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‘Aerial Intercept’
Washington reports
naval clashes with
Iranian forces as it
escorts commercial
shipping through the
strategic waterway. | P8
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Drone strike hits Fujairah industrial area, injures three Indians
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Dust Wave
Warning

TDT | Manama

Bahrain is expected to
see a gradual change in
weather over the coming
days, with stronger north-
westerly winds starting
Wednesday, the Meteoro-
logical Directorate said.

Wind speeds are expect-
ed to rise to moderate to
active levels from 6 May.
They may become strong
at times between Thursday
and Saturday.

Parliament
Session
Postponed

TDT | Manama

he Council of Repre-
sentatives decided to
cancel today’s regular ses-
sion and hold a special ses-
sion on Thursday.
According to parliamen-
tary sources, the General
Secretariat informed mem-
bers shortly before via text
message about the cancel-
lation and the rescheduling
of the agenda to Thursday’s
session.

Online Speech
Probe

s

DT | Manama

A_ nti-Cybercrime Directo-
ate arrested a 20-year-

old man for the alleged mis-
use of social media.

The ministry said the in-
dividual posted online com-
ments that publicly insulted
a figure considered sacred
by a religious community.

The directorate reiterated
its call for responsible social
media use, urging users to
respect laws and avoid pub-
lishing or circulating any
material that violates legal
provisions.
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Stand United

Royal Fam|Iy Council renews pledge of loyalty to the King

Sad

HM the King, in the presence of HRH Prince Salman, receives a formal declaration of loyalty from Shaikh Salman bin Khalid Al Khalifa

TDT | Manama

is Majesty King Hamad bin
Isa Al Khalifa led a meet-
ing of the Royal Family Council

in Manama on Monday, with
HRH Crown Prince and Prime
Minister Salman bin Hamad Al
Khalifa in attendance.

Shaikh Salman bin Khalid Al

Khalifa, Director-General of the
Royal Family Council, presented
aformal declaration of loyalty to
His Majesty the King.

The document underscored

the royal family’s firm sup-
port for the king, highlighting
unity and steadfast backing
amid current regional devel-
opments.

It stressed a collective com-
mitment to protecting national
stability, preserving unity, and
standing firmly behind the King-
dom’s leadership.

Bahrain Condemns UAE Attack

Leaders reviewed regional security developments

TDT | Manama

is Majesty King Hamad
bin Isa Al Khalifa held a
telephone call on Sunday with
United Arab Emirates President
Shaikh Mohamed bin Zayed Al
Nahyan, in which he strongly
condemned the “terrorist Ira-
nian attacks” targeting civilian
sites and facilities in the UAE.
The king expressed “strong
condemnation and denunci-
ation” of the attacks, calling
them a dangerous escalation
that threatens regional securi-
ty and stability, and a “blatant
violation” of principles of good
neighbourliness and interna-
tional laws and conventions.

v

UAE President Shaikh Mohamed bin
Zayed Al Nahyan

HM King Hamad stressed that
the security of the UAE is an in-
tegral part of Bahrain’s own se-
curity, reaffirming Bahrain’s full
solidarity with the UAE and its
support for all measures Abu

HM the King

Dhabi takes to safeguard its sov-
ereignty, security, stability, and
national assets.

He also conveyed his sincere
wishes for a swift recovery for
those injured in the attacks.

Government Reviews Diplomacy Efforts

TDT | Manama

eputy Prime Minister, HE

Shaikh Khalid bin Abdullah
Al Khalifa, chaired the weekly
Cabinet meeting at Gudaibiya
Palace on Sunday, where minis-
ters reviewed national develop-
ments, regional diplomacy, and
government initiatives.

The Cabinet reaffirmed the
importance of His Majesty King
Hamad bin Isa Al Khalifa’s re-
cent address to the media, de-
scribing it as a guiding frame-
work for protecting Bahrain’s
interests, strengthening securi-
ty and stability, and sustaining
national development.

HE Shaikh Khalid bin Abdullah
Al Khalifa

Ministers stressed that all
government entities continue
to implement royal directives,
highlighting that safeguarding
Bahrain’s security and stability
remains a shared national re-

sponsibility.

The Cabinet also expressed
appreciation for the support
shown by Bahraini and Gcc
families and tribes following
the King’s address, as well as
solidarity from allied countries
and international organisations
in support of Bahrain’s sover-
eignty and security measures.

It commended the positions
of several Arab and GCc leaders
and organisations, including
Morocco, Saudi Arabia, the UAE,
Kuwait, Jordan, Egypt, Syria,
Yemen, Lebanon, the GCC Gen-
eral Secretariat, and the Organ-
isation of Islamic Cooperation,
for their backing of Bahrain.

Foreign Ministry warns

Bahrain called for interna-
tional action and restraint after
expressing strong concern over
missile and drone attacks tar-
geting civilian sites in the UAE.

The Ministry of Foreign Af-
fairs described the incidents as a
serious escalation that threatens
regional stability, warning that
continued attacks risk widening
tensions in an already volatile
Middle East.

It urged the international
community, including the UN
Security Council, to respond
firmly to prevent further esca-
lation and to safeguard civilian
infrastructure, maritime routes,
and global energy supplies,

while stressing the importance
of upholding ceasefire commit-
ments and international law.

Attack In Hormuz

Meanwhile, the foreign min-
istry denounced the use of two
drones against a vessel operated
by the Abu Dhabi National Oil
Company (ADNOC) while it was
transiting the strategic water-
way, describing the attack as a
“flagrant violation” of interna-
tional law, the United Nations
Convention on the Law of the
Sea, International Maritime
Organization regulations, and
UN Security Council Resolution
2817.

Ukraine President Lands in Manama

Ukrainian President Volodymyr Zelensky arrived in Bahrain on Sunday for an
official visit. Foreign Minister Dr. Abdullatif bin Rashid Al Zayani and other
senior officials received him at Bahrain International Airport.
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HH Shaikh Nasser Praises

Chamber Efforts

TDT | Manama

H Shaikh Nasser bin Hamad
HAI Khalifa, Representative of
His Majesty the King for Human-
itarian Work and Youth Affairs,
met Nabeel Khalid Kanoo, Chair-
man of the Chamber’s Board of
Directors, in the presence of First
Vice-Chairman Yousif Salahud-
din and Second Vice-Chairman
Nawaf Khalid Al Zayani.

During the meeting, HH Shaikh
Nasser congratulated the Chair-
man and members of the Board
on their election to the 31st ses-
sion of the Chamber’s Board of
Directors.

He wished them success in con-
tinuing their national efforts and

HH Shaikh Nasser receives Nabeel Khalid Kanoo

achieving further progress that
supports the national economy
and strengthens Bahrain’s stand-
ing across various sectors.

He also underlined the vital role
of the private sector as a key part-
ner in the kingdom’s comprehen-
sive development path.

Radiation Safety
Tightened

Mohammed Darwish
TDT | Manama

Bahrain will introduce
new licensing rules for
radiation workers, safety of-
ficers, experts and related
service providers under deci-
sions issued by the Supreme
Council for Environment and
published in the Official Ga-
zette.

Under the framework, any-
one involved in radiation work
exceeding 30 per cent of the
annual dose limit must obtain
a licence.

Professionals are classified
into radiation workers, pro-
tection officers and qualified
experts, each with specific

HH Shaikh Abdullah bin Hamad
bin Isa Al Khalifa, President
of the Supreme Council for

Environment

training and experience re-
quirements.

Licences will be valid for
three years and may be re-
newed, suspended or revoked
in cases of non-compliance.

EU delegation visit strengthens diplomatic engagement

TDT | Manama

r. Abdullatif bin Rashid Al

Zayani, Foreign Minister, met
a delegation from the European
Parliament in Manama on Mon-
day.

The delegation was led by Rein-
hold Lopatka, Member of the Eu-
ropean Parliament, during their
official visit to the kingdom.

Discussions focused on
strengthening relations between
Bahrain and the European Union,
including expanding cooperation
across various sectors—particu-
larly parliamentary ties—to sup-
port regional and global security,
stability, and development.

The two sides also reviewed

Dr. Al Zayani with the European Parliament delegation

regional developments, including of the Strait of Hormuz on inter- and the global economy, as well
the implications of Iran’s closure national trade, energy supplies as other issues of mutual concern.

Bapco Chief Praises
HM the King’s Remarks

TDT | Manama

he chief executive of Bapco

Energies, Mark Thomas, said
that remarks by His Majesty King
Hamad bin Isa Al Khalifa reflect
“firm national constants” and re-
inforce unity and responsibility
across Bahrain’s society and in-
stitutions.

Thomas said the King’s media
remarks embody a “consistent
leadership approach” based on
strengthening national values,
safeguarding security and stabili-
ty, and promoting social cohesion
and accountability.

He added that the messages
carried “highly significant na-
tional themes,” underscoring the
priority of safeguarding Bahrain’s
security and stability, upholding
the rule of law, and strengthening
national unity.

According to him, these prin-
ciples form a balanced frame-

Mark Thomas, Bapco Energies
chief executive

work that combines firmness
with responsibility and supports
confidence in the country’s future.

The Bapco Energies CEO praised
the King’s “deep wisdom and for-
ward-looking vision,” which he
said laid the foundations of Bah-
rain’s comprehensive develop-
ment journey.

Mr. Thomas reaffirmed the
company’s commitment to sup-
porting Bahrain’s development
goals under the leadership of His

Bapco
energies

Majesty the King and the direc-
tives of His Royal Highness Prince
Salman bin Hamad Al Khalifa, the
Crown Prince and Prime Minister.

He said the group remains fo-
cused on contributing to sustain-
able energy security for future
generations while advancing the
Kingdom’s broader development
ambitions.

Mr. Thomas added that the
King’s leadership continues to
serve as a guiding inspiration for
national work, strengthening con-
fidence in the future and placing
people and development at the
centre of Bahrain’s vision.

TDT | Manama

is Royal Highness Prince
Salman bin Hamad Al
Khalifa, Crown Prince and
Prime Minister, has issued two
edicts appointing directors at
the Real Estate Regulatory Au-
thority (RERA) and the Civil Ser-
vice Bureau.
Under Edict (16) of 2026,

New Director Appointments

Shaikh Khalifa bin Duaij bin
Khalifa Al Khalifa was appoint-
ed Director of the Real Estate
Operations Directorate at RERA,
succeeding Mehnaz Ghuloom
Mohammed Abulgasim.

Under Edict (15) of 2026,
Haitham Ali Khalil Nass was
appointed Director of the Pol-
icies and Regulations Affairs
Directorate at the Civil Service

Bureau. Authorities also an-
nounced several other direc-
tor-level appointments across
key departments, including
compliance, talent development,
recruitment, performance man-
agement, and institutional ex-
cellence.

Both edicts take effect imme-
diately and will be published in
the Official Gazette.

National Unity Emphasised

The Chairman of Bahrain’s Shura Council, Ali bin Saleh Al Saleh, said on
Monday that programmes and initiatives by the Bahrain Institute for
Political Development contribute to strengthening national belonging and
loyalty to the kingdom and its leadership. He was speaking during a meeting
in which he received the institute’s annual report for 2025 from its officials,
according to a statement. Al Saleh praised the institute’s role in promoting
political awareness, training national cadres, and highlighting Bahrain’s
democratic development under HM King Hamad bin Isa Al Khalifa.

Coast Guard Raises Awareness

Coast Guard carried out a maritime awareness campaign near Al Dar Islands
on Monday as part of efforts to enhance sea safety and raise awareness
among seafarers. The campaign targeted fishermen, boat owners and
recreational users, urging them to comply with maritime safety guidelines
and navigation rules in operational areas to ensure their safety.

Coastal Clean-Up Drive

Volunteers and officials joined forces on a beach clean-up campaign at Jid
Al Haj beach, underscoring efforts to protect Bahrain’s coastal environment
through community partnership. The initiative was organised by Clean

Up Bahrain in cooperation with the Ministry of Municipalities Affairs and
Agriculture and the Northern Municipality. Northern Municipal Council
Chairman Dr Sayed Shubber Ibrahim Al Wadaei took part in the campaign,
describing collaboration between public bodies and civil society as essential
for safeguarding coastal areas. (By Hasan Barakat)

Bahrain,
China
Review
Ties

g

Dr. Abdullatif bin Rashid Al
Zayani with Chinese Ambassador,
H.E. Ni Ruchi

TDT | Manama

oreign Minister Dr. Ab-

dullatif bin Rashid Al
Zayani received the Ambas-
sador of the People’s Repub-
lic of China to Bahrain, H.E.
Ni Ruchi, at the ministry
headquarters on Sunday.

The two sides reviewed
the strong bilateral relations
between Bahrain and China,
highlighting their continued
development and growth
across various fields.

They also exchanged
views on regional develop-
ments and the current situ-
ation, including the impli-
cations of closing the Strait
of Hormuz to international
navigation, alongside other
issues of common concern.

The meeting was attend-
ed by Ambassador Moham-
med Rashid Al Suwaidi,
Acting Head of the Asia and
Pacific Affairs Sector at the
Ministry of Foreign Affairs.

Expat Jailed in
Assault Case

Rehab Mohammad
TDT | Manama

he First Criminal High

Court of Appeal upheld
a one-year prison sentence
against an Asian expatriate in
an assault case that resulted
in a permanent disability, and
ordered his deportation after
he serves his sentence.

The 37-year-old defendant
was convicted of assaulting
a 56-year-old Asian securi-
ty guard on 10 September
2025. A forensic medical re-
port indicated the incident
left the victim with a 4%
permanent disability.

Prosecutors said the in-
cident occurred while the
victim was on duty at a res-
idential building.

The defendant reportedly
arrived seeking access to
operate a gas cylinder at his
workplace but was denied
entry based on instructions
from the property sponsor.

He then allegedly forced
his way in and assaulted the
guard by twisting the fin-
gers of his left hand.

The First Criminal High
Court of Appeal has upheld
a one-year prison sentence
against an Asian expatri-
ate, along with an order for
depor3dtion, after he was
convicted in an assault case
that resulted in a permanent
disability assessed at 4%. 3

The case dates back to an
incident on 10 September
2025, when the 37-year-old
defendant was found to
have assaulted a 56-year-old
Asian security guard while
the latter was on duty at a
residential building.
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Three MPs Face Ouster Vote

Committee Backs Removal Move

TDT | Manama
Mohammed Darwish

hree MPs moved
closer to losing their
seats on Monday
after Parliament’s
Legislative and Legal Affairs
Committee recommended ap-
proving a request to remove Ab-
dulnabi Salman, Mahdi Al Shu-
waikh and Mamdouh Al Saleh.

The request has been signed
by 37 of Parliament’s 40 mem-
bers, meaning every MP apart
from the three named in it has
supported the move. Speaker
Ahmed Al Musallam is among
those who signed.

Sources told The Daily Trib-
une that the three MPs attended
Monday’s meeting of the Legis-
lative and Legal Affairs Com-
mittee, where they were heard
before the committee drafted
its final report and sent it to
Parliament.

According to the explanatory
note attached to the request, the
signatories said the three MPs
took a position that ran counter
to the parliamentary oath and
national duty by criticising state
action against people accused
of praising Iranian attacks on
Bahrain.

The note said that action in-
cluded stripping citizenship
from those involved, as well as

Ahmed Al Musallam, Speaker of
Parliament

from others whose nationality
was withdrawn as dependants.
It argued that the MPs’ remarks
cast doubt on the fairness of the
state’s steps and formed part of
their grounds for rejecting the
decree-law.

The signatories said the posi-
tion amounted, in their view, to
a breach of national unity, cost
the three MPs trust and stand-
ing, and breached the duties of

Abdulnabi Salman, First Deputy Speaker

membership and the honour of
representing citizens.

Those named in the request
are First Deputy Speaker Ab-
dulnabi Salman, Services Com-
mittee Chairman Mamdouh Al
Saleh and Dr Mahdi Al Shu-
waikh.

The committee’s report is
expected to go to Parliament’s
Bureau before being placed on
the agenda for today’s sitting,

when MPs are expected to de-
cide the matter.

Parliamentary sources said a
meeting held earlier on Mon-
day, attended by MPs other than
the three named in the request,
ended with agreement to move
ahead with the removal bid.

The committee is also expect-
ed to examine the choice of a
new First Deputy Speaker in the
event that Abdulnabi Salman’s
seat is declared vacant.

Hammer Attack
Conviction Upheld

R W

[ S T

TDT | Manama
Rehab Mohammad

43-year-old African
national will serve a
10-year prison sen-

tence followed by permanent
deportation after the Court
of Cassation upheld his con-
viction for attempting to kill
an African woman inside her
home, following a dispute be-
tween them.

According to court findings,
the man attacked the victim
inside her residence using a
hammer, striking her multiple
times and causing serious in-
juries. The assault reportedly
continued until he believed
she had died.

The attack was interrupted
when a passerby intervened,
allowing the injured woman
to escape. A witness later testi-
fied that after being called for
help, he arrived at the scene,

S gl |
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saw the victim bleeding as she
left the apartment, and spotted
the accused inside with blood-
stained clothing before the
accused fled.

