
06
WEDNESDAY, AUGUST 5, 2020

World’s highest railway bridge over Chenab river getting ready 
PTI | New Delhi

The world’s highest railway 
bridge over river Chenab 

in Jammu and Kashmir will be 
ready by next year, and will con-
nect the Valley with the rest of 
India by train for the first time 
by 2022, officials said on Sunday.

“This is the tallest railway 
bridge in the world and the max-
imum designed wind speed for 
the bridge is 266 kmph,” a senior 
government official said.

The construction work of the 
bridge was accelerated in the 
last one year under the direct 
supervision of the top echelons 
of the central government, the 
official said According to the 
plans, Kashmir will be connect-
ed with train by December 2022.

The Udhmapur-Katra (25 Km) 
section, Banihal-Quazigund (18 
Km) section and Quazigund-Bar-
amulla (118Km) section have al-
ready been commissioned.

The last remaining section, 
the 111 km Katra-Banihal section 
is currently under execution.It is 
targeted for completion in De-
cember 2022. The 126 km out of 
174 km of tunnels on this section 
has already been completed.

There has been a greater push 
in the last one year for imple-

mentation of various projects 
under the Rs 80,068 crore Prime 

Minister’s Development Pack-
age (PMDP) announced on No-

vember 7, 2015, the official said.
The package is meant for 

strengthening socio-economic 
infrastructure and balanced re-
gional development of Jammu 
and Kashmir.

The programme touches prac-
tically every sector and provides 
for massive investments in basic 
infrastructure, another official 
said.

File photo of a general view of the site of the under-construction railway bridge on Chenab river in Jammu-Kashmir(HT /AFP FIle Photo ) Inset picture, courtesy of 
metrorailnews

KNOW WHAT

The bridge, which 
has a central span of 
467 metres, is being 
built at a height of 

359 metres from the 
bed level. The height 

of Qutab Minar in 
Delhi is 72 metres 

and that of the Eiffel 
Tower in Paris is 324 

metres.  

Kashmiri youth 
creates  80,000 
face masks to help 
COVID fight

ANI | Srinagar, Jammu and 
Kashmir, India

Zahoor Ahmad is a busy 
man, but feels ‘fulfilled.’ 

As Covid-19 crisis gripped 
the Kashmir Valley, his gar-
ment-manufacturing unit, nes-
tled in South Kashmir’s Pulwa-
ma, manufactured thousands 
of face masks for the people of 
the region.

“When this virus came, we 
made about 80,000 face masks 
after district administration 
placed an order with us,” says 
Ahmad, sitting in a cozy chair 
in his factory amidst the sound 
of dozens of sewing machines.

Ahmad’s spirit of ‘help your 
neighbour’ is inspiring. The 
Khadi Village Industries Board 
(KVIB) helped him establish 
the factory, where other youth 
also work.

After the abrogation of Ar-
ticle 370 in August last year, 
several governmental schemes 
have reached Kashmir and 
benefitted many like Ahmad, 
who borrowed a loan under 
Prime Ministers Employ-
ment Generation Programme 
(PMEGP).

One of the flagship schemes 
of the government, PMEGP is 

a credit-linked subsidy pro-
gramme aimed at generating 
self-employment opportuni-
ties through establishment 
of micro-enterprises in the 
non-farm sector by helping 
traditional artisans and unem-
ployed youth.

Tariq Ahmad is one such 
beneficiary, who established 
a similar sewing unit, where 
over 20 men meticulously 
stitch garments for the people.

“This is a very good step by 
the central government and 
unemployed educated youth 
are being benefited,” Tariq told 
ANI.

He is now not only earning 
for himself but has been able to 
provide employment to several 
other youths in the district.

Javaid Malik, an employee 
of the unit said he got work 
opportunity the under PMEGP.

“I was jobless but now I 
am working at my friend’s 
unit here. It is a good initi-
ative by the administration, 
and I am thankful to them for 
giving me employment,” said  
Malik.

The Kashmir Valley is home 
to nearly seven million people, 
out of which a little less than 
half are youths. 

Kashmiri youth avail PMEGP scheme to create new opportunities, contribute 
against COVID fight

Sun Pharma latest to sell favipiravir in India

• Favipiravir was 
originally developed 
by Japan’s Fujifilm 
Holdings Corp as Avigan

Reuters | Bengaluru

India’s Sun Pharmaceutical In-
dustries Ltd said on Tuesday 

it would soon begin selling its 
version of favipiravir, becoming 
the latest generic drugmaker 
to supply the antiviral to treat 
COVID-19 in the world’s third 
worst-hit nation.

