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His Majesty King Hamad bin Isa Al Khalifa, the Supreme Commander of the Armed Forces, received at Sakhir Palace Field Marshal Shaikh Khalifa bin Ahmed Al Khalifa, Commander-in-Chief of Bahrain 
Defence Force (BDF), and His Excellency General Shaikh Rashid bin Abdullah Al Khalifa, Minister of Interior, to review the latest regional developments. HM the King was briefed on developments in the 
region and expressed appreciation to the Bahrain Defence Force (BDF) and the Ministry of Interior for their successful action, readiness and vigilance. His Majesty wished them success in carrying out their 
national duties and responsibilities.
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UK, Belgium reaffirm solidarity with Bahrain
TDT | Manama

His Majesty King Hamad bin 
Isa Al Khalifa received a 

written message from His Maj-
esty King Charles III, King of the 
United Kingdom of Great Britain 
and Northern Ireland.

HM King Charles III expressed 
his deepest solidarity and sup-
port for Bahrain, and his re-
jection and condemnation of 
the Iranian attack targeting the 
Kingdom’s territory.

The UK Monarch affirmed 
that he has been following the 
news of the attacks against Bah-
rain with growing shock and 
deep concern.

He noted the special place the 
bonds of friendship and mutual 
respect between Their Majes-
ties, their esteemed families, and 
the two friendly countries and 

peoples hold in his heart.
HM King Charles III also ex-

pressed his sincere appreciation 
and gratitude for the efforts of 
Bahrain under the leadership of 
HM King Hamad, conveying his 

best sincere and prayers for the 
swift restoration of peace and 
stability in the region.

HM King Hamad also received 
a phone call from His Majesty 
King Philippe of the Kingdom 

of Belgium.
HM King Hamad received the 

second telephone call this week 
from His Excellency Sir Keir 
Starmer, Prime Minister of the 
United Kingdom and Northern 

Ireland.
During the call, HE the UK 

Prime Minister reiterated his 
country’s solidarity with Bah-
rain and its strong condemna-
tion of the Iranian attacks tar-

geting the Kingdom’s territory.
His Excellency emphasised 

the UK’s support for Bahrain in 
safeguarding its security and the 
safety of its territory, citizens 
and residents.

HM the King thanked HE the 
UK Prime Minister for his sup-
portive stance.

His Majesty King Philippe 
of the Kingdom of Belgium ex-
pressed his country’s full soli-
darity with Bahrain and strongly 
condemned the Iranian attack.

He underscored Belgium’s 
support for Bahrain in all meas-
ures taken to safeguard its sov-
ereignty and protect its security 
and stability.

HM King Hamad emphasised 
that the people of Bahrain are 
peaceful and committed to the 
values of tolerance and coex-
istence.

H.E. Sir StarmerHM King Charles III HM King PhilippeHM the King

Safety ‘priority’
HRH Prince Salman visits Civil Defence to review emergency preparedness amid regional tensions

TDT | Manama

His Royal Highness Sal-
man bin Hamad Al 
Khalifa,  the Crown 

Prince and Prime Minister, af-
firmed that the safety of citi-
zens and residents remains a 
top priority.

He emphasised the ongoing 
need to enhance preparedness 
and strengthen the efficiency of 
field response.

HRH Prince Salman also said 
that these efforts reflect the re-
lentless dedication of Bahrain’s 
safety and civil protection sec-
tor.

Oversight
HRH the Crown Prince and 

Prime Minister made the re-
marks during a visit to the Gen-
eral Directorate of Civil Defence 
and the National Center for Civil 
Emergency Management, part 
of his continued oversight of na-
tional developments in response 
to hostile Iranian aggression.

The visit assessed operational 

readiness and the level of coor-
dination among relevant author-
ities to ensure swift responses 
and the protection of lives and 
property.

During the visit, His Royal 
Highness was received by His 
Excellency General Rashid bin 
Abdulla Al Khalifa, Minister of 

Interior, and was briefed on the 
measures in place to address 
the repercussions of hostile at-
tacks, including the coordina-
tion across agencies to safeguard 
the Kingdom’s citizens and in-
frastructure.

The briefing included updates 
on national emergency prepar-

edness, joint government coor-
dination, sustainability of vital 
services, food and water securi-
ty, energy and electricity sector 
efficiency, resilience of com-
munications and early warn-
ing systems, and other essential 
matters critical to maintaining 
national stability.

HRH Prince Salman com-
mended the General Directorate 
of Civil Defence and the Nation-
al Center for Civil Emergency 
Management for their profes-
sionalism, tireless dedication, 
and adherence to the highest 
standards in tackling emergency 
cases.

He also expressed his appre-
ciation to H.E. General Shaikh 
Rashid bin Abdulla for his con-
tinued efforts in strengthening 
the readiness of the security 
apparatus.

Gratitude
H.E. the Interior Minister ex-

pressed gratitude for the Crown 
Prince’s visit, noting that it re-
flects his firm commitment and 
direct engagement in national 
security efforts.

HRH the Crown Prince was 
accompanied by H.E. Shaikh 
Salman bin Khalifa Al Khalifa, 
Minister of Finance and Nation-
al Economy, and H.E. Lieuten-
ant General Tariq bin Hassan Al 
Hassan, Chief of Police.

HRH the Crown Prince and Prime Minister with Civil Defence officials

HM King briefed on regional security developments

GCC, EU call 
on Iran to 
stop attacks
TDT | Manama

Gulf Cooperation Coun-
cil (GCC) foreign min-

isters and the European 
Union (EU) urged Iran to 
halt hostilities and warned 
against threats to global en-
ergy routes.

This came as they held an 
emergency videoconference 
to discuss Iranian attacks 
targeting GCC countries and 
the escalating situation in 
the Middle East.

Fire at Bapco
TDT | Manama

A fire broke out at a unit 
of the BAPCO Energies 

refinery following an Irani-
an missile strike yesterday.

 The fire has been fully 
contained, there are no re-
ported injuries, and refinery 
operations continue.

An assessment of the 
damage is currently under 
way.

78 missiles, 129 
drones destroyed
TDT | Manama

The Bahrain Defence 
Force’s air defence sys-

tems have destroyed 78 mis-
siles and 129 drones target-
ing the Kingdom since the 
start of the Iranian hostile 
attacks.
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His Royal Highness Prince Salman bin Hamad Al Khalifa, the Crown Prince and Prime Minister, remotely chaired the 518th Government Executive Committee 
meeting. The meeting reviewed the proactive plans being implemented, as well as the measures already taken to address the repercussions of the hostile Iranian 
aggression towards the Kingdom of Bahrain.

Crisis response plans reviewed
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‘Treasonous’
TDT | Manama

Four individuals have 
been arrested and re-

ferred to the Public Prose-
cution after publishing vid-
eos expressing sympathy 
for Iranian aggression, an 
act considered treasonous 
against the Kingdom of Bah-
rain.

Authorities confirmed 
that the individuals’ actions 
violated national security 
laws and emphasized that 
such behavior will be met 
with strict legal measures to 
protect the country’s sover-
eignty and public order.

Flour stocks 
for markets 
sufficient

• Penalties over 
price manipulation

TDT | Manama

The Ministry of Industry 
and Trade has affirmed 

the continued availability 
of government-subsidised 
flour products in local mar-
kets. 

It gave assurance that 
consumer needs are being 
met and market stability 
maintained amid the excep-
tional circumstances facing 
the region.

In a statement, the Minis-
try called on all automated 
and traditional bakeries to 
uphold their national re-
sponsibilities by ensuring 
the uninterrupted supply 
of subsidised flour products 
to consumers without price 
increases.

It stressed the impor-
tance of adhering to the 
provisions of Resolution 
No. (125) of 2012, which 
regulates the handling and 
distribution of subsidised  
flour.

Warning
The Ministry warned 

against any attempts to ma-
nipulate prices, withhold 
products from consumers, 
or misuse government-sub-
sidised flour, emphasising 
that such practices consti-
tute legal violations subject 
to penalties.

It added that monitoring 
and inspection campaigns 
will be intensified to ensure 
full compliance with rele-
vant regulations and deci-
sions, with necessary legal 
action to be taken against 
any establishment found in 
breach.

• Industry Minister 
conducts inspection 
visit to Maza Foodstuff 
Company warehouses

TDT | Manama

His Excellency Abdulla 
bin Adel Fakhro, Min-
ister of Industry and 

Commerce, has reaffirmed that 
strengthening food security in 
the Kingdom of Bahrain remains 
a top national priority.

He stressed that current stock 
levels demonstrate strong pre-
paredness across the sector.

“Strengthening food security 
in the Kingdom of Bahrain re-
mains a top priority,” he said.

The Minister noted that “stra-
tegic reserves of key commodi-
ties are sufficient to meet local 
demand for several months in 
most sectors.”

Remarks

H.E. Fakhro made the remarks 
during an inspection visit to the 
warehouses of Maza Foodstuff 
Company, where he reviewed 
the readiness of supply chains 
and the availability of essen-
tial commodities for citizens, 
residents and the Kingdom’s 
strategic reserves.

He was received by Moham-

med Ebrahim Zainal, the com-
pany’s Chief Financial Officer, 
and Mohamed Mahmoud Faqi-
hi, Warehouse Manager, in the 
presence of senior officials from 
the Ministry.

During the visit, the Minister 
highlighted the smooth flow of 
food shipments, attributing it to 
continuous coordination with 
relevant authorities and the pri-
vate sector.

He underscored that such col-
laboration ensures uninterrupt-
ed food supplies despite regional 
or global developments that may 
affect markets.

Coordination
Officials from Maza con-

firmed the warehouses’ opera-
tional readiness and ongoing co-
ordination with relevant entities 
to maintain sustainable supply 

chains and ensure the steady 
availability of strategic goods in 
local markets.

The Ministry also called on 
citizens and residents to shop 
responsibly, avoid excessive 
purchasing or stockpiling, and 
report any irregular pricing 
practices or unjustified shortag-
es through the consumer com-
plaints hotline 80008001.

‘Food security  
a top priority’

Strategic 
reserves of key 
commodities 
sufficient to 
meet local 
demand

H.E. Fakhro reviews food supply readiness at Maza warehouses

“Shop responsibly, 
avoid excessive 
purchasing or 

stockpiling, and 
report any irregular 

pricing practices 
or unjustified 
shortages.” 

— H.E. ABDULLA BIN ADEL FAKHRO, MIN-
ISTER OF INDUSTRY AND COMMERCE

Bishop calls 
for peace amid 
regional tensions
TDT | Manama

His Excellency the Apos-
tolic Vicar of Northern 

Arabia, speaking as Bishop 
of Bahrain, issued a message 
of hope and encouragement 
to the people of the King-
dom amid the ongoing con-
flict in the Middle East.

Addressing His Majesty 
King Hamad bin Isa bin Sal-
man Al Khalifa, His Royal 
Highness Prince Salman 
bin Hamad bin Isa Al Khal-
ifa, the Crown Prince and 
Prime Minister, members 
of the government, citizens, 
and residents, the Bishop 
expressed solidarity on be-
half of the Catholic Chris-
tian community, including 
priests, religious men and 
women, and lay faithful.

The Bishop highlighted the 
important religious seasons: 
the holy month of Ramadan 
and the 40-day Christian ob-
servance of Lent.

Instructions meant to protect people and property
Mohammed Darwish
TDT | Manama

Bahrain has dealt with Ira-
nian aggressions by issuing 

rolling public statements to keep 
people informed and guide be-
haviour during what was de-
scribed as an exceptional period.

Shura Council member Ali Al 
Aradi said this in an interview 
with Bahrain TV.

Al Aradi said the Kingdom was 
acting with “high responsibility 
and transparency”, using succes-
sive updates to reassure citizens 

and residents and explain what 
to do as events unfold.

“The Kingdom of Bahrain, 
day by day, achieves great suc-
cesses,” he said. “These consec-
utive statements first provide 
citizens with the situation as it 
is, explaining how the situation 
is being dealt with.”

System
He said Bahrain has a nation-

al crisis-management system 
that was activated to handle the 
current conditions, feeding into 
decisions on schooling, remote 

work and food security.
Al Aradi said the aim was to 

keep services running and daily 
life moving.

“Bahrain is ready; this readi-
ness, which is part of the govern-
ment’s work programme and the 
plans of the relevant authorities, 

has been prepared in advance so 
that life can continue normally 
in Bahrain,” he said.

Duty
Al Aradi said public duty, for 

citizens and residents alike, is 
shown by sticking to instruc-
tions meant to protect people 
and property.

“The primary goal is the pro-
tection of the citizen and the 
resident. It also protects your 
way of life,” he said, urging peo-
ple to take guidance from official 
channels.

He said the Iranian aggres-
sions breached the United Na-
tions Charter and international 
law, and he expected a united 
response from the internation-
al community condemning the 
attacks and backing Gulf Co-op-
eration Council states.

War
“It is not acceptable for a state 

to thus attack peaceful, stable 
countries that have not taken 
any action against Iran, nor have 
they entered into war against it,” 
he said.

“The primary goal 
is the protection 
of the citizen and 

the resident. It also 
protects your way of 

life.” 
—  ALI AL ARADI, SHURA COUNCIL 

MEMBER 
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‘I’d beat my chest with pride’
H.E. UK Ambassador Alastair Long applauds Bahrain’s defense efforts

Ashen Tharaka 
TDT | Manama

The British Ambassador to 
Bahrain, His Excellency 
Alastair Long, expressed 

strong admiration for Bahrain’s 
response to the current regional 
security tensions, praising the 
Kingdom’s preparedness, crisis 
management, and defensive ca-
pabilities.

Speaking during a virtual 
press conference with members 
of the media, the ambassador 
commended Bahrain’s author-
ities for their professionalism 
and the effectiveness of their 
response in safeguarding the 
country and its residents.

“If I were a Bahraini, I would 
be beating my chest with pride 
for what my countryfolk are do-
ing to protect and keep the peo-
ple of Bahrain safe,” Ambassador 
Long said.

Preparedness
The Ambassador highlighted 

the remarkable level of prepar-
edness demonstrated by Bah-
raini authorities, noting that the 
Kingdom’s ability to respond 
swiftly and effectively is the re-
sult of long-term planning and 
investment.  

“Bahrain has invested heavily 

in preparation, whether in crisis 
management systems, defen-
sive capabilities, or civil defense 
professionalism. What we are 

seeing now is the result of that 
preparation,” he said.

Communication  
H.E. Ambassador Long also 

commended Bahrain’s author-
ities for maintaining clear and 
effective communication with 
the public during the crisis.

He noted that the govern-
ment’s efforts to provide timely 
information and guidance have 
helped prevent panic and main-
tain public confidence. 

