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Trump envoys
Witkoff, Kushner
head to Egypt to
discuss hostage
releases: White

House
Washington, United States

resident Donald

Trump’s son-in-law
Jared Kushner and a sen-
ior US envoy are heading to
Egypt yesterday to finalize
hostage release details, a
White House official said
after Hamas reacted posi-
tively to a peace plan to end
two years of war.

A White House official
confirmed that Kushner
and Trump’s envoy Steve
Witkoff are heading to the
Middle East to address the
finalization of details on the
release of hostages and to
discuss the deal pushed by
Trump to bring an end to
the conflict between Israel
and the Palestinian militant
group.

After Hamas said it was
ready to release all hostages
and discuss details on the
peace plan, Trump urged an
immediate halt to the fight-
ing in Gaza
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us special envoy to the Middle
East Steve Witkoff (R) and Jared
Kushner

Gaza civil defence
says heavy strikes
despite Trump
appeal

Jerusalem, Undefined

Gaza’s civil defence agen-
cy said yesterday that
Israel carried out dozens
of attacks on Gaza City de-
spite US President Donald
Trump’s appeal to end bom-
bardments after Hamas ac-
cepted a ceasefire deal.

"It was a very violent
night, during which the
(Israeli army) carried out
dozens of air strikes and ar-
tillery shelling on Gaza City
and other areas in the Strip,
despite President Trump's
call to halt the bombing,”
civil defence spokesman

Guns to fall
silent in Gaza

International reactions have been pouring in following Hamas’s positive response
on Friday to US President Donald Trump’s plan to free Israeli hostages in Gaza
and end the nearly two-year conflict. Here are some of the main reactions from

around the world:

Trump

Starmer

United States

/’Based on the Statement just

issued by Hamas, I believe
they are ready for a lasting
PEACE. Israel must immediate-
ly stop the bombing of Gaza, so
that we can get the Hostages
out safely and quickly!” Trump
posted on Truth Social.

The US leader also said in a
brief video message that "every-
body will be treated fairly” in
talks on the future of Gaza.

/71n light of Hamas's response,

Israel is preparing for the im-
mediate implementation of the
first stage of the Trump plan for
the release of all the hostages,”
Prime Minister Benjamin Net-
anyahu's office said.

"We will continue to work in
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Guterres

full cooperation with the Presi-
dent and his team to end the war
in accordance with the prin-
ciples set out by Israel, which
align with President Trump'’s
vision,” the statement added.

atar "welcomes the an-
anouncement by Hamas
of its agreement to President
Trump’s plan”, said foreign min-
istry spokesman Majed al-Ansa-
ri, also expressing support for
Trump’s call for an immediate
ceasefire.

gypt said it hoped "this pos-

itive development will lead
all parties to rise to the level
of responsibility by commit-
ting to implementing President
Trump’s plan on the ground and
end the war”.

United Nations

N Secretary-General Anto-

nio Guterres "welcomes”
Hamas's response and "urges
all parties to seize the opportu-
nity to bring the tragic conflict
in Gaza to an end”, spokesman
Stephane Dujarric said.

N rights chief Volker Turk
Usaid he hoped the plan
would "pave the way for a per-
manent cessation of hostilities...

Macron

in line with international hu-
man rights and humanitarian
laws”.

It was, he said, a "vital oppor-
tunity for all parties and influ-
ential states to pursue in good
faith and stop -- once and for all
-- the carnage and the suffering
in Gaza, to flood the strip with
humanitarian aid, and to ensure
the release of the hostages and
numerous detained Palestin-
ians”.

I’ The release of all hostages
and a ceasefire in Gaza are
within reach!” French President
Emmanuel Macron wrote on
X, joining a chorus of hopeful
European reactions to Hamas’s
response.
erman Chancellor Frie-
drich Merz said the plan
represented “the best chance
for peace” in the conflict and
that Germany "fully supports”
Trump’s "call upon both sides”.
ritain’s Keir Starmer called
Hamas's acceptance "a sig-
nificant step forwards” and
urged all sides "to implement
the agreement without delay”.