Favipiravir, along with an-
other antiviral, remdesivir, has 

emerged as one of the most 
sought-after drugs at hospi-
tals fighting COVID-19 in India, 
which saw a surge of 50,000-
plus infections for the sixth 
straight day on Tuesday.

Sun’s version of favipiravir, to 
be called FluGuard, will cost 35 
rupees (47 cents) per 200 mg 
tablet, making it the cheapest 
version available. Stocks will be 
available from this week.

Shares in Sun Pharma, one of 
the world’s largest generic drug 
manufacturers, climbed after 
the news and were last up 1.7% 
in an upbeat Mumbai market.

Favipiravir was originally 
developed by Japan’s Fujifilm 
Holdings Corp as Avigan. Once 

hyped as a potential COVID-19 
treatment by Japan’s prime 
minister, Avigan faces uncertain 
prospects in the country, damp-
ened by disappointing clinical 
studies.

Still, Indian regulators gave 
emergency approval to favipira-

vir in June in an effort to tackle 
the “urgent and unmet” need 
for COVID-19 treatments in the 
country.

Separately, another Indi-
an drugmaker, Jubilant Life 
Sciences Ltd, on Monday an-
nounced the launch of its ver-
sion of remdesivir, priced at 
4,700 rupees per 100 mg vial. 
Jubilant is among the compa-
nies producing the drug under 
licence from US-based Gilead 
Sciences Inc.

Global coronavirus cases have 
crossed 18.3 million, resulting in 
close to 694,000 deaths. India 
has a caseload of over 1.8 mil-
lion, the third biggest, behind 
the United States and Brazil.

Insider Jagdishan to take reins 
at India’s most valuable lender

Reuters | Bengaluru

India’s top private-sector lender HDFC Bank Ltd has received 
the approval to name insider Sashidhar Jagdishan its chief 

executive officer, the bank said yesterday, as it steers itself 
through the coronavirus downturn.

Jagdishan, who will replace Aditya Puri - HDFC Bank’s CEO 
of 26 years, takes over at a time when the country’s lenders are 
facing a flood of potential loan defaults as the pandemic brings 
small businesses to the brink.

Currently the head of finance and “strategic change agent” 
at the Mumbai-based bank, Jagdishan will start his new role 
from Oct. 27, the lender said, after the Reserve Bank of India 
cleared the appointment.

Puri, who has been at the helm since HDFC Bank’s inception 
in 1994, is the country’s highest paid banker and has been 
credited with turning the bank into a financial powerhouse 
over the years.

Puri has run the bank with an iron hand, preventing it from 
accruing a high level of bad loans at a time when most of its 
peers are struggling, analysts have said.

It is one of three domestic lenders that the Reserve Bank of 
India has designated as “too big to fail”. The bank has been 
able to maintain strong profit growth and stable asset quality 
amid the pandemic.

Sashidhar Jagdishan (Courtesy of Live mint)

Heavy rain batters Mumbai

Reuters | Mumbai

Authorities in the Indian city of Mumbai issued a red alert 
yesterday and warned people not to venture out after 

heavy overnight rain in the financial hub brought flooding and 
travel chaos.

Some suburbs have seen more than 300 mm of rain in the 
24 hours to Tuesday morning and more heavy rain is expected 
over the next two days, said India Meteorological Department 
(IMD) official K.S. Hosalikar.

The department issued a red alert for the city for the next 
two days and civic authorities advised people not to venture 
out unless absolutely necessary.

Trains, already running skeleton services due to the novel 
coronavirus lockdown, were suspended in several places 
because of flooding and traffic was disrupted on some of the 
city’s main roads.

A landslide swept down a slope onto a main road in a northern 
suburb, media reported.

There was no impact on operations at Mumbai’s airport apart 
from reduced visibility, a representative said.

People drive through a flooded street during heavy rains in Mumbai, India

R a d i a t i o n 

e f f e c t s

The bomb attacks unleashed radiation that proved 
deadly both immediately and over the longer term.

Radiation sickness was reported in the attack’s 
aftermath by many who survived the initial blast and 
firestorm.

Acute radiation symptoms include vomiting, head-
aches, nausea, diarrhoea, haemorrhaging and hair 
loss, with radiation sickness fatal for many within a 
few weeks or months.

Bomb survivors, known as hibakusha, also experi-
enced longer-term effects including elevated risks of 
thyroid cancer and leukaemia, and both Hiroshima 
and Nagasaki have seen elevated cancer rates.

Of 50,000 radiation victims from both cities studied 
by the Japanese-US Radiation Effects Research Foun-
dation, about 100 died of leukaemia and 850 suffered 
from radiation-induced cancers.

