
I’M SELFISH, IMPATIENT AND A LITTLE 
INSECURE. I MAKE MISTAKES, I AM OUT OF 
CONTROL AND AT TIMES HARD TO HANDLE. 
BUT IF YOU CAN’T HANDLE ME AT MY 
WORST, THEN YOU SURE AS HELL DON’T 
DESERVE ME AT MY BEST
MARILYN MONROE
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1274 1789 1813 1864 TODAY 
IN 

HISTORY

Around 1,000 soldiers of the 
Mongol army land on the Japa-
nese island of Tsushima in the 
first attack of Kublai Khan’s 
Mongol invasion of Japan

Women of Paris march to Versailles in the 
March on Versailles to confront Louis XVI 

about his refusal to promulgate the decrees on 
the abolition of feudalism, demand bread, and 

have the king and his court moved to Paris

Battle of the Thames: American forces under 
General William Henry Harrison defeat Tecum-
seh’s Confederacy and their British allies led by 
Henry Procter near Chatham, Upper Canada

Most of Calcutta is 
destroyed by a cyclone, 

killing approximately 
60,000 people
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I just brought together 
the G7 leaders to dis-

cuss the global energy 
situation. We agree to 
work in a coordinated 
manner to help bring 
down the prices of pe-
troleum products, par-
ticularly diesel.

@EmmanuelMacron

Held a wide-ranging 
meeting with Sjoerd 

Sjoerdsma, Netherlands 
Minister for Foreign 
Trade and Development 
Cooperation, on Dutch-@
WHO collaboration in re-
sponding to the Ebola 
outbreak in DRC, address-
ing health needs in Gaza, 
and ensuring sustainable 
financing for WHO’s work.

@DrTedros

As the Asian Games 
2026 draw to a close, 

my compliments to every 
member of the Indian 
contingent for represent-
ing our nation with deter-
mination, passion and re-
markable sporting spirit.

@narendramodi

From 1 to 7 October, “Aid 
to the Church in Need” 

is promoting “A Million 
Children Praying the Rosa-
ry” initiative for peace and 
unity in the world.  I whole-
heartedly thank all the boys 
and girls who are joining 
in this prayer in so many 
parts of the world.  Let us 
all follow their example, in-
voking the intercession of 
the Virgin Mary so that peo-
ples may be freed from the 
scourge of war.  In particu-
lar, let us pray for the Holy 
Land and for the innocent 
victims of violence.

@Pontifex

 Disclaimer: (Views expressed 
by columnists are personal and 
need not necessarily reflect our 

editorial stance)

02

The Houthis, officially known as 
Ansar Allah, began as a Zaydi Shia 
revivalist movement in northern 

Yemen in the 1980s. Their first major 
armed conflict with the Yemeni 

government began in 2004. They 
later captured Yemen’s capital, 
Sana’a, in 2014, and have since 

controlled large parts of northern 
and western Yemen. 

KNOW WHAT

US wants to hold talks 
with Russia, Ukraine
AFP | Kyiv, Ukraine

Ukrainian President Volo-
dymyr Zelensky said yes-

terday that the United States 
wants to broker a new round of 
talks with Ukraine and Russia 
on ending the four-and-a-half-
year war and hold it by the end 
of October.

The US-led peace efforts 
have been largely stalled with 
Washington's attention shift-
ed to its war with Iran and 
as Ukraine says Russia has 
ramped up its aerial attacks 
across the war-torn country.

"The American side is cur-
rently in contact with Ukraine 

and Russia and is proposing to 
somehow hold a meeting at the 
technical level in a trilateral 
format by the end of October," 
Zelensky told reporters on 
Sunday.

He said he had spoken with 
the American negotiators on 
Saturday.

" I  c o n f i r m e d  t o  t h e m 
that our side is ready to 
support this timeline," he  
|added.

Zelensky did not say where 
the talks would take place but 
said Ukraine was "open to the 
Emirates or another country 
proposed by the American 
side".

Trump confirms national intelligence 
chief as new AI czar
Washington, United States

US President Donald Trump 
yesterday confirmed na-

tional intelligence chief Jay 
Clayton as head of a new White 
House task force on artificial 
intelligence, amid increasingly 
vocal warnings from research-
ers about the technology’s po-
tential dangers.

