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Around 1,000 soldiers of the 
Mongol army land on the Japa-
nese island of Tsushima in the 
first attack of Kublai Khan’s 
Mongol invasion of Japan

Women of Paris march to Versailles in the 
March on Versailles to confront Louis XVI 

about his refusal to promulgate the decrees on 
the abolition of feudalism, demand bread, and 

have the king and his court moved to Paris

Most of Calcutta 
is destroyed by 
a cyclone, killing 
approximately 
60,000 people

Chile votes in a referendum 56-
44 against extending Augusto 

Pinochet’s regime by 8 years, ending 
the dictator’s 16½ years in power
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We welcome Pres-
i d e n t  Tr u m p ’s 

leadership as peace ef-
forts in Gaza make de-
cisive progress. Indica-
tions of the release of 
hostages mark a signifi-
cant step forward.India 
will continue to strongly 
support all efforts to-
wards a durable and just 
peace.

@narendramodi

I welcome Hamas’s com-
mitment to release the 

hostages and Israel’s sup-
port of the US peace plan 
for #Gaza, which includes 
stopping the bombing 
within the Strip. In two 
years, we have never been 
closer to securing peace 
than now. We cannot 
miss this opportunity. Too 
many lives been lost and 
shattered.

@DrTedros

The release of all hos-
tages and a ceasefire 

in Gaza are within reach!

               Hamas’  commitment 
must be followed up 
without delay. We now 
have the opportunity to 
make decisive progress 
towards peace.

@EmmanuelMacron

I welcome and I am en-
couraged by the state-

ment issued by Hamas 
announcing its readiness 
to release hostages and 
to engage on the basis of 
the recent proposal by @
POTUS. I urge all parties 
to seize the opportunity 
to bring the tragic con-
flict in Gaza to an end. 

@antonioguterres

 Disclaimer: (Views expressed 
by columnists are personal and 
need not necessarily reflect our 

editorial stance)
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C A P T A I N ’ S  C O R N E R 

CAPTAIN MAHMOOD AL MAHMOOD

Electric Scooters: A Call 
for Regulation Before 
the Problem Grows

There is no doubt 
that the future of 

transportation 
is electric and 

environmentally 
friendly. But that 

future demands 
urgent legislative 
action in Bahrain

In recent years, the Kingdom of Bahrain has witnessed a 
noticeable rise in the use of electric scooters—devices that 
initially appeared as children’s toys, ridden occasionally in 

neighborhood streets and causing little disruption due to their 
limited presence.

That quiet beginning has gradually transformed into a much 
larger phenomenon. Adults have increasingly adopted these 
scooters as a practical means of transportation, first as a con-
venient tool for shop and 
grocery workers deliv-
ering nearby orders, and 
now as a common sight on 
main roads and highways.

Yet this swift shift from 
“toy” to “transport” has 
not been matched by a 
clear regulatory or leg-
islative framework. As a 
result, many riders now 
operate these scooters in 
ways that endanger them-
selves and others—trav-
elling along main roads 
without license plates 
or even basic safety gear 
such as helmets. These 
practices pose a direct 
risk to both scooter riders 
and other road users.

The General Directorate of Traffic at the Ministry 
of Interior has been quick to recognize this growing 
danger. It has launched organized campaigns to monitor and 
control the use of electric scooters and to ensure compliance 
with traffic rules. In official statements, the Directorate has 
emphasized that the primary aim is to protect lives and public 
safety before imposing penalties. This balanced approach re-
flects the Ministry’s long-standing commitment to combining 
firm law enforcement with a human touch in public service.

Bahrain’s traffic officers are widely known for embodying this 
blend of firmness and humanity. One friend recounted to me 
how his car suffered a tire blowout on the road. Within minutes, 
a patrol car stopped, and the officers insisted on changing the 
tire for him, saying: “You’re like my father—don’t tire yourself 
out.” Such stories exemplify the spirit of community security 
and compassionate service that defines the Ministry’s work, 
even in high-sensitivity tasks.