“In moments like this, people 
tend to panic when they don’t 
have answers. The Bahraini au-
thorities have done an excellent 
job communicating with the 

public and ensuring the situ-
ation remains under control,” 
he said.

The Ambassador added that 
these communication systems, 
developed over time, are proving 
highly effective in reassuring 
residents and managing public 
sentiment.

Safety
Addressing concerns regard-

ing foreign nationals in Bahrain, 
the Ambassador confirmed that 
British citizens in the Kingdom 
have been advised to register 
their presence with the embassy 
and remain in contact with con-
sular services if needed. 

He noted that many British 
nationals have chosen to remain 
in Bahrain and follow the guid-
ance of local authorities.

“Sheltering in place and fol-
lowing the advice of the Bahraini 
authorities is a very viable op-
tion. The chances of coming to 
harm are extremely small, par-
ticularly because of the extraor-
dinary job Bahrain’s authorities 
are doing,” he said.

While some individuals have 
left the country via the King 
Fahd Causeway, the Ambassador 
emphasised that departures are 
voluntary and there is currently 
no need for organized evacu-
ation. 

The Ambassador reiterated 
that the United Kingdom’s in-
volvement in the regional situ-
ation remains strictly defensive.

He confirmed that the UK is 
providing defensive support to 
allies in the region, including 
through aerial monitoring and 
counter-drone efforts.

“Our posture is defensive. We 
are supporting our allies and 
working to intercept incoming 
threats where necessary,” he 
said. 

He also noted that the UK con-
tinues to review additional ways 
to support regional partners 
while ensuring stability. 

Cooperation
The Ambassador highlighted 

the long history of security co-
operation between the United 
Kingdom and Bahrain.

Over the years, both nations 
have worked closely on defense 
training, strategic planning, and 
security coordination.

This partnership, he said, has 
contributed to Bahrain’s strong 
ability to respond effectively 
during crises.

“Some of the experience and 
advice shared over the years has 
been part of our cooperation, 
but the credit goes to Bahrain,” 
he said.

The British Ambassador speaks with members of the media during a virtual press 
conference

“Bahrain has 
invested heavily in 

preparation, whether 
in crisis management 

systems, defensive 
capabilities, or 

civil defense 
professionalism. 

What we are seeing 
now is the result of 
that preparation.” 

— H.E. ALASTAIR LONG, AMBASSADOR OF 
THE UNITED KINGDOM TO BAHRAIN

KNOW WHAT

Over the years, Bah-
rain and the UK have 
worked closely on de-

fense training, strategic 
planning, and security 

coordination.

Al Hilal Healthcare Group 
Continues Ramadan Tradition with 
Nationwide Iftar Kit Distribution

Pradeep Puravankara
TDT | Manama

Al Hilal Healthcare Group 
has officially launched its 

annual Ramadan outreach pro-
gram, reaffirming its commit-
ment to community support 
and corporate social respon-
sibility across the Kingdom of 
Bahrain.

Under the banner of the in-
itiative “AL HILAL CARES – A 
Helping Hand for the Needy,” 
the group is distributing Iftar 
kits near traffic signals adja-
cent to its ten branches across 
the Kingdom.

These kits, carefully packed 
with essential food items, are 
distributed shortly before sun-
set, ensuring that individuals 
who are working or commut-

ing during the Iftar hour can 
break their fast on time.

On Thursday, February 26, 
2026, a leadership team from 
the group personally led the 
distribution efforts at the Bu-
saiteen traffic signal.

Team
The team included Dr. Shar-

ath Chandran, Chief Executive 
Officer of Al Hilal Healthcare 
Group; Mr. Asif Mohammed, 
Vice President; Mr. Franco 
Francis, Muharraq Branch 
Head; and Mr. Sahal Jamalud-
heen, Finance Manager.

They were joined by several 
other dedicated staff members 
in the effort.

Reflecting on the long-stand-
ing tradition, Dr. Sharath 
Chandran, CEO of Al Hilal 

Healthcare Group, stated:
“During the COVID period, 

we started a campaign called 
Al Hilal Cares as a way to sup-
port our community. Since 
then, every year during Ram-
adan, our teams visit some 
of the busiest streets across 
Bahrain to distribute Iftar kits, 
ensuring that those who are 
on the road or working can 

break their fast on time. It is 
our small way of sharing the 
spirit of Ramadan and giving 
back to the community.”

Kits
Throughout the holy month, 

thousands of Iftar kits are be-
ing distributed daily by teams 
from all ten Al Hilal branches.

The group remains ded-
icated to expanding this in-
itiative in the coming years, 
reinforcing its role in com-
munity care that extends well 
beyond traditional healthcare  
services.

Al Hilal Healthcare Group 
extended its warmest wishes 
for a healthy and prosperous 
Ramadan Kareem to all resi-
dents and citizens in the King-
dom of Bahrain.

Al Hilal Healthcare Group officials with staff members

These kits, care-
fully packed with 

essential food items, 
are distributed shortly 
before sunset, ensur-
ing that individuals 

during the Iftar hour 
can break their fast on 

time.

Ramadan nights 
noticeably quieter 
across Bahrain
• After cancellation of 
majlis and iftar buffets 

Ghadeer Alkumaish 
TDT | Manama

This Ramadan feels differ-
ent for many residents in 

Bahrain, as several tradition-
al majlis gatherings and iftar 
buffets have been cancelled or 
postponed.

Known for its lively evenings 
filled with visits, conversations 
and community gatherings, 
the holy month has taken on a 
quieter tone this year.

For generations, Ramadan 
nights have been marked by 
open majlis where families, 
friends and neighbours gath-
er after iftar to socialise, ex-
change stories and strengthen 
social ties.

Gap
The absence of many of 

these gatherings has left a 
noticeable gap in the usual 
rhythm of the month.

With exclusive interviews 
Abdullah Omran said to The 
Daily Tribune the change has 
been felt by many who are used 
to the social nature of Rama-
dan nights.

“We are used to visiting maj-
lis almost every evening during 
Ramadan. It’s a tradition that 
brings people together, so this 
year feels a little sad without 
it,” he said.

However, Mohammed Ab-
dullah reflected on the special 
role of Ramadan majlis.

“The majlis are what allow 
us to see everyone, especial-
ly during busy times. Rama-
dan comes once a year, and 
it’s the chance to meet peo-
ple we might only see once a 
year. Now, not being able to 
see them is very sad,” he said.

Although many majlis and 
iftar gatherings have been can-
celled this year, Ramadan still 
brings people together in spirit.

Families are finding new 
ways to connect, neighbours 
are checking on each other, 
and the sense of community 
remains strong.

“We are used to 
visiting majlis 
almost every 

evening during 
Ramadan. It’s a 

tradition that brings 
people together, 

so this year feels a 
little sad without 

it.” 
— ABDULLAH OMRAN

Ramadan comes 
once a year, and it’s 
the chance to meet 

people we might 
only see once a year. 
Now, not being able 
to see them is very 

sad.” 
— MOHAMMED ABDULLAH 
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Stocks, oil climb as war stirs volatility
AFP | London

Global stock markets rose 
and oil prices crept up 
further yesterday as the 

Middle East war entered its 
sixth day, with energy supplies 
constrained and investors as-
sessing levels of volatility.

European markets climbed 
for a second straight day follow-
ing gains in Asia, where stocks 
rebounded from three days of 
declines.

Joshua Mahony, chief mar-
ket analyst at Scope Markets, 
said there had been gains across 
all categories, suggesting that 
investors were “dip buying”, 
where they purchase stocks af-
ter a slump in the hope they will 
recover value.

Global markets have been 
thrown into turmoil this week 
after the United States and Is-
rael began strikes against Iran 
on Saturday, killing its supreme 
leader and sparking a wave of re-
taliatory attacks across the Gulf.

Tehran also effectively shut 
down the Strait of Hormuz, 
through which a fifth of the 
world’s crude and considerable 
supplies of liquefied natural gas 
travel, sending prices soaring.

Both main oil  contracts 
climbed around two percent 
yesterday and are up around 14 
percent from Friday, stoking the 
chance of a fresh spike in infla-
tion and dealing a blow to hopes 
for lower interest rates.

“The geopolitical situation 

is clearly moving fast, and oil 
prices are moving up again,” said 
Jim Reid, managing director at 
Deutsche Bank.

“That comes as both the US 
and Iran have made clear they 
aren’t backing down.”

Europe’s central bankers, 
meanwhile, played down fears 
of lasting economic damage but 

conceded that a longer conflict 
could lead to higher inflation.

“Financial stability is not at 
risk, I can say that very clearly,” 
said Bank of France governor 
Francois Villeroy de Galhau, 
adding that the conflict could 
bring “a bit more inflation and a 
bit less growth”.

Bundesbank President Joa-

chim Nagel suggested that if 
energy prices remained high it 
could lead to “higher inflation 
and weaker economic activity 
in the euro area”.

The war has touched as far 
afield as the Sri Lankan coast, 
where a US submarine torpe-
doed an Iranian warship, and 
Azerbaijan, which threatened 

retaliation after a drone hit an 
airport.

Concerns about how long 
the war will go on continued to 
weigh on markets, with Danish 
shipping giant Maersk saying it 
was suspending bookings in the 
Gulf until further notice.

China, fearing supply short-
ages, has asked its largest oil 
refiners to suspend exports of 
diesel and gasoline, according to 
a Bloomberg News report.

In Asia, Seoul led gains, with 
the Kospi soaring 12 percent at 
one point following an earlier 
collapse. Tokyo closed up almost 
two percent and Hong Kong and 
Shanghai also advanced.

National Australia Bank’s Ken 
Crompton said that oil trad-
ers were largely unmoved by 
US President Donald Trump’s 
pledge to protect ships passing 
through the Strait of Hormuz, 
which had provided a small 
glimmer of support Wednesday.

“The fact is it’s just not fea-
sible to reasonably protect all 
ships in the region,” he wrote, 
pointing out that Houthis in 
Yemen had carried out multiple 
attacks on ships in the past.

Iran’s Revolutionary Guards 
claimed “complete control” of 
the Strait, with reports of ad-
ditional vessels coming under 
attack Wednesday.

Energy intelligence firm Kpler 
said oil tanker transits through 
the Strait had dropped by 90 
percent from last week.

The price per litre of unleaded petrol and diesel fuels are pictured outside a Shell petrol station, in London

AI giants promise Trump to 
pay for increased energy needs
AFP | New York

Seven US tech giants at the 
forefront of artificial intel-

ligence committed Wednes-
day to offset the costs of their 
increased electricity needs 
through investments in energy 
infrastructure.

To develop and use AI, the 
main players in the sector use 
data centers, whose chips and 
servers consume a lot of elec-
tricity.

But installed energy capacity 
is not growing as fast as de-
mand, which has led to a sharp 
rise in electricity prices in many 
parts of the United States, a 
phenomenon that has become 
a campaign issue in the run-
up to the November midterm 
elections.

The tech companies prom-
ised to finance new capacity 
when a center is built and to 
cover any costs of upgrading 
the grid.

Data centers accounted for 
4.4 percent of total electrici-
ty consumption in the United 
States in 2023, according to the 
Department of Energy, which 

predicts that the proportion 
could reach as much as 12.0 
percent by 2028.

On Wednesday, the Trump 
administration announced that 
Google, Microsoft, Meta, Ora-
cle, xAI, OpenAI, and Amazon 
had agreed to the five princi-
ples of its plans to make the 
installation of new data centers 
a benefit to all.

President Donald Trump “is 

ensuring that data centers ad-
dress affordability and benefit 
ALL American households and 
businesses,” the White House 
Office of Science and Technol-
ogy Policy said in a post on X.

“Although electricity demand 
is increasing, Americans won’t 
be footing the bill,” it added.

The program also includes 
initiatives to recruit from local 
populations and offer training.

Chinese firms slam EU’s 
‘protectionist’ ‘Made in Europe’ plan
AFP | Brussels

A group representing Chi-
nese companies slammed 

an EU plan to bolster the bloc’s 
industries against fierce compe-
tition from China yesterday, la-
belling it a shift towards protec-
tionism that could affect trade 

cooperation between the two 
giants. Brussels has unveiled 
new rules for companies trying 
to access public funds in strate-
gic sectors including cars, green 
tech and steel, saying the firms 
must meet minimum thresh-
olds for EU-made parts.

“We express serious concern 

and opposition regarding cer-
tain provisions of the proposal 
that may have far-reaching im-
plications for market openness, 
fair competition, and China-EU 
economic and trade coopera-
tion,” the Chinese Chamber of 
Commerce to the EU (CCCEU) 
commented.

U.S. President Donald Trump holds up the Ratepayer Protection Pledge as U.S. 
Energy Secretary Chris Wright (L) looks after signing it during a roundtable 
meeting in the Indian Treaty Room at the White House

Google to 
open German 
centre for ‘AI 
development’

AFP | Berlin

Google will open an AI 
centre in Berlin yes-

terday, the latest sign of 
Europe’s deepening re-
liance on US firms in cut-
ting edge technologies de-
spite the continent’s stated 
aim to catch up with its  
rivals.

Germany’s ministry for 
digital affairs told AFP the 
centre will bring together 
cloud computing and data 
infrastructure, “AI devel-
opment” operations as well 
as a space for cooperation 
between start-ups and re-
search centres.

Europe is struggling to 
gain ground in the battle 
for AI dominance with the 
United States and China, 
which are pumping vast 
sums into the field and pro-
ducing the most advanced 
models underpinning the 
technology.

The Google project is part 
of a 5.5 billion euro ($6.4 
billion) investment drive 
into Europe’s top economy 
announced by the US tech ti-
tan in November, planned to 
include a new data centre.



Internet blackout leaves anxious Iranians in the dark
AFP | Tehran

Iran’s internet is still “around 
1 percent of ordinary levels”, 

monitor Netblocks said yes-
terday, leaving most Iranians 
struggling to access independent 
news or communicate with the 
outside world.

Iranian authorities shut off 
internet access on Saturday af-
ter Israel and the United States 
began air strikes, plunging the 
country into an information 
blackout.

“Iran’s internet blackout has 
now exceeded 120 hours with 
connectivity still flatlining 
around 1 percent of ordinary lev-
els,” internet monitor Netblocks 
said in a message posted on so-
cial media platform X yesterday.

Some Iranians are finding 
brief moments of the day when 
they are able to connect and 
send messages, while others 
have resorted to using illegal 
Starlink subscriptions, the Elon 

Musk-owned satellite-based in-
ternet provider.

Calls to Iran from overseas to 
mobile phones or landlines are 
near-impossible.