Under Clayton, the new 
Super Intelligence Force -- 
Trump’s preferred term for 
artificial intelligence -- will 
ensure that the United States 
“continue to lead the world” 
in AI development, the presi-
dent posted on his Truth Social 
platform.

Trump said the force had 
also been tasked to “protect 
the interests, and improve the 
lives of all Americans.”

Clayton will become the 

second person to hold the in-
formal title after venture cap-
italist David Sacks, who held 
the role at the start of Trump’s 
second term before stepping 
down.

Sacks continues to advise 
the president on AI, as does 
Nvidia CEO Jensen Huang.

Jay Clayton

Russian strikes hit Kyiv while 
Germany’s Merz visits
AFP | Kyiv, Ukraine

Ukraine and Germany 
have signed a $1.5-billion 

weapons deal to help fight the 
surge in Russian drone attacks, 
while fresh strikes and air raid 
sirens greeted Chancellor 
Friedrich Merz on a solidarity 
visit yesterday.

The agreement includes 
combat drone weapons and 
support for Ukraine’s battered 
energy sector, which Russia 
is targeting to cut off heating 
and power during the freez-
ing winter months, Ukrainian 

President Volodymyr Zelensky 
wrote on X.

Merz, on a surprise visit to 
show European support as at-
tacks increase, discovered the 
new reality of daily life in the 
Ukrainian capital.

Air raid sirens wailed re-
peatedly, including as Zelen-
sky showed him the damage 
to the National Academy of 
Sciences, which was hit by a 
Russian attack drone on Mon-
day, killing two.

“We can see the entire point-
lessness of this war at this 
place,” noted Merz.

UK Green party adopts ‘Zionism is 
racism’ policy
London, United Kingdom

The UK’s left-wing Green 
party on Sunday voted to 

define Zionism as racism at the 
party’s annual get-together, 
drawing sharp backlash from 
British Jewish groups and the 
Israeli government.

Members of the Green 
party, which has five MPs in 
Britain’s 650-seat parliament 
and which enjoyed a boost in 
recent local and special elec-
tions, backed the motion at the 
party’s conference, with 1,022 

votes in favour and 813 against.
Zionism would be “treated 

as any other form of racism” 
and the party supports the es-
tablishment of a “single demo-
cratic Palestinian State in all of 
historic Palestine”. “This has 
been a serious and deeply felt 
debate within our member-
ship,” a Green spokesperson 
said. The Greens have enjoyed 
a surge in popularity under 
Zack Polanski, attracting vot-
ers dissatisfied with the cen-
tre-left Labour government’s 
stance on Israel-Hamas war.

Yemen announces military drive 
to retake all Houthi territory

Yemen’s government has struggled to roll back the surge

• The statement 
came just hours after 
the Houthis cut a 
vital supply route

AFP | Taiz, Yemen

Yemen's leader announced 
yesterday the start of a 
new military operation 

to retake all territory held by 
the Houthis, even as the group 
made fresh gains on the ground, 
effectively encircling a govern-
ment-held city.

The announcement sets an 
ambitious goal for the embat-
tled government, which recently 
lost large swathes of the coun-
try's Red Sea coastline and areas 
around the Bab al-Mandab Strait 
-- a chokepoint for internation-
al shipping -- after a lightning 
offensive by the Iran-backed 

Houthis.
Yemen's government has 

struggled to roll back the surge, 
even with the military support of 
Saudi Arabia, where the Houthis 
said they had attacked oil infra-
structure in the capital yet again 
on Sunday.

"I announce today the start of 
military operations to retake the 
remaining territories of the re-
public and extend the authority 
of the state and its institutions 
across the entire national terri-
tory," Rashad al-Alimi, the head 
of Yemen's presidential council, 
said in a statement.

Alimi called on all the armed 
forces "to begin carrying out 
their assigned missions, in ac-
cordance with the approved 
plans, until the country is liber-

ated from the grip of the Houthi 
terrorist militia".

The statement came just hours 
after the Houthis cut a vital sup-
ply route linking the besieged 
city of Taiz with the govern-
ment's interim capital Aden, ac-
cording to four security sources.

The Houthi advance followed 
days of heavy fighting in and 
around the city.

