
Green mobility goes beyond 
electric cars. The 2026 forum is 
also examining green hydrogen 
for heavy transport, including 
trucks and buses, alongside EV 

charging infrastructure and 
smart-grid integration. 
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Green mission 
scores a double

Bahrain wins two Gulf honours for sustainable transport and mobility leadership

TDT | Manama

Two Gulf awards have put 
Bahrain’s green transport 
drive in the spotlight — 

recognising a solar-powered 
sustainability push at Khalifa 
Bin Salman Port and the con-
tribution of a leading woman in 
mobility.

Bahrain secured the two hon-
ours at the second Gulf Green 
Mobility Forum in Salalah, 
Oman, with Khalifa Bin Salman 
Port receiving the Sustainable 
Organisation Award and Fati-
ma Abdullah Al Dhaen, Under-
secretary for Land Transpor-
tation and Postal Affairs at the 
Ministry of Transportation and 
Telecommunications, winning 
the Leading Woman in Mobility 
Award.  

Minister of Transportation 
and Telecommunications Dr 

Shaikh Abdullah bin Ahmed Al 
Khalifa received the Sustainable 
Organisation Award on behalf of 
Khalifa Bin Salman Port from 
Dhofar Governor H.H. Sayyid 
Marwan bin Turki Al Said. The 
ceremony was attended by Bad-
er H. Al Mahmood, Undersec-
retary for Ports and Maritime 
Navigation.

Al Dhaen received her award 
in recognition of her contribu-
tion to developing sustainable 
land transportation, strengthen-
ing governance and institutional 
sustainability, supporting inno-
vation and empowering national 
talent and youth.

Khalifa Bin Salman Port was 
recognised for its sustainability 
initiatives and projects aimed at 
reducing carbon emissions, par-
ticularly its solar energy project.

The project involves install-
ing solar panels across port fa-

cilities to generate clean, renew-
able energy, while improving 
operational efficiency and sup-
porting Bahrain’s carbon-neu-
trality target.

Dr Shaikh Abdullah said 
the awards reflected Bahrain’s 
commitment to developing a 
sustainable and innovative 
transport system and adopting 
solutions that reduce emissions 
and improve the efficient use of 
resources and energy.

He said the two Gulf-level 
awards also demonstrated the 
efforts of national talent and 
transport-sector institutions in 
turning sustainability goals into 
practical initiatives and pro-
jects. The minister reaffirmed 
Bahrain’s commitment to de-
veloping the transport sector 
in line with best practices and 
using modern technologies and 
innovative solutions to improve 

its efficiency and sustainability.
Al Dhaen’s recognition also 

highlights efforts to increase 
women’s participation in the 
transport and logistics sectors, 
alongside initiatives supporting 
sustainable mobility and institu-
tional development.

Air India flight lost 
hydraulics, pilot 
fired after drug test
AFP | New Delhi, India

An Air India flight that 
injured passengers 

when it plunged midair last 
month suffered a temporary 
loss of hydraulic systems, 
investigators said on Friday, 
as the airline fired the cap-
tain who tested positive for 
psychoactive substances.

The Airbus A320, carry-
ing 137 passengers and eight 
crew, suddenly lost altitude 
on August 4 while flying 
from Phuket, Thailand, to 
New Delhi, injuring 24 peo-
ple before stabilising and 
landing safely.

Meloni marks 
record in power 
with eye on 2027 
elections

AFP | Bari, Italy

Giorgia Meloni on Friday 
celebrated her hard-

right government becoming 
the longest-lasting in Italy's 
postwar history with a rally 
in the southern port of Bari, 
as she gears up for elections 
next year.

"Today, our government 
becomes the longest-serv-
ing in the history of the Ital-
ian Republic," Meloni wrote 
on X.

"I welcome this with grat-
itude and a strong sense of 
responsibility. Because sta-
bility is not a record to be 
displayed, but the condition 
that allows a nation to plan, 
decide, keep its commit-
ments, and be respected," 
she added.

Know the rules before you step out
TDT | Manama

Gulf Traffic Week is put-
ting pedestrian safety in 

the spotlight under the slo-
gan “Cross Safely”, reminding 
motorists and p e d e s -
trians that s a f e r 

roads 

depend on both following the 
rules and respecting each other. 
The 2026 campaign has focused 
strongly on safe road-crossing 
practices.  

Under Bahrain’s Traffic Law 
and its executive regula-

tions, drivers must not 
endanger pedestri-
ans on pavements, 
road edges or road-
ways and must stop 
when necessary, 
part icular ly  in 
busy or populated 
areas.

D r i v e r s  a p -
proaching desig-
nated pedestrian 
c ro s s i n g s  m u s t 

slow down. Where traffic is 
controlled by signals or a traffic 
officer, they must allow pedes-
trians who have already started 
crossing to clear the crossing 
before moving. At crossings 
without traffic signals or of-
ficers, drivers must approach at 
very low speed, avoid disturbing 
pedestrians and stop until they 
have completed crossing.

Pedestrians also have clear 
responsibilities. They must use 
pavements where available and, 
where there are none, walk as 
far as possible on the left side of 
the road, facing traffic. Groups 
and processions using roads 
should remain as far right as 
possible and use appropriate 

signals.
Pedestrians must use the 

nearest designated crossing 
where one is available. If there 
is no crossing, they should cross 
at an intersection. In other cas-
es, they must take the shortest 
safe route without obstructing 
traffic or putting themselves or 
others at risk.

The rules also prohibit pe-
destrians from unnecessarily 
stopping on the roadway.

At crossings controlled by 
pedestrian signals, pedestrians 
must obey the signals. Where 
crossings are controlled by ve-
hicle traffic lights or a traffic 
officer, they must wait when 
vehicles have the right of way.

US sinks third 
alleged Ecuador 
drug gang boat this 
week
AFP | Quito, Ecuador

The US military has sunk 
a third boat belonging 

to the Ecuadoran gang Los 
Choneros in the Pacific 
Ocean, US Southern Com-
mand said.

Thursday’s operation 
is part of a broader cam-
paign that has also includ-
ed strikes on alleged 
drug-running boats that 
have left more than 200 
people dead since last 

US Treasury 
sanctions Turkish 
bank Golden Global 
over alleged Iran 
links
Washington, United States

The US Treasury Depart-
ment imposed sanc-

tions Friday on a Turkish 
bank over its alleged ties to 
Iran's Islamic Revolution-
ary Guard Corps (IRGC), as 
Washington pushes to eco-
nomically isolate Tehran six 
months into their war.

The latest action targets 
Golden Global Bank and its 
subsidiaries, which the US 
Treasury said "facilitated 
tens of millions of dollars' 
worth of transactions" for 
the IRGC.

Gadeha Junior 
Camp graduates 
fourth batch
TDT | Manama

The fourth batch of the 
Gadeha Junior Camp 

graduated in a ceremony at 
Exhibition World Bahrain, 
marking the completion of 
a training experience fo-
cused on discipline, team-
work, self-confidence and 
responsibility.

The camp was held under 
the direction of Lieutenant 
General HH Shaikh Nasser 
bin Hamad Al Khalifa, Na-
tional Security Adviser and 
Royal Guard Commander, 
and followed up by Brig-
adier General HH Shaikh 
Khalid bin Hamad Al Khal-
ifa, Commander of Special 
Operations at the Royal 
Guard. It was organised by 
the Royal Guard in partner-
ship with Studio Master.

The ceremony featured 
a video documenting His 
Majesty King Hamad bin 
Isa Al Khalifa’s visit to the 
camp, while participant 
Faisal Hamad Al Doseri de-
livered a speech on behalf of 
the graduates.

Participants also staged 
a military display demon-
strating the skills acquired 
during the camp, followed 
by a collective pledge af-
firming their commitment 
to discipline, responsibility, 
loyalty and national belong-
ing.

H.E. Dr. Shaikh Abdullah bin Ahmed Al Khalifa received the Sustainable 
Organisation Award

Fatima Abdullah Al Dhaen, Undersecretary for Land Transportation and Postal 
Affairs at the Ministry of Transportation and Telecommunications, received the 
Leading Woman in Mobility Award.
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Giving runs deep — and 
Bahrain is taking it global

TDT | Manama

Bahrain has reaffirmed its 
commitment to chari-
table and humanitari-

an work, with senior officials 
highlighting the Kingdom’s 
long-standing culture of giving 
and its growing role in support-
ing communities affected by 
hardship, crises and disasters 
both at home and abroad.

Solidarity, social cohesion 
and human dignity

Marking the International 
Day of Charity on September 
5, Shura Council Chairman Ali 
bin Saleh Al Saleh said Bahrain 
has developed into an interna-
tional model for humanitarian 
and charitable giving under 

the vision of His Majesty King 
Hamad bin Isa Al Khalifa.

Al Saleh said the Kingdom’s 
humanitarian approach has 
helped sustain charitable pro-
grammes and initiatives while 
strengthening Bahrain’s role in 
supporting countries and com-
munities facing humanitarian 
crises and natural disasters.

He highlighted the impor-
tance of humanitarian work 
in promoting solidarity, social 
cohesion and human dignity, 
describing these values as im-
portant foundations for devel-
opment and progress.

National policy
Council of Representatives 

Speaker Ahmed bin Salman Al 
Musallam said charitable work 
has become an integral part of 

Bahrain’s national policy, with 
the Kingdom developing its 
traditional culture of giving 
into a more sustainable insti-
tutional framework.

He pointed to the Royal Hu-
manitarian Foundation (RHF) 
as a leading example of or-
ganised humanitarian work 
in Bahrain. The foundation’s 
programmes support people 
affected by crises and provide 
assistance in areas including 
education, healthcare and so-
cial welfare.

Al Musallam also highlighted 
Bahrain’s international human-
itarian initiatives, saying they 
reflect the Kingdom’s contin-
ued commitment to helping 
communities facing difficult 
circumstances.

He praised the continued 
support of His Royal Highness 
Prince Salman bin Hamad Al 
Khalifa, Crown Prince and 
Prime Minister, for advanc-
ing charitable efforts locally, 
regionally and internationally. 
He said these efforts are also 
linked to Bahrain Economic 
Vision 2030, particularly in 
supporting sustainable devel-
opment, empowering families 
and promoting social justice.

Sincerity of the act
RHF Chairman and His Maj-

esty’s Representative for Hu-
manitarian Work and Youth 
Affairs, HH Shaikh Nasser bin 
Hamad Al Khalifa, stressed 
that charity remains a deeply 
rooted value in Bahraini so-
ciety.

He said the culture of giving 
reflects the generosity, solidar-
ity and compassion of the Bah-
raini people and represents val-
ues that have been passed from 
one generation to another.

Shaikh Nasser said the RHF 
has played a key role in institu-
tionalising charitable work in 
Bahrain, with 25 years of pro-
grammes and initiatives aimed 
at serving the community and 

strengthening the culture of 
giving.

He also stressed that the 
value of charity should not 
be measured simply by the 
amount given, but by the sin-
cerity of the act, its continuity 
and the positive impact it cre-
ates in the lives of individuals 
and communities.

Encouraging younger gener-
ations to participate in charita-
ble activities is also essential, 
he said, as this will help ensure 
that giving remains a lasting 
social value.

Work remains essential to 
supporting communities

Social Development Minis-
ter Osama bin Saleh Al Alawi 
said charitable and humani-
tarian work is an important 
pillar of social development 
and contributes to improving 
quality of life.

He highlighted the contri-
bution of civil society organi-
sations, charitable groups and 
volunteers, saying their work 
remains essential to support-
ing communities and expand-
ing programmes with social 
and developmental impact.

Al Alawi stressed the need 
to continue developing Bah-
rain’s charitable work ecosys-
tem and expanding initiatives 
that empower beneficiaries, 
strengthen their capabilities 
and deliver sustainable results.

The Ministry of Social De-
velopment, he added, contin-
ues to regulate charitable ac-
tivities within the framework 
of national legislation while 
providing technical and pro-
fessional support to civil soci-
ety organisations.

The ministry also assists 
organisations in developing 
the skills and capabilities of 
their members and carrying 
out programmes that serve 
their institutional, social and 
humanitarian roles.

HH Shaikh Nasser Speaker Al Musallam Shura Council Chairman Al Saleh Minister Al Alawi

Airport rebound: 

Mohammed Darwish
TDT | Manama

Passenger traffic at Bah-
rain International Air-

port has moved above its 
pre-closure level, reaching 
712,357 travellers in July, 1 
per cent higher than Febru-
ary, according to the latest 
Civil Aviation Affairs figures.

July traffic rose 10.7 per 
cent from 643,725 passengers 
in June. Departures reached 
372,478, up 6.7 per cent on 
February, while arrivals 
stood at 339,801, 4.3 per cent 
below their pre-closure level.

The recovery follows Bah-
rain’s reopening of its air-
space on April 8 after flights 
were suspended following 
Iranian attacks on Bahrain 
and other Gulf states.

P a s s e n g e r  n u m b e r s 
jumped from 76,400 in April 
to 487,100 in May, 643,725 
in June and 712,357 in July 
— an 832.4 per cent increase 
over three months. No pas-
senger traffic was recorded 
in March, while Gulf Air tem-
porarily operated through 
Dammam’s King Fahd Inter-
national Airport.

Aircraft movements have 
recovered more slowly. July 
recorded 6,542 arrivals and 
departures, compared with 
6,600 in June and just 926 in 
April, but remained 9.1 per 
cent below February’s 7,195.

Airspace traffic also re-
bounded. July overflights 
reached 27,124, up 36.7 per 
cent from June and nearly 
50 times April’s 548. Traffic 
within Bahrain’s Flight Infor-
mation Region rose to 33,666, 
from 26,448 in June and 1,474 
in April.

However, both remained 
below February, with over-
flights down 36.9 per cent 

and FIR traffic 32.9 per cent.

Cargo rebounds
Air cargo totalled 20,263 

tonnes in July, compared 
with 2,335 tonnes in April but 
below June’s 24,627 tonnes. 
July cargo comprised 8,562 
tonnes of imports, 4,216 
tonnes of exports and 7,485 
tonnes of transhipments.

Across the months for 
which 2026 data are avail-
able, the airport recorded 
about 34,943 aircraft arriv-
als and departures, 152,552 
overflights and 187,495 move-
ments within the Bahrain 
FIR.

Cargo volumes during the 
period included approxi-
mately 52,109 tonnes of im-
ports, 29,188 tonnes of ex-
ports and 44,125 tonnes of 
transhipped freight and mail.

Eight arrested over BD70,000 
Sitra building theft

TDT | Manama

Eight Asian nationals have 
been arrested in connection 

with the theft of copper wires 
and electrical and air-condition-
ing control equipment worth 
an estimated BD70,000 from a 
commercial building in Sitra.

The suspects, aged between 
27 and 41, were arrested after 
investigators linked them to two 
separate theft incidents.

The General Directorate of 

Criminal Investigation and Fo-
rensic Evidence said officers 
conducted searches and inves-
tigations after receiving reports 
of the thefts, gathering evidence 
that led to the suspects’ identifi-
cation and arrest.

The stolen items were re-
c o v e r e d  a n d  s e c u r e d  b y  
authorities.

The cases have been complet-
ed for legal action and are being 
prepared for referral to the Pub-
lic Prosecution.

Bahrain International 
Airport dates back to 

1927, making it the 
Gulf’s first airport. The 

first scheduled com-
mercial flight arrived 
in 1932, carrying just 
24 passengers from 

London to Delhi.

BIA can handle 14 million 
passengers a year

Its 210,000sqm terminal can 
accommodate up to 14 million 
passengers and 130,000 air-
craft movements annually.
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Passenger traffic tops 
pre-closure level

Student dies after traffic accident
TDT | Manama

The Ministry of 
Education has 

expressed sorrow 
over the death of 
Ahmed Osama Adel 
K h a m i s  Z a m a n , 
a student at Arad 
Preparatory School 
for Boys, following 
a traffic accident on Dry Dock 
Road.

Education Minister Dr Mo-
hammed bin Mubarak Juma 

extended his con-
dolences to the 
student’s parents, 
family, friends and 
the school com-
munity, offering 
prayers for the 
deceased.

