
Putin arrives in India 
for defence talks

Prime Minister Modi personally welcomed the Russian leader at the airport

• Putin arrives 
for two-day visit

• Possible deals 
on S-400 systems 
and Su-57 jets

AFP | New Delhi

Russian President Vladimir 
Putin landed in India yes-
terday for a two-day visit 

aimed at deepening defence ties.
Prime Minister Narendra Modi 

was at the airport to welcome the 
Russian leader in person, greet-
ing him on the red carpet with 
a hug, before riding together in 
the same car.

Putin, on his first visit to India 
since the Ukraine war, is accom-
panied by his Defence Minister 
Andrei Belousov, with possible 

deals on fighter jets and air de-
fence systems expected to be 
discussed.

In an interview with India To-
day, Putin said he was “very hap-
py” to be meeting “my friend” 
Modi.

“The range of our cooperation 
with India is huge,” he said in 
remarks translated by the broad-
caster, citing ship and aircraft 
manufacturing, nuclear energy 
and space exploration.

The Indian premier said he 
was “delighted to welcome my 
friend, President Putin to India”.

“Looking forward to our in-

teractions later this evening and 
tomorrow,” Modi said in a post 
on X.

He hosted Putin for a private 
dinner yesterday evening, which 
will be followed by a summit 
meeting today.

“India-Russia friendship is a 
time tested one that has great-
ly benefitted our people,” Modi 
added, posting a picture of them 
from inside the car.

Kremlin spokesman Dmit-
ry Peskov said talks to expand 
the supply of Russia’s advanced 
S-400 air defence systems had an 
“important place on the agenda”.

Indian media reports sug-
gested Moscow may also offer 
co-production of Russia’s Su-57 
fighter jets.

India is one of the world’s top 
arms importers, and Russia has 
long been a principal supplier.

But New Delhi  has also 
sought alternative suppliers, 
as well as boosting domestic 
production -- with the Rus-
sian share of India’s arms im-
ports falling from 76 percent in 
2009-13 to 36 percent in 2019-
23, according to the Stockholm 
International Peace Research  
Institute.

Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi 

welcomed Putin at the 
airport with a hug, and 

the two leaders then 
rode together in the 
same car, signaling 

close personal ties
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Thief swallows Faberge egg, 
caught before beating it

AFP | Auckland

A New Zealand thief with 
expensive taste has been 

arrested after snatching and 
swallowing a diamond-en-
crusted green Faberge egg 
from a high-end jewellery 
store.

The 32-year-old gulped 
down the egg late last week 
from a store in the country’s 
largest city, Auckland, but was 
arrested before he could flee.

Police said Wednesday they 
were yet to recover the or-
nate trinket -- valued around 
US$20,000 -- but had assigned 
an officer to watch over the 
man while waiting for nature 
to take its course.

“At this stage the pendant 
has not been recovered,” they 

said in a statement.
The special edition locket 

was inspired by the James 
Bond film “Octopussy”, which 
revolves around a plot to steal 
a rare Faberge egg.

“The exterior of the egg 
closely follows the design of 
the Faberge egg featured in the 
film Octopussy, with a beauti-
ful 18k gold lattice framework 
which is delicately set with 
blue sapphires and white dia-
monds in a floral-like design,” 
reads an online description.

A small golden octopus is 
nestled inside.

Russia’s House of Faberge 
gained international fame in 
the late 19th century by de-
signing opulent Easter eggs 
decorated with gold and pre-
cious gems.

FAILURE WILL NEVER OVERTAKE 
ME IF MY DETERMINATION TO 
SUCCEED IS STRONG ENOUGH
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Lumber, steel, alumi-
num — key materials 

for building homes — 
now cost more thanks to 
Trump’s tariffs. Higher 
construction costs. Slower 
projects. Fewer affordable 
housing options for work-
ing people.  Great work.

@GavinNewsom

It’s often the most vul-
nerable Canadians who 

don’t file their taxes and 
miss out on the benefits 
they need or have paid 
into. So we’re introducing 
Automatic Federal Bene-
fits — pre-filing taxes for 
up to 5.5 million lower-in-
come Canadians.

@MarkJCarney

With my government, 
families who need 

early support the most 
will get it. That’s why 
we’ve rolled out school-
based nurseries and free 
breakfast clubs. And now, 
we are putting Best Start 
Family Hubs in the heart 
of communities, to pro-
vide families with local 
support.