Prosecutors charged the de-
fendant with attempted pre-
meditated murder, arguing the
crime was not completed due
to circumstances beyond his
control, namely the victim’s
escape. The court also noted
that the victim suffered a per-
manent disability estimated at
five percent.

The accused denied the
charges during investigations,
claiming the incident stemmed
from a minor dispute. How-
ever, the victim maintained
that he had attacked her with
intent to kill her inside her
home.

The ruling confirms the 10-
year prison term, after which
the defendant will be deported
from the country permanently.

Emergency Lane Stop Ends in Tragedy

Road Safety Urged After Fatal Crash

— -

TDT | Manama
Ghadeer Alkumaish

22-year-old university
student died in a road
accident on Shaikh

Khalifa bin Salman Highway
near Hidd City, heading toward
Manama. His vehicle collid-
ed with another while it was
stopped in the emergency lane
due to a breakdown.

According to authorities, Ali
Ibrahim Bujasam, a media stu-
dent at Gulf University, was
waiting for a tow truck when
the incident occurred. A com-
panion traveling with him was
also injured.

Eyewitnesses said the crash
happened suddenly, leaving no
time to avoid impact.

“Don’t wait for the
perfect conditions. start
with what you have, even
if it is simple,”
FROM ALI IBRAHIM’S LAST
SOCIAL MEDIA POST

A lasting impression

Those who knew Ali remem-
bered him as a driven and hard-
working young man who bal-

anced studies and work from an
early age. In a previous video,
he spoke about his routine, say-
ing he had been studying and
working since the age of 15 or
16, describing life as “a constant
race against time.”

He later established his own
business, Royal Car Care, a
fully equipped car wash built
independently, reflecting his
entrepreneurial drive and de-
termination.

At Gulf University, a profes-
sor described him as a bright
and disciplined student who
showed strong motivation and
creativity, particularly in prac-
tical assignments. She high-
lighted a short film he produced
about himself, noting that his
work was “made with passion.”
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Traffic Penalties

* Red light, wrong-way
driving, overtaking
on a yellow line, and
speeding are serious
violations.

* Injury accidents: BHD
1,000-5,000 fine and/
or 1+ year in jail.

» Fatal accidents: BHD
2,000-6,000 fine and/
or 2-5 years in jail.

BD10,000 Copper
Stolen

I TP o

e TR TSP .,

he Ministry of Interior

said its Criminal Investi-
gation Directorate arrested three
Asian men, aged 35 to 46, in con-
nection with the theft of copper
cables from a private company
in Ras Zuwayed.

Authorities said they detained
the suspects after investigating
the case, which involved stealing
around two tonnes of copper
wires valued at approximately
BD10,000.

Police recovered and seized
the stolen materials.

TDT | Manama

peaker of the Parliament,
Ahmed bin Salman Al
Musallam, reaffirmed

the kingdom’s commitment to
strengthening cooperation with

the European Union, particu-
larly in trade, investment and
broader strategic partnerships.

He made the remarks during
ameeting on Sunday with a Eu-
ropean Parliament delegation
led by MEP Reinhold Lopatka,

highlighting Bahrain’s lead-
ership under HM King Ham-
ad bin Isa Al Khalifa and the
support of HRH Crown Prince
and Prime Minister Salman bin
Hamad Al Khalifa in advancing
international engagement.

Al Musallam welcomed the
European Union’s solidarity
with Gulf Cooperation Coun-
cil (GCC) states amid regional
tensions and he reiterated Bah-
rain’s position that dialogue and
diplomacy remain essential for

achieving long-term regional
stability

The Speaker also referred to
the impact of Iranian attacks
on civilian and strategic sites,
which he said caused casualties
and material damage.

Minors Jailed
Over Vandalism

TDT | Manama
Rehab Mohammad

rosecutors said Monday
P that ajuvenile court sen-

tenced three minors to
three years in detention each
for their involvement in vio-
lence and vandalism incidents,
citing a lack of parental super-
vision as a contributing factor.

The High Juvenile Reform
Court also ordered authorities
to submit a follow-up report
within six months to assess
the youths’ behaviour and
progress in rehabilitation, the
Family and Child Prosecution
said.

The cases relate to incidents
in March in which the juve-
niles were caught taking part
inacts of disorder and property
damage. They were arrested
at the scene by police in the
capital and later referred to
prosecutors.

Authorities said the minors
were questioned with full legal
safeguards in place and held in
custody during the investiga-
tion, which relied on testimo-
nial and forensic evidence be-
fore the case was sent to court.

Social assessments present-
ed to the court pointed to inad-
equate parental oversight and
guidance in the defendants’
upbringing, which judges took
into account in issuing the sen-
tences.

Prosecutors said the rulings
underscore efforts to uphold
public safety while pursuing
rehabilitation to prevent re-
peat offences, stressing the
importance of family respon-
sibility in supervising minors.
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Lawmakers Address °=
Regional Risks

Parliamentary diplomacy stressed as key pillar of foreign policy
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First Deputy Chairman Jamal Mohammed Fakhro and members of the Shura Council and the Council of Representatives with the European Parliament delegation

Rehab Mohammad
TDT | Manama

enior members of Bahrain’s
Shura Council discussed re-
gional security developments
and parliamentary cooperation
with a European Parliament
delegation on Tuesday, focus-
ing on tensions linked to recent
Iranian attacks in the region, ac-
cording to an official statement.
The meeting, held with First
Deputy Chairman Jamal Mo-
hammed Fakhro, centred on
strengthening legislative coop-

eration and reviewing regional
and global political and military
developments.

Lawmakers referred to “Ira-
nian attacks” targeting Gulf Co-
operation Council states and
Jordan, saying the incidents
posed risks to infrastructure,
energy facilities and interna-
tional shipping routes, includ-
ing the Strait of Hormuz.

Shura Council members said
the developments amounted to
violations of international law
and warned of their potential
impact on global energy markets

and regional trade.

They also reaffirmed Bah-
rain’s commitment to national
unity and coordination with in-
ternational partners to maintain
security.

Jamal Mohammed Fakhro
highlighted Bahrain’s parlia-
mentary diplomacy efforts, stat-
ing that the legislative branch
aims to support official foreign
policy through dialogue and co-
operation in line with the vision
of HM King Hamad bin Isa Al
Khalifa.

Members of both the Shura

Council and the Council of Rep-
resentatives attended the meet-
ing, which also covered broader
efforts to expand international
parliamentary partnerships.

The European Parliament
delegation expressed solidar-
ity with Bahrain, condemned
attacks on regional states, and
stressed the importance of re-
specting sovereignty and inter-
national law.

It also praised Bahrain’s ef-
forts to uphold stability and the
rule of law amid regional ten-
sions.

BD7.5m Phase Complete

"

Mohammed Darwish
TDT | Manama

Ministry of Works com-
pleted the first phase of
infrastructure works in Wadi
Al Buhair at a cost of BD7.5 mil-
lion, covering road levelling and
rainwater drainage linked to
Tubli Bay.

Two more phases are in pro-
gress: the second is set to go to
tender after design and fund-
ing approvals, and the third is
nearing final design. Works will
include roads, sewage networks,

Wadi Al Buhair

drainage, lighting and safety
features.

ing managed through rainwater
drainage pipes, with a long-term

nal phase. Sewage coverage in
the Southern Governorate has

Groundwater at the site is be- solution planned under the fi- reached 82 percent, officials said.

Hasan Barakat
TDT | Manama

ahrain reduced the

time required for
housing allocation to
just one working day af-
ter fully automating the
process, the Ministry
of Housing and Urban
Planning said.

-Day Housing
Process

oy

SIS

Ministry of Housing and
Urban Planning

The ministry announced that the system is now entirely
digital, linking housing allocation directly with electronic
contractissuance to improve efficiency and speed up services.

Previously taking up to two days, the process is now com-
pleted within a single day because the procedures are fully
automated. Under the new system, once a housing unit or
plot is assigned, the applicant’s address is automatically
updated and the contract is issued digitally, eliminating

the need for paperwork.

Housing and Urban Planning Minister Amna bint Ahmed
Al Romaihi said the upgrade simplifies procedures, reduces
steps, and saves time and effort for beneficiaries.

She added that re-engineering the process cut required
documents by 50 percent and reduced approval steps by
25 percent, enhancing efficiency and transparency.

The move is part of wider government efforts to modern-
ise public services and accelerate digital transformation.
Authorities noted that they have documented more than
1,300 government services, redesigning around 800 based
on public feedback, investor input and service evaluations.

Driver Gets 7 Years

Rehab Mohammad
TDT | Manama

First High Criminal Court
sentenced a man in his
twenties to seven years in pris-
on over a fatal crash on Zallaq
Road that killed two cyclists
and injured two others.

The court heard the defend-
ant was speeding when he

lost control of his vehicle and
struck a group of cyclists in the
early hours of March 21, 2026.

He fled the scene without
offering help, and investiga-
tions confirmed he possessed
a psychotropic substance.

He was convicted of invol-
untary manslaughter, reckless
driving, drug possession and
use, and failing to assist victims.

Company Law Reform

i

Shura Council Financial and Economic Affairs Committee reviewed a draft
decree-law amending the Commercial Companies Law, aimed at modernising
the country’s corporate legal framework. During a meeting on Monday, the
committee, chaired by Khalid Hussein Al-Maskati, examined Decree-Law

No. (38) of 2025, which proposes changes to provisions of the Commercial
Companies Law issued under Decree-Law No. (21) of 2001. Members reviewed
the House of Representatives’ decision, its accompanying documents,

and a legal opinion from the Legislative and Legal Affairs Committee,

which deemed the draft constitutionally and legally sound. The panel also
discussed the proposal with legal and economic advisers before preparing its
final report for submission to the Council’s Bureau. (By Rehab Mohammad)

Why UTIs Are More Common in Summer

Neethu Vv
TDT | Manama

Summer means travel, sun-
shine, and outdoor fun - but
it also brings an unexpected rise
in urinary tract infections (UTIs),
and the cause is often misun-
derstood.

According to urologist Dr
Mahmoud Sharaf, the issue is
not stronger bacterial growth,
as one might think, but a mix of
environmental factors and daily
habits that leave the urinary sys-
tem more vulnerable.

UTIs occur when bacteria en-
ter the urinary tract, causing
symptoms such as burning dur-
ing urination, frequent urges to
urinate, and lower abdominal
discomfort.

As the doctor explains, it is a
simple cycle between the invad-

S
Dr Mahmoud Sharaf, Uro-
Genital Surgeon, Endo-Urologist

-

ing organism, the urinary sys-
tem (the host), and the resulting
symptoms.

Speaking to TDT, Dr Mahmoud
said, “Urine acts like a flowing
river that helps flush bacteria
out,” adding that when this nat-
ural flow slows, the risk of infec-
tion increases.

“UTIs in summer are largely
environmental and behavioral

uTls in Summer
® Risk increases in summer due to
dehydration and travel habits.

BETTER

YOU

KNOW

frequent

@® Causes include low water intake,
delayed urination, and limited
restroom access.

@ Symptoms: burning urination,

urge, lower abdominal

pain, sometimes reddish urine.
® Diagnosis is confirmed only
through urinalysis and urine cul-
ture tests.

rather than purely pathological”

“Higher temperatures lead
to increased fluid loss through
sweating and breathing, often
resulting in dehydration. This
reduces urine volume and flow

- the body’s primary defense
against urinary infections. At the
same time, concentrated urine
can irritate the bladder lining,
making it easier for bacteria to
attach and multiply.”

Heat and humidity also en-
courage bacterial growth around
the genital area, especially in
women, where moisture from
sweating can increase coloniza-
tion, added Dr Mahmoud.

Prevention

Speaking about reducing the
risk of UTIs this summer, he ad-
vises maintaining regular hy-
dration of around 2-3 litres of
water daily, rather than wait-
ing for thirst. The bladder, he
notes, should not be treated as
a storage tank but as a flush-
ing system, so urine should not
be held and should be passed
every 3-4 hours. During travel,
he recommends using the clean-
est available restrooms, avoiding
prolonged wear of wet clothing
such as swimwear and opting

for breathable fabrics such as
cotton.

“The factis that Cranberry is for
prevention and the myth is that
Cranberry is for cure. Cranberry
juice contains proanthocyanidins,
which form a protective lining
on the urinary bladder mucosa,
reducing bacterial adhesion.”

“Your best natural antibiot-
ics in summer to avoid UTI are
hydration, urine flow and hy-
giene.”, he said.

Globally, UTIs are a major
health burden, with an estimat-
ed 400 - 450 million cases annu-
ally. They are far more common
in females, with women being
about 3.6 times more affected
than men, and the risk increases
after menopause. Around 50—
60% of women experience at
least one UTI in their lifetime,
compared to 12-14% of men.
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Zain Bahrain announces financial

results for 1st Quarter of 2026

Reported 1% increase in total profit for the year attributable to the shareholders amounting to BD 1.18 million for Q1

EBITDA also
grew by 1.3% to reach
BD 5.45 million.

® Revenue for Q1
2026 remained stable
at BD 21.02 million.

Manama

ain Bahrain, a leading
Z Bahraini provider of in-
novative technologies and
digital lifestyle experience, an-
nounced its financial results for
the first quarter (Q1 2026).
Zain Bahrain reported a total
profit attributable to the share-
holders of BD 1.18 million for the
three months ended 31 March
2026, representing an increase
of 1% from BD 1.17 million in Q1
2025. Basic and diluted earnings
per share remained stable at 3
fils. Revenue remained stable at
BD 21.02 million compared to BD
21.01 million in Q1 2025. EBITDA
for Q1 2026 increased by 1.3%
reaching BD 5.45 million from BD
5.38 million in Q1 2025.

Zain Bahrain maintained a high level of operational
readiness, supported by our ongoing investment in
digital transformation and resilient infrastructure,
enabling more than 95% of our services to
be available digitally, ensuring seamless and
uninterrupted service delivery for our customers
HIS EXCELLENCY SHAIKH AHMED, ZAIN BAHRAIN CHAIRMAN

At the balance sheet level,
Zain Bahrain’s total equity as of
31 March 2026 accumulated to
BD 88.59 million, down by 2.40%
compared to BD 90.75 million
as of 31 December 2025. The
Company’s asset base stood at
BD 140.81 million as of 31 March
2026, a decrease of 4.7% from BD
147.79 million as of 31 December
2025.

His Excellency Shaikh Ahmed
bin Ali Al Khalifa, Chairman of
Zain Bahrain, expressed his pro-
found gratitude and highest ap-
preciation to His Majesty King
Hamad bin Isa Al Khalifa for His
Majesty’s visionary leadership
and prudent directives in imple-
menting proactive and decisive
measures that have safeguarded

the wellbeing of citizens and
residents, while reinforcing the
stability and resilience of the
Bahraini economy, particularly
in light of the evolving regional
and global challenges.

He further extended his deep
appreciation to His Royal High-
ness Prince Salman bin Ham-
ad Al Khalifa for his steadfast
commitment to ensuring busi-
ness continuity and preserving
the achievements of the labor
market, thereby strengthening
the national economy’s ability
to navigate uncertainty. These
efforts underscore the govern-
ment’s forward-looking ap-
proach to sustaining economic
stability, reinforcing resilience,
and driving continued growth

despite prevailing challenges.

Zain Bahrain maintained a
high level of operational readi-
ness, supported by our ongoing
investment in digital transfor-
mation and resilient infrastruc-
ture, enabling more than 95%
of our services to be available
digitally, ensuring seamless and
uninterrupted service deliv-
ery for our customers. We also
implemented flexible working
models that enabled employees
to work remotely, ensuring effi-
cient business continuity.

As part of our social responsi-
bility and in support of national
efforts, the company provided
free home and mobile internet
access to selected online edu-
cational platforms, in addition

to providing fixed and mobile
internet services for businesses
to access a number of virtual
meeting platforms, ensuring
continuity of education and en-
abling students to continue their
studies without interruption,
while supporting employees in
conducting their virtual meet-
ings efficiently and maintaining
business continuity. This reflects
Zain’s enduring commitment
to supporting the community,
strengthening national resil-
ience, and reinforcing its role
as a trusted and responsible na-
tional partner.

Zain Bahrain Chairman con-
tinued: “The company also
achieved a number of strategic
milestones, most notably the
signing of the acquisition agree-
ment for Infonas, a strategic step
that supports our expansion in
ICT and enterprise solutions and
aligns with Zain Group’s ‘“4WARD
- Progress with Purpose’ strate-
gy. Zain Bahrain was also recog-
nized on the global stage during
its participation at Mobile World
Congress (MWC) Barcelona 2026
as the Kingdom’s most awarded
network, receiving 10 awards,

including Best Network in Bah-
rain for coverage, quality, and
overall gaming experience. This
recognition reflects the strength
of our continued investments
and our commitment to deliv-
ering a reliable, high-quality
connectivity experience for our
customers.”