The minister 
also expressed the 
ministry’s solidar-

ity with the family during the 
difficult time and prayed for 
the student’s mercy and a place 
in Paradise.



Some neighbourhoods had 
as many as 20 commercial 

vehicles parked among homes, 
leaving residents struggling for 
spaces and making it harder to 

get through narrow streets.
ABDULAZIZ AL NAAR, CHAIRMAN OF               

MUHARRAQ MUNICIPAL COUNCIL 
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When trucks take over your street
Muharraq residents demand action, fear the worst

Mohammed Darwish
TDT | Manama

When 20 commercial 
vehicles take over 
a residential neigh-

bourhood, where do residents 
park — and how do ambulances 
get through?

Residents in parts of Muhar-
raq say their neighbourhoods 

are being 
squeezed 
by com-
m e r c i a l 
l o r r i e s , 
pick-ups 
and min-
i b u s e s 

t h a t  a r e 
occupying 

scarce park-
ing spaces and 

choking narrow 
residential streets.

The problem, according to 
Muharraq Municipal Council 
chairman Abdulaziz Al Naar, 
can be particularly severe in 
some areas, where as many as 
20 commercial vehicles are 
parked among homes.

“Imagine a neighbourhood 
where parking is already lim-
ited, then you find 20 of these 
vehicles taking the spaces,” Al 

Naar told The Daily Tribune. 
“They compete with residents 
for parking and make it harder 
to move through the area.”

But the issue goes beyond in-
convenience.

Al Naar warned that vehicles 
parked along residential roads 
could also occupy the space 
needed by Civil Defence vehi-
cles and ambulances, raising 
concerns about whether emer-
gency crews would be able to 
reach homes quickly when 
every second counts.

The vehicles include medi-
um-sized cargo lorries, locally 
known as “six-wheelers”, along 
with pick-ups and minibuses 
operated by contracting com-
panies.

The council has previously 
pushed for commercial lorries 
to be kept out of residential 
neighbourhoods. However, au-

thorities had told the council 
that some of the vehicles con-
cerned do not fall under the le-
gal definition of heavy vehicles.

That distinction has become 
central to the dispute.

Under Bahrain’s Traffic Law, 
trucks, heavy vehicles, public 
transport vehicles and trailers 
are prohibited from parking in 
residential areas. The imple-
menting rules define a heavy 
transport vehicle as one weigh-
ing more than 3,000kg.

The law also requires compa-
nies and private establishments 
to provide adequate parking 
for their vehicles at their work 
sites, away from residential ar-
eas.

Al Naar said residents have 
repeatedly called for commer-
cial vehicles to be moved away 
from their homes and for proper 
parking facilities to be provided 

elsewhere.
He specifically pointed to Bin 

Hindi, as well as areas around Al 
Hala Club and Al Hala Health 

Centre, where company vehi-
cles are reportedly occupying 
spaces needed by residents and 
visitors.

There is another problem af-
ter dark.

Al Naar said some commer-
cial vehicle drivers are taking 
advantage of Muharraq’s free 
parking period, which begins 
at 7pm, particularly around Al 
Muntaza Markets.

According to him, some driv-
ers arrive just before 7pm and 
leave their vehicles until around 
6am — effectively occupying 
parking spaces throughout 
most of the night.

He is now calling for free 
parking to begin at 10pm in-
stead of 7pm, arguing that the 
current system is worsening the 
parking shortage and pushing 
more traffic into already narrow 
residential streets.

Representative image

ACME leadership visits Youth City 2030 to support Bahraini youth empowerment
Pradeep Puravankara
TDT | Manama

A senior-level delegation 
from Almoayyed Comput-

ers Middle East (ACME) recent-
ly visited Youth City 2030, the 
flagship initiative organized 
by the Ministry of Youth Af-
fairs in strategic partnership 
with the Labour Fund (Tam-
keen). The visit highlights the 
company’s ongoing commit-
ment to supporting nation-

al initiatives aimed at youth 
development and capacity  
building.

During the tour, the ACME 
delegation explored Youth City, 
Sport City, and Youth Market, 
gaining firsthand insight into 
the diverse training programs 
offered across key tracks in-
cluding leadership, technology, 
arts, media, and sports. Rep-
resentatives from the Minis-
try of Youth Affairs welcomed 
the delegation and guided 

them through the various ed-
ucational and skill-building  
platforms.

“Youth City 2030 reflects the 
kind of investment in youth 
development that Bahrain is 
making, and it was encourag-
ing to see the vast portfolio of 
training and workshops on offer 
during our visit,” said S.M. Hus-
saini, Chief Executive Officer 
of ACME.

The engagement underscores 
ACME’s dedication to initiatives 

that prepare Bahrain’s youth for 
the evolving workforce while 
strengthening the company’s 
connection to the local com-
munity.

Headquartered in the King-
dom of Bahrain, ACME is a lead-
ing cloud and managed service 
provider, system integrator, and 
digital transformation specialist 
with over four decades of in-
dustry experience empowering 
organizations across the public 
and private sectors.

Bahrain urges action on youth rights at IPU Conference
TDT | Manama

Bahrain has called for young 
people’s rights to translate 

into real opportunities, with 
MP Hassan Ibrahim stressing 
the need for greater youth par-
ticipation in decisions shaping 
their future.

Ibrahim, who represents the 
Arab Group on the Inter-Par-
liamentary Union’s Bureau of 
Young Parliamentarians, made 
the remarks while opening 
the 12th Global Conference of 
Young Parliamentarians in Sa-
markand, Uzbekistan.

He said Bahrain, under the 
guidance of His Majesty King 
Hamad bin Isa Al Khalifa, 
views youth as active partners 
in national development. He 
also praised the support of His 
Royal Highness Prince Salman 
bin Hamad Al Khalifa, Crown 
Prince and Prime Minister, for 
expanding opportunities for 
young people.

Ibrahim said parliamentari-
ans must move beyond affirm-
ing rights and ensure they deliv-
er tangible results. The right to 

education, he said, should equip 
young people with skills for 
the future, while participation 
should give them an influential 

voice in decisions affecting their 
lives.The conference, themed “  
Reclaiming human rights, jus-
tice and dignity for all in tur-

bulent times,” brings together 
around 120 young parliamentar-
ians and delegates from 50 IPU 
member parliaments.

MP meets Uzbek legislators at Youth Parliamentarians conference
TDT | Samarkand

Bahrain and Uzbekistan 
have discussed strength-

ening parliamentary coopera-
tion and coordination during a 
meeting on the sidelines of the 
12th IPU Global Conference of 
Young Parliamentarians.

MP Hassan Ibrahim Hassan, 
a member of the IPU Bureau 
of Young Parliamentarians 
representing the Arab Group, 
met members of Uzbekistan’s 
Legislative Chamber, Nuriddin 
Ismailov and Behzod Tokhta-

murodov.
The meeting focused on 

strengthening bilateral rela-
tions and expanding parlia-
mentary cooperation, includ-
ing greater communication 
and the exchange of visits and 
expertise.

Ibrahim praised Uzbek-

istan’s organisation of the 
conference and thanked the 
hosts for their warm recep-
tion and hospitality towards 
the Bahraini delegation. He 
expressed hope that the con-
ference would produce mean-
ingful outcomes and recom-
mendations.

Interfaith dialogue takes centre stage 
in Church delegation meeting

• The meeting focused 
on strengthening 
interfaith and 
intercultural dialogue

TDT | Manama

Dr Yusuf Abdulkarim Bu-
cheeri, Director General 

of Legal Affairs and Human 
Rights at the Ministry of For-
eign Affairs, received Edward 
B. Rowe, a member of the Quo-
rum of the Twelve Apostles of 
The Church of Jesus Christ of 
Latter-day Saints, and accom-
panying delegates.

The meeting focused on 
strengthening interfaith and 
intercultural dialogue and pro-
moting tolerance, coexistence 
and mutual respect.

Bucheeri highlighted Bah-
rain’s support for initiatives 
advancing these values, includ-
ing the King Hamad Global 
Centre for Peaceful Coexist-
ence, under the vision of His 
Majesty King Hamad bin Isa 
Al Khalifa.

Rowe praised Bahrain’s ef-
forts to promote understand-
ing among different religious 
and cultural communities 
and stressed the importance 
of continued cooperation and 
exchange of expertise.

Arab Ambassadors, Türkiye discuss higher education ties
TDT | Manama

Arab ambassadors 
in Türkiye have 

discussed expanding 
cooperation in higher 
education, scientific re-
search and knowledge 
exchange with Dr Erol 
Özvar,  President  of 

the Turkish Council of 
Higher Education.

Bahrain’s Ambassador 
Bassam Ahmed Marzouk 
attended the meeting, 
which focused on in-
creasing academic and 
scientific collaboration 
between Türkiye and 
Arab countries.

The participants dis-
cussed exchanging ex-
pertise and creating new 
opportunities for univer-
sities and students, while 
stressing the need for 
continued coordination 
to strengthen education-
al partnerships and re-
search cooperation.
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Bahrain pushes Arab economic 
integration at Cairo meeting

TDT | Manama

Bahrain has called for 
stronger Arab economic 

and development cooperation, 
with free trade, customs inte-
gration, investment and digi-
tal transformation among key 
issues discussed at a regional 
ministerial meeting in Cairo.

Bahrain’s Ambassador to 
Egypt and Permanent Repre-
sentative to the Arab League, 
Fawzia Zainal, led the King-
dom’s delegation at the 118th 
ordinary session of the Arab 
League Economic and Social 
Council at ministerial level.

The council reviewed prepa-
rations for the economic and 
social dossier to be submit-
ted to the 35th ordinary Arab 
League Summit, as well as fol-
low-up on decisions from its 
previous session.

Key discussions covered 
progress towards complet-
ing the Greater Arab Free 
Trade Area and the Arab 
Customs Union, investment 

and economic diversifica-
tion, public finances, and 
stronger Arab-international  
cooperation.

The meeting also addressed 
sustainable and green financ-
ing, digital transformation and 
measures to support the Pal-
estinian economy, along with 
a unified Arab statement for 
the 2026 IMF and World Bank 
annual meetings.

On social issues, the council 
discussed developing an Arab 
guiding framework for skills 
and promoting the economic 
empowerment of beneficiar-
ies of social protection pro-
grammes.

Bahrain’s delegation also in-
cluded Minister Plenipoten-
tiary Abdulrahman Hassan 
Hashem and Abdullah Abdul-
hamid Al Aradi of the Minis-
try of Finance and National 
Economy.

The session reflects the 
council’s broader push to move 
forward with joint Arab eco-
nomic and social initiatives.

Sitra’s big power project: 
Two in the race

• Saudi Arabia’s ACWA 
Power and Abu Dhabi’s 
TAQA now competing

Mohammed Darwish 
TDT | Manama

A field of internation-
al developers has nar-
rowed to just two bid-

ders for Bahrain’s major Sitra 
power-and-water project, with 
Saudi Arabia’s ACWA Power and 
Abu Dhabi’s TAQA now compet-
ing to build a facility capable 
of generating up to 1,500MW 
and producing 5,682 cubic me-
tres of desalinated water an  
hour.  

The Sitra Independent Water 
and Power Project is being de-
veloped by the Electricity and 
Water Authority (EWA) under a 
build-own-operate (BOO) mod-
el. The project will combine a 

power facility with a seawater 
reverse-osmosis desalination 
plant.

ACWA Power submitted a bid 
showing BD0.001, with the Ten-
der Board noting that the full 
price details were contained in 
accompanying documents. Abu 
Dhabi National Energy Compa-
ny, or TAQA, submitted a bid val-

ued at BD47,518.263. Both bids 
were accepted for evaluation.

The Tender Board said the 
proposals will undergo techni-
cal and financial assessment. 
Price will be the principal cri-
terion once technical and other 
requirements are met, meaning 
the lowest figure at bid opening 
does not automatically deter-

mine the winner.  
The project is designed to 

provide 1,400MW to 1,500MW of 
guaranteed net power capacity, 
while the desalination facility 
will produce 5,682 cubic metres 
of water per hour.  

Under the BOO arrangement, 
the successful developer will 
finance, design, build, own, op-
erate and maintain the facili-
ties, supplying electricity and 
desalinated water to Bahrain’s 
networks.

The Electricity and Water 
Authority said last summer 
that seven international devel-
opers and groups had passed 
the prequalification stage for 
independent power and water 
projects.

They were TAQA,  ACWA 
Power, Gulf Investment Cor-
poration, Japan’s JERA, Korea 
Electric Power Corporation, 
Sumitomo Corporation and a 
Chinese consortium made up of 
CMEC and China Datang Over-
seas Hong Kong.

Thousands of OpenAI AI agents took over German website, researchers say
AFP | Washington, United States

Thousands of autonomous 
AI agents built by OpenAI 

defied their instructions and 
took over a German website, 
according to research released 
Friday, amid fears that the dan-
gers of artificial intelligence are 
not being taken seriously.

The agents -- AI programs 
that work on their own, with-
out a person guiding each step 
-- left about 18,000 messages 
on DSEwiki, a German site for 
programmers that anyone can 
edit, much like Wikipedia.

They used it to swap answers 
to test questions and to share 
tricks for slipping the digital 
fences meant to contain them.

“My coauthors and I discov-
ered an entirely new swarm 

of OpenAI’s agents hijacking 
websites,” Sydney Von Arx, one 
of the researchers, wrote on X.

“We believe OpenAI knew 
about this and failed to disclose 
it.”

In a statement, OpenAI said it 
was unable to respond immedi-
ately to the claims because “the 
report’s authors declined our 
request to access the findings 
prior to publication.”

“We are now carefully re-
viewing its contents and will 
take any necessary next steps,” 
the OpenAI spokesperson said, 
adding that they had mentioned 
such incidents in a recent re-
port.

The latest incident follows 
the revelation in July that Ope-
nAI agents, struggling to deliv-
er on tasks they had been set, 

went looking for shortcuts on 
the open internet and broke into 
the servers of Hugging Face, 
a widely used platform where 
programmers share AI software.

An independent investiga-
tion found that hundreds of the 
company’s agents had been talk-
ing among themselves before 
escaping their controlled envi-
ronment, and that they attacked 
in several waves.

That episode shook the tech 
world and revived calls for 
tighter regulation and oversight 
of AI.

Anthropic, Meta and other 
companies have reported sim-
ilar incidents while testing 
agents.

Agents have been touted by 
the tech industry as the next 
phase of AI’s expansion into 

everyday life, capable of book-
ing travel, filing expenses or 
writing software with little hu-
man supervision.

The debate reached a fever 
pitch in recent days when influ-
ential tech podcaster Dwarkesh 
Patel criticized the media and 
Silicon Valley for underplaying 
the significance of the Hugging 
Face incident.

Seeking to raise the alarm in 
less technical language, he de-
scribed it as a swarm attack by 
agent “civilizations” that posed 
an acute threat to society as the 
technology is deployed.

His stance drew immediate 
criticism from some research-
ers and Silicon Valley figures 
who said casting the software 
as scheming societies was too 
grandiose and misleading.

US diesel price hits new high on Iran war
AFP | Washington, United States

The price of diesel -- the vital 
fuel used for road hauling, 

agriculture and construction 
-- hit a new record yesterday 
in the United States, as disrup-
tion from the US war with Iran 
squeezes voters.

The cost is now $5.85 a gallon, 

up from $3.71 a year ago, the AAA 
motorists’ association said.

Six months into the Middle 
East war and with weeks to 
go before November’s key US 
midterm elections, voters are 
increasingly feeling the pinch 
from persistent inflation.

“It’s really discouraging for 
sure,” North Carolina-based 

farmer Derrick Austin told AFP.
He estimates that higher 

diesel costs could add some 
$15,000 of costs to his fall har-
vest of soybeans and corn.

“That’s $15,000 that could 
stay in my bank account,” he 
said, adding that farmers are 
growing frustrated with Pres-
ident Donald Trump’s admin-

istration.
To him, however, it is unclear 

if economic issues alone will 
push voters away from Trump’s 
Republican Party.

