infrastructure.  He highlighted that these accomplishments reflect steady progress toward the objectives of Bahrain Bourse’s Capital Markets 
Development Plan 2026–2028‘Elevate’, which focuses on elevating the market and enhancing its overall competitiveness.

Bahrain Bourse Presents 2025 Results to Industry and Commerce minister

ONE App marks anniversary with 
Grand Prize Jetour T2 campaign

Campaign offers clients more chances to win through salary account linking and eligible financial services

• Clients can enter 
the draw by linking 
their salary account 
through ONE App

Manama

ONE App, powered by Al 
Salam Bank,  has  an-
nounced the launch of its 

anniversary campaign, offering 
clients the opportunity to enter a 
grand prize draw to win a brand-
new Jetour T2. The campaign 
is structured to reward clients 
from 1 April until 31 December 
2026 through salary account 

linking and the use of select fi-
nancial services available within 
the app.

Clients can enter the draw 
by linking their salary account 
through ONE App, without the 
need to switch their existing 
bank. Additional chances to win 
are granted when clients avail 
eligible financial services on the 
platform, including Government 
Sukuk Subscriptions, Buy Now 
Pay Later, Advance Salary, In-
stant Finance, Auto Finance, 
and Personal Finance, with each 
successfully completed service 
providing an additional entry 
into the draw.

The campaign is open to sal-
aried Bahrainis and expatriates 

and is designed to reinforce ONE 
App’s value proposition as a con-
venient, accessible, and reward-
ing digital financial platform.

Commenting on the launch, 
Mr. Haitham Al Haddad, Gen-

eral Manager of ONE App, said:
“This anniversary campaign 

marks an important milestone 
for ONE App and reflects our 
continued focus on delivering 
practical and rewarding finan-

cial solutions for our clients. By 
linking participation directly to 
services available within the app, 
we are reinforcing the simplicity 
and convenience of the ONE App 
experience, while offering cli-
ents added value in their every-
day financial interactions.”

The initiative combines a clear 
participation framework with 
a high-value grand prize, sup-
porting increased awareness 
and adoption of ONE App’s fi-
nancial services offering across  
Bahrain.

Clients can participate by 
downloading ONE App, linking 
their salary account, and apply-
ing for eligible financial services 
directly through the platform.

 Financial stocks lead 
trading at Bahrain Bourse

Index marks 1,880.05 points

Manama

Bahrain All Share Index 
closed at 1,880.05 points, 

down 9.58 points from its pre-
vious close.

The decline was driven by 
losses in the communications 
services, financial and real es-
tate sectors.

Meanwhile, Bahrain Islamic 
Index settled at 902.65 points, 
slipping 2.13 points.

A total of 84 equity trans-
actions were recorded, with 
a trading volume of 828,612 
shares valued at BD 271,888.

Trading activity was led by 
the financial sector, which ac-
counted for 59.54% of the total 
value of securities traded.

Afghanistan seeks to boost trade 
with Central Asia to $10 billion

AFP | Kabul, Afghanistan

Afghanistan aims to increase 
trade with Central Asian 

countries to $10 billion with-
in the next three or four years, 
Foreign Minister Amir Khan 
Muttaqi said yesterday. 

Trade with Central Asian 
countries to Afghanistan's 
north came to about $2.7 bil-
lion in 2025, itself a significant 
increase over previous years, 
Muttaqi said. He stated Afghan-
istan's new trade goal with its 
neighbours at a "constructive 
dialogue" meeting in Kabul with 
representatives from Tajikistan, 

Turkmenistan, Kyrgyzstan, Uz-
bekistan and Kazakhstan.

The meeting focused on po-
litical, economic and security 
issues, regional cooperation, 
trade and the expansion of 
transit routes.Muttaqi said Af-
ghanistan is seeking to use "its 
geoeconomic position" to link 
Central Asia with South and 
West Asia.

Among the main projects is 
the TAPI (Turkmenistan–Af-
ghanistan–Pakistan–India) gas 
pipeline, a major project be-
tween Herat in Afghanistan's 
west and Turkmenistan, of 
which about 25 kilometres (15 
miles) have been completed so 
far on the Afghan side.

The Taliban government is 
trying to trade with the world, 

despite international sanctions 
on its banking sector that make 
investors wary.

Russia remains the only state 
to have officially recognised 
the Taliban authorities, who 
returned to power in 2021, al-
though countries including Tur-
key, China, India and the United 
Arab Emirates have embassies 
in Afghanistan.

Landlocked Central Asia is 
trying to regain its historic role 
as an important trading route. 
Access to the sea, heading 
south through Afghanistan, is 
vital because the route north 
through Russia is hampered by 
sanctions.Afghanistan shares 
a 2,329-kilometre border with 
Turkmenistan, Uzbekistan and 
Tajikistan.  Muttaqi acknowl-
edged that "certain issues such 
as the threat posed by the Islam-
ic State group, drug trafficking, 
and illegal migration are among 
our shared concerns" but said 
"there are no longer any security 
problems along our common 
borders".

Afghanistan’s Foreign Minister Amir Khan Muttaqi (C, back), along with 
representatives from Central Asian states, takes part in the Afghanistan–Central 
Asia Consultative Dialogue at the Foreign Affairs Ministry in Kabul

Nepal announces two-day 
weekends to fight energy crunch

• Slashed six days 
to five for the civil 
service and educational 
institutions

AFP | Kathmandu, Nepal

Nepal said yesterday it was 
cutting the working week 

from six days to five for the 
civil service and educational 
institutions to cope with the 
energy crisis caused by the 
Middle East war.

Saturday had until now been 
the only day off each week for 
such workers in the Himalayan 
nation. Government spokes-
person Sasmit Pokharel told 
reporters the two-day week-
end would come into effect 
this week.

“Given the present uncom-
fortable situation caused by 
fuel supply, the government 
and educational institutions 
remain closed for two days,” 
Pokharel said.

Government offices will 
now operate from 9 am to 5 
pm Monday to Friday.

Pokharel said the govern-
ment was also exploring legal 
measures to convert petrol and 
diesel vehicles to electric pow-
er but gave no further details.

Nepal, a landlocked nation 
of 30 million people, relies al-
most entirely on India for its 
fossil fuel supplies, leaving it 
exposed to international price 
shocks. It nearly doubled avi-
ation fuel prices on Thursday, 
while the state-owned Nepal 
Oil Corporation said it had 
been incurring heavy losses 
on other petroleum products 
despite some price hikes.
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As the grand prize draw approaches, we are offering our 
clients an exceptional opportunity to own the home of their 

dreams. We continue to reinforce our commitment to our 
clients by extending cash prizes to more winners, reaffirming 

our role as a trusted financial partner that delivers real, 
attainable value

SUBAH ABDULLATIF AL ZAYANI, CHIEF EXECUTIVE – RETAIL BANKING AT NBB

151
The number of small and 
medium-sized firms that 
benefited reached 151, up 
11pc from the year before.

NBB announces first Thara’a Grand Prize draw 
for Luxury Villa and USD 10,000 for 100 winners

TDT | Manama

The National Bank of Bah-
rain (NBB) has announced 

the first grand prize draw of its 
Thara’a 2026 campaign, offering 
one winner a luxury seafront 
villa and 100 winners USD 10,000 
each.

Built around the promise of 
‘More Winners, More Chances,’ 
the campaign is structured to 
expand the number of winners 
while maintaining a simple and 
accessible participation journey. 
Customers can enter the draw 

by depositing into their Thara’a 
account through the NBB App 
or visiting any branch, ensuring 
ease of access across all banking 
channels.

Commenting on the launch, 
Subah Abdullatif Al Zayani, 
Chief Executive – Retail Banking 
at NBB, said, “As the grand prize 
draw approaches, we are offer-
ing our clients an exceptional 
opportunity to own the home of 
their dreams. We continue to re-
inforce our commitment to our 
clients by extending cash prizes 
to more winners, reaffirming our 

role as a trusted financial part-
ner that delivers real, attainable 
value.”

Customers are encouraged to 
deposit before 1st May 2026 to 
be eligible for the first grand 
prize draw. Through Thara’a 
2026, NBB continues to deliver 
a rewarding proposition that 
prioritises accessibility, expands 
opportunity, and aligns closely 
with the ambitions of its cus-
tomers. 

For the full draw and prize 
schedule, visit https://nbbon-
line.com/ or call 1721 4433.

OPEC+ hikes oil production 
quotas, issues warning

To raise quotas by 206,000 barrels per day (bpd) from May

• Warned that damage 
to energy infrastructure 
increases oil market 
volatility, potentially 
hitting global supplies 
well into the future

• Last month, the 
eight-strong V8 
(Voluntary Eight) group 
in the OPEC+ cartel 
also raised production 
quotas by 206,000 bpd.

AFP | Vienna, Austria

Th e  O P E C +  o i l  c a r t e l 
agreed yesterday to again 

increase oil production quotas, 
while warning that repairing 
energy facilities, such as those 
damaged in the Middle East 
war, is “costly and takes a long 
time”.

For the second month in a 
row, OPEC+ countries -- which 
include key oil producers Rus-
sia and Saudi Arabia, as well 
as several Gulf countries that 
have been targets of Iranian air-
strikes -- agreed to raise quo-
tas by 206,000 barrels per day 
(bpd) from May.

But OPEC+ warned that dam-

age to energy infrastructure 
increases oil market volatility, 
potentially hitting global sup-
plies well into the future.

Its statement also stressed 
“the critical importance of safe-
guarding international maritime 
routes to ensure the uninter-
rupted flow of energy”.

Before the war, about a fifth of 

global oil and liquefied natural 
gas (LNG) passed through the 
Strait of Hormuz.

Ukraine has also been striking 
Russian oil industry facilities 
as it seeks to fight back against 
Moscow’s ongoing invasion.

Last month, the eight-strong 
V8 (Voluntary Eight) group in 
the OPEC+ cartel also raised pro-
duction quotas by 206,000 bpd.

On Sunday, the V8 said in a 
statement that “any actions un-
dermining energy supply secu-
rity, whether through attacks on 
infrastructure or disruption of 
international maritime routes, 
increase market volatility” and 
make it more difficult for OPEC+ 
to manage global prices.

The eight countries -- Saudi 
Arabia, Russia, Iraq, the Unit-
ed Arab Emirates, Kuwait, Ka-
zakhstan, Algeria and Oman -- 
praised members that managed 
to find alternate exports routes 
to deliver oil, “which have con-
tributed to reducing market 
volatility”.

Source: Bloomberg *As of 04:00 GMT
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Middle East war hits Britain’s fish and chip shops
AFP | London, United Kingdom

Before war erupted in the 
Middle East, fisherman Pe-

ter Bruce spent about £5,000 
($6,600) on diesel to trawl the 
North Sea for haddock and cod, 
the main species used in fish 
and chips.

“Now, the last trip we spent 
about £10,000,” he told AFP, 
despite his crew reducing the 
speed of the boat to save fuel.

Bruce, whose boat, Budding 
Rose, is based in the Scottish 
port of Peterhead, estimates 
the extra costs over a year could 
exceed £100,000.

It was not yet clear whether 
the rise in energy prices would 
have an immediate effect on 
the price of fish, Bruce said. 
But he is worried that the hike 
in fuel prices will hit customer 
demand for the classic British 
meal that was already facing 
challenges on numerous fronts.

