
Root’s superb first ton in 
Australia guides England to 325-9
AFP | Brisbane

Joe Root finally scored his 
maiden Test century in Aus-

tralia on his fourth Ashes tour 
to guide England from a pre-
carious 5-2 to 325-9 at stumps 
after a pulsating first day of the 
second Ashes Test in Brisbane 
yesterday.

Mitchell Starc became the 
most successful left-arm fast 
bowler in history as he claimed 
6-71, but the opening sessions 
of the day-night contest were 
dominated by Root, who scored 
a masterful 135 not out.

Number 11 Jofra Archer 
thrilled the travelling army 
of fans as he smashed a ca-
reer-best unbeaten 32 off 26 
balls with two sixes to provide 
some late fireworks.

His unbroken 10th-wicket 
partnership of 61 with Root 
was a record for England at the 
Gabba.

The world’s top-ranked bats-
man, Root had failed to reach 
triple figures on three previous 
Ashes tours.

But the man who is second 
on the all-time run-scoring list 
behind only Sachin Tendulkar 
silenced the critics who said he 
couldn’t be considered a true 
batting great until he had made 
a century in Australia.

“Unbelievable day for Joe. He 
has had that coming for a long 
time. I’m chuffed for him,” said 
Zak Crawley, who made 76 and 
shared a 117-run stand for the 
third wicket with Root.

“He’s the best player I’ve ever 
played with or against. A cham-
pion bloke.”

Coming to the crease in the 
third over at 5-2 with Starc 
swinging the new pink ball, he 
embarked on an epic knock, 
bringing up his century with a 
leg glance to the fine leg bound-
ary off Scott Boland.

Starc’s six wickets moved him 
to 418 in Tests, surpassing Paki-
stan great Wasim Akram’s 414 
as the most prolific left-arm 

paceman in Test history.
“Wasim’s still the pinnacle, I 

think he’s still better than me,” 
said Starc.

Starc again was the destroyer 
at the top of the order, removing 
Ben Duckett in his first over 
and Ollie Pope in his second to 
reduce a shell-shocked England 
to 5-2.

But unlike in the first Test de-
feat in Perth, England showed 
some grit with the partneship 
between Root and Crawley 
mmoving the score onto 122.

 Lyon left out 
Both teams wore black arm-

bands in memory of former 
England batsman Robin Smith, 
who died unexpectedly this 
week.

Australia, who won the open-
ing Test inside two days, went 
into this match without regular 
skipper Pat Cummins.

Tsunoda vows to 
return to F1 grid 
after ‘tough’ Red 
Bull axing 

AFP | Abu Dhabi

Japan’s Yuki Tsunoda said 
that it was “incredibly 

tough” to lose his Red Bull 
seat for next season but has 
vowed to return to the For-
mula One grid.

The 25-year-old was on 
Tuesday replaced by French 
rookie Isack Hadjar as Max 
Verstappen’s partner at Red 
Bull for 2026.

Having also been over-
looked for a return to sister 
team Racing Bulls, Tsunoda 
will become a Red Bull test 
and reserve driver.

“I’m not finished yet,” he 
wrote on social media.

“Finding out I won’t have 
a race seat in 2026 was in-
credibly tough, but I’m de-
termined to work harder 
than ever with Red Bull as 
test and reserve driver, and 
prove I deserve a place on 
the grid.”

Tsunoda replaced New 
Zealand’s Liam Lawson at 
Red Bull two races into this 
season, stepping up from 
Racing Bulls.

Since then, however, 
Tsunoda has scored 33 
points in the world cham-
pionship compared with 
Verstappen’s 396.

Yuki Tsunoda

Unbelievable day for 
Joe. He has had that 

coming for a long time. 
I’m chuffed for him. 
He’s the best player 
I’ve ever played with 

or against. A champion 
bloke

ZAK CRAWLEY
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Abu Dhabi showdown - 
how the F1 title can be won
An assessment on how the 2025 Formula One drivers’ title can be 
won at the season finale in Abu Dhabi this weekend

TDT | Manama

After 23 races of the 24-
race season Lando Nor-
ris leads the champion-

ship on 408 points, 12 clear of 
Red Bull’s four-time champion 
Max Verstappen and 16 clear 
of his McLaren teammate Os-
car Piastri. This is the first time 
more than two drivers have 
been in with a shot of claiming 
the title since 2010.

Norris 
“All” Norris has to do to claim 

his maiden title is finish on the 
podium at Yas Marina, irrespec-
tive of where his two title rivals 
finish.

