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IN Scottish resistance leader
William Wallace is captured
HISTORY by the English near Glasgow
and transported to London
for trial and execution

1583

Humphrey Gilbert claims Newfound-
land for the British crown, the first
English colony in North America and
the beginning of the British Empire

1716

Battle of Petrovaradin [Peter-
wardein]: Habsburgs under
Eugene of Savoy defeat the
Ottomans in a decisive victory

1804

Battle of Mobile Bay won by the
Union Navy, led by Rear Admiral
David Farragut with the cry “Damn
the torpedoes, full speed ahead!”
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TWEETS

edros Adhanom
Ghebreyesus @
DrTedros:6hWe echo @
ICRC’s call for the imme-
diate and unconditional
release of all hostages
held in #Gaza. We reit-
erate that all those being
held must receive ac-
cess to food and medical
care, and must be treated
without any form of hu-

miliation.
@DrTedros
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hri Shibu Soren Ji was
a grassroots leader
who rose through the
ranks of public life with
unwavering dedication
to the people. He was
particularly passion-
ate about empowering
tribal communities, the
poor and downtrod-
den. Pained by his pass-
ing away. My thoughts
are with his family and
admirers. Spoke to
Jharkhand cM Shri He-
mant Soren Ji and ex-
pressed condolences.
Om Shanti.
@narendramodi

n the future, people will
find it wild that manual
driving was a daily task,

not a weekend thrill
@elonmusk
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harkiv region. I met
with the warriors of
the 92nd Separate Assault
Brigade named after Ivan
Sirko. The fighters are
holding a difficult section
of the front - Lyptsi
@Zelenskyyua

Disclaimer: (Views expressed
by columnists are personal and
need not necessarily reflect our

editorial stance)
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Philippines’ Marcos in India
as navies hold joint drills

Philippines’ President Ferdinand Marcos (2L) walks alongside India’s Minister of State for External Affairs Pabitra Margherita (C) as he inspects the honour guards

upon his arrival at the airport in New Delhi.

AFP | New Delhi, India

hilippines’ President Fer-
Pdinand Marcos arrived

in India on Monday on a
visit aimed at strengthening de-
fence and strategic ties between
nations as they navigate ten-
sions with China across the
Asia-Pacific.

The five-day visit follows
the Philippines’ acquisition
of India’s BrahMos superson-
ic cruise missile system -- the
first such export by New Delhi

-- with deliveries beginning in |

April under a $375 million deal
signed in 2022.

The visit comes as Indian
Navy warships take part in
patrols of the disputed South
China Sea with their Philippine
counterparts for the first time.

The two-day sail includes
three Indian vessels and start-
ed Sunday, a day before Marcos
left on a trip that will include
talks with Indian Prime Minis-
ter Narendra Modi.

India’s naval vessels, includ-
ing the guided missile destroyer
INS Delhi, arrived in Manila for
a port visit late last week.

The patrol “started yesterday
afternoon, then it’s ongoing up
to this moment... the activity at
the moment is replenishment at
sea,” Lieutenant Colonel John
Paul Salgado told AFP.

Talks with Modi

Talks between Marcos
and Indian Prime Min-
ister Nar-

A crew member stands in front of the Indian Navy guided-missile destroyer INS
Delhi armed with Brahmos anti-ship missiles (front R) after it docked at the

international port of Manilaa

endra Modi are expected Tues-
day with a focus on expanding
maritime security coordination
and intelligence-sharing.

The Philippines has height-
ened defence cooperation with
a range of allies over the past
year after a series of clashes in
the contested waterway.

"Our unwavering commit-
ment to regional peace and co-
operation serve as a credible
foundation of our active and
growing maritime coop-
eration,”
Marcos
said
be-

fore his departure from Manila.

Marcos said that both coun-
tries share a "geostrategic posi-
tion as coastal states that border
the busiest international trade
routes”.

India is a member of the Quad
group, which includes fellow
democracies the United States,
Japan and Australia.

Beijing has repeatedly alleged
that the four-way partnership,
first conceived by late Japanese
prime minister Shinzo Abe, was
created as a way of containing

China.
China in response ac-
cused Manila of
“drawing

The Indian Navy survey vessel INS Sandhayak docks at the international port of Manila

in external countries to stir up
trouble” in the South China Sea.

The joint patrol “undermines
regional peace and stability”,
said Senior Colonel Tian Junli,
spokesperson of the Chinese
military’s Southern Theater
Command.

He said Beijing had con-

. ducted “routine patrols” in the

South China Sea on Sunday and
Monday, and remained on “high
alert”.

BrahMos

While in India, Marcos is
expected to sign pacts in such
fields as law, culture and tech-
nology, according to foreign af-
fairs assistant secretary Evange-
line Ong Jimenez-Ducrocq, but
all eyes will be on any potential
defence agreements.

Before departing Monday,
Marcos praised the two coun-
tries’ “steadfastness in uphold-
ing international maritime law,
including the UNCLOS”, the UN
treaty granting an exclusive eco-
nomic zone within 200 nauti-
cal miles (370 kilometres) of a
country’s shores.

The Philippines has previous-
ly purchased BrahMos super-
sonic cruise missiles from India,
aweapon which has a top speed
of 3,450 kilometres (2,140 miles)
per hour.

Trump says to raise
tariff on India over

Russia oil purchases
Washington, United States

resident Donald Trump

threatened yesterday
to “substantially” hike US
tariffs on goods from India
over its purchases of Rus-
sian oil -- a key source of
revenue for Moscow’s war
on Ukraine.

Trump’s heightened pres-
sure on India comes after he
signaled fresh sanctions on
Moscow if it did not make
progress by Friday towards
a peace deal with Kyiv, more
than three years since Rus-
sia’s invasion.

Moscow is anticipating
talks with the US leader’s
special envoy Steve Witk-
off, who is expected to meet
President Vladimir Putin
this week.

On Monday, Trump said
in a post to his Truth So-
cial platform that India was
“buying massive amounts of
Russian Oil” and selling it
for “big profits.”

“They don’t care how
many people in Ukraine
are being killed by the Rus-
sian War Machine,” Trump
added.

“Because of this, I will
be substantially raising the
Tariff paid by India to the
USA.”

But he did not provide de-
tails on what tariff level he
had in mind.

For now, an existing 10
percent US tariff on Indian
products is expected to rise
to 25 percent come Thurs-
day.

Spain breaks up
ring smuggling
Yemenis to UK,

Canada
AFP | Madrid, Spain

panish police said yes-

terday they have disman-
tled a criminal network sus-
pected of smuggling mainly
Yemeni migrants into Brit-
ain and Canada with fake
passports.

After obtaining refugee
documents in Greece, the
migrants went to European
airports where gang mem-
bers would deliver them
counterfeit passports to al-
low them to “irregularly” go
to the two countries, police
said in a statement.

The group allegedly facili-
tated more than 40 irregular
migration attempts, charg-
ing up to 3,000 ($3,250) per
person.

Police said they started
investigating in Septem-
ber after Canada’s border
agency alerted Spanish au-
thorities to multiple cases of
Yemeni nationals trying to
enter from Spanish airports
using forged travel docu-
ments.Officers arrested 11
suspected gang members,
including its alleged leader,
in raids in northern Spain
and Madrid. Police said they
traced flight bookings, mon-
ey transfers, credit card pay-
ments, airport surveillance
footage, and electronic trav-
el authorisations as part of
their probe.



