
Britney Spears releases new 
song to celebrate 39th birthday

• RCA Records 
dropped an all-new, 
never-heard-before 
song called ‘Swimming 
in the Stars,’ which 
was originally a 
part of her 2016 
album ‘Glory’

ANI | Los An-
geles

As 
sing-

er Brit-
n e y 
S p e a r s 
celebrat-
e d  h e r 
39th birth-
day earlier 
this week, her 
label released 
a new song in 
honour of the 
pop princess.

According to 
Fox News, RCA 

Records dropped an all-new, 
never-heard-before song called 
‘Swimming in the Stars,’ which 
was originally a part of her 
2016 album ‘Glory.’

Soon after the release, the 
song is now available for 

download on almost all 
the music streaming 
services.

It can also be or-
dered at the Urban 

Outfitters as part of a 
limited edition ‘Glo-
ry,’ vinyl record.

A c c o r d i n g  t o 
Fox News, the 

2016 released 
a l b u m  w a s 
re - re l e a s e d 
in May and it 
featured an-

other new song 
‘Mo o d  R i n g .’ 

The song was only 
originally featured 

as a bonus track for the 
album released in Japan,

The 39-year-old musi-
cian celebrated her birth-
day with her boyfriend 
Sam Asghari in Hawaii.

Sean Connery’s 007 pistol 
from ‘Dr.No’ sells for $256,000

Reuters | Los Angeles 

A handgun used by the 
late Sean Connery in 

the first James Bond film 
sold for $256,000 at auction 
in Beverly Hills on Thurs-
day, topping earlier estimates 
for the piece of Hollywood 
history, Julien’s Auctions  

said.
T h e  d e a c t i va t e d 
s e m i - a u t o m a t i c 

Walther PP pis-
t o l ,  w h i c h 

along with 
its smaller 
model the 
PPK became 

one of  the 
film franchise’s 

best-known imag-
es, was used by Con-

nery in the movie “Dr. 
No” in 1962.

Connery, the first James 
Bond in the franchise, died 
on Oct. 31 at the age of  
90.

Julien’s said the win-
ning bidder, who asked to 
remain anonymous, was 
an American who had 

seen every James Bond movie 
with his or her children. The 
auction house had previously 
estimated that the gun would 
fetch between $150,000 and 
$200,000.

A helmet created for Tom 
Cruise in “Top Gun” also sold 
at the auction for $108,000, 
while a sword used by Bruce 
Willis in “Pulp Fiction” fetched  
$35,200.

The auction house had 
previously estimated 

that the gun would fetch 
between $150,000 and 

$200,000
KNOW WHAT
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Across
1- Green; 6- Keyed in; 11- Mantric syllables; 14- Clampett player; 15- Rob, old-style; 
16- Remuneration; 17- Pub game; 18- Lets up; 19- Bronze component; 20- Regan’s dad; 
22- Queeg’s command; 24- Brazenly obvious; 28- Rarely encountered; 30- Recess; 31- 
Actress Verdugo; 32- Vessel; 33- Statute; 37- ___ dreaming?; 38- Blast from the past; 39- 
Mauna ___; 40- What roentgens measure; 43- Groundwork; 45- Descendant; 46- Painter, 
e.g.; 47- Need for liquid; 49- Sleep; 50- Fluff, as bangs; 51- Baht spender; 52- Fitting; 
53- Olds model; 56- Like a smokestack; 61- Levi’s rival; 62- Boarded; 63- Computer key; 
64- French article; 65- Chew the scenery; 66- Gives a 9.8, say;