The Chairman concluded:
"Our performance this quarter
reflects the strength of our long-
term strategy and our continued
focus on delivering sustainable
growth and shareholder value,
while continuing to create great-
er value for our customers and
reinforcing our role as a lead-
ing digital partner in Bahrain’s
transformation journey. Looking
ahead, we remain focused on
accelerating our transformation
into a fully integrated digital
ecosystem, expanding our enter-
prise capabilities, and delivering
innovative solutions that sup-
port Bahrain’s digital ambitions.
We are confident that our stra-
tegic direction and strong oper-
ational foundation will continue
to drive sustainable growth and
long-term value for our custom-
ers’ shareholders.”

ZQ I N ain oanradin b.o...
Three-Month Period Ended 31 March, 2026
: . Three-Month Period . Three-Month Period
Condensed Consolidated smarch  310ecember | CONdensed Consolidated Statement of Erded 31 Manch Condensed Consolidated Ended 31 March
Statement of 2026 2025 Profit or Loss and other Comprehensive 2026 2025 Statement of Cash Flows 2026 2025
Financial Position (Reviewed)  (Audited) Income (Reviewed) (Reviewed) For the Three-Month Period (Reviewed) (Reviewed)
as at 31 March, 2026 BD'000  BD'000 For the Three-Month Period Ended 31 March 2026 BD'000 BD'000 Ended 31 March 2026 BD'000  BD'000
ASSETS Revenue 21,021 21,007 Cash flows from operating activities
— Cost of revenue (6,873) (7,532) Profit for the period 1,13 1,074
Current assets Operating and administrative expenses (7,637) (7,376) Adjustments for:
iati i 2,334 2,201 '
Cosh and banks b i Dapreciation of HONt-ofuse assets | (1'366) (1361) Depreciation of property and equipment 234 2,91
Trade receivables and other assets 15,088 15,787 Amortization of intangible assets (562) (562) Depreciation of right-of-use assets 1,166 1,161
Contract assets 8,770 8,478 Expected credit losses on financial assets and contract Amortization of intangible assets 562 562
Inventories 2,205 3,100 assets (1,061) (719) Increase in expected credit losses on financial assets
Total current assets 35561 40,597 Operating profit 1,388 1,366 and contract assets 1,061 719
FInsnice Incofa 103 89 P.rovisior] for inventories 36 36
Non-current assets Other income 32 3 Finance income (103) (89)
Trade receivables and other assets 1,259 1,312 gther EKDErtiSES (;gg; (3&‘;?; Finance costs f 386 381
Contract assets 3,368 3,164 Inance costs Gain on termination of leases (16) (5)
Right-of-use assets 20,289 20379 Profit for the period 1,113 1,074 Loss on disposal of property and equipment 1 .
Property and equipment 72,537 74,741 Other comprehensive income _ _ Provision for employees’ end of service benefits 3 50
Intangible assets 7,791 7,597 . N 6571 6,180
Total non-current assets 105,244 107,193 Total comprehensive income for the period 1,113 1,074 Working cap|ta_l c_hanges:_
Total Assets 140,805 147,790 Net change in inventories 859 2
= === Total co::rprehensive income for the period Net change in trade receivables and other assets (275)  (2,396)
Attributable to: i
LIABILITIES AND EQUITY Shareholders of the Company 1,183 1,172 :et c:a"ge n °°”;ra°t;55:t5 " ;?;:) ;gg}'
Liabilities Non-controlling interests (70) (98) el change n trade an _ot__erpaya es (2,796) (798)
o 1,113 1,074 Net change in contract liabilities (133) (36)
Current liabilities Cash generated from operating activities 3,704 2,89
Trade and other payables 28,970 33,313 Basic and diluted earnings per share Fils 3 Fils 3 Finance costs paid (386) (381)
Lease liabilities 3,797 3,778 Net cash generated from operating activities _ 3,318 2,515
Contract liabilities 1,534 1,667 B o foms brtias et
Total current liabilities 34,301 38,758 i i ash flows from investing activities
- ) Condensed Consolidated Statement of Changes In Equity Payment for acquisiton of property and equipment  (4.958)  (3,727)
. For the Three-Month Period Ended 31 March 2026 Payment for intangible assets (1,058)  (1,078)
Non-current liabilities Proceeds from disposal of property and equipment 16 -
Trade and other payables - 285 amolnlniuue Finance income 103 89
Lease liabilities 17,089 17,201 Treasury to owners Non- Deposits maturing after three months (1,300} -
Provision for employees’ end of service benefits 825 794 csa':).I::I s recye prser::ir:m Saserve ::::::;: ca‘:fn}:t:w g J.’J.‘i', Net cash used in investing activities (7,198) (4,716)
Total non-current liabilities : 17.914 i 18,280 . 80000 BO"000 BD '000 BD 000 BD "000 BO 000 BD 000 BD ‘000 BD 000
r L . PR
e e —— Cash flows from financing activities
tahiliti Balance, 31 December 2025 36,800 (754) (8) 3,032 15,6687 34,797 89,566 1,186 80,752
Total Liabilities _52215 57,038 (Audited) Movement of principal portion of lease liabilities (1,154) (1,137)
Appropriation of dividends (3,275) (3,275) (3,275) Net cash used in financing activities (1,154) (1,137)
Equiw Total comprehensive Income for
rehensiv
Share capital 36,800 36,800 the period 1,183 1,183 (70) 1,113 Net decrease in cash and cash equivalents (5,034)  (3,338)
Treasury shares (754) (754) Balance, 31 March 2026 Cash and cash equivalents, beginning of period 13,256 7458
Treasury shares reserve (6) (6) (Reviewed) 36,800 (754) (8) 3,032 15,697 32,705 27474 L318 _ B3.590 Cash and cash equivalents, end of period 8,222 4,120
Share premium 3,032 3,032 u:la;toea 31 December 2024 386,800 (754) (8) 3,032 15,136 32,646 86,854 1,267 88,121
Statutory reserve 15697 15,697 (AR b and bank ba
Retained eamings 32,705 34,797 Apgropriation af dvidends (3.275) (3,275) (3.275) Cash and bank balances:
oned eaming A ot comprenensie ncome o Cash on hand and at banks 822 4,120
Equity attributable to shareholders of the Company 87,474 89,566 the period 1,172 1,172 (98) 1,074 Deposits with contractual maturity of more than three
Non-controlling interests 1,116 1,186 manths 1,300 2,200
Total Equity 88,590 90,752 i m ) Expected credit loss (24) (43)
Total Liabilities and Equity 140,805 147,790 Balance, 3? March 2025 36,800 (758) @) 3032 15,253 - 84,751 P Cash and bank balances 9,498 6,277
The above Consolidated Statement of Financial Position, Statement of Profit or Loss & Other Comprehensive Income, Statement of Changes in Equity and Statement of Cash Flows have been extracted from the Condensed
Consolidated Interim Financial Statements of Zain Bahrain BS.C. for the Three-Month Period Ended 31 March, 2026, which were approved by the Board of Directors and issued by KPMG, Kingdom of Bahrain on 4 May 2026.
Shaikh Ahmed Bin Ali Al Khalifa - Chairman Mr. Bader AlKharafi - Board Member KPMG - Financial Auditors
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Bede launches ‘One, Two
Thousand or More” campaign

Up to three-year repayment options

Customers can
now take advantage
of enhanced financing
options starting at
BHD 1,000 BHD
2,000 or more.

® Repayment periods
have been extended
up to three years,
offering customers
greater flexibility.

Manama

n response to evolving cus-
tomer needs and increasing

demand for more flexible
financial solutions, Bede Bah-
rain, the innovative microfi-
nance solutions app, announced
a significant enhancement to its
financing offering, introducing
higher financing limits and ex-

Bede

POWERED BY TAIN
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tended repayment options.
Customers can now take ad-
vantage of the newly launched
exclusive campaign ‘One, Two
Thousand or More’ with ex-
tended repayment options up
to three years, tailored to meet

their individual financial needs.
The campaign reinforces Bede’s
commitment to delivering seam-
less, Shariah-compliant financ-
ing solutions that empower cus-
tomers to manage their financial
commitments with greater flex-

ibility and confidence.
Commenting on the campaign
launch, A. Nasser Al-Rayes, CEO,
Bede Bahrain, said: “The ‘One
Thousand, Two Thousand, or
More’ campaign reflects our
deep understanding of customer

The ‘One Thousand, Two

Thousand, or More’ campaign
reflects our deep understanding

of customer needs and our
ongoing engagement with
their feedback and evolving

expectations, empowering our

customers to manage their
financial commitments with

greater ease and confidence.”

needs and our ongoing engage-
ment with their feedback and
evolving expectations, empow-
ering our customers to manage
their financial commitments
with greater ease

and confi-

il <
;"

A. NASSER AL-RAYES, CEO, BEDE BAHRAIN

dence.”

Bede offers a straightforward
registration process with mini-
mal requirements. Users can ap-
ply for Islamic financing in just a
few minutes from anywhere, at

any time throughout the
week, making it a com-
fortable experience.
Customers can
apply for financing
through the App or
find more details
via our website,
www.bede.bh. Our
dedicated custom-
er service team is
available 24/7 at
+973 13633333,
ensuring our us-
ers always have
the support
they
need.

BisB financing partner in
off-plan sale of residential units

Government Land Development Rights Programme

Expanding
Homeownership
Pathways for Citizens

® The Government
Land Development
Rights Programme

is a collaboration
between public and
private sector entities

Manama

ahrain Islamic Bank

B (BisB), the leading pro-
vider of innovative Is-

lamic financial solutions
for simplifying money
matters in the King-
dom of Bahrain, has
announced its partic-

ipation as a financing

partner in the in the
off-plan sale of resi-
dential units under
the Government
Land Develop-
ment Rights

Ebrahim Jasim,
Assistant General
Manager -
Commercial & 3
Institutional ’
Banking of
Eskan Bank

Programme, a housing initiative
led by the Ministry of Housing
and Urban Planning in collabo-
ration with Eskan Bank.

BisB’s involvement reflects its
continued commitment to sup-
porting sustainable homeown-
ership solutions and contrib-
uting to national development
priorities by enabling Bahraini
citizens to access affordable
housing under suitable financ-
ing terms.

Commenting on the occasion,
Mr. Faisal Al Abdulla. Chief
Retail Banking Officer at BisB,
said, said “Our participation
in the Government Land

. Development
Rights Pro-
gramme
marks

. an im-
= por-
f" tant
step
to -

wards strengthening BisB’s role
within the Kingdom’s housing
ecosystem. Our close collabora-
tion with the Ministry of Hous-
ing and Urban Planning and
Eskan Bank allows us to offer
Sharia’a compliant financing
solutions with flexible struc-
tures that facilitate homeowner-
ship, in alignment with national
measures to ensure property
affordability. This initiative also
affirms our responsibility, as an
Islamic financial institution, to
contribute to sustainable growth
and deliver positive social im-
pact that responds to the aspira-
tions of Bahraini families.”

Mr. Ebrahim Jasim, Assistant
General Manager - Commercial
& Institutional Banking of Eskan
Bank, stated, “The Government
Land Development Rights Pro-
gramme presents a progres-
sive model for public-private
partnership and reflects our
focus on providing citizens
with more accessible and sus-
tainable pathways to home-
ownership. BisB’s participa-
tion as a financing partner
is a valuable addition to

this endeavour, one

that helps fur-
ther diversi-
fy available
financ-
ing op-
tions
and
sup-

ports the citizens in acquiring
homes that meet their needs, in
line with the Kingdom’s devel-
opment agenda.”

This cooperation forms part
of ongoing efforts to enhance
integration among the various
stakeholders supporting Bah-
rain’s housing ecosystem and
to achieve sustainable develop-
mental impact across the King-
dom.

The Government Land Devel-
opment Rights Programme is a
collaboration between public
and private sector entities, un-
der which licensed real estate
develop- ers construct
housing

units
0o n

929

Unit prices are capped at
BD 99,000 to maintain
affordability and provide
suitable options for a
wider segment of eligible
citizens

government-owned land. Unit
prices are capped at BD 99,000
to maintain affordability and
provide suitable options for a
wider segment of eligible citi-
zens. Applicants may apply di-
rectly through Eskan Bank or
the Baity App.

BisB’s participation in this
national initiative further un-
derscores its enduring support
for Bahrain’s housing sector,
ensured through innovative
Sharia’a compliant financing
solutions and strong strategic

partnerships with government
institutions. The Bank con-
tinues to empower Bahraini
families with accessible
avenues to homeowner-
ship, while supporting
the Kingdom’s broader
sustainable develop-

ment ambitions.

Faisal Al Abdulla. Chief
Retail Banking Officer
at BisB

US Treasury chief
says Hormuz
operation can ease

oil shock
Washington, United States

reasury Secretary Scott
Bessent said yester-
ay that the US mission to
restore maritime traffic
through the Strait of Hor-
muz can help alleviate an
ongoing oil shortage, adding
that “help is on the way” for
consumers.

Global oil prices have
since surged, as have costs at
US gasoline pumps, squeez-
ing American households
as key midterm elections
approach.

Meanwhile, Washington
is maintaining a blockade of
Iranian ports.

“They (Iran) are trying to
cut off international free-
dom of navigation through
the Strait of Hormuz, and
the US is opening that up,”
Bessent told Fox News in an
interview on Monday.

“We have blockaded the
ships going into or out of
Iranian ports. Their econo-
my is in freefall,” he added.

“Their soldiers will not
have a high tolerance for not
getting paid.”

But the economic fallout
has been widespread glob-
ally.

In the United States, the
average cost of a gallon of
regular gasoline was $4.46
as of Monday morning, ac-
cording to the AAA motor
club. This is a sharp rise
from the $2.98 level seen
on February 26 before the
war. “Help is on the way as
of today,” Bessent said Mon-
day. “Every crude carrier
that goes through has about
two million barrels,” he said.
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Al Baraka Islamic Bank signs
agreement with Eskan Bank

To finance purchase of residential units under construction

Manama

1 Baraka Islamic Bank,
Aone of the leading Islam-

ic banks in the Kingdom
of Bahrain, has announced the
signing of the third adden-
dum to the housing finance
programmes agreement with
Eskan Bank. This step incor-
porates the “Sale of Residential
Units Prior to Completion” pro-
gramme under the framework
of joint cooperation between
the two parties, enhancing
citizens’ opportunities to own
residential units through flex-
ible and innovative financing
solutions.

This signing comes as part
of Al Baraka Islamic Bank’s on-
going commitment to actively
contribute to the development
of the Kingdom’s housing fi-
nance ecosystem, in line with
the Respected Govern-
ment’s direction to
provide sustainable
housing solutions
and enable citizens
to access suitable
housing through stra-
tegic partnerships with
relevant stakeholders.

The “Sale of Resi-
dential Units under
construction” pro-

ramme facilitates
azin Dhaif, Chief

Retail Officer at
Al Baraka Islamic
Bank

the purchase of off-plan resi-
dential units within projects un-
der the Government Land De-
velopment Rights Programme.
This provides beneficiaries with
broader options while enhanc-
ing the efficiency of housing
project delivery in partnership
with the private sector.

Under this addendum, Al Bar-
aka Islamic Bank joins the list
of financial institutions partic-
ipating in financing this type of
unit, supporting faster project
execution and ensuring delivery
in line with the highest quality
standards.

On this occasion, Mr. Mazin
Dhaif, Chief Retail Officer at
Al Baraka Islamic Bank, stat-
ed: “We take pride at Al Baraka
Islamic Bank in continuing to
strengthen our strategic part-
nership with Eskan Bank, which
represents an advanced model

of public-private sec-

tor integration in
supporting the
housing sector

in the King-
dom of Bah-
rain. The
signing of

this ad-
dendum
reflects

? our on-
going

com-

mit-

/ \ ment

to developing innovative financ-
ing solutions that meet citizens’
aspirations and provide them
with greater flexibility in choos-
ing their homes, including the
ability to purchase units prior
to completion within approved
housing projects.”

He added: “We are confident
that this programme will rep-
resent a qualitative addition to
housing finance initiatives by
expanding access to housing
services. At Al Baraka Islamic
Bank, we will continue to of-
fer Sharia-compliant financing
solutions that support urban
development in the Kingdom
and enhance social stability for
citizens.”

Mr. Ebrahim Jassim, Assistant
General Manager - Commer-
cial & Institutional Banking at
Eskan Bank, commented: “This
collaboration with Al
Baraka Islamic !
Bank rep-

resents _ 1

. i ening its contribution to sup-
! porting national initiatives
o+

an im-
portant 5,__.
step
within F“"“
our 2
on-
go-
ing
ef-

forts to develop housing finance
programmes, contributing to
improved project execution
efficiency and expanding the
financing options available to
citizens, enabling them to own
their residential units at early
stages of development.”

He added: “At Eskan Bank, we
are keen to establish effective
partnerships with national fi-
nancial institutions, supporting
the sustainability of the hous-
ing sector and enhancing the
quality of services provided to
citizens. The Sale of Residen-
tial Units Prior to Completion
programme is one of the key
initiatives that contributes to
accelerating housing delivery
and improving project imple-
mentation efficiency.”

