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England subdue Senegal to
book France clash in quarters

England’s Bukayo Saka celebrates scoring their third goal with Harry Kane

and Phil Foden
AFP

ngland set up a titanic

World Cup quarter-final
against holders France as Jude
Bellingham’s masterclass in-
spired a 3-0 win against Sene-
gal in the last 16 yesterday.

Gareth Southgate’s side sur-
vived a nervous start before
Jordan Henderson and Harry
Kane put Senegal to the sword
with a pair of clinical finishes
before half-time.

Bukayo Saka scored Eng-
land’s third, but it was Bell-
ingham’s prodigious work-rate
and burgeoning quality in pos-
ses-sion that allowed them to
turn the tide.

Bellingham set up Hender-
son’s opener and the Borussia
Dortmund midfielder was in-
volved again when England
cap-tain Kane bagged his first
goal in this World Cup.

Kane has now netted 11
times at major tournaments,
overtaking Gary Lineker as
England’s all-time top scorer
in those competitions.

But at the tender age of
19, it is Bellingham who has
emerged as England’s driving
force.

Euro 2020 run-
ners-up England have
won only one of their

last eight meetings
with France, who
pose a significant
threat to their hopes
of winning a first ma-
jor title for 56 years

He is the first teenager to
assist in a World Cup knockout
stage game since 1966, having
already announced his arrival
on the global stage by netting
his first England goal in the
6-2 rout of Iran in their group
opener.

Just two years after he was
playing in the English second
tier with Birmingham, the pre-
cocious Bellingham was totally
unfazed against Senegal in the
biggest game of his life.

SPOITS

France beat Poland to
reach quarter-finals

Record Giroud, sublime Mbappe send France into quarter-finals with Poland win

Olivier Giroud
became France’s all-time
leading goalscorer

AFP

ylian Mbappe set up a

B history-making goal for

Olivier Giroud and then

scored two himself as holders

France eased into the quarter-fi-

nals of the World Cup with a 3-1
win over Poland yesterday.

Giroud’s opening goal a min- |

ute before half-time was his
52nd for his country, allowing
him to pass Thierry Henry and
become France’s all-time record
marksman.

Mbappe’s lethal strike in the
74th minute killed off any pros-
pect of a Poland comeback and
he netted again at the death to
move to nine goals in just 11
World Cup appearances, the
second-most for a French player
at the tournament.

At the other end the threat
of Robert Lewandowski was
snuffed out by the French de-
fence although the 34-year-
old Poland captain did get the
consolation of scoring a stop-
page-time penalty.

France, though, march on to
the quarter-finals and remain
on course to become the first

France’s Olivier Giroud scores the opening goal

FIFA World Cup results
France 3-1 Poland
England 3-0 Senegal

Today’s matches
Japan vs Croatia 6PM

Brazil vs South Korea 10PM
team to successfully defend the
World Cup since Brazil 60 years
ago.

France were overwhelming
favourites against a Poland side
who had limped through the
group stage, but the memory
of their exit from Euro 2020
served as a warning.

France had been 3-1 up and
cruising in that last-16 tie against

52

international goals have
been score by Olivier
Giroud to to pass Thierry
Henry as France’s all-time
record marksman

Switzerland only to concede
two late goals and end up los-
ing on penalties, with Mbappe
missing the crucial spot-kick.
Mbappe returned yesterday
as one of nine changes fol-
lowing their inconsequential
defeat by Tunisia, with goal-

y(oll

KNOW WHAT

France, though, march
on to the quarter-fi-
nals and remain on

course to become the

first team to success-

fully defend the World
Cup since Brazil 60

years ago

keeper and captain Hugo Lloris
also returning to win his 142nd
cap.

That saw him equal the re-
cord for most France appear-
ances held by Lilian Thuram,
whose son Marcus came off the
bench here.

It was a history-making occa-
sion for France but what coach
Didier Deschamps wanted
above all was a routine victory
and progression to the quar-
ter-finals.

The sky should be the limit
for a French side led by Mbappe,
but it is not just him.

Ousmane Dembele and An-
toine Griezmann were lively
in a strong start amid a hushed
atmosphere.