Down 
1- Composer Rorem; 2- Attorney’s org.; 3- Neighbor of Leb.; 4- Spot checker?; 5- Shackle; 
6- Rare delight; 7- Age unit; 8- ___ de deux (ballet dance); 9- 12/24 or 12/31; 10- Discourse 
on a theme; 11- Pertaining to the eye; 12- New Brunswick neighbor; 13- Auld Lang ___; 
21- Hydrocarbon ending; 23- Composer Khachaturian; 24- Kid-lit elephant; 25- Wool 
source; 26- Bitterly pungent; 27- ___ out (dress up); 28- Killed; 29- Gospel singer Winans; 
31- Finish with; 33- Marner’s creator; 34- Beast of Borden; 35- Clangorous; 36- Sensation 
provided by buds on the tongue; 38- Elevator man; 41- Wife of Osiris; 42- Land; 43- 
Strong, tough man; 44- ABA member; 46- Bingo!; 47- Native American tent; 48- Can’t 
stand; 49- Excelled; 50- Like some orders; 51- Horse’s gait; 54- Actor Herbert; 55- DDE’s 
command; 57- ___ roll; 58- Polo Grounds hero; 59- Peg used on the first in golf; 60- 
Decade divs.;

S U D O K U C R O S S W O R D

Yesterday’s solution Yesterday’s solution

How to play
Place a number in the empty boxes in such 
a way that each row across, each column 
down and each 9-box square contains all 
of the numbers from one to nine. 

celebs

Alison Brie on directing an 
episode in docu-series on 
Marvel legacy
• Brie says she is 
always open to the 
idea of working with 
any of her co-stars 
from the series

IANS | Los Angeles

Actress Alison Brie says 
watching the work of 
Gillian Jacobs, her co-

star in the comedy series Com-
munity, helped her a lot while 
foraying into the documentary 
space.

The actress says she is always 
open to the idea of working 
with any of her co-stars from 
the series, and this is what had 
her excited for Marvel’s 616. 
Brie and Jacobs directed an 
episode each of the anthology 
docu-series.

“It actually was just totally 
independent and no connection 

really,” Brie said while discuss-
ing getting associated with the 
project together.

“Gillian has been doing some 
work in this space. This is my 
first foray into the documenta-
ry space, but I just directed an 
episode of Season 3 of ‘Glow’. 
I got a text from them asking 
if I did theatre in high school. 
To which I responded, ‘Have 
you met me?’ and so that pret-
ty much got the ball rolling in 
terms of what my episode’s 
about,” she added.

The actress continued: “And 
then I found out on that call 
that Gillian had already direct-
ed an episode. And I was lucky 
enough to get to watch her 
episode. I got to watch a cou-
ple of them as I was preparing 
to direct mine. Even though 
you know in a way it was just 
helpful to watch hers. And I 
also watched Paula Scher’s 
episode. And they were so  
different.”

“Everybody ’s 
episode is spe-
cific to them and 
their subject mat-
ter. It ’s always 
fun to see my  
‘ C o m m u -
nity’ fam-
ily in any 
t y p e  o f 
way. I was 
really in-
spired by 
watching 
G i l l i a n ’s 
e p i s o d e. 
I thought 
it was so 
b e a u t i -
f u l .  U h , 
s o  t h a t  
g av e  m e 
c o n f i -
dence go-
ing into 
m i n e , ” 
she add-
ed.

Sean Connery with the pistol

Jim Parsons reveals he auditioned for 
‘The Office’ before ‘Big Bang Theory’
ANI | Washington 

Jim Parsons, popularly known 
for his famous role as Shel-

don Cooper in hit sitcom ‘Big 
Bang Theory,’ recently revealed 
that he was almost a part of an-
other loved sitcom ‘The Office,’ 
before landing as Cooper.

The statements came during a 

panel discussion for an upcom-
ing Fox sitcom ‘Call Me Kat,’ 
that he executive produces.

He revealed during the dis-
cussion that he once went in for 
the audition for an unspecified 
role on NBC’s mega-hit ‘The Of-
fice’ and that he never had high 
hopes for the audition.

‘The Office’ is a remake of a 

popular British TV series cre-
ated by Ricky Gervais and Ste-
phen Merchant.

“I was like ‘how stupid, it’s 
about an office. If America 
wanted their own office show, 
they would have already made 
it by now,” Deadline quoted Par-
sons as saying.

According to Fox News, Par-

sons has received 
four Emmy awards 
for ‘The Big Bang 
T h e o r y ’  a c r o s s 
six nominations, 
while ‘The Of-
fice’ has also 
won sever-
al  Emmy 
awards.