This signing reaffirms Al Bar-
aka Islamic Bank’s commitment
to continuing its leading role in
providing integrated Islamic
banking solutions that meet in-
dividual needs, while strength-

and reinforcing its position

4 as a key partner in achieving

sustainable development in
the Kingdom of Bahrain.

Ebrahim Jassim,
Assistant General
Manager - Commercial
& Institutional
. Banking at Eskan
! Bank

Bahrain Bourse announces winners of
2025-2026 TradeQuest Programme

Manama

ahrain Bourse (BHB), a
B licensed exchange by the

Central Bank of Bahrain,
held the awards ceremony for
the 2025-2026 TradeQuest Pro-
gram on Thursday, 30th April
2026. The ceremony celebrated
and recognized participants for
their dedication and outstand-
ing performance throughout
the program, and announced
the top three winning teams of
each category, with the attend-
ance of Sh. Khalifa bin Ebra-
him Al-Khalifa, CEO of Bahrain
Bourse, Her Excellency Suha
Saleh Hamada, Director-Gen-
eral of Schools Affairs at the
Ministry of Education, along-
side various CEOs and senior
representatives from sponsor-
ing organizations, Ministry of
Education officials, and partic-
ipants of the program.

Sh. Khalifa bin Ebrahim
Al-Khalifa, CEO of Bahrain
Bourse stated: “We extend our
sincere congratulations to this
year’s TradeQuest champions.
Their outstanding performance
reflects the high calibre of talent
among our university and high
school students.”

More than 225 students rep-
resenting 20 schools and 10
universities, along with 38 in-
vestment advisors who guided
the students throughout the
program, gathered to celebrate
the outstanding achievements

£

The top three winners

» Winners from the private schools: 1st Place - Ibn Khuldoon National
School, 2nd Place - Al Noor International School, and 3rd Place -
Abdulrahman Kanoo International School.

» Winners from the Government schools: 1st Place - Al Noor Secondary
Girls School, 2nd Place - Sh. Isa bin Ali Secondary Boys School, and 3rd
Place - Sh. Abdulaziz bin Mohamed Al Khalifa Secondary Boys School.

» Winners from the Universities: 1st place - BIBF, 2nd Place - University
of Technology Bahrain, and 3rd Place - Royal University for Women.

of the participating teams.

The private schools included
Abdulrahman Kanoo Interna-
tional School, American School
of Bahrain, Bahrain Bayan
School, British School of Bah-
rain, Al-Hekma International
School, Ibn Khuldoon Nation-
al School, Modern Knowledge
Schools, Al Noor International

School, Shaikha Hessa Girls’
School, and St. Christopher’s
School Bahrain.

The participating government
schools are Sh. Abdulaziz bin
Mohamed Al Khalifa Secondary
Boys School, Ghazi Algosaibi
Secondary Girls School, Hamad
Town Secondary Girls School,
Sh. Isa bin Ali Secondary Boys

School, Sh. Khalifa bin Salman
Institute of Technology, Khaw-
la Secondary Girls School, Sh.
Moza bint Hamad Al Khalifa
Comprehensive Girls School,
Nasser Centre for Science &
Technology, Al Noor Secondary
Girls School, and Saar Second-
ary Girls School.

In addition, 10 universities
took part in this year’s competi-
tion: Ahlia University, American
University of Bahrain, Bahrain
Polytechnic, Bahrain Institute
of Banking & Finance (BIBF),
Euro University of Bahrain, Gulf
University, Royal University for
Women, University of Bahrain,
University of Strathclyde, and
University of Technology Bah-
rain.

Al Salam Bank opens
voting to determine
the distribution of
first BD 1 Million
grand prize

Under “Danat 2026” with the Theme

“Designed by You”
Manama

1 Salam Bank has an-

nounced the opening
of voting for clients and the
public to determine how the
first BD 1,000,000 grand prize
will be distributed under the
“Danat 2026” scheme. This
follows the successful conclu-
sion of the Bank’s social me-
dia contest, which witnessed
strong participation from the
public in sharing their ideas
on how the prize should be
allocated.

The engagement campaign
resulted in a wide range of
suggestions, reflecting strong
interest from clients in shap-
ing their savings experience.
Based on audience participa-
tion and engagement, the Bank
has selected the most suggest-
ed proposals, which have now
been shortlisted as the main
4 voting options. With many
surprises awaiting the voters,
participants can now cast their
votes to decide the preferred
distribution method of the first
grand prize, whether it will be
awarded to one winner or di-
vided among multiple winners.

The Bank has invited all cli-
ents to participate in the voting
process through the dedicated
link available in its official In-
stagram bio, highlighting that
this voting phase applies spe-
cifically to the first BD 1 mil-
lion grand prize. Clients will
also have the opportunity to
vote on the distribution of the
remaining three BD 1 million
grand prizes at a later stage.

The launch of the voting
phase reinforces Al Salam
Bank’s commitment to the
“Designed by You” con-
cept, which lies at the core
of the “Danat 2026” scheme.
Through this approach, cli-
ents are no longer limited to
participating in draws, but are
actively involved in deciding

Mohammed Bubhijji- Chief Retail
Banking Officer at Al Salam Bank

how the grand prizes are dis-
tributed, offering a more en-
gaging and innovative banking
experience.

Commenting on this occa-
sion, Mr. Mohammed Buhijji-
Chief Retail Banking Officer
at Al Salam Bank said: “The
voting phase marks a natural
extension of the successful en-
gagement contest we recently
launched, which enabled us to
gather valuable client feedback
and suggestions on how the
first grand prize should be dis-
tributed. By giving clients, the
opportunity to vote on the final
options, we reaffirm our com-
mitment to empowering them
and placing them at the center
of decision-making, ultimately
enhancing their overall experi-
ence and making it more inter-
active and innovative.”

EU bans funding for
certain Chinese solar tech

AFP | Brussels, Belgium

he EU is cutting public

funding to clean tech pro-
jects using certain Chinese
technology that could pose
risks to the bloc’s power grid,
officials said yesterday.

The European Union has in
recent years viewed China’s
dominance of the green tech
sector with increasing suspi-
cion, and fears the 27-country
bloc’s reliance on Chinese sup-
ply as a growing vulnerability.

Brussels has now announced
it is banning EU funding for
Chinese-made inverters. De-
scribed as a “brain” for solar
energy systems, inverters help
connect renewable sources to
the electricity grid.

The ban has been in place
since early April and applies
to new projects -- with some
leeway granted to projects that

have already advanced, an EU
official said.

The policy applies to invert-
ers coming from China, nota-
bly from firms such as Huawei
and Sungrow, but also from
Russia, Iran and North Korea,
the official said.

“Among the most pressing
threats is the risk of disrup-
tion of the EU’s critical infra-
structure by foreign actors,”
said EU spokeswoman Siobhan
McGarry.

“In practice, this could mean
a shutdown, a remote shut-
down, of member states’ net-
works, leading to countrywide
blackouts,” she added. The EU
plans to prioritise inverters
made in Europe, or use suppli-
ers from countries deemed to
be more “like-minded”, such
as Japan, South Korea, the
United States or Switzerland,
the official said.
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UAE missile
warning

he United Arab Emir-
ates issued a mobile
phone alert for a poten-
tial missile attack, nearly a
month into a fragile cease-
fire in the Middle East war.

“Due to the current sit-
uation, potential missile
threats, immediately seek
a safe place in the closest
secure building,” the mes-
sage read.

Authorities said earli-
er that Iran had fired two
drones at a tanker affiliated
with its state oil company
ADNOC in the Strait of Hor-
muz.

Israeli authoritie
ban Jewish
pilgrimage near
Lebanese border

Israeli police warned
people not to defy the
cancellation of a ma-
jor pilgrimage near the
border with Lebanon,
scrapped because of
hostilities with Hezbol-
lah, while local media
reported thousands had
gathered at the site.

The Mount Meron pil-
grimage takes place on
the Lag BaOmer holiday,
when mainly ultra-Or-
thodox Jews throng the
site of the tomb of the
revered second-century
rabbi Shimon Bar Yo-
chai.

“Police will not allow
extremist elements to
turn this sacred place
into a scene of violence,”
a police statement said.

India
launches
Earth
observation
satellite

Xinhua | New Delhi

ndia’s space agency, the

Indian Space Research
Organization (ISRO), on
Sunday launched a private-
ly-developed Earth obser-
vation satellite “Drishti,”
developed by the country’s
space-tech startup “Galax-
Eye.”

The 1SRO posted on X
that it was a significant
milestone in India’s space
journey.

Congratulating the suc-
cessful launch, Indian
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi described it as “a
major achievement in our
space journey.”

A US Apache
helicopter
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US forces destroy six Iran boats, down
missiles and drones: US admiral

AFP | Washington, United States

he United States has de-

stroyed six Iranian boats
and shot down missiles and
drones fired at US Navy and
commercial vessels by Tehran’s
forces, a top US admiral said
Monday.

The military action occurred
as American forces seek to fa-
cilitate the transit of commer-
cial shipping through the Strait
of Hormuz in an effort dubbed
“Project Freedom” that Presi-
dent Donald Trump announced
on Sunday.

AFP | Washington, United States

S guided-missile destroy-
Uers have entered the Gulf as
part of a mission to escort ships
through the vital Strait of Hor-

Tehran denies US sank six Iranian boats: state TV

AFP | Tehran, Iran

ran denied on Monday that
the United States had sunk
Iranian boats, state television

reported, after an American
admiral said US forces had de-
stroyed six vessels.

“The US claim that it sank a

number of Iranian war boats is
false,” a senior Iranian military
official was quoted as saying by
state television.

The military action occurred as American forces seek to

facilitate the transit of commercial shipping through the

Strait of Hormuz in an effort dubbed “Project Freedom”
that President Donald Trump announced on Sunday.

US Apache and Se-
ahawk helicopters
hit “six

Iranian small boats threaten-
ing commercial shipping,” Ad-
miral Brad Cooper, the head of
__— US Central
Command
(CENTCOM), told

journalists.
Us forces also “effectively en-
gaged” all “missiles and drones

that were fired at both us and
the commercial ships,” Cooper
said.

Some cruise missiles were
launched at US Navy ships but
most of them as well as multiple
drones targeted commercial ves-
sels, he said.

“We defended both ourselves

uided-missile destroyers have entered the Gulf

muz waterway, the US military
said on Monday.

The warships “are currently
operating in the Arabian Gulf
after transiting the Strait of

Hormuz in support of Project
Freedom,” Us Central Command
(CENTCOM) said on X, referring
to the operation announced by
President Donald Trump on

Sunday.

“American forces are actively
assisting efforts to restore tran-
sit for commercial shipping,”
CENTCOM said, adding that

and, consistent with our com-
mitment, we defended all the
commercial ships,” Cooper said.

Us and Israeli forces launched
a massive military campaign
against Iran on February 28,
prompting Iran to close the
Strait of Hormuz -- a vital route
for oil and gas exports -- while
American forces later launched
a blockade of Iranian ports.

Iranian state television said
earlier Monday that the coun-
try’s navy had fired cruise mis-
siles, rockets and combat drones
near US destroyers crossing the
strait in what it described as a
“warning shot.”

CENTCOM said that two US
guided-missile destroyers had
passed through the strait into
the Gulf as part of “Project
Freedom,” while two Us-flagged
merchant vessels transited the
opposite way and “are safely
headed on their journey.”

S Apache and Seahawk helicopters hit “six Iranian small boats”

Ion Hormuz

“two US-flagged merchant ves-
sels have successfully transited
through the Strait of Hormuz
and are safely headed on their
journey.”

The Iranian navy said it fired cruise missiles, rockets and combat drones near US destroyers
crossing the Strait of Hormuz on Monday, state television reported.

S President Donald Trump
Uhad announced a plan to
guide ships from neutral coun-
tries out of the Gulf, saying it
was a humanitarian effort to help
their stranded crews.

“For the good of Iran, the Mid-
dle East, and the United States,
we have told these (non-com-
batant) Countries that we will
guide their Ships safely out of
these restricted Waterways,”
Trump posted on Truth Social,
saying operations would begin
on Monday.

Once out, “they will not be
returning until the area becomes
safe for navigation,” Trump add-
ed. US media reported that the
US Navy would not escort ves-
sels through the strait but would
provide guidance on traversing
the narrow seaway. News site

Pakistan facilitates return of
Iranian crew from US-seized ship

AFP | Islamabad, Pakistan

akistan said Monday it had

facilitated the transfer of
22 Iranian crew members
from a US-seized vessel, de-
scribing the move as a “con-
fidence-building measure”
amid fragile diplomatic con-
tacts between Washington and
Tehran.

The sailors, who had been
held aboard the container ship
Touska, were flown into Is-
lamabad late Sunday and were
due to be handed over to Ira-

nian authorities, according to
a statement from Pakistan’s
foreign ministry.

The handover follows a
tense maritime standoff in
the Gulf of Oman, where US
forces intercepted the Irani-
an-flagged vessel.

President Donald Trump
said the ship carried "a gift
from China”, an allegation
Beijing rejected, insisting it
opposed "any malicious asso-
ciation and speculation”.

The vessel itself is expected
to be returned after repairs.

Axios said US ships would be “in
the vicinity” to prevent Iranian
attacks on commercial vessels.

As of April 29, more than
900 commercial vessels were
located in the Gulf, according
to maritime intelligence firm
AXSMarine. In the early hours
of Monday, the British maritime
agency UKMTO also reported an
attack on a tanker off the UAE
with “unknown projectiles”.

Later in the day, the UAE said
Iran had fired drones at a tanker
affiliated with its state-owned oil
giant ADNOC.

Trump in his post said he was
“fully aware that my Represent-
atives are having very positive
discussions with the Country of
Iran, and that these discussions
could lead to something very
positive for all.”

But he made no direct mention
of a 14-point plan that Tehran
said it put forward last week to
end the war.

Trump declined on Sunday to
specify what could trigger new
US military action.

But in his post on the Hormuz
plan he said that “if in any way,
this Humanitarian process is in-
terfered with, that interference
will, unfortunately, have to be
dealt with forcefully”.

Treasury Secretary Scott Bes-
sent said the US naval blockade
was only part of a broader eco-
nomic embargo.

“We are suffocating the re-
gime, and they are not able to
pay their soldiers,” he told Fox
News. “This is a real economic
blockade, and it is in all parts of
government.”

US media reported that the US Navy would not escort vessels through the strait but would pro-
vide guidance on traversing the narrow seaway. News site Axios said US ships would be “in the

vicinity” to prevent Iranian attacks on commercial vessels.

Hezbollah says fighters clashed with Israeli troops in south Lebanon

AFP | Beirut, Lebanon

anon near the border where

I I ezbollah said its forces the troops are still operating,
clashed with Israeli sol- despite a ceasefire since April 17.

diers on Monday in south Leb-

Hezbollah said in a statement

that after Israeli troops attempt-
ed to advance near the town of
Deir Seryan -- which is inside
the Israeli-declared “yellow

line” where Lebanese residents
have been told not to return
-- its fighters “opened fire on
the enemy force and engaged in

heavy clashes with them”.

The Israeli military confirmed
there were clashes with Hezbol-
lah fighters in south Lebanon.
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NATO chief says Europeans have ‘gotten
message’ from Trump on defence

AFP | Yerevan, Armenia

Europeans have “heard”
US President Donald
Trump’s message of frustra-
tion over the Iran war and

are “stepping up”, NATO [ ;

chief Mark Rutte said yes-
terday after Washington

announced it would with- [,

draw 5,000 troops from
Germany.

“European leaders
have gotten the
message.
They

heard the message loud and
clear;” Rutte said before talks
with European leaders in
Armenia, ac-
knowledg-
ing “dis-
appoint-
me nt
on the
Us side”
> faced with
European
allies’ resist-
ance to join-
ing the war.
“Europeans

are stepping up, a
bigger role for Eu-
rope and a strong-

Israel military says army on high alert after US downs missiles

AFP | Jerusalem, Undefined

after a US admiral said forces destroyed
n Israeli military official said yester- six Iranian boats and shot down missiles.
“The IDF (Israeli military) is closely
alert and was monitoring the situation monitoring the situation and remains on

day that the army remained on high

er NATO,” Rutte insisted ahead
of a European Political Com-
munity meeting dominated
by the twin security threats
posed by the Ukraine and
Middle East wars.

“We have seen all these
countries now participating
with their bilateral agree-
ments making sure that when
it comes to basing requests
and all the logistical support,”
Rutte said.

EU top diplomat Kaja Kallas
called the announcement’s
“timing” a “surprise”.