Brazil’s Jesus and Telles out of tournament due to injuries

Reuters

B razil’s forward Gabriel Jesus
and defender Alex Telles
have both been ruled out of the
rest of the World Cup after pick-
ing up knee injuries in their fi-
nal Group G game against Cam-
eroon, the country’s football
association said on Saturday.

Telles was substituted in the
54th minute of Brazil’s 1-0 de-
feat by the African side, with
Jesus leaving the pitch 10 min-
utes later.

“Players Alex Telles and Ga-
briel Jesus underwent tests
on Saturday morning accom-
panied by Brazil team doctor
Rodrigo Lasmar and a MRI on

Gabriel Jesus

their right knees confirmed the
extent of the injuries and the
impossibility of recovery in time
to participate in the FIFA World
Cup 2022,” the CBF said in a

statement.

Neymar is still recover-
ing from an ankle inju-
ry suffered in their de-
but win against Serbia,
and they have only one
pure full back available
after left back Telles
injury in the Cameroon
game

World Cup favourites Bra-
zil face South Korea in the last
16 on Monday. Other Brazilian
players are hoping to overcome
injuries in time to rejoin the
team.

Neymar is still recovering
from an ankle injury suffered
in their debut win against Ser-
bia, and they have only one pure
full back available after left back
Telles injury in the Cameroon
game.

Starting full backs Danilo and
Alex Sandro have been side-
lined by injuries suffered earlier
in the competition and their
availability is still unclear for
Monday.

Messi and Scaloni expect hard fight with old rivals Netherlands

Reuters

A- rgentina captain Lionel Messi and
coach Lionel Scaloni predicted a tough

but beautiful encounter with

erlands when the sides meet in Friday’s

World Cup quarter-final.

Argentina beat Australia 2-1 while the
Netherlands defeated the United States 3-1
on Saturday to set up a tantalising clash be-
tween two of the great teams of world foot-
ball who famously met in the 1978 World
Cup final which the South Americans won.

“It’s going to be a very beautiful game,

the Neth-

with two historic teams. Sadly one team has

to lose and we hope it’s us who go through,”
Scaloni said in a news conference after his
side’s last-16 victory over Australia.
Noting the age gap, Scaloni, 44, said he
had since his early playing days been an
admirer of Dutch coach Louis van Gaal, 71.

Argentina coach Lionel Scaloni during training with
Leonel Messi

“He was an eminence back then. It’s a
proud moment to face him. We know how
much he has done in football, and how
many people have tried to copy him,” he

said.

LIONEL MESSI

“This is one of the pleasures that football

gives you, especially as it is happening at a

World Cup.

“We face a difficult opponent, like all of
them, and we hope to do well. Maybe they
are not shining like past Dutch teams, but
they are very clear in what they do.”

Don’t write

off

Ronaldo, warns Shaqiri

AFP

ristiano Ronaldo may be

37 and without a club but
Switzerland’s Xherdan Shaqi-
ri, whose team face Portugal in
the World Cup last 16 on Tues-
day, says it would be a mistake
to consider him a fading force.

“You cannot write off Cris-
tiano, he is one of the best
players in the world together
with (Lionel) Messi,” Shaqiri
told reporters after training
yesterday.

“This guy can score any sec-
ond, any minute, he has expe-
rience and everyone knows
how important he is for Por-
tugal and for his team,” add-
ed the former Liverpool and
Bayern Munich attacker, who
scored in Switzerland’s 3-2 win
over Serbia on Friday which
secured them a place in the
knockout stage.

Ronaldo, who has been re-
leased by Manchester United
after his controversial televi-
sion interview, has scored once
so far in this tournament, with
a penalty in the opening group
stage 3-2 win over Ghana.

But Shaqiri, who now plays
in Major League Soccer with
Chicago Fire, knows that re-
gardless of Ronaldo’s threat
there are also plenty of other
sources of danger from Por-
tugal.

“We have to know also the
other players because it is not
only Ronaldo, they have very
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Cristiano Ronaldo of Portugal
(L) consoles Xherdan Shagiri of
Switzerland (R) (file photo)

XHERDAN SHAQIRI

good players, young players
who can make a big difference
and we need to give really a
very good performance be-
cause its knockout and any-
thing can happen in the 95-100
minutes and we are looking
forward to it,” he said.



