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In the evening of 4 December 
2020, Mr.Michael Pompeo, US 
Secretary of State, virtually 

participated the 16th IISS Manama 
Dialogue which is hosted by the 
International Institute for Strate-
gic Studies, and made remarks on 
the opening address. Mr.Pompeo 
viciously attacked the Communist 
Party of China (CPC) in his speech, 
slandered Chinese high-technol-
ogy enterprises, and accused Chi-
na spreading the COVID-19 virus. 
Out of ideological prejudice and 
political self-interest, Mr. Pom-
peo has repeatedly slandered and 
smeared China, exaggerated the 
so-called China threat, and fabri-
cated and spread political lies and 
political viruses against China. On 
behalf of the Chinese Embassy 
in Bahrain, I resolutely opposed, 
strongly dissatisfied and severely 
condemned to Mr. Pompeo’s rel-
evant remarks on China.

Firstly, Mr. Pompeo has been al-
ways viciously attacking the CPC, 
hype up ideological confrontation 
based on a groundless lie. The 
international community won’t 
be fooled by Mr. Pompeo’s words. 
China has been upholding peace, 
development, cooperation and 
mutual benefit, sticking to the 
diplomatic principle of safeguard-
ing world peace and promoting 
common development, proactive-
ly participating in international 
and regional affairs, and making 
major contributions to world de-
velopment.

People can tell right from 
wrong. Mr. Pempeo should face 
up to and heed the rational, im-

partial calls from the international 
community, view in an objective 
manner China’s achievements 
and contributions under the CPC 
leadership, and stay away from 
the narrow-minded anti-China 
approach which will only make 
them standing against the world 
and the trend of the times.

Secondly, Without any solid 
evidence, the US has launched 
a global campaign against a pri-
vate Chinese company. Everyone 
can see easily and clearly that the 
US goal is to keep its monopo-
ly in science and technology but 
deny other countries the legit-
imate right to development. It 
doesn’t even bother to disguise 
its bullying. This not only vio-
lates the international rules of fair 
trade, but also hurts the free glob-
al market environment. The US 
conduct wire-tapping and mass 
surveillance around the globe, 
and these wrongful acts are al-
ready an open secret. The US is 
not qualified to build a coalition of 
“clean countries”. Distortion, def-
amation or politically suppression 
of companies who are front-run-
ners in 5G technology are des-
picable actions and, instead of 
gaining advantage or winning  
respect.

China recently put forward the 
Global Initiative on Data Securi-
ty and called on ICT companies 
to not install backdoors in their 
products and services. Should 
need arise to obtain overseas data 
out of law enforcement purposes 
such as combating crimes, coun-
tries should do it through judi-
cial assistance or other relevant 
multilateral and bilateral agree-

ments. China calls on all countries 
to support the Global Initiative 
on Data Security, jointly formu-
late global rules on data securi-
ty, and together safeguard cyber  
security.

Thirdly, The report once again 
vindicates the fact that tracing 
the origin of the virus is a com-
plex scientific issue, and it is up 
to scientists around the world to 
conduct international scientific 
research and cooperation. WHO 
officials have said virus tracing 
is an ongoing process that may 
involve multiple countries and 
localities. As this process evolves, 
we should be open to the possi-
bility of various origins. China 
continues supporting scientists 
around the world in conducting 
global scientific research on the 
source and route of transmission 
of the virus. China also supports 
WHO-led cooperation among 
member states on the zoonotic 
source of COVID-19 and in other 
fields.

Since COVID-19 broke out, Chi-
na has been working in an open, 
transparent and responsible man-
ner to fulfill the IHR obligations 
and participate in international 
anti-epidemic cooperation. At the 
earliest possible time, China re-
ported to WHO on the epidemic, 
identified and published the ge-
nome sequence of the virus, made 
public our diagnosis, treatment 
and containment measures, and 
shared the epidemic information 
and containment experience with 
the relevant countries and regions.
In the face of the pandemic situ-
ation, China has provided assis-
tance to more than 150 countries 

and regions, joined COVAX, and 
actively supported WHO’s crucial 
role in fighting the pandemic. The 
Chinese government puts people 
and life first, engages in coopera-
tion, and the results we achieved 
can withstand the test of time and  
history.

How about certain US politi-
cians? They’ve got all the resourc-
es they need. Still they wasted the 
precious window of opportunity. 
The United States withdrew from 
WHO and voted against the COV-
ID-19 resolution in the UN General 
Assembly. It chose to stand on 
the opposite side of 169 countries 
by openly flouting international 
cooperation against the pandemic. 

China has given a thorough ac-
count of its epidemic response 
with solid facts and a clear time-
line. They try to blame China for 
their poor epidemic response 
and to discredit China in the ser-
vice of their political gains. The 
American people and interna-
tional community bear witness to 
their incompetence. They should 
understand that respecting facts 
and science is the only way to 
save American lives and defeat the 
 virus.
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HRH Prince Salman spotted driving a red vintage 
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Cruising down the highway 
in that classic car watch-
ing the landscape unfold 

before is a dream every car en-
thusiast love to realise. 

People in Bahrain were bless-
ed with such a rare sight yes-

terday as His Royal Highness 
Prince Salman bin Hamad Al 
Khalifa took some time out to 
take his classic car out for a 
drive. 

No wonder, some keen eyes 
spotted him and also managed 
to click some shots. 

This happened as HRH Prince 

Salman was on his way in a red 
vintage convertible. 

A short video of the rare mo-
ment is now on Defend Bahrain’s 
Instagram account. 

The video shot in a close range 
shows HRH Prince Salman, in his 
casuals, on the driving seat of a 
red vintage “coupé convertible” 

with a companion. 
A smiling Prince Salman 

paused his ride for a short 
while to exchange pleasant-
ries with the man behind the  
camera. 

The video also shows him 
rides away waving his hands as 
the shot ends. This, however, is 

not the first time a Royal family 
member is spotted riding classic 
cars on the roadways here. 

Late Amir, His Highness 
Shaikh Isa bin Salman Al 
Khalifa, was a well know car  
enthusiast. 

In his days, Shaikh Isa, report-
edly, was seen driving from royal 

place to his house in Zallaq in 
his favourite classics including 
the Rolls-Royce Corniche con-
vertible.

This love for cars also result-
ed in Bahrain biz hosting the 
Formula Grand Prix to the de-
light of petrolheads all across the  
GCC. 

screengrabs of a video circulating on social media showing HRH Prince Salman driving an old classic car
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