Bruce’s catch is sold at auc-
tion in Peterhead before being 
transported around Britain and 
abroad. He fears that customers 
“will stop buying so much fish 
and chips and they’ll stop going 
out for meals so much”.

Classic dish

The classic recipe for fish and 
chips -- white fish deep-fried in 
batter, chips, and mushy peas, 
often with tartare sauce on the 
side -- dates back to the 1860s.

Fish and chip shops usually 

serve nothing else and most are 
take-away. There were around 
10,500 fish and chip shops in the 
UK in 2024 -- roughly the same 
as a decade earlier -- according 
to Seafish, a public body sup-
porting the industry.

This was more than the total 
number of outlets of the nine 
main fastfood dining brands 
-- including KFC, McDonald’s 
and Domino’s Pizza, it boasted.

Easter is a particularly busy 
time for the sector since many 
Britons eat fish on the Good 
Friday holiday.

Andrew Crook, who owns a 
fish and chip shop in Lanca-
shire, northwestern England, 
told AFP the number of custom-
ers can more than double on 
Good Fridays.

Nonetheless, “we’re definite-
ly under pressure,” said Crook, 
president of the National Feder-
ation of Fish Fryers.

He blamed several factors.

“We’ve got extremely high 
fish prices, we’ve got energy 
prices; wages go up continual-
ly,” he lamented.

The war in the Middle East, 
now in its second month, caused 
a record monthly rise in petrol 
and diesel prices in the United 
Kingdom in March was caused 
by the conflict, according to 
data from the Royal Automo-
bile Club (RAC), a British auto 
services company.

But there are other difficul-
ties.

Oil, fertiliser... 
Stricter fishing rules to con-

serve species, as well as the war 
in Ukraine -- Russia previously 
supplied 30 to 40 percent of the 
country’s fish -- had weakened 
the sector in Britain already, 
says Crook, and forced it to raise 
prices.

Another concern is the soar-
ing price of fertilisers and its 

impact on production of po-
tatoes and oil seeds. Some 30 
percent of the world’s fertiliser 
normally passes through the 
Strait of Hormuz, which is now 
almost closed.

Back in 2022, small busi-
nesses were worried about a 
shortage of sunflower oil, since 
Ukraine was the world’s lead-
ing exporter of the seeds; now, 
they are increasingly concerned 
about the energy cost of heating 
their cooking oils.

Crook, who sells fish and 
chips for £11.45 ($15) per por-
tion, said businesses are looking 
at options to avoid putting up 
prices, such as choosing less 
costly fish species like pollack 
from North America and South 
African hake, and reducing por-
tions.

“We do try to cushion con-
sumers,” he said, adding that he 
does not want to raise his prices 
for now.

Representative image. Courtesy of Wikipedia

Tender Board Oversaw 
BD1.69bn in Deals in 2025
Mohammed Darwish
TDT | Manama

The Bahrain Tender Board 
oversaw BD1.69 billion 

worth of government tenders 
and auctions in 2025 across 
1,930 transactions. Savings on 
tender allocations reached 
BD165 million and contracts 
worth BD52.3 million went to 
small and medium-sized firms.

Its 2025 annual operations 
report said the total covered 
awards, extensions, change or-
ders and renewals, showing the 
scale of state purchasing and 
the flow of public and devel-
opment works during the year. 
The board said 790 tenders and 
auctions were put on the mar-
ket in 2025 and drew 4,258 bids 
from suppliers and contractors. 
It also dealt with 290 requests 
for review and complaints.

Registered suppliers and 
contractors rose to 13,952 by 
year-end, comprising 10,466 
local firms and 3,486 overseas 
ones. The report put the rise in 
registrations at 11pc.

The board said savings of 
BD165 million were made on 
funds earmarked for tenders. It 
linked these savings to stronger 
competition and the use of its 
electronic tendering system, 
which helped award work to 
the best offers in price and 

quality.
More than 575,000 electron-

ic notices were sent to suppli-
ers and contractors during the 
year. The board also widened 
sector classifications from 
three to 16, which the report 
said helped improve targeting 
and contact with firms.

Regarding handling speed, 
85pc of requests were complet-
ed within seven days or less, 
while 96pc were dealt with 
within 14 days or less. Tender 
participation also rose by 4.6pc 
after the board widened its out-
reach tools and held aware-
ness workshops aimed at lifting 
competition and improving the 
standard of bids. Small and me-
dium-sized firms won 247 ten-
ders and auctions with a total 
value of BD52.3 million. The 
report said that made up 9.5pc 
of all awards after tenders of a 
special nature were excluded.
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Deal with Iran 
on Monday!
US President Donald Trump said he believes there is a “good chance” of 
making a deal with Iran today, ahead of his deadline for Tehran to reo-

pen the Strait of Hormuz or face heavy bombing. “I think there is a good 
chance tomorrow, they are negotiating now,” the president told a Fox News 

journalist. “If they don’t make a deal and fast, I’m considering blowing 
everything up and taking over the oil,” he added.

Gloomy Easter Sunday

The war has cast a pall over 
Easter Sunday celebra-

tions for Cristian minorities in 
Lebanon and across the region.

In the usually lively alley-
ways of Jerusalem’s Old City, 
silence reigned on Sunday.

As a security precaution, Is-
raeli authorities have restrict-
ed access to the Holy Sepul-
chre, where the faithful com-
memorate Christ’s crucifixion 
and resurrection.

“It’s very hard for all of us 

because it’s our holiday... It’s 
really hard to want to pray but 
to come here and find noth-
ing. Everything is closed,” said 
Christina Toderas, 44, from 
Romania.

In his Easter blessing at the 
Vatican, Pope Leo XIV urged 
“those who have the power 
to unleash wars” to “choose 
peace” instead and criticised 
global indifference to “the 
deaths of thousands of peo-
ple”.

Lebanese Maronite Christian worshippers pray during the Easter Sunday 
service at the Saint Antoine Church in Beirut

UAE says Iran strategy will boost 
Israeli influence in the Gulf

UAE says 'will join any' US-led effort to open Hormuz

Iran airport hit 
A US-Israeli airstrike hit the 

Qasem Soleimani interna-
tional airport in southwestern 
Iran, state media reported.

Trump appears to extend Iran 
deadline in cryptic post

US President  Donald 
Trump on Sunday ap-

peared to extend his deadline 
for Iran to make a deal to 
reopen the Strait of Hormuz 
or face devastating bombard-
ment, posting a message stat-
ing simply: “Tuesday, 8:00 

P.M. Eastern Time!”
The new deadline, 0000 

GMT Wednesday, would push 
back his ultimatum on Teh-
ran by one day, after which 
Trump has vowed to destroy 
the country’s power plants 
and bridges.

Pope urges peace
Pope Leo XIV urged "those 

who have the power to un-
leash wars" to "choose peace", 
in his first Easter blessing as 
pontiff.

"We are growing accus-

tomed to violence, resigning 
ourselves to it, and becoming 
indifferent. Indifferent to the 
deaths of thousands of people," 
he told a crowd in St Peter's 
Square.

 Israeli strike kills family 
An Israeli strike in south-

ern Lebanon killed sev-
en people including a family 
of six, a source from the Leb-
anese civil defence told AFP.

The family had been wait-

ing for a relative to pick 
them up in Kfar Hatta, a 
town around 70 kilometres 
(45 miles) from the border 
that Israel had ordered to be 
evacuated.

A Patriot missile battery is seen near Prince Sultan air base at Al-Kharj

US President delivers 
fiery Easter message
AFP | Washington, United States

US President Donald Trump 
did not take a break from 

his polarizing rhetoric on East-
er Sunday, delivering an exple-
tive-laden attack on Iran that 
sparked criticism on Capitol Hill 
and beyond.

"Open the Strait, or you'll be 
living in Hell - JUST WATCH!" 
the president wrote just after 
8:00 am, renewing his threat 
to unleash heavy bombing 
on Iranian power plants and 
bridges if Tehran refused to 
unblock the strategic Strait of  
Hormuz.

While the Republican pres-
ident is well known for his 
straight talk, the post on his 
Truth Social network raised 
eyebrows, especially on a Chris-
tian holiday. “Happy East-

er, America. As you head off 
to church and celebrate with 
friends and family, the Pres-
ident of the United States is 
ranting like an unhinged mad-
man on social media,” Demo-
cratic Senate Minority Lead-
er Chuck Schumer said on  
X.

Marjorie Taylor Greene, the 
former congresswoman who 
was once a staunch Trump 
backer but now a fervent critic, 
slammed his message, especial-
ly on Easter Sunday. 

“Everyone in his administra-
tion that claims to be a Chris-
tian needs to fall on their knees 
and beg forgiveness from God 
and stop worshipping the Pres-
ident and intervene in Trump’s 
madness,” Greene said in a 
 post on X.

Sources: AFP bureaus, Lebanese military source, Israeli army

Israeli o�ensive in southern Lebanon
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IN 

HISTORY
Battle of Thapsus: Julius Caesar defeats 
Caecilius Metellus Scipio and Marcus 
Porcius Cato (Cato the Younger) near 
Thapsus in modern-day Tunisia

Turkish forces under Sultan Me-
hmed II begin the siege of the Byzan-
tine Empire’s capital, Constantinople 
(now Istanbul), which falls on May 29

Cape Colony, the first Europe-
an settlement in South Africa, is 
established by the Dutch East India 
Company under Jan van Riebeeck

The United States 
declares war on Germany 

and enters World War I 
on the side of the Allies
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In the light of #Easter, 
let us allow ourselves 

to be amazed by Christ!  
Let us allow our hearts 
to be transformed by his 
immense love for us!  Let 
those who have weapons 
lay them down!  Let those 
who have the power to un-
leash wars choose peace!  
Not a peace imposed by 
force, but through dia-
logue!  Not with the de-
sire to dominate others, 
but to encounter them!

@Pontifex

Greetings on Easter. 
This sacred day cele-

brates hope and renewal. 
May it bring peace, joy 
and brightness to every-
one’s lives. May the teach-
ings of Jesus Christ in-
spire all to be kind and 
strengthen the spirit of 
togetherness in society.

@narendramodi

I join the @iaeaorg in 
raising the alarm again 

over the safety of nu-
clear facilities in #Iran.
The latest incident in-
volving the Bushehr 
nuclear power plant is a 
stark reminder: a strike 
could trigger a nuclear 
accident, with health 
impacts that would dev-
astate generations. With 
every passing day of this 
escalating conflict, the 
stakes and threats are 
raised higher and high-
er. We must de-escalate 
now. Peace is the best 
medicine.

@DrTedros

 Disclaimer: (Views expressed 
by columnists are personal and 
need not necessarily reflect our 

editorial stance)

02Trump tells Fox News 
‘good chance’ 

Iran internet blackout is longest nationwide 
shutdown on record: NetBlocks

AFP | Paris, France

Iran’s internet blackout, 
which was imposed soon 

after the US and Israel at-
tacked the country on Feb-
ruary 28, is now the longest 
nationwide shutdown on re-
cord, according to the monitor  
NetBlocks.

“Iran’s internet blackout is 
now the longest nation-scale 

internet shutdown on record in 
any country, exceeding all other 
comparable incidents in sever-
ity having entered its 37th con-
secutive day after 864 hours,” 
NetBlocks said in a tweet.