The foundation found no evidence however of a 
“significant increase” in serious birth defects among 
survivors’ children.
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In a flash, a changed world
Remembering HiroshimaReuters 

The atomic bomb the United States dropped on Hiroshima on Aug. 6, 1945 killed tens of thousands and flattened the Japanese city in an instant.
“Little Boy,” as it was known, was the endpoint of years of research, wrangling a physics theory into a mechanism that would release the energy that binds together atoms.
The concept was simple: driving together enough uranium or plutonium at high enough speeds would create a “critical mass” so quickly that it would start an uncontrolled, nearly instantaneous 

chain reaction of neutrons knocking apart atomic nuclei.
Each atom’s lost mass is converted to energy at a staggering exchange rate. Only 1.09kg of the 64kg of uranium in Little Boy became energy, but it was the equivalent of detonating 15,000 tons (13.6 

million kg) of TNT, according to Los Alamos National Laboratory calculations.
About one square mile of Hiroshima was flattened, crushed by the hammer blow of Little Boy detonating about 580 metres (1,900 ft) overhead. Nearly everyone in that area died instantly. Farther 

away, the bomb’s heat ignited buildings and people, and deadly radiation bloomed.
Since World War Two, no country has attacked another with a nuclear weapon. But at least eight have developed them. More than 2,000 nuclear weapons have been detonated in experiments since 1945.
Thousands of nuclear weapons now sit in arsenals around the world, ready to deploy by aircraft or missile. The Arms Control Association estimates that there are nearly 14,000 such weapons, although 

of these only a third or so could be immediately used in a war.
Even so, 75 years have passed without a nuclear attack.
“I am hopeful that we can stretch the streak for decades more - but the real question is whether nuclear deterrence will work forever,” said Jeffrey Lewis, head of the East Asia Nonproliferation Project 

at the Middlebury Institute of International Studies.
“I am not so sure about that. And that means, sooner or later, our luck will run out.”

The bombs 

The first atomic bomb was dropped on Hiroshima in western Japan on August 6, 1945 by the US bomber Enola Gay.
The bomb, weighing 13-16 kilotons, was nicknamed “Little Boy” but its impact was anything but small.

It detonated about 600 metres from the ground, with a force equivalent to 15,000 tonnes of TNT, and killed 140,000 people.
Tens of thousands died instantly, while others succumbed to injuries or illness in the weeks, months and years that followed.
Three days later, the US dropped a second bomb dubbed “Fat Man” on the city of Nagasaki, killing another 74,000 people.
The attacks remain the only time atomic bombs have been used in wartime.

 The attacks 
When the bomb was dropped on Hiroshima, the first thing people noticed was an “intense ball of fire” according to the International Com-

mittee of the Red Cross (ICRC).
Temperatures at the epicentre of the blast reached an estimated 7,000 degrees Celsius (12,600 Fahrenheit), which caused fatal burns within 

a radius of about three kilometres (five miles).
ICRC experts say there were cases of temporary or permanent blindness due to the intense flash of light, and subsequent related damage 

such as cataracts.
A whirlwind of heat generated by the explosion also ignited thousands of fires that burned several square kilometres (miles) of the largely 

wooden city. A firestorm that consumed all available oxygen caused more deaths by suffocation.
It has been estimated that burn- and fire-related casualties accounted for more than half of the immediate deaths in Hiroshima.
The explosion generated an enormous shock wave that in some cases literally carried people away. Others were crushed to death inside 

collapsed buildings or injured or killed by flying debris.
“I remember the charred bodies of little children lying around the hypocentre area like black rocks,” Koichi Wada, who was 18 at the time 

of the Nagasaki attack, has said of the bombing.

T h e  a f t e r m a t h 

The twin bombings dealt the final blow to imperial Ja-
pan, which surrendered on August 15, 1945, bringing 

an end to World War II.
Historians have debated whether the devastating 

bombings ultimately saved lives by bringing an end to the 
conflict and averting a ground invasion.

But those calculations meant little to survivors, many 
of whom battled decades of physical and psychological 
trauma, as well as the stigma that sometimes came with 
being a hibakusha.

Despite their suffering and their status as the first 
victims of the atomic age, many survivors were shunned 
-- in particular for marriage -- because of prejudice over 
radiation exposure.

Survivors and their supporters have become some of 
the loudest and most powerful voices opposing the use 
of nuclear weapons, meeting world leaders in Japan and 
overseas to press their case.

Last year, Pope Francis met with several hibakusha on 
visits to Hiroshima and Nagasaki, paying tribute to the 
“unspeakable horror” suffered by victims of the attacks.

In 2016, Barack Obama became the first sitting US 
president to visit Hiroshima. He offered no apology for 
the attack, but embraced survivors and called for a world 
free of nuclear weapons.