@Keir_Starmer

Delighted to welcome 
my friend, President 

Putin to India. Looking 
forward to our interac-
tions later this evening 
and tomorrow. India-Rus-
sia friendship is a time 
tested one that has greatly 
benefitted our people. @
KremlinRussia_E

@narendramodi
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News in brief 
 u South Africa said yesterday 
it was prepared to wait out next 
year’s G20 after being barred 

by the United States and did not expect 
other countries to lobby for its inclusion. The 
United States this month took over the year-long 
presidency of the group of leading economies 
after largely boycotting South Africa’s tenure, 
including the November summit, in an escalation 
of its attacks on Pretoria. Secretary of State Marco 

Rubio repeated Wednesday that South Africa would not be invited to the US-run 
G20, repeating complaints including unfounded claims that the government 
deliberately discriminated against the white Afrikaner minority.

 u The United States 
Institute of Peace (USIP) 
has been renamed in honor 
of President Donald Trump, the State 
Department said on Wednesday, the eve 
of a peace agreement signing ceremony 
between the Democratic Republic of 
Congo and Rwanda. “This morning, the 
State Department renamed the former 
Institute of Peace to reflect the greatest 
dealmaker in our nation’s history. Welcome 
to the Donald J. Trump Institute of Peace. 
The best is yet to come,” the department posted on social media. The post 
included a picture of the USIP building, showing Trump’s full name added on a wall 
above the engraved name of the organization.

 u Pakistan will 
temporarily allow UN 
relief supplies into 

Afghanistan, officials said yesterday, 
in the first partial border opening since 
deadly clashes erupted between the 
two neighbours in October. The countries 
have been locked in an increasingly bitter 
dispute since the Taliban authorities retook 
control in Kabul in 2021. Islamabad accuses 
its neighbour of harbouring militants that 
launch cross-border attacks, charges the 
Afghan government denies.

 u India’s Sarwagya Singh 
Kushwaha has become the youngest 
player in chess history to earn an 
official FIDE rating at the age of three years, 
seven months and 20 days. The chess prodigy 
edged out the previous record of compatriot Anish 
Sarkar, who was three years, eight months and 19 
days when he reached the milestone in November 
last year. Kushwaha, who is enrolled in nursery 
school in the Indian state of Madhya Pradesh, holds 
a rapid rating of 1,572. To achieve a rating from FIDE, the International Chess 
Federation, a player needs to beat at least one FIDE-rated player.

South Africa will ‘take a 
break’ from G20 after US ban

Pakistan says to let 
humanitarian aid into Afghanistan

US Institute of Peace renamed 
in honor of Trump: State Dept

Indian boy earns official 
chess rating -- aged three

Probe found Hegseth’s Signal use could 
have put US troops at risk: reports

AFP | Washington

The Pentagon’s independent 
watchdog said US Defense 

Secretary Pete Hegseth’s use of 
commercial messaging app Sig-
nal to discuss strikes on Yemen 
could have put American troops 
at risk, US media reported.

The probe by the inspector 
general’s office concluded that 
Hegseth did not, however, vio-
late rules on classification be-
cause he has the authority to de-
classify information, the reports 
said, citing sources familiar with 

the results of the investigation.
The watchdog’s conclusion 

-- which has been transmitted 
to Congress -- is nonetheless 
likely to reignite debate over 
conduct by Hegseth, who is al-
ready under fire over US strikes 
on alleged drug-trafficking boats 
that experts say amount to ex-
trajudicial killings.

Asked earlier this week 
whether he retains confidence 
in Hegseth, Republican Senate 
majority leader John Thune said 
“others can make those evalua-
tions,” according to the Wash-
ington Post newspaper.

U.S. Secretary of Defense Pete Hegseth looks at his mobile phone during an event 
at the White House

771 1456 1848 1969
Charlemagne becomes 
the sole King of the 
Franks after the death 
of his brother Carloman

Earthquake strikes 
Naples, killing an 
estimated 35,000 
people

US President James K. Polk 
triggers the Gold Rush of 
1849 by confirming a gold 
discovery in California

Four-node ARPANET network is established 
between the University of California, Los 
Angeles, Stanford Research Institute, U.C. 
Santa Barbara, and the University of Utah
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Israel launches fresh strikes on 
south Lebanon after warnings
Israeli strikes target Hezbollah, a day after the first direct civilian talks in decades

• Raids hit southern 
Lebanon towns

• Pope’s visit provided 
brief reprieve

AFP | Beirut

Israeli raids hit south Leb-
anon yesterday as Israel’s 
military said it was striking 

Hezbollah targets, a day after 
Lebanese and Israeli civilian rep-
resentatives held their first direct 
talks in decades.

