
IF YOU DON’T HAVE TIME TO READ, 
YOU DON’T HAVE THE TIME (OR 
THE TOOLS) TO WRITE. SIMPLE AS 
THAT.
 STEPHEN KING
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1429 1867 1912 1915TODAY 
IN 

HISTORY English siege of Orleans bro-
ken by Joan of Arc and the 
French army

Swedish chemist Alfred Nobel 
patents dynamite in England, 

the first of three patents he re-
ceives for the explosive material

Columbia University approves 
plans to award the Pulitzer Prize 
in several categories, after es-
tablishment by Joseph Pulitzer

RMS Lusitania is sunk by a 
German submarine off the 
southern coast of Ireland, 

with 1,198 lives lost

For the good of Iran, the 
Middle East, and the 

United States, we have told 
these (non-combatant) 
Countries that we will 

guide their Ships safely 
out of these restricted 

Waterways. Operations 
would begin on Monday. 

Once out they will not 
be returning until the 
area becomes safe for 

navigation
TRUMP POSTED ON TRUTH SOCIAL

Other than the South 
Korean Ship, there has 

been, at this moment, no 
damage going through the 

Strait
TRUMP SAID ON HIS TRUTH SOCIAL PLATFORM 

AS OIL PRICES JUMPED OVER THE RENEWED 
HOSTILITIES.
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We’re very close to a 
new breakthrough 

in science. Clinical trials 
for new tuberculosis #TB 
vaccines remain on track, 
and will deliver efficacy 
results within the next 
two years showing how 
well the vaccines work.  

 TB is still the world’s 
deadliest infectious dis-

ease, yet no new vaccine 
has been approved in 
over 100 years.

 As these clinical trials 
proceed, we need to 

ensure that the novel TB 
vaccines, will be availa-
ble equitably across the 
world to meet the global 
target of reducing new 
cases by 80% by 2030.

@DrTedros

I am immensely proud 
that Anga, Banga, and 

Kalinga—these three pil-
lars—have chosen the BJP 
for the grand campaign 
of developed India and 
placed their trust in the 
NDA.

@narendramodi

Moldova is a Europe-
an success story in 

the making.
Today we reaffirmed 

our support:
A €1.9bn Growth Plan 

that is delivering.
 And an EU path that’s 

increasingly credible.
You can count on Eu-

rope’s full support, dear 
@sandumaiamd.

@vonderleyen

 Disclaimer: (Views expressed 
by columnists are personal and 
need not necessarily reflect our 

editorial stance)
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KNOW WHAT

900
As of April 29, more than 
900 commercial vessels 
were located in the Gulf,

Mission Hormuz Destroyers deployed
US guided-missile destroyers have entered the Gulf 

The Iranian navy said it fired cruise missiles, rockets and combat drones near US destroyers 
crossing the Strait of Hormuz on Monday, state television reported.

The warships are currently operating in the Arabian Gulf 

AFP | Washington, United States

US guided-missile destroy-
ers have entered the Gulf as 

part of a mission to escort ships 
through the vital Strait of Hor-

muz waterway, the US military 
said on Monday.

The warships “are currently 
operating in the Arabian Gulf 
after transiting the Strait of 

Hormuz in support of Project 
Freedom,” US Central Command 
(CENTCOM) said on X, referring 
to the operation announced by 
President Donald Trump on 

Sunday.
“American forces are actively 

assisting efforts to restore tran-
sit for commercial shipping,” 
CENTCOM said, adding that 

“two US-flagged merchant ves-
sels have successfully transited 
through the Strait of Hormuz 
and are safely headed on their 
journey.”

UAE missile 
warning 

The United Arab Emir-
ates issued a mobile 

phone alert for a poten-
tial missile attack, nearly a 
month into a fragile cease-
fire in the Middle East war.

“Due to the current sit-
uation, potential missile 
threats, immediately seek 
a safe place in the closest 
secure building,” the mes-
sage read.