“T think it shows that we
have to really strengthen the
European pillar in NATO, and

we have to really do more,”
Kallas said, while stressing
that “American troops are not
in Europe only for protecting
European interests, but also
American interests.”
“Europeans are taking their
destiny into their own hands,
increasing their defence and

1912

Columbia University approves

plans to award the Pulitzer Prize

in several categories, after es-

tablishment by Joseph Pulitzer

TRUMP SAID ON HIS TRUTH SOCIAL PLATFORM

AS OIL PRICES JUMPED OVER THE RENEWED
HOSTILITIES.

security spending,-and-build
ing their own common solu-
tions,” French President Em-
manuel Macron said.

“We have to step up our mil-
itary capabilities to be able to
defend and protect ourselves,”
EU chief Ursula von der Leyen
told reporters.

high alert... our air defence systems and
offensive capabilities remain at a high
state of readiness,” the official said in a
statement sent to AFP.

Seahawk

helicopters

28

As of April 29, more than

900 commercial vessels
were located in the Gulf,

Trump says ‘no damage’ from Iran’s Hormuz strikes, except for S Korean ship

Destroyers deployed

in the Arabian Gulf
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Modern US Navy destroyers—especially the
Arleigh Burke-class destroyer—are equipped
with the Aegis Combat System, which allows

them to track and engage multiple threats
simultaneously, including aircraft, ships, ans
. ballistic missiles.
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US Navy destroyers carry the Tomahawk cruise missile,
which can strike targets over 1,500 km away with high
precision from the sea. These missiles are launched
from the Mk 41 Vertical Launch System (VLS), allowing
a single destroyer to carry dozens of missiles for dif-
ferent missions—from land attack to air defence.

The Fars news agency had earlier reported that Iran hit a
US warship with missiles, a claim that CENTCOM immedi-

ately denied

Yesterday afternoon, CENTCOM said “guided-missile destroyers are

r

TRUMP POSTED ON TRUTH SOCIAL

currently operating” in the Gulf, having transited Hormuz
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US says Rubio to discuss Mideast in Vatican visit

AFP | Washington, United States

he United States confirmed
Monday that Secretary of
State Marco Rubio will vis-
it Rome this week, saying he
will discuss the Middle East in

the wake of President Donald
Trump’s criticism of Pope Leo
XI1V. The Vatican earlier an-
nounced that Rubio would meet
privately with the pontiff on
Thursday, with an Italian source

telling AFP he would also see
Italian officials and had sought
a meeting with Prime Minister
Giorgia Meloni.

In a brief statement, the State
Department confirmed that Ru-

bio would travel to Rome from
Wednesday through Friday.
“Secretary Rubio will meet
with Holy See leadership to dis-
cuss the situation in the Middle
East and mutual interests in the

Western Hemisphere,” the State
Department said.

“Meetings with Italian coun-
terparts will be focused on
shared security interests and
strategic alignment.”

1915

RMS Lusitania is sunk by a
German submarine off the
southern coast of Ireland,

with 1,198 lives lost
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Moldova is a Europe-
an success story in
the making.

Today we reaffirmed
our support:

A 1.9bn Growth Plan
that is delivering.

And an EU path that’s
increasingly credible.

You can count on Eu-
rope’s full support, dear

@sandumaiamd.

@vonderleyen

We’re very close to a
new breakthrough
in science. Clinical trials
for new tuberculosis #TB
vaccines remain on track,
and will deliver efficacy
results within the next
two years showing how
well the vaccines work.
TB is still the world’s
deadliest infectious dis-
ease, yet no new vaccine
has been approved in
over 100 years.
As these clinical trials
proceed, we need to
ensure that the novel TB
vaccines, will be availa-
ble equitably across the
world to meet the global
target of reducing new
cases by 80% by 2030.
@DrTedros

03

am immensely proud
that Anga, Banga, and
Kalinga—these three pil-
lars—have chosen the BJP
for the grand campaign
of developed India and
placed their trust in the
NDA.
@narendramodi

Disclaimer: (Views expressed
by columnists are personal and
need not necessarily reflect our

editorial stance)
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MK Stalin of Tamil
Nadu lost his seat in
major electoral shock

® Assam Chief
Minister Himanta Biswa
Sarma celebrated a
“hat-trick” of wins

AFP | Kolkata, India

endra Modi claimed a “re- |

Indian Prime Minister Nar-

cord” victory yesterday in
key elections in opposition-held
West Bengal state after offi-

cial trends and partial results |

showed a thumping majority for
his Hindu nationalist party.

Votes were still being counted

under tight security in the state
of more than 100 million people,
one of five states and territories
that held elections in April and
May where results were also
being announced on Monday.

The results should put Modi
on a stronger footing while he
battles a series of economic
and foreign policy challenges,
including high unemployment
rates and a pending US trade
deal, ahead of a general election
in 2029

In keenly fought West Bengal,
where Modi’s Bharatiya Janata
Party (BJP) has never won be-
fore, the party was leading in 156
of the 293 seats and had won 48
others, according to the Election
Commission of India.

“The 2026 West Bengal As-

WOrld

In Kerala, the Congress party-led alliance ousted the ruling Communists

India’s Prime Minister and Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP) leader Narendra Modi (2L) waves to supporters as he arrives at

party headquarters in New Delhi

sembly Elections will be re-
membered forever,” Modi said
on social media. “People’s power
has prevailed and BJP’s politics
of good governance has tri-
umphed.”

“BJP’s record win in West Ben-
gal would not be possible with-
out the efforts and struggles of
countless Karyakartas (workers)
over generations,” Modi said.

Senior party leaders and thou-
sands of supporters celebrated
on the streets of the state capital
Kolkata, joyously swaying to vic-
tory tunes.

The BJP, the ruling party in the

v iy

national parliament, waged an
aggressive campaign to dislodge
the powerful regional party of
firebrand leader Mamata Ba-
nerjee, in power in West Bengal
since 2011.

Scuffles broke out outside
several counting centres in the
state, and police used batons to
control the crowd. Past elections
have resulted in violence.

This campaign was marked by
protests over the removal of mil-
lions of names from voter rolls,
billed as removing ineligible vot-
ers but which critics said was
skewed against marginalised and

minority com-
munities.

‘New face’

Veteran
politician
MK Stalin,
chief min-
ister of
the south-
ern state
of Tamil
Nadu, lost his
seat in anoth-
er major electoral
shock.
Stalin’s ruling

P,

Dravida Munnetra Kazhagam

.# (DMK) came a distant second
"% behind a party floated by the

actor-turned politician C. Jo-

.+ seph Vijay.

Vijay, 51, one of India’s most
bankable actors, launched his
TVK party in 2024 on the plank
of youth employment and good
governancein Tamil Nadu, a key
industrial hub with more than
80 million people.

Results showed that Stalin, 73,
had lost in his Kolathur strong-
hold to TVK’s V.S. Babu.

The trends indicated a sur-
prise result for TVK in a
state where most
exit polls had
suggested Sta-
¢ lin’s DMK would

return to power.

“This result

(in Tamil Nadu)
shows that the
youth want a new
3 face. It is not just
it I’ anti-incumben-
| cy,” politi-

{ cal scien-
] tist Ramu
b

- ¥

Maniva-
nan told
AFP.
“Vijay as an
actor has a large
female fan base as

a cinema star. All that
has influenced the out-

_we,” Manivanan said.

In neighbouring Kerala, the
Congress party-led alliance
ousted the ruling Communists,
bagging 63 out of 97 seats.

Congress leader Rahul Gandhi
thanked the people of Kerala for

Modi celebrates ‘record’ win in
opposition-held West Bengal

a “truly decisive mandate”.

He also heaped praise on party
workers for ensuring a “hard-
fought, well-run campaign”.

The BJP returned to power in
the northeastern state of Assam
and in the small coastal territory
of Puducherry, where it was a
part of the ruling coalition.

Assam Chief Minister Him-
anta Biswa Sarma celebrated a
“hat-trick” of wins in the state
of more than 31 million after the
BJP sealed victory for the third
successive time.

India conducts the
world’s largest dem-
ocratic exercise, with

over 900 million eligi-

ble voters participating

in elections to the Lok

Sabha, overseen by the

Election Commission of
India.

Voting is done using
Electronic Voting
Machines (EVMs), and
elections are often held
in multiple phases to
manage the country’s
vast size and popula-
tion.

Two dead after car ploughs into people

in Germany’s Leipz

‘.\Itﬁ

ig: mayor

Members of the emergency services work at the scene where a car ploughed into people on a street leaving at least two
dead and several injured, in the city centre in Leipzig, eastern Germany

Leipzig, Germany

Acar ploughed into people
on a street Germany's east-
ern city of Leipzig yesterday,
leaving at least two dead and
several injured, authorities said.

The driver was arrested af-
ter the vehicle careered from a
main square down a major city
centre street, close to historic
sites.

Leipzig mayor Burkhard
Jung confirmed two people had
died, adding: "We still don't re-
ally know the motivation. We

don’t know anything about the
perpetrator.”

Leipzig fire service chief Axel
Schuh also gave a death toll of
two.

Two people were also seri-
ously injured and two others
were "affected,” he said.

Police said in a post on X that
the car ploughed into people on
Grimmaische street and then
"fled the scene”.

But they later arrested the
driver, adding that "there is cur-
rently no further danger from
him”.

Police deployed in large num-
bers along with firefighters,
emergency medical personnel
and two helicopters.

Germany has faced a string of
car-ramming attacks in recent
years.

In December 2024, at least
six people were killed and hun-
dreds wounded in a car-ram-
ming attack on the Christmas
market in the eastern city of
Magdeburg.

There have also been sim-
ilar attacks in Munich and
Berlin.

Passenger jet clips lamppost,
truck while landing at Newark

AFP | New York, United States

United Airlines jet with

231 passengers and crew
escaped a major disaster Sun-
day after one of its wheels
clipped a lamppost and truck
on a highway while on fi-
nal approach to land in New
Jersey.

Federal Aviation Administra-
tion (FAA) officials said the Boe-
ing 767 landed safely at Newark
Liberty International Airport
after arriving from Venice, Italy,
and the agency would investi-
gate the incident.

A preliminary investigation
from New Jersey State Police
said "while a United Airlines
Aircraft was approaching the
runway, a landing tire and the
underside of the plane collided
with a pole and a tractor-trail-
er.”

"The pole then struck a Jeep”
that was also traveling the high-
way, state police said.

No injuries were reported
on the plane, and the delivery
truck driver was taken to the
hospital with minor injuries
and released, the Port Authority
of New York and New Jersey
said in a statement.

United Airlines flight 169 was
carrying 221 passengers and 10
crew members when the inci-
dent on a section of road near
the airport runways occurred
around 2 p.m. local time on
Sunday.

The H&S Bakery truck "was
unscathed” but "the wheel of
the commercial plane crashed
into the driver’s window,” ac-
cording to Chuck Paterakis, a
senior vice president for the
company, who added "the truck
driver suffered small cuts from
the incident.”

Paterakis also told TV broad-

caster ABC everybody in the
incident was very fortunate "be-
cause it could have been the
opposite of what happened, and
a little help from God went a
long way tonight for everybody
on the plane, and including the
driver.”

United Airlines said in a
statement it plans to "conduct
a rigorous flight safety investi-
gation into the incident and our
crew has been removed from
service as part of this process.”

Aircraft manufacturer Boeing
did not immediately respond to
AFP’s request for comment.
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@ Excluding east
Jerusalem, more than
500,000 Israelis live in
the occupied West Bank

AFP | Ramallah, Palestinian Territories

he European Union will

I soon launch a programme
to support Palestinians
facing Israeli settler violence
in the occupied West Bank, the
Palestinian Authority and the EU
office in Jerusalem said Monday.

"In coordination with the
government, the European Un-
ion will launch a programme to
support victims of settler terror-
ism,” Palestinian prime minister
Mohammad Mustafa said in a
statement.

"It's a project that the EU is
developing with local and inter-
national NGOs with the aim of
documenting attacks on Pales-
tinians by violent Israeli settlers
and to support the communities
that are victims of such attacks,” pef ="
the office of the EU representa- T

tive in the Palestinian Territories  palestinians inspect the debris of a demolished ho

told AFP.

Hebron

Russia declares May 9 truce,
threatens attack if Ukraine breaks it

AFP | Moscow, Russia

Russia yesterday declared
a unilateral ceasefire with
Ukraine between May 8-9,
when Moscow marks its an-
nual World War 11 Victory Day
commemorations, and threat-
ened a “massive missile strike”
on Kyiv if Ukraine violated it.

Russian President Vladimir
Putin first proposed the truce
last week, during a phone call
with US counterpart Donald
Trump.

Ukraine said last week it
would seek details from Wash-
ington about the offer.

“In accordance with a de-
cision of the Supreme Com-
mander-in-Chief of the Rus-
sian Armed Forces, Vladimir

Putin, a ceasefire has been
declared from May 8-9, 2026
... We hope that the Ukrainian
side will follow suit,” the Rus-
sian defence ministry said in a
post on state-backed messag-
ing app MAX.

“If the Kyiv regime attempts
toimplement its criminal plans
to disrupt the celebration of
the 81st anniversary of Victo-
ry in the Great Patriotic War,
the Russian Armed Forces will
launch a retaliatory, massive
missile strike on the center
of Kyiv.”

“We warn the civilian pop-
ulation of Kyiv and employees
of foreign diplomatic missions
of the need to leave the city
promptly,” it added.

Mother convicted for locking up
daughter in Germany

AFP | Berlin, Germany

German woman convict-

ed of keeping her young
daughter locked up at home
for years was sentenced to five
years in prison yesterday.

The woman, who had kept
her daughter confined to the
home of the girl’s grandpar-
ents, was found guilty of kid-
napping, abduction of a minor
and mistreatment of a vulner-
able person, according to a
court spokeswoman.

The grandmother was giv-
en a two-year suspended sen-
tence for the same charges,
while the grandfather also re-
ceived a suspended sentence
as an accomplice.

The girl, who is now 11 years
old, was kept locked up for
about seven years in the town
of Attendorn in the Sauerland
region of western Germany

before being freed in Septem-
ber 2022.

The girl received neither
schooling nor medical care
during that time, according to
prosecutors, who said the girl
suffered severe developmen-
tal problems as a result of the
isolation.

According to the indictment,
the mother fabricated a sto-
ry claiming she had moved to
Ttaly with her daughter, and
severed all contact with the
child’s father.

The grandparents alleg-
edly helped by running er-
rands and spreading the false
claims that the child was in
Italy.

“The girl’s family was part of
the community,” a resident of
Attendorn told public broad-
caster ARD, adding that it was
“incredible that no one no-
ticed”.

Age
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EU to launch programme to aid
Palestinians facing settler violence

—_ i

use that was built without a permit, in the village of al-Dirat near Yatta town in the occupied West Bank city of

A source at the office add-
ed that the project, led by civil
society organisations and sup-
ported by the EU, "will provide
protective presence and protec-
tive equipment such as fences to
Palestinian communities facing
attacks from settlers”.

The programme is expect-
ed to be finalised within a few
months, and its budget should
be "around six million euros”,
the source added.

Settler violence has long been
an issue, and has only increased
as settlements expand in the
West Bank.

Rural communities are most
vulnerable due to their isolation,
with beatings, damaged crops,
cattle theft and arson reported
almost daily.

There has been a spike in

~ deadly attacks by Israeli settlers
. in the occupied West Bank since

the start of the Iran war on Feb-

. ruary 28, Palestinian officials

and the United Nations have
said. Excluding east Jerusalem,
more than 500,000 Israelis live
in the occupied West Bank in
settlements that are illegal under
international law, among some
three million Palestinians.

What is hantavirus, and can it spread between humans?

AFP | Paris, France

hree people have died

I after a suspected out-

break of hantavirus on

board a cruise ship sailing

between Argentina and Cape
Verde.

So far, one case of the po-
tentially deadly virus has been
confirmed, according to the
World Health Organization,
which stressed that the risk to
the public remains low.

However, the suspected
outbreak has raised questions
over whether the virus, which
is normally spread by contact
with rodents, is being transmit-
ted between humans.

Virginie Sauvage, the head
of France’s National Reference
Centre for Hantaviruses, told
AFP in an interview that iden-
tifying the specific strain will
provide crucial insight into
what happened on the ship.

How common are
hantaviruses?

These viruses are found all
over the world, with infections
occurring year-round. For ex-
ample, China, Russia and South
Korea report several thousand
cases a year.

In the Americas, Finland and

France, there are several hun-
dred cases annually.

Only certain strains of han-
taviruses found exclusively in
rodents -- rats, mice, and voles
-- are transmitted to humans.

How dangerous are they?

Hantaviruses are split into
two groups: viruses from the
old world (Europe, Asia, Af-
rica) and those from the new
world (North, Central and
South America).

For old world viruses, the
mortality rate can be as high
as 14 percent. However, in de-
veloped nations such as France,
fatal cases are extremely rare
and mainly affect people with
pre-existing health conditions.

Some cases are asympto-
matic or limited to body aches,
an upset stomach and a mild
cough. But rare cases can in-
clude kidney problems that can
develop into acute but reversi-
ble renal failure.

In contrast, the lethality of
new world viruses can exceed
40 percent. These cases can
rapidly spread to lungs, leading
to breathing issues or some-
times heart problems.