Despite a November 2024 
ceasefire that was supposed to 
end more than a year of hostili-
ties between Israel and the Iran-
backed armed group, Israel has 
kept up strikes on Lebanon and 
has also maintained troops in five 
south Lebanon areas it deems 
strategic.

The visit from Sunday to Tues-
day of Pope Leo XIV had provid-
ed Lebanon with a window of 
reprieve from Israeli air strikes, 
which had intensified in recent 
weeks, and the pontiff urged an 
end to hostilities during his visit.

But yesterday, the Israeli army 
said it “began conducting strikes 
on Hezbollah terror targets in 
southern Lebanon”, after warn-
ing it would strike buildings in 
south Lebanon’s Mahrouna and 
Jbaa.

It subsequently issued warn-
ings it would strike further Hez-
bollah “military infrastructure” 
in Majadal and Baraasheet, also 

in the south.
Lebanon’s official National 

News Agency said “Israeli war-
planes launched a strike on the 
town of Mahrouna” while other 
raids targeted buildings in Jbaa, 
Majadal and Baraasheet.

An AFP photographer saw 
smoke rising from the site of the 
strike in the town of Jbaa.

Lebanon’s government has 
committed to disarming Hez-
bollah but the group has rejected 
the idea and many in the country 
fear a return to expanded Israeli 
military operations.

 ‘Not yet at peace talks’ 

Lebanese and Israeli civilian 
representatives held surprise 
talks Wednesday under the aus-
pices of the ceasefire monitoring 
mechanism at the UN peacekeep-
ing force’s headquarters in Leb-
anon’s Naqura near the border 
with Israel.

Representatives of the cease-
fire monitoring committee -- the 
United States, France, Lebanon, 
Israel and the UN force -- regu-
larly convene in Naqura.

Lebanon and Israel have tech-

nically been at war since 1948, 
and Lebanese Prime Minister 
Nawaf Salam cautioned the 
new diplomatic contact did not 
amount to broader peace dis-
cussions.

The United States has been 
piling pressure on Lebanon to 
rapidly disarm Hezbollah, and 
has pushed for direct talks be-
tween the two neighbours.

Israeli Prime Minister Ben-
jamin Netanyahu’s office said 
the atmosphere at the talks was 
“positive”, and that there had 
been agreement “to develop ide-

as to promote potential economic 
cooperation between Israel and 
Lebanon”.

Israel also made it clear it was 
“essential” that Lebanese mil-
itant group Hezbollah disarm 
regardless of any progress in eco-
nomic cooperation, the premier’s 
office added.

Salam said the new discussions 
were strictly limited to fully im-
plementing last year’s truce.

“We are not yet at peace talks,” 
he told journalists, including AFP, 
on Wednesday.

He said the talks only sought 
“the cessation of hostilities”, the 
“release of Lebanese hostages” 
and “the complete Israeli with-
drawal” from Lebanon.

Until now, Israel and Lebanon, 
which have no formal diplomatic 
relations, have insisted on limit-
ing participation in the ceasefire 
mechanism to military officers.

Russia’s President Vladimir Putin and Indian Prime Minister Narendra Modi sit in a car as they depart Palam Air Force Base 
following the Russian leader’s arrival in New Delhi

Lebanese and Israeli 
civilian representatives 

held their first direct 
talks in decades 

on Wednesday, but 
Lebanon’s Prime 

Minister emphasized 
these were not yet 

peace talks
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United Nations peacekeepers patrol with Lebanese army forces in vehicles of the UN Interim Force in Lebanon (UNIFIL) in 
the Buwayda region of Marjayoun near the border with Israel in southern Lebanon

Chaos after India’s biggest airline cancels 1,200 flights
AFP | New Delhi

Chaos gripped Indian air-
ports yesterday after the 

country’s biggest airline Indi-
Go cancelled over 1,200 flights, 
stranding thousands of passen-
gers.

The company blamed the 
disruption on “unforeseen op-
erational challenges,” including 
technical glitches, bad weather 
and new rules for workers.

India’s aviation watchdog 
ordered an investigation and 
demanded that IndiGo respond 
with plans to ease the inter-
ruptions, which have persisted 
since Monday.