“I would say they will prob-
ably still vote for (the party), 
even though they’re discour-
aged with some of his policies,” 
Austin, 55, said. UK to approve new North Sea 

drilling: British media
AFP | London, United Kingdom

Britain's government is set 
to allow development of a 

controversial new gas field off 
its coast in the North Sea, local 
media reported Friday.

The ruling Labour adminis-
tration promised on returning 
to power in 2024 not to issue 
any new oil and gas drilling 
licences as it steers Britain 
away from polluting fossil fu-
els towards cleaner renewable 
energy.

While Prime Minister Andy 
Burnham has vowed to abide 
by his party’s election mani-
festo commitments, the new 
leader has said he will take “a 
pragmatic approach” to oil and 
gas extraction in UK waters.

The Labour government de-
clined to comment on reports 
Friday from the BBC and oth-
ers, which cited government 
and industry sources, that it 
will this month approve drill-
ing at the Jackdaw gas field 
east of port city Aberdeen.

Massive AI spending ‘exactly the opposite’ of a bubble: Blackstone
AFP | Paris, France

Huge investments in AI 
data centres and other 

infrastructure are not fuel-
ling a stock market bubble, a 
top Wall Street firm insisted 
after a commitment to spend 
billions alongside chip giant  
Nvidia.

Investors are increasingly 
questioning if the massive out-
lays in artificial intelligence 
will justify sky-high valuations 

for technology firms, or prove 
a painful bubble reminiscent 
of the late-1990s dot-com boom 
and bust.

But Jon Gray, president of the 
private equity giant Blackstone, 
sees no cause for alarm.

“Despite genuine demand 
for computing power, all the 
applications of this intelligence 
and the productivity gains it 
enables are constrained by the 
available supply,” Gray told 
French media Les Echos Cap-

ital Finance in an interview 
published Friday.

“This is exactly the oppo-
site of what we see in a classic 
bubble,” he said, where capac-
ity investments outstrip actual 
demand.

Blackstone is among six Wall 
Street firms including Apollo 
and Goldman Sachs that signed 
a deal with Nvidia last month 
to deploy over $500 billion 
to finance the infrastructure 
for running ever more pow-

erful AI models.“The capital 
requirements are enormous: 
each one-gigawatt ‘AI factory,’ 
as Jensen Huang describes it, 
represents $35 billion of chips 
alone,” Gray said, referring to 
Nvidia’s chief. 

He added that by investing 
in infrastructure, Blackstone 
did not have to worry too much 
about excessive evaluations 
for tech firms, or which ones 
would be winners or losers in 
the AI race.



Two trapped tunnel workers 
rescued in Nepal ‘miracle’

Nepal disaster death toll reaches 1,308 as thousands remain missing

• Workers rescued after 
ten days underground

• Both men reported 
in stable condition

• Search operations 
continue at multiple sites

• More than 5,600 
people remain missing

AFP | Kathmandu

Two hydropower workers 
were pulled alive yester-
day from a tunnel buried 

by debris in Nepal, a rare ray of 
hope on the tenth day of rescue 
efforts after catastrophic Hima-
layan flooding.

Rescuers cheered as one man 
was pulled through a muddy 
opening, a video released by the 
energy ministry showed.

He was helped to his feet by 
rescuers, and later carried on the 
backs of the emergency workers, 
raising his hand as they rushed 
him towards a helicopter.

A photograph showed the 
second man caked in mud, his 
hands pressed together in prayer, 
as rescuers carried him on a 
stretcher.

“As long as there is breath, 
there is hope!” Energy Minister 
Biraj Bhakta Shrestha said in a 
statement.

“Rescue operations are con-
tinuing in all the affected tun-
nels. Let everyone’s efforts and 
prayers continue. We have not 
lost hope.”

Rescuers called it a “miracle” 
after the August 26 glacial and 
mountain collapse on the Chi-
na-Nepal border killed at least 
1,308 people and left more than 
5,600 missing.

“I am so happy, my heart is 
lighter,” Amir Maharjan, the 
brother of rescued worker, 
45-year-old Kabir Maharjan, 
told AFP.

Rescued worker Sanjay Sah, 

30, speaking on a video broadcast 
on Nepali media shortly after 
his rescue, said he had survived 
by praying during the days in 
the dark.

“What day is today? I was 
chanting maha mantra (Hindu 
prayers) inside,” Sah said, adding 
that he believed more workers 
may be in the tunnel.

“There were as many as 40 
or 45 people... I told them and 
everyone to run out,” he said of 
the moment the disaster struck.

Both men were reported to 
be in stable condition in a Kath-
mandu hospital.

 ‘24/7 heartache’ 
“He can talk, he is okay,” said 

Mahrajan’s wife, Hira Shobha 
Maharjan, saying he had an in-
jured leg, and the cold had made 
it hard to move his hands. 

“He can talk, he is okay. He has 
strength to talk and recognised 
me. At first he did not, but now 
he does.”

Maharjan’s  sister-in-law 
Lakshmi Naini waited outside 
a hospital in Kathmandu, where 
he was taken by helicopter.

“It’s a miracle. I am very hap-
py,” she told AFP. “I heard he is 
alive through social media, and I 
could not believe it.”

“I have no words to express 
how I feel,” said another relative, 
Shyam Maharjan, 45.

The rescued pair were among 
hundreds of hydropower work-
ers who had been missing since 
the wall of mud and debris swept 

through the region following a 
vast glacial and rock collapse on 
a mountain on the China-Nepal 
border.

Searches were continuing at 
the Trishuli 3A tunnel where the 
two men were rescued, as well as 
multiple other sites, with at least 
12 hydropower projects smashed 
by the floods.

Extra soldiers had been sent 
yesterday to boost the search 
operation, pulling out three dead 
bodies.

The government initially said 
it believed more than 100 work-
ers could be alive inside multiple 
tunnels. 

Nepali rescuers, aided by 
experts from India, China and 
South Korea, had repeatedly hit 
walls of hard-packed debris in 
their search for survivors.

Until yesterday, none of the 
tunnel workers had been con-
firmed alive.

Australian rescue expert Ar-
nold Dix, who has been advis-
ing the operation, told AFP that 
the rescue efforts were “back in 
miracle country” after a “week 
of 24/7 heartache”. 

Judge declares mistrial in US infanticide case but puts ruling on hold
AFP | Plymouth

A judge declared a mistrial 
yesterday in the high-pro-

file case of an American woman 
who killed her three children 
but put his decision on hold to 
allow the defense to appeal the 
decision.

Judge William Sullivan said 
he was freezing his mistrial rul-
ing in the trial of Lindsay Clancy 
for one hour to allow her lawyer 
to file an appeal with a higher 
court.

The jury has been deadlocked 
11-1 with the majority apparent-
ly leaning towards finding the 
36-year-old Clancy not guilty by 
reason of insanity.

The dramatic developments 
came after the jury sent a note 
to the judge yesterday morning 

saying that it was with a “heavy 
heart” that they were unable 
to reach a verdict in the case, 

which has cast a spotlight on 
maternal mental heath.

Clancy does not deny stran-

gling Cora, five, Dawson, three, 
and Callan, eight months, but 
claims she was suffering from 
postpartum psychosis -- excus-
ing her from criminal respon-
sibility.

To reach a verdict, all 12 jurors 
must be in agreement. If they 
cannot agree, the judge declares 
a mistrial and prosecutors must 
decide whether to try the case 
again with a new jury.

Kevin Reddington, Clancy’s 
lawyer, has repeatedly demand-
ed the replacement of the hold-
out juror with one of several 
alternate jurors but Sullivan 
declined to do so.

Clancy’s televised five-week 
trial, which featured more 
than 80 witnesses and days 
of distressing testimony, has 
sparked debate in the United 

States over maternal mental  
health.

Clancy has pleaded not guilty 
by reason of insanity, saying she 
heard a voice ordering her to kill 
her children.

Her lawyers say this was 
caused by postpartum psycho-
sis, a condition that experts say 
affects about one to two women 
in every 1,000 births.

Prosecutors have rejected that 
argument, saying Clancy had 
carefully planned the murders 
of her children and was able to 
understand the consequences of 
her actions.

Psychiatrists and people 
close to Clancy, as well as her 
estranged husband, were among 
the witnesses who testified 
about her fragile mental health 
during the trial.

Five EU 
countries aim 
to send rejected 
migrants to 
‘return hubs’ by 
2027
AFP | Copenhagen

Five European Union 
countries are seeking 

a deal with an unnamed 
non-EU country to host 
a “return hub” for mi-
grants whose asylum 
applications have been 
rejected, with a targeted 
start date of 1 January, a 
Danish minister has said.

Denmark,  Greece, 
Austria, Germany, and 
the Netherlands agreed 
to the initiative as Co-
penhagen hosted talks 
on the creation of mi-
grant detention centres 
outside Europe.

Zelenskyy slams 
his security 
services for 
‘unacceptable’ 
shootout
AFP | Kyiv

Ukrainian President Vo-
lodymyr Zelenskyy has 

slammed his security servic-
es after a shootout between 
rival agencies in Kyiv this 
week, saying he planned 
dismissals of high-ranking 
officials.

A gun fight between the 
military intelligence agen-
cy (GUR) and State Security 
Service (SBU) erupted in the 
capital Wednesday, leaving 
several officers injured.

The shootout happened 
in broad daylight and as 
Ukraine continues to fight 
Russia’s dragging invasion.

Zelenskyy said late on 
Thursday that “both agen-
cies must be held accounta-
ble, both acted in a way that 
is absolutely unacceptable.”

Sri Lanka 
arrests ex-
president’s son 
over Airbus 
deal
AFP | Colombo

Sri Lanka’s main anti-graft 
body arrested lawmaker 

Namal Rajapaksa, the son of 
former president Mahinda 
Rajapaksa, yesterday in con-
nection with a corruption 
probe into a 2013 Airbus 
aircraft purchase.

The Commission to In-
vestigate Allegations of 
Bribery or Corruption (CI-
ABOC) said the 40-year-old 
scion of the once-powerful 
Rajapaksa family “was sum-
moned for questioning over 
the Airbus transaction”.

“The MP was arrested af-
terwards and will be taken 
before a magistrate,” a com-
mission official said.

It was not immediately 
clear what charges Rajapak-
sa faces.

Trump says will 
ask Europeans 
to repay US for 
aiding Ukraine
AFP | Washington

US President Donald 
Trump said on Thurs-

day he will ask Europeans 
to repay the American aid 
provided to Ukraine under 
the administration of his 
predecessor Joe Biden.

Trump has long demand-
ed that Europeans shoulder 
more of the cost of Western 
support for Ukraine in its 
war with Russia, which be-
gan more than four years 
ago.

“Hundreds of Billions 
of Dollars was given to 
Ukraine and NATO, free of 
charge, that Europe would 
have paid for -- If they were 
only asked, but we will be 
asking for that money, 
though somewhat belat-
edly!” Trump wrote on his 
Truth Social platform on 
Thursday.
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One of the rescued 
workers survived 

ten days trapped in 
pitch-black tunnel 

conditions by 
continuously chanting 

Hindu prayers until 
emergency crews dug 
through 60 meters of 

dense mud

KNOW WHAT

 Philippine 
court issues 
arrest 
warrant for 
VP Duterte
AFP | Manila

A Philippine court 
yesterday issued an 

arrest warrant for Vice 
President Sara Duterte 
over an alleged death 
threat against the coun-
try’s president, with her 
defence team saying she 
would “exercise all her 
legal remedies”.

The alleged assassi-
nation threat also forms 
a crucial element of 
her ongoing Senate im-
peachment trial, where 
a guilty verdict would 
see her removed from 
office and permanently 
banned from politics.

Under the Philippine 
legal code, a criminal 
conviction on the charge 
would carry a jail term 
of up to six months.

Army personnel carrying a worker who was trapped inside a tunnel, during a rescue operation at Trishuli-3A Hydropower 
Project

Members of the public and reporters wait in line to enter the courthouse for the 
trial of Lindsay Clancy



Houthi offensive kills 
129 in Yemen: sources

Houthis advance toward key Red Sea gateway

• Fighting erupts near 
Bab al-Mandab strait

• Rebels target 
strategic coastal areas

• Government forces 
send reinforcements

AFP | Sanaa

A major offensive by Yem-
en’s Houthis to seize con-
trol of the gateway to the 

Red Sea has left more than 120 
people dead, sources said yes-
terday, the country’s deadliest 
clashes in years.

Fighting erupted on Thurs-
day, after the Iran-backed Hou-
this launched a ground assault 
along with rocket and drone at-
tacks near coastal areas, vying 
for control of the narrow Bab 
al-Mandab strait at the Red Sea’s 
southern entrance.

Yemen, embroiled in more 
than a decade of civil conflict, 
in July became the latest coun-
try to be drawn into the Middle 
East war as the Houthis upend-
ed a 2022 truce with the Sau-
di-backed government.

Since then, the Houthis have 
imposed a maritime blockade 
of Saudi Arabia and repeatedly 
attacked its ships in the Red Sea 
-- a vital alternative route for oil 
exports after Iran all but halted 
Gulf shipments by blockading 
the Strait of Hormuz.

The rebels are now trying to 
tighten their hold over the Red 
Sea, one of the world’s busiest 
shipping lanes, which they have 
disrupted with attacks on pass-

ing vessels since the Gaza war 
broke out in 2023.

The Houthi offensive aims 
to cut off the government-held 
port city of Mokha, under fire for 
weeks, and advance towards are-
as bordering the Bab al-Mandab, 
military sources said.

The rebels have seized elevat-
ed sites overlooking government 
positions near the Red Sea and 
the city of Taiz further inland, a 
military source and a Taiz offi-
cial said, requesting anonymity.

The Houthis could target ships 
from these elevated positions, 
they said.

The toll rose to 129 yesterday, 
according to an AFP tally com-
piled from several sources, up 
from an earlier count of 81.

A Yemeni military official 
speaking on condition of ano-
nymity said that 66 of his men 
had been killed, while medical 
and military sources close to the 

Houthis said at least 62 militants 
had died.

Another medical source said 
a civilian had also been killed.

 Reinforcements sent 
Although the Houthis do not 

control areas bordering Bab 
al-Mandab, they hold the key 
port city of Hodeida north of 
Mokha.

“They are going for Bab 
al-Mandab,” said Mohammed 
al-Basha, of the US-based risk 
advisory Basha Report.

The Houthis want to con-
trol the hills overlooking Bab 
al-Mandab and Mokha before 
attacking the coast, a Yemeni of-
ficial in Aden, the government’s 
base since it was ousted from 
the rebel-held capital, Sanaa, 
in 2014.

The government has sent re-
inforcements to Taiz from Aden 
on Saudi orders, he said.

Trump’s White House unveils 
deportation-themed video games
AFP | Washington

US President  Donald 
Trump’s White House 

unveiled a website featur-
ing classic arcade games -- 
but with a “MAGA” twist, in 
which players can deport 
migrants and build a border 
wall.

Rights groups swiftly crit-
icized the release of the on-
line games, which comes as 
the Trump administration 
steps up its mass arrest and 
deportation program for un-
documented migrants.

One game called Rio Run 
-- an updated version of 
the game Snake -- features 
a digital version of US bor-
der czar Tom Homan chas-
ing migrants with different 

skin colors next to the Rio 
Grande river on the Mexican 
border.

Another game based on 
the block-stacking game 
Tetris is called Build the 
Wall. “Protect the border 
from the coming horde,” the 
instructions say.

A third involves collect-
ing nets to put in so-called 
“Trump accounts” -- invest-
ment accounts containing a 
$1,000 deposit for children 
born in 2025 through 2028.

The White House account 
on X posted a video with the 
“Make America Great Again” 
logo MAGA, based on the logo 
of video game maker Sega.

“CAN’T STOP WINNING. 
Build the wall. Deport. Fill 
a Trump Account,” it says.