A top-three result is all 
the Briton requires - sounds 
straightforward given McLar-
en’s overall dominance - they 
wrapped up the constructors’ 
crown two months ago in Sin-
gapore.

But on a cautionary note 
Norris has failed to make the 
top three in six races this year, 
including his disqualification 
from second in Las Vegas due to 
a technical infringement.

On the plus side, the 26-year-
old won in Abu Dhabi last year.

Verstappen 
Verstappen has happy mem-

ories of the last time he lined 
up at Yas Marina with the ti-
tle in play - in 2021 he contro-
versially denied Lewis Ham-
ilton on the final lap to claim 
the first of his four successive  
championships.

His relentless drive to keep 
in the hunt for a fifth title se-
cured him a seventh win of the 
season in Qatar last weekend. 
That lifted him into second in 
the standings, having been well 

out of the picture, 104 points 
behind, after the Dutch Grand 
Prix back in August.

To complete his remarkable 
season Verstappen needs to win 
on Sunday and Norris finish no 
higher than fourth and the 2025 
crown is his.

 Piastri 
The Australian’s chances are 

slim, but given how this season 
has thrown up the unexpected 

time and time again the coolest 
customer on the grid cannot be 
ruled out.

After one of his best weekends 
of the season in Qatar he readily 
admitted he will “need a lot of 
things to go in my direction” to 
end up champion.

His task is clear if not sim-
ple - he will take the title if he 
finishes first or second and both 
Norris and Verstappen have an 
off day.

Red Bull Racing’s Max Verstappen (C), McLaren’s Lando Norris (L) and McLaren’s Oscar Piastri (R) after the qualifying 
session ahead of the Italian Formula One Grand Prix

Arteta fears injury woes will 
hamper Arsenal title charge

AFP | London

Mikel Arteta fears Arse-
nal’s mounting injury 

problems will hamper their 
bid to win the Premier League 
title after Declan Rice and 
Cristhian Mosquera limped 
off in Wednesday’s 2-0 win 
against Brentford.

Arteta’s side moved five 
points clear of second-placed 
Manchester City thanks to 
goals from Mikel Merino and 
Bukayo Saka at the Emirates 
Stadium.

The Gunners extended their 
unbeaten run to 18 matches in 
all competitions with an eighth 
successive home victory.

But Arteta, already without 
first-choice centre-backs Ga-
briel Magalhaes and William 
Saliba through injury, was 
dealt a blow when Spanish de-
fender Mosquera was forced 
off just before half-time.

Even more alarmingly, Eng-
land midfielder Declan Rice 
appeared to be nursing a calf 
injury when he was substitut-
ed 10 minutes from full-time.

“Obviously it’s never good 
news. Declan had to come off. 
We don’t know. We have to see 
tomorrow what he’s got,” said 
Arteta, who is also without Kai 
Havertz and Leandro Trossard 
due to injuries.

“Declan can walk. He cannot 
play. The thing is, he’s played a 
lot of minutes but as well, now 
we played Wednesday night 
and we have to play Saturday 
morning as well.”

With Arsenal having bat-
tled through a gruelling week 
featuring wins over Totten-
ham and Bayern Munich and a 
draw with title rivals Chelsea, 
Arteta had taken the oppor-
tunity to give a rest to Saka, 
Jurrien Timber and Eberechi 
Eze against the Bees.

Arsenal’s Spanish defender #03 Christhian Mosquera leaves the pitch after 
being substituted off injured

Joe Root of England shakes hands with Australia captain Steve Smith as he 
leaves the field at stumps