"We were informed that the 
Houthis had taken control of the 
al-Safiya area, where they cut the 
main road and took control of the 
police station," a police source in 
the area told AFP.

Three sources with the Yemeni 
military also confirmed Houthi 
control over the area and the 
supply route, with traffic along 
the road halted and the group 

now surrounding Taiz city.
The military sources added 

that fighting in the area was on-
going.

Taiz itself remains under the 
control of government forces but 
has long been besieged from the 
north, east and west by Houthi 
fighters and remains one of the 
main fronts in Yemen's long-run-
ning civ--il war.

"They've achieved the mili-
tary objective of isolating Taiz 
from Aden, even if they haven't 
fully taken control of it," Farea 
Al-Muslimi, research fellow at 
the Chatham House think-tank, 
told AFP.

Muslimi also downplayed ex-
pectations over what the coming 
government offensive might ac-
complish.

An armoured vehicle belonging to the Saudi-backed Yemeni government forces is stationed under a tree near to the Jabal 
Han front west of the city of Taiz

Pro-Imran Khan march starts in Pakistan’s northwest

• Authorities have 
been preparing for 
weeks for the possible 
arrival of demonstrators 
in Islamabad

• PTI has also called 
for the release of 
Khan’s three sisters, 
whose arrests last 
month further 
heightened tensions.

AFP | Islamabad, Pakistan

A march protesting against 
the imprisonment of former 

Pakistani prime minister Imran 
Khan kicked off in northwest 
Pakistan yesterday after talks to 
avoid the demonstration stalled.

Authorities have been pre-
paring for weeks for the pos-
sible arrival of demonstrators 
in Islamabad, with the march 
planned by supporters of Khan’s 
Pakistan Tehreek-e-Insaf (PTI) 
party originally slated for Sep-
tember 27 and then postponed 
until Sunday.

Videos posted on PTI’s official 
social media showed supporters 
coalescing in different areas in 
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa province, 

which is ruled by the party, and 
setting off in convoys as part of 
the “long march”.

Sohail Afridi, the chief min-
ister for Khyber Pakhtunkhwa, 
said earlier on X that the demon-
stration in support of Khan 
would go ahead.

Discontent over Khan’s incar-
ceration has mounted in recent 
months, particularly over the 
73-year-old’s medical treatment 
and access to him by doctors and 
family.

PTI has also called for the 
release of Khan’s three sisters, 

whose arrests 
last month fur-
ther heightened 
tensions.

O p p o s i t i o n 
politician Allama 
Raja Nasir Abbas said 
last-minute talks between 
the government and represent-
atives from PTI were in “dead-
lock”.

Abbas told Geo TV, a popular 
private news channel, that nego-
tiators had hit an impasse over 
demands that included access to 
Khan by his doctor.

Khan, a hugely popular for-
mer cricket star, has been behind 
bars since August 2023 and faces 
scores of charges ranging from 
corruption to treason and in-
citing violence, following wide-
spread anti-establishment riots 
in May 2023.

He and his legal team reject 
the allegations, branding them 
as politically motivated cases 
aimed at neutralising his pop-
ularity.

Tim Willasey-Wilsey, a geo-
politics expert, said the 

protests were “fun-
damentally driv-

en by econom-
ic factors”, 
w i t h  t h e 
I r a n  w a r 
impacting 
fuel prices 
in Pakistan 
a n d  f o o d 

prices rising 
on the back 

of the war in 
Ukraine.

“Day-to-day life has 
become a real struggle for ordi-
nary Pakistanis in recent years,” 
said Willasey-Wilsey, who is 
with the UK-based Royal United 
Services Institute.

“Imran Khan is the focal point 
for all opposition to the govern-
ment,” he added.

Ethiopia controls Tigray capital 
as regional rivals meet in Egypt

AFP | Addis Ababa, Ethiopia

Ethiopian federal forces 
were in full control of the 
Tigray rebels’ regional 

capital, a local journalist said 
on Sunday, while Ethiopia’s re-
gional rivals gathered in Egypt 
to discuss the risk of a wider 
war.

The Tigray People’s Libera-
tion Front (TPLF) and federal 
forces began fighting again on 
September 23, sparking fears of 
a return to the devastating civil 
war of 2020-2022.