“The internet speed is very 
slow,” a Tehran resident said 
by message, asking to remain 
anonymous for security reasons. 
“You can’t call and voice messag-
es don’t get delivered. We can 
just text.”

Netblocks said that Iranian 
telecoms companies were now 
sending messages to “threat-
en users who try to connect to 
the global internet with legal 
action.”

Iran shut off the internet 
for several weeks during mass 
nation-wide protests in Jan-
uary and also cut it during a 
12-day war with Israel last  
June.

“The internet situation here 
is abysmal,” a resident in Bu-
kan in western Iran, who 
asked not to be named, said 

in a message. “It connects 
and disconnects. The connec-
tion is slow so the VPNs don’t  
work.”

In normal circumstances, Ira-
nians use VPNs to connect to 
Western internet services such 
as Instagram that are banned 
in Iran.

Others with working inter-
net connections are helping out 
others.

Shima, a 33-year-old in Teh-
ran, told AFP that she was help-
ing friends by sending news 
of life in the capital which has 
been hit by waves of missile and 
bombing strikes since Saturday.

“I need to call a lot of people, 
even strangers, on behalf of their 
families,” she said.

On Iran’s borders, weary 
travellers who are fleeing to 
safety said they had to travel 
without any internet connec-
tion or access to phone navi-
gation services such as Google  
Maps.
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War spirals with fresh strikes
Fresh strikes and retaliatory attacks push widening conflict across Middle East and beyond

• Israel strikes 
damage Tehran 
buildings, vehicles

• Iran expands 
regional attacks

• Global powers 
drawn into conflict

• Energy markets 
face disruption

• Strait of Hormuz 
shipping drops

• Civilian and military 
casualties rise

• Drone hits 
Azerbaijan airport, 
threatens retaliation

• At least 1,230 killed 
in Iran since Saturday

• Tourism devastated 
across Middle East

• Australia deploys 
aircraft, Canada 
considers involvement

AFP | Tehran

Israel yesterday launched a 
fresh wave of strikes on Iran, 
which stepped up its attacks 

on Gulf nations, as the Middle 
East war spread throughout the 
region and beyond.

A conflict sparked Saturday 
with US-Israeli attacks on Iran 
that killed supreme leader Aya-

tollah Ali Khamenei has rapidly 
escalated, engulfing the region 
and drawing in global powers, 
while snarling shipping and en-
ergy markets.

The war has touched as far 
afield as the Sri Lankan coast, 
where a US submarine torpedoed 
an Iranian warship, and Azerbai-
jan, which threatened retaliation 
after a drone hit an airport.

Azerbaijan warned the attack 
“will not go unanswered” and 
vowed “necessary retaliatory 
measures,” raising fears of an-
other country entering the fray.

On another front, Tehran said 
it had hit Iraq-based Kurdish 
groups, as the United States re-
portedly seeks to arm Iranian 
Kurdish groups to infiltrate Iran.

Australia deployed two mili-
tary aircraft to the theatre while 
Canada’s Prime Minister Mark 
Carney said he could not rule 
out his armed forces taking part 
in hostilities.

The war has also dragged in 
NATO member Turkey after al-
liance air defences destroyed a 
missile launched from Iran head-
ing towards Turkish airspace.

While a Turkish official said 
the missile appeared to have been 
aimed at a British base in Cyprus, 
Turkey summoned the Iranian 
ambassador over the incident.

 ‘I’m not afraid’ 
Following yesterday’s strikes 

on Tehran, AFPTV images showed 
blackened vehicles and mangled 
buildings, with smoke still rising 
from some.

A 30-year-old Tehran resident 
told AFP: “We’re going through a 
very important page of our histo-
ry and I’m not afraid.”

“Hope is the only thing that we 
have right now.”

An Iranian state-run founda-
tion said the death toll from US 
and Israeli strikes on the Islam-
ic republic has risen to 1,230, a 
toll AFP could not independently 
verify

Iranian media reported yes-
terday that a sports complex, 
football stadium, municipality 
building and shop fronts across 
Tehran were damaged in Israeli 
and US strikes on the city.

Israel’s Defence Minister Isra-
el Katz said his US counterpart 

Pete Hegseth had assured him 
of Washington’s firm backing 
for their joint military campaign 
against Iran and urged him to 
continue the operation “to the 
end”.

 ‘Catastrophic’ 
The war could usher in a “pro-

longed period of flux” for the 
global economy, warned Inter-
national Monetary Fund chief 
Kristalina Georgieva.

Iran’s powerful Revolutionary 
Guards have claimed the closure 
of the Strait of Hormuz, the Gulf 
chokepoint through which a fifth 
of the world’s crude oil flows, 
with oil tanker transits down 90 
percent, according to market in-
telligence firm Kpler.

A tanker in the waters off Ku-
wait suffered a “large explosion” 
that caused an oil spill, the Brit-
ish maritime security agency UK-
MTO reported.

According to Iranian state TV, 
Iran struck a US oil tanker in the 
Gulf with a missile, an incident 
that could not immediately be 
independently confirmed.

Facing energy shortages, South 
Korea said it was activating a 
$68-billion market stabilisation 
fund, while China reportedly told 
oil refiners to stop exporting die-
sel and gasoline.

With flights scrapped and trav-
ellers stranded or hastily repat-
riated, the war is also hammer-
ing tourism in a region that has 
become a prized destination for 
holidaymakers worldwide.

“My last group of tourists left 
three days ago, and all the oth-
er groups planned for March 
have been cancelled,” said Nazih 
Rawashdeh, a tour guide near 
Irbid, in northern Jordan.

“This is the start of the high 
season here. It’s catastrophic,” 
he said.

Israel tells Beirut suburb to evacuate
• Hezbollah 
stronghold Dahiyeh 
sees mass exodus

• 72 killed, 437 
wounded since Monday

AFP | Beirut

Israel issued an unprecedented 
evacuation warning yester-

day for the entirety of Beirut’s 
southern suburbs, a stronghold 
of Hezbollah, sending residents 
in the district of hundreds of 
thousands of people fleeing in a  
panic.

Lebanon was dragged into the 
conflict on Monday, when the 
Iran-backed armed group Hez-
bollah attacked Israel to avenge 
the killing of Iranian supreme 
leader Ayatollah Ali Khamenei 
in the US-Israeli strikes that 
launched the war.

Israel responded with air 

strikes and sent ground troops 
into some Lebanese border vil-
lages, and told residents of a 
large area of south Lebanon to 
leave in anticipation of military 
operations there.

In a message to the residents 
of Beirut’s southern suburbs, 
known as Dahiyeh, an Israeli 
military spokesman said: “Save 
your lives and evacuate your 
residences immediately.”

Such warnings typically fore-
shadow large-scale attacks, and 
massive traffic jams formed on 
the outskirts of the suburbs, 
as people fired guns in the air, 
urging locals to leave as soon as 
possible.

Earlier in the day, Israel said 
its forces had hit “several com-
mand centres belonging to the 
Hezbollah terrorist organisa-
tion” in south Beirut.

Lebanese authorities say at 
least 72 people have been killed, 
437 wounded and 83,000 dis-
placed from their homes since 
Monday.

Son of last shah says 
Iran clerics’ next leader 

will be illegitimate

AFP | Washington

The son of the last shah 
toppled in Iran’s 1979 

Islamic revolution said yes-
terday that whoever the cler-
ical government chooses to 
succeed the late Ayatollah 
Ali Khamenei will be ille-
gitimate.

Reza Pahlavi, who has 
positioned himself as an al-
ternative if the Islamic re-
public falls, said on social 
media that “victory is near” 
after Khamenei was killed 
last weekend as the United 
States and Israel launched 
the war.

“Any attempt to appoint a 
successor for him is pre-des-
tined to fail. Whomever is 
introduced... will lack legiti-
macy and will be considered 
an accomplice to the bloody 
record of this regime and 
its criminal leaders,” Pahlavi 
said.

Khamenei was Iran’s top 
leader since 1989, pursuing a 
hardline policy of repressing 
dissent at home, developing 
a contested nuclear program 
and confronting regional ri-
vals led by Israel.

Mojtaba Khamenei, the 
son of Khamenei, is among 

the contenders to succeed 
his father.

Pahlavi said it made no dif-
ference if the next supreme 
leader were “Mojtaba or 
Hassan” -- a reference to an-
other potential contender, 
Hassan Rouhani, the former 
president who was consid-
ered a moderate within the 
system and championed 
diplomacy with the United 
States.

Pahlavi, who lives in exile 
in the Washington area, has 
voiced hope for mass defec-
tions. He has said that he 
wants to be a transitional 
leader before a referendum 
is called to establish a secular  
democracy.

He urged Iranian security 
forces to “hand over power 
immediately and without 
violence.”

“Declare your allegiance 
to the nation’s Lion and Sun 
Revolution, and contribute 
to Iran’s stable and secure 
transition to a democratical-
ly elected national govern-
ment,” he said.

The lion was a symbol of 
the ousted monarchy while 
the sun has deep resonance 
in Iran’ pre-Islamic Zoroas-
trian tradition.

Motorists drive along an expressway as plumes of smoke rise after a strike in Tehran
People gather amid the debris of a destroyed building following airstrikes in Beirut’s southern suburbs of Ghobeiry 
neighbourhood

Mourners in the city of Kashan attend the funeral of those killed in the US-Israeli war with Iran

Gulf tensions escalate
Western embassy staff shelter as air defences intercept missiles and drones

• Drone debris injures 
six workers in Abu Dhabi

• Explosions reported 
in Doha, Dubai

AFP | Riyadh

Some Western embassy 
staff in Riyadh were told 
to shelter in place, diplo-

matic sources said yesterday, 
with drone debris injuring six 
people in Abu Dhabi as Iran 
pressed attacks across the  
Gulf.

The war in the Middle East has 
engulfed the otherwise stable 
Gulf region as Iran retaliates to 
US and Israeli strikes that killed 

its supreme leader, launching 
strikes at Israel, the wider region 
and beyond.

At least 13 people have been 
killed in the Gulf, including sev-
en civilians, since Iran began 
its attacks on Saturday. Wash-
ington said six US servicemen 
were killed, including four in  
Kuwait.

In addition to the shelter-in-
place order, a witness said the 
diplomatic quarter in the Saudi 
capital Riyadh had been closed 
off.

The witness and diplomats 
spoke on condition of anonymity 
to discuss the sensitive security 
matter.

Authorities in Abu Dhabi re-
sponded to falling debris at two 
sites in an industrial zone after 
air defences intercepted a drone, 

the emirate’s media office said.
Six Pakistani and Nepalese na-

tionals were injured, while the 
UAE later said its air defences 
detected seven ballistic missiles, 
intercepting six as one fell inside 
the country.

Fresh waves of explosions, 
most from interceptions, also 
rocked Dubai and Doha yester-
day.

In Doha, AFP journalists saw a 
plume of smoke rising from the 
Qatari capital and reported loud 
blasts across the city.

Qatar’s defence ministry said 
its forces intercepted 13 Irani-
an ballistic missiles yesterday, 
while one fell in Qatari wa-
ters, and four drones were also 
shot down, with no casualties  
reported.

Earlier, Qatari authorities said 

they were evacuating residents 
living near Doha’s US embassy.

The fresh salvos came hours 
after Qatari premier Sheikh Mo-
hammed bin Abdulrahman Al 
Thani lambasted Iran’s foreign 
minister, Abbas Araghchi,  dur-
ing a call.

The Qatari premier accused 
Iran of seeking to “harm its 
neighbours and drag them into 
a war that is not theirs”, accord-
ing to a statement from Qatar’s 
foreign ministry.

In Saudi Arabia, officials 
said they had intercepted three 
cruise missiles and several  
drones.

“Three cruise missiles were 
intercepted and destroyed out-
side the city of Al-Kharj,” the 
Saudi defence ministry posted  
on X.

A plume of smoke rises over buildings in Doha

Italy to send air-
defense aid to Gulf 
countries: PM
AFP | Rome

Italy will send air-defense 
assistance to Gulf coun-

tries hit by Iranian strikes 
launched in retaliation for 
US-Israeli attacks, Prime 
Minister Giorgia Meloni 
said yesterday.

Separately, Defense Min-
ister Guido Crosetto told 
parliament yesterday that 
Italy would send, along 
with France, Spain, and the 
Netherlands, naval assets to 
defend EU member Cyprus 
“in coming days.”

In an interview with RTL 
102.5 radio, Meloni said “It-
aly, like the UK, France and 
Germany, intends to send 
aid to the Gulf countries.

“We are clearly talking 
about defense, air defense, 
not just because they are 
friendly nations but because 
there are tens of thousands 
of Italians in that area and 
around 2,000 Italian soldiers 
that we must protect,” she  
added.

A woman holds a portrait of Reza Pahlavi, son of the last shah of Iran, 
during a “Freedom for Iran” protest in support of the Iranian people in 
New York



Internet blackout leaves anxious Iranians in the dark
AFP | Tehran

Iran’s internet is still “around 
1 percent of ordinary levels”, 

monitor Netblocks said yes-
terday, leaving most Iranians 
struggling to access independent 
news or communicate with the 
outside world.

Iranian authorities shut off 
internet access on Saturday af-
ter Israel and the United States 
began air strikes, plunging the 
country into an information 
blackout.

“Iran’s internet blackout has 
now exceeded 120 hours with 
connectivity still flatlining 
around 1 percent of ordinary lev-
els,” internet monitor Netblocks 
said in a message posted on so-
cial media platform X yesterday.

Some Iranians are finding 
brief moments of the day when 
they are able to connect and 
send messages, while others 
have resorted to using illegal 
Starlink subscriptions, the Elon 

Musk-owned satellite-based in-
ternet provider.

Calls to Iran from overseas to 
mobile phones or landlines are 
near-impossible.

“The internet speed is very 
slow,” a Tehran resident said 
by message, asking to remain 
anonymous for security reasons. 
“You can’t call and voice messag-
es don’t get delivered. We can 
just text.”

Netblocks said that Iranian 
telecoms companies were now 
sending messages to “threat-
en users who try to connect to 
the global internet with legal 
action.”

Iran shut off the internet 
for several weeks during mass 
nation-wide protests in Jan-
uary and also cut it during a 
12-day war with Israel last  
June.

“The internet situation here 
is abysmal,” a resident in Bu-
kan in western Iran, who 
asked not to be named, said 

in a message. “It connects 
and disconnects. The connec-
tion is slow so the VPNs don’t  
work.”

In normal circumstances, Ira-
nians use VPNs to connect to 
Western internet services such 
as Instagram that are banned 
in Iran.

Others with working inter-
net connections are helping out 
others.