Miley Cyrus opens up about ‘conflicted’ relationship with Liam Hemsworth
ANI | Washington 

American singer and pop-
star Miley Cyrus opened 

about her marriage conflicts 
with Liam Hemsworth on 
Thursday, in an interview.

According to Fox News, the 
two dated on-and-off for 10 
years before tying the knot in 
December 2018 and parted their 
ways in 2020.

Reported by Fox News, in a 
recent interview, the ‘Midnight 
Sky’ singer told that the couple 

were pushed into mar-
riage in order to save los-
ing their Malibu, Calif.,  
home

“In trying to put that 
back together, in-
stead of going, ‘Oh, 
nature kind of 
did something 
I couldn’t do 
for myself; it 
forced me to 
let go,’ I ran to-
ward the fire,” she 
explained

“You’re attracted to that 
heat, and me being an in-
tense person and not  
wanting to sit with it, 
and not wanting to go, 
you know, ‘What could 

be purposeful about 
this?’ I just clung 
to what I had left 
o f  t h a t  h o u s e , 
w h i c h  w a s  m e 
and him,” the star  
added.

Meanwhile,  Cyrus 
s a i d  t h a t  s h e  l ove s 

Hemsworth very much and 
always will continue to do  
so.

According to Fox News, 
The 28-year old star, however, 
revealed that their relation-
ship came to an end because 
of too much conflict between  
them.

Adding to the details, the 
‘Black Mirror’ actor stated that 
when she comes home, she 
wants to be anchored by some-
one and don’t get off on drama 
and fighting.

Alison Brie

Miley CyrusBritney Spears

Jim Parsons

Coach Vieira sacked by Nice: club
Reuters | Paris

Nice have sacked coach 
Pa t r i c k  V i e i r a  f o l -

lowing a string of poor re-
sults, the Ligue 1 club said  
yesterday.

Nice lost 3-2 at home to Bay-
er Leverkusen on Thursday 
in the Europa League, leaving 
them third in Group C with 
three points and without any 
hope of reaching the knock-
outs.

Medal Winner lifts GPIC Cup 
in day’s main race at REHC

TDT | Manama

Medal Winner of Al Moha-
mediya Racing clinched 

the Gulf Petrochemical Indus-
tries Company (GPIC) Cup in 
yesterday’s main race at Rashid 
Equestrian and Horseracing 
Club.

T h e  Hu s s a i n  A l d a i l a -
mi-trained four-year-old lift-
ed one of the three GPIC Cups 
up for grabs on the day’s race 
card. Graphite Storm and Dir-
ab won the other two in the 
seventh and sixth races, re-
spectively.

Medal Winner was ridden by 
Paddy Mathers for the eighth 
and final race of the day and 
they triumphed in a time of 
two minutes 02.655 seconds in 
the 10-furlong event, claiming 
the lion’s share of the BD3,000 
total prize.

Jazeel followed two-and-
a-quarter lengths behind for 
Victorious, Hesham Al Hadd-
ad and David Egan, while 
third place was claimed by 
Desert Lion, representing Isa 
Mahmood Al Seddiqi, Hes-
ham Al Haddad and Callum 
Rodriguez.

In race seven, held over 
six furlongs, Graphite Storm 
was the victor for Al Hassa-
nain Syndicate, Mohammed 
Sammak and Andrew Elliott, 
taking first place in 1:12.693 
and the biggest share of the 
BD4,000 prize.

Dark Shadow came in sec-
ond four-and-a-half lengths 
behind for Al Mohamediya 
Racing, Osama Hashim and 
Callum Rodriguez, while Sonja 
Henie was third for Victorious, 
Hesham Al Haddad and David 
Egan.

The sixth race was held over 
seven furlongs with a BD3,000 
prize, and Dirab emerged tri-
umphant for HH Shaikh Ham-
ad bin Abdulla bin Isa Al Khal-
ifa, James Naylor and Abdulla 
Faisal. Pulp Fiction was sec-
ond three-and-a-half lengths 
back for Al Adiyat Racing, Alan 
Smith and Gerald Mosse, while 
Breathtaking came third for 
Abdulla Fawzi Nass, Hesham 
Al Haddad and David Egan.

