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India edge England in
Oval epic

Mohammed Siraj took
5-104, including three
wickets on the final
morning, to seal a
narrow victory| P16

Russia urges caution in nuclear ‘rhetoric’

THE
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Miley Cyrus planning ‘something really special’ for Hannah Montana’s 20th anniversary

BUSINESS
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BP makes largest oil, gas discovery in 25 years off Brazil

His Royal Highness Prince Salman bin Hamad Al Khalifa, the Crown Prince and Prime Minister, commended His Excellency Jameel bin Mohammed Ali Humaidan, Minister of Labour, for his distinguished contributions across various government
workstreams within Team Bahrain, and extended his best wishes for his continued health and well-being. HRH Prince Salman was speaking as he met yesterday with H.E. Humaidan at Gudaibiya Palace, to inquire about his well-being following his
recent medical condition. For his part, the Minister expressed his gratitude to His Royal Highness for his kind gesture and concern, noting the positive impact it had on his morale. H.E. Humaidan conveyed his wishes for His Royal Highness’ continued
health and happiness, and for the Kingdom of Bahrain’s ongoing progress and prosperity. H.E. Shaikh Salman bin Khalifa Al Khalifa, Minister of Finance and National Economy, also attended the meeting.

Bahrain Expands
Licenses for
Private Schools

TDT| Manama

Bahrain’s private edu-
cation sector is set to
grow with the approval
of eight new institutions,
including a school, an ed-
ucational center, and six
nurseries.

One existing school re-
ceived approval to add a
secondary stage, while the
license of a kindergarten
was transferred to new
ownership.

Education Minister H.E.
Dr. Mohammed bin Mubar-
ak Jumaa said the decisions
reflect surging demand
and the ministry’s push to
expand quality education
across all regions.

H.E. added that faster
licensing is helping meet
population needs, especial-
ly for early childhood and
secondary education, while
upholding national regula-
tory standards.

Stifling weather
to persist through
end of the week

TDT | Manama

he stifling heat and hu-

midity currently affect-
ing Bahrain are expected to
continue until at least the
end of the week, accord-
ing to the Meteorology De-
partment at the Ministry of
Transport and Communi-
cations.

The department report-
ed that maximum daytime
temperatures will range be-
tween 43°C and 45°C dur-
ing this period.
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Upscale boom

Luxury housing market in Bahrain set to top $6 billion by 2030

Mohammed Darwish
TDT | Manama

uxury housing in Bahrain
is expected to reach $4.26
billion in market value by

2025, with forecasts rising to
$6.12 billion by 2030.

The market is growing at an

average annual rate of 7.5 per
cent, driven by demand from

wealthy buyers across the Gulf -7

and a steady inflow of foreign
capital.

Sales

Villas and houses continue to
lead, accounting for more than
70 per cent of sales in 2024.

Flats and residential blocks
are gaining ground and are pro-
jected to grow by nearly 8 per
cent a year over the next five
years.

Manama remains the most
active region, holding close to
a third of the market, although
the Northern Governorate is
expanding more quickly than
any other area.

Transactions

Sales made up more than half
of the market last year, with re-
sale transactions accounting for
over 60 per cent.

Demand for newly built
homes is rising, with off-plan
purchases growing at over 8 per
cent annually.

The rental segment is also ex-
panding, with activity expected
to rise by almost 9 per cent each
year through to 2030.

The rise in the number of
wealthy individuals across the
region is helping to push de-
mand.

In 2024, the Middle East saw
a 2.7 per cent increase in resi-
dents with considerable wealth,
and nearly one in ten now holds

Image used for illustrative purposes only

Manama’s share of the
luxury housing market in
2024.

assets exceeding $100 million.

Full ownership

Bahrain allows full foreign
ownership of property, and
a residency route is available
for buyers who invest at least
$530,000, which has made the
market more accessible to inter-
national investors.

The movement of more than
6,700 millionaires into the UAE

last year has shifted investment
flows, with neighbouring coun-
tries now drawing fresh capital.
Many of these investors are
seeking property that offers in-
come and long-term value. In
Bahrain Bay, some waterfront
villas have already achieved pre-
sales above 80 per cent.
Large-scale developments
along the coast, such as Bahrain
Bay and Diyar Al Muharrag, are
changing the face of the market.

Price

These areas include homes,
shops and hotels, and are often
priced 20 to 30 per cent higher
than similar inland properties.

Buyers are attracted to the
gated streets, walkable layouts
and shared facilities that are
rarely found in stand-alone
homes.

Homes are increasingly being

Manama remains
the most active region
in the property sector,

holding close to a

third of the market,
although the Northern

Governorate is ex-
panding more quickly

than any other area.

built to withstand flooding.

Raised floors and water-re-
sistant designs are becoming
more common and are prov-
ing popular among buyers who
take environmental risks into
account.

Transport improvements are
also reshaping the market.

Travel times
The planned metro will cut

travel times between the North-
ern Governorate and central
Manama, while the King Ham-
ad Causeway is expected to

. improve road access to Saudi

Arabia.

These upgrades are helping
developers market larger homes
outside the capital at more at-
tractive prices.

Buyers, particularly younger
expatriates, are showing grow-
ing interest in neighbourhoods
that favour walking over driving.

Demand

As aresult, demand is spread-
ing across multiple areas rather
than staying fixed in the city
centre.

Cultural preferences still have
a strong influence on the market.

Villas are preferred by many
families who value privacy, out-
door space and room for several
generations.

Wealthier buyers tend to
purchase early in construction
and keep properties within the
family.

Attention

Flats are drawing attention
from a younger set of buyers, in-
cluding expatriate professionals.

These buyers tend to favour
smaller, fully furnished homes
that are easier to maintain.

Although ownership remains
the main approach, more inves-
tors are entering the rental mar-
ket to balance their portfolios.

Manama held 31.55 per cent
of the luxury housing market
in 2024.

Interest

Seef, the Diplomatic Area
and Bahrain Bay all continue
to attract interest due to their
shopping, dining and access to
marinas.