Authorities said earli-
er that Iran had fired two 
drones at a tanker affiliated 
with its state oil company 
ADNOC in the Strait of Hor-
muz.

Israeli authorities 
ban Jewish 
pilgrimage near 
Lebanese border

Israeli police warned 
people not to defy the 

cancellation of a ma-
jor pilgrimage near the 
border with Lebanon, 
scrapped because of 
hostilities with Hezbol-
lah, while local media 
reported thousands had 
gathered at the site.

The Mount Meron pil-
grimage takes place on 
the Lag BaOmer holiday, 
when mainly ultra-Or-
thodox Jews throng the 
site of the tomb of the 
revered second-century 
rabbi Shimon Bar Yo-
chai.

“Police will not allow 
extremist elements to 
turn this sacred place 
into a scene of violence,” 
a police statement said.

US President Donald Trump 
had announced a plan to 

guide ships from neutral coun-
tries out of the Gulf, saying it 
was a humanitarian effort to help 
their stranded crews.

“For the good of Iran, the Mid-
dle East, and the United States, 
we have told these (non-com-
batant) Countries that we will 
guide their Ships safely out of 
these restricted Waterways,” 
Trump posted on Truth Social, 
saying operations would begin 
on Monday.

Once out, “they will not be 
returning until the area becomes 
safe for navigation,” Trump add-
ed. US media reported that the 
US Navy would not escort ves-
sels through the strait but would 
provide guidance on traversing 
the narrow seaway. News site 

Axios said US ships would be “in 
the vicinity” to prevent Iranian 
attacks on commercial vessels.

As of April 29, more than 
900 commercial vessels were 
located in the Gulf, according 
to maritime intelligence firm 
AXSMarine. In the early hours 
of Monday, the British maritime 
agency UKMTO also reported an 
attack on a tanker off the UAE 
with “unknown projectiles”.

Later in the day, the UAE said 
Iran had fired drones at a tanker 
affiliated with its state-owned oil 
giant ADNOC.

Trump in his post said he was 
“fully aware that my Represent-
atives are having very positive 
discussions with the Country of 
Iran, and that these discussions 
could lead to something very 
positive for all.”

But he made no direct mention 
of a 14-point plan that Tehran 
said it put forward last week to 
end the war.

Trump declined on Sunday to 
specify what could trigger new 
US military action.

But in his post on the Hormuz 
plan he said that “if in any way, 
this Humanitarian process is in-
terfered with, that interference 
will, unfortunately, have to be 
dealt with forcefully”.

Treasury Secretary Scott Bes-
sent said the US naval blockade 
was only part of a broader eco-
nomic embargo.

“We are suffocating the re-
gime, and they are not able to 
pay their soldiers,” he told Fox 
News. “This is a real economic 
blockade, and it is in all parts of 
government.”

Pakistan facilitates return of 
Iranian crew from US-seized ship
AFP | Islamabad, Pakistan

Pakistan said Monday it had 
facilitated the transfer of 

22 Iranian crew members 
from a US-seized vessel, de-
scribing the move as a "con-
fidence-building measure" 
amid fragile diplomatic con-
tacts between Washington and 
Tehran.

The sailors, who had been 
held aboard the container ship 
Touska, were flown into Is-
lamabad late Sunday and were 
due to be handed over to Ira-

nian authorities, according to 
a statement from Pakistan's 
foreign ministry.

The handover follows a 
tense maritime standoff in 
the Gulf of Oman, where US 
forces intercepted the Irani-
an-flagged vessel.

President Donald Trump 
said the ship carried "a gift 
from China", an allegation 
Beijing rejected, insisting it 
opposed "any malicious asso-
ciation and speculation".

The vessel itself is expected 
to be returned after repairs.

India 
launches 
Earth 
observation 
satellite
Xinhua | New Delhi 

India’s space agency, the 
Indian Space Research 

Organization (ISRO), on 
Sunday launched a private-
ly-developed Earth obser-
vation satellite “Drishti,” 
developed by the country’s 
space-tech startup “Galax-
Eye.”