Shima, a 33-year-old in Teh-
ran, told AFP that she was help-
ing friends by sending news 
of life in the capital which has 
been hit by waves of missile and 
bombing strikes since Saturday.

“I need to call a lot of people, 
even strangers, on behalf of their 
families,” she said.

On Iran’s borders, weary 
travellers who are fleeing to 
safety said they had to travel 
without any internet connec-
tion or access to phone navi-
gation services such as Google  
Maps.
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War spirals with fresh strikes
Fresh strikes and retaliatory attacks push widening conflict across Middle East and beyond

• Israel strikes 
damage Tehran 
buildings, vehicles

• Iran expands 
regional attacks

• Global powers 
drawn into conflict

• Energy markets 
face disruption

• Strait of Hormuz 
shipping drops

• Civilian and military 
casualties rise

• Drone hits 
Azerbaijan airport, 
threatens retaliation

• At least 1,230 killed 
in Iran since Saturday

• Tourism devastated 
across Middle East

• Australia deploys 
aircraft, Canada 
considers involvement

AFP | Tehran

Israel yesterday launched a 
fresh wave of strikes on Iran, 
which stepped up its attacks 

on Gulf nations, as the Middle 
East war spread throughout the 
region and beyond.

A conflict sparked Saturday 
with US-Israeli attacks on Iran 
that killed supreme leader Aya-

tollah Ali Khamenei has rapidly 
escalated, engulfing the region 
and drawing in global powers, 
while snarling shipping and en-
ergy markets.

The war has touched as far 
afield as the Sri Lankan coast, 
where a US submarine torpedoed 
an Iranian warship, and Azerbai-
jan, which threatened retaliation 
after a drone hit an airport.

Azerbaijan warned the attack 
“will not go unanswered” and 
vowed “necessary retaliatory 
measures,” raising fears of an-
other country entering the fray.

On another front, Tehran said 
it had hit Iraq-based Kurdish 
groups, as the United States re-
portedly seeks to arm Iranian 
Kurdish groups to infiltrate Iran.

Australia deployed two mili-
tary aircraft to the theatre while 
Canada’s Prime Minister Mark 
Carney said he could not rule 
out his armed forces taking part 
in hostilities.

The war has also dragged in 
NATO member Turkey after al-
liance air defences destroyed a 
missile launched from Iran head-
ing towards Turkish airspace.

While a Turkish official said 
the missile appeared to have been 
aimed at a British base in Cyprus, 
Turkey summoned the Iranian 
ambassador over the incident.

 ‘I’m not afraid’ 
Following yesterday’s strikes 

on Tehran, AFPTV images showed 
blackened vehicles and mangled 
buildings, with smoke still rising 
from some.

A 30-year-old Tehran resident 
told AFP: “We’re going through a 
very important page of our histo-
ry and I’m not afraid.”

“Hope is the only thing that we 
have right now.”

An Iranian state-run founda-
tion said the death toll from US 
and Israeli strikes on the Islam-
ic republic has risen to 1,230, a 
toll AFP could not independently 
verify

Iranian media reported yes-
terday that a sports complex, 
football stadium, municipality 
building and shop fronts across 
Tehran were damaged in Israeli 
and US strikes on the city.

Israel’s Defence Minister Isra-
el Katz said his US counterpart 

Pete Hegseth had assured him 
of Washington’s firm backing 
for their joint military campaign 
against Iran and urged him to 
continue the operation “to the 
end”.

 ‘Catastrophic’ 
The war could usher in a “pro-

longed period of flux” for the 
global economy, warned Inter-
national Monetary Fund chief 
Kristalina Georgieva.

Iran’s powerful Revolutionary 
Guards have claimed the closure 
of the Strait of Hormuz, the Gulf 
chokepoint through which a fifth 
of the world’s crude oil flows, 
with oil tanker transits down 90 
percent, according to market in-
telligence firm Kpler.

A tanker in the waters off Ku-
wait suffered a “large explosion” 
that caused an oil spill, the Brit-
ish maritime security agency UK-
MTO reported.

According to Iranian state TV, 
Iran struck a US oil tanker in the 
Gulf with a missile, an incident 
that could not immediately be 
independently confirmed.

Facing energy shortages, South 
Korea said it was activating a 
$68-billion market stabilisation 
fund, while China reportedly told 
oil refiners to stop exporting die-
sel and gasoline.

With flights scrapped and trav-
ellers stranded or hastily repat-
riated, the war is also hammer-
ing tourism in a region that has 
become a prized destination for 
holidaymakers worldwide.

“My last group of tourists left 
three days ago, and all the oth-
er groups planned for March 
have been cancelled,” said Nazih 
Rawashdeh, a tour guide near 
Irbid, in northern Jordan.

“This is the start of the high 
season here. It’s catastrophic,” 
he said.

Israel tells Beirut suburb to evacuate
• Hezbollah 
stronghold Dahiyeh 
sees mass exodus

• 72 killed, 437 
wounded since Monday

AFP | Beirut

Israel issued an unprecedented 
evacuation warning yester-

day for the entirety of Beirut’s 
southern suburbs, a stronghold 
of Hezbollah, sending residents 
in the district of hundreds of 
thousands of people fleeing in a  
panic.

Lebanon was dragged into the 
conflict on Monday, when the 
Iran-backed armed group Hez-
bollah attacked Israel to avenge 
the killing of Iranian supreme 
leader Ayatollah Ali Khamenei 
in the US-Israeli strikes that 
launched the war.

Israel responded with air 

strikes and sent ground troops 
into some Lebanese border vil-
lages, and told residents of a 
large area of south Lebanon to 
leave in anticipation of military 
operations there.

In a message to the residents 
of Beirut’s southern suburbs, 
known as Dahiyeh, an Israeli 
military spokesman said: “Save 
your lives and evacuate your 
residences immediately.”

Such warnings typically fore-
shadow large-scale attacks, and 
massive traffic jams formed on 
the outskirts of the suburbs, 
as people fired guns in the air, 
urging locals to leave as soon as 
possible.

Earlier in the day, Israel said 
its forces had hit “several com-
mand centres belonging to the 
Hezbollah terrorist organisa-
tion” in south Beirut.

Lebanese authorities say at 
least 72 people have been killed, 
437 wounded and 83,000 dis-
placed from their homes since 
Monday.

Son of last shah says 
Iran clerics’ next leader 

will be illegitimate

AFP | Washington

The son of the last shah 
toppled in Iran’s 1979 

Islamic revolution said yes-
terday that whoever the cler-
ical government chooses to 
succeed the late Ayatollah 
Ali Khamenei will be ille-
gitimate.

Reza Pahlavi, who has 
positioned himself as an al-
ternative if the Islamic re-
public falls, said on social 
media that “victory is near” 
after Khamenei was killed 
last weekend as the United 
States and Israel launched 
the war.

“Any attempt to appoint a 
successor for him is pre-des-
tined to fail. Whomever is 
introduced... will lack legiti-
macy and will be considered 
an accomplice to the bloody 
record of this regime and 
its criminal leaders,” Pahlavi 
said.

Khamenei was Iran’s top 
leader since 1989, pursuing a 
hardline policy of repressing 
dissent at home, developing 
a contested nuclear program 
and confronting regional ri-
vals led by Israel.

Mojtaba Khamenei, the 
son of Khamenei, is among 

the contenders to succeed 
his father.

Pahlavi said it made no dif-
ference if the next supreme 
leader were “Mojtaba or 
Hassan” -- a reference to an-
other potential contender, 
Hassan Rouhani, the former 
president who was consid-
ered a moderate within the 
system and championed 
diplomacy with the United 
States.

Pahlavi, who lives in exile 
in the Washington area, has 
voiced hope for mass defec-
tions. He has said that he 
wants to be a transitional 
leader before a referendum 
is called to establish a secular  
democracy.

He urged Iranian security 
forces to “hand over power 
immediately and without 
violence.”

“Declare your allegiance 
to the nation’s Lion and Sun 
Revolution, and contribute 
to Iran’s stable and secure 
transition to a democratical-
ly elected national govern-
ment,” he said.

The lion was a symbol of 
the ousted monarchy while 
the sun has deep resonance 
in Iran’ pre-Islamic Zoroas-
trian tradition.

Motorists drive along an expressway as plumes of smoke rise after a strike in Tehran
People gather amid the debris of a destroyed building following airstrikes in Beirut’s southern suburbs of Ghobeiry 
neighbourhood

Mourners in the city of Kashan attend the funeral of those killed in the US-Israeli war with Iran

Gulf tensions escalate
Western embassy staff shelter as air defences intercept missiles and drones

• Drone debris injures 
six workers in Abu Dhabi

• Explosions reported 
in Doha, Dubai

AFP | Riyadh

Some Western embassy 
staff in Riyadh were told 
to shelter in place, diplo-

matic sources said yesterday, 
with drone debris injuring six 
people in Abu Dhabi as Iran 
pressed attacks across the  
Gulf.

The war in the Middle East has 
engulfed the otherwise stable 
Gulf region as Iran retaliates to 
US and Israeli strikes that killed 

its supreme leader, launching 
strikes at Israel, the wider region 
and beyond.

At least 13 people have been 
killed in the Gulf, including sev-
en civilians, since Iran began 
its attacks on Saturday. Wash-
ington said six US servicemen 
were killed, including four in  
Kuwait.

In addition to the shelter-in-
place order, a witness said the 
diplomatic quarter in the Saudi 
capital Riyadh had been closed 
off.

The witness and diplomats 
spoke on condition of anonymity 
to discuss the sensitive security 
matter.

Authorities in Abu Dhabi re-
sponded to falling debris at two 
sites in an industrial zone after 
air defences intercepted a drone, 

the emirate’s media office said.
Six Pakistani and Nepalese na-

tionals were injured, while the 
UAE later said its air defences 
detected seven ballistic missiles, 
intercepting six as one fell inside 
the country.

Fresh waves of explosions, 
most from interceptions, also 
rocked Dubai and Doha yester-
day.

In Doha, AFP journalists saw a 
plume of smoke rising from the 
Qatari capital and reported loud 
blasts across the city.

Qatar’s defence ministry said 
its forces intercepted 13 Irani-
an ballistic missiles yesterday, 
while one fell in Qatari wa-
ters, and four drones were also 
shot down, with no casualties  
reported.

Earlier, Qatari authorities said 

they were evacuating residents 
living near Doha’s US embassy.

The fresh salvos came hours 
after Qatari premier Sheikh Mo-
hammed bin Abdulrahman Al 
Thani lambasted Iran’s foreign 
minister, Abbas Araghchi,  dur-
ing a call.

The Qatari premier accused 
Iran of seeking to “harm its 
neighbours and drag them into 
a war that is not theirs”, accord-
ing to a statement from Qatar’s 
foreign ministry.

In Saudi Arabia, officials 
said they had intercepted three 
cruise missiles and several  
drones.

“Three cruise missiles were 
intercepted and destroyed out-
side the city of Al-Kharj,” the 
Saudi defence ministry posted  
on X.

A plume of smoke rises over buildings in Doha

Italy to send air-
defense aid to Gulf 
countries: PM
AFP | Rome

Italy will send air-defense 
assistance to Gulf coun-

tries hit by Iranian strikes 
launched in retaliation for 
US-Israeli attacks, Prime 
Minister Giorgia Meloni 
said yesterday.

Separately, Defense Min-
ister Guido Crosetto told 
parliament yesterday that 
Italy would send, along 
with France, Spain, and the 
Netherlands, naval assets to 
defend EU member Cyprus 
“in coming days.”

In an interview with RTL 
102.5 radio, Meloni said “It-
aly, like the UK, France and 
Germany, intends to send 
aid to the Gulf countries.

“We are clearly talking 
about defense, air defense, 
not just because they are 
friendly nations but because 
there are tens of thousands 
of Italians in that area and 
around 2,000 Italian soldiers 
that we must protect,” she  
added.

A woman holds a portrait of Reza Pahlavi, son of the last shah of Iran, 
during a “Freedom for Iran” protest in support of the Iranian people in 
New York



Sri Lanka takes control of Iranian 
ship fearing new US sub attack
AFP | Colombo

Sri Lanka has offloaded crew 
of an Iranian navy vessel 

and assumed countrol of it, the 
South Asian nation’s president 
said Thursday, a day after a 
deadly US submarine attack on 
another ship.

President Anura Kumara 
Dissanayake said in a televised 
address that his country’s navy 
had offloaded 208 sailors from 
the IRIS Bushehr, which had 
requested port entry due to en-
gine trouble.

The Bushehr, like the ship 
torpedoed off Sri Lanka’s 
southern coast on Wednesday, 
the IRIS Dena, had recently par-

ticipated in a naval exercise in 
eastern India, Dissanayake said.

At least 84 sailors were killed 
in the torpedo attack, which 
was the first military strike far 
outside the Middle East region 
since the United States and Is-
rael launched their war on Iran.

Iran’s Foreign Minister Ab-
bas Araghchi on Thursday de-
nounced the attack and warned 
Washington it would “bitter-
ly regret” establishing such a 
precedent.

Dissanayake said his country 
was “not taking sides in this 
conflict”.

“But while maintaining our 
neutrality we are taking action 
to save lives,” he said.

“No person should die in a 
war like this. Every life is equal-
ly precious.”

The Bushehr was close to Co-
lombo, the nation’s main sea-
port, but it will not be anchored 
there due to the risk to mer-
chant shipping, the president 
said, noting possible increases 
in insurance rates.

The ship will therefore be 
taken to the smaller Trinco-
malee port on the north-east-
ern side of the island, he said.

Meanwhile in the southern 
port city of Galle, where the 
recovered bodies of the 84 Ira-
nian sailors were taken, author-
ities began an inquest into the 
deaths.

More flights take off 
despite continued fighting

• More than 100 flights 
depart UAE as airspace 
partially reopens

AFP | Paris

Fewer commercial flights 
were cancelled yesterday 

in the Middle East despite con-
tinued military strikes, with 
more than 100 flights taking off 
from the United Arab Emirates, 
according to a specialist data  
firm.

Airports in the United Arab 
Emirates and Qatar are major 
hubs for travel between Europe 
and Asia, so the closure of the 
region’s airspace quickly left 
tens of thousands of travellers 
stranded.

Cirium, a company specialis-
ing in aviation sector data, said 

87 flights took off yesterday 
from Dubai’s international air-
port, the world’s second-largest 
airport by passengers, and 15 
from Abu Dhabi.

Another 60 f l ights  left 
Oman’s capital Muscat.

However, no flights left the 
airports in Bahrain, Kuwait and 
Qatar.

Cirium said that the 43.1 per-
cent of flights across the region 
were cancelled yesterday.

