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HISTORY
The last major Viking arm y to raid Eng-
land is defeated at the Battle of Tettenhall 
by the allied forces of Mercia and Wessex, 
led by King Edward and Earl Aethelred

William Wallace, who led Scottish re-
sistance to England, is captured by the 
English near Glasgow and transported 
to London for trial and execution

Humphrey Gilbert claims Newfound-
land for the British crown, the first 
English colony in North America and 
the beginning of the British Empire

Battle of Petrovaradin [Peter-
wardein]: Habsburgs under 
Eugene of Savoy defeat the 
Turks in a decisive victory
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Fifty years ago, Cana-
da acted swiftly and 

welcomed more than 
7,000 South Asians who 
had been expelled from 
Uganda. Today, as we re-
flect on all that they have 
contributed to our coun-
try in the decades since, 
we also honour their re-
silience and strength.

@JustinTrudeau

Putin is still waging 
his war in Ukraine, 

putting pressure on glob-
al oil supply, and fam-
ilies can feel it. But we 
stepped up to release one 
million barrels of oil a 
day from our Reserve, 
and rallied our global 
partners to release from 
theirs. Now, prices are on 
a record decline..

@POTUS

We have to grip in-
flation, not exacer-

bate it. Liz Truss’s eco-
nomic guru Professor Pat-
rick Minford, said their 
plans mean “yes, interest 
rates have to go up and 
it’s a good thing,” Really? 
Calculate what that could 
cost you and your family.

@RishiSunak

Today we mark two 
years since the hor-

rific explosion at the Bei-
rut port. Two years with-
out justice. In the name of 
the dead, among them the 
son of a UN staff member, 
I reiterate my call for an 
impartial, thorough and 
transparent investigation 
into the explosion.

@antonioguterres

 Disclaimer: (Views expressed 
by columnists are personal and 
need not necessarily reflect our 

editorial stances)
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ASEAN warns of Taiwan ‘miscalculation’ 
as tension simmers at meeting
Reuters | Phnom Penh

Southeast Asian countries 
warned yesterday of mis-

calculations in the Taiwan 
Strait and “serious confron-
tation” among major powers, 
while China’s foreign minister 
walked out before a gala din-
ner at a high-level meeting in 
Cambodia.

The Association of Southeast 
Asian Nations (ASEAN) is host-
ing a meeting of 27 countries, 
including the United States, at 
a gathering so far overshad-
owed by developments around 
Taiwan following US House of 

Representatives Speaker Nan-
cy Pelosi’s solidarity trip this 
week.

It warned the tensions could 
lead to “open conflicts and un-
predictable consequences”, and 
called for maximum restraint.

“ASEAN stands ready to play 
a constructive role in facilitat-
ing peaceful dialogue between 
all parties,” the bloc said in a 
statement.

China deployed scores of 
planes and fired live missiles 
near Taiwan yesterday in its 
biggest-ever drills in the Tai-
wan Strait, underlining China’s 
fury over Pelosi visit to the self-
ruled island.  

There was diplomatic dis-
cord also in Cambodia’s capital 

Phnom Penh, where foreign 
ministers of China, the United 
States and Japan were all pres-
ent in the same venue for bilat-
eral meetings with the ASEAN 
grouping.

Chinese foreign minister 
Wang Yi and US Secretary of 
State Antony Blinken have re-
fused to meet each other in 
Phnom Penh, while planned 
talks between Wang and Jap-
anese counterpart Yoshimasa 
Hayashi were cancelled, with 
Beijing citing displeasure over 
a G7 statement urging it to 
resolve tension over Taiwan 
peacefully. Wang yesterday 
called Pelosi’s visit “manic, ir-
responsible and highly irration-
al”, state-run CCTV reported.  