The ISRO posted on X 
that it was a significant 
milestone in India’s space 
journey.

Congratulating the suc-
cessful launch, Indian 
Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi described it as “a 
major achievement in our 
space journey.”

The Fars news agency had earlier reported that Iran hit a 
US warship with missiles, a claim that CENTCOM immedi-

ately denied.

Modern US Navy destroyers—especially the 
Arleigh Burke-class destroyer—are equipped 
with the Aegis Combat System, which allows 
them to track and engage multiple threats 

simultaneously, including aircraft, ships, and 
ballistic missiles.

US Navy destroyers carry the Tomahawk cruise missile, 
which can strike targets over 1,500 km away with high 

precision from the sea. These missiles are launched 
from the Mk 41 Vertical Launch System (VLS), allowing 

a single destroyer to carry dozens of missiles for dif-
ferent missions—from land attack to air defence.

US media reported that the US Navy would not escort vessels through the strait but would pro-
vide guidance on traversing the narrow seaway. News site Axios said US ships would be “in the 

vicinity” to prevent Iranian attacks on commercial vessels.

Yesterday afternoon, CENTCOM said “guided-missile destroyers are 
currently operating” in the Gulf, having transited Hormuz.

Trump says ‘no damage’ from Iran’s Hormuz strikes, except for S Korean shipUS Apache and Seahawk helicopters hit “six Iranian small boats”

Hezbollah says fighters clashed with Israeli troops in south Lebanon
AFP | Beirut, Lebanon

Hezbollah said its forces 
clashed with Israeli sol-

diers on Monday in south Leb-

anon near the border where 
the troops are still operating, 
despite a ceasefire since April 17.

Hezbollah said in a statement 

that after Israeli troops attempt-
ed to advance near the town of 
Deir Seryan -- which is inside 
the Israeli-declared “yellow 

line” where Lebanese residents 
have been told not to return 
-- its fighters “opened fire on 
the enemy force and engaged in 

heavy clashes with them”.
The Israeli military confirmed 

there were clashes with Hezbol-
lah fighters in south Lebanon.

US says Rubio to discuss Mideast in Vatican visit
AFP | Washington, United States

The United States confirmed 
Monday that Secretary of 

State Marco Rubio will vis-
it Rome this week, saying he 
will discuss the Middle East in 

the wake of President Donald 
Trump’s criticism of Pope Leo 
XIV. The Vatican earlier an-
nounced that Rubio would meet 
privately with the pontiff on 
Thursday, with an Italian source 

telling AFP he would also see 
Italian officials and had sought 
a meeting with Prime Minister 
Giorgia Meloni.

In a brief statement, the State 
Department confirmed that Ru-

bio would travel to Rome from 
Wednesday through Friday.

“Secretary Rubio will meet 
with Holy See leadership to dis-
cuss the situation in the Middle 
East and mutual interests in the 

Western Hemisphere,” the State 
Department said.

“Meetings with Italian coun-
terparts will be focused on 
shared security interests and 
strategic alignment.”

Tehran denies US sank six Iranian boats: state TV
AFP | Tehran, Iran

Iran denied on Monday that 
the United States had sunk 

Iranian boats, state television 

reported, after an American 
admiral said US forces had de-
stroyed six vessels.

“The US claim that it sank a 

number of Iranian war boats is 
false,” a senior Iranian military 
official was quoted as saying by 
state television. 

Israel military says army on high alert after US downs missiles
AFP | Jerusalem, Undefined

An Israeli military official said yester-
day that the army remained on high 

alert and was monitoring the situation 

after a US admiral said forces destroyed 
six Iranian boats and shot down missiles.

“The IDF (Israeli military) is closely 
monitoring the situation and remains on 

high alert... our air defence systems and 
offensive capabilities remain at a high 
state of readiness,” the official said in a 
statement sent to AFP.