What is the treatment?

The faster e

people receive treatment, the
better their prognosis.

Because there is no specific
treatment for hantavirus, in-
stead doctors aim to manage
the symptoms.

If the virus severely affects
the lungs, oxygen therapy in
an intensive care unit may be
necessary.

People who work in particu-
lar industries, such as forestry
or farming, are particularly at
risk.

Like any infection, the most
at risk are the elderly, those
with weaker immune systems,
and people with pre-existing
health problems.

Is it contagious?

It is still unknown whether
this was an outbreak of the An-
des virus. This is the only strain
for which there are confirmed
cases of human-to-human
transmission, but this required
close and prolonged contact
-- for example, within a family.

Humans are mainly infected
by inhaling aerosols contami-
nated by the saliva, droppings
or urine of animals or through
direct contact with faeces, or

via bites or scratches.

For the cruise ship, there are
two possible scenarios: hu-
man-to-human transmission
or isolated infections before
people boarded, for example if
they took a trip together.

What could sequencing
reveal?

Sequencing the virus from
an infected passenger on the
ship will identify what strain
of hantavirus is involved.

Because the ship left from
Ushuaia in southern Argentina,
the Andes virus is suspected
because it circulates there.

However, if it is a different
new world strain, for example
one called Sin Nombre, which
only circulates in North Amer-
ica, contamination in South
America can be ruled out.

If a new world hantavirus
is being transmitted between
humans on this ship, that
would be unprecedented, to
my knowledge.

Hantavirus Pulmonary Syndrome
often begins with flu-like
symptoms—fever, fatigue, and
muscle aches—but can rapidly
progress within days to severe
breathing problems as fluid builds
up in the lungs.

S M . v Y 1T T

neral view of the cruise ship MV Hondius stationary off the port of Praia, t

he capital of Cape Verde
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Fujairah Drone Strike

Injures Three Indians

Fire broke out
after the strike

® UAE said the attack
originated from Iran

Foreign Ministry
condemned it as a
“serious escalation.”

hree Indian nation-

als were injured in

a drone attack on

an industrial zone
in Fujairah, authorities and the
Indian Embassy in the UAE said
on Monday, as regional tensions
escalated further.

The Indian mission said it had
been in contact with local au-
thorities to ensure the injured
received medical care and sup-
port. The condition of the three
men, who were taken to hospital,
was not immediately disclosed.

In a separate statement, the
Fujairah Media Office said the
men sustained moderate injuries
in the strike, which triggered a
fire at the Fujairah Oil Indus-
try Zone (F01z). Emergency and

Iran accused

Civil Defence teams were de-
ployed to the site and worked to
contain the blaze.

Officials said the fire broke out
following a drone strike origi-
nating from Iran, describing it
as part of a developing situation
affecting oil facilities in the area.

The UAE Ministry of Foreign
Affairs strongly condemned the
attacks, which it said targeted
civilian facilities using missiles
and drones and resulted in inju-
ries to foreign nationals.

The ministry described the
incident as a “serious escalation”
and an “unacceptable act of ag-

of repeated

destabilising actions

he Gulf Coopera-
tion Council (GCC)
strongly con-

demned “blatant Iranian
attacks” targeting the Unit-
ed Arab Emirates, calling
them a serious escalation
that threatens regional se-
curity and stability.

GCC Secretary-General
Jasem Mohamed Albudaiwi
said the council “strongly
condemns and denounces”
the incidents, describing
them as a clear violation of a
member state’s sovereignty
and a dangerous escalation in
the region.

He said the targeting of the
UAE was “unacceptable under
all standards” and reflected a
pattern of escalation that dis-
regards international law and
the principles of good neigh-
bourly relations.

Albudaiwi urged the inter-

national community to assume
its responsibilities to halt what
he called repeated Iranian at-
tacks and to take urgent action
to stop “irresponsible behav-
iour” that undermines regional
and international peace and
security.

The Gcc did not provide
further details on the alleged
incidents.

gression”, adding that it posed a
direct threat to the UAE’s security
and stability. It also stated that
the attacks violated internation-
al law and the United Nations
Charter.

Remote Learning

In arelated development, UAE
authorities announced precau-
tionary measures in response to
heightened regional tensions,
including missile interception
alerts earlier in the day.

The Ministry of Education
later confirmed a temporary
shift to distance learning for all

nurseries, public and private
schools, and staff, from Tuesday,
May 5 until Friday, May 8, 2026.
The move was described as a
precautionary step to ensure
student safety while monitoring
the evolving situation.

Schools had initially informed
parents that normal operations
would continue, but the deci-
sion was later revised as the
security situation developed.

The UAE had repeatedly
called for restraint amid ris-
ing regional tensions, warning
against actions that could fur-
ther destabilise the Gulf.

Brussels Warns Iran

he United Arab Emir-

I ates has been targeted

by “vicious” missile

and drone attacks originating

from Iran, according to Europe-

an Commission President Ursu-

lavon der Leyen, who expressed

full solidarity with the UAE and

condemned the strikes as a vio-
lation of international law.

In astatement, von der Leyen
said the UAE was “once again”
hitby attacks and extended sup-
port to President Mohamed bin
Zayed Al Nahyan, the Emirati
people, and regional partners.

“These attacks are unaccept-
able and constitute a clear viola-
tion of sovereignty and interna-
tional law;” she said.

She added that “security in
the region has direct conse-
quences for Europe,” stressing
the need for continued coopera-
tion with international partners.

Von der Leyen, President of
the European Commission, also
said the European Union would

UAE attacks spark Arab warning

The Secretary-General of the
Arab League, Ahmed Aboul
Gheit, strongly condemned re-
newed Iranian attacks against
the United Arab Emirates,
including drone and missile
strikes targeting civilian infra-
structure, according to a state-
ment released by the organi-
sation.

Aboul Gheit also denounced
an attack on an Emirati tanker
in the Strait of Hormuz, as well
as a separate drone strike on
an oil facility in Fujairah. He
said the incidents represented
a “flagrant violation” of inter-
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national law and a ceasefire
arrangement, according to the
statement.

He called for an immediate
halt to all hostile actions at-

tributed to Iran against the UAE
and against maritime traffic in
the Strait of Hormuz. The Arab
League chief held Iran “fully
responsible” for actions he said
threaten international peace
and security.

The remarks were conveyed
by Gamal Roshdy, spokesperson
for the Secretary-General, who
said Aboul Gheit reaffirmed
that Arab national security is
indivisible. He also expressed
“full solidarity” with the UAE
and support for any measures
it takes to protect its security
and territorial integrity.

work closely with partners on
de-escalation efforts and pursue
a diplomatic solution aimed at
ending what she described as
the Iranian leadership’s “brutal
actions,” both against neigh-
bouring states and its own pop-
ulation.

The statement comes amid
heightened regional tensions
and renewed concerns over
spillover effects on broader
Middle East security.

Qatar Rejects
“Bargaining Chip” Use
of Strait of Hormuz

atar strongly con-

demned the Iranian

attack targeting an
Emir®s oil tanker affiliat-
ed with ADNOC while it was
transiting the Strait of Hor-
muz, calling it a violation of
international law and mari-
time navigation rules.

In a statement, the Qatari
Ministry of Foreign Affairs
said the vessel was struck
by two drones as it passed
through the strategic water-
way. It described the incident
as a “flagrant breach” of in-
ternational law and UN Secu-
rity Council Resolution 2817.

The ministry renewed Qa-
tar’s rejection of using the
Strait of Hormuz as a “bar-
gaining chip,” urging that the
key shipping route be kept

open without conditions. It
stressed that freedom of nav-
igation in the strait is a “fun-
damental principle” that can-
not be compromised, warning
that any continued disruption
would threaten the vital in-
terests of regional states.

Qatar also called for an
end to what it described as
“unjustified attacks” on the
property of neighbouring
countries. It expressed full
solidarity with the United
Arab Emirates and supported
all measures taken by Abu
Dhabi to protect its assets.

The Strait of Hormuz, a
narrow maritime chokepoint
between the Gulf of Oman
and the Arabian Gulf, is a
critical route for global oil
shipments.

UAE slams Iran
strikes as ‘moral

bankruptcy’

nwar Gar-
gash, diplo-
matic adviser

to the UAE president,
on Sunday condemned
dangerous escalation
by Iran following mis-
sile and drone attacks
targeting the United
Arab Emirates, call-
ing the strikes “moral
bankruptcy”.

In a statement
posted on social media,
Gargash said the targeting of
civilians reflected the actions
of a “regime that has chosen
aggression over coexistence”,
adding that such behaviour
would not alter the UAE’s
approach toward regional

relations.

“The UAE’s firm and prin-
cipled position would not be
shaken by the escalation and
would not allow it to shape
the future of relations in the
region,” he said, adding: “Once
again, Iran has miscalculated.”

Jordan backs UAE security

ordan’s Deputy Prime
JMinister and Foreign
Minister Ayman Safadi
condemned “renewed brutal
Iranian attacks” on the United
Arab Emirates, during a phone
call with his Emirati counter-
part.

In the call with UAE Foreign
Minister Abdullah bin Zayed
Al Nahyan, Safadi reaffirmed
Jordan’s “absolute solidarity”
with the UAE, saying the attacks
represented a “dangerous es-
calation” that threatened the
security and stability of the
country and its residents.

He said the strikes constitut-
ed a “blatant violation of inter-
national law and the UN Char-
ter,” according to a statement.

e
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Safadi also reiterated Jor-
dan’s support for any steps the
UAE takes to safeguard its sov-
ereignty, security and stability.
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VACANCIES
AVAILABLE

KENTUCKY has a vacancy for the
occupation of COOK(GENERAL), suit-
ably qualified applicants can con-
tact 36051050 or ssaleh@AMERI-
CANA-FOOD.COM

QUICK ZEBRA SERVICES has a vacancy
for the occupation of CLEANER, suit-
ably qualified applicants can contact
17700211 or hrd@dreamgroup.bh

AMRITSAR PUNJABI DHABA W.L.L has
a vacancy for the occupation of VAC-
CINATOR, suitably qualified applicants
can contact 35398967 or surinders-
ingh1304@gmail.com

INTEGRATED FACILITY MANAGEMENT
W.L.L has a vacancy for the occupation
of CLEANER, suitably qualified appli-
cants can contact 17400407 or prof-
fice@almoayyedcg.com

ELREF ELMASREY RESTAURANT W.L.L
has a vacancy for the occupation of
WORKER(MAINTENANCEW).GENERAL,
suitably qualified applicants can con-
tact 36663334 or MAADHSALEH87@
GMAIL.COM

ATHERLAND CONTRACTING CO. WLL
has a vacancy for the occupation of
CARPENTER (GENERAL), suitably qual-
ified applicants can contact 39722232
or almohin111@hotmail.com

ARABIAN GULF CAPITAL B.S.C CLOSED
has a vacancy for the occupation of
DEPUTY ~ MANAGER(INVESTMENT),
suitably qualified applicants can con-
tact 33554001 or ACCOUNTS@3YZ.
COM

ZUTOIW.L.L has a vacancy for the occu-
pation of SALESMAN, suitably qualified
applicants can contact 39246745 or zu-
toi.bah@gmail.com

SUPREME COPPER W.LL has a va-
cancy for the occupation of ROLLING
MILL OPERATOR (NON-FERROUS), suit-
ably qualified applicants can contact
36989394 or ORUZ.ZAMAN@GMAIL.
COM

BLUE WING SALON has a vacancy
for the occupation of BARBER, suit-
ably qualified applicants can contact
39042284 or ABBASHELAL94@GMAIL.
COM

AYWA PUBLICITY AND ADVERTISING
W.L.L has a vacancy for the occupation
of MACHINE OPERATOR, suitably qual-
ified applicants can contact 36638878
or AYWA. ADV@GMAIL.COM

NASS MECHANICAL CONTRACTING
COMPANY W.L.L. has a vacancy for the
occupation of RIGGER, suitably quali-
fied applicants can contact 17725522
or yousif@aanass.net

GULF PEARL HOTEL has a vacancy for
the occupation of WAITER (HOTEL),
suitably qualified applicants can con-
tact 17000033 or millionairehospitali-
ty@gmail.com

A.SHAHEED ISA MOHAMED SARHAN /
ABUALESH - 8465 has a vacancy for the
occupation of SEAMAN, suitably quali-
fied applicants can contact 17700744 or
habibsaeed@hotmail.com

JAFFAR  EBRAHIM  MOHSIN AL
MUATHEN BAHRAINI PARTNERSHIP
CO has a vacancy for the occupation
of FISHMONGER, suitably qualified ap-
plicants can contact 17554762 or jaffar-
1969bh@hotmail.com

NASS MECHANICAL CONTRACTING
COMPANY W.L.L. has a vacancy for the
occupation of SAFETY OFFICER, suit-
ably qualified applicants can contact
17725522 or yousif@aanass.net

MANDAN WAZIRSTAN CONSULTANCY
W.LL has a vacancy for the occupa-
tion of OFFICE WORKER HELPER, suit-
ably qualified applicants can contact
34540232 or SHEHARYARMNS123@
GMAIL.COM

LAMNARMDA COMPANY W.LL has a
vacancy for the occupation of OFFICE
WORKER HELPER, suitably qualified
applicants can contact 39238561 or
DDKK44445@GMAIL.COM

AL HAFIZ ELECTRONICES W.L.L has a
vacancy for the occupation of TECHNI-
CIAN, suitably qualified applicants can

contact 35913202 or MRMJANNATUL@
GMAIL.COM

TURBO LINE GARAGE has a vacancy
for the occupation of MECHANICAL
HELPER, suitably qualified applicants
can contact 37388998 or ALKALDI_-@
HOTMAIL.COM

GROOMED GUYS SALON W.L.L has a
vacancy for the occupation of BARBER,
suitably qualified applicants can con-
tact 33259808 or USMANASIF432@
YAH00.COM

Mechanical Contracting & Services
Company W.LL has a vacancy for the
occupation of RIGGER, suitably quali-
fied applicants can contact 36937988
or MCSC@MCSCWLL.COM

MALIK BAKERY has a vacancy for the
occupation of BREAD BAKER, suit-
ably qualified applicants can contact
33335079 or MALAIKA_IQ@YAHOO.
COM

OMAR AL HAYAT CONTRACTING has
a vacancy for the occupation of CON-
STRUCTION WORKER, suitably quali-
fied applicants can contact 35457897
or TAHIRMAHMOODO788@GMAIL.COM

APEX FUND SERVICES BAHRAIN WLL
has a vacancy for the occupation of
MANAGER (ACCOUNTS AND FINANCE),
suitably qualified applicants can con-
tact 37111326 or bh_admin@apex-
group.com

FLORA CONTRACTING MAINTENANCE
SERVICES W.L.L has a vacancy for the
occupation of WORKER(CONSTRUC-
TION).GENERAL, suitably qualified ap-
plicants can contact 17623882 or ac-
counts@florabh.com

EPEQUIP CO. W.L.L has a vacancy for
the occupation of MANAGER (PROJ-
ECT), suitably qualified applicants can
contact 17210071 or PHILIPPEVER-
DEURE@SARENS.COM

Cheema Boutique has a vacancy for
the occupation of SALESMAN, suit-
ably qualified applicants can contact
33268625 or MUHAMMADJAHAN-
GIR206@GMAIL.COM

RAJPOT BAKERY has a vacancy for the
occupation of BAKER(GENERAL), suit-
ably qualified applicants can contact
39888023 or chshafig581@gamil..com

MAMA JOZ PIZZA W.I has a vacan-
cy for the occupation of CHEF, suit-
ably qualified applicants can contact
38187050 or info@mamajoz.com

OMASI GENERAL TRADING has a va-
cancy for the occupation of SALES
SUPERVISOR (RETAIL TRADE), suit-
ably qualified applicants can contact
36020906 or YASSER..BH@ICLOUD.
COM

MONTE ROSA W.LL has a vacancy
for the occupation of WAITER, suit-
ably qualified applicants can contact
33334452 or BLACK-WINGS2022@
HOTMAIL.COM

AlMasaood Co. - Foreign Branch has a
vacancy for the occupation of TECHNI-
CIAN(MAINTENANCE), suitably quali-
fied applicants can contact 69990030
or  FATEMA_ALMALKI@MASAOOD.
COM

FANTASTIC FIXERS REAL ESTATE
CO W.LL has a vacancy for the occu-
pation of OFFICE WORKER HELPER,
suitably qualified applicants can con-
tact 33368677 or GANESH.SHIKARL@
GMAIL.COM

TRIPLE STAR CAFETERIA has a vacan-
cy for the occupation of WAITER, suit-
ably qualified applicants can contact
35458536 or Hamadraja2005@gmail.
com

AMERICAN  INTERNATIONAL  CON-
TRACTORS (SPECIAL PROJECTS), INC.
BAHR has a vacancy for the occupation
of MANAGER (PROJECT), suitably quali-
fied applicants can contact 17532326 or
A KURIAN@AICI.COM.EG