Meanwhile, Al Fajir Mukbile 
lifted the Late S Sharaf Al Ala-
wi Cup in the day’s fifth race 
held over eight furlongs with 
a BD2,000 prize. The race win-
ner competed for Raed Ahmed 
Yousif Alboainain and Yousif 
Boainain, and was ridden by 
Ahmed Maki. Finishing three-
and-a-quarter lengths behind 
was Suspect Package, compet-
ing for Victorious, Alan Smith 
and Abdulrahim Jassim; while 
third was Gateway competing 
for Mustafa Jaffar Ali Omran, 
Osama Hashim and Abdulla 
Al Hawaj. A total of 14 horses 
competed in the race.

Elsewhere yesterday, Daleel 
triumphed for HH Shaikh 
Hamad bin Abdulla bin Isa 
Al Khalifa, James Naylor and 
Abdulla Faisal in the nine-fur-
long fourth race; Teenar took 
first place for Al Mohamedi-
ya Racing, Hussain Aldailami 
and Callum Rodriguez in race 
three, held over six furlongs, 
and Afrah was the top finisher 
in race two held over five fur-
longs competing for Al Awlad 
Syndicate, Naylor and Adnan 
Jaffar.

The first race of the day, 
also covering a five-furlong 
distance, was claimed by Al 
Mlolesh 1748.

BRAVE CF announces Fighter Of The Year nominees
TDT | Manama

The year of 2020 was full of 
inspiring stories and victo-

ries for the ages at BRAVE Com-
bat Federation. But who were 
the five athletes who stood out 
from the pack and made these 
challenging times also a time 
to shine?

BRAVE Combat Federation’s 
2020 Year of Change Awards 
announced the nominees for 
one of its most important cat-
egories: Fighter of the Year. 
The list is composed by a mix 
of World Champions, former 
World Champions, and fight-
ers in the hunt of ultimate  
glory.

The first nominee is arguably 
one of the most popular and be-
loved Middle Eastern athletes of 
all time: Mohammed “The Lat-
est” Fakhreddine. After being 
struck by personal and public 
tragedies, Fakhreddine man-
aged to make the year of 2020 
as the year he finally became 
the world champion, capturing 

BRAVE CF’s Middleweight title 
in style, with a fourth-round-
knockout over Daniel Gaúcho in 
the Kingdom of Bahrain.

The second nominee, Amin 
Ayoub, also got his first interna-
tional MMA belt in 2020 and did 
it in the most competitive divi-
sion of any Mixed Martial Arts 
promotion, the Lightweight. 
Ayoub challenged the champion 
Cleiton “Predator” Silva and got 
a knockout in the fourth, after a 
solid and decisive performance.

The third name on this list 

is a former world champion 
who found again the passion 
for fighting and made 2020 the 
year of his comeback. After los-
ing his title to Jarrah Al Silawi 
in 2019, Abdoul Abdouraguimov 
rose from the ashes and sub-
mitted Carl Booth and Louis 
Glismann to become, yet again, 
the Welterweight number one 
contender.

Another veteran who got 
back to the top in 2020 was 
Philippines’ Rolando Dy. With 
two huge wins, against Maciek 

Gierszewski and John Brewin, 
“The Incredible” became the 
heavily favorite to be the next 
Lightweight world title chal-
lenger.

The last nominee is also the 
youngster among all. 24-year-
old British prospect Sam Pat-
terson is undefeated in his last 
six fights and recently got the 
biggest win of his professional 
career, knocking out the veteran 
Felipe Silva in less than two-
and-a-half minutes.

The 2020 Fighter of the Year 
will be announced based on the 
results from the fans who cast 
their votes at BRAVE CF’s official 
Instagram account (www.insta-
gram.com/bravemmaf ). 

Guven, Simmenauer top Porsche practice sessions
TDT | Manama

Ayhancan Guven became 
the first-ever driver to top 

the timesheet in a session held 
along Bahrain International Cir-
cuit’s Outer Track, after setting 
the pace yesterday in the first 
practice of this weekend’s Por-
sche Sprint Challenge Middle 
East.

Held in support of the F1 
Rolex Sakhir Grand Prix, the 
opening practice kicked off the 
day’s schedule. 