UK asserts ‘unshakeable’ Falklands 
commitment after Milei presses claim
AFP | London

Britain insisted yesterday 
that the Falkland Islands 

“are British” after Argentine 
President Javier Milei said the 
“winds of change” favoured his 
country’s claim to the archipel-
ago, citing Washington’s readi-
ness to review its neutrality in 
the dispute.

Britain and Argentina fought 
a 10-week war in 1982 over the 
South Atlantic islands, a British 
overseas territory which Argen-
tines call Las Malvinas.

The fate of the islands hit 
headlines again in recent days 
after US President Donald 
Trump threatened to wade into 
the dispute, and an British-Is-
raeli oil project near the islands 
caused anger in Argentina.

In an address on national TV, 
Milei assured Thursday that 
Argentina would not “stand idly 
by” in the face of the oil project 
and announced sanctions on 
firms linked to oil extraction 
“in Argentine territory under 

British occupation.”
“There are winds of change 

in the world that are favourable 
to our claim,” he said, alluding 
to Trump’s threat to withdraw 
support for Britain’s sovereign-
ty.

Control of the Falklands is a 
highly emotive issue in Argen-

tina, even though the islanders 
themselves voted overwhelm-
ingly in 2013 to remain British.

“The Falklands are British 
because Falkland Islanders 
choose to be British,” British 
Defence Secretary Wes Street-
ing responded in a social media 
post yesterday.
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Congratulations to my 
friend @GiorgiaMel-

oni for leading the long-
est-lasting government in 
the postwar history of the 
Italian Republic! Many 
thanks to Italy for being a 
great Ally in NATO

@SecGenNATO

As rains approach, win-
terisation in Gaza is 

far behind: 94% need 
shelter & non-food items. 
Rains could flood over-
crowded sites with waste 
& sewage, where families 
are trying to make a home. 
This is a race against time. 
Shelter, clean water & 
waste management are 
needed now.

@hadjalahbib

Secretary-General @an-
tonioguterres ’ report 

makes clear that sea-level 
rise does not stop at coast-
lines. What is already ex-
istential for millions will 
have consequences for us 
all, across societies, econ-
omies and regions. The 
cost of inaction will far 
exceed the cost of action.

@AminaJMohammed

Violence against wom-
en & girls is a persis-

tent & pervasive global 
scourge. Ending this crisis 
is essential for sustaina-
ble development & hu-
man rights. Let’s invest 
in women’s organizations 
delivering proven, local-
ly led solutions & build a 
world of safety & dignity 
for everyone.

@antonioguterres
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Atmospheric Water 
Generation Key to 
Water Security

KOTA SRIRAJ 

Bahrain having predominantly arid and desert climate 
naturally means that water resource security is a top pri-
ority. In this regard, Bahrain heavily relies on sea water 

desalination as its major source of water supply. Desalination 
system in Bahrain supplies roughly 59 per cent the nation’s total 
water supply and about 90 per cent of its drinking water. While 
desalination is the standard go-to option for desert nations, the 
procedure of desalination itself comes with certain ecological 
costs. For every gallon of fresh water produced, desalination 
produces by products in the form of  heavily concentrated salt 
and chemical wastewater which is unhealthy for marine life. 

Bahrain’s economic vision 2030 visualises a eco-friendly and 
environmentally sustainable future for the nation and given this 
ambition, there is an urgent need to implement a hybrid model 
of securing water resources that are easy on the environment 
and yet scalable enough to meet the future demands. In this 
respect Atmospheric Water Generation (AWG) neatly fits the 
bill. AWG cleanly intercepts the water cycle before the vapor 
touches the sea or ground. By using thermodynamic condensa-
tion AWG mimics natural dew formation to harvest completely 
pure, mineralized drinking water right out of the breeze. In this 
manner, AWG can help provide environmentally friendly and 
scalable source of water supply that protects fragile ground-
water aquifers and also takes care of marine life. This ensures 
a promising water resource backup for arid nations.

AWG makes enormous sense for desert nations, especially 
those that are surrounded by sea such as Bahrain because AWG 
concept is able to leverage a microclimate paradox which is that 
of hyper arid land but highly humid air. So while the ground 
lacks freshwater, the surrounding sea continuously evaporates 
water vapor into the air. Marine breezes push this dense mois-
ture inland, turning the sky into a massive, renewable reser-
voir. AWG capitalises on this phenomenon by pulling moisture 
directly from the air, bypassing the severe environmental and 
infrastructural limitations of traditional water sourcing. The 
benefits of AWG have been studied and reinforced by research-
ers at the University of Bahrain as well.

However, as every concept has a challenge, AWG too faces 
a significant one that presents a hurdle in its large scale de-
ployment. AWG needs active electric systems that consume 
significant power making each litre of water costly as com-
pared to desalinated water. This load on electric grid can be 
discouraging unless efforts are made to combine local electric 
grids with solar power. Once conventional electric supplies 
are paired with solar power on large scale, the benefits of AWG 
will be apparent. Yet another most viable path to cheaper AWG 
water is replacing power-hungry compressors with advanced 
sorbent materials such as Metal-Organic Frameworks (MOFs) 
or biomimetic hydrogels. This can help contain the energy 
costs overruns. AWG can change the water security narrative 
for Bahrain.

(The views and opinions expressed in this article are those 
of the author and do not necessarily reflect the official policy 
or position of the Daily Tribune)

TODAY 
IN 

HISTORY

1666 1774 1958 2017
Firebreaks finally bring the 
Great Fire of London under 
control, leaving 13,200 houses 
destroyed and eight dead

Twelve of the thirteen American colonies 
adopt a trade embargo against Great 
Britain at the First Continental Congress in 
Carpenters’ Hall, Philadelphia, Pennsylvania

First color video 
recording on magnetic 
tape is presented in 
Charlotte, North Carolina

Hurricane Irma becomes one of 
the most powerful hurricanes ever 
recorded in the Atlantic Basin region 
with winds of 185 mph (280 km/h)

People sail their boats past container ships anchoring near the Strait of Bab al-
Mandeb off Yemen’s coast in the Gulf of Aden (file photo)

A memorial is seen on Mount Harriet in the Falkland Islands
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suitably qualified applicants can contact 
39258813 or HAEZAL@SWIFTMSER-
VICE.COM
AMAN SPA & WELLNESS W.L.L has a va-
cancy for the occupation of MASSEUR, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
38012243 or ELARAHOSPITALITY.BH@
GMAIL.COM
NEXGO DELIVERY has a vacancy for the 
occupation of DRIVER, suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 66637444 or HA-
MAD.ALMOSAWY@GMAIL.COM
VKS TRADING & CONTRACTING W.L.L 
has a vacancy for the occupation of 
SUPERVISOR (SITE), suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 36226906 or NK-
SAMEERNK@GMAIL.COM
Noor Al shifa traditional sweets trading 
co WLL has a vacancy for the occupation 
of SALESMAN, suitably qualified appli-
cants can contact 33302709 or SHAFAS-
WEETS@GMAIL.COM
Delta Security Services Co. W.L.L. has a 
vacancy for the occupation of SECURITY 
GUARD, suitably qualified applicants can 
contact 33999840 or hr@delta-ss.me
SEIF ANTAR CAFETERIA has a vacan-
cy for the occupation of SANDWICHES 
MAKER, suitably qualified applicants can 
contact 39444895 or BB5555BB@HOT-
MAIL.COM
ALSHEHAB ALUMINIIUM  WORKSHOP 
W.L.L has a vacancy for the occupation 
of WORKER(GLASS CUTTING), suit-
ably qualified applicants can contact 
34444162 or ALSHEHABALUMINIUM@
GMAIL.COM
BEN EID TOWERS CLEANING W.L.L has 
a vacancy for the occupation of WORK-
ER(MAINTENANCEW).GENERAL, suit-
ably qualified applicants can contact 
17250078 or KEHF-2011@HOTMAIL.COM
SNOW WHITE CONSTRUION AND TRAD-
ING W.L.L has a vacancy for the occupa-
tion of PLUMBER, suitably qualified appli-
cants can contact 36386399 or ABSY0@
HOTMAIL.COM
SPOTIBLE ADVERTISING AND PUBLICITY 
W.L.L has a vacancy for the occupation of 
DESIGNER, suitably qualified applicants 
can contact 38376864 or SPOTIBLEBH@
GMAIL.COM
SHAW NASS PIPE FABRICATION W.L.L 
has a vacancy for the occupation of RIG-
GER, suitably qualified applicants can 
contact 17725522 or yousif@aanass.net
DAILY FRESH CAFTERIA has a vacancy 
for the occupation of WORKER(JUICE), 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
33194444 or fgroup.bh@gmail.com
OVERHAUL AUTO SERVICES W.L.L has a 
vacancy for the occupation of MANAGER, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
35130787 or ASADJAVSD26@GMAIL.
COM
ANORA DESIGN STUDIO W.L.L has a va-
cancy for the occupation of BEAUTICIAN, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
17870023 or PHUONGSERVICES.BH@
GMAIL.COM
ARAB ASIAN DREDGING COMPANY 
W.L.L has a vacancy for the occupation 
of SHIP'S OILER AND GREASER, suit-
ably qualified applicants can contact 
17251444 or yousif@aanass.net
ANWAR ALBAHRAIN PHONES has a va-
cancy for the occupation of SALESMAN, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
33886398 or alihasanabdali2@gmail.
com
RUSSIAN GULF RESTAURANT has a va-
cancy for the occupation of SUPERVI-
SOR, suitably qualified applicants can 
contact 39468897 or RILWAN25@GMAIL.
COM
WHITE FALCON PRIVATE SECURITY 
SERVICES Co. W.L.L has a vacancy for 
the occupation of SECURITY GUARD, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
66626168 or TDAINEH@GMAIL.COM
BRIDGE WEST FACILITIES W.L.L has a va-
cancy for the occupation of SALES MAN-
AGER, suitably qualified applicants can 
contact 35615033 or AKBAR@BRIDGEW-
ESTBH.COM
ABU SAAD GENTS SALON W.L.L has a 
vacancy for the occupation of BARBER, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
34394945 or SOHAILYASIN795@GMAIL.COM
ALSAFI FRESH FISH has a vacancy for 
the occupation of SALESMAN, suit-
ably qualified applicants can contact 
17294498 or AN4726@GMAIL.COM

can contact 17245222 or HR@AREEN-
AGROUP.COM
SPICY HOME RESTAURANT has a va-
cancy for the occupation of CASHIER, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
33067006 or MINE.CURTAINS@GMAIL.
COM
PLANNERS GROUP INTERNATIONAL 
has a vacancy for the occupation of 
FITTER(SHIP PIPES), suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 17532010 or 
m.vishal@exibah.com
BLUE FOX ELECTRIC 2 has a vacancy for 
the occupation of OFFICE ASSISTANT, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
36566965 or BUAHMED93@YAHOO.COM
WADI ALSAIL GATE CONSTRUCTION 
W.L.L has a vacancy for the occupation 
of WORKER(CONSTRUCTION), suit-
ably qualified applicants can contact 
33367000 or wadibahrain@gmail.com
CHOCOMELT has a vacancy for the oc-
cupation of COOK(ASSISTANT), suit-
ably qualified applicants can contact 
36843013 or TARIQ.SHARIF@RITZCARL-
TON.COM
SUBHAN GARAGE W.L.L has a vacancy 
for the occupation of WORKER (CAR ME-
CHANICAL WORKSHOP), suitably quali-
fied applicants can contact 35528471 or 
SHANI52367@GMAIL.COM
The Gentlemens Grooming Barber 
Lounge and Spa has a vacancy for the 
occupation of THERAPIST, suitably qual-
ified applicants can contact 39427117 or 
shajeemmc@kbhgroup.com
KADOURA W.L.L has a vacancy for the oc-
cupation of RECEPTIONIST, suitably qual-
ified applicants can contact 17226588 or 
LMRA52@DELMONFISH.COM
INTERIOR SOLUTIONS COMPANY has a 
vacancy for the occupation of PAINTER, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
17832022 or hamida.alhubail@havelock-
one.com
LULU BAHRAIN HYPERMARKET W.L.L 
has a vacancy for the occupation of BAK-
ER(GENERAL), suitably qualified appli-
cants can contact 17558558 or careers@
bh.lulumea.com
MASAR GROUP W.L.L has a vacancy for 
the occupation of SERVICES HELPER, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
17840461 or m.jameel@masargroup.bh
MOHAMMED JALAL CLEANING SER-
VICES W.L.L has a vacancy for the oc-
cupation of CLEANER, suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 17533311 or 
JALALMJALAL@JALAL.COM
LIONS DEN GENTS SALON W.L.L has a va-
cancy for the occupation of HAIR DRESS-
ER, suitably qualified applicants can con-
tact 66682001 or FARASATSHERALI@
GMAIL.COM
MUHAMMAD MUZAMMIL EQUIPMENT 
REPAIRING AND METAL  FABRICATING 
W.L has a vacancy for the occupation of 
WORKER(SALES), suitably qualified ap-
plicants can contact 32299843 or CHMU-
ZAMMAL1122@GMAIL.COM
RAQUEL SECRETS  BEAUTY SALON 
W.L.L has a vacancy for the occupation 
of HAIRDRESSER, suitably qualified ap-
plicants can contact 33332028 or mas-
tersgatefbs@gmail.com
Premiere Hotel W.L.L. has a vacancy for 
the occupation of INSTRUCTOR / COACH, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
17811811 or CORP@DADABAI.COM
ALI AL HADI ADVERTISING & MEDIA has 
a vacancy for the occupation of ADVER-
TISING SALESMAN, suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 33665530 or 
ALSHEEKH.ALHAWI@GMAIL.COM
RMA MIDDLE EAST W.L.L has a vacancy 
for the occupation of MANAGER (OPER-
ATIONS), suitably qualified applicants 
can contact 17008425 or SIMONE.SCH-
REIBER@RMA-RHEINAU.DE
SMART FAMILY VACATIONS TRAVEL AND 
TOURISM W.L.L has a vacancy for the 
occupation of OFFICE BOY / FARRASH, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
33648030 or Mirzaatif548@gmail.com
GOLDEN BOOR CHIMNEY CLEANING  
SERVICES has a vacancy for the occupa-
tion of CLEANER, suitably qualified ap-
plicants can contact 39950399 or MAH-
MOOD.BOOR1986@GMAIL.COM
ANAYAT SWEET has a vacancy for the 
occupation of WORKER(SALES), suit-
ably qualified applicants can contact 
17223297 or NADEEMANAYAT@GMAIL.