Furious China fires missiles near 
Taiwan in drills after Pelosi visit
Chinese military fires ballistic missiles into Taiwan strait as exercises begin

• Taiwan says 
various government 
websites hacked

• China angry at US 
and Taiwan, calls drills 
internal matter

• Exercises around 
the island scheduled to 
run through Sunday

Reuters | Taipei

China fired multiple missiles 
near Taiwan yesterday in 
its biggest ever military 

drills in the Taiwan Strait, a day 
after US House of Representatives 
Speaker Nancy Pelosi visited the 
self-ruled island.

The exercises began at midday 
and included live-firing waters 
to the north, south and east of 
Taiwan, which Beijing claims as 
its own. They brought volatility in 
the area to its worst in a quarter 
century.

China’s military said at around 
3:30 p.m. (0730 GMT) it had com-
pleted multiple firings of con-
ventional missiles in waters off 
east Taiwan as part of planned 
exercises in six different zones 
set to run until noon on Sunday.

Taiwan’s defence ministry said 
11 Chinese Dongfeng ballistic 
missiles had been fired in waters 
around the island. The last time 

that happened was in 1996.  
Taiwan officials said the drills 

violated United Nations rules, 
invaded its space and threatened 
free air and sea navigation. It has 
been self-ruled since 1949, when 
Mao Zedong’s communists took 
power in Beijing after defeating 
Chiang Kai-shek’s Kuomintang 
(KMT) nationalists in a civil war, 
prompting the KMT-led govern-
ment to retreat to the island.

Pelosi’s unannounced visit de-
fied warnings from China.

Before yesterday’s drills offi-
cially began, Chinese navy ships 
and military aircraft briefly 
crossed the Taiwan Strait median 
line several times in the morning, 
a Taiwanese source briefed on the 
matter told Reuters.  

By midday, warships from both 
sides remained in the area and in 
close proximity. Taiwan scram-

bled jets and deployed missile 
systems to track multiple Chinese 
aircraft crossing the line.

“They flew in and then flew out, 
again and again. They continue to 
harass us,” the Taiwanese source 
said.

China, which has long said it 
reserves the right to take Taiwan 
by force, says its differences with 
the island are an internal affair.  

“Our punishment of pro-Tai-
wan independence diehards, 
external forces is reasonable, 
lawful,” China’s Beijing-based 
Taiwan Affairs Office said.

In Taiwan, life was largely nor-
mal despite worries that Beijing 
mayeven fire a missile over the 
main island as North Korea did 
over Japan’s northern island of 
Hokkaido in 2017.

“When China says it wants 
to annex Taiwan by force, they 

have actually said that for quite 
a while,” said Chen Ming-cheng, 
a 38-year-old realtor. “From my 
personal understanding, they are 
trying to deflect public anger, the 
anger of their own people, and 
turn it onto Taiwan.”

Taiwan said that websites of its 
defence ministry, foreign minis-
try and the presidential office 
were attacked by hackers, and 
warned of coming “psychological 
warfare”.

‘Comrade Pelosi’
Chinese Foreign Minister Wang 

Yi called Pelosi’s visit to Taiwan a 
“manic, irresponsible and highly 
irrational” act, state broadcaster 
CCTV reported.

Wang, speaking at a meeting 
of Southeast Asian foreign min-

isters in Cambodia, said China 
had made the utmost diplomatic 
effort to avert crisis but would 
never let its core interests be hurt.

Unusually, the drills in six areas 
around Taiwan were announced 
with a locator map circulated 
by China’s official Xinhua news 
agency - a factor that for some 
analysts illustrates playing to both 
domestic and foreign audiences.  

In Beijing, security in the area 
around the US Embassy remained 
unusually tight though there were 
no signs of significant protests.

“I think this (Pelosi’s visit) is a 
good thing,” said a man surnamed 
Zhao. “It gives us an opportunity 
to surround Taiwan, then to use 
this opportunity to take Taiwan 
by force. I think we should thank 
Comrade Pelosi.”

Pelosi, the highest-level US visi-

tor to Taiwan in 25 years, praised 
its democracy and pledged Amer-
ican solidarity during her brief 
stopover. Chinese anger could not 
stop world leaders from travelling 
there, she said.