In another tweet, the moni-
tor noted some countries had 
experienced intermittent or 
regional-level shutdowns over 
longer periods, while North 
Korea had never been con-

nected to the global internet  
at all.

“We constantly find ourselves 
searching for ways to recon-
nect, just to be able to hear 
reliable news,” a 47-year-old 
woman in the central city of 
Isfahan told AFP Saturday.

“Being without internet feels 
like being without oxygen to 
me. I feel trapped and suffo-
cated,” a 53-year-old man in 

Tehran said.
To connect to the interna-

tional internet for news or 
banned social media networks 
such as Instagram, some are 
managing to use virtual private 
networks (VPNs) to disguise 
their origins in rare moments 
when network is available.

Iranians suspected of us-
ing VPNs since the war began 
have received text messag-

es warning them of arrest or  
imprisonment.

Far more limited numbers of 
people have access to Starlink 
or other satellite-based inter-
net providers, which are also 
banned. Iranians were previ-
ously placed under an 18-day 
internet blackout in January 
amid anti-government protests 
during which thousands were 
killed.

Israel army says residential building in Haifa area hit by direct missile after Iran fire

China FM tells Russia’s 
Lavrov willing to work to 
‘de-escalate’ Mideast war
AFP | Beijing, China

China’s top diplomat told 
his Russian counterpart 

on Sunday that he is willing to 
work together to “de-escalate” 
the war in the Middle East, 
Beijing’s state media reported.

Wang Yi told Russian For-
eign Minister Sergei Lavrov in 
a phone call that “China and 
Russia should uphold fairness 
on major issues of principle”, 
state news agency Xinhua said, 
noting that the call came at 
Lavrov’s request.

Wang said that “the 
situation in the Middle 
East is still deterio-
rating and fighting is 
escalating”, Xinhua 
reported.

He also re-
i t e r -
a t e d 

China’s call for an “immedi-
ate ceasefire” to the fighting 
triggered by US-Israeli strikes 
against Iran that began on Feb-
ruary 28.

“China is willing to continue 
cooperating with Russia in the 
UN Security Council, commu-
nicating promptly on major 
issues and making efforts to 
de-escalate the situation and 
maintain regional peace and 
stability and global security,” 
Xinhua quoted Wang as say-
ing.

Beijing and Moscow 
are close econom-

ic and political 
partners, and the 
relationship has 
deepened further 
s i n c e  Ru s s i a ’s 
2022 invasion of 

Ukraine.

Ukraine attacks oil 
pipeline in Russia

AFP | Moscow, Russia

A Ukrainian drone attacked 
an oil pipeline near the key 

Russian Baltic port of Primorsk 
early yesterday with Russia ac-
knowledging an oil spill but 
insisting there was no damage.

Ukraine confirmed it staged 
the latest strike on the port, 
near the border with Finland, 
that plays an important role in 
Russia’s oil exports.

Russian air defences shot 
down 19 drones in the Lenin-
grad region and debris from 
one “damaged a section of the 
oil pipeline near the port of 
Primorsk, and the pipeline is 
being safely burned out,” re-
gional governor Alexander 
Drozdenko initially said on  
Telegram.

But two hours later, he wrote: 
“According to updated informa-

tion, the oil pipeline in the area 
of the port of Primorsk was not 
damaged.”

“The fuel leak occurred due 
to a shrapnel hit on one of the 
fuel tanks. The consequences 
have already been dealt with,” 
he added. No casualties were 
reported.

Ukraine’s drone forces com-
mander Robert Brovdi said that 
the country’s “unmanned sys-
tems forces once again struck 
the Transneft Primorsk port 
and paid a gracious visit to Lu-
koil in Kstovo,” referring to a 
refinery of Russia’s second-big-
gest oil firm in another region.

Representative image

Israel renews Lebanon strikes, forces Syria border crossing closed
AFP | Beirut, Lebanon

Israeli strikes on south Bei-
rut and its suburbs killed at 

least four people on Sunday, a 
day after Israel threatened to hit 
Lebanon's main border crossing 
with Syria, forcing it to close.

The Israeli military also car-
ried out deadly attacks on Leb-
anon's south, one of which killed 
seven people including a family 
of six.

Israel has launched airstrikes 
across Lebanon as well as a 
ground invasion in the south 
since March 2, when armed 

group Hezbollah entered the 
war in the Middle East on the 
side of its backer Iran.

One of Israel's strikes in Beirut 
on Sunday killed at least four 
people and wounded 39 in the 
Jnah neighbourhood, the Leba-
nese health ministry said.

It landed about 100 metres 
away from the Rafik Hariri Uni-
versity Hospital, the largest pub-
lic medical facility in Lebanon, a 
medical source told AFP.

Another attack struck a build-
ing elsewhere in the area that 
the Israeli military had warned 
it would target.

After the first attack, 53-year-
old Jnah resident Nancy Has-
san thought she was safe at  
home.

"Shortly after, the planes were 
flying overhead, and we heard a 
huge bang, then stones rained 
down on us," she told AFP.

Hassan lost her daughter in an 
Israeli strike on the same area 
during the 2024 war between 
Hezbollah and Israel.

"My daughter was killed, she 
was 23 years old. Today, her 
friends were killed. Every time, 
they bomb us in the neighbour-

hood without warning," she 
added. Zakaria Tawbeh, deputy 
head of the Rafik Hariri hospital, 
said they received "four killed, 
three Sudanese and a 15-year old 
girl, and 31 wounded".

"Lots of glass was broken, and 
some of our patients had panic 
attacks."

Israel also launched several 
strikes on the nearby southern 
suburbs, an area now largely 
evacuated but where Hezbollah 
holds sway.

In a statement, the military 
warned it had "begun striking 
Hezbollah infrastructure sites".

Hezbollah yesterday claimed to 
have fired a cruise missile at an 

Israeli warship off the coast, but the 
Israeli military told AFP it was “not 

aware” of such an incident.
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Daring Search and Rescue 
Operations in US History: Trump

US commandos went deep into Iran to rescue downed airman

• Washington has 
not confirmed the 
details of how the 
fighter went down

• Navy SEAL Team 
6 commandos were 
tasked with extracting 
the airman

• The unidentified 
airman was equipped 
with a pistol, a 
beacon and a secure 
communications device

AFP | Washington, United States

American commandos 
deployed deep 
into Iranian 

territory to rescue 
a downed airman, US 
news outlets report-
ed yesterday, hours after 
President Donald Trump an-
nounced that the crew member 
had been recovered "safe and 
sound."

Tehran said this week 
it had shot down an 
F-15 warplane, 
the first US 
fighter jet 
to go down i n s i d e 
Iran since the start of the war. 
Washington has not confirmed 
the details of how the fighter 
went down.

Trump said early Sunday that 
the US military had "pulled off 
one of the most daring Search 
and Rescue Operations in U.S. 
History, for one of our incredible 

Crew Member Officers, who 
also happens to be a highly re-
spected Colonel, and who I am 
thrilled to let you know is now 
SAFE and SOUND!"

In a subsequent post, Trump 
described the rescue mission -- 
as well as another operation to 
pick up the pilot -- as "an AMAZ-

ING show of bravery and talent 
by all!"

"I will be having a News Con-
ference, with the Military, at the 
Oval Office, on Monday, at 1:00 
P.M. (1700 GMT)," he added.

Navy SEAL Team 6 comman-
dos were tasked with extract-
ing the airman, while US attack 

aircraft dropped bombs and 
opened fire on Iranian convoys 
to keep them away, The New 
York Times reported, citing an 
unidentified official.

Though wounded, the airman, 
a weapon systems officer, could 
still walk, evading capture in the 
mountains for more than a day, 
according to news outlet Axios, 
which cited a US official.

The unidentified airman was 
equipped with a pistol, a bea-
con and a secure communica-

tions device to coordinate with 
rescuers, The New York Times 
reported.

American commandos con-
verging on the officer fired their 
weapons to keep Iranian forces 
away from the rescue site, the 
Times said.

Trump wrote on his Truth 
Social platform that he had di-
rected the US military to send 
"dozens of aircraft, armed with 
the most lethal weapons in the 
World, to retrieve" him.

"He sustained injuries, but he 
will be just fine," Trump wrote.

His second post however said 
the airman had been "seriously 
wounded," without elaborating.

Complex operation
Two of the planes meant to 

transport the airman and his 
rescuers to safety were stuck in 
a remote base in Iran and had 
to be destroyed to prevent them 
from falling into Iranian hands, 
The New York Times and CBS 
reported.

US forces then used three oth-
er transport planes to carry the 
airman and his rescuers out of 
Iran.The Iranian military said 
on Sunday the US operation to 
rescue the airman had used an 
abandoned airport in southern 
Isfahan province.

Ebrahim Zolfaghari, spokes-
man for  the Iranian mil-
i tary 's  central  command, 
also said two US "C-130 mili-
tary transport planes and two 
Black Hawk helicopters were  
destroyed."

The CIA reportedly launched 
a deception campaign to spread 
word inside Iran that US forces 
were moving the airman out of 
the country on the ground.

In his initial post, Trump con-
firmed the "successful rescue of 
another brave Pilot, yesterday," 
adding it was not disclosed to 
avoid jeopardizing the second 
rescue mission.

"This is the first time in mili-
tary memory that two U.S. Pilots 
have been rescued, separately, 
deep in Enemy Territory," he 
wrote, adding that both opera-
tions were concluded "without a 
SINGLE American killed, or even 
wounded."

Iran’s Revolutionary Guard Corps (IRGC) official website Sepah News 
reportedly shows the wreckage and remains of targeted and crashed aircraft in 
central Iran

The F-15 has an extraor-
dinary combat record with 
100+ aerial victories and 
zero losses in dogfights (as 
of publicly known data). 
Most of these wins were by 
the Israeli Air Force.

Apart  f rom 
the US, countries 
like Israel, Ja-
pan, Saudi Ara-
bia, and South 
Korea operate 
F-15 variants.

It can carry over 
7,000 kg of weapons, 
including missiles and 
bombs, making some 
versions ( like the 
Strike Eagle) both a 
fighter and a bomber.

First flown in 1972, it 
remains in active use with 

upgrades, proving how 
advanced its original design 

was.

In 1983, an Israeli F-15 
landed safely after los-
ing almost an entire wing 
mid-air—an incredible ex-
ample of its structural 
strength and pilot con-
trol.

Still in service after 
50 years
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Top speed
F-15 can reach 
speeds of over 
Mach 2.5 (more 
than 3,000 
km/h).

Bangladesh says suspected measles 
outbreak kills about 100 children
AFP | Dhaka, Bangladesh

Bangladesh said it suspect-
ed measles killed at least 

98 children in the past three 
weeks, official data showed 
Sunday, with Dhaka ramping 
up vaccination efforts in the 
worst-affected areas.

Last week, Prime Minister 
Tarique Rahman directed two 
senior ministers to travel across 
the South Asian nation of 170 
million people in an effort to 
assess the scale of the crisis to 
help coordinate a response.

Health ministry data released 
on Sunday showed that chil-
dren aged between six months 
and five years old with suspect-
ed measles symptoms soared 
to 6,476.

“Compared with past years, 
the number of affected children 

is higher, and the death toll is 
higher too,” Halimur Rashid, 
director at the Communicable 
Disease Control, told AFP refer-
ring to the number in suspected 
cases.