There is no doubt that the future of transportation is electric 
and environmentally friendly. But that future demands urgent 
legislative action in Bahrain: to regulate the import and use of 
these scooters, require licensing, and enforce safety standards. 
Early regulation will prevent these devices from becoming 
unsafe or unregulated alternatives tov traditional transport—
much like the “tuk-tuk” phenomenonv that spread chaotically 
in other countries.
 (Captain Mahmood Al Mahmood is the Editor-in-Chief of The Daily Tribune 
and the President of the Arab-African Unity Organisation for Relief, Human 
Rights and Counterterrorism)

Egypt opens one of Valley of the 
Kings' largest tombs to public
AFP | Luxor, Egypt

The tomb of Pharaoh Amen-
hotep III, one of the larg-

est in southern Egypt's Valley 
of the Kings and Queens, was 
officially opened to the public 
Saturday after years of resto-
ration.

Egypt's tourism and antiqui-
ties minister, Sherif Fathy, un-
veiled to reporters the newly 
refurbished site, which dates 
back more than 3,000 years.

Mohamed Ismail Khaled, 
head of Egypt's Supreme 
Council of Antiquities, said 
restoration involved more than 
two decades of "incredibly del-
icate work, because the tomb 

was suffering severe deterio-
ration".

Authorities led reporters on 
Saturday through the colos-
sal space, which boasts floor-
to-ceiling wall paintings, the 
bright blue of the frescoes 
shining even in the dim light.

 A tourist visits the tomb of King 
Amenhotep III in the Valley of the 
Kings

Gazans hail Trump ceasefire call as

A Palestinian boy carries a piece of wood as he walks on a coastal path northwest of Nuseirat refugee camp as they are displaced southward following an Israeli 
announcement of closing Al-Rashid road towards the north of the besieged Gaza Strip

Hamas agrees to 
free hostages

AFP | Khan Yunis, Palestinian 
Territories

Smoke billowed over Gaza 
City yesterday, yet for the 
first time in months, resi-

dents felt a ceasefire was within 
reach as they welcomed US Pres-
ident Donald Trump’s call for 
Israel to stop bombing.

“Trump’s announcement was 
very surprising to me, as he has 
always been biased toward Is-
rael,” said 24-year-old Jamila 
al-Sayyid, from Gaza City’s Zei-
tun neighbourhood.

Despite Trump’s appeal, she 
said “the planes did not stop” 
bombing, but still felt good about 
her decision not to flee from the 
territory’s largest urban centre.

“The most important thing is 
that the ceasefire will take effect 
and the Israeli prisoners will be 
released, as they are a pretext 
for Israel to continue its occu-
pation”, she added, referring to 
the 47 hostages still held in Gaza, 
including 25 the military says are 
dead.

Hamas said Friday night it 
was ready to release the hostag-
es under Trump’s ceasefire plan, 
prompting the US president to 
urge Israel to immediately stop 
its strikes.

“I believe they are ready for a 
lasting PEACE. Israel must imme-
diately stop the bombing of Gaza, 
so that we can get the Hostages 
out safely and quickly!” Trump 
posted on Truth Social after Ha-
mas gave its agreement.

But Israel’s military yesterday 
warned northern Gaza remained 
“a dangerous combat zone” and 
warned residents not to return.

For Sami Adas of Gaza City, 
however, it was a “day of joy, a 
great day”.

The 50-year-old, who has been 
living in a tent with his family in 
the west of Gaza City, the focus 
area of Israeli military’s opera-
tions in recent weeks, said any 
ceasefire would improve his lot.

“The best thing is that Presi-
dent Trump himself announced 
a ceasefire, and Netanyahu 
will not be able to escape this 
time,” Adas said, referring to Is-
raeli Prime Minister Benjamin  

Netanyahu.
He said the US president “is the 

only one who can force Israel to 
comply and stop the war”.

Apprehensions remain
Further south, Mahmud Abu 

Shamala, a 49-year-old living in 
displacement in the so-called hu-
manitarian area of Al-Mawasi, 
said that “this ceasefire is a dream 
I have wished to achieve for two 
years”.

He feared, however, that Israel 
would not abide by it once Hamas 

releases the hostages.
Although Trump presented his 

ceasefire proposal Monday, sev-
eral sticking points remain.

In talks with Trump, Netan-
yahu all but rejected the idea 
of Gaza being governed by the 
Ramallah-based Palestinian Au-
thority.