China summoned the US am-
bassador in Beijing in protest and 
halted several agricultural im-
ports from Taiwan.

“Our delegation came to Tai-
wan to make unequivocally clear 
that we will not abandon Taiwan,” 
Pelosi told Taiwan’s President 
Tsai Ing-wen, whom Beijing sus-
pects of pushing for formal inde-
pendence - a red line for China.  

The United States and the 
foreign ministers of the Group 
of Seven nations warned China 
against using Pelosi’s visit as a 
pretext for military action against 
Taiwan.
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Egypt 515,645 24,613 442,182 48,850

Saudi 
Arabia

810,583 +189 9,257 +2 796,701 4,625

UAE 995,777 +1,084 2,335 974,601 18,841

Kuwait 653,730 2,559 647,555 3,616

Oman 395,737 4,260 384,669 6,808

Qatar 412,137 +732 681 404,665 6,791

Middle East

Country Total cases Total  
deaths

1 USA 93,593,214 226,319

2 India 44,087,037 116,068

3 France 33,960,131 154,888

4 Brazil 33,927,328

5 Germany 31,119,199 34,210

6 UK 23,368,899 27,100

7 Italy 21,213,559 29,272

8 S. Korea 20,160,154 33,885

9 Russia 18,653,867 33,875

10 Turkey 15,889,495 86,893

11 Japan 13,344,898 43,967

12 Spain 13,245,996 18,656

13 Vietnam 10,785,122 31,346

14 Argentina 9,560,307 13,719
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News in brief 
 u Rwandan 
troops have 
attacked soldiers 

inside DR Congo and aided the 
M23 rebel group, according to a 
report by independent experts for 
the UN. The findings follow months 
of deepening tensions between the 
Democratic Republic of Congo (DRC) 
and Rwanda over the notorious M23. 
The DRC has repeatedly accused 
Rwanda of backing the militia, which 

has captured swathes of territory in recent months. Kigali has repeatedly denied 
any involvement. But according to a 131-page report by experts for the UN 
Security Council, Rwanda has launched military interventions inside Congolese 
territory since at least November 2021.

 u The Taliban 
said yesterday 
they have no 
knowledge of Ayman al-Zawahiri’s presence 
in Afghanistan, days after US President 
Joe Biden announced the Al-Qaeda chief’s 
killing by a drone strike in Kabul. Zawahiri’s 
assassination is the biggest blow to Al-Qaeda 
since US special forces killed Osama bin Laden 
in 2011, and calls into question the Taliban’s 
promise not to harbour militant groups. “The Islamic Emirate of Afghanistan 
has no information about Ayman al-Zawahiri’s arrival and stay in Kabul,” said 
an official statement -- the Taliban’s first mention of his name since Biden’s 

announcement

 u A volcano has 
erupted on a mountain 

near Iceland’s capital Reykjavik after 
days of rising earthquake activity in the 
area, the Icelandic Meteorological Office 
(IMO) said. Images and livestreams by local 
news outlets MBL and RUV showed lava and 
smoke spewing from a fissure in the ground 
on the side of the Fagradalsfjall mountain, 
which last year saw an eruption that lasted 

six months. Tourists and residents should avoid the area due to poisonous gases, 
although there was no immediate risk of damage to critical infrastructure, the 
Department of Civil Protection and Emergency Management said in a statement.

 u Former Venezuela 
opposition lawmaker Juan 
Requesens was sentenced 
to eight years in prison for alleged involvement 
in the 2018 explosion of two drones at an 
event attended by President Nicolas Maduro, 
his lawyer said yesterday. Requesens’ family 
and opposition leader Juan Guaido consider him a 
political prisoner and have denied his involvement 
in the case. Requesens was detained for about two 
years between 2018 and 2020 in the case, which stems from explosions that 
rocked a military event where Maduro was giving a speech.