That is down from 61 percent 
on Wednesday, and more than 
65 percent between Sunday and 
Tuesday.

Among the aircraft leaving 
Dubai were the super jumbo 
A380s flown by flag carri-
er Emirates.

Other Emirates A380s re-
turned from abroad, including 
from destinations such as Los 
Angeles.

“With the limited re-opening 

of airspace, Emirates is operat-
ing a reduced flight schedule 
until further notice,” the airline 
said on its website.

It added that customers with 
earlier bookings were being 
given priority to reserve new 
flights.

According to the flight 
tracking website FlightRa-
dar24, flights departing from 
the United Arab Emirates 
were heading south to keep 
its distance from the Gulf and  
Iran.

Qatar Airways, whose regular 
operations are suspended until 
further notice, said yesterday 
it would carry out a limited 
number of repatriation flights 
for travellers stranded in the 
region.

It said it would operate flights 
from Muscat to London, Berlin 
and Rome, as well as from Ri-
yadh to Frankfurt.
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Emirates airline planes are parked on the tarmac at Dubai International Airport in Dubai

Trump seeks role in picking Iran’s leader
The US president compares Iran to Venezuela, where he ousted Maduro

• Trump Calls 
Khamenei’s son 
“unacceptable” and 
“lightweight”

• Wants someone 
to “bring harmony 
and peace”

• Unclear how 
US could influence 
clerical selection

AFP | Washington

US  P r e s i d e n t  D o n a l d 
Trump yesterday insist-
ed he should have a role 

in picking Iran’s next supreme 
leader after the killing of Aya-
tollah Ali Khamenei, whose son 
he said he found unacceptable.

“Khamenei’s son is a light-
weight. I have to be involved 
in the appointment, like with 
Delcy,” Trump told Axios in an 
interview, drawing a compari-
son to Venezuela, where inter-
im president Delcy Rodriguez 
has cooperated with him un-
der threat of violence after the 

United States ousted her boss, 
Nicolas Maduro.

Trump told the news outlet 
that the United States would 
likely return to war within five 
years without a favorable leader 
in Iran.

“Khamenei’s son is unaccept-
able to me. We want someone 
that will bring harmony and 
peace to Iran,” Trump was quot-
ed saying by the news outlet.

It was unclear in what way 
Trump would be able to take a 

role in the Islamic republic’s se-
lection of a new supreme leader, 
a decision made by an assembly 
of senior Shiite Muslim clerics 
mostly staunchly opposed to the 
United States. Trump was raised 
a Presbyterian.

But his remarks imply a will-
ingness to work with someone 
from within the Islamic republic 
rather than seek to topple the 
government, which has been 
a sworn enemy of the United 
States since the 1979 Islamic rev-
olution toppled the pro-Western 
shah.

The late shah’s son, Reza Pahl-
avi, has proposed that he return 
as a transitional figure before 
Iran drafts a new constitution 

as a secular democracy. Pahlavi 
earlier yesterday said that any 
new supreme leader within the 
Islamic republic would be ille-
gitimate.

Ali Khamenei, who ruled 
Iran since 1989 with hardline 
policies that included repres-
sion at home and confrontation 
with neighboring countries, 
was killed Saturday in an Israeli 
strike as Israel and the United 
States opened war.

His son, Mojtaba Khamenei, is 
considered one of the contend-
ers to succeed his father, who 
was only the second supreme 
leader after revolutionary leader 
Ayatollah Ruhollah Khomeini.

In Venezuela, Trump ordered 
a deadly January 3 attack in 
which US forces snatched Ma-
duro, a longtime US nemesis.

Rather than backing the oppo-
sition long championed by the 
United States, Trump has said 
he has been pleased by Rodri-
guez, who was Maduro’s vice 
president but has cooperated 
on key US demands, notably on 
benefiting oil companies.

She is doing so under Trump’s 
threat of violence if she does not 
do what he wants, particularly 
on access to natural resources.

Trump suggested he 
could work with some-
one from within Iran’s 
Islamic republic rather 
than seeking to topple 

the government, 
implying a willingness 

to engage with the 
regime he has long 

opposed

KNOW

BETTER

US President Donald Trump speaks during a roundtable at the Eisenhower Executive Office Building

A boy plays with his sheep next to an unexploded missile that landed in an open field on the outskirts of Qamishli, 
eastern Syria



ART WOODS FURNISHING has a vacancy 
for the occupation of CARPENTER, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 39685444 
or Moderngroupbh@gmail.comBH
AMAS VALET PARKING SERVICES CO W.L.L 
has a vacancy for the occupation of DRIVER, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
34112433 or SAIQAGHAURI@GMAIL.COM
ANDY MOON TRADING has a vacancy for the 
occupation of WORKER(SALES), suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 36277760 
or andymoontrading@gmail.com
Daffodils Restaurant W.L.L has a vacancy 
for the occupation of WAITER, suitably qual-
ified applicants can contact 17756786 or 
daffodills338@gmail.com
A - KARIM ALJAHROMI CONTRACTING 
COMPANY WLL has a vacancy for the oc-
cupation of DRIVER/OPERATOR(EARTH 
DRILLING MACHINE), suitably qualified ap-
plicants can contact 17831000 or akjcont@
gmail.com
INTERNATIONAL MARKETING COMPANY 
W.L.L CLEANTEC has a vacancy for the oc-
cupation of CLEANER (GENERAL), suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 36636640 
or HANANKHALAF84@GMAIL.COM
MARBL ARCH CLEANING has a vacancy for 
the occupation of CLEANER, suitably qual-
ified applicants can contact 32226699 or 
S.ALANAISI@GMAIL.COM
WUB CO W.L.L has a vacancy for the occu-
pation of OFFICE HELPER, suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 33729935 or WUB-
CO86@GMAIL.COM
al darwish towers cleaning Bahraini part-
nership company has a vacancy for the 
occupation of CLEANER, suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 17402651 or DAR-
WISH648@GMAIL.COM
TECHNO INDUSTRIAL SUPPORT CENTER 
W.L.L has a vacancy for the occupation of 
MECHANICAL TECHNICIAN, suitably qual-
ified applicants can contact 17272975 or 
TISC@BATELCO.COM.BH
TECHNO INDUSTRIAL SUPPORT CENTER 
W.L.L has a vacancy for the occupation of 
MECHANICAL TECHNICIAN, suitably qual-
ified applicants can contact 17272975 or 
TISC@BATELCO.COM.BH
TECHNO INDUSTRIAL SUPPORT CENTER 
W.L.L has a vacancy for the occupation of 
MECHANICAL TECHNICIAN, suitably qual-
ified applicants can contact 17272975 or 
TISC@BATELCO.COM.BH
ABU HAMDAN RESTAURANT has a vacancy 
for the occupation of COOK(ASSISTANT), 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
66535714 or SHAHIDBUTT2582@GMAIL.
COM
K S R FRUITS AND VEGETABLES W.L.L has 
a vacancy for the occupation of CASHIER, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
33803467 or AHMADABDULSAMAD574@
GMAIL.COM
JANNAH RESTAURANT has a vacancy for 
the occupation of WORKER(GRILLING), 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
33324333 or cookhouse08@gmail.com
ABDULAZIZ ALSAYED TRADING & CON-
TRACTING W.L.L. has a vacancy for the 
occupation of SERVICEMAN, suitably qual-
ified applicants can contact 33747598 or 
AHMEDALSAYED88@HOTMAIL.COM
ITHIBAT CONTRACTING EST . has a vacancy 
for the occupation of DRAFTSMAN, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 39444923 
or bigbossvip911@gmail.com
LEGEND TRADING W.L.L has a vacancy for 
the occupation of PACKER, suitably quali-
fied applicants can contact 17311146 or BIG-
BOSSVIP911@GMAIL.COM
EVER FINE TRADING W.L.L has a vacancy 
for the occupation of SALESMAN, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 39151200 
or GEEPASBAHRAIN@GMAIL.COM
OLIVE HOTEL has a vacancy for the occupa-
tion of MASSEUR, suitably qualified appli-
cants can contact 17251444 or NAMALCO@
BATELCO.COM.BH
SwISS BELHOTEL SEEF W.L.L. has a vacan-
cy for the occupation of AUDITOR, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 17555527 
or hrmsbse@swiss-belhotel.com
FAISAL AL TAHOO CLEANING CONTRACT 
has a vacancy for the occupation of CLEAN-
ER, suitably qualified applicants can contact 
39690005 or FALTAHOO.MANAGEMENT@
OUTLOOK.COM
Bahrain Electromechanical Services Co. 
W.L.L. has a vacancy for the occupation of 

ELECTRICIAN, suitably qualified applicants 
can contact 17536275 or BEMCO@BATEL-
CO.COM.BH
AL HANADI BAKER has a vacancy for the 
occupation of BAKER(GENERAL), suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 17214915 
or ALHANADI8@GMAIL.COM
DELTA STAINLESS STEEL CO. W.L.L has a 
vacancy for the occupation of WORKER(-
SALES), suitably qualified applicants can 
contact 17874544 or DELTASAMA2020@
GMAIL.COM
MAGNIUM ENTERPRISES CO.W.L.L. has a 
vacancy for the occupation of CLEANER, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
17832244 or per121@alkhalidiagroup.com
PANORAMA CONTRACTING & ENGINEER-
ING SERVI has a vacancy for the occupation 
of SCAFFOLDER, suitably qualified appli-
cants can contact 17729935 or AHMED@
PANORAMABH.COM
DOWNTOWN ROTANA HOTEL W.L.L has a 
vacancy for the occupation of RECEPTION-
IST, suitably qualified applicants can con-
tact 17110196 or gro.majestic@rotana.com
ALHaddad Motors has a vacancy for the 
occupation of SUPERVISOR FOR OPERA-
TIONS, suitably qualified applicants can 
contact 17785999 or ammar@alhadd-
ad-mercedesbenz.com
PLANNERS GROUP INTERNATIONAL has a 
vacancy for the occupation of SCAFFOLD-
ER, suitably qualified applicants can contact 
17532010 or m.vishal@exibah.com
GARAGE FUJI has a vacancy for the occu-
pation of MECHANIC(MOTOR-VEHICLE), 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
33084448 or ALQUBAITI.M@GMAIL.COM
LUCKY ALNOOR CONTRACTING W.L.L has 
a vacancy for the occupation of WORKER(-
CONSTRUCTION), suitably qualified appli-
cants can contact 33461761 or MAJAD-
JAVED12@GMAIL.COM
FARHAN TOWER W.L.L has a vacancy for the 
occupation of ROOM ATTENDANT, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 16636500 
or FARHANTOWER1@GAMIL.COM
GULF TOBACCO COMPANY. W.L.L has a va-
cancy for the occupation of ELECTRONICS 
TECHNICIAN, suitably qualified applicants 
can contact 39999746 or zahra.fadhul@
gtc-bh.com
alsaleheya coldstore has a vacancy for the 
occupation of SALESMAN, suitably qual-
ified applicants can contact 33391522 or 
BUAHMED182@GMAIL.COM
LUCKY ALNOOR CONTRACTING W.L.L has 
a vacancy for the occupation of WORKER(-
CONSTRUCTION), suitably qualified appli-
cants can contact 33461761 or MAJAD-
JAVED12@GMAIL.COM
DHL INTERNATIONAL B.S.C. has a vacancy 
for the occupation of MANAGER, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 17328393 
or husain.almajed@dhl.com
LUCKY ALNOOR CONTRACTING W.L.L has 
a vacancy for the occupation of WORKER(-
CONSTRUCTION), suitably qualified appli-
cants can contact 33461761 or MAJAD-
JAVED12@GMAIL.COM
NADEEM SAAB SALOON W.L.L has a vacan-
cy for the occupation of MANAGER, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 17716715 
or MASOODMJAWAD@GMAIL.COM
SAVILLS SALES W.L.L has a vacancy for 
the occupation of AGENT(COMMERCIAL), 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
17562860 or debbie.cochrane@savills.me
Wyndham Garden W.L.L. has a vacancy for 
the occupation of COOK(GENERAL), suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 66316666 
or mannai.hr@mannaitrading.com
AL AREEN LEISURE AND TOURISM CO THE 
LOST PARADISE OF DILMUN W.L.L has a 
vacancy for the occupation of ARTIST(DIS-
PLAY), suitably qualified applicants can 
contact 17845151 or ADNAN.ASLAM@
LPODWATERPARK.COM
Serene Psychiatry Hospital W.l.l has a 
vacancy for the occupation of SUPERVI-
SOR(INTERNAL WORKS), suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 17686060 or AB-
DULKARIME@YAHOO.COM
JOZ CONSTRUCTION has a vacancy for 
the occupation of CLEANER, suitably qual-
ified applicants can contact 39999887 or 
JOZGROUP@BATELCO.COM.BH
zion fabrication has a vacancy for the occu-
pation of WORKER(MAINTENANCEW).GEN-
ERAL, suitably qualified applicants can contact 
17685318 or UMNAYEF7812@OUTLOOK.COM
IF SHAYAN CARGO W.L.L has a vacancy for 
the occupation of ACCOUNTANTS, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 17756061 
or AYANKHAN359496@GMAIL.COM