Hamas, for its part, did not ad-
dress the issue of its own disar-
mament and the exile of its mem-
bers, and said more talks were 
needed to work out the details.

Still, Palestinians felt hope for 
the first time in months, after 
ceasefire talks had stalled and 
Israel attempted to strike Ha-
mas leaders even in Qatar, a key 
mediator.

“It’s enough... the situation is 
very bad,” said Abu Hussein La-
bad, a displaced man from Jabalia 
refugee camp.

“I’m injured, and to this 
day I can’t move. The situ-
ation is unbearable. God will-
ing, the war will end and we 
can return to our destroyed  
homes.”

In the West Bank city of Ramal-
lah, Palestinians said Hamas 
played its hand well under an 
American ultimatum to respond 
by Sunday.

“Hamas’ stance yesterday was 
very good,” Iyad Safi told AFP.

“God willing, it will be for the 
good of the people -- the most 
important thing is the people’s 
interest, that the war stops and 
things come to an end.”

Adnan Naeem, said that “Ha-
mas addressed the urgent issues”, 
in its response.

“The other issues can be dis-
cussed later”, he said.

Trump envoys 
Witkoff, Kushner 
head to Egypt to 
discuss hostage 
releases: White 
House
Washington, United States

Pr e s i d e n t  D o n a l d 
Trump's son-in-law 

Jared Kushner and a sen-
ior US envoy are heading to 
Egypt yesterday to finalize 
hostage release details, a 
White House official said 
after Hamas reacted posi-
tively to a peace plan to end 
two years of war.

A White House official 
confirmed that Kushner 
and Trump's envoy Steve 
Witkoff are heading to the 
Middle East to address the 
finalization of details on the 
release of hostages and to 
discuss the deal pushed by 
Trump to bring an end to 
the conflict between Israel 
and the Palestinian militant 
group.

After Hamas said it was 
ready to release all hostages 
and discuss details on the 
peace plan, Trump urged an 
immediate halt to the fight-
ing in Gaza

Guns to fall 
silent in Gaza 

International reactions have been pouring in following Hamas’s positive response 
on Friday to US President Donald Trump’s plan to free Israeli hostages in Gaza 

and end the nearly two-year conflict. Here are some of the main reactions from 
around the world:

United States

"Based on the Statement just 
issued by Hamas, I believe 

they are ready for a lasting 
PEACE. Israel must immediate-
ly stop the bombing of Gaza, so 
that we can get the Hostages 
out safely and quickly!" Trump 
posted on Truth Social.

The US leader also said in a 
brief video message that "every-
body will be treated fairly" in 
talks on the future of Gaza.

Israel

"In light of Hamas's response, 
Israel is preparing for the im-

mediate implementation of the 
first stage of the Trump plan for 
the release of all the hostages," 
Prime Minister Benjamin Net-
anyahu's office said.

"We will continue to work in 

full cooperation with the Presi-
dent and his team to end the war 
in accordance with the prin-
ciples set out by Israel, which 
align with President Trump's 
vision," the statement added.

Mediators

Qatar "welcomes the an-
nouncement by Hamas 

of its agreement to President 
Trump's plan", said foreign min-
istry spokesman Majed al-Ansa-
ri, also expressing support for 
Trump's call for an immediate 
ceasefire.

Egypt said it hoped "this pos-
itive development will lead 

all parties to rise to the level 
of responsibility by commit-
ting to implementing President 
Trump's plan on the ground and 
end the war".

United Nations

UN Secretary-General Anto-
nio Guterres "welcomes" 

Hamas's response and "urges 
all parties to seize the opportu-
nity to bring the tragic conflict 
in Gaza to an end", spokesman 
Stephane Dujarric said.

UN rights chief Volker Turk 
said he hoped the plan 

would "pave the way for a per-
manent cessation of hostilities... 

in line with international hu-
man rights and humanitarian 
laws".

It was, he said, a "vital oppor-
tunity for all parties and influ-
ential states to pursue in good 
faith and stop -- once and for all 
-- the carnage and the suffering 
in Gaza, to flood the strip with 
humanitarian aid, and to ensure 
the release of the hostages and 
numerous detained Palestin-
ians".

Europe

"The release of all hostages 
and a ceasefire in Gaza are 

within reach!" French President 
Emmanuel Macron wrote on 
X, joining a chorus of hopeful 
European reactions to Hamas's 
response.