The largest number of sus-
pected cases on record was in 
2005 at 25,934, according to 
World Health Organization 
(WHO) data, though that num-

ber had significantly declined 
until this year.

Rashid attributed the poten-
tial outbreak to “multifactorial 
causes, including a shortage of 
vaccines”.

Confirmed numbers of mea-
sles cases among the demo-
graphic stand at 826, with only 
16 deaths, with experts saying 
in many cases, testing is either 
not done or patients die before 
testing can be done.

Measles is one of the world’s 
most contagious diseases, ac-
cording to the WHO, and is 
transmitted when a person 
coughs or sneezes.

While the disease can affect 
a person of any age, it is most 
common among children and 
can cause complications, in-
cluding brain swelling and se-
vere breathing problems.

Representative picture. (Courtesy  of 
TRT World)

Eight Israelis held after 
assault on Palestinian village
AFP | Jerusalem, Undefined

Israeli police said yesterday 
eight suspects were arrested 

after an overnight attack by Is-
raeli civilians on a Palestinian 
village in the occupied West 
Bank.

“Last night, forces... were 
called to the village of Qusra in 
Samaria following a report of an 
assault and arson of property by 
Israeli civilians,” a police state-
ment said, using a Biblical term 
for the northern West Bank.

“During searches, eight sus-
pects were arrested by the forc-
es on suspicion of being in a 
closed military zone and of in-
volvement in the incident, and 
were taken in for questioning.”

The suspects were aged 

between 18 and 48, and dur-
ing their searches the po-
lice also found an M-16 as-
sault  r i f le  issued by the  
army.

The Palestinian official news 
agency WAFA, citing local sourc-
es, reported that the assault had 
been carried out by Israeli set-
tlers.

WAFA said they had operated 
“under the protection of Israe-
li forces” and “set fire to two 
poultry farming structures”.

A 32-year old Palestinian man 
was assaulted, and rescuers said 
he had “sustained a deep head 
wound”.

The news agency said the set-
tlers had tried earlier on Satur-
day evening to attack homes in 
the village, but residents con-

fronted them.
Qusra, located between Na-

blus and Ramallah, on March 
14 witnessed a deadly attack 
by settlers who gunned down 
a local resident and wounded 
two more, Palestinian officials  
said.

Violence in the West Bank, 
which Israel has occupied since 
1967, has risen sharply since the 
October 7, 2023 Hamas attack 
on Israel triggered the Gaza 
war.

There has also been a spike 
in deadly attacks by Israeli set-
tlers in the West Bank since the 
start of the Iran war, Palestinian 
authorities and the United Na-
tions have said, with at least six 
Palestinians killed since March 
1.
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In 2019, Prince Andrew 
stepped back from 
public royal duties 

following a widely crit-
icised interview with 
the BBC regarding his 

links to Jeffrey Epstein.

KNOW
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British royals attend Easter 
service without Andrew

Charles  is to make a state visit to the United States later this month

• The family appeared 
together in public for 
the first time since the 
former Prince Andrew 
was arrested in February

AFP | London, United Kingdom

The British royal family 
yesterday attended a tra-
ditional Easter service at 

Windsor, making a show of fam-
ily unity in their first appearance 
together since the arrest of the 
former Prince Andrew, whose 
family did not attend.

On a sunny morning, King 
Charles III and his wife Camilla 
arrived at St George’s Chapel 
within the grounds of Windsor 
Castle, west of London, with 
a group of other royals that 
the BBC described as “slightly 
slimmed down”.

The family appeared together 
in public for the first time since 
the former Prince Andrew was 
arrested in February following 
revelations in the released mes-

sages of US sex offender Jeffrey 
Epstein.

Charles, 77, is to make a state 
visit to the United States later 

this month, his first as monarch.
Prince William and his wife 

Catherine, the Princess of Wales, 
wearing a beige suit and hat, 
attended the service with their 
three children. The family 
smiled and waved at wellwish-
ers as they entered the chapel.

Catherine attended the Mat-
ins service for the first time in 
three years. She was absent in 
2024 as she underwent can-
cer treatment and her family 
opted not to attend last year’s  
event.

Also present were Charles’ 
brother, Prince Edward and his 
son and Charles’s sister Princess 
Anne with her husband.

The Epstein files have ex-
posed the convicted financier’s 
longstanding ties with Andrew 
and his ex-wife Sarah Ferguson, 
who has also been stripped of 
her Duchess of York title.

Neither attended this year’s 
Easter service, while Andrew 
and Ferguson, who lived togeth-
er until recently despite being 
divorced, made a surprise ap-
pearance at last year’s event.

Their daughters, Eugenie and 
Beatrice, said ahead of the ser-
vice that they had made alter-

native plans, although a royal 
source told AFP that they would 
be seen at future family cele-
brations.

Eugenie and Beatrice, who re-
tain their princess titles, attend-
ed a Christmas church service 
last year without their parents.

Prince Edward went to see his 
isolated brother at Sandringham 
estate in eastern England this 
week, becoming the first royal 
to visit Andrew in two months, 
The Sun tabloid reported.

(L-R) Dean of Windsor, Christopher Cocksworth, Vice Admiral Timothy Laurence, Britain’s Prince William, Prince of Wales, 
Britain’s Prince George of Wales, Britain’s Princess Charlotte of Wales, Britain’s Prince Louis of Wales and Britain’s Catherine, 
Princess of Wales leave St George’s Chapel, in Windsor, west of London, after attending the Easter Matins Service

Artemis astronauts glimpse Moon’s ‘Grand Canyon’ ahead of historic lunar flyby
AFP | Houston, United States

The Artemis astronauts have 
taken in sights of the Moon 

never before seen by human 
eyes, crew members reported 
on Sunday as their spacecraft 
crossed the two-thirds mark on 
their journey to a long-antici-
pated lunar flyby.

As the astronauts went to bed 
in the early hours of Sunday, 
closing out the fourth day of 
their 10-day mission, they were 
nearly 200,000 miles (321,869 
kilometers) from Earth and 
82,000 miles from the Moon, 
according to NASA’s online 
dashboard.

The US space agency pub-
lished on Sunday an image tak-
en by the Artemis crew, show-
ing a distant Moon with the 
Orientale basin visible.

“This mission marks the first 
time the entire basin has been 
seen with human eyes,” NASA 
said. The massive crater, which 
resembles a bullseye, had been 
photographed before by orbit-
ing cameras.

Speaking to Canadian chil-
dren live from space, astronaut 
Christina Koch said the crew 
was most excited to see the ba-
sin -- sometimes known as the 
Moon’s “Grand Canyon.”

“It’s very distinctive and no 
human eyes previously had 
seen this crater until today, re-
ally, when we were privileged 
enough to see it,” Koch said dur-
ing the question-and-answer 
session hosted by the Canadian 
Space Agency.

The next major milestone is 
expected overnight Sunday into 
Monday, at which point the as-
tronauts will enter the “lunar 

sphere of influence,” where the 
Moon’s gravity will have strong-
er pull on the spacecraft than 
Earth’s.

If all proceeds smoothly, as 
the Orion spacecraft whips 
around the Moon the astronauts 
-- Americans Koch, Reid Wise-
man and Victor Glover along 
with Canadian Jeremy Hansen 
-- could set a record by ventur-
ing farther from Earth than any 
human before.

Flyby plans reviewed
NASA said the Artemis crew 

has completed a manual pi-
loting demonstration and re-
viewed their lunar flyby plan, 
including reviewing the surface 
features they must analyze and 

photograph during their time 
circling the Moon.

Earlier, the astronauts kicked 
off their day with a meal that 
included scrambled eggs and 
coffee, NASA said, and had wok-
en up to the tune of Chappell 
Roan’s pop smash “Pink Pony 
Club.”

“Morale is high on board,” 
commander Reid Wiseman 
told Houston’s Mission Control 
center as the space crew’s work 
day began.

The father of two girls was in 
high spirits in part because he 
had the chance to speak with his 
daughters from space.

“We’re up here, we’re so far 
away, and for a moment, I was 
reunited with my little family,” 

he 

told 
a live 
p r e s s 
confer-
ence.  “It 
was just the 
greatest moment 
of my entire life.”

It’s a feat Wiseman has 
dubbed “Herculean” and which 
humanity has not accomplished 
in more than half-a-century.

The astronauts have had geol-
ogy training in order to be able 
to photograph and describe lu-
nar features, including ancient 
lava flows and impact craters.

They’ll see the Moon from a 
unique vantage point compared 
with the Apollo missions of the 
1960s and 70s.

Apollo flights flew some 70 
miles above the lunar surface, 
but the Artemis 2 crew will be 
just over 4,000 miles at their 

closest 
approach, 

which will allow 
them to see the complete, cir-
cular surface of the Moon, in-
cluding regions near both poles.

Never before seen
The Artemis 2 astronauts 

have already seen brand-new 
perspectives.

“Last night, we did have our 
first view of the moon far side, 
and it was just absolutely spec-
tacular,” Koch, the mission spe-
cialist, said during a live inter-
view from space.

John Honeycutt, manager of 
NASA’s Space Launch System 
program, shared at a briefing 
Saturday a new image transmit-
ted by the astronauts.

“On the far left, you can see 
features of the Moon that have 
never been seen by human 
eyes until yesterday,” Honey-
cutt said, explaining that only 
robotic imagers had previously 
“seen” that region.

The Artemis 2 crew has been 
busy taking photographs in-

cluding with smartphones, 
devices NASA recently ap-
proved to take aboard 
spaceflights.

The space agency had 
previously released im-
ages from Orion that in-
cluded a full portrait of 
Earth, featuring its deep 
blue oceans and billowing 

clouds.
The Artemis 2 mission is 

part of a longer-term plan to 
repeatedly return to the Moon, 

with the goal of establishing a 
permanent lunar base that will 
offer a platform for further ex-
ploration.

It ’s a highly anticipated 
journey that demands exact-
ing precision -- but there’s still 
room for the astronauts to live 
out their childhood dreams of 
spaceflight.

“It just makes me feel like a 
little kid,” said Hansen recently, 
describing the joy of floating.

NASA’s commander Reid Wiseman, Canadian Space Agency’s mission specialist Jeremy 
Hansen and NASA’s mission specialist Christina Koch during a brief demonstration of 
the food they eat in space to respond a question during a “VIP call” with Canadian 
children inside the Orion spacecraft while on their way to the Moon

This handout picture by an Artemis II 
crew member provided by NASA shows 
Artemis II mission specialist Christina 
Koch looking back at earth through the 
window of the Orion spacecraft
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Saudi-Italian Talks Focus on 
Stability, Trade, and Energy 
Markets

Saudi Arabia’s Crown Prince 
and Prime Minister, Mo-
hammed bin Salman, held 

talks on Friday in Jeddah with 
Italian Prime Minister Giorgia 
Meloni, focusing on strength-
ening bilateral relations and ex-
panding cooperation between 
the two countries.

During the meeting, both 
sides reviewed areas of mutual 
interest and discussed oppor-
tunities to deepen economic,  
political, and strategic ties.

The discussions also ad-
dressed recent regional devel-
opments and the consequences 
of ongoing military escalation, 
particularly its effects on inter-
national shipping routes, global 
energy security, and the wider 
world economy.