ALEA WORLD CONTRUCTION has a
vacancy for the occupation of CON-
STRUCTION WORKER, suitably quali-
fied applicants can contact 39669225
or SAATI-2002@HOTMAIL.COM

occupation of MASON, suitably quali-
fied applicants can contact 17226618 or
ACKR007@GMAIL.COM

TITOLO INTERIOR DESIGNING AND
TRADING W.LL has a vacancy for
the occupation of ELECTRICIAN, suit-
ably qualified applicants can contact
33322255 or HUSSAINALHAMAR@
GMAIL.COM

WALID FATEH COMPANY W.L.L has a
vacancy for the occupation of WORK-
ER(MAINTENANCEW).GENERAL,  suit-
ably qualified applicants can contact
35172145 or WALIDBAHRAINIO15@
GMAIL.COM

MONISH CONSTRUCTION W.LL has
a vacancy for the occupation of CON-
STRUCTION WORKER, suitably quali-
fied applicants can contact 33664969
or ANANTHMONISH@GMAIL.COM

CLAY JAPANESE-PERUVIAN RESTAU-
RANT W.L.L has a vacancy for the oc-
cupation of RECEPTIONIST (GENERAL),
suitably qualified applicants can con-
tact 17742080 or hussein@themeatco.
com

Danway Electrical & Mechanical Engi-
neering L.L.C has a vacancy for the oc-
cupation of ELECTRICIAN, suitably qual-
ified applicants can contact 17297600
or danbahrain@danwayeme.com

PRIME HANDS GLOBAL SERVICES BAH-
RAINI PARTNERSHIP COMPANY has a
vacancy for the occupation of OFFICE
HELPER, suitably qualified applicants
can contact 33063730 or FK3555988@
GMAIL.COM

AL FAROOJ FOOD STUFFS has a va-
cancy for the occupation of SALES-
MAN, suitably qualified applicants can
contact 39460637 or KHAIREYA.ALZ-
AYANI@BBKONLINE.COM

ZUHU RESTAURANT W.L.L has a vacan-
cy for the occupation of CLEANER, suit-
ably qualified applicants can contact
33131708 or SURFRAZMB@YAHOO.
COoM

MIRZA AHMED HASAN ALI DALAL has
a vacancy for the occupation of WORK-
ER(SALES), suitably qualified appli-
cants can contact 39894173 or mirza-
dalal6100@gmail.com

RAMSIS ENGINEERING CO. W.L.L has a
vacancy for the occupation of TECHNI-
CIAN, suitably qualified applicants can
contact 17830801 or Abbas@ramsis.
com.bh

RAMSIS ENGINEERING CO. W.L.L has a
vacancy for the occupation of TECHNI-
CIAN, suitably qualified applicants can
contact 17830801 or Abbas@ramsis.
com.bh

RAMSIS ENGINEERING CO. W.L.L has a
vacancy for the occupation of TECHNI-
CIAN, suitably qualified applicants can
contact 17830801 or Abbas@ramsis.
com.bh

shameem akthar ahmed contract-
ing has a vacancy for the occupation
of WORKER(CONSTRUCTION), suit-
ably qualified applicants can contact
33712855 or CHJAVED973@GMAIL.
CoM

RAMSIS ENGINEERING CO. W.L.L has a
vacancy for the occupation of TECHNI-
CIAN, suitably qualified applicants can
contact 17830801 or Abbas@ramsis.
com.bh

MANNAT GOLD W.LL has a vacancy
for the occupation of JEWELRY GOLD-
SMITH (GENERAL), suitably qualified
applicants can contact 77923100 or
info@mannatgold.com

GUARDUS SECURITY CO. W.LL has a
vacancy for the occupation of SECU-
RITY GUARD, suitably qualified appli-
cants can contact 17400407 or HRD@
ALMOAYYEDCG.COM

ALAYED STORES has a vacancy for the
occupation of TAILOR (GENTS), suit-
ably qualified applicants can contact
39440342 or IS.Ap@outlook.COM
BABA FAREED SALOON has a vacancy
for the occupation of BARBER, suit-
ably qualified applicants can contact
17277356 or info@awtadi.com

ALHAMAD CONSTRUCTION & DEVLOP-
MENT CO. W.L.L. has a vacancy for the

ALMOAYYED CLEANING & MAINTE-
NANCE W.LL. has a vacancy for the

occupation of CLEANER, suitably quali-
fied applicants can contact 17400407 or
proffice@almoayyedcg.com

NING TECHNICIAN, suitably qualified
applicants can contact 77904677 or
ZHONGSHU.GAN@JEREH.COM

ALMOAYYED SECURITY has a vacan-
cy for the occupation of SECURITY
GUARD, suitably qualified applicants
can contact 17400407 or proffice@al-
moayyedcg.com

ALKANAFANY ALASLEY W.LL. has a
vacancy for the occupation of KITCH-
EN AIDE, suitably qualified applicants
can contact 17000585 or hrsupport@
alshammarygroup.com

ALSAYEGH JEWELLERY FACTORY has
avacancy for the occupation of SALES-
MAN, suitably qualified applicants can
contact 36727776 or info@alsayegh-
factory.com

GULF CITY CLEANING W.LL has a va-
cancy for the occupation of HEAVY
DRIVER, suitably qualified applicants
can contact 39641612 or yousif@
aanass.net

Security Solutions Co. W.L.L. has a va-
cancy for the occupation of SECURITY
GUARD, suitably qualified applicants
can contact 77996666 or GOVERN-
MENT@MRE.CO

MARIA GULF PEARL TOURS W.L.L has
a vacancy for the occupation of MAR-
KETING EXECUTIVE, suitably qualified
applicants can contact 39588255 or
MARISHEL5695@GMAIL.COM

ARAB BANKING CORPORATION B S
C has a vacancy for the occupation of
VICE PRESIDENT, suitably qualified
applicants can contact 17543000 or
HO.HR@bank-abc.com

SLOVAKIA SERVICES W.L.L has a va-
cancy for the occupation of WORKER(-
CONSTRUCTION), suitably qualified
applicants can contact 17009091 or
SLOVAKIABH2030@GMAIL.COM

DEEKO BAHRAIN W.L.L has a vacancy
for the occupation of TEAM LEADER,
suitably qualified applicants can con-
tact 17458999 or hr.recruitment@dee-
kobahrain.com

GOLDEN TOUCH CLEANING CO. W.L.L
has a vacancy for the occupation of
CLEANER, suitably qualified applicants
can contact 17345150 or raihan@gtc-
bah.com

BROTHERS SHOWROOM FOR SELOND
HAND CAR has a vacancy for the occu-
pation of SALESMAN, suitably qualified
applicants can contact 39877665 or
shaadbinnazar@gmail.com

PROTECTS SECURITY SERVICES has
a vacancy for the occupation of SECU-
RITY GUARD, suitably qualified appli-
cants can contact 17700211 or hrd@
dreamgroup.bh

ARTSY MANU INTERIOR DECORATION
W.L.L has a vacancy for the occupation
of OFFICER (ADMINISTRATIVE), suit-
ably qualified applicants can contact
33424410 or ahmrazal34@gmail.com

SAUDI CABLE COMPANY W.LL has a
vacancy for the occupation of CABLE
JOINTER, suitably qualified applicants
can contact 17702677 or SAYAD.
AHMED@GMAIL.COM

ALSHAEB ROASTERY COMPANY W.L.L
has a vacancy for the occupation of
SALESMAN, suitably qualified appli-
cants can contact 36957260 or ALNAT-
SHEH_MILLS@HOTMAIL.COM

DAR AL OMRAN ABAYA has a vacancy
for the occupation of SALESMAN, suit-
ably qualified applicants can contact
33623890 or WALD_ALNAJDAWI2009@
HOTMAIL.COM

MASHTAN RESTAURANT has a vacan-
cy for the occupation of WAITER, suit-
ably qualified applicants can contact
34340606 or SAYED.ALTAHER33333@
YAHO00.COM

ECO FIBRE BAHRAIN W.L.L has a vacan-
cy for the occupation of MACHINE OP-
ERATOR, suitably qualified applicants
can contact 17715992 or hicpak@
gmail.com

kenz manufature of wooden furniture
umberella and curtains W.L.L. has a
vacancy for the occupation of UPHOL:
STERER, suitably qualified applicants
can contact 17343976 or sameer@
kenzfurnishing.com

Abdulaal Cleaning & Maintenance Com-
pany W.L.L has a vacancy for the occu-
pation of WORKER(MAINTENANCEW).
GENERAL, suitably qualified applicants
can contact 17404101 or SMALACME@
GMAIL.COM

JUFFAIR BOULEVARD HOTEL & SUITES
W.LL has a vacancy for the occupa-
tion of RESTAURANT MANAGER, suit-
ably qualified applicants can contact
35475656 or HR@JUFFAIRBOULE-
VARD.COM

ARADOUS JEWELRY W.L.L has a vacan-
cy for the occupation of PRODUCTION
MANAGER, suitably qualified applicants
can contact 17822550 or Fatimakha-
laf@aradousjwellery.com

TOPNOTCH MANAGEMENT COMPANY
W.L.L has a vacancy for the occupation
of OFFICE ASSISTANT, suitably quali-
fied applicants can contact 38110044
or SSVCD3116@GMAIL.COM

SN COATING FACTORY W.L.L has ava-
cancy for the occupation of WORKER(-
METAL CLEANING), suitably qualified
applicants can contact 33074488 or
SNCOATING@GMAIL.COM

ZAHARA PERFUMES W.LL has a va-
cancy for the occupation of SALES EX-
CUTIVE, suitably qualified applicants
can contact 33878334 or YAHYAALHA-
RAM@GMAIL.COM

SAMI ULLAH CARGO HANDLING W.L.L
has a vacancy for the occupation of
HEAVY DRIVER, suitably qualified ap-
plicants can contact 66346720 or RAA-
JPOOT243@GMAIL.COM

red mountain restaurant has a vacan-
cy for the occupation of WAITER, suit-
ably qualified applicants can contact
38818851 or ALI.2011@LIVE.COM

JEREH GROUP MIDDLE EAST BAHRAIN
Branch of a Foreign Company has a va-
cancy for the occupation of SR PLAN-

SHAMZAY ILYAS INTERIOR DECOR
W.L.L has a vacancy for the occupation
of DECORATOR, suitably qualified appli-
cants can contact 37152892 or AAAH-
MADALI679@GMAIL.COM

AL MAHAAM REPAIR & MAINTENANCE
W.L.L has a vacancy for the occupation
of ELECTRICIAN, suitably qualified ap-
plicants can contact 33610689 or AB-
DOLLRASHEED5210@GMAIL.COM

MOHAMMED EBRAHIM SALIM AL
BOAINAIN / ALWADHEHE 8235 has a
vacancy for the occupation of SEA-
MAN, suitably qualified applicants
can contact 17773367 or ebrahimmo-
hamed609@gmail.com

GULF CITY CLEANING W.LL has a va-
cancy for the occupation of CLEANER,
suitably qualified applicants can con-
tact 39641612 or yousif@aanass.net

GULF CITY CLEANING W.LL has a va-
cancy for the occupation of CLEANER,
suitably qualified applicants can con-
tact 39641612 or yousif@aanass.net

SHEH_MILLS@HOTMAIL.COM

SATARA INTERIOR DECORATION W.L.L
has a vacancy for the occupation of
CLEANER, suitably qualified applicants
can contact 35415746 or MUZAF-
ARIQBALI1@GMAIL.COM

TRENDFULL W.L.L has a vacancy for
the occupation of CHEF, suitably quali-
fied applicants can contact 36311671 or
RAEF@TRENDFULL.NET

Zarood Contracting has a vacancy for
the occupation of ADMINISTRATOR,
suitably qualified applicants can con-
tact 33566335 or info@ZaRooDGROUP.
com

UNIQUE FACILITY SERVICES W.L.L has
avacancy for the occupation of CLEAN-
ER (GENERAL), suitably qualified appli-
cants can contact 33306469 or CHIRIV-
ELLAHARIKZ @GMAIL.COM

F K YUMMIES RESTAURANT W.L.L has
avacancy for the occupation of KITCH-
EN WORKER, suitably qualified appli-
cants can contact 17484815 or MHAL-
RAMIL@EDAMA.BH

DANAT ALTWAWESH TRDEING COM-
PANY BAHRAINI PARTNERSHIP COM-
PANY has a vacancy for the occupation
of SALESMAN, suitably qualified appli-
cants can contact 34111135 or ADHI-
MALGHALI1968@GMAIL.COM

MRS ROADLINE CARGO W.LL has a
vacancy for the occupation of DRIV-
ER(HEAVY TRUCK), suitably qualified
applicants can contact 77992700 or
ratheesan@mrsroadline.com

JANAT ALNAJAF VEGETABLES has a
vacancy for the occupation of VEGE-
TABLE SALESMAN, suitably qualified
applicants can contact 39774444 or
KHALAMMARI@GMAIL.COM

space creators Carpentry wll has a va-
cancy for the occupation of CARPEN-
TER, suitably qualified applicants can
contact 34335118 or SPACECREATORS.
BH@GMAIL.COM

MAHIN REAL ESTATE W.LL has a va-
cancy for the occupation of RENT COL-
LECTOR, suitably qualified applicants
can contact 36684417 or MOHAMME-
DRAFIQUL913@GMAIL.COM

DASMAN AIRCONDITIONING COMPANY
W.L.L has a vacancy for the occupation
of ELECTRICIAN, suitably qualified ap-
plicants can contact 17241360 or FAW-
ZI@AL-FAWZ.COM

SHAHBAZ FACILITIES MANAGEMENT
W.LL has a vacancy for the occupa-
tion of WORKER(MAINTENANCEW).
GENERAL, suitably qualified applicants
can contact 37923194 or SHAHBA-
ZHMED9624@GMAIL.COM

SMFK CONSULTANCY has a vacancy for
the occupation of OFFICE ASSISTANT,
suitably qualified applicants can con-
tact 33489479 or FK4876399@GMAIL.
CoM

FLEXI CLEANING FACILITIES CO W.L.L
has a vacancy for the occupation of OF-
FICE HELPER, suitably qualified appli-
cants can contact 33643233 or ABUA-
ZLAN@YAHOO.COM

GULF CITY CLEANING W.LL has a va-
cancy for the occupation of CLEANER,
suitably qualified applicants can con-
tact 39641612 or yousif@aanass.net

GULF CITY CLEANING W.LL has a va-
cancy for the occupation of CLEANER,
suitably qualified applicants can con-
tact 39641612 or yousif@aanass.net

GULF CITY CLEANING W.LL has a va-
cancy for the occupation of CLEANER,
suitably qualified applicants can con-
tact 39641612 or yousif@aanass.net

fast solution AC services has a vacan-
cy for the occupation of MECHANIC
(AIR-CONDITIONING), suitably qualified
applicants can contact 17008304 or A.
SAIF@W.CN

FORT PHARMACY (ZAYED TOWN)
W.LL has a vacancy for the occupa-
tion of SALES REPRESENTATIVE, suit-
ably qualified applicants can contact
36419614 or ROFAIDA.A@YAHOO.COM
ALSHAEB ROASTERY COMPANY W.L.L
has a vacancy for the occupation of
SALESMAN, suitably qualified appli-
cants can contact 36957260 or ALNAT-

CONTINUOUS AUTO SERVICES has a
vacancy for the occupation of SALES-
MAN, suitably qualified applicants
can contact 32117400 or DDD34466@
GMAIL.COM

SUNLIGHT INTERIORS & EXHIBITIONS
w.ll has a vacancy for the occupa-
tion of WORKER(CONSTRUCTION),
suitably qualified applicants can con-
tact 17785961 or ACCOUNTS@SUN-
LIGHTINTEX.COM

MISDE PACKAGING CO W.L.L has a va-
cancy for the occupation of WORKER/
PACKER, suitably qualified applicants
can contact 34317140 or RASHID.
DXBO1@GMAIL.COM

AL SHAFAF CONTRACTING has a
vacancy for the occupation of CON-
STRUCTION WORKER, suitably quali-
fied applicants can contact 39241222 or
ALSHAFAF.CONTRACTING@GMAIL.COM

BACHA SARDAR SERVICES CO W.L.L
has a vacancy for the occupation of
OFFICE HELPER, suitably qualified ap-
plicants can contact 38454199 or BA-
CHASARDARBH@OUTLOOK.COM
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Bahrain Electromechanical Services
Co. W.LL. has a vacancy for the occu-
pation of ELECTRICIAN, suitably qual-
ified applicants can contact 17536275
or BEMCO@BATELCO.COM.BH

ORLANDO TECHNICAL SERVICES W.L.L
has a vacancy for the occupation of
WORKER(CONSTRUCTION).GENERAL,
suitably qualified applicants can contact
39113706 or TBSHARAT12@HOTMAIL.COM

NARVAIR EXPRESS CARGO CO W.LL
has a vacancy for the occupation of SUPER-
VISOR, suitably qualified applicants can con-
tact 37488140 or JOGIMANIT@GMAIL.COM