German Chancellor Frie-
drich Merz said the plan 

represented "the best chance 
for peace" in the conflict and 
that Germany "fully supports" 
Trump's "call upon both sides".

Britain's Keir Starmer called 
Hamas's acceptance "a sig-

nificant step forwards" and 
urged all sides "to implement 
the agreement without delay".

Turkey

Turkish President Recep 
Tayyip Erdogan said he be-

lieved Hamas was showing "as 
it has done many times before, 
that it is ready for peace".

The foreign ministry said the 
Palestinian group's response 
"provides an opportunity for the 
immediate establishment of a 
ceasefire in Gaza".

Jordan

Jordan's foreign ministry wel-
comed Hamas's response.

It "stressed the need to imme-
diately halt the Israeli aggres-
sion on Gaza, open the border 
crossings to allow the immedi-
ate, adequate and sustainable 
delivery of humanitarian aid to 
all parts of the strip, and launch 
a genuine effort to achieve a 
just peace".

Gaza civil defence 
says heavy strikes 
despite Trump 
appeal
Jerusalem, Undefined

Gaza's civil defence agen-
cy said yesterday that 

Israel carried out dozens 
of attacks on Gaza City de-
spite US President Donald 
Trump's appeal to end bom-
bardments after Hamas ac-
cepted a ceasefire deal.

"It was a very violent 
night, during which the 
(Israeli army) carried out 
dozens of air strikes and ar-
tillery shelling on Gaza City 
and other areas in the Strip, 
despite President Trump's 
call to halt the bombing," 
civil defence spokesman 
Mahmud Bassal told AFP.

Bassal, whose agency is 
a rescue force which oper-
ates under Hamas authority, 
added that 20 homes were 
destroyed in the overnight 
bombardments.

"The situation is very se-
rious in Gaza City," Bassal 
said, adding that his teams 
were not able to reach all 
the casualties due to the 
"presence of tanks and the 
ongoing bombardment".

Contacted by AFP, the 
Israeli military said it was 
"checking" reports of over-
night bombardments on 
Gaza City.

US special envoy to the Middle 
East Steve Witkoff (R) and Jared 
Kushner

Trump Guterres Macron Merz

Starmer Erdogan

Trump says ‘will not tolerate 
delay’ from Hamas on peace deal
Washington, United 
States

US President Don-
ald Trump yester-

day warned Palestinian 
group Hamas to “move 
quickly” and agree to a 
peace deal with Israel or 
risk further devastation 
in Gaza.

“Hamas must move 
quickly, or else all bets 
will be off. I will not 
tolerate delay, which 
many think will happen, 
or any outcome where 

Gaza poses a threat 
again,” Trump posted on 
his Truth Social page. 
“Let ’s get this done,  
FAST.”

He also expressed ap-
preciation that “Israel 
has temporarily stopped 
the bombing in order to 
give the Hostage release 
and Peace Deal a chance 
to be completed,” al-
though the enclave’s 
civil defense agency said 
Israel carried out dozens 
of attacks on Gaza City 
overnight.

Israel confirms 137 more activists from Gaza-
bound flotilla deported to Turkey
Jerusalem, Undefined

Israel said yesterday that it had 
deported 137 more activists who 

were detained while taking part in 
an aid flotilla bound for Gaza.

The Israeli foreign ministry said 
those deported were citizens of 
the United States, Italy, the United 
Kingdom, Switzerland, Jordan and 
several other countries.

The ministry said in a post on 
X that “137 more provocateurs of 
the Hamas–Sumud flotilla were 
deported today to Turkey”.

“Israel seeks to expedite the de-
portation of all provocateurs,” it 

added.
On Friday, Israel deported 

four Italian activists, the first 
of hundreds detained from the  
flotilla.

The Global Sumud Flotilla set 
sail last month, ferrying politicians 
and activists including Swedish 
campaigner Greta Thunberg to-
wards Gaza, where the United Na-
tions says famine is taking hold.The 
Israeli navy began intercepting the 
boats on Wednesday, and an Israeli 
official said the following day that 
boats with more than 400 people 
on board had been prevented from 
reaching the Palestinian territory.