RAMSIS ENGINEERING CO. W.L.L has a 
vacancy for the occupation of MECHAN-
ICAL HELPER, suitably qualified appli-
cants can contact 17830801 or Abbas@
ramsis.com.bh
RAMSIS ENGINEERING CO. W.L.L has a 
vacancy for the occupation of MECHAN-
ICAL HELPER, suitably qualified appli-
cants can contact 17830801 or Abbas@
ramsis.com.bh
S AND E FASHION DESIGNER W.L.L has 
a vacancy for the occupation of SALES-
MAN, suitably qualified applicants can 
contact 34622013 or SADIK34091344@
GMAIL.COM
QUICK ZEBRA SERVICES has a vacancy 
for the occupation of CLEANER, suit-
ably qualified applicants can contact 
17700211 or hrd@dreamgroup.bh
QUICK ZEBRA SERVICES has a vacancy 
for the occupation of CLEANER, suit-
ably qualified applicants can contact 
17700211 or hrd@dreamgroup.bh
QUICK ZEBRA SERVICES has a vacancy 
for the occupation of CLEANER, suit-
ably qualified applicants can contact 
17700211 or hrd@dreamgroup.bh
Dream World Construction Co. W.L.L. has 
a vacancy for the occupation of WORK-
ER(CONSTRUCTION), suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 34111999 or 
sharef.works@gmail.com
BEN EID TOWERS CLEANING W.L.L has 
a vacancy for the occupation of WORK-
ER(MAINTENANCEW).GENERAL, suit-
ably qualified applicants can contact 
17250078 or KEHF-2011@HOTMAIL.COM
ALWARDI TRANSPORT CO. W.L.L has 
a vacancy for the occupation of WORK-
ER(CONSTRUCTION).GENERAL, suit-
ably qualified applicants can contact 
17730626 or TURKI_ALWARDI@HOT-
MAIL.COM
SAXOPHONE SUITES has a vacancy for 
the occupation of HOUSEKEEPER, suit-
ably qualified applicants can contact 
39722444 or ALI_ALBARNI@HOTMAIL.
CO.UK
ALMOAYYED CLEANING & MAINTE-
NANCE W.L.L. has a vacancy for the oc-
cupation of CLEANER, suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 17400407 or prof-
fice@almoayyedcg.com
VIBRANT SERVICES W.L.L has a vacancy 
for the occupation of SECURITY MAN, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
17008217 or JALALEBRAHIM@GMAIL.COM
ALMOAYYED CLEANING & MAINTE-
NANCE W.L.L. has a vacancy for the oc-
cupation of CLEANER, suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 17400407 or prof-
fice@almoayyedcg.com
VIBRANT SERVICES W.L.L has a vacancy 
for the occupation of SECURITY MAN, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
17008217 or JALALEBRAHIM@GMAIL.COM
AJYAD MARKETING AND CONSULTING 
COMPANY W.L.L has a vacancy for the 
occupation of SALES EXECUTIVE REPRE-
SENTATIVE, suitably qualified applicants 
can contact 32068585 or DENT_TAM@
HOTMAIL.COM
BAHRAIN SERVICES & MAINTENANCE 
COMPANY B.S.C. (CLOSED) has a vacan-
cy for the occupation of SERVICEMAN, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
17727676 or aqeel@basma.com.bh
ZUHU RESTAURANT W.L.L has a vacan-
cy for the occupation of CLEANER, suit-
ably qualified applicants can contact 
37354578 or SURFRAZMB@YAHOO.
CO.IN
AL AWALIN  KARAK has a vacancy for 
the occupation of COOK(GENERAL), suit-
ably qualified applicants can contact 
36670001 or A.SHEHABI.68@GMAIL.
COM
ALI MOOSA ABDULLA HASAN(KHAS-
SAT/8195) has a vacancy for the occu-
pation of SEAMAN, suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 39090894 or 
ABUHUSSAIN8307@GMAIL.COM
JABERI WOODEN FACTORIES W.L.L has a 
vacancy for the occupation of DRAFTS-
MAN, suitably qualified applicants can 
contact 17400014 or hr.jwf@jaberigroup.
com
AREENA CONTRACTOR GROUP CO. 
W.L.L has a vacancy for the occupation 
of DRIVER, suitably qualified applicants 

COM
BRIGHT KNIGHT DELIVERIES W.L.L has a 
vacancy for the occupation of CLEANER, 
suitably qualified applicants can con-
tact 33667194 or NOORNADEEM2404@
GMAIL.COM
BAHGEGA W.L.L has a vacancy for the 
occupation of OFFICE BOY / FARRASH, 
suitably qualified applicants can con-
tact 33828399 or NOORULISLAM4580@
GMAIL.COM
MODERN KNOWLEDGE SCHOOLS has a 
vacancy for the occupation of ADMIN-
ISTRATOR, suitably qualified applicants 
can contact 17727712 or hr@mkschools-
bh.com
MAKSIMO CONSULTANCY W.L.L has a 
vacancy for the occupation of OFFICE 
ASSISTANT, suitably qualified applicants 
can contact 17668800 or CONSULTAN-
CY@MAKSIMOBH.COM
CENTRAL CAFE W.L.L has a vacancy 
for the occupation of CLEANER, suit-
ably qualified applicants can contact 
17263271 or CENTRALCAFE.CO.WLL@
GMAIL.COM
ALAZHAR CONTRACTING ESTABLISH-
MENT has a vacancy for the occupation 
of CLEANER (GENERAL), suitably quali-
fied applicants can contact 17702454 or 
mohdnew28@gmail.com
ALAZHAR CONTRACTING ESTABLISH-
MENT has a vacancy for the occupation 
of CLEANER (GENERAL), suitably quali-
fied applicants can contact 17702454 or 
mohdnew28@gmail.com
ZOOM PRINCE W.L.L has a vacancy for 
the occupation of FOOD SERVICE WORK-
ER, suitably qualified applicants can 
contact 36344498 or PRINCEBURGER@
GMAIL.COM
SO SWEET W.L.L has a vacancy for the 
occupation of CONFECTIONER, suit-
ably qualified applicants can contact 
17491555 or MAJEEDT1353@GMAIL.
COM
TAKAMUL SERVICES CO ( TASCO ) W.L.L 
has a vacancy for the occupation of 
CLEANER, suitably qualified applicants 
can contact 17344107 or MAJAJ101@
HOTMAIL.COM
BURJ MAPATOTAY CARGO COMPANY 
W.L.L has a vacancy for the occupation 
of WORKER/PACKER, suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 38307897 or 
FK794137@GMAIL.COM
AWAL A.C & REFRIGERATION WORK-
SHOP W.L.L has a vacancy for the occu-
pation of SALES OFFICER, suitably quali-
fied applicants can contact 17293388 or 
hr1@gulfstarbh.com
M L SOLUTIONS AND MANAGEMENT 
W.L.L has a vacancy for the occupation of 
OFFICE HELPER, suitably qualified appli-
cants can contact 39331003 or AISPACE-
BH@GMAIL.COM
Ramada Hotel and Suites Amwaj W. L. L 
has a vacancy for the occupation of SU-
PERVISOR, suitably qualified applicants 
can contact 13600111 or mannai.hr@
mannaitrading.com
RANIS CAFE has a vacancy for the oc-
cupation of WAITER (GENERAL), suit-
ably qualified applicants can contact 
17760191 or ABDULLA.ABUDAHOOM@
GMAIL.COM
REGAL MAINTENANCE & SERVICES 
W.L.L has a vacancy for the occupation 
of DRIVER(FORKLIFT), suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 17448936 or re-
gal@rmswll.com
NOOR AL ZAMAN PERFUMES W.L.L has 
a vacancy for the occupation of OFFICE 
BOY / FARRASH, suitably qualified appli-
cants can contact 37786800 or ZAMAN-
MUHAMMADZAMAN06@GMAIL.COM
GULF PERFORMANCE W.L.L has a vacan-
cy for the occupation of WORKER(JUICE 
& SANDWICHES), suitably qualified appli-
cants can contact 34053913 or AHMED@
BOROJRAMA.COM
AHMED SHARIF FURNITURE has a va-
cancy for the occupation of CARPENTER, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
17403403 or Rayees@asfbahrain.com
NEW GOLDEN RESTAURANT W.L.L has a 
vacancy for the occupation of KITCHEN 
WORKER, suitably qualified applicants 
can contact 35953947 or AYANMU-
HAMMEDKAPPURATH@GMAIL.COM
ALAZHAR CONTRACTING ESTABLISH-
MENT has a vacancy for the occupation 
of CLEANER (GENERAL), suitably quali-

fied applicants can contact 17702454 or 
mohdnew28@gmail.com
VANGUARD INTEGRATED SERVICES 
W.L.L has a vacancy for the occupation 
of WORKER(CONSTRUCTION), suit-
ably qualified applicants can contact 
35415502 or BLBILAL112233@GMAIL.
COM
RAMEE CALIFORNIA HOTEL W.L.L has 
a vacancy for the occupation of CHEF, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
17826007 or hrs.bh@rameehotels.com
Sahel Karbabad Grills has a vacancy for 
the occupation of KITCHEN WORKER, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
39997757 or M.KHABBAZ92@GMAIL.
COM
EFFCON JEWELLERY DESIGN W.L.L has 
a vacancy for the occupation of WORK-
ER(SALES), suitably qualified applicants 
can contact 39492852 or KHANINT.PVT.
LTD@GMAIL.COM
Alashball decor construction has a va-
cancy for the occupation of SALESMAN, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
33600065 or COZYD215@GMAIL.COM
PARIZAD TRADING W.L.L has a vacancy 
for the occupation of SALES EXCUTIVE, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
38430001 or nasra.a2801@GMAIL.COM
Socrates gate Contracting has a vacancy 
for the occupation of OFFICE WORKER 
HELPER, suitably qualified applicants 
can contact 33208929 or socratesgate@
gmaiI.com
ALMANARATAIN BLOCK & CONCRETE 
FACTORY has a vacancy for the occupa-
tion of MASON ASST, suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 36055333 or 
ALSHAAB@BATELCO.COM.BH
ALDOOR EXCAVATION & BUILDING CON-
TRACTING CO. W.L.L has a vacancy for 
the occupation of HEAVY DRIVER, suit-
ably qualified applicants can contact 
17877246 or zainabhr@aldoorbh.com
UMM ALSUBBAN MECHANICAL CON-
TRACTS has a vacancy for the occupa-
tion of ELECTRICIAN, suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 17491190 or 
usmc@batelco.com.bh
BAHRAIN SERVICES & MAINTENANCE 
COMPANY B.S.C. (CLOSED) has a vacan-
cy for the occupation of SERVICEMAN, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
17727676 or aqeel@basma.com.bh
ALMOAYYED SECURITY has a vacancy 
for the occupation of SECURITY GUARD, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
17400407 or proffice@almoayyedcg.com
MEMORIES CAFE has a vacancy for the 
occupation of WAITER (GENERAL), suit-
ably qualified applicants can contact 
37773537 or LT-70@HOTMAIL.COM
ABDULHADI ALAFOO WLL has a vacan-
cy for the occupation of WORKER(CON-
STRUCTION), suitably qualified appli-
cants can contact 17874756 or alafoo@
batelco.com.bh
ALKAHAF CONTRACTING ESTABLISH-
MENT has a vacancy for the occupa-
tion of CONSTRUCTION WORKER, suit-
ably qualified applicants can contact 
17722281 or ALKAHAF1@HOTMAIL.COM
LEONIDA HAMA SERVICES CO W.L.L has 
a vacancy for the occupation of DRIVER, 
suitably qualified applicants can con-
tact 35948795 or BHATTIAHMED0001@
GMAIL.COM
A 10 LAUNDRY has a vacancy for the 
occupation of WASHING MACHINE OP-
ERATOR, suitably qualified applicants 
can contact 39682683 or ALJANED1@
HOTMAIL.COM
AL KOOHEJI ELECTRICAL CONTRAC-
TORS & CONSTRUCTION WLL has a va-
cancy for the occupation of CARPENTER, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
17701711 or lmra@kecc.me
COOL CORE CO W.L.L has a vacancy 
for the occupation of SALESMAN, suit-
ably qualified applicants can contact 
39203861 or COOLCORECO@GMAIL.
COM
AL KOOHEJI ELECTRICAL CONTRAC-
TORS & CONSTRUCTION WLL has a 
vacancy for the occupation of WORK-
ER(CONSTRUCTION), suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 17701711 or 
lmra@kecc.me
MIG HOLDING W.L.L has a vacancy for 
the occupation of TRAINING CO-ORDI-
NATOR, suitably qualified applicants can 
contact 17562722 or NALRUMAIHI@DA-

MANA.COM
Arab Bahraini Establishment For Ag-
riculture has a vacancy for the occu-
pation of WELDER, suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 39955755 or 
A7MAD___1991@HOTMAIL.COM
BANANA SWEET has a vacancy for the 
occupation of WORKER/PACKER, suit-
ably qualified applicants can contact 
39464141 or BANANASWEET41@GMAIL.
COM
RK MEDICAL CENTER W.L.L has a vacan-
cy for the occupation of SPECIALISED 
DENTIST, suitably qualified applicants 
can contact 13622262 or info@rkmedi-
calcenter.com
ARAB SHIPBUILDING & REPAIR YARD CO. 
)ASRY has a vacancy for the occupation 
of ELECTRICIAN, suitably qualified ap-
plicants can contact 17674319 or duai-
jmalkhalifa@ASRY.NET
SEVEN HILLS SERVICES W.L.L has a 
vacancy for the occupation of WORK-
ER(MAINTENANCEW).GENERAL, suit-
ably qualified applicants can contact 
39697979 or hr@7hills-group.com
ALDOOR EXCAVATION & BUILDING CON-
TRACTING CO. W.L.L has a vacancy for 
the occupation of WORKER(CONSTRUC-
TION).GENERAL, suitably qualified ap-
plicants can contact 17877246 or zain-
abhr@aldoorbh.com
ALDOOR EXCAVATION & BUILDING CON-
TRACTING CO. W.L.L has a vacancy for 
the occupation of WORKER(CONSTRUC-
TION).GENERAL, suitably qualified ap-
plicants can contact 17877246 or zain-
abhr@aldoorbh.com
Star world general trading w l l has a va-
cancy for the occupation of SALESMAN, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
33345787 or HAMEEDBRN786@GMAIL.
COM
POINT BYTE COMPUTER MANAGEMENT   
W.L.L has a vacancy for the occupation 
of COMPUTER OPERATOR, suitably qual-
ified applicants can contact 36563904 or 
HASEEBBAHRAINI64@GMAIL.COM
ISTANBUL FOR MAINTENANCE AND 
SPARE PARTS has a vacancy for the oc-
cupation of MECHANIC, suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 39458970 or AL-
BARAKACLEARING@GMAIL.COM
ALDOOR EXCAVATION & BUILDING CON-
TRACTING CO. W.L.L has a vacancy for 
the occupation of WORKER(CONSTRUC-
TION).GENERAL, suitably qualified ap-
plicants can contact 17877246 or zain-
abhr@aldoorbh.com
Shakeel Trading Co. W.L.L has a vacancy 
for the occupation of STORE LABOURER, 
suitably qualified applicants can con-
tact 17601873 or NAYLASHAKEEL.STC@
GMAIL.COM
UNITED ENTERPRISES CO W L L has a 
vacancy for the occupation of PLUMBER, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
33393899 or hr@unitedenterprises.biz
ABDULAZIZ S. A.AZIZ ALAAZMI / NOOR 
LABJAR -9533 has a vacancy for the 
occupation of SEAMAN, suitably quali-
fied applicants can contact 17830128 or 
AMASAN1177@GMAIL.COM
MAGICIAN CENTER FOR CARS has a va-
cancy for the occupation of CLEANER, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
13362662 or MAGICIAN.bh@GMAIL.COM
TAHER COMPUTER has a vacancy for 
the occupation of WORKER(SALES), suit-
ably qualified applicants can contact 
34156666 or helplinebh888@gmail.com
ARK ADVISORY W.L.L has a vacancy for 
the occupation of ASSISTANT MANAGER, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
34387402 or ABHISHEKGUPTA0230@
GMAIL.COM
ALAZHAR CONTRACTING ESTABLISH-
MENT has a vacancy for the occupation 
of CLEANER (GENERAL), suitably quali-
fied applicants can contact 17702454 or 
mohdnew28@gmail.com
ALAZHAR CONTRACTING ESTABLISH-
MENT has a vacancy for the occupation 
of CLEANER (GENERAL), suitably quali-
fied applicants can contact 17702454 or 
mohdnew28@gmail.com
GOLDEN DINAR FOR CAR ACCESSORIES 
W.L.L has a vacancy for the occupation 
of WORKER(SALES), suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 35042359 or 
MMUBARAKK906@GMAIL.COM
HAEZAL GARAGE W.L.L has a vacancy for 
the occupation of MECHANICAL HELPER, 
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SARENS NASS MIDDLE EAST W.L.L has a 
vacancy for the occupation of MANAGER 
(PROJECT), suitably qualified applicants 
can contact 17725522 or yousif@aanass.net
BINT ALKHOZAMIA MARKET has a va-
cancy for the occupation of SALESMAN, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
39757064 or MARIAMALKHOZAMI@
HOTMAIL.COM
SEDDIQA HABIB FOOD STUFF W.L.L has a 
vacancy for the occupation of WORKER(SALES), 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
37331197 or HUSSAIN_597@ICLOUD.COM
MAGIC SHINE CLEANING CO. W.L.L has a 
vacancy for the occupation of CLEANER, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
17345051 or info@magicshinebh.com
MAGIC SHINE CLEANING CO. W.L.L has a 
vacancy for the occupation of CLEANER, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
17345051 or info@magicshinebh.com
ALRAHILA CONSTRUCTION W.L.L has a 
vacancy for the occupation of PAINTER, 
suitably qualified applicants can con-
tact 33865286 or alrahilaconstruction@
gmail.com
RINNARA SPA W.L.L has a vacancy 
for the occupation of MASSEUR, suit-
ably qualified applicants can contact 
33699478 or BANARANTHAIMASSAGE@
GMAIL.COM
MOHAMMED JALAL CLEANING SER-
VICES W.L.L has a vacancy for the oc-
cupation of CLEANER, suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 17533311 or 
JALALMJALAL@JALAL.COM
THE NEW BILAL AHMED SERVICES W.L.L 
has a vacancy for the occupation of 
CLEANER, suitably qualified applicants 
can contact 34649636 or CHB17902@
GMAIL.COM
VEHARI SERVICES W.L.L has a vacancy 
for the occupation of CLEANER, suit-
ably qualified applicants can contact 
33039435 or ZAINBRW435@GMAIL.COM
SARAVANA KUMAR CONTRACTING 
W.L.L has a vacancy for the occupation 
of TECHNICIAN, suitably qualified appli-
cants can contact 34618173 or RSK.SA-
RAN@GMAIL.COM
Seven Energy W.L.L has a vacancy for 
the occupation of ELECTRICAL SUPER-
VISOR, suitably qualified applicants can 
contact 17500791 or hr@seven-energy.
com
ZYNT ALBAYT TRADING has a vacancy 
for the occupation of SALESMAN, suit-
ably qualified applicants can contact 
33332679 or SALEM43641@GMAIL.COM
AFRAN ABU AHMED has a vacancy for 
the occupation of WORKER(MAINTE-
NANCEW).GENERAL, suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 39342942 or 
HASGHAR87@LIVE.COM
BLUE SHINE RAINBOW ADVERTISING 
W.L.L has a vacancy for the occupation 
of OFFICE ASSISTANT, suitably quali-
fied applicants can contact 33217233 or 
naveelshahzad11@gmail.com
EASY PEASY CLEAR SERVICES CO W.L.L 
has a vacancy for the occupation of OF-
FICE WORKER HELPER, suitably quali-
fied applicants can contact 33128342 or 
EASYSERVICES.BH@GMAIL.COM
ARABS MAURITANIA AUTO PARTS. has a 
vacancy for the occupation of MECHAN-
ICAL HELPER, suitably qualified appli-
cants can contact 17212133 or BOUR-
SHAID@HOTMAIL.COM
KAFLAN CONSTRUCTION has a va-
cancy for the occupation of WORKER(-
CONSTRUCTION), suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 33316767 or kaf-
lanconstrution@gmail.com
ALADLIYA CONTRACTING ESTABLISH-
MENT has a vacancy for the occupation 
of WORKER(CONSTRUCTION).GENERAL, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
39602882 or alsediqqi12@outlook.com
PROTECTS SECURITY SERVICES has a 
vacancy for the occupation of SECURITY 
GUARD, suitably qualified applicants can 
contact 17700211 or hrd@dreamgroup.bh
Dream World Construction Co. W.L.L. has 
a vacancy for the occupation of WORK-
ER(CONSTRUCTION), suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 34111999 or 
sharef.works@gmail.com
BEMS TRADING & RENTAL W.L.L has a va-
cancy for the occupation of SALESMAN, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
33181125 or FAROOKEDPL@GMAIL.COM