Both leaders emphasized the 
importance of continued co-
ordination and joint efforts to 
reinforce regional stability and 
security amid rising geopolitical 
tensions.

Dubai’s real estate market 
kicked off 2026 with a 
powerful surge in activ-

ity, recording 47,996 property 
transactions worth AED 176.7 
billion in the first quarter of 
the year.

According to analysis by fäm 
Properties, the market saw a 
5.5% year-on-year rise in trans-
action volume and a 23.4% jump 
in total value, reflecting sus-
tained momentum across both 
off-plan and ready property 
segments.

Off-plan properties contin-
ued to dominate the market, 
accounting for around 70% 
of total sales volume and 71% 
of value, driven by ongoing 
launches from major devel-
opers. In March alone, the 
segment recorded more than 
10,300 deals worth AED 31.2 

billion.
Apartments led overall ac-

tivity with 36,428 sales worth 
AED 75.2 billion, while villa 
transactions also posted strong 
growth, rising 17.9% year-on-
year in volume. Commercial 
real estate emerged as a stand-

out performer, surging 69.1% in 
value to AED 10.2 billion.

Plots and mortgage activity 
also recorded gains, with mort-
gage transactions rising 7.5% to 
11,829 deals and total mortgage 
value climbing sharply to AED 
59.8 billion.

UN, GCC Discuss Rising Gulf Tensions in New York

The Secretary-General 
of the Gulf Coopera-
tion Council, Jassim 

Mohammed Al-Budaiwi, 
held talks with the Secre-
tary-General of the United 
Nations, António Guterres, in 
New York, focusing on recent 
Iranian attacks targeting

member states of the Gulf 
bloc and the escalating se-
curity situation in the re-

gion.
During the meeting, both 

sides discussed the implica-
tions of what the GCC de-
scribed as “serious and hos-
tile Iranian attacks” against 
its member states, warning 
that the continued escalation 
poses a direct threat to both 

regional and international 
peace and stability.

Al-Budaiwi expressed 
appreciation for Guterres’ 
supportive stance toward 
GCC countries amid the de-
velopments, stressing that 
Gulf states have consistently 
sought to establish normal 
and stable relations with 
Iran. However, he noted that 
they were “taken by surprise” 
by what he described as re-
peated violations of sover-
eignty and international law.

The two officials empha-
sized the urgent need to 
immediately halt all hostile 
actions and de-escalate ten-
sions across the region.

WHO warns after 
attacks on Kuwait 
desalination 
plants

Tedros Adhanom Ghe-
breyesus, Director-Gen-
eral of the World Health 

Organization, has warned about 
attacks on desalination plants 
in Kuwait, saying they threaten 
essential public services.

He said two facilities were af-
fected, including the West Doha 
plant on 29 March, where one 
worker was killed and infra-
structure was damaged. Water 
supply, however, has not been 
interrupted.

Tedros stressed that desalina-
tion plants are vital for public 
health and urged all parties to 
show restraint and follow in-
ternational humanitarian law.

Dubai sends 22.3 
tonnes of medical 
aid to Gaza 

Under the directives of HH 
Shaikh Mohammed bin Rashid 
Al Maktoum, Dubai Humani-
tarian has transported a vital 
medical aid shipment for the 
World Health Organization 
destined for Gaza.

The shipment includes 22.3 
metric tonnes of essential med-
ical supplies aimed at strength-
ening emergency healthcare 
services and supporting urgent 
medical needs on the ground.

According to officials, the aid 
package is expected to benefit 
approximately 110,000 people, 
addressing critical shortages 
in hospitals and medical facil-
ities facing increasing pressure 
amid the ongoing humanitarian 
situation.

Congo reaffirms support for UAE 
amid regional tensions

Dubai Records Nearly 48,000 
Property Deals

Abu Dhabi hosted high-lev-
el talks as the President of 

the UAE, Mohamed bin Zayed 
Al Nahyan, received the Presi-
dent of the Democratic Repub-
lic of the Congo, Félix Tshise-
kedi, during his working visit 
to the United Arab Emirates.

The meeting highlighted 
growing cooperation between 
the two nations, with both 
leaders reviewing opportu-
nities to deepen ties in trade, 
investment, and development. 
Discussions focused on ad-
vancing collaboration in line 
with the Comprehensive Eco-
nomic Partnership Agreement, 
aimed at supporting mutual 

growth and development 
goals.

Regional and international 
developments were also ad-
dressed, with an emphasis 
on their impact on security 
and stability. President Tsh-
isekedi strongly condemned 
continued attacks targeting 
civilians and infrastructure in 
the UAE and other countries in 
the region, describing them as 
violations of international law 
and sovereignty. He reiterated 
his country’s solidarity with 
the UAE and its support for 
measures taken to safeguard 
national security and protect 
citizens.

Qatar Amir, Italy PM 
Discuss Middle East Crisis

HH the Amir, Shaikh 
Tamim bin Hamad 
Al Thani, held talks 

with Italian Prime Minister 
Giorgia Meloni on Saturday at 
Lusail Palace, focusing on key 
regional and international de-
velopments.At the start of the 
meeting, the Amir welcomed 
the Italian Prime Minister and 
expressed his appreciation for 
Italy’s position, praising the 
strong ties between the two 
friendly nations.

Discussions centered on the 
evolving situation in the Mid-
dle East, where both leaders 

emphasized the urgent need 
to de-escalate tensions. They 
highlighted the importance of 
political dialogue and diplomat-
ic solutions as the most effective 
means to address the ongoing 
crisis and mitigate its impact 
on global energy markets and 
supply chains, while ensuring 
regional energy security.

The meeting also covered 
bilateral relations, with both 
sides exploring opportunities to 
strengthen cooperation across 
multiple sectors, particularly in 
the fields of economy and en-
ergy.

KNOW WHAT

The leaders discussed 
key regional and global 
developments, with a 
focus on the Middle 
East. Both stressed 
the urgent need to 

de-escalate tensions 
through dialogue and 

diplomacy. 

Gaza’s health system is on the 
brink amid the supply blockade
The humanitarian situation 

in Gaza Strip is rapidly de-
teriorating as critical shortag-
es of medical supplies threaten 
thousands of lives, according to 
Médecins Sans Frontières (MSF).

In a statement, MSF warned 
that restrictions imposed by Is-
raeli authorities since early 2026 
have blocked the entry of essen-
tial medical supplies into the en-
clave. These include life-saving 
antibiotics, painkillers, surgical 
tools, and basic wound care ma-
terials.

“Thousands of patients are 
at risk as vital medicines and 

equipment remain unavailable,” 
MSF said, highlighting the grow-
ing strain on an already fragile 
healthcare system.

Access
The organization also noted 

that international medical teams 
have been denied access to Gaza, 
further compounding the crisis 
as casualties continue to rise 
amid ongoing escalation.

MSF pointed to restrictions at 
key border crossings, including 
Kerem Shalom Crossing, which 
have disrupted the flow of hu-
manitarian aid and delayed ur-

gent treatment for critically ill 
patients.

“The continuation of these 
restrictions could lead to a com-
plete collapse of healthcare ser-
vices,” the organization warned.

Meanwhile, World Health Or-
ganization confirmed that no 
medical supplies or medicines 
have been allowed into Gaza, 
reinforcing concerns over the 
worsening crisis.Medical personnel to the rescue

International medical teams 
have been denied access to 

Gaza, further compounding the 
crisis as casualties continue to 
rise amid ongoing escalation.

KNOW WHAT

Saudi Arabia Condemns Attack on 
UAE Embassy in Damascus
Saudi Arabia strongly con-

demned acts of rioting, as-
sault, and attempted vandalism 
targeting the Embassy of the 
United Arab Emirates and the 
residence of its head of mission 
in Damascus.

In an official statement, the 
Ministry of Foreign Affairs de-
nounced unacceptable attacks, 
including offenses directed at 
the UAE’s national symbols in 
Syria.

The Kingdom reaffirmed its 
firm rejection of such actions, 
stressing that violence against 
diplomatic personnel and mis-
sions is a clear violation of in-
ternational norms.

Saudi Arabia further under-
scored the importance of ensur-
ing full protection for diplomats 

and diplomatic premises, in line 
with established international 
laws and conventions.

Zelensky, Syrian Leader Hold 
First Talks in Damascus
Ukrainian President Vo-

lodymyr Zelensky held 
landmark talks in Damascus 
with Syrian President Ahmed 
al-Sharaa yesterday, focusing 
on security cooperation and re-
gional stability amid escalating 
tensions linked to the Iran war.

The visit marks Zelensky’s 
first trip to Syria since diplo-
matic relations were restored 
following the fall of former 
leader Bashar al-Assad, signa-
ling a reset in ties between the 
two nations.

Positioning Ukraine as a 
strategic partner in the region, 
Zelensky highlighted Kyiv’s 
readiness to share its battle-
field experience, particularly 
in countering drone and missile 
threats developed during its 
prolonged war with Russia.

Security
“We see strong potential to 

work together on security and 
development,” Zelensky said, 
noting mutual interest in ex-
changing military expertise.

Security cooperation fea-

tured prominently in the dis-
cussions, with Syria seeking 
to strengthen its defense capa-
bilities at a time of heightened 
regional uncertainty. Ukraine’s 
expertise in modern warfare is 
increasingly presented as a val-
uable asset for countries facing 
evolving security threats.

In addition to defense, talks 

also turned to economic resil-
ience. Zelensky underscored 
Ukraine’s role as a key global 
grain supplier, offering support 
to enhance food security efforts 
across the region.

Both sides explored collab-
oration opportunities to en-
sure stable food supplies and 
strengthen economic ties.

Ukrainian President Volodymyr Zelensky with Syrian President Ahmed al-
Sharaa 

Abu Dhabi launches plan to train 
20,000 emergency responders

The Government of Abu 
Dhabi has unveiled an am-

bitious strategic plan to train 
20,000 frontline personnel 
across key sectors, aiming to 
strengthen the country’s emer-
gency and crisis response ca-
pabilities.

The initiative will cover both 
healthcare and non-healthcare 
workers, including staff from 
healthcare facilities, emergen-
cy medical services, security 
entities, and other critical sec-
tors involved in handling major 
incidents. The training will be 
delivered through a unified, 
integrated, and internationally 
accredited framework to ensure 
consistency and high standards 

across all participating entities.
The announcement was 

made during the opening of 
the National Emergency Re-
sponse Forum “Istijaba,” held 
in Abu Dhabi and organised by 
the UAE National Programme 
for Preparedness and Response 
“Jahezia.” The forum marks the 
launch of a nationwide initiative 
aligned with the strategic plan, 
focusing on enhancing the read-
iness and efficiency of frontline 
responders.

The forum is part of ongoing 
national efforts to establish a 
proactive and comprehensive 
system centered on prepared-
ness and effective response, 
enhancing the UAE’s ability to 

manage various risks and cri-
ses with high efficiency and 
professionalism. The program 
is based on a comprehensive 
training framework that com-
bines theoretical and practical 
components, including training 
programs, simulation exercis-
es, and multi-agency response 
scenarios. It follows a unified 
national methodology that is in-
ternationally accredited and has 
been developed in partnership 
with leading global institutions. 
With an annual budget exceed-
ing AED 100 million, the initia-
tive ensures the sustainability 
of training efforts and the qual-
ification of certified trainers to 
prepare frontline personnel.