Rwanda attacked Congo troops, 
backed rebels: experts for UN

Volcano erupts near Iceland’s 
capital in seismic hot spot

Taliban say ‘no information’ about 
Al Qaeda chief Zawahiri in Afghanistan

Venezuela opposition leader 
sentenced to 8 years in prison

Blasts ring out as fires rage in Berlin forest
Reuters | Berlin

A huge fire  broke out yester-
day in a popular forest in 

western Berlin next to a police 
munitions storage site, sending 
plumes of smoke into the skies 
and setting off intermittent ex-
plosions.

The army sent in a tank aimed 
at evacuating munitions at the 
affected storage site as well as 
remote-controlled de-mining 
robots, while drones were cir-
cling the air to help assess the 
emergency.

The situation is “extremely 
extraordinary with munitions,” 
said Berlin fire brigade spokes-
man Thomas Kirstein, adding 
that it was “under control and 
there was no danger for Ber-
liners.”

The fire was however expect-
ed to last for some time, he said.

Firefighters called to the site 
in the middle of the night were 
confronted with intermittent 
blasts that sent debris flying 
and hindered their work.

They have so far been able 
to begin tackling only two of 
the four hotspots across the 
affected area of 15,000 square 
metres (161,500 square feet), 
as explosions at the munitions 
store were still rocking the area.

No one has been hurt by the 
fires, which came on a day 
when a new heatwave was due 
to envelop Germany.

Officials have built a security 
cordon to allow firefighters to 
start working around a kilo-
metre from the ammunition 
storage zone.

The store holds munitions 
uncovered by police, but also 
unexploded World War 2-era 
ordnance which is regularly 
dug up during construction 
works.

Police said they were investi-

gating what set off the fire.
Authorities appealed for the 

public to avoid the forest, pop-
ular with both locals and tour-
ists, as several regional rail lines 
have been halted.

But authorities said no fire-
fighting choppers were availa-
ble as they were already in use 
to calm forest fires in eastern 
Germany.

Heatwave

The German capital is rarely 
hit by forest fires, even though 
its 29,000 hectares of forests 
make it one of the greenest cit-
ies in the world.

Brandenburg, the region sur-
rounding Berlin, as well as parts 
of eastern Germany have for 
days been battling forest fires.

Scientists say climate change 
is making heatwaves around 
the world more frequent and 
more intense, which increases 
the risk of fires.

Temperatures are expected 
to climb as high as 40 degrees 
Celsius (104 degrees Fahren-
heit) across parts of Germany 
yesterday. In Berlin, they are 
predicted to reach 38C.

After a scorching yesterday, 
heavy thunderstorms are due 
to sweep into the country from 
the west on Friday, the German 
weather service said.

A cold front is predicted to 
bring temperatures down by 
more than 10 degrees overnight 
in western Germany, falling to 
around 20-25 degrees on Fri-
day.

Smoke rises in Berlin’s Grunewald forest in Berlin, Germany

Brittney Griner sentenced to nine years in prison in Russia

• Biden says: It’s 
unacceptable

Reuters | Moscow

A Russian court sentenced U.S. 
basketball star Brittney Grin-

er to nine years in prison yes-
terday after finding her guilty of 
deliberately bringing cannabis-in-
fused vape cartridges into Russia, 
a ruling that President Joe Biden 
called “unacceptable.”

Griner was arrested in mid-Feb-
ruary, and her case threw the Tex-
an athlete into the geopolitical 
maelstrom triggered when Pres-
ident Vladimir Putin sent troops 
into Ukraine on Feb. 24, propel-
ling US-Russian relations to a new 
post-Cold War low.

Griner’s sentencing could now 
pave the way for a US-Russia pris-
oner swap that would include the 
31-year-old athlete and an im-
prisoned Russian who was once 
a prolific arms dealer.

Griner had admitted having the 
vape cartridges containing hash-
ish oil but said it was an honest 
mistake. Before the verdict, she 
pleaded with a Russian judge 
not to “end her life” with a harsh 
prison sentence, before breaking 

down in tears in court. The court 
also fined her 1 million roubles 
($16,990).