Secure Me W.L.L has a vacancy for the 
occupation of SECURITY GUARD, suit-
ably qualified applicants can contact 
17749697 or secure.me@live.com
MISSION SKATING  W.L.L has a vacancy 
for the occupation of OFFICE ASSISTANT, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
66306609 or MSKSKATING@GMAIL.COM
ALTHABET WELDING SMITHERY & FAB-
RICATION has a vacancy for the occu-
pation of WELDER, suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 39931998 or AL-
THABIT.WORKSHOP@LIVE.COM
ZWX International Trading Co. W.L.L has 
a vacancy for the occupation of SALES-
MAN, suitably qualified applicants can 
contact 35012110 or 1951515184@
QQ.COM
NISAR FURNITURE W.L.L has a vacancy 
for the occupation of WORKER(SALES), 
suitably qualified applicants can con-
tact 33497575 or NISAARGUJJAR175@
GMAIL.COM
GLOBAL STEEL GENERAL TRADING 
W.L.L has a vacancy for the occupation 
of STEEL FABRICATOR, suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 36646766 or GLO-
BALSTEELBH@GMAIL.COM
SPOTLESS GULF W.L.L has a vacancy 
for the occupation of OFFICE WORKER 
HELPER, suitably qualified applicants 
can contact 36621482 or malerah95@
gmail.com
NATIONAL READYMIX CO. W.L.L has a va-
cancy for the occupation of TECHNICIAN, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
17786665 or pro@nccbahrain.com
JAAFAR HASAN JAWAD HASAN (ANWAR 
ALMUHARAQ / 2410 ) has a vacancy for 
the occupation of SEAMAN, suitably qual-
ified applicants can contact 39152229 or 
LUMINASS3410@HOTMAIL.COM
SILVERSTONE MANAGEMENT CO W.L.L 
has a vacancy for the occupation of OF-
FICE ASSISTANT, suitably qualified appli-
cants can contact 35421319 or SILVER-
STONEBAHRAIN@GMAIL.COM
SMALCO CONTRACTING W.L.L has a 
vacancy for the occupation of WORK-
ER(CONSTRUCTION), suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 38866885 or 
smalco.bh@hotmail.com
AL AZRA SERVICES W.L.L has a vacancy 
for the occupation of WORKER/PACKER, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
33252730 or MUHAMMADHAMIDH34@
GMAIL.COM
AL MARU CONTRACTING AND DOC-
UMENT CLEARANCE W.L.L has 
a vacancy for the occupation of 
WORKER(CONSTRUCTION), suit-
ably qualified applicants can contact 
37211885 or BH.RASHED12@GMAIL.COM
AL AALI MOTORS has a vacancy for the 
occupation of CLEANER, suitably quali-
fied applicants can contact 17556862 or 
HR@ALAALIBH.COM
SYGMA INDUSTRIAL SERVICES W.L.L 
has a vacancy for the occupation of SU-
PERVISOR, suitably qualified applicants 
can contact 36500566 or YASINH@SYG-
MAWLL.COM
Stiller Agency for the Supply Workers w. 
l. l has a vacancy for the occupation of 
MANAGER, suitably qualified applicants 
can contact 17717730 or rsuresh@alaz-
zamgroup.com
SECURI CORE W.L.L has a vacancy for 
the occupation of SECURITY GUARD, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
17822228 or HRGUARDS@SECURICORE.BH
I S A  REAL ESTATE has a vacancy for the 
occupation of SALES EXECUTIVE REPRE-
SENTATIVE, suitably qualified applicants 
can contact 36933636 or ISA@ALAHLI.US
ALSHAYBANI OASIS FOR FOOD AND 
GENERAL TRADING has a vacancy for the 
occupation of SALESMAN, suitably qual-
ified applicants can contact 39380088 or 
HASH2003@GMAIL.COM
ALAZHAR CONTRACTING ESTABLISH-
MENT has a vacancy for the occupation 
of CLEANER (GENERAL), suitably quali-
fied applicants can contact 17702454 or 
mohdnew28@gmail.com
ARRHAM TRADING AND CONTRACTING 
W.L.L has a vacancy for the occupation 
of ELECTRICAL ENGINEER, suitably qual-
ified applicants can contact 35036038 or 
SHABAB@ARRHAMGROUP.COM
ALAZHAR CONTRACTING ESTABLISH-
MENT has a vacancy for the occupation 
of CLEANER (GENERAL), suitably quali-
fied applicants can contact 17702454 or 

mohdnew28@gmail.com
Secure Me W.L.L has a vacancy for the 
occupation of SECURITY GUARD, suit-
ably qualified applicants can contact 
17749697 or secure.me@live.com
MULA JEEVAN KHUBAZ W.L.L has a 
vacancy for the occupation of BREAD 
BAKER, suitably qualified applicants can 
contact 37626263 or SUFIYAN2249@
GMAIL.COM
QASR AL SHAHER BAKERY has a vacancy 
for the occupation of BAKER(GENERAL), 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
17421862 or MANALHAMAIDAN1992@
GMAIL.COM
TANDOORI TAWAH RESTAURANT W.L.L 
has a vacancy for the occupation of 
WAITER, suitably qualified applicants can 
contact 33303746 or adeel_rauf2003@
yahoo.com
SATARA INTERIOR DECORATION W.L.L 
has a vacancy for the occupation of OF-
FICE ADMINISTRATOR, suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 35415746 or MU-
ZAFARIQBAL91@GMAIL.COM
HAMOODI KARAK has a vacancy for the 
occupation of WORKER(JUICE & SAND-
WICHES), suitably qualified applicants 
can contact 36729990 or RAZA4070@
GMAIL.COM
UMAIR TABASSUM FOR ELECTRICAL 
BAHRAINI PARTNERSHIP COMPANY has 
a vacancy for the occupation of TECHNI-
CIAN, suitably qualified applicants can 
contact 33029528 or UZ203060@GMAIL.COM
CITY DILU JEWELLERY CO. W.L.L has 
a vacancy for the occupation of SALES 
WORKER, suitably qualified applicants 
can contact 17210066 or gaurav_sagar@
hotmail.com
STRATBUILD CO W.L.L has a vacancy for 
the occupation of WORKER(CONSTRUC-
TION).GENERAL, suitably qualified appli-
cants can contact 35900842 or NAVEED-
KHAAAN7@GMAIL.COM
CLUB HAWAII BAHRAIN COMPANY W.L.L 
has a vacancy for the occupation of SU-
PERVISOR, suitably qualified applicants 
can contact 17561222 or SHADI.ALA-
ZZEH@EDAMAH.COM
GLEAM NEST AND CO W.L.L has a vacan-
cy for the occupation of OFFICE ASSIS-
TANT, suitably qualified applicants can 
contact 39880389 or NOORNEELAM19@
GMAIL.COM
ALMOAYYED CLEANING & MAINTE-
NANCE W.L.L. has a vacancy for the oc-
cupation of CLEANER, suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 17400407 or prof-
fice@almoayyedcg.com
AL KOOHEJI ELECTRICAL CONTRAC-
TORS & CONSTRUCTION WLL has a va-
cancy for the occupation of ELECTRICAL 
TECHNICIAN, suitably qualified appli-
cants can contact 17701711 or lmra@
kecc.me
ALHAJ HASSAN GROUP B.S.C CLOSED 
has a vacancy for the occupation of 
WORKER(CONSTRUCTION).GENERAL, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
17551111 or hr.admin@hajihassan.com
VELORA WELLNESS W.L.L has a vacan-
cy for the occupation of RECEPTIONIST, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
36525433 or VISHNUPOMZ@GMAIL.COM
ALHAJ HASSAN GROUP B.S.C CLOSED 
has a vacancy for the occupation of 
WORKER(CONSTRUCTION).GENERAL, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
17551111 or hr.admin@hajihassan.com
adliya towers interiors WLL has a vacan-
cy for the occupation of CARPENTER, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
17729645 or OP@adliyatowers.com
SMALCO CONTRACTING W.L.L has a 
vacancy for the occupation of WORK-
ER(CONSTRUCTION), suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 38866885 or 
smalco.bh@hotmail.com
SKY ALNOOR SERVICES has a vacan-
cy for the occupation of MECHANICAL 
HELPER, suitably qualified applicants 
can contact 36115591 or ALNOORAM97@
GMAIL.COM
Orienta Intrnational for construction has 
a vacancy for the occupation of PROJ-
ECTS COORDINATOR, suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 33322402 or 
STE_1@HOTMAIL.COM
AL FARHAN PERFECT W.L.L has a va-
cancy for the occupation of REPAIRMAN 
(GENERAL), suitably qualified applicants 
can contact 36629978 or MUHAMMATA-
HIR078600@GMAIL.COM

AL NAHHAM FOR LABOR SUPPLY has a 
vacancy for the occupation of CLEANER, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
36644889 or alnaham.labor.supply@
gmail.com
DELMONIA CORNER  AIR CONDITION-
ERS has a vacancy for the occupation of 
WORKER-COIL WINDER-(HAND), suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 36099544 or 
HANIALMURBATI@GMAIL.COM
GULF HOTELS GROUP - GULF HOTEL has 
a vacancy for the occupation of MARKET-
ING EXECUTIVE, suitably qualified appli-
cants can contact 17713000 or khalid.
alawadi@gulfhotelbahrain.com
E M P FACILITIES SUPPORT W.L.L has a 
vacancy for the occupation of CLEANER, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
32302725 or NOORGAZI@GMAIL.COM
SAFINA FACILITIES SUPPORT W.L.L has 
a vacancy for the occupation of WORKER 
(SHIPBUILDING YARD), suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 17674319 or DU-
AIJMALKHALIFA@ASRY.NET
OMEGA MAX FACILITIES BAHRAINI 
PARTNERSHIP COMPANY has a vacan-
cy for the occupation of DRIVER, suit-
ably qualified applicants can contact 
35409021 or EMDADULRS@GMAIL.COM
PARKMATE FACILITIES SUPPORT SER-
VICES W.L.L has a vacancy for the oc-
cupation of SUPERVISOR, suitably qual-
ified applicants can contact 37157449 or 
INFO@PARKMATEBH.COM
MAGIC SHINE CLEANING CO. W.L.L has a 
vacancy for the occupation of CLEANER, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
17345051 or info@magicshinebh.com
F&Q W.L.L has a vacancy for the occupa-
tion of SALES WORKER, suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 33557999 or QA-
THAM.BH@GMAIL.COM
ALMA KITCHENS FACTORY W.L.L has 
a vacancy for the occupation of WORK-
ER(MAINTENANCEW).GENERAL, suit-
ably qualified applicants can contact 
17826260 or info@CIHBAHRAIN.COM
Al Rayah For Safety Items WLL has a va-
cancy for the occupation of SECURITY 
GUARD, suitably qualified applicants can 
contact 17822228 or RASHEED@SECURI-
CORE.BH
NOOR LIGHT ELECTRIC has a vacancy 
for the occupation of ELECTRICIAN, suit-
ably qualified applicants can contact 
33239898 or NOORLIGHT.ELECTRIC@
GMAIL.COM
AMMAR AND HUSSIN SONS OF AHMED 
ISMAIL TRADING BAHRAINI PARTNER-
SHIP COMPANY has a vacancy for the 
occupation of SALES WORKER, suit-
ably qualified applicants can contact 
33233858 or AMMAR.ISMAEEL1989@
GMAIL.COM
NEW GOOD LUCK JEWELLERY CO. W.L.L. 
has a vacancy for the occupation of 
SALESMAN, suitably qualified applicants 
can contact 17210525 or NEWGOOD-
LUCKJEWELRY@GMAIL.COM
NEW LEMON LAUNDRY CO W.L.L has a 
vacancy for the occupation of WORK-
ER(LAUNDRY), suitably qualified appli-
cants can contact 33239564 or Usman-
nasir449@gmail.com
TUBLI AUCTION USED GOODS has a va-
cancy for the occupation of SALESMAN, suit-
ably qualified applicants can contact 17770222 
or MOTHANAMMM2022@GMAIL.COM
MAMAZ STATION CAFETERIA has a va-
cancy for the occupation of WORKER(-
SALES), suitably qualified applicants can 
contact 38073370 or cc0@hotmail.it
LIGHT CASA BLANCA CONSULTANCY CO. 
W.L.L has a vacancy for the occupation 
of OFFICE ASSISTANT, suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 66911807 or AL-
JNI53727282@GMAIL.COM
CAIRIS DESIGNS W.L.L has a vacancy for 
the occupation of OFFICE ASSISTANT, 
suitably qualified applicants can con-
tact 33667194 or ANASTASIARED9806@
GMAIL.COM
WAJAHAT SUPER MART has a vacancy 
for the occupation of SALES WORKER, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
33102396 or afzalpanjabi37@gmail.com
AZLAN ZAKI BAKERY W.L.L has a vacan-
cy for the occupation of BAKER(GENER-
AL), suitably qualified applicants can con-
tact 33005777 or ADEEZV@GMAIL.COM
SALON BLACK & WHITE has a vacancy for 
the occupation of BARBER, suitably qual-
ified applicants can contact 39468422 or 
EBRAHIMTOBACO@YAHOO.COM
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The UAE has rejected 
allegations of involve-
ment in Sudan’s on-

going conflict, saying it has not 
supplied weapons or related 
military materiel to any party 
since the war began in April 
2023.