US forces destroy six Iran boats, down 
missiles and drones: US admiral

AFP | Washington, United States

The United States has de-
stroyed six Iranian boats 

and shot down missiles and 
drones fired at US Navy and 
commercial vessels by Tehran’s 
forces, a top US admiral said 
Monday.

The military action occurred 
as American forces seek to fa-
cilitate the transit of commer-
cial shipping through the Strait 
of Hormuz in an effort dubbed 
“Project Freedom” that Presi-
dent Donald Trump announced 

on Sunday.
US Apache and Se-
ahawk helicopters 

hit “six 

Iranian small boats threaten-
ing commercial shipping,” Ad-
miral Brad Cooper, the head of 

US Central 
Command 

(CENTCOM), told 
journalists.

US forces also “effectively en-
gaged” all “missiles and drones 

that were fired at both us and 
the commercial ships,” Cooper 
said.

Some cruise missiles were 
launched at US Navy ships but 
most of them as well as multiple 
drones targeted commercial ves-
sels, he said.

“We defended both ourselves 

and, consistent with our com-
mitment, we defended all the 
commercial ships,” Cooper said.

US and Israeli forces launched 
a massive military campaign 
against Iran on February 28, 
prompting Iran to close the 
Strait of Hormuz -- a vital route 
for oil and gas exports -- while 
American forces later launched 
a blockade of Iranian ports.

Iranian state television said 
earlier Monday that the coun-
try’s navy had fired cruise mis-
siles, rockets and combat drones 
near US destroyers crossing the 
strait in what it described as a 
“warning shot.”

CENTCOM said that two US 
guided-missile destroyers had 
passed through the strait into 
the Gulf as part of “Project 
Freedom,” while two US-flagged 
merchant vessels transited the 
opposite way and “are safely 
headed on their journey.”

A US Apache 
helicopter

Seahawk 
helicopters

NATO chief says Europeans have ‘gotten 
message’ from Trump on defence

AFP | Yerevan, Armenia

Europeans have “heard” 
US President Donald 

Trump’s message of frustra-
tion over the Iran war and 
are “stepping up”, NATO 
chief Mark Rutte said yes-
terday after Washington 
announced it would with-
draw 5,000 troops from 
Germany.

“European leaders 
have gotten the 
m e s s a g e . 
T h e y 

heard the message loud and 
clear,” Rutte said before talks 
with European leaders in 

Armenia, ac-
knowledg-

i n g  “d i s -
appoint-
m e n t 
o n  t h e 

US side” 
faced with 

European 
allies’ resist-

ance to join-
ing the war.
“ E u ro p e a n s 

are stepping up, a 
bigger role for Eu-
rope and a strong-

er NATO,” Rutte insisted ahead 
of a European Political Com-
munity meeting dominated 
by the twin security threats 
posed by the Ukraine and 
Middle East wars.

“We have seen all these 
countries now participating 
with their bilateral agree-
ments making sure that when 
it comes to basing requests 
and all the logistical support,” 
Rutte said.

EU top diplomat Kaja Kallas 
called the announcement’s 
“timing” a “surprise”.

“I think it shows that we 
have to really strengthen the 
European pillar in NATO, and 

we have to really do more,” 
Kallas said, while stressing 
that “American troops are not 
in Europe only for protecting 
European interests, but also 
American interests.”

“Europeans are taking their 
destiny into their own hands, 
increasing their defence and 
security spending, and build-
ing their own common solu-
tions,” French President Em-
manuel Macron said.

“We have to step up our mil-
itary capabilities to be able to 
defend and protect ourselves,” 
EU chief Ursula von der Leyen 
told reporters.

The military action occurred as American forces seek to 
facilitate the transit of commercial shipping through the 
Strait of Hormuz in an effort dubbed “Project Freedom” 

that President Donald Trump announced on Sunday.