GOLD ZONE JEWELLERY DESIGN has a 
vacancy for the occupation of JEWELRY 
GOLDSMITH (GENERAL), suitably quali-
fied applicants can contact 33229242 or 
BABALBASHIRDOCUMENTCLEARANCE@
GMAIL.COM
AWAN SPORTS AND TOYS has a vacancy 
for the occupation of SALESMAN, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 33481165 
or ALAWANTRADING51@GMAIL.COM
BURJ IFTIKHAR AC WORKSHOP W.L.L has 
a vacancy for the occupation of ELECTRI-
CAL WORKER, suitably qualified applicants 
can contact 34169404 or BURJMUHAM-
MAD786@GMAIL.COM
H L B CLEANING SERVICES has a vacancy 
for the occupation of WORKER(CONSTRUC-
TION), suitably qualified applicants can con-
tact 33539886 or SAMEER101SAM@GMAIL.
COM
ALSHABAB AUTO ELECTRICAL SERVICES 
has a vacancy for the occupation of WORK-
ER(MAINTENANCEW).GENERAL, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 17343134 
or MANASEK.CONST@GMAIL.COM
JEFF AUTO SERVICES W.L.L has a vacancy 
for the occupation of TECHNICIAN, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 39953658 
or jeffautobh@gmail.com
2010 CARS CLEANING has a vacancy for the 
occupation of MACHINIST, suitably qual-
ified applicants can contact 39848039 or 
MN.SAQR@YAHOO.COMM
PAK FRIENDLY MART W.L.L has a vacancy 
for the occupation of SALESMAN, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 38105132 
or NOMANAHMMED429@GMAIL.COM
DS SMART TOURISM ASSISTANCE SER-
VICES W.L.L has a vacancy for the occupa-
tion of CLEANER, suitably qualified appli-
cants can contact 35458472 or SAJJAD.
AKHTAR49@HOTMAIL.COM
NEWCASTLE CONSTRUCTION W.L.L has a 
vacancy for the occupation of GARDENER, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
17670885 or newcastle51280@gmail.com
LASER PRO MEDICAL CENTER W.L.L. has 
a vacancy for the occupation of SPECIAL-
ISED DOCTOR, suitably qualified applicants 
can contact 38396696 or LASERPRO.MED-
ICAL@GMAIL.COM
Alresaleh Bakery has a vacancy for the oc-
cupation of WORKER(SALES), suitably qual-
ified applicants can contact 36670006 or 
info@alkhoorgroup.com
CAKE WAVES W.L.L has a vacancy for the 
occupation of WORKER(SALES), suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 33993598 
or UNIONWORLDEST@GMAIL.COM
AZAD REPAIR OF ELECTRONIC W.L.L has a 
vacancy for the occupation of REPAIRMAN 
(GENERAL), suitably qualified applicants can 
contact 33099463 or MDAZAD33099463@
GMAIL.COM
TRABZON ISTANBUL RESTAURANT W.L.L 
has a vacancy for the occupation of COOK(-
GENERAL), suitably qualified applicants can 
contact 39995080 or rakib1985@gmail.com
MARQS CONTRACTING W.L.L has a vacan-
cy for the occupation of CONSTRUCTION 
WORKER, suitably qualified applicants can 
contact 33957953 or ROBINAKAUSAR@
MARQSBH.COM
CARAVAN JUICES W.L.L has a vacancy for 
the occupation of CHEF, suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 34664669 or CARA-
VANJUICES@OUTLOOK.COM
BAHRAIN SPECIAL TECHNICAL SERVICES 
STS CO. W.L.L has a vacancy for the occu-
pation of INSPECTOR, suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 17622082 or info@
BAHSTS.COM
Basma Security has a vacancy for the occu-
pation of SECURITY MAN, suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 17727676 or aqeel@
basma.com.bh
ALKHABBAZ KITCHEN has a vacancy for the 
occupation of COOK(ASSISTANT), suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 17596061 
or alkhabbazkitchen@gmail.com
LOTUS HOTEL has a vacancy for the occupa-
tion of SUPERVISOR, suitably qualified ap-
plicants can contact 17251444 or NAMAL-
CO@BATELCO.COM.BH
ALSHAIMA STAR CLEANING CONSTRUC-
TION has a vacancy for the occupation of 
CLEANER, suitably qualified applicants can 
contact 17422260 or ALSHAIMA.STAR@
GMAIL.COM
NASS MECHANICAL CONTRACTING COM-
PANY W.L.L. has a vacancy for the occupa-
tion of FITTER, suitably qualified applicants 
can contact 17725522 or yousif@aanass.net
Havelock One Interiors WLL has a vacancy 
for the occupation of CARPENTER, suitably 

qualified applicants can contact 17832030 
or hamida.alhubail@havelockone.com
Saleh Abdulla Kameshki & Sons B.S.C (c) 
has a vacancy for the occupation of PAINT-
ER, suitably qualified applicants can contact 
17250627 or admin01@kameshki.com
GOLDEN DIYAR SERVICES has a vacancy for 
the occupation of HOUSEKEEPER, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 17530670 
or BURASHEDDOCUMENT@YAHOO.COM
BE SPORT SWEAR has a vacancy for the 
occupation of TAILOR, suitably qualified ap-
plicants can contact 39886050 or MOHAM-
MED_13_17@HOTMAIL.COM
LUCKY ALNOOR CONTRACTING W.L.L has 
a vacancy for the occupation of WORKER(-
CONSTRUCTION), suitably qualified appli-
cants can contact 33461761 or MAJAD-
JAVED12@GMAIL.COM
LUCKY ALNOOR CONTRACTING W.L.L has 
a vacancy for the occupation of WORKER(-
CONSTRUCTION), suitably qualified appli-
cants can contact 33461761 or MAJAD-
JAVED12@GMAIL.COM
Mohsan Iqbal Construction Co.W.L.L has 
a vacancy for the occupation of WORKER(-
CONSTRUCTION).GENERAL, suitably qual-
ified applicants can contact 36197711 or 
MOHSIN_IQBAL111@YAHOO.COM
ANS ARTISAN PATISSERIE W.L.L has a va-
cancy for the occupation of DRIVER, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 34440647 
or A_K_A_A@HOTMAIL.COM
JASMINE AND TULIP MANAGEMENT CON-
SULTANCY W.L.L has a vacancy for the oc-
cupation of OFFICE HELPER, suitably qual-
ified applicants can contact 35304088 or 
DATAOFMINE4321@GMAIL.COM
ALMOAYYED SECURITY has a vacancy 
for the occupation of SECURITY GUARD, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
17400407 or proffice@almoayyedcg.com
ALKHABBAZ KITCHEN has a vacancy for the 
occupation of COOK(VEGETABLES), suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 17596061 
or alkhabbazkitchen@gmail.com
MASTERSLICE FOOD COMPANY W.L.L has 
a vacancy for the occupation of COFFEE 
SERVER, suitably qualified applicants can 
contact 34335633 or ARJUNMURALI333@
GMAIL.COM
Jasr Almuharraq computers has a vacancy 
for the occupation of SALESMAN, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 37771035 
or gateway.vly@gmail.com
SAEED YUSUF ISA YUSUF RABEEA AL-
TAMIMI (194793) has a vacancy for the oc-
cupation of CONSULTANT, suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 33656333 or YU-
SUFTAMIMIBH@GMAIL.COM
MAHDI AHMED ALI SALMAN/SURUQ 
ALKHAIR- 9902 has a vacancy for the oc-
cupation of SEAMAN, suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 33331855 or mahdi-
ahmedali75@gmail.com
KHALIL MUGHAL GARAGE has a vacancy 
for the occupation of ELECTRICIAN, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 66535714 
or HAHIDBUTT2582@GMAIL.COM
AL SABBAGH TRANSPORT Co. W.l.l has a 
vacancy for the occupation of HEAVY DRIV-
ER, suitably qualified applicants can contact 
17725128 or info@alsabbaghtransport.com
CNL W.L.L has a vacancy for the occupation 
of DRIVER, suitably qualified applicants can 
contact 33888886 or HAMAD@SPECTRU-
MOILFIELD.COM
ROCKWELL CONSTRUCTIONS W.L.L has a 
vacancy for the occupation of OFFICE AS-
SISTANT, suitably qualified applicants can 
contact 37200500 or INFO@ROCKWELLBH.COM
Saleh Abdulla Kameshki & Sons B.S.C (c) 
has a vacancy for the occupation of SCAF-
FOLDER, suitably qualified applicants can 
contact 17250627 or admin01@kameshki.com
M L DELMON SALON W.L.L has a vacan-
cy for the occupation of BARBER, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 36475117 
or RSMANIKSEN@GMAIL.COM
LAZEEM ALDARB TEA has a vacancy for the 
occupation of COOK(GENERAL), suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 37767576 
or LAWYERK.ALDOSSERY@GMAIL.COM
JIVAN CONTRACTING CO W.L.L has a va-
cancy for the occupation of FITTER, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 33301828 
or HA2500@YAHOO.COM
MAJESTIC HOTEL has a vacancy for the 
occupation of MASSEUR, suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 17510120 or INFO@
IMPERIALGROUPBH.COM
AL QALLAF PEST CONTROL AND CLEANING 
SERVICES has a vacancy for the occupation 
of PEST CONTROL WORKER, suitably qual-

ified applicants can contact 17643606 or 
info@qpest.net
NASS MECHANICAL CONTRACTING COM-
PANY W.L.L. has a vacancy for the occu-
pation of MECHANICAL HELPER, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 17725522 
or yousif@aanass.net
ALDALEEM CONTRACTING W.L.L. has a 
vacancy for the occupation of FOREMAN, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
17252256 or ALDALEEM@HOTMAIL.COM
Saleh Abdulla Kameshki & Sons B.S.C (c) 
has a vacancy for the occupation of WORK-
ER(CONSTRUCTION), suitably qualified ap-
plicants can contact 17250627 or admin01@
kameshki.com
K S R FRUITS AND VEGETABLES W.L.L has 
a vacancy for the occupation of SALESMAN, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
33803467 or AHMADABDULSAMAD574@
GMAIL.COM
SAHABAH AL TATWEER CONTRACTING has 
a vacancy for the occupation of OFFICE AS-
SISTANT, suitably qualified applicants can 
contact 33054999 or ADNANALOTAIWI@
YAHOO.COM
Arkan Itihad Development Co. W.L.L. has 
a vacancy for the occupation of DRIVER(-
FOOD DISTRIBUTION), suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 13300444 or HROF-
FICER@AIMSBAHRAIN.COM
CALMA MASSAGE & SPA has a vacancy for 
the occupation of CLEANER, suitably qual-
ified applicants can contact 66339986 or 
RUQAYAH86@GMAIL.COM
NASS MECHANICAL CONTRACTING COM-
PANY W.L.L. has a vacancy for the occu-
pation of MACHINIST, suitably qualified ap-
plicants can contact 17725522 or yousif@
aanass.net
NEBULA CONSULTANCY & SERVICES W.L.L 
has a vacancy for the occupation of SALES 
REPRESENTATIVE, suitably qualified ap-
plicants can contact 33301113 or fallaksh-
er96@gmail.com
ARABIAPEARL SERVICES CO.  W.L.L has 
a vacancy for the occupation of OFFICE 
ASSISTANT, suitably qualified applicants 
can contact 36893090 or CHHASSANHAS-
SAN538@GMAIL.COM
A J M KOOHEJI GROUP BSC CLOSED has 
a vacancy for the occupation of WORKER(-
MAINTENANCEW).GENERAL, suitably qual-
ified applicants can contact 66666564 or 
lmra@AJMKOOHEJI.COM
City Point Hotel W.L.L has a vacancy for the 
occupation of RECEPTIONIST, suitably qual-
ified applicants can contact 17500794 or 
ayman@sevenleisure.net
Modern Global Cleaning Co.W.l.l has a va-
cancy for the occupation of CLEANER, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
17211008 or AWALSERV@BATELCO.COM.
BH
NASS MECHANICAL CONTRACTING COM-
PANY W.L.L. has a vacancy for the occupa-
tion of STEEL FABRICATOR, suitably qual-
ified applicants can contact 17725522 or 
yousif@aanass.net
SAYYAR TRADING AGENCIES W.L.L has a 
vacancy for the occupation of WORKER(-
CONSTRUCTION).GENERAL, suitably qual-
ified applicants can contact 17290111 or 
OFFICE@SAYYAR.BH
NAJAH HAMZA MULLA EBRAHIM HILAL 
has a vacancy for the occupation of KITCH-
EN AIDE, suitably qualified applicants can 
contact 39695145 or NEWFLOWERRESTAU-
RANT@GMAIL.COM
POWER TECH DEVELOPMENT W.L.L has a 
vacancy for the occupation of TECHNICIAN, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
39279042 or gm@powertechdevelopment.com
ADETOLA COMBINED FACILITY W.L.L has 
a vacancy for the occupation of WORKER(-
MAINTENANCEW).GENERAL, suitably qual-
ified applicants can contact 35609260 or 
ISAIAHBH@GMAIL.COM
SADEQ MERZA AHMED ABDULLA has a 
vacancy for the occupation of FARMER, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
33007765 or SADIQMERZA7@GMAIL.COM
CHASKORI HANDI W.L.L has a vacancy for 
the occupation of COOK(GENERAL), suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 33731967 
or AHMADMUHAMMADAFTAB18@GMAIL.
COM
AL MAWATENEEN SPARE PARTS & ACCES-
SORIES has a vacancy for the occupation 
of OFFICE WORKER HELPER, suitably qual-
ified applicants can contact 66914266 or 
MAWATNEENFASHION@GMAIL.COM
BILNA GENERAL TRADING IMPORT & EX-
PORT W.L.L has a vacancy for the occupa-
tion of SALES WORKER, suitably qualified 