LASANI CONTRACTING W.LL has a
vacancy for the occupation of DRIVER,
suitably qualified applicants can con-
tact 37169983 or lasanicontracting.
bh@gmail.com

DESIGNS JOY AMOUR EVENTS FILIPI-
NO VIBEHOUSE W.L.L has a vacancy
for the occupation of MANAGER (PROJ-
ECT), suitably qualified applicants can
contact 37276699 or SHERYLFUL:
GAR2020@GMAIL.COM

GULF CRYSTAL COLD STORE has a
vacancy for the occupation of SALES-
MAN, suitably qualified applicants can
contact 17290276 or BAH.TROUBLE-
FREE.CREATION@GMAIL.COM

PAKTIN CONTRACTING CO. W.LLL has
a vacancy for the occupation of CON-
STRUCTION WORKER, suitably quali-
fied applicants can contact 35580136
or JUTTNASIR845@GMAIL.COM

ammo yaseen pastries has a vacancy
for the occupation of WAITER, suit-
ably qualified applicants can contact
17702909 or hnhsaygh@gmail.com

THE EASIEST CHOICE PORTAL FOR
COMPLETING TRANSACTTIONS has a
vacancy for the occupation of CLERK,
suitably qualified applicants can contact
17601454 or PRINCESS-000@LIVE.COM

NN CHUWATI SERVICES W.LL has a
vacancy for the occupation of SUPERVI-
SOR(INTERNAL WORKS), suitably qual-
ified applicants can contact 34342810
or ABBAS307@YAHO00.COM

BOCAT COLD STORES has a vacancy
for the occupation of SALESMAN, suit-
ably qualified applicants can contact
39467735 or HAFEDHA123@GMAIL.COM

saga burger express W.L.L has a vacan-
cy for the occupation of WAITER, suit-
ably qualified applicants can contact
36020030 or M.MNAWAZ829@GMAIL.COM

TYRE MART AUTO SERVICE W.L.L has
a vacancy for the occupation of TECH-
NICIAN WORKER, suitably qualified
applicants can contact 32089483 or
ARIF703231@GMAIL.COM

AL SAQAFAT CONSTRUCTION COW.L.L
has a vacancy for the occupation of
WORKER(MAINTENANCEW).GENERAL,
suitably qualified applicants can con-
tact 33650419 or info@alsagafat.online

ALANDALoS MEDICAL EQUIPMENTs W
L L has a vacancy for the occupation of
SALES AGENT, suitably qualified appli-
cants can contact 33111604 or ABDEL-
MONEM222222@GMAIL.COM

BURJ JAMILA BAKERY has a vacancy
for the occupation of FOOD SERVICE
WORKER, suitably qualified applicants
can contact 34008588 or umabee-
ha1987@gmail.com

ORLANDO TECHNICAL SERVICES W.L.L
has a vacancy for the occupation of
WORKER(CONSTRUCTION).GENERAL,
suitably qualified applicants can contact
39113706 or TBSHARAT12@HOTMAIL.COM

REXON HOME W.L.L has a vacancy for
the occupation of SALES AGENT, suit-
ably qualified applicants can contact
37313030 or rexonhome@gmail.com

ALSIBINSA REFRIGERATION & A/C SER-
VICES has a vacancy for the occupation of
TECHNICIAN, suitably qualified applicants
can contact 17677786 or ALSIBINSAQ@
GMAIL.COM

HAPPY MOTOR REPAIR has a vacancy
for the occupation of WORKER(MAIN-
TENANCEW).GENERAL, suitably quali-
fied applicants can contact 33240114 or
ALIALALLALI90@GMAIL.COM

When Messi walks in, winners walk out

Antonelli extends winning run in Miami as football royalty looks on

Messi in the cockpit of Andrea Antonelli’s Mercedes-AMG F1 W17 E Performance car

Hussain Almaskati
TDT | Manama

ionel Messi made head-

I lines off the pitch and

on the track at the Mi-

ami Grand Prix on Sunday, as

his surprise appearance in the

Mercedes garage coincided with

a historic victory for Andrea
Kimi Antonelli.

The Argentine star, attend-
ing as a guest of Mercedes-AMG
Petronas Formula One Team,
was seen briefly sitting inside
Antonelli’s car before the race,

a moment that quickly went vi-
ral among fans. Hours later, the
teenage sensation delivered a
standout performance, convert-
ing pole position into victory
and fueling talk of a light-heart-
ed “Messi effect” in Formula
One.

Antonelli’s win was anoth-
er milestone in his remarkable
rise. The 19-year-old secured his
third consecutive victory from
pole and became the youngest
driver to lead the championship,
continuing a record-breaking
start to his career.

= —

Messi, who was joined by his
family in the paddock, also took
time after the race to congrat-
ulate Antonelli following his
triumph. His visit drew signif-
icant attention throughout the
weekend, adding extra buzz to
the event.

There was also a personal an-
gle to the trip, as Messi showed

Lionel Messi with Mercedes drivers George Russell (L) and Andrea Antonelli (R)

support for fellow Argentine
Franco Colapinto, who com-
petes for Alpine F1 Team. The
pair had met earlier in the week,
with Colapinto describing the
encounter as a dream come
true.

Messi’s appearance came
shortly after featuring for Inter
Miami CF in a dramatic 4-3 de-

feat to Orlando City, where he
still managed to register a goal
and an assist before heading to
the Grand Prix.

From football brilliance to
Formula One drama, it proved a
memorable day in Miami, with
Messi’s presence adding an extra
layer of intrigue to an already
historic race.

Cristian Chivu, a winner with Inter on the pitch and in the dugout

AFP | Milan

C ristian Chivu was crowned
a Serie A champion with
Inter Milan for the fourth time
but his first as coach on Sunday,
showing his prowess in his first
full season in the dugout of any
team, never mind one of Eu-
rope’s top clubs.

Eyebrows were raised when
45-year-old Chivu was hired by
Inter last summer as his only
previous top-level experience
had been a handful of match-
es in charge of Parma, who the
former Romania defender kept
in Serie A after he was hired in
February last year.

Despite being a popular
ex-player for the club, at that
point Chivu’s only previous ex-
perience coaching at Inter had
been in the club’s youth set-up,
and he had left that position
months before.

So it was no surprise when
Como’s Cesc Fabregas became
the top name to replace the de-
parting Simone Inzaghi.

Como’s refusal to release
Fabregas led to Chivu’s arrival

S ———

Inter Milan’s Romanian head coach Cristian Chivu celebrates with Inter Milan’s

Italian defender #32 Federico Dimarco

and he has, in Serie A at least,
performed way above expec-
tations as few observers would
have predicted such a confident
charge to the Scudetto.

When Chivu took charge Inter
were still reeling from a fear-
ful 5-0 hammering at the hands
of Paris Saint-Germain in last
season’s Champions League fi-
nal, which was complicated by
pre-match rumours of Inzaghi

~
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leaving for Saudi Arabia.

Napoli and AC Milan both
strengthened last summer while
Inter’s first choice XI was near-
ly unchanged from last season,
when they ran out of gas in the
final weeks of the campaign.

So this season’s triumph is
huge deal for a man who was
already a bona fide Inter legend
thanks to his role in the 2010
Serie A, Champions League and

Italian Cup treble won under
Jose Mourinho.

Chivu played 168 times over
six seasons at Inter, where he
won the Serie A title three years
in a row and in 2010 also won
the Club World Cup.

He played the majority of his
career in Italy and moved to In-
ter in 2007 from Roma, where he
lifted the Italian Cup in his final
season as part of a swashbuck-
ling team inspired by Francesco
Totti and coached by Luciano
Spalletti.

Chivu was brought to Roma
four years before by Fabio Cap-
pello, and he was visibly moved
in October when his former
coach hailed the work he has
done to shake up what had
looked like a team which was
dead on its feet.

“All T can hope for is to have
half the career you had, because
I would like to be as much as a
winner as you were,” said Chivu.

“You were the one who trust-
ed me, accepted me and al-
lowed me to play at the highest
level”

Inter also appear to trust

Chivu, with a contract extension
set to be agreed this summer,
and a squad rebuild is about to
be carried outto further rejuve-
nate a team which has changed
little from his predecessor Si-
mone Inzaghi’s tenure.

Inzaghi re-established Inter
as a force in Europe, taking them
to two Champions League finals
and providing fans with some of
their most memorable moments
of this century.

The next step for Chivu is to
show that he can do it in the big
matches against top opposition,
something his team have failed
to do this season, both at home
and abroad.

That failure ended up cost-
ing Inter direct qualification
to the last 16 of the Champions
League and led to a humiliating
exit in the play-offs at the hands
of Norway’s Bodo/Glimt.

And Chivu will be judged on
how he deals with the Cham-
pions League and big games
against domestic rivals, espe-
cially resurgent Juve who look
set to challenge for next year’s
Scudetto.

NOTICE

I, Mr. Lovely Masih, S/o. Mr. Mr
James Masih, holder of Indian
Passport No. V5788332 issued
at Amritsar on 20/12/2021,
permanent residence at Ward
No.14, Nabipur, Near By pass
Kalanaur Road , Gurdaspur and
temporary resident of Bahrain,
Hoora and Ms, Rajinder Kaur
holder of Indian passport No.
U5684378 issued at Amritsar on
19/05/2020, permanent
residence at VPO Nanowal
Jinder, Gurdaspur and
temporary resident of Bahrain,
Bu Ghazal intend to solemnize
our civil marriage on 21% August
2025 at the Embassy of India,
Building 1090, Al Seef, P.O.Box
26106, Kingdom of Bahrain
under the Foreign Marriage Act
1969 of India. Objection(s), if
any, may be forwarded to the
Embassy of India, Kingdom of
Bahrain within a period of 30
days from the date of
publication of this notice.

Qutami wins

countback thriller .

IRAIN L

TDT | Manama

Rilshed Al Qutami nar-
owly defeated Abdulla

Al Jowher on countback to
win an 18-hole Stableford
competition at Awali Golf
Club, marking the venue’s
first event in two months
after reopening.

Played last Friday in mild
but windy conditions, the
competition saw golfers
return with modest ex-
pectations, prioritising
enjoyment after a long
break.

The breeze added dif-
ficulty but helped players
stay composed and make
measured decisions.

Al Qutami carded 37
points, including two bird-
ies and several pars, while
Al Jowher matched the
score after a strong finish.
However, Al Qutami’s su-
perior performance on the
back nine secured him the
victory.

Salah Musbah Al Kaabi
and Abdulrahim Fakhroo
followed with 35 points
each, while Benedikt
Schwerm, Nathan Prince
and Daniel Guillaume all
scored 34.

Prizes were presented by
club captain Steve Newall.
The club will host a Club
Medal competition next
week, weather permitting.
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Muharraq Back on Top

Hussain Almaskati
TDT | Manama

uharraq kept their title
challenge alive with a
3-1 win over Al Najma

at Khalifa Sports City last night.
They remain second in the 2025-
26 Nasser bin Hamad Premier
League standings as leaders Al
Khaldiya stay two points clear
with 51 points.

Under Portuguese coach Fer-
nando Manuel de Jesus, Muhar-
raq started brightly and domi-
nated early possession, creating
several clear chances. Their
best opportunity of the first half
came in the 33rd minute when
Abdulwahab Al Malood met El-
liot Simoes’ cross with a close-
range header, only for Al Najma
goalkeeper Ammar Mohammed
to produce an excellent save.

Mubharraq broke the deadlock
early in the second half when

Soufiane Mahrouk capitalised
on defensive confusion in the
49th minute. A long ball caused
uncertainty between defender
Dusan Jokovic and the advancing
goalkeeper, allowing Mahrouk to
finish into an empty net.

Al Najma responded quickly,
equalising in the 55th minute
through Zachary Hadji, who re-
acted first in a crowded box af-
ter a set-piece scramble to level
the score. The decisive moment
came in the 76th minute when
Hussain Abdulkarim struck
again following his heroics last
week. The forward latched
onto a clever lobbed pass from
Mahrouk and lifted a composed
finish over the goalkeeper to
restore Muharraq’s lead.

Simoes then sealed the win
in the 84th minute when his
corner kick surprisingly sailed
directly into the net. Al Najma

briefly thought they had pulled Hussain Abdulkarim fires in Muharraq S second goal against Al Najma

YOU

KNOW WHAT

Muharraq and Al
Khaldiya are set to
meet next Monday

in a top-of-the-table

clash that could have

major implications in
the title race.

one back through Hadji, but the
goal was ruled out for offside.
Elsewhere, A’ali secured a 1-0
victory over Al Hidd at the Bah-
rain National Stadium. Diego
Cardoso scored the only goal
in the 11th minute, heading in
Matheus Lima’s free-kick. The

match was not without contro-
versy, as Al Hidd were award-
ed a second-half penalty after a
VAR review upheld the decision
for a foul inside the area, de-
spite strong protests from A’ali’s
bench. Osama Belatrech stepped
up but saw his effort saved by
goalkeeper Omar Salem Rajab
in the 59th minute.

With these results, Al Khaldiya
remain top of the table on 51
points, with Muharraq close be-
hind on 49 points, keeping the
title race finely poised. The two
sides meet next Monday in a cru-
cial top-of-the-table clash that
could have major implications in
the championship battle.

Today’s fixtures bring Match-
week 20 to a close, with Al
Shabab facing Riffa at Khalifa
Sports City and Al Ahli taking
on Sitra at the Bahrain National
Stadium, both kicking off simul-
taneously.

City hand title control to Arsenal

TDT | Manama

anchester City’s Premier

League title hopes suf-
fered a major setback yesterday
as they were held to a dramatic
3-3 draw away at Everton, a re-
sult that leaves them no longer
in control of the title race head-
ing into the final stretch of the
season.

City started strongly at Hill
Dickinson Stadium, dominating
possession and territory in the
opening stages. Their control
was rewarded just before half-
time when Jeremy Doku pro-
duced a brilliant finish in the
43rd minute, curling a shot into
the far corner to give the visitors
a1-0 lead at the break.

Everton responded far more
aggressively after half-time and
quickly turned the match on
its head. The equaliser came in
the 69th minute when a poor
back pass from Marc Guehi was
intercepted by Thierno Barry,
who calmly finished to make
it1-1.

Momentum shifted fully in

Erling Haaland and Rayan Cherki look dejected at Everton’s Hill Dickinson

Stadium

Everton’s favour five minutes
later when Jake O’Brien rose
highest to head in from a cor-
ner, putting the home side 2-1
up. The pressure continued to
build on City, and in the 81st
minute Everton extended their

lead to 3-1 after Barry scored
his second, finishing off a swift
counterattack that stunned the
visitors.

City, however, refused to col-
lapse. Just two minutes later,
Erling Haaland pulled a goal

back in the 83rd minute, react-
ing quickly inside the box to
make it 3-2 and set up a tense
finale.

Everton defended deep as the
clock ticked down and looked
set to secure a famous win, but
City struck again in the 98th
minute. Doku stepped up once
more, scoring his second of the
game to rescue a dramatic 3-3
draw.

The result carries significant
implications for the title race.
City remain on 71 points with a
game in hand, but they now trail
Arsenal, who sit on 76 points
with just three matches left to
play. As things stand, the des-
tination of the title is no longer
in City’s control, with Arsenal
firmly in the driving seat head-
ing into the decisive final weeks
of the season.

Everton, meanwhile, will be
left to reflect on a missed op-
portunity of major proportions,
having been seconds away from
securing a statement victory
over the reigning champions.

Forest sink woeful Chelsea to boost survival bid

AFP | London

ottingham Forest took a

huge step towards Premier
League survival with a 3-1 win at
Chelsea yesterday that dealt a
major blow to the Blues’ hopes
of qualifying for the Champions
League.

Taiwo Awoniyi marked his
100th Forest appearance with
the early opener at Stamford
Bridge and Igor Jesus’s penalty
doubled their advantage soon
afterwards.

Cole Palmer compound-
ed Chelsea’s misery when he
missed a penalty late in the first
half.

Awoniyi struck again after
the interval and Joao Pedro’s
eye-catching bicycle kick in the
closing stages was no consola-
tion for lacklustre Chelsea.

Languishing in ninth place,
Chelsea’s wretched run has left

Nottingham Forest’s Nigerian striker #09 Taiwo Awoniyi (2nd R) heads the ball
in for the team’s first goal

League.
Chelsea have lost six consec- six league matches was the only onto their 1-0 lead in Thursday’s

Scoring for the first time in

10 points behind fifth-placed
Aston Villa, with only nine
points available in the race for
the top-five finish that secures
Champions League qualifica-
tion.
However, sixth will also earn
a Champions League berth if
Villa finish fifth and win the
Europa League, leaving Chelsea
-- currently four points adrift
of sixth-placed Bournemouth
-- still with a slender chance.
Forest’s third successive
league victory moved them six
points clear of the relegation
zone, with four more points
needed to guarantee survival.
There are just three games left
for each club in Forest’s scrap
with fourth-bottom Tottenham