UMM ALSUBBAN MECHANICAL CONTRACTS 
has a vacancy for the occupation of WELD-
ER, suitably qualified applicants can contact 
17491190 or usmc@batelco.com.bh
MIRAI ARCHITECTURE AND ENGINEERING has 
a vacancy for the occupation of SURVEY TECH-
NICIAN, suitably qualified applicants can con-
tact 17879114 or taheriadel@yahoo.com
MOHAMMED AHMADI CO W.L.L has a vacan-
cy for the occupation of WORKER-CLEAN-
ING-(HAND & CHEMICAL SOLUTIONS), suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 17268111 or 
hrd1@macbh.com
CHICKET TEA W.L.L has a vacancy for the occu-
pation of WAITER, suitably qualified applicants 
can contact 35114403 or DPASIF@YAHOO.COM
TOOR MOTOR CYCLE SERVICES  W.L.L has a 
vacancy for the occupation of SALESMAN, suit-
ably qualified applicants can contact 66964322 
or GULFDOC123@GMAIL.COM
Security Solutions Co. W.L.L. has a vacancy for 
the occupation of SECURITY GUARD, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 77996666 or 
GOVERNMENT@MRE.CO
RAFFA CONSTRUCTION & MAINTENANCE 
CO. W.L.L has a vacancy for the occupation of 
WORKER(CONSTRUCTION).GENERAL, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 17731475 or 
Nasreen@rafco.co
Security Solutions Co. W.L.L. has a vacancy for 
the occupation of SECURITY GUARD, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 77996666 or 
GOVERNMENT@MRE.CO
KHAMS QARAAT REAL ESTATE W.L.L has a va-
cancy for the occupation of OFFICE ASSISTANT, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 33371333 or 
ALSHAMSWALQAMAR182@GMAIL.COM
KEO INTERNATIONAL CONSULTANTS W.L.L 
has a vacancy for the occupation of MANAGER 
(PROJECT), suitably qualified applicants can 
contact 17565333 or Sayed.helal@keo.com
YARA AMWAJ BEAUTY SALON has a vacancy 
for the occupation of BEAUTICIAN, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 36655058 or 
tina@jasgroup.co
CCF HAIR SALON W.L.L has a vacancy for the 
occupation of BARBER, suitably qualified appli-
cants can contact 33906680 or ATHEENARA-
MOS@GMAIL.COM
OMAR AL HAYAT CONTRACTING has a vacancy 
for the occupation of CONSTRUCTION WORK-
ER, suitably qualified applicants can contact 
35457897 or TAHIRMAHMOOD0788@GMAIL.COM
MAMOONKANJAN CONSTRUCTION CO W.L.L 
has a vacancy for the occupation of CLEAN-
ER, suitably qualified applicants can contact 
35527868 or KHANINT.PVT.LTD@GMAIL.COM
INFINITY CREATIONS EVENTS MANAGEMENT 
W.L.L has a vacancy for the occupation of MAN-
AGER (MARKETING), suitably qualified appli-
cants can contact 17552393 or VIJAYAN73@
GMAIL.COM
FINE FIT FITNESS W.L.L has a vacancy for the 
occupation of CLEANER, suitably qualified ap-
plicants can contact 34369200 or TALALMAR-
KET.BAH@TALALGROUPINTL.COM
AL HILAL HOSPITAL COMPANY - BSC (CLOSED) 
has a vacancy for the occupation of NURSE(-
GENERAL), suitably qualified applicants can 
contact 17344700 or HRD@ALHILALHEALTH-
CARE.COM
AWAL HOTELING (SHERATON BAHRAIN) COM-
PANY W.L.L has a vacancy for the occupation 
of WAITER/BARTENDER, suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 17533533 or jurrien.
bongers@sheraton.com
CHANDOR SUPPORT SERVICES W.L.L has a 
vacancy for the occupation of WORKER(MAIN-
TENANCEW).GENERAL, suitably qualified appli-
cants can contact 33213724 or TAYYABZ213@
GMAIL.COM
TSANG SERVICES W.L.L has a vacancy for the 
occupation of SALES WORKER, suitably quali-
fied applicants can contact 33667324 or INFO-
28TRAVEL@GMAIL.COM
AL MIRA STATIONERY has a vacancy for the oc-
cupation of SALESMAN, suitably qualified appli-
cants can contact 39857850 or ARJUNSINGH.
RKS1@GMAIL.COM
INFINITE AUTO SHINE has a vacancy for the oc-
cupation of CAR WASHER/CLEANER, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 36656416 or 
infiniteautoshine1@gmail.com
45 ANGLE DECOR W.L.L has a vacancy for the 
occupation of OFFICE ASSISTANT, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 39065426 or 
AKBARALI1887@GMAIL.COM
WADI SHINKIARI FACILITIES SUPPORT W.L.L 
has a vacancy for the occupation of CARPEN-
TER, suitably qualified applicants can contact 
36484758 or ATTAU3421@GMAIL.COM
AL ROWABI PALASE FURNIUIRE has a vacancy 
for the occupation of WORKER(SALES), suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 33995888 or 
MALBASRI3000@HOTMAIL.COM
FAST LINK INTERIOR DECORATION W.L.L has a 
vacancy for the occupation of SUPERVISOR(IN-
TERNAL WORKS), suitably qualified applicants 
can contact 66354636 or fastlink.bahrain@
yahoo.com
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