applicants can contact 33722305 or BUY-
USRA@GMAIL.COM
GHULAM AKBAR MANAGEMENT CONSUL-
TANCY W.L.L has a vacancy for the occupa-
tion of OFFICE WORKER HELPER, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 35304088 
or ZIDIMAHAR441@GMAIL.COM
EZZ ALIRAQ RESTAURANT. has a vacancy 
for the occupation of COOK(ASSISTANT), 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
37722287 or HAZAIQ77@GMAIL.COM
GOODLUCK MAINTENANCE SERVICES 
BAHRAINI PARTNERSHIP COMPANY has 
a vacancy for the occupation of WORKER(-
MAINTENANCEW).GENERAL, suitably qual-
ified applicants can contact 34340905 or 
ALEEMASGHAR577@GMAIL.COM
RISE & SHINE DOCUMENT CLEARANCE has 
a vacancy for the occupation of CLEANER, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
33437449 or SULMAN8675@GMAIL.COM
SOUTHLINK CONTRACTING CO W.L.L has 
a vacancy for the occupation of WORKER(-
MAINTENANCEW).GENERAL, suitably qual-
ified applicants can contact 39623401 or 
AH.PERSONAL.ORG1122@GMAIL.COM
ALESSAWEYAH MENS BARBER has a vacan-
cy for the occupation of BARBER, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 39881108 
or HUHUN888@YAHOO.COM
ALJOOD GATE RESTAURANT has a vacancy 
for the occupation of WAITER, suitably qual-
ified applicants can contact 34087129 or 
husain.ali.naser.ali@gmail.com
BRITISH LINE FASHIONS has a vacancy 
for the occupation of SALESMAN, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 33345415 
or A123AFTAB@HOTMAIL.COM
CAKE BOUQUET has a vacancy for the oc-
cupation of COOK(GENERAL), suitably qual-
ified applicants can contact 39314363 or 
cakebouquet@gmail.com
DEVI MANAGMENT CONSULTANCY W.L.L 
has a vacancy for the occupation of OFFICE 
HELPER, suitably qualified applicants can 
contact 36574942 or RAMANJENNY22@
GMAIL.COM
EAST LEMON LAUNDRY  W.L.L has a vacan-
cy for the occupation of WORKER(LAUN-
DRY), suitably qualified applicants can con-
tact 36150038 or KKHAWARPASHA804@
GMAIL.COM
First Choice Cleaning Services Co. W.L.L has 
a vacancy for the occupation of CLEANER, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
36491411 or choicefirst82@gmail.com
FRASCO SERVICES has a vacancy for the 
occupation of OFFICE WORKER HELPER, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
33833439 or FRASCO.SERVICE@GMAIL.
COM
H A CONSTRUCTION has a vacancy for the 
occupation of WORKER(CONSTRUCTION).
GENERAL, suitably qualified applicants 
can contact 34530350 or HAMDYWSF6@
GMAIL.COM
HUSN ALDIYAFA RESTAURANT AND BAK-
ERY  W.L.L has a vacancy for the occupation 
of COOK(ASSISTANT), suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 39991305 or MAD-
ANALBANBILI@GMAIL.COM
PAK BRILLIANT SERVICES W.L.L has a va-
cancy for the occupation of SUPERVISOR, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
33207095 or FAISALRAJA7095@GMAIL.
COM
PPGS INTERNATIONAL W.L.L has a vacancy 
for the occupation of SALES AGENT, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 38920164 
or info@ppgs.ca
Pure Skin Spa has a vacancy for the occu-
pation of BEAUTICIAN, suitably qualified ap-
plicants can contact 17004018 or pureskin.
bdm@gmail.com
SARKAR FACILITIES SUPPORT W.L.L has 
a vacancy for the occupation of OFFICE 
WORKER HELPER, suitably qualified appli-
cants can contact 39251817 or NAYMUL-
SHAKE@GMAIL.COM
GULF RUSSIAN SERVICES CO. W.L.L has a 
vacancy for the occupation of MANAGER, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
36216646 or WECAREDCBH@GMAIL.COM
RAMSIS ENGINEERING CO. W.L.L has a 
vacancy for the occupation of QUALITY IN-
SPECTOR, suitably qualified applicants can 
contact 17830801 or Abbas@ramsis.com.bh
RAMSIS ENGINEERING CO. W.L.L has a va-
cancy for the occupation of MECHANICAL 
HELPER, suitably qualified applicants can 
contact 17830801 or Abbas@ramsis.com.bh
ALTAWAF TRADING EST has a vacancy for 
the occupation of ELECTRICIAN, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 17300186 
or AHARIES@LIVE.COM
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AL-AHLIA CONTRACTING CO. W.L.L has a 
vacancy for the occupation of WORKER(-
CONSTRUCTION).GENERAL, suitably qual-
ified applicants can contact 17737000 or 
h.s.m1111@gmail.com
AL-AHLIA CONTRACTING CO. W.L.L has a 
vacancy for the occupation of WORKER(-
CONSTRUCTION).GENERAL, suitably qual-
ified applicants can contact 17737000 or 
h.s.m1111@gmail.com
AREENA CONTRACTOR GROUP CO. W.L.L 
has a vacancy for the occupation of WORK-
ER(CONSTRUCTION), suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 17245222 or HR@
AREENAGROUP.COM
TEAM CONSTRUCTION has a vacancy for 
the occupation of FITTER, suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 39289289 or team-
co98@gmail.com
ALATHRIYA CARTAINS has a vacancy for the 
occupation of TAILOR(CURTAINS), suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 39339088 
or zahraalsafar0@gmail.com
TEAM EDU SPORTS CENTRE  W.L.L has a 
vacancy for the occupation of COACH AS-
SISTANT, suitably qualified applicants can 
contact 39925442 or EDUSPORTSCEN-
TRE@GMAIL.COM
MAGIC SHINE CLEANING CO. W.L.L has a 
vacancy for the occupation of CLEANER, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
17345051 or info@magicshinebh.com
ALFARDAN JEWELLERS W.L.L. has a va-
cancy for the occupation of SALESMAN, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
17535027 or AMMARI1979@GMAIL.COM
DIAMOND PROFESSIONAL CONTRACT-
ING CO. W.L.L has a vacancy for the occu-
pation of TECHNICIAN, suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 17714284 or info@
tawarat.com
METRIC MODERN CONSTRUCTION has a va-
cancy for the occupation of WORKER(CON-
STRUCTION), suitably qualified applicants 
can contact 17668584 or mmcrobin@gmail.com
HOMELAND PEARL BUILDING CONSTRUC-
TION W.L.L has a vacancy for the occupation 
of GARDENER, suitably qualified applicants 
can contact 39654365 or HOMELAND22@
HOTMAIL.COM
AL-REHMAN AUTO SPARE PARTS W.L.L 
has a vacancy for the occupation of SALES 
WORKER, suitably qualified applicants can 
contact 37768403 or KW154735@GMAIL.
COM
BABA HASSAN RESTAURANT AND CAFE 
has a vacancy for the occupation of WAIT-
ER, suitably qualified applicants can contact 
37703010 or Qaidoom@GMAIL.COM
ALGHAZAN COMBINED FACILITIES SER-
VICES W.L.L has a vacancy for the oc-
cupation of CLEANER, suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 34621555 or 
GHANEMKAMRAN@GMAIL.COM
BELTAC REAL ESTATE W.L.L has a vacancy 
for the occupation of OFFICE ASSISTANT, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
34126711 or AQIBCHAUDHRY225@GMAIL.
COM
Dream World Construction Co. W.L.L. has 
a vacancy for the occupation of WORK-
ER(CONSTRUCTION), suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 34111999 or sharef.
works@gmail.com
RASHID MUHAMMAD MUHAMMAD CON-
SULTANCY W.L.L has a vacancy for the 
occupation of SALES EXCUTIVE, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 33301113 
or FALLAKSHER96@GMAIL.COM
Havelock One Interiors WLL has a vacancy 
for the occupation of PAINTER, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 17832030 
or hamida.alhubail@havelockone.com
NASS MECHANICAL CONTRACTING COM-
PANY W.L.L. has a vacancy for the occu-
pation of WELDER, suitably qualified ap-
plicants can contact 17725522 or yousif@
aanass.net
FIRST CARE EQUIPMENTS has a vacancy for 
the occupation of OFFICE WORKER HELPER, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
39003537 or GHSBAH@BATELCO.COM.BH
POWER TECH CONTRACTING has a vacancy 
for the occupation of TECHNICIAN, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 39279042 
or gm@powertechdevelopment.com
BURJ DUBAI CLEANING COMPANY W.L.L 
has a vacancy for the occupation of CLEAN-
ER (GENERAL), suitably qualified appli-
cants can contact 36946728 or AFSARAF-
SARKHAN253@GMAIL.COM
WE ONE FOOD COURT COMPANY W.L.L has 
a vacancy for the occupation of WORKER(-
JUICE & SANDWICHES), suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 38020740 or KURU-

DIVEED@GMAIL.COM
VALUE LINE WLL has a vacancy for the oc-
cupation of FINANCIAL ANALYST, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 17292028 
or JKJOY2@HOTMAIL.COM
NAJRAN WELL CAR SERVICES has a vacan-
cy for the occupation of TECHNICIAN(CARS 
ENGINES), suitably qualified applicants can 
contact 36964479 or AHMEDY.SALMAN11@
GMAIL.COM
TLALNEPANTLA SERVICES W.L.L has a va-
cancy for the occupation of OFFICE ASSIS-
TANT, suitably qualified applicants can con-
tact 33015010 or INFO28TRAVEL@GMAIL.COM
Secure Me W.L.L has a vacancy for the oc-
cupation of SECURITY GUARD, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 17749697 
or secure.me@live.com
EBENEZER BUILDING CONTRACTS has a va-
cancy for the occupation of WORKER(CON-
STRUCTION).GENERAL, suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 33130880 or hanan.
adel3313@gmail.com
AZAD REPAIR OF ELECTRONIC W.L.L has a 
vacancy for the occupation of REPAIRMAN 
(GENERAL), suitably qualified applicants can 
contact 33099463 or MDAZAD33099463@
GMAIL.COM
TERRA GREEN RESOURCES W.L.L has a va-
cancy for the occupation of CONSULTANT 
(TECHNICAL AFFAIRS), suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 38003320 or TA-
HERA.ALI@TAHACORP.COM
AL KHUWAITER EXCAVATON EST has a va-
cancy for the occupation of WORKER(CON-
STRUCTION), suitably qualified applicants 
can contact 39456969 or UMZAAL1975@
GMAIL.COM
COMILLA SKY AC WORKSHOP BAHRAINI 
PARTNERSHIP COMPANY has a vacancy 
for the occupation of WORKER(MAINTE-
NANCEW).GENERAL, suitably qualified ap-
plicants can contact 36663334 or MAADH-
SALEH87@GMAIL.COM
First Choice Cleaning Services Co. W.L.L has 
a vacancy for the occupation of CLEANER, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
36491411 or choicefirst82@gmail.com
JOM OILFIELD SERVICES & SUPPLIES BAH-
RAINI PARTNERSHIP COMPANY has a va-
cancy for the occupation of REPRESENTA-
TIVE(SALES), suitably qualified applicants 
can contact 33968466 or OSMAYAHYA18@
GMAIL.COM
Al Rayah For Safety Items WLL has a vacan-
cy for the occupation of SECURITY GUARD, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
17822228 or RASHEED@SECURICORE.BH
CIRCLE INTEGRATED SERVICES W.L.L has 
a vacancy for the occupation of CLEANER 
(GENERAL), suitably qualified applicants 
can contact 17822228 or hrdept@circle.bh
ABUOBAID CONTRACTING & TRADING 
GROUP has a vacancy for the occupation 
of INSULATOR, suitably qualified applicants 
can contact 17700204 or abuobaidgroup@
gmail.com
ABUOBAID CONTRACTING & TRADING 
GROUP has a vacancy for the occupation 
of SHEETMETAL WORKER, suitably qual-
ified applicants can contact 17700204 or 
abuobaidgroup@gmail.com
KOOHEJI CONTRACTORS W.L.L has a va-
cancy for the occupation of MASON ASST, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
17786500 or careers@kcbahrain.com
KOOHEJI CONTRACTORS W.L.L has a va-
cancy for the occupation of MASON ASST, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
17786500 or careers@kcbahrain.com
ABUOBAID CONTRACTING & TRADING 
GROUP has a vacancy for the occupation 
of PAINTER, suitably qualified applicants 
can contact 17700204 or abuobaidgroup@
gmail.com
WHITE SCORPION SERVICES has a vacancy 
for the occupation of HEAVY DRIVER, suit-
ably qualified applicants can contact 35340043 or 
WHITESCORPIONSRS@GMAIL.COM
CHARTHOUSE HOTEL W.L.L has a vacan-
cy for the occupation of TEAM LEADER, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
36440445 or hakarim@infracorp.bh
CONTERN COMBINE FACILITIES  W.L.L has 
a vacancy for the occupation of OFFICE AS-
SISTANT, suitably qualified applicants can 
contact 33667194 or NOORNADEEM2404@
GMAIL.COM
CNL W.L.L has a vacancy for the occupation 
of DRIVER, suitably qualified applicants can 
contact 33888886 or HAMAD@SPECTRU-
MOILFIELD.COM
TECHNO INDUSTRIAL SUPPORT CENTER 
W.L.L has a vacancy for the occupation of 
MECHANICAL TECHNICIAN, suitably qual-
ified applicants can contact 17272975 or 
TISC@BATELCO.COM.BH

LUCKY ALNOOR CONTRACTING W.L.L has 
a vacancy for the occupation of WORKER(-
CONSTRUCTION), suitably qualified appli-
cants can contact 33461761 or MAJAD-
JAVED12@GMAIL.COM
Security Solutions Co. W.L.L. has a vacan-
cy for the occupation of SECURITY GUARD, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
77996666 or GOVERNMENT@MRE.CO
Security Solutions Co. W.L.L. has a vacan-
cy for the occupation of SECURITY GUARD, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
77996666 or GOVERNMENT@MRE.CO
CHEEZY CHEEZIOUS W.L.L has a vacancy 
for the occupation of KITCHEN WORKER, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
33950254 or MUHAMMADSHARIF786@
GMAIL.COM
K.P MANPOWER W.L.L has a vacancy for the 
occupation of FOREMAN, suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 17008217 or JALAL-
EBRAHIM@GMAIL.COM
JUNAYET ABEDIN SUPERMARKET W.L.L 
has a vacancy for the occupation of SHOP-
KEEPER, suitably qualified applicants can 
contact 33923239 or FATIMA_ALSELAITI@
HOTMAIL.COM
COMSIP AL A ALI W.L.L has a vacancy for 
the occupation of FITTER, suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 17773006 or arnaud.
allix@VINCI-ENERGIES.COM
COMSIP AL A ALI W.L.L has a vacancy for 
the occupation of ELECTRICAL TECHNI-
CIAN, suitably qualified applicants can con-
tact 17773006 or arnaud.allix@VINCI-ENER-
GIES.COM
ARABIAN INTERNATIONAL SERVICES COM-
PANY W.L.L. has a vacancy for the occupa-
tion of DRIVER(FORKLIFT), suitably qual-
ified applicants can contact 17473262 or 
AWALSERV@BATELCO.COM.BH
R.B. HILTON LIMITED has a vacancy for the 
occupation of MASON, suitably qualified ap-
plicants can contact 32376386 or ALTRAD-
MENA.MAILBAHRAIN@ALTRAD.COM
STAR ALTAHADI MARKET has a vacancy 
for the occupation of SALESMAN, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 39892221 
or SHAHANAIQBAL820@GMAIL.COM
LASPINAS CONSTRUCTION has a vacancy 
for the occupation of CARPENTER, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 17271111 or 
ABDULLAMANSOORI9@GMAIL.COM
NASS MECHANICAL CONTRACTING COM-
PANY W.L.L. has a vacancy for the occupa-
tion of SUPERVISOR, suitably qualified ap-
plicants can contact 17725522 or yousif@
aanass.net
CROWN GOLD W.L.L has a vacancy for the 
occupation of JEWELRY GOLDSMITH (GEN-
ERAL), suitably qualified applicants can 
contact 37733893 or HIMANSHU@SCS-
GOLD.COM
NASS MECHANICAL CONTRACTING COM-
PANY W.L.L. has a vacancy for the occupa-
tion of FITTER, suitably qualified applicants 
can contact 17725522 or yousif@aanass.net
NASS MECHANICAL CONTRACTING COM-
PANY W.L.L. has a vacancy for the occu-
pation of MECHANICAL HELPER, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 17725522 
or yousif@aanass.net
RANA FURNITURE W.L.L has a vacancy for 
the occupation of TECHNICIAN WORKER, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
35515204 or RANANUML72@GMAIL.COM
Hertel W.L.L has a vacancy for the occupa-
tion of FITTER, suitably qualified applicants 
can contact 36633899 or MOHAMMED.QAS-
SIM@HERTEL.COM
SAID DAL 1923 RESTAURANT  W.L.L has a 
vacancy for the occupation of WAITER, suit-
ably qualified applicants can contact 38365147 or 
SAIDDAL1923BH@MASDAR.COM.KW
LIFE SHIN CLEANING BUILDING has a va-
cancy for the occupation of SUPERVISOR, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
32025069 or MEENAMOHAMMED996@
GMAIL.COM
KIRANDEEP SERVICES W.L.L has a vacancy 
for the occupation of SALES AGENT, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 33108593 
or ASADM6607@GAMIL.COM
SHINE STAR SATELLITE AND ELECONICS 
has a vacancy for the occupation of SALES 
WORKER, suitably qualified applicants can 
contact 33668824 or NAJEEB7639@GMAIL.COM
ASYAKH GRILL has a vacancy for the occu-
pation of COOK(GENERAL), suitably qual-
ified applicants can contact 33332219 or 
ALTAQADEM66@GMAIL.COM
AL AREEN PALACE AND SPA W.L.L has a 
vacancy for the occupation of RESERVA-
TIONS CLERK, suitably qualified applicants 
can contact 17845000 or ADNAN.ASLAM@
LPODWATERPARK.COM
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Alcaraz unbeaten run 
under threat from Sinner, 
Djokovic at Indian Wells
• Alcaraz unbeaten 
in 2026

• Sinner seeks 
first title

• Sabalenka eyes 
maiden crown

AFP | Indian Wells

Former champion Carlos 
Alcaraz aims to extend 
his perfect start to 2026 

at Indian Wells while Jannik 
Sinner returns to the California 
desert seeking to fill a gap in 
his resume with his first title 
of the year.