Passengers vented their an-
ger online, with one airport 
user on X describing “complete 
mayhem” with delays of up to 
eight hours and no staff on hand 
to help.

Some 1,232 IndiGo flights had 
been cancelled as of Wednes-
day, according to the company. 
The number of delays was not 
clear.

IndiGo said it was offering 
customers alternative travel ar-
rangements and refunds while 
restoring its services.

The company acknowledged 
its “significantly disrupted” 
operations were partly due to 

new crew rostering rules hav-
ing a “negative compounding 
impact”.

The rules came into effect 
last month and aim to give pi-
lots and crew more rest periods 
to enhance passenger safety.

In a meeting yesterday with 
senior officials from the airline 
and from the Directorate Gen-
eral of Civil Aviation, IndiGo 
acknowledged that “more can-
cellations will continue for the 
next 2–3 days,” according to a 
statement issued by the aviation 
watchdog.

Airline officials also said that 
“corrective actions are under-
way” with the aim of fully re-

storing operations by February 
10, the statement added.

It said the aviation body de-
manded IndiGo submit “a de-
tailed roadmap covering pro-
jected crew recruitment”.

The disruption is another 
setback to the no-frills carrier, 
which has built its reputation 
on punctuality.

Last week, 200 of its planes 
were affected when Airbus is-
sued an alert for an urgent up-
grade for 6,000 aircraft world-
wide.

India is one of the world’s 
fastest growing aviation mar-
kets, hitting 500,000 daily fly-
ers last month for the first time.

European leaders in phone call voiced distrust of US over Ukraine: report
AFP | Berlin

European leaders in a confer-
ence call this week voiced 

distrust of US efforts to nego-
tiate an end to Russia’s war in 
Ukraine, according to German 
news weekly Der Spiegel, which 
said it had obtained written notes 
on the call.

German Chancellor Friedrich 
Merz and French President Em-
manuel Macron had expressed 
scepticism in the call Monday 
with Ukraine’s President Volo-
dymyr Zelensky and others that 
US negotiators would safeguard 
Kyiv’s interests, the report said.

The magazine quoted Macron 
as saying during the call that 
“there is a chance that the US 
will betray Ukraine on territory 
without clarity on security guar-
antees”.

An Elysee source told AFP the 
reported quote did not match the 
French presidency’s own record 
of the call.

“The president has publicly 
stated his position on the ongo-
ing negotiations between Rus-
sia and the United States, which 
is no different in private,” the 
source added.

According to the report, Merz 

warned Zelensky to be “very 
careful in the coming days” and 
added that “they are playing 
games with both you and us”.

The German chancellery told 
AFP: “We cannot comment on in-
dividual media reports. Further-
more, we cannot, as a matter of 
principle, report on confidential 
conversations.”

Zelensky’s communications 

adviser Dmytro Lytvyn, asked 
about the Der Spiegel report by 
AFP, said: “We do not comment 
on provocations.”

 ‘Protect’ Zelensky 
According to the magazine, 

Finland’s President Alexander 
Stubb expressed distrust of US 
President Donald Trump’s en-
voy Steve Witkoff and son-in-

law Jared Kushner, who went 
to the Kremlin for talks earlier 
this week.

“We cannot leave Ukraine 
and Volodymyr alone with 
these guys,” Stubb said, Der 
Spiegel reported.

His office told AFP: “We do not 
comment on confidential discus-
sions held by the President of the 
Republic.”

NATO chief Mark Rutte said in 
the call that “we must protect Vo-
lodymyr”, Der Spiegel said, citing 
what it said were notes on the 
call, not a verbatim transcript, 
without naming the author of 
the notes.

A NATO official said: “As a gen-
eral rule, we do not comment on 
leaks. As for the Secretary Gen-
eral’s stance on the ongoing work 
to end the war against Ukraine, 
he has been clear in his support 
for the efforts led by President 
Trump and his team.”

German Finance Minister and Vice Chancellor Lars Klingbeil (L) greets German 
Chancellor Friedrich Merz as Bavaria’s State Premier Markus Soeder passes by

Labourers work atop an under-construction building as an Indigo aircraft 
prepares to land at Kempegowda International Airport in Bengaluru

We cannot leave Ukraine 
and Volodymyr alone 

with these guys
FINLAND’S PRESIDENT ALEXANDER STUBB