Launch of the ambitious strategic plan

Italy backs UAE

During an official reception hosted by HH Shaikh Mohamed bin Zayed Al Nahyan President of the United Arab Emirates, 
Italian Prime Minister Giorgia Meloni reiterated her country’s firm stance against “terrorist attacks” linked to 
Iran. Meloni strongly denounced the assaults, emphasizing that such actions threaten regional stability and violate 
international norms. She stressed that Italy stands firmly with the UAE in all measures it takes to defend itself, 
safeguard its sovereignty, and ensure the safety of its citizens and territory.



Orlando Bloom 
shares glimpse of 

‘love language lately’
Bang Showbiz | Los Angeles

Orlando Bloom has shared 
a glimpse of his “love 

language lately”
The actor, 49, made the 

statement on social media 
after going public with a new 
relationship following his 
split from 40-year-old singer 
Katy Perry.

Orlando confirmed the 
end of his relationship with 
Katy last year, with the pair 
continuing to co-parent their 
daughter Daisy, five.

He is now reported to be 
dating Swiss model Luisa 
Laemmel, 28, after the pair 
were seen together during 
a recent trip to Switzerland.

In a new Instagram post, 
Orlando shared images 
from a snow-filled getaway 
alongside moments with his 
daughter, including a beach 
walk and a clip of Daisy in 
his arms watching the sunset.

The post also featured a 
female hand with red nail 
polish, a photograph of Grape 
Hyacinths, and an image of 
Orlando in a bathtub with his 
back turned.

The trip is under-
stood to have includ-
ed a stay at the The 
Dolder Grand, where 
r o o m s  c a n  r e a c h 
£13,700 per night, dur-
ing a visit linked to a 
promotional event for 
Porsche.

Captioning the post, 
Orlando wrote: 
“Love lan-
guage late-
ly”.

T h e 
i m a g e s 
prompt-
e d  r e -
sponses 
f r o m 
follow-
e r s , 
w i t h 
o n e 
w r i t -
i n g : 
“Looks 
l o v e l y 
o n  a l l 

levels.”
Another said: “Life looks 

amazing in your recovery 
phase”.

A third added: “Oh, Orlan-
do, what a man you are!”

Further comments in-
cluded: “You look stunning-
ly handsome Orlando” and 
“Best place to relax, Swit-
zerland”.

Orlando – who rose to fame 
in epic franchises including 
Pirates of the Caribbean 
– was first linked to Luisa last 
month after being seen leav-
ing the Super Bowl together.

The pair were spotted at 
Levi’s Stadium, where an 
onlooker said they were 
“touchy-feely” during a date 
night.

Luisa, who has modelled 
for Calvin Klein, also shared 
images from the event on her 
social media, showing her in 
white jeans and a tan jacket.

Inside the stadium, Orlan-
do was seen with friends in-
cluding Jamie Foxx.

Meanwhile,  Katy  has 
moved on with Cana-

da’s former prime 
minister Justin 

Trudeau, 54, 
with the pair 

said to have 
begun see-
i n g  e a c h 
other in the 

autumn.
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Bruce Willis filmed Gorillaz video for free
Bang Showbiz | Los Angeles

Bruce Willis refused to take 
a fee for his appearance in 

Gorillaz’s Stylo video.
The Die Hard star made a 

cameo in the promo for the 
band’s 2010 song playing an 
armed thug pursuing the ani-
mated characters through the 
desert in a stylistic car chase 
and Gorillaz illustrator Jamie 
Hewlett has now revealed the 
Hollywood actor worked for 
free so the group left him some 
“nice red wine” in his trailer to 
say thank you.

During an interview with 
Zane Lowe for Apple Music, 
Jamie revealed the only request 
Bruce made was for a helicopter 
ride so he could get back to a 
children’s birthday party after 
the shoot. Jamie said: “Bruce 
was a real sweetheart. He was 

so nice and he didn’t charge to 
be in the video.

“We did in Barstow inbe-
tween Vegas and LA and he said: 
‘Yeah I’ll do it I’ll come on a 
Sunday just can you fly me out 
by helicopter because I’ve got a 
kids birthday party to get back 
to. But I don’t want to be paid. “

Jamie added: “We bought 
some nice red wine for his trail-
er. He arrived. He was a sweet-
heart and he did it. Then he got 
back in his helicopter and off he 
went ... back to his kids birthday 
party.”

Jamie previously explained 
how the connection to Bruce 
came about revealing he came 
to see the band perform in Par-
is, France and took them for a 
night out on the town.

In an interview with Three-
News New Zealand back in 
2010, Jamie explained: “A very 
good friend of ours, [business-
man] Robert Kraft, came to see 
the show in Paris ... and he said: 
‘Can I bring a friend?’ and I said: 
‘Sure, sure’.

“And so we met him at the 
door and sure enough his friend 
was Bruce. So I said to Bruce: 

‘Why are you in Paris?’ And he 
said he was looking for an apart-
ment. And I said did you find 
anything nice? And he said he’d 
seen an apartment that used to 
belong to D’Artagnan and it was 
a bit cramped. I didn’t know if 
he was being serious.

“And he sat and watched the 
show with me, which was re-
ally surreal and he kept going: 
‘This is great, man. This is really 
great’.”

Jamie added of their big night 
out with the Hollywood star: 
“Then we went out afterwards 
and we hit Paris and obviously 
he knew all the nightspots and 
we got in everywhere and we 
had a really good time with him.

“And then met him a few more 
times and then he did the Stylo 
video. For free. Because he’s a 
good guy.”

Sophie Turner

Orlando Bloom

Taylor Swift faces The Life of a Showgirl 
lawsuit over chart topping album name
Bang Showbiz | Los Angeles

Taylor Swift is being sued 
by an entertainer over her 

album The Life of a Showgirl.
The 36-year-old pop star, 

whose latest chart topping hit 
record was released in October 
2025, is facing legal action from 
writer Maren Wade over a sup-
posed claim to a similar 
name.

A c c o r d i n g 
to The Hol-
lywood Re-

porter, in a lawsuit filed on 
Monday (30.03.26) Wade has 
accused Swift and UMG record-
ings of trademark infringement, 
false designation and unfair 
competition.

She is seeking unspecified 
damages, as well as a court or-
der blocking the Opalite hit-
maker from continuing to use 
the name.

In a statement, her lawyer 
Jaymie Parkinnen said: “A 

solo performer who spent 
twelve years building a 

brand shouldn’t have to watch 
it disappear because someone 
bigger came along.”

The former America’s Got 
Talent contestant started writ-
ing a column called Confes-
sions of a Showgirl in the Las 
Vegas Weekly back in 2014, re-
flecting on her time as a per-
former in the entertainment  
world.

The column has since been 
developed into a podcast, 
plus a live show featuring pop 
and jazz music, and Wade’s 

trademark covers a range 
of things included theatrical 
productions, TV and live stage  
performances.

Regarding the release of 
Swift’s album The Life of a 
Showgirl, the complaint reads: 
“They did not do so quietly.

“Within weeks, the designa-
tion was affixed to consumer 
goods, stamped onto labels, tags, 
and packaging, and deployed 
as a source identifier across re-
tail channels — all directed at 
the same audience Plaintiff had 

spent years cultivating.”
The lawsuit alleges that 

when the Anti-Hero singer 
applied to register the al-
bum title, the application 
was denied by the US Patent 
and Trademark Office.

It’s said it was declined 
because it was confusingly 
similar to the previously 
mark, with both names 
sharing the key “of a Show-
girl” phrase.

Taylor Swift

Sophie Turner injured 
while filming 
Tomb Raider

Bang 

Showbiz | 
Los Angeles

So p h i e 
T u r n e r 

has been in-
jured while 
filming the 
new Tomb 

R a i d e r  T V 
series.

P r o d u c -
t i o n  o n 
t h e  s m a l l 
screen re-

boot of the 
video game 
f r a n c h i s e 
h a s  b e e n 
“ p a u s e d ” 
after the lead 

actress - who 
plays Lara Croft 

- suffered an unspec-
ified injury and she 
will be taking time off 
to recover.

A statement from Amazon 
MGM Studios released to Dead-
line.com explained: “Sophie 
Turner recently experienced a 
minor injury. As a precaution, 
production has briefly paused 
to allow her time to recover. 
We look forward to resuming 
production as soon as possible.”

The Sun newspaper reports 
Sophie aggravated a previous 
back injury which she discov-
ered during training for the 
series.

A source told the publication: 
“It’s been chaos on set and now 
the whole show is in jeopardy.

“Sophie has been throwing 
herself into the role, but the 
gruelling physicality of being 
Lara Croft has meant she has 
pushed her body too far.

“Many on set fear Sophie may 
have to be replaced altogether 
now, as she may not bounce 
back in time. It’s been a hugely 

physical role and pushed her to 
the limit.

“But so much has already 
been shot that it’s causing a 
real headache for producers.”

Sophie recently opened up 
about her back issues explain-
ing she discovered a problem 
when she spent months trying 
to get into shape for the physi-
cally demanding role.

Speaking on The Julia Cun-
ningham Show, the actress 
explained: “We’ve been doing 
eight hours a day, five days a 
week since February of last 
year, of training. Yeah, so it’s 
been a lot. I’ve learned I have 
a perpetual back problem, but 
I also realized that it’s much 
easier to kind of build muscle if 
you’ve ever worked out before 
in your life, which I never had, 
so it has taken me months and 
months to get into good shape. 
That’s what I’ve learned.”

Bruce Willis



Messi marks new stadium with 
goal but Miami held by Austin
AFP | Miami

Lionel Messi marked the 
opening of Inter Miami’s 

gleaming new stadium with a 
goal as the Major League Soccer 
champions battled to a 2-2 draw 
against Austin FC on Saturday.

Inter Miami’s co-owner Da-
vid Beckham was among the 
star-studded crowd as the club’s 
26,000-capacity Nu Stadium 
made its debut, marking the 
end of a more-than-decade-
long journey to find a perma-
nent home.

“To see this stadium come 
to life, after years and years of 
trying to get this stadium up and 
running in Miami is something 
that’s very special,” Beckham 
said shortly before kick-off.

“I came to America in the MLS 
20 years ago and I made a lot 
of promises. And 13 years ago 
I made a lot of promises again 
announcing I was coming to 
Miami.

“Today it’s just a dream come 
true for us.”

But while the match kicked 
off in celebratory fashion, with 
Beckham joining billionaire 
Inter Miami managing owner 

Jorge Mas in a pre-game rib-
bon-cutting ceremony, Austin 
refused to follow the script.

The Texas club, who went 
into the game with only one win 
from five matches, had stunned 
the home crowd after only six 
minutes, with Guilherme Biro 
nodding in a corner from Fa-
cundo Torres to make it 1-0 to 

the visitors.
Messi though did not take 

long to open his account in his 
new surroundings.

Right-back Ian Fray burst 
down the flank and crossed 
for Messi, who equalized with 
a rare headed goal to make it  
1-1.

Inter Miami dominated pos-

session thereafter and carved 
out a string of chances, with 
Mateo Silvetti twice going close 
with a shot in the 34th minute 
before heading wide four min-
utes later.

But Austin’s dogged defence 
and speed on the counter con-
tinued to pose problems for the 
hosts, and they once again took 
the lead after 53 minutes.