In response to the latest 
report by the UN-mandated 
Independent International 
Fact-Finding Mission for Su-
dan, the UAE said it remains 
committed to international law 
and supports investigations 
into alleged violations of hu-
man rights and humanitarian 
law.

The UAE also condemned 
violations committed by both 
the Sudanese Armed Forces 
and the Rapid Support Forces, 

while reaffirming its commit-
ment to UN sanctions.

Abu Dhabi called for the 
existing arms embargo to be 
extended across all of Sudan 
and urged an end to all external 
military support for the war-
ring parties.

The UAE renewed its call for 
an immediate and uncondition-
al ceasefire, an urgent humani-
tarian truce and a comprehen-
sive, civilian-led political pro-
cess independent of the rival 
forces and extremist groups.

The UAE mission also stressed 
that allegations surrounding 
the conflict should be assessed 
through an objective, impartial 
and evidence-based process, 
with information independent-
ly verified and corroborated.

More than 120 com-
batants have been 
killed in clashes 

between Yemen’s Houthi re-
bels and government forces 
since Thursday, according to 
military and medical sources.

A military official on the Red 
Sea coast said 24 government 
fighters were killed, while an-
other official in the Taiz region 
reported 15 deaths. Medical 
sources in Houthi-controlled 
areas said at least 42 Houthi 
fighters were killed.

The fighting began after 

Houthi forces launched a 
ground offensive supported by 
rocket and drone attacks near 
the Red Sea coast and Taiz.

Government sources said 
the Houthis were attempting 
to isolate the strategic port city 
of Mokha and advance toward 
areas near the Bab al-Mandab 
Strait.

Yemen has endured more 
than a decade of civil conflict, 
with the latest escalation add-
ing to instability in the stra-
tegically important Red Sea 
region.

Algeria is battling a 
devastating wave of 
wildfires that has 

spread across several prov-
inces, destroying forests, 
homes and farmland. Jijel, 
east of Algiers, has suffered 
some of the worst damage, 
with vast areas of forest 
burned.

Authorities have officially 
reported 12 deaths, although 
local accounts suggest the toll 
could be higher. President Ab-
delmadjid Tebboune declared 
three days of mourning and 
pledged compensation and 
support for affected families.

Tebboune blamed extreme 
climate conditions but also 

pointed to possible arson. He 
called for those responsible 
to face the death penalty and 
announced the lifting of Alge-
ria’s long-standing moratori-
um on executions, drawing 
criticism from human rights 
groups.

UAE Denies Role in Sudan War, 
Calls for End to Foreign Support

More Than 120 Killed in Yemen Clashes

Algeria Battles Deadly Wildfires as 
President Calls for Death Penalty



Sony has unveiled 
limited-edi-
t i o n  D u -

alSense controllers 
inspired by Grand 
Theft Auto VI, add-
ing to the excitement 
surrounding Rockstar Games’ 
highly anticipated title.

The controllers feature de-
signs inspired by Vice City, with 
distinctive black and white fin-
ishes, neon-inspired details and 
GTA VI branding. Both models 
retain the PS5’s signature haptic 
feedback and adaptive triggers, 
offering the same immersive 
features as standard DualSense 
controllers.

Pre-orders are scheduled to 
open on September 10, with the 
limited-edition controllers set to 
launch on November 19, along-
side GTA VI. In the US, they are 

priced 
at around 
$ 8 4 . 9 9 each.

The new accessories are ex-
pected to appeal strongly to both 
gamers and collectors, particu-
larly ahead of the game’s release. 
The announcement also high-
lights the growing merchan-
dise surrounding GTA VI, as 
Rockstar builds anticipation for 
what is expected to be one of the 
biggest video game launches in 
history.

For fans, the controllers offer 
a stylish way to bring the world 
of Vice City into their gaming 
setup.

Zack Snyder’s The Last 
Photograph is head-
ing to the 2026 Toron-

to International Film Festival 
(TIFF) for its world premiere, 
marking a major milestone for 
the filmmaker’s long-gestating 
project. The film will screen on 
September 13 at the John Bas-
sett Theatre in Toronto.

The drama-thriller stars 
Stuart Martin, Fra Fee and 
Costanza Andrade and follows a 
former DEA agent who ventures 
into the South American jungle 
on a mission to find his missing 
niece and nephew after their 
diplomat parents are killed. 
A troubled war photographer 
joins him, as the journey forc-
es the protagonist to confront 
both the dangerous terrain and 

his own inner demons.
Snyder directed the film 

and co-wrote the screenplay 
w i t h longtime col-
labora- tor Kurt 
Johnstad. U n l i k e 
many of 
Snyder’s 

recent large-scale 
productions, The 
Last Photograph was made 
independently, representing a 
more intimate project for the 
filmmaker.

The movie has reportedly 
been in development for nearly 
two decades, making its arrival 
at TIFF particularly significant 
for Snyder and his fans. The 

Toronto premiere will also pro-
vide an opportunity for the film 
to attract potential distributors, 
as it currently does not have a 
studio or streaming distributor 

attached.
T h e  f i l m ’ s 

TIFF debut 
c o m e s 
as Sny-

der continues to explore 
projects outside the major 

superhero and franchise 
productions that have defined 
much of his career.

With its world premiere 
approaching, The Last Pho-
tograph could become one of 
the festival’s notable titles as 
buyers and audiences get their 
first full look at Snyder’s latest 
cinematic venture.

Netflix is developing 
“Ravenloft,” a new 
live-action series 

based on the gothic horror 
setting of Dungeons & Drag-
ons, bringing one of the fran-
chise’s darkest worlds to the 
screen.

The series is being devel-
oped by John August, who 
will write and executive pro-
duce, with Oscar-winning 
filmmaker Alfonso Cuarón 
also serving as an executive 
producer alongside Hasbro 
Entertainment. The project is 
described as a prestige fanta-
sy series blending adventure, 
gothic horror and tragic ro-
mance.

At the centre of the story 
is Strahd von Zarovich, the 

infamous vampire Darklord. 
The series will explore his 
transformation from a tragic 
antihero into one of the most 
notorious villains in the Dun-
geons & Dragons universe, 
touching on themes of power, 
love, obsession and his de-
scent into undead existence.

The project represents a 
fresh attempt by Netflix to 
bring Dungeons & Dragons 

to television. The 
streamer had pre-
viously been de-
veloping a live-ac-
tion series based 
on “The Forgotten 
Realms,” but that 
project is no longer 
moving forward. 
Ravenloft is a sep-

arate production with a new 
creative team.

For fans of the franchise, 
the series could offer a darker 
alternative to traditional fan-
tasy, focusing on supernatural 
horror and character-driven 
storytelling.

Netfl ix has not  yet  an-
nounced a release date, cast 
or production schedule for 
“Ravenloft.”
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Days Of Thunder Returns

Anne Hathaway Joins Tom Cruise for ‘Days of Thunder’ Sequel

Hollywood is head-
ing back to the race-
track, with Anne 

Hathaway joining Tom Cruise 
in the long-awaited sequel to 
the 1990 racing drama Days of 
Thunder. Paramount Pictures 
has set the film for a June 2, 
2028 theatrical release, nearly 
four decades after the original.

Cruise will return as Cole 
Trickle, the ambitious NAS-
CAR driver he portrayed in the 
original film. Hathaway will 
take on a new role as a race-
car team owner and engineer, 
marking the first time the two 
stars will share the screen.

The sequel will be direct-
ed by Jonathan Levine, with 

Cruise producing alongside 
Jerry Bruckheimer and Tom-
my Harper. The film is planned 
to be shot for IMAX and re-
leased exclusively in cinemas, 
including premium formats 
such as Dolby Cinema and 
4DX.

The original Days of Thun-
der, directed by Tony Scott, 
s tarred  Cruise  a longside 
Nicole Kidman, Robert Duvall 
and Randy Quaid. The 1990 
film followed Cole Trickle 
as he pursued success in the 
high-speed world of NASCAR.

The new sequel comes as 
Cruise continues his return 
to major franchise filmmak-
ing following the success of 

Top Gun: Maverick. Produc-
tion is expected to begin in 
early 2027, with further story 
and casting details still under 
wraps.

W i t h t w o 
m a j o r stars at 
its cen-
t r e 

and a large-format theatri-
cal release planned, Days of 
Thunder is set for another 
h i g h - s p e e d 
Hollywood 
c o m e b a c k 
in 2028.

What the GCC is watching: The Shows and Films Dominating Streaming Screens

Zack Snyder’s ‘The Last Photograph’ Heads to Toronto Netflix Develops Live-Action ‘Dungeons & Dragons: Ravenloft’

GTA 6 Gets Limited-Edition PS5 Controllers

From Arabic dramas and 
Turkish hits to Holly-
wood franchises and In-

dian entertainment, streaming 
audiences across the Gulf are 
showing a remarkably diverse 
appetite. Current viewing charts 
across major platforms including 
Netflix, Shahid, Prime Video, 
OSN and STARZPLAY reveal a mix 
of regional favourites and inter-
national blockbusters.

Netflix: Thrillers, Drama 
and Big Franchises

Netflix’s latest charts in Saudi 
Arabia and the UAE show strong 
interest in thriller and drama ti-
tles. The Whisper Man is among 
the leading films, while Years of 
Darkness, Mousetrap and The 
Early Spring are featuring prom-
inently among TV shows. In the 
UAE, The Gentlemen has also 
climbed to the top of Netflix’s 

TV rankings.
The popularity of The Gentle-

men comes as Netflix expands its 
September offering, with the sec-
ond season among the platform’s 
major new releases in the UAE.

Shahid: Arabic Content 
Remains Strong

For Shahid, locally produced 
and Arabic-language entertain-
ment continues to dominate. In 
Saudi Arabia, Banat Omair leads 
the TV rankings, followed by 
Love on Paper and Torn Apart. 
Among films, Shelter currently 
sits at No. 1, with Venom: The 
Last Dance also attracting view-
ers.

The Bahrain chart similarly 
places Love on Paper and Banat 
Omair at the top, highlighting the 
continued strength of regional 
content among Gulf audiences.

Prime Video: Reacher 
Leads the Pack

Prime Video is seeing strong 
demand for international action 
and drama. In the UAE, Reacher 
currently tops the TV rankings, 
followed by Qesma w Naseeb and 
Off Campus. The Runner is also 
among the leading films.

The platform’s September 
lineup is adding further momen-
tum, with Neagley, the Reacher 
spin-off, among its major new 
releases alongside The Runner 
and other original productions.

OSN: Classics Still Have a 
Huge Audience

OSN’s current UAE rankings 

demonstrate the enduring appeal 
of established franchises. Game 
of Thrones leads the TV chart, 
while Marty Supreme tops the 
movie rankings. Harry Potter, 
The Mentalist, Friends and The 
Sopranos are also attracting sig-
nificant audiences.

Interestingly, Game of Thrones 
is currently the top OSN TV show 
across several GCC markets, in-
cluding Bahrain, Kuwait, Oman, 
Qatar and the UAE.

STARZPLAY: Regional and 
International Mix

STARZPLAY’s UAE rankings re-
flect another distinctive combi-
nation of Indian, Arabic and in-
ternational entertainment. Uyir, 
Premalu and Archana 31 Not Out 
are among its leading films, while 
Fear Factor: Khatron Ke Khiladi 
and Lioness feature prominently 
among TV offerings.

The GCC Streaming Picture
Taken together, the charts 

show that there is no single Gulf 
viewing trend. Audiences are 
moving comfortably between 
Arabic originals, Turkish dramas, 
Indian films, Hollywood block-
busters, action franchises and 
long-running classics.

The biggest takeaway is the 
continued importance of local 
and regional storytelling along-
side global entertainment. Sha-
hid’s strong Arabic-language per-
formance sits alongside Netflix’s 
international hits, Prime Video’s 
action-led catalogue and OSN’s 
enduring appeal of premium 
Hollywood and HBO program-
ming.

For Gulf viewers, streaming 
is no longer about choosing be-
tween local and international 
entertainment — they are watch-
ing both.

‘Phantom Blade Zero’ Shows Off New Gameplay Prime Video Unveils September Lineup Fox Orders ‘Mammoth’ Comedy Series

Phantom Blade Zero 
has revealed new 
gameplay footage, 

showcasing its fast-paced com-
bat, cinematic visuals and dark 
martial-arts-inspired world. 
Developed by Chinese studio 
S-GAME, the action RPG blends 
traditional Wuxia influences 
with intense swordplay and 
challenging battles. Players 
control Soul, a skilled assassin 
navigating a dangerous world 
filled with rival warriors and 

conspiracies. The game is 
scheduled to launch on Octo-
ber 29, 2026, for PlayStation 
5 and PC, and is among the 
year’s most anticipated action 
titles.

Prime Video is bringing 
a fresh mix of films 
and series to view-

ers this September, includ-
ing new originals, returning 
favourites and international 
titles. One of the highlights 
is Neagley, the highly antic-
ipated Reacher spin-off fol-
lowing Frances Neagley. The 
platform will also feature The 
Runner, alongside a selection 
of action, drama and thriller 
titles. With several major re-

leases scheduled throughout 
the month, Prime Video is 
offering subscribers a varied 
lineup designed to keep audi-
ences entertained throughout 
September.

Fo x  h a s  o r d e r e d 
“Mammoth,” a new 
single-camera come-

dy series from Modern Family 
creators Christopher Lloyd 
and Danny Zuker. The series 
follows a group of characters 
navigating modern family life 
and unexpected challenges 
with a comedic twist.

Lloyd and Zuker will serve 
as executive producers, bring-
ing their experience from one 
of television’s most successful 

sitcoms to the new project. 
The series is part of Fox’s ex-
panding comedy lineup and is 
expected to join the network’s 
upcoming programming slate. 
Further details, including the 
cast and premiere date, have 
yet to be announced.



BRAVE CF 108 weigh-ins set the stage for nine-bout card

TDT | Manama

BRAVE Combat Federation™ 
(BRAVE CF), the world’s fast-

est-growing and most global 
mixed martial arts organiza-
tion, has officially completed 
the weigh-ins for BRAVE CF 108, 
with all nine bouts confirmed 
to proceed as scheduled at the 
historic Pula Arena in Croatia 
on Saturday, September 5.

Croatian standout Andi 
“Highlight Machine” Vrtacic 

will headline the highly antici-
pated card against France’s So-
fiane Bouafia in a three-round 
middleweight contest. Both ath-
letes enter the matchup with 
an opportunity to strengthen 
their standing in the division, 
as Vrtacic seeks to make the 
most of home advantage. Mean-
while, Bouafia aims to spoil the 
occasion and score the most 
monumental victory of his  
career.

In the co-main event, Fili-

pino star Stephen “The Snip-
er” Loman is set to square off 
against Georgian sensation La-
sha Abramishvili  in a pivotal 
encounter. With the BRAVE CF 
Bantamweight World Cham-
pionship currently vacant, the 
stakes are particularly high, 
with the winner potential-
ly positioning himself as the 
next contender for the coveted 
crown.

 Seven additional matchups 
will complete the  BRAVE CF 

108  lineup, further highlight-
ing the depth and internation-
al diversity that have become 
defining characteristics of the 
promotion since its inception 
in 2016.

 The upcoming event will also 
represent another significant 
milestone in BRAVE CF’s global 
expansion. Croatia becomes the 
18th European country and the 
39th nation overall to host the 
Bahrain-born sporting proper-
ty, reinforcing its commitment 

to bringing world-class mixed 
martial arts to both established 

and emerging markets across 
the globe.