The presidents of Egypt, So-
malia, Sudan and Eritrea -- all 
of whom have difficult rela-
tions with Ethiopia -- were set 
to meet in the Egyptian city of 
Alamein on Sunday to discuss 
the conflict.

Ethiopia has accused Eritrea 
of directly backing the Tigray 
rebels, with the added support 
of Sudan and Egypt, which all 
three countries deny.

A counter-offensive has seen 

Ethiopian forces push deep into 
rebel-held territory, entering 
the regional capital, Mekelle, 
on Saturday without a fight, as 
TPLF leaders and troops aban-
doned the city.

Federal troops were pa-
trolling Mekelle and manning 
key institutions on Sunday, a 
local journalist told AFP, as 
communications were restored 
for the first time in more than 
a week.

“We have taken control of 
Mekelle and we are marching 
forward,” a commander with 
a pro-government militia told 
AFP.

Businesses and shops re-
mained closed, with owners 
moving stock to safer locations 
ahead of time, fearing looting 
and vandalism.

“There are no police. Last 
night, we had to organise our-
selves and take care of securi-
ty,” one resident told AFP, like 
others speaking on condition 
of anonymity because of the 
uncertainty of the situation.

Egypt mini-summit

The mini-summit in Alamein 
-- on the sidelines of an African 
Business Forum -- was set to 
bring together Egyptian Pres-
ident Abdel Fattah al-Sisi, Eri-
trean President Isaias Afwerki, 
Somalian President Hassan 
Sheikh Mohamud and Suda-
nese Armed Forces (SAF) head 
Abdel Fattah al-Burhan.

Before the talks, Sisi urged 
“dialogue, not confrontation”, 
as concerns grow that Ethio-
pia’s escalating violence could 
spill across borders.

‘Cooperation, not competition’
Addressing the African Un-

ion’s mid-year coordination 
summit, Sisi said Egypt op-
posed foreign interference in 
African states and called for re-
lations to be based on “mutual 
respect, good neighbourliness, 
dialogue and consultation, far 
from unilateral policies or nar-
row interests”.

Brazil votes in nail-biter polls 
closely watched by Trump

AFP | Brasília, Brazil

Brazilians started voting 
Sunday in a knife-edge 

race between President Luiz 
Inacio Lula da Silva and Flavio 
Bolsonaro, in an election to 
decide whether Latin Amer-
ica’s biggest nation follows 
a regional swing to the right 
championed by US President 
Donald Trump.

From villages deep in the 
Amazon rainforest to the ag-
ricultural heartlands in the 
south and sprawling urban 
favelas, Brazilians are facing 
a familiar cast -- with many 
forced to pick who they least 
dislike.

At almost 81 years old, the 
veteran leftist Lula is seeking a 
fourth and final term in office, 
warning voters that Brazil’s 
sovereignty is at stake due to 
pressure from Trump.

“The people will have to 
choose between strengthen-
ing the democratic regime and 
barbarism,” Lula said after vot-
ing in the state of Sao Paulo.

He is facing a tough battle 
with right-wing senator Bol-
sonaro, 45, the son of former 
president Jair Bolsonaro, who 
is serving a 27-year sentence 
for attempting a coup after his 
failed 2022 re-election bid.

Flavio Bolsonaro has cen-

tered his campaign on a mes-
sage of change, while vowing 
to crack down on crime, a ma-
jor concern among voters.

“Brazil cannot bear any 
more suffering, such high tax-
es, so many women killed. I 
want to free the Brazilian peo-
ple,” he said after voting in Rio 
de Janeiro.

Opinion polls show neither 
candidate is likely to score 
more than the 50 percent -- 
the threshold required to win 
in the first round on Sunday 
and are neck-and-neck in an 
October 25 runoff.

Both candidates have ex-
tremely high rejection rates 
in the deeply polarized nation.

“We’re basically in a situ-
ation where we’re voting for 
the lesser of two evils,” said 
Janaina Oliveira, 45, a financial 
administrator in Rio de Janei-
ro, who picked Bolsonaro.

Oscarina de Oliveira, a 
62-year-old caregiver, told 
AFP she had planned to vote 
for Lula as she always has, but 
“when I got there, I switched 
to Bolsonaro. Just to see what 
happens, to see if anything 
changes.”