The world’s top two players 
headline a stellar men’s field 
for the ATP and WTA Masters 
1000 tournament, where Ser-
bian superstar Novak Djokovic 
is chasing a record sixth title, 
which would see him break out 
of a tie with Swiss great Roger 
Federer for the most in tourna-
ment history.

Spain’s Alcaraz, 22, made his-
tory last month when he lift-
ed the Australian Open title to 
become the youngest man to 
complete a career Grand Slam.

He won the Qatar Open to ar-
rive Stateside riding a 12-match 
winning streak to start the year.

The top seed could face a 
tricky second-round opener 
against either former world 
number three Grigor Dimitrov 
or in-form left-hander Terence 
Atmane, with third-seeded 
Djokovic also looming in his 
half of the draw.

Sinner will play Czech qual-
ifier Dalibor Svrcina, who beat 
Australian James Duckworth 
6-2, 6-4 as first-round action got 
underway on Wednesday.

Italy’s Matteo Berrettini 
booked a second-round meet-
ing with fourth-seeded Ger-
man Alexander Zverev, beating 
France’s Adrian Mannarino 4-6, 
7-5, 7-5.

Sinner missed Indian Wells 
last year serving a suspension 
for a positive test for banned 
anabolic steroid clostebol. He 
returned from that ban to win 
Wimbledon and the ATP Finals 
but fell to Djokovic in the Aus-
tralian Open semi-finals and 
lost to Jakob Mensik in the 
quarters at Doha last month.

Although he professed him-
self satisfied with his season 
so far, Sinner said Tuesday he 
was trying to maximize his po-
tential.

“It has been a very hard prac-
tice week here for me,” he said. 
“We spent many, many hours 
of practice.

“(I’m) very happy with how 
I’m feeling on the court ... In 
the same time, we also try to 
improve a couple of things.

“I’m trying to be slightly 
more aggressive at times on the 
baseline, and then we see how 
it goes,” added the Italian, who 
has won all of the other five 
Masters 1000 hard court tour-
naments, starting with Toronto 
in 2023 and adding Miami, Cin-
cinnati and Shanghai in 2024 

and Paris last year.

Sabalenka back in action 
Women’s world number one 

Aryna Sabalenka is also chasing 
a first Indian Wells title, having 
fallen in last year’s final to Rus-
sian teen Mirra Andreeva and 
in 2023 to Kazakhstan’s Elena 
Rybakina -- who beat Sabalen-
ka in the Australian Open final 
to claim a second Grand Slam 
crown.

Sabalenka, back in action for 
the first time since that Aus-
tralian Open disappointment, 
will open her campaign against 
Japanese qualifier Himeno 
Sakatsume, a 6-4, 6-3 winner 
over US wild card Alycia Parks, 
with Japanese star Naomi Osa-
ka and hard-hitting American 
Amanda Anisimova in her  
quarter.

Third-seeded Rybakina says 
the desert conditions can pose 
unique challenges, with big dif-
ferences between day and night 
matches and slower courts 
making for longer rallies.

“It’s not easy to get these 
short points, free points. You 
need to work for each point,” 
said Rybakina, who is in the 
same half of the draw as second 
seeded Iga Swiatek, the Indian 
Wells winner in 2022 and 2024.

Swiatek says the conditions 
suit her game, but she has a 
tough draw that includes a 
potential quarter-final clash 
with Andreeva, who upset her 
in the semi-finals here last  
year.

‘She’s coming back’: Djokovic 
predicts Serena return
AFP | Indian Wells

Novak Djokovic is convinced 
US tennis great Serena Wil-

liams will return to competi-
tion, and the 24-time Grand 
Slam champion is itching to see 
“one of the greatest athletes” 
back on court.

“I think she’s coming back,” 
Djokovic said Wednesday at 
the ATP/WTA Indian Wells  
Masters.

“I don’t know. I haven’t 
spoken to her, but I guess the 
sentiment is that she’s coming 
back. Where and how, singles, 
doubles, we don’t know, and 
if I’m in her position, I would 
hide it too.”

Williams, a 23-time Grand 
Slam champion, hasn’t com-

peted since a third-round loss 
at the 2022 US Open.

But the 44-year-old mother 

of two re-entered the anti-dop-
ing testing pool in December 
and regained eligibility.

Sinner, banned here 
last year for a closte-
bol positive, now re-

turns as a Wimbledon 
and ATP Finals cham-
pion, spending “many, 

many hours” in the 
desert heat to sharpen 

a more aggressive 
baseline game

KNOW WHAT

Carlos Alcaraz of Spain reacts during a practice session at Indian Wells Tennis 
Garden

Serena Williams and Novak Djokovic share a lighter moment as they play in the 
Rally for Relief charity tennis match in support of the victims of the Australian 
bushfires in 2020 (file photo)



Verstappen says new Red Bull 
car gave him ‘goosebumps’

AFP | Melbourne

Four-time world champi-
on Max Verstappen said 

yesterday he does not know 
how the opening Grand Prix of 
the season will play out under 
sweeping new regulations, but 
he “got goosebumps” when 
he first saw the new Red Bull  
car.

The Dutchman was under-
whelmed at pre-season testing 
in Bahrain by this year’s rule 
changes, which have led to a 
complete overhaul of chassis 
and engines for every team.

Drivers will have to better 
manage their batteries on each 
lap, a task he called “anti-rac-
ing”.

But with plenty of data col-
lected he is optimistic ahead 
of the season-opening race in 

Melbourne this weekend.
“It has felt like a long build 

up to this point and it is ex-
citing to finally get out rac-
ing again,” said Verstappen, 
who won six of the last nine 
Grands Prix in 2025 but nar-
rowly failed to retain his world 
championship crown.

“In Bahrain, seeing the car 
with our own power unit get-
ting in so many laps was very 
impressive.

“We’ve been driving the car 
in the simulator for such a long 
time, so when it was finally 
time to come back and see the 
car ready to go, I did get goose-
bumps.”

Red Bull have dispensed 
with Honda engines and are 
competing this season for the 
first time with their own fac-
tory-built power units.

India reach T20 World Cup final 
after England fail in epic chase

India defend massive total in dramatic semi-final to keep title defence alive

• India beat England 
by seven runs

• Samson anchors 
big total

• Bethell scores 
brilliant 105

AFP | Mumbai

India clung on to beat Eng-
land by seven runs in a thrill-
ing T20 World Cup semi-fi-

nal in Mumbai yesterday, despite 
Jacob Bethell’s superb 105 that 
put Harry Brook’s side within a 
whisker of pulling off a record 
chase.

After Sanju Samson’s scintil-
lating 89 laid the platform for 
India to pile up a massive 253-7, 
England finished agonisingly 
short on 246-7 after a brilliant 
effort masterminded by Bethell.

Phil Salt (5), Brook (7) and Jos 
Buttler (25) fell early to leave 
England 64-3.

But Bethell, aided by partner-
ships of 77 with Will Jacks (35) 
and 50 with Sam Curran (18), 
kept England in the hunt.

The left-hander hit seven sixes 
and eight fours in his 48-ball 
thrash before his run out in the 
final over finally allowed India to 
celebrate in front of 35,000 jubi-
lant fans in Mumbai’s Wankhede 

stadium.
India will face New Zealand 

in Sunday’s final in Ahmedabad 
as they attempt to become the 
first team to retain the trophy 
and the first to win it on home  
soil.

“It’s an unbelievable feeling, 
going to Ahmedabad for the 
final, a special feeling for the 

boys,” said India captain Surya-
kumar Yadav, who paid tribute 
to England.

“They were always in the 
game, always in the chase. I was 
very nervous, I’m glad someone 
didn’t check my heart rate,” he 
said, before looking forward to 
the final.

“In India, going for the title, 

there will be pressure, there will 
be nerves but the boys will be 
excited as well,” Suryakumar 
added.

England captain Brook praised 
the way his side went about at-
tacking a daunting target.

“All of our lads should be re-
ally proud of the way we played 
tonight and throughout this 

competition,” said Brook.

 Costly drop 
The hosts, having been asked 

to bat by Brook, earlier flayed 
England’s attack to all parts of 
the ground, hitting 19 sixes and 
18 fours.

Samson, who scored 97 not out 
in the previous match against 
the West Indies, signalled his 
intent with a four and six off 
Jofra Archer’s first over.

But he was given a life on 15 
when Brook dropped a simple 
chance at mid-off off Archer.

It proved a costly mistake as, 
helped by some ill-disciplined 
bowling, Samson raced to his 
half-century off 26 balls with a 
huge six as Liam Dawson’s first 

over was pummelled for 19 runs.
“I’ll hold my hands up and say 

that I made a big mistake there, 
dropping Samson,” said Brook.

“As the old saying goes, catch-
es win matches. At the end of the 
day, it cost us.”

Ishan Kishan put on 97 from 
48 balls with Samson for the sec-
ond wicket before the left-hand-
er holed out to Jacks off Adil 
Rashid in the 10th over to make 
it 117-2.

Samson powered on un-
til Jacks returned to have him 
caught by Salt in the deep in the 
14th over at which point India 
were 160-3.

“It feels really great,” said 
Samson after being named play-
er of the match. “I kind of knew 
that I got some form going from 
the last game, so I thought I need 
to continue.

“Even 250 looked chaseable 
here and England played really 
well. All credit goes to how they 
batted and we really had a great 
semi-final.”

Shivam Dube continued the 
onslaught with 43 off 25 balls 
with four sixes before being run 
out by Brook’s direct hit.

Hardik Pandya hit 27 off 12 
balls late on and Tilak Varma 21 
off seven to take India past the 
250 mark.

Jacks was the pick of the Eng-
land bowlers with 2-40 but the 
wayward Archer was plundered, 
taking 1-61 off his four overs.

Brook’s mid-off drop 
of Samson on 15 

proved fatal—”catches 
win matches,” he ad-
mitted—as the opener 

raced to fifty off 26 
balls to set an impos-

ing total

KNOW

BETTER

Max Verstappen steers his car during testing

(L-R) India’s Abhishek Sharma, Axar Patel, Sanju Samson and Rinku Singh celebrate after their team’s win 
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sports of bahrain

Khalifa Bin Salman Cup 
Quarterfinals Get Underway

Hussain Almaskati
TDT | Manama

The quarterfinals get under-
way tonight at the Bahrain 

Basketball Association Arena in 
Um Al Hassam, with all match-
es played behind closed doors 
due to ongoing regional diffi-
culties. The opening clash fea-
tures holders Al Muharraq Club 
against Second Division side Si-
tra Club, with tip-off scheduled 
for 8:30 PM.

Muharraq enter the compe-
tition seeking a response after 
their exit from the FIBA West 
Asia Super League last month, 
while currently sitting atop the 
Zain Bahrain Basketball League. 
Assistant coach Jassim Mo-
hammed described Sitra, who 
are second in League B, as “a 
talented side with promising 
young players” and stressed that 
Muharraq would approach the 
match “with full respect and fo-
cus.” German head coach Peter 
Schomers will lead the reigning 
champions, while Sitra are guid-
ed by Ali Kawaid.

The Red Wolves will rely on 
firepower and leadership, with 
Mohammed Ameer Hamooda 
spearheading the attack, sup-
ported by Kris Clyburn and 
Nicholas West, while Bader 

Abdulla Malabes directs play 
alongside Mahmood Abbas and 
Mohammed Nasser. Muharraq’s 
assistant coach also noted that, 
even with the stands empty, the 

continued support of their fan-
base remains a powerful source 
of motivation for the team.

Tonight’s second quarterfinal 
at 10:30 PM pits fourth-placed 

Al Ahli against fifth-placed Al 
Hala. Al Hala assistant coach 
Hussain Al Durazi confirmed 
the squad will be at full strength, 
including Ahmed Bindayneh 
and Abdulqader Salah, along-
side professional recruits Sha-
heed and Treadwell. “Cup 
matches demand concentration 
and minimal errors,” he said. 
Al Ahli, meanwhile, will rely 
on Hisham Sarhan, Maytham 
Jameel, and Mohammed Qur-
ban, with Kadji and Anthony 
Fairley expected to make deci-
sive contributions.

Saturday ’s quarterfinals 
continue at the same venue: 
second-placed Manama fac-
es League B leaders Al Ittihad 
at 8:30 PM, followed by third-
placed Al Najma against sixth-
placed Al Nuwaidrat at 10:30 PM. 
All quarterfinals are single-elim-
ination, with semi-finals set as a 
best-of-three series at Khalifa 
Sports City Arena in Isa Town.

Muharraq have lifted the 
Cup twice, while Al Ahli and Al 
Manama have claimed it three 
times each, and Riffa once. With 
several teams chasing history, 
the knockout rounds are now 
underway, giving each side a 
chance to make their mark in 
this season’s Khalifa bin Salman 
Cup.

Bader Malabes trains ahead of Muharraq’s Cup defense
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DESIGNED BY YOU

For The First Time in Bahrain

A savings scheme
designed by you

Something different is coming from Danat.
This time, the decision is yours.

Stay tuned!