Man Utd in ‘good place’ despite 
imperfect squad, says Carrick
AFP | London

Manchester United manager 
Michael Carrick said he is 

delighted with the additions to 
his squad despite being outspent 
by Premier League rivals in the 
transfer window and short on 
depth in some areas.

United put their efforts into 
rebuilding Carrick’s midfield, 
with Casemiro’s exit and a seri-
ous injury to Manuel Ugarte off-
set by the acquisitions of Andrey 
Santos, Youri Tielemans and 
Carlos Baleba for a combined 
£155 million ($210 million).

The Red Devils’ fiercest rivals 
spent almost that budget on a 
single player as Manchester City 
broke the British transfer record 
for Enzo Fernandez, while Liv-
erpool splashed up to £123 mil-
lion on French winger Bradley 
Barcola.

Despite a return to the Cham-
pions League for the first time in 
three seasons, Carrick hinted at 
having to work within financial 
restrictions.

“We went into the window 

wanting to come out strong-
er from the group that we had 
last season. We’ve definitely 
added to that,” Carrick told 
a pre-match press confer-
ence ahead of Sunday’s trip to  
Everton.

“I think we’ve done a lot of 
good work in that respect and 
the situation is what it is in 
terms of finances and what we 
can work with and what we’re 

trying to get the most of.
“Certainly, the players that 

we’ve brought into the group 
I’m absolutely delighted with 
and I think we’ve done some 
really good business there.”

United look particularly short 
in defence with the injury-prone 
Luke Shaw their only senior op-
tion at left-back.

“What squad ever is the per-
fect squad? You’ve always got to 

find ways of adapting,” Carrick 
added.

“When you’re building and 
trying to push to go through a 
period where we’re trying to 
get to the top – that’s the ulti-
mate goal – you’ve got to make  
steps.”

Joshua Zirkzee was among 
those expected to leave Old 
Trafford to boost the funds 
available to Carrick.

Despite interest from Fior-
entina and Juventus and a 
deadline-day approach from 
Everton, the Netherlands in-
ternational remains at United 
despite limited gametime over 
the past two seasons.

Cycling team set 
for Dhofar Classic

TDT | Manama

The Bahrain National Cy-
cling Team will compete 

in the Salalah and Dhofar 
Classic Tour 2026 in Oman 
from September 5 to 9, with 
the support from the Gener-
al Sports Authority and the 
Bahrain Olympic Committee.

Organised by the Oman 
Cycling Federation, the five-
day event features four stag-
es covering a total distance 
of 594 kilometres, taking 
riders from the sea to the 
mountains through Dhofar’s 
distinctive and exceptional 
natural landscapes.

The tour is expected to 
deliver five days of intense 
competition, challenging 
climbs and high-level racing, 
with 95 cyclists representing 
16 teams and 28 nationalities 
taking part.

The Bahrain national team 
arrived in Dhofar yesterday 
morning. The squad features 
cyclists Sayed Ahmed Khalil, 
Mohammed Al-Ghais, Hus-
sein Mohammed, Mahdi 
Hassan and Ahmed Madan, 
alongside cycling techni-
cian Issa Ayoub and national 
team technical director Axel 
Costa.

This participation follows 
an invitation from the Oman 
Cycling Federation and 

forms part of the Bahrain 
team’s preparations for the 
upcoming Asian Games.

Organisers in Oman have 
completed preparations for 
the event, including the race 
routes featuring mountain 
climbs and descents across 
several elevated areas. The 
course will pass through 
locations including Al Hafa 
Souq, Hajif, Mughsail Beach, 
Mirbat Castle,  Dahariz 
Beach, Wadi Darbat, Taqah 
Castle, Jebel Samhan and Ain 
Razat, before concluding at 
the  Sultan Qaboos Sports 
Complex.

The organisers have also 
completed the technical, ad-
ministrative and logistical 
arrangements for the tour as 
participating teams arrive in 
Dhofar ahead of the highly 
anticipated start.

Four distinctive jerseys 
will be awarded at the end 
of each stage. The gold jer-
sey will be presented to the 
leader of the individual gen-
eral classification based on 
time, while the  green jer-
sey will go to the leader of the 
general points classification.

The  white jersey  will be 
awarded to the leading Un-
der-23 rider, while the sil-
ver jersey  will recognise 
the overall most combative  
rider.
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We went into the 
window wanting to 
come out stronger 

from the group that we 
had last season. We’ve 

definitely added to that
MICHAEL CARRICK

BRAVE CF 36 Fight Card
Middleweight Bout - 83.9 KG / 185 LBS*
Andi Vrtacic (84.1 KG) vs. Sofian Bouafia (85.3 KG)

Bantamweight Bout - 61.2 KG / 135 LBS**
Stephen Loman (62 KG) vs. Lasha Abramishvili (61.7 KG)

Featherweight Bout - 65.8 KG / 145 LBS***
Mathias Prehofer (65.9 KG) vs. Walter Cogliandro (66 KG)

Lightweight Bout -  70.3 KG / 155 LBS***
Domen Drnovsek (70.6 KG) vs. Erik Pletikos (70.7 KG)

77.5-Kilogram Catchweight Bout - 77.5 KG / 171 LBS
Amil Tutic (77 KG) vs. Ivan Kiš (76.8 KG)

Women’s Flyweight Bout  - 56.7 KG / 125 LBS***
Maja Drnovšek (56.8 KG) vs. Aleksandra Sokołowska (57.2 KG)

Middleweight Bout - 83.9 KG  / 185 LBS***
Luka Vrtacic (83.7 KG) vs. Ali Hodeib (84.3 KG)

73-Kilogram Catchweight Bout - 73 KG / 161 LBS
Patrick Pereša (72.6 KG) vs. Filip Vidak (72.9 KG)

Amateur 77-Kilogram Catchweight Bout - 77 KG / 169. 4 LBS
Roni Pavlovic (76.6 KG) vs. Nejc Rupreht (76.9 KG)

*Sofian Bouafia failed to make the middleweight limit. His bout against Andi Vrtacic 
will move forward at a catchweight of 85.3 kilograms, with Bouafia forfeiting 10% of 
his guaranteed purse as a penalty. 
**Stephen Loman failed to make the bantamweight limit. His bout against Lasha 
Abramishvili will move forward at a catchweight of 62 kilograms, with Loman 
forfeiting 15% of his guaranteed purse as a penalty. 
***Athletes in this bout were granted a one-pound allowance.

Richarlison decided Spurs exile himself, claims De Zerbi
AFP | London

Tottenham boss Roberto De 
Zerbi said he only wants 

to work with “hungry” players 
after leaving Richarlison out of 
his Premier League squad.

The Brazilian’s future is un-
certain after a proposed return 
to Everton before Tuesday’s 
transfer deadline for English 
clubs reportedly collapsed over 
his wage demands.

Richarlison has also been 
linked with moves to Turkey 
or Saudi Arabia, where the 
window remains open, but 
he cannot feature for Totten-
ham in the Premier League 
until at least January after be-

ing left out De Zerbi’s 25-man  
squad.

In an explosive social media 
post on Monday, Richarlison 
claimed “never again will any-
one decide my future for me”.

But De Zerbi said it was the 
29-year-old who initiated a 
move.

“I think Richarlison, he decid-
ed everything alone. He spoke 
with me at the beginning of the 
pre-season and told me his idea 
and desire was to leave,” the 
Italian told a pre-match press 
conference yesterday.

“I can’t say nothing because 
I didn’t decide anything. The 
message of Richarlison from 

the beginning of the season has 
been very clear. I accepted that 
and for me (there is) nothing 
(to say).

“If you don’t want to stay here, 
I don’t want to keep (talking) in 
the press conference. Go out, 
you have the freedom to go out. 
If you don’t want to stay, why 
(do) we have to keep you on 
the list? Why (do) you have to  
stay?”

De Zerbi guided Tottenham 
to Premier League survival to-
wards the end of last season, but 
a splurge of over £300 million 
($405 million) on new players 
in the transfer market is yet to 
reap any reward.

Richarlison reacts during a match (file 
photo)

National cycling team before departing Oman

Michael Carrick reacts from the sideline during a match (file photo)



Ailing Auger-Aliassime falls at US Open 
as Swiatek, Osaka and Gauff advance

AFP | New York

Third seed Felix Auger-Alias-
sime tumbled out of the US 

Open as former champions Iga 
Swiatek, Naomi Osaka and Coco 
Gauff reached the third round.

Karen Khachanov, ranked 
50th in the world, downed Au-
ger-Aliassime 6-7 (5/7), 6-3, 6-2, 
6-2, pulling away relentlessly 
from the physically ailing Ca-
nadian who said he was “dizzy 
and seeing spots.

“I thought maybe it would 
pass, but it didn’t,” a dejected 
Auger-Aliassime said.

Khachanov took full advan-
tage of 47 unforced errors, with 
eight double faults, from Au-
ger-Aliassime, who struggled 
particularly on serve.

“I thought maybe he had 
some physical issues, it’s part 
of our sport,” Khachanov said. 
“From my side I tried to give 
my best performance, fighting, 
fighting.

“I’m super happy to get this 
win,” added the 2022 semi-fi-
nalist after posting his first top-
10 win of the year.

It was the second big upset 

on the men’s side, after Novak 
Djokovic was ousted in the first 
round.

Sixth-seeded Australian Alex 
de Minaur also bowed out, fall-
ing to Botic van de Zandschulp 
6-4, 7-5, 6-2 to further open up 
a men’s field headed by world 
number two Alexander Zverev.

French Open champion 
Zverev anchored the night ses-
sion on Arthur Ashe Stadium, 
taking on 52nd-ranked French-

man Quentin Halys.
Meanwhile three former 

women’s champions -- Swiatek, 
Gauff and Osaka, booked their 
third-round berths.

Gauff thrilled the Ashe night 
crowd with a 6-4, 7-6 (7/5) vic-
tory over former world number 
two Paula Badosa of Spain.

Swiatek marched through 
with a 6-3, 6-2 victory over 
Nadia Podoroska while Osaka 
survived a second-set swoon 

to beat Katerina Siniakova 6-2, 
5-7, 6-1.

Gauff, 22, had lost five of her 
eight prior meetings with Bado-
sa, so she was ready when the 
Spaniard piled on the pressure 
in the second set, regaining a 
break to force the tiebreaker.

“I knew she would raise her 
level. She’s capable of blasting 
winners and blasting return 
winners,” said Gauff, who was 
pleased she kept her compo-
sure.

“I think I need matches like 
this to build my confidence,” 
the 2023 US Open winner said.

Swiatek, whose six Grand 
Slam titles include the 2022 US 
Open, had things mostly her 
own way against Podroska, a 
former top-40 player now sunk 
to 449th in the world.

She fought off four break 
points at 5-3 in the first set then 
pulled away to polish off the 
win in little more than an hour.

It was another encouraging 
performance for the former 
world number one, who hadn’t 
reached a final in 2026 until 
her run to the title at Toronto 
in August.

Russell tops second practice to 
beat Ferrari and Antonelli in Italy

McLaren and Alpine clash after Monaco Grand Prix result changes

• Leclerc finishes 
second at Monza

• Antonelli takes 
third place

• Antonelli faces 
Sunday engine penalties

AFP | Monza

George Russell bounced 
back to beat his champi-
onship-leading Mercedes 

team-mate Kimi Antonelli and 
both Ferraris on their home turf 
yesterday when he topped the 
times in second practice for this 
weekend’s Italian Grand Prixv.

Russell, who was three-tenths 
of a second adrift in third place 
in the opening session, led the 
way with a best lap of one min-
ute and 22.559 seconds to finish 
0.120sec clear of Charles Leclerc 
with Antonelli third, 0.141sec 
adrift. 

World champion Lando Nor-
ris was fourth for McLaren 
ahead of seven-time champion 
Lewis Hamilton, who had been 

second behind Leclerc, sporting 
a special livery to celebrate Mi-
chael Schumacher’s first Monza 
win 30 years ago, in a Ferrari 1-2 

earlier in the day. 
Oscar Piastri was sixth in the 

second McLaren. 
The top six were separated by 

0.469 seconds with Racing Bulls’ 
rookie Arvid Lindblad taking 
seventh ahead of Oliver Bear-
man of Haas, four-time champi-
on Max Verstappen of Red Bull 
and Yuki Tsunoda in the second 
Racing Bulls car.

It was a very satisfactory ses-
sion for Russell who, together 
with Hamilton, is 59 points be-

hind Antonelli in the drivers’ 
title race and knows he nust take 
full advantage of the young Ital-
ian’s engine penalties that re-
quire him to start from the back 
of the grid on Sunday.

The backdrop to the day, how-
ever, was a spicy spat between 
the Alpine and McLaren teams 
after the International Court of 
Appeal upheld an appeal by Red 
Bull and McLaren concerning 
the result of the Monaco Grand 
Prix.

That led to Alpine’s Pierre 
Gasly dropping from third to 
seventh, replaced by Red Bull’s 
Isack Hadjar as Oscar Piastri 
rose to fourth in a reshuffled 
outcome. 

Alpine’s team boss Flavio Bri-
atore told a press conference he 
questioned the impartiality of 
the court, pointing out that one 
of the four judges had close con-
nections with McLaren, a claim 
that was robustly repudiated 
with team chief Andrea Stella 
describing the Italian’s remarks 
as “insulting”.

Van Aert powers to Vuelta stage 13 victory, Mas consolidates lead
AFP | Loja

Belgian Wout Van Aert got the 
better of a two-man sprint 

after a breakaway to win his 
first stage of this year’s Vuelta 
a Espana yesterday, as home 
rider Enric Mas maintained his 

overall lead.
Visma’s Van Aert and Aurelien 

Paret-Peintre attacked from a 
breakaway late in the 192.8km 
13th stage from Almunecar to 
Loja.

The 31-year-old Van Aert was 
too strong for the Frenchman in 

a sprint for the line, clinching 
the fourth Vuelta stage win of 
his career after three victories 
in 2024.

Britain’s Matthew Brennan, 
who has won three stages al-
ready on the race, won the battle 
for third, 24 seconds behind the 

leading duo.
Mas, who has led the race 

since title favourite Tadej Po-
gacar crashed out during stage 
eight, kept his 1min 45sec 
overall lead ahead of four-time 
champion Primoz Roglic after 
finishing safely in the pack.

Poland’s Iga Swiatek hits a return to Argentina’s Nadia Podoroska

Mercedes’ British driver George Russell drives during the first practice session

Ferrari ran a special 
livery at their home 
race to celebrate the 
30th anniversary of 

Michael Schumacher’s 
iconic first Monza 

victory for the Italian 
team
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World Cup Basketball 
Action Begins in Berlin
TDT | Manama

His Highness Shaikh Isa 
bin Ali Al Khalifa, Vice 

President of the Bahrain Olym-
pic Committee, attended the 
opening ceremony of the FIBA 
Women’s Basketball World 
Cup, which began in Berlin, 
the German capital.

The ceremony was attended 
by German Federal Chancellor 
Friedrich Merz, along with 
senior officials, sports person-
alities and representatives of 
the International Basketball 
Federation (FIBA).

HH Shaikh Isa bin Ali Al 
Khalifa also attended the 
tournament’s opening game 
between Germany and Spain. 
This marked the start of the 
global competition, which Ber-
lin is hosting and which runs 
until September 16, featuring 
some of the world’s leading 
women’s national teams.

HH Shaikh Isa bin Ali Al 
Khalifa’s attendance reflects 
his commitment, as a member 

of the FIBA Foundation Board, 
to actively participate in major 
international sporting events.

His presence also highlights 
the standing of Bahraini sports 
professionals within interna-
tional sporting institutions, 
as well as the Kingdom of 
Bahrain’s active role in global 
sports forums and organisa-
tions.

The FIBA Women’s Basket-
ball World Cup is one of the 
major tournaments organised 
by the International Basketball 
Federation, bringing together 
the world’s top national teams 
as they compete for the pres-
tigious world title.
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