Erdogan

urkish President Recep

Tayyip Erdogan said he be-
lieved Hamas was showing "as
it has done many times before,
that it is ready for peace”.

The foreign ministry said the
Palestinian group’s response
"provides an opportunity for the
immediate establishment of a
ceasefire in Gaza”.

Jordan’s foreign ministry wel-
comed Hamas's response.

It "stressed the need to imme-
diately halt the Israeli aggres-
sion on Gaza, open the border
crossings to allow the immedi-
ate, adequate and sustainable
delivery of humanitarian aid to
all parts of the strip, and launch
a genuine effort to achieve a
just peace”.
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Trump says ‘will not tolerate
delay’ from Hamas on peace deal

flsrael confirms 137 more activists from Gaza-
bound flotilla deported to Turkey
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welcome and T am en-
couraged by the state-
ment issued by Hamas
announcing its readiness
to release hostages and
to engage on the basis of
the recent proposal by @
POTUS. I urge all parties
to seize the opportunity
to bring the tragic con-
flict in Gaza to an end.
@antonioguterres
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We welcome Pres-
ident Trump’s
leadership as peace ef-
forts in Gaza make de-
cisive progress. Indica-
tions of the release of
hostages mark a signifi-
cant step forward.India
will continue to strongly
support all efforts to-
wards a durable and just
peace.

@narendramodi

welcome Hamas’s com-
mitment to release the
hostages and Israel’s sup-
port of the US peace plan
for #Gaza, which includes
stopping the bombing
within the Strip. In two
years, we have never been
closer to securing peace
than now. We cannot
miss this opportunity. Too
many lives been lost and

shattered.
@DrTedros

added.

On Friday, Israel deported
four Italian activists, the first
of hundreds detained from the
flotilla.

Mahmud Bassal told AFP.

Bassal, whose agency is
a rescue force which oper-
ates under Hamas authority,
added that 20 homes were
destroyed in the overnight
bombardments.

"The situation is very se-
rious in Gaza City,” Bassal
said, adding that his teams
were not able to reach all
the casualties due to the
"presence of tanks and the
ongoing bombardment”.

Contacted by AFP, the

Washington, United
States

Gaza poses a threat
again,” Trump posted on
his Truth Social page.
“Let’s get this done,
FAST.”

he release of all hos-
tages and a ceasefire
in Gaza are within reach!
Hamas’ commitment
must be followed up
without delay. We now
have the opportunity to
make decisive progress
towards peace.
@EmmanuelMacron

srael said yesterday that it had
deported 137 more activists who
were detained while taking part in
an aid flotilla bound for Gaza. The Global Sumud Flotilla set
The Israeli foreign ministry said sail last month, ferrying politicians
those deported were citizens of and activists including Swedish
the United States, Italy, the United campaigner Greta Thunberg to-
Kingdom, Switzerland, Jordanand wards Gaza, where the United Na-
several other countries. tions says famine is taking hold. The
The ministry said in a post on Israeli navy began intercepting the
X that “137 more provocateurs of boats on Wednesday, and an Israeli
the Hamas-Sumud flotilla were official said the following day that
deported today to Turkey”. boats with more than 400 people
Israeli military said it was many think will happen, of attacks on Gaza City “Israel seeks to expedite the de- onboard had been prevented from need not necessarily reflect our
"checking” reports of over- or any outcome where overnight. portation of all provocateurs,” it reaching the Palestinian territory. editorial stance)

night bombardments on
Gaza City. - - - J N\

S President Don-
Uald Trump yester-
day warned Palestinian =~ He also expressed ap-
group Hamas to “move preciation that “Israel
quickly” and agree to a has temporarily stopped
peace deal with Israel or the bombing in order to
risk further devastation give the Hostage release
in Gaza. and Peace Deal a chance

“Hamas must move to be completed,” al-
quickly, or else all bets though the enclave’s
will be off. T will not civil defense agency said
tolerate delay, which Israel carried outdozens

Disclaimer: (Views expressed
by columnists are personal and