Inter Miami’s Argentine forward #10 Lionel Messi is challenged by Austin’s 
Honduran midfielder #30 Joseph Rosales and Austin’s Spanish midfielder #06 
Ilie Sanchez 
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To see this stadium 
come to life, after years 

and years of trying to 
get this stadium up 

and running in Miami 
is something that’s 

very special. I came to 
America in the MLS 20 
years ago and I made 
a lot of promises. And 
13 years ago I made a 
lot of promises again 

announcing I was 
coming to Miami. Today 
it’s just a dream come 

true for us
DAVID BECKHAM

Van Dijk apologises for 
Liverpool thumping by Man City
Arne Slot faces mounting pressure following a heavy FA Cup quarter-final defeat

• Van Dijk concedes 
a first-half penalty

• Calls for immediate 
squad unity

AFP | London

Virgil Van Dijk apologised 
to Liverpool fans after 
admitting his side gave 

up during their FA Cup quar-
ter-final defeat against Man-
chester City.

Arne Slot’s team slumped to 
a dismal 4-0 loss at the Etihad 
Stadium on Saturday, leaving 
Van Dijk furious with their sec-
ond-half display.

Already trailing 2-0 at half-
time after Erling Haaland’s 
brace, Liverpool conceded again 
immediately following the re-
start as Antoine Semenyo netted 
before Haaland completed his 
hat-trick.

Liverpool’s limp surrender 
sparked a mass exodus of their 

8,000 fans well before the final 
whistle.

Van Dijk acknowledged he 
was culpable after conceding a 
penalty that Haaland converted 
in the first half and the Reds 
captain said his team-mates 
must also accept the blame.

“I can only apologise to the 
fans for what we have shown, 
especially the second half,” he 
said.

“Obviously you come out 
with the right intentions from 
the dressing room, to hopefully 
score for 2-1 as soon as possible 
to change the game.

“The opposite happens and to 
come back from 3-0 is obviously 
very difficult here -- but also 

you shouldn’t give up and that’s 
maybe, at a certain point, what 
happened.

“We let our fans down, we let 
ourselves down, and the man-
ager. The way we played in the 
second half, especially, must 
hurt for everyone. It definitely 

hurts me.”
The dismal result intensified 

the pressure on Slot ahead of 
a daunting Champions League 
quarter-final first leg against 
Paris Saint-Germain in France 
on Wednesday.

With their hopes of domes-
tic silverware dashed by City, 
Liverpool have to focus on win-
ning the Champions League 
and qualifying for next season’s 
tournament.

Urging his squad to stay unit-
ed as the pressure mounts, Van 
Dijk said: “It’s a together thing, 
isn’t it? Obviously he’s respon-
sible as the manager but we are 
the ones on the pitch that have 
to do it.

Obviously you come 
out (in the second half) 

with the right intentions 
from the dressing room, 

to hopefully score for 
2-1 as soon as possible 

to change the game. 
The opposite happens 
and to come back from 

3-0 is obviously very 
difficult here -- but also 

you shouldn’t give up 
and that’s maybe, at 
a certain point, what 

happened
VIRGIL VAN DIJK

8,000
Liverpool fans sparked 
a mass exodus from the 

Etihad Stadium well 
before the final whistle 

after watching their 
side capitulate 4-0 to 

Manchester City

Liverpool’s French defender #05 Ibrahima Konate (C) and Liverpool players react to their defeat on the pitch

plicants can contact 36144382 or TOM@AL-
LOYX.COM
SHEESHAL GATE RESTAURANT W.L.L. has a 
vacancy for the occupation of WORKER(JUICE 
& SANDWICHES), suitably qualified applicants 
can contact 33777315 or ASHRAFJV@GMAIL.COM
RAWNAQ BEAUTY CENTRE has a vacancy 
for the occupation of BEAUTICIAN, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 17700142 or 
RAWNAQSALOON@GMAIL.COM
DHA SALOON FOR MEN W.L.L has a vacan-
cy for the occupation of BARBER, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 34567895 or 
ABEERRAJPUT1@GMAIL.COM
IDEAL STAR PUNJABI CHASKA RESTURANT 
W.L.L has a vacancy for the occupation of 
KITCHEN WORKER, suitably qualified appli-
cants can contact 33448200 or IDEALSTAR-
BAHRAIN@GMAIL.COM
UM OBSINAAN BOUTIQUE has a vacan-
cy for the occupation of TAILOR MADE TO 
MEASURE GARMENTS, suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 34005167 or OMERM-
KR18@GMAIL.COM
HAMAD STYLE GENTS SALON has a vacancy 
for the occupation of BARBER, suitably quali-
fied applicants can contact 66301611 or IAL-
MAS2126@GMAIL.COM
REVAN ROSE TRADING has a vacancy for the 
occupation of RETAIL TRADE SALESMAN, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
77400041 or revan.rose.bh@gmail.com
ARAB COMBINE FACILITIES W.L.L has a 
vacancy for the occupation of CLEANER, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
33990445 or SANGHAMANINDER7@GMAIL.
COM
MEDITERRANEAN COAST FOR INFORMA-
TION TECHNOLOGY W.L.L has a vacancy for 
the occupation of ADMINISTRATION MANAG-
ER, suitably qualified applicants can contact 
17223062 or MARKATTARD@MCITLIBYA.NET
Geo Sonic Inspection And Marine  Services 
Co. W.L.L has a vacancy for the occupation 
of TECHNICIAN, suitably qualified applicants 
can contact 39287383 or admin@NICBH.COM
SITAF BAHRAIN  W.L.L has a vacancy for the 
occupation of SUPERVISOR FOR STORES, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
34760117 or VITTORIO@SITAF.COM
Bahrain Electromechanical Services Co. 
W.L.L. has a vacancy for the occupation 
of WORKER(MAINTENANCEW).GENERAL, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
17536275 or BEMCO@BATELCO.COM.BH
LUCKY ALNOOR CONTRACTING W.L.L has a 
vacancy for the occupation of WORKER(CON-
STRUCTION), suitably qualified applicants 
can contact 33461761 or MAJADJAVED12@
GMAIL.COM
Gulf Air Group Holding B.S.C.(c) has a vacan-
cy for the occupation of MANAGER, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 17353342 or 
khalid.kamal@bac.bh
BAHRAIN ASPHALT ESTABLISHMENT B.S.C 
CLOSED has a vacancy for the occupation 
of TECHNICIAN/ASST.(MECH.EQUIP.MAINT.), 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
17551111 or MOHAMED.ABUALI@HAJIHAS-
SAN.COM
SHADOW BRIGHT SERVICES CO W.L.L has 
a vacancy for the occupation of CLEANER, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
33002527 or SHADOWBRIGTSTSRCO@
GMAIL.COM
EMCO COMPANY W.L.L has a vacancy for the 
occupation of COMPUTER NETWORK ADMIN-
ISTRATOR, suitably qualified applicants can 
contact 17821988 or emco@emco.com.bh
ONEROAD MOTORS W.L.L has a vacancy for 
the occupation of WORKER(SALES), suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 39752222 or 
taha@oneroad-bh.com
G C T Consumer W.L.L has a vacancy for the 
occupation of SPECIALIST, suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 17239393 or HR@
GCTBAHRAIN.COM
Z GAMES AND TRADING CO. W.L.L has a 
vacancy for the occupation of SALESMAN, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
33168777 or FAHADALTURAIKI@HOTMAIL.
COM
BEST TIME FOR BIRIYANI RESTAURANT has 
a vacancy for the occupation of WAITER, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
33000206 or ABOSOOK32@HOTMAIL.COM
BAYADA GOLDEN SALON W.L.L has a vacan-
cy for the occupation of BARBER, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 38868476 or 
BAYADA11389@GMAIL.COM

ALAMANAH GENERAL TRADING has a va-
cancy for the occupation of CLERK, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 17227717 or 
AMINA.SHARIF2016@GMAIL.COM
Golden Star H&L W.L.L. has a vacancy for the 
occupation of ACCOUNTANTS, suitably quali-
fied applicants can contact 69995055 or gold-
heat@mail-rapid.com
ELITE FACILITY MANAGEMENT CO W.L.L has 
a vacancy for the occupation of CLEANER 
(GENERAL), suitably qualified applicants can 
contact 17382228 or MUSTAFA@ELITEFMC.COM
ASYAD LOGISTICS W.L.L has a vacancy for 
the occupation of VICE PRESIDENT, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 37339639 or 
LBCORPORATE4@GMAIL.COM
MUKHTAR BUILDING CONSTRUCTION CO 
W.L.L has a vacancy for the occupation of 
CONSTRUCTION WORKER, suitably qual-
ified applicants can contact 17227838 or 
MUKHTARSRD@GMAIL.COM
SHAHMEER CONSTRUCTION  W.L.L has a 
vacancy for the occupation of OFFICE AS-
SISTANT, suitably qualified applicants can 
contact 33677089 or RAYMUSTAFA1919@
GMAIL.COM
SABAR AYOOB REASTURANT AND GRILLS 
W.L.L has a vacancy for the occupation of 
WORKERS(FOOD & BEVERAGES INDUSTRY), 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
33000802 or AYESHEH_ALI@YAHOO.COM
BAHRAIN ASPHALT ESTABLISHMENT B.S.C 
CLOSED has a vacancy for the occupation 
of WORKER(CONSTRUCTION).GENERAL, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
17551111 or MOHAMED.ABUALI@HAJIHAS-
SAN.COM
BAHRAIN BLOCKS B.S.C CLOSED has a va-
cancy for the occupation of WORKER(CON-
STRUCTION).GENERAL, suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 39445991 or HR.AD-
MIN@HAJIHASSAN.COM
SENZALA CONSULTANTS W.L.L has a vacan-
cy for the occupation of OFFICE WORKER 
HELPER, suitably qualified applicants can 
contact 33556644 or CHAHMEDYOUSAFG@
GMAIL.COM
Mena Industrial Services Company MENAIS-
CO WLL has a vacancy for the occupation of 
GENERAL MANAGER, suitably qualified appli-
cants can contact 17200032 or m.menezes@
cayanholdings.com
Dream World Construction Co. W.L.L. has a 
vacancy for the occupation of WORKER(CON-
STRUCTION), suitably qualified applicants can 
contact 34111999 or sharef.works@gmail.com
BAHRAIN ASPHALT ESTABLISHMENT B.S.C 
CLOSED has a vacancy for the occupation 
of WORKER(CONSTRUCTION).GENERAL, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
17551111 or MOHAMED.ABUALI@HAJIHAS-
SAN.COM
Havelock One Interiors WLL has a vacancy 
for the occupation of MACHINE OPERATOR, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
17832022 or HAMIDA.ALHUBAIL@HAVE-
LOCKONE.COM
TWO SEAS MEP SERVICES COMPANY W.L.L 
has a vacancy for the occupation of PLUMB-
ER, suitably qualified applicants can contact 
33336142 or JOHNSON@TWOSEASEMS.COM
TAKAMUL SERVICES CO ( TASCO ) W.L.L has 
a vacancy for the occupation of WORKER/
PACKER, suitably qualified applicants can 
contact 17344107 or MAJAJ101@HOTMAIL.
COM
M-GYM W.L.L has a vacancy for the occupa-
tion of SPORTS TRAINER, suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 36363633 or MAH-
MOOD.HILAL@GMAIL.COM
ABU SAMI TRD W.L.L has a vacancy for the 
occupation of SALESMAN, suitably qual-
ified applicants can contact 34110375 or 
ABUSAMIT.R.D2022@GMAIL.COM
AHM CONSULTANCY CO W.L.L has a vacancy 
for the occupation of SALES AGENT, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 17227838 or 
SARDARGROUP254@GMAIL.COM
BAHRAIN ASPHALT ESTABLISHMENT B.S.C 
CLOSED has a vacancy for the occupation 
of WORKER(CONSTRUCTION).GENERAL, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
17551111 or MOHAMED.ABUALI@HAJIHAS-
SAN.COM
AXG INTERNATIONAL MANAGEMENT W.L.L 
has a vacancy for the occupation of CHIEF 
EXECUTIVE OFFICER, suitably qualified ap-



Rosenior in a ‘good place’ with 
Fernandez despite Chelsea star’s ban
AFP | London

Liam Rosenior insisted his 
relationship with Chelsea 

midfielder Enzo Fernandez is 
in a “good place” despite his 
controversial decision to ban 
the Argentine for two matches.