Brazil uses electronic vot-
ing machines, and results are 
expected within a few hours 
after polls close at 5pm (2000 
GMT).

UK's Glastonbury festival 
tickets sell out in 45 minutes
AFP | London, United King-
dom

Tickets for next year's 
G l a st o n b u r y  m u s i c 

festival in the UK sold out 
in 45 minutes on Sunday, 
organisers said, with thou-
sands rushing for sought-af-
ter tickets despite the hefty 
price tag.

"Tickets for Glastonbury 

2027 have now sold out," the 
organisers posted on social 
media, less than an hour af-
ter the general sale began.

The iconic festival held 
at Worthy Farm in south-
west England has become a 
fixture of the international 
musical calendar, after first 
launching in 1970 inspired 
by British hippie and coun-
terculture movements.

US Marine arrested in Japan 
on suspicion of murder
AFP | Tokyo, Japan

A US Marine stationed on 
Japan’s southern island 

of Okinawa was arrested on 
suspicion of the murder of a 
Japanese woman, police said 
yesterday. 

The suspect “killed the 
39-year-old woman at a hotel 
in Naha and stole her wallet 
on Saturday”, a local police 
spokesman told AFP.

Crimes including rapes, 
assaults,  hit-and-run and 
drunk-driving accidents by US 
personnel have long sparked 
protests on Okinawa, which 
bears a disproportionate bur-
den of hosting about 70 percent 
of US military facilities in Japan.

US Ambassador George Glass 
posted on social media that he 
had spoken with Japan’s for-
eign ministry and Okinawa’s 
governor, offering “our sincere 
condolences and pledging full 
cooperation as the investigation 
continues”.

Prime Minister Sanae Taka-
ichi said Japan had lodged a 
protest with US authorities and 
called the crime “exceptionally 

brutal and vicious”.
The government has urged 

the US “to provide maximum 
cooperation with the investiga-
tion, enforce stricter discipline 
among US military personnel, 
and take thorough measures 
to prevent the recurrence of 
similar crimes,” Takaichi said.

Public broadcaster NHK and 
other Japanese media outlets, 
citing investigation sources, re-
ported that CCTV footage from 
near the scene showed a foreign 
man entering a room with a 
woman and later leaving with 
her belongings.

Police then found a 20-year-
old man who matched the de-

scription of the suspect seen in 
the footage, and asked him to 
accompany them voluntarily 
to a local police station where 
he was arrested, NHK reported.

He reportedly denied the 
charges.

“We have lost a family mem-
ber and are deeply saddened. 
My parents, in particular, are 
utterly devastated at the loss 
of their daughter,” the wom-
an’s brother said through local 
police, according to the Asahi 
Shimbun daily newspaper.

The United States has around 
54,000 military personnel sta-
tioned in Japan, mostly on 
Okinawa.

Philippines arrests 244 ‘mostly Chinese’ 
workers in online scam crackdown
AFP | Manila, Philippines

Philippines authorities 
arrested more than 200 

“mostly Chinese” foreign 
workers in the country’s larg-
est crackdown on illegal online 
gaming operators this year, the 
immigration bureau said.

Manila banned Philippine 
online gaming operators, 
known locally as POGOs, in 
2024 on the grounds that or-
ganised crime groups used 
them as a cover for human 
trafficking, money laundering, 
online fraud, kidnappings and 

murder.
The military and other law 

enforcement agencies raided 
two addresses in the southern 
region of Mindanao on Fri-
day, arresting 110 Chinese na-
tionals, two Cambodians and 
a Hong Kong resident at one 
site, an immigration bureau 
statement released late Satur-
day said.

Another 131 foreigners were 
arrested at the second site. 
They were “mostly Chinese” 
and also included citizens of 
Malaysia, Indonesia and My-
anmar.

Security personnel gather outside the Shifa International 
Hospital in Islamabad on August 20, 2026 after Pakistan’s 
Supreme Court ordered to transfer jailed former prime 
minister Imran Khan to hospital for medical treatment.

Members of the Ethiopian pro-government Tigray Peace Force (TPF) gesture as residents welcome them while they ride 
in a pickup truck during a street patrol after Ethiopian federal and allied forces entered the Tigray capital of Mekelle

People vote during the presidential election at a polling station in Rio de 
Janeiro, Brazil,