Guven, who did not compete 
in last weekend’s events, im-
mediately showed his quick-
ness with a best lap of one min-
ute 14.634 seconds to kick off 

the second round of Porsche’s 
2020/2021 season.

Jean-Baptiste Simmenauer 

followed 0.502s behind, while 
Richard Wagner was third 1.019s 
adrift along the 3.543-kilometre 

circuit layout. Each of the top 
three are competing in the se-
ries’ GT3 class Pro category.

Leading the Pro-Am runners 
was Lucas Groeneveld, while 
Eddy Waldhier topped the Am 
participants. 

Bahrainis Shaikh Ali bin Mo-
hammed Al Khalifa (PA) and 
Shaikh Jaber bin Ali Al Khalifa 
(A) were classified ninth and 
10th, respectively.

Meanwhile, in the second 
practice session held late last 
night, Simmenauer was fastest 
with a best lap of 1:14.714.

The Porsche field now head 
for qualifying at 2pm today, fol-
lowed by the weekend’s first 
17-lap race at 6.30pm.
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Tsunoda secures F2 pole
Carlin driver tops Qualifying and will start in front of 22-car grid in penultimate 
feature race of 2020 season

• Nikita Mazepin 
secures other front row 
grid position, while 
Jehan Daruvala and 
Robert Shwartzman 
to start from row two

• Championship leader 
Mick Schumacher 
collides with Roy 
Nissany late in Quali, 
forced to start towards 
back of field

TDT | Manama

Yuki Tsunoda captured 
pole position last night 
for the last Feature Race 

of the 2020 Formula 2 season, to 
be held as part of the weekend’s 
events in the Formula 1 Rolex 
Sakhir Grand Prix at Bahrain 
International Circuit (BIC) in 
Sakhir.

Tsunoda registered a fastest 
lap of one minute 02.676 sec-
onds in F2’s 30-minute Qual-
ifying session around BIC’s 
3.543-kilometre Outer Track.

It was his fourth pole of the 
season with his team Carlin, and 
it earned him four crucial points 
on the drivers’ championship 
standings.

Tsunoda was a mere 0.122s 
quicker than Hitech Grand 
Prix’s Nikita Mazepin, who took 
the other front row position on 
the grid. Carlin teammate Jehan 
Daruvala (+0.131s) and Prema 
Racing’s Robert Shwartzman 
(+0.146s) will start on row two, 
while the top eight is completed 
by Felipe Drugovich (+0.165s) of 
MP Motorsport, Christian Lun-
dgaard (+0.173s) of ART Grand 

Prix, Artem Markelov (+0.271s) 
of BWT HWA Racelab, and Dan 
Ticktum (+0.278s) of Dams.

The session was suspended 
with around four minutes to 
go after Hitech’s Luca Ghiot-
to spun off and stopped in the 
run-off area. After the re-start, 
championship leader Mick 
Schumacher of Prema and Roy 
Nissany of Trident collided in 
the session’s closing moments, 
with Nissany running over the 
back of Schumacher’s car.

That left them having to settle 
for 18th and 19th on the grid 
for today’s 48-lap Feature Race, 

which is scheduled for a 3.10pm 
start.

Earlier in the day, Tsunoda 
got things off to a positive start 
by setting the fastest lap in the 
round’s lone F2 Practice.

It was the final F2 Practice 
of 2020 and it was cut short 
after Markelov’s car went up in 
smoke down the main straight 
with just under five minutes to 
go, bringing out the red flag.

Tsunoda had set the fastest 
lap of 1:03.267 before the stop-
page while Daruvala in the oth-
er Carlin with a 0.228s gap for 
a Carlin one-two. Ghiotto was 
third 0.315s behind.

Yuki Tsunoda in action on track during F2 practice

Action from one of yesterday’s races

Guven in action during yesterday’s first Porsche practice

Yuki Tsunoda has 
clinched pole position 
three other times in 
the 2020 F2 season, 

and also has two race 
victories and three 

other podium finishes
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Nominees
Abdoul Abdouraguimov

Mohammad Fakhreddine

Sam Patterson

Rolando Dy

Amin Ayoub