Blues boss Rosenior opted to 
drop Fernandez for Saturday’s 
7-0 win over Port Vale in the 
FA Cup quarter-finals after he 
hinted he would be willing to 
leave Stamford Bridge at the end 
of the season.

Fernandez’s agent slammed 
the suspension as “completely 
unfair” but he was forced to 
watch the demolition of third-
tier Vale from the stands.

The 25-year-old will be axed 
again when the Blues face Man-
chester City in a crucial Premier 
League clash next weekend in 
the race to qualify for the Cham-
pions League.

Having appeared to court Real 
Madrid, Fernandez left Rosenior determined to stamp his author-

ity on the squad during a four-
game losing streak, including 
Champions League elimination 
against Paris Saint-Germain.

But Rosenior said his issues 
with Fernandez will not fester 
once the ban is over.

“That’s his opinion,” said Ros-
enior of the agent’s remarks. “I 
don’t have anything to say on 
someone else’s opinion. Enzo 
knows what I think of him and 
it was brilliant to see him here to 
support the players today.

“In the right time, in the right 
moment, which isn’t now, go-
ing through what we’ve gone 
through, I’m sure the discussion 
will happen in terms of what’s 
been said between me and  
Enzo.

“Enzo and I are in a very good 
place. I saw him today, had a 
really good conversation with 
him today one-to-one. Things 
aren’t what people maybe think 
they are.”

Jorrel Hato and Joao Pedro 
scored for Chelsea in the first 

half against Vale before Jordan 
Lawrence-Gabriel’s own goal 
increased their lead by the in-
terval.

Tosin Adarabioyo, Andrey 
Santos, Estevao Willian and Ale-
jandro Garnacho netted after 
the break to complete the rout.

In the absence of Fernandez 
and Reece James, Cole Palmer 
was given the captain’s arm-
band for the first time, a role 
which Rosenior believes the 
England forward is ready to take  
on.

Two fathers turn grief into action

Hussain Almaskati
TDT | Manama

What began as casual runs 
along Kite Beach in Dubai 
has grown into something 

much bigger for Dayle Hallam and Tom 
Kinsey. Yesterday, the two friends com-
pleted a relay run from Dubai to Abu 
Dhabi in under 23 hours. The challenge 
was not only a test of endurance, but 
also a way to raise awareness for men’s 
mental health and create a space where 
men can talk openly about struggles 
often kept in silence.

For Hallam, the run carried a deep-
ly personal weight. It honors his 

17-month-old son, Henry, whom he lost. 
“I don’t struggle to be open because I 
own everything that’s happened in my 
life, including the parts I’m not proud 
of. They are still part of my journey,” he 
told The Daily Tribune.

Kinsey, a constant presence through 
Hallam’s grief, stepped in completely 
after Henry’s passing. He managed both 
practical and emotional responsibilities 
so Hallam could grieve. Kinsey has also 
faced his own mental health challenges, 
including postnatal depression after the 
birth of his second son, an experience 
that gave him a personal understanding 
of the struggles many fathers face. 

“Menathon has been a lifeline for 

me in my darkest times,” he told TDT. 
“Being able to lean on the community 
we created, who have become some 
of my closest mates, is a full-circle  
moment.”

Their bond goes beyond friendship. 
Hallam said Kinsey pushes him to be 
a better person and father. “He is a 
shining example of a good man and 
an even better father,” Hallam added. 
Their families are closely connected. 
Hallam is godfather to Kinsey’s son, and 
Kinsey is godfather to Hallam’s unborn 
daughter, Maisie Hope.

Hallam continues to navigate fa-
therhood while raising his daugh-
ter, Marnie, and processing grief. “I 

have struggled at times, but you learn 
through experience, even in the hardest 
moments,” he said. 

Kinsey added that after Hallam’s loss, 
he wanted to be there for him and his 
family in every way he could. “It was 
sometimes overwhelming, but it has 
made me value every moment support-
ing them even more. An extra cuddle 
or an extra bedtime story is never too 
much to give,” he said.

From these personal challenges grew 
Menathon, now a structured program 
meeting twice a week. Team-based 
exercises help men build trust, open 
up, and confront their emotions. Active 
in Dubai and Abu Dhabi, Menathon 

also hosts father-and-child sessions 
to model resilience and emotional  
openness.

Kinsey said Menathon was seen as a 
big bravado community at first. “Seeing 
guys in good shape, with beards and 
tattoos, being vulnerable really gives 
way for others to open up and see it as 
a strength rather than a weakness. It is 
okay to not be okay. It is okay to struggle 
and ask for help,” he explained.

For Hallam and Kinsey, the lesson 
is simple. The right environment can 
make all the difference. By showing up 
physically and emotionally, men can 
begin to heal together, one step at a  
time.
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Enzo and I are in a very 
good place. I saw him 

today, had a really 
good conversation with 
him today one-to-one. 

Things aren’t what 
people maybe think 

they are
LIAM ROSENIOR

Participants of Menathon gather before the Dubai-to-Abu Dhabi relay Dayle Hallam and Tom Kinsey embrace after completing the challenge

Chelsea’s Argentinian midfielder #08 Enzo Fernandez (C) fights for the ball

Jokic out-duels Wemby as 
Nuggets down Spurs in overtime

AFP | Los Angeles

Nikola Jokic scored 40 
points to propel  the 

Denver Nuggets to a 136-134 
overtime victory over Victor 
Wembanyama and San Anto-
nio on Saturday, halting the 
Spurs’ 11-game NBA winning  
streak.

Three-time NBA Most Valu-
able Player Jokic added eight 
rebounds, 13 assists and three 
blocked shots for Denver, 
who won their eighth straight 
game and inched closer to 
the Los Angeles Lakers for 
third seed in the Western  
Conference.

MVP candidate Wemban-
yama, back after missing one 
game to rest a sore ankle, 
scored 34 points with 18 re-
bounds, seven assists and five 

blocked shots for the Spurs, 
who led most of the contest 
but couldn’t resist the Nuggets’ 
late surge.

Aaron Gordon, fed by Jokic, 
threw down a dunk to tie it at 
124-124 with 6.2 seconds left 
in regulation.

Wembanyama’s jumper as 
time expired clanged off the 
rim and they went to overtime, 
when Gordon’s dunk in the 
opening minutes put Denver 
ahead for good.

“It was indicative of what 
we can be as a group,” said 
Gordon, who finished with 15 
points.

Johnson scored 17 points 
and Jamal Murray scored 15 
points and handed out 10 as-
sists for the Nuggets in a con-
test marked by playoff-level 
intensity.

Denver’s Nikola Jokic scores against Victor Wembanyama
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Sweden Hands Bahrain 
Second Defeat in Germany

Hussain Almaskati
TDT | Manama

Bahrain’s youth men’s bas-
ketball team faced an-
other tough outing last 

night, losing 101-70 to Sweden 
in their second Group A match 
at Herzogenried Mannheim. 
The team, led by Greek head 
coach Georgios Vovoras, looked 
to bounce back after their open-
ing loss to hosts Germany.

Yesterday’s game began even-
ly, with both teams trading 
baskets and finishing the first 
quarter tied at 21 apiece. For a 
brief moment, Bahrain seemed 
poised to keep the contest close. 
But Sweden quickly seized con-
trol in the second period, un-
leashing a 32-point surge that 
left the nationals trailing 53-29 
at halftime.

Despite the blow, Bahrain re-
fused to quit. The third quarter 
saw a spirited response, with 
the team outscoring the Swedes 
26-16. Somto Onoduenyi led the 
charge with a standout dou-
ble-double of 26 points and 14 
rebounds, while Hassan Ab-

dulkadir contributed 12 points 
and 11 rebounds. Ali Mohamed 
and Ali Barhoom chipped in 

10 and 9 points, respectively, 
as Bahrain clawed back some 
momentum.

However, Sweden’s depth and 
sharpshooting proved too much 
to overcome. The visitors sank 
16 three-pointers, more than 
double Bahrain’s seven, and 
key players Malcolm Berglund 
Price (26 points) and Michael 
Odinks (20 points) kept Sweden 
in control. In the fourth quarter, 
Sweden outpaced Bahrain 32-15, 
cementing a 31-point victory.

The match featured three ties 
and three lead changes, giving 
glimpses of Bahrain’s tenacity, 
but Sweden’s scoring bursts, 
particularly in the second 
quarter, proved decisive. Bah-
rain’s biggest deficit reached 31 
points, highlighting the chal-
lenge of facing one of Europe’s 
top youth sides.

Under Vovoras’ guidance, 
Bahrain now turn their focus to 
today’s preliminary round clash 
with Slovenia at 6.15pm Bahrain 
time. The team will look to re-
group after two opening losses 
and gain experience ahead of 
the Gulf Basketball Association 
qualifiers for the FIBA U18 Asia 
Cup 2026 in Qatar.

Hassan Abdulkadir of Bahrain goes up for an alley-oop

Pegula downs Jovic to reach 
WTA Charleston final

AFP | Charleston

Defending champion Jessi-
ca Pegula advanced to the 

final of the WTA Charleston 
Open clay-court tournament 
on Saturday, defeating fourth 
seed Iva Jovic 6-4, 5-7, 6-3.

American top seed Peg-
ula, who has been taken to 
three sets in each of her four 
matches in Charleston this 
week, finally wrapped up vic-
tory in 2hr 35min when Jo-
vic pulled a forehand return  
wide.

The 32-year-old from New 
York will face Yuliia Staro-
dubtseva in the final after the 
unseeded Ukrainian upset fifth 

seed Madison Keys in the oth-
er semi-final.

World number 89 Staro-
dubtseva, who was initially 
scheduled to go through qual-
ifying in Charleston before 
being granted a place in the 
main draw after a withdrawal, 
defeated Keys 6-1, 6-4.

World number five Pegu-
la will be chasing her second 
title of the season on Sunday 
after her victory in Dubai in 
February.

The American admitted af-
ter Saturday’s latest three-set-
ter that she has become used 
to taking the scenic route as 
she has advanced through the 
rounds in Charleston.

Jessica Pegula of the United States stretches for s ball while playing Iva Jovic 
of the United States

Bahrain is Safe, Strong, and United by our love to the nation … 
with the will of a King and the people.
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