Biden, under pressure to help 
free Americans held in Russia, 
called on Russia to release Griner 
immediately and said his admin-
istration would continue to work 
for her release.

“Today, American citizen Brit-
tney Griner received a prison sen-
tence that is one more reminder 
of what the world already knew: 
Russia is wrongfully detaining 
Brittney,” Biden said in a state-
ment.

“It’s unacceptable, and I call on 

Russia to release her immediately 
so she can be with her wife, loved 
ones, friends, and teammates.”

Griner’s defence lawyers said 
they would appeal. The defence 
team said that in sentencing the 
court had ignored all evidence 
they had presented as well as 
Griner’s guilty plea. They said 
they were “disappointed” by the 
verdict.

The Russian prosecutor had 
called for Griner, a two-time 
Olympic gold medallist and a 
Women’s National Basketball 
Association (WNBA) star, to be 
sentenced to 9-1/2 years prison if 

she was found guilty of bringing 
illegal drugs into the country.

Griner was detained at Mos-
cow’s Sheremetyevo airport on 
Feb. 17 with the cartridges con-
taining hashish oil in her luggage. 
While she pleaded guilty, she said 
she had neither intended to bring 
a banned substance to Russia nor 
to hurt anybody.

“I made an honest mistake and 
I hope that in your ruling, that it 
doesn’t end my life here,” Grin-
er said in court yesterday before 
breaking down in tears.

Brittney Griner, right, enters a cage in a courtroom prior to a hearing

US Secretary of State Antony Blinken meets with India’s Foreign Minister 
Subrahmanyam Jaishankar in Phnom Penh

A man stands in front of a screen showing a news broadcast, featuring a map 
of locations around Taiwan where the military exercises will be conducted, at a 
shopping center in Beijing

A projectile being launched from an unspecified location in China

We oppose any 
unilateral efforts to 

change the status quo, 
especially by force. 
We, and countries 
around the world, 

believe that escalation 
serves no and could 

have unintended 
consequences that 

serve no one’s 
interests, including 

ASEAN members, and 
including China

ANTONY BLINKEN

Massive explosions 
were heard in the 
morning from the 
site where old am-

munition from World 
War II, fireworks and 
explosive ordnance is 
stored and controlled 
explosions are carried 

out

KNOW WHAT

Today, American citizen 
Brittney Griner received 

a prison sentence 
that is one more 

reminder of what the 
world already knew: 
Russia is wrongfully 

detaining Brittney. It’s 
unacceptable, and I call 

on Russia to release 
her immediately so she 

can be with her wife, 
loved ones, friends, and 

teammates
JOE BIDEN

Taiwan said 11 Chinese 
Dongfeng ballistic 

missiles had been fired 
in nearby waters - the 
first time since 1996 - 
while Japan protested 

that five missiles 
appeared to land in its 

economic zone

KNOW WHAT

Heavy rain hits northern Japan, 
200,000 urged to evacuate

AFP | Tokyo

Bridges collapsed and rivers 
burst their banks as heavy 

rain lashed northern Japan 
yesterday, with 200,000 resi-
dents urged to evacuate as au-
thorities warned of dangerous 
flooding.

TV footage showed a muddy 
mass of broken trees swept 
into a mountainous residential 
area by the downpours, which 
broke records in some areas.

Two people have been re-
ported missing, top govern-

ment spokesman Hirokazu 
Matsuno told reporters.

Authorities have warned of 
an increased risk of landslides 
and floods.

Public broadcaster NHK 
said non-compulsory evacua-
tion advisories were issued to 
200,000 residents in five re-
gions: Niigata, Yamagata, Fuk-
ushima, Ishikawa and Fukui.

Other TV footage showed 
homes flooded by an overflow-
ing river and another muddy 
waterway reaching the height 
of a bridge.

A broken bridge and power lines are seen after heavy rains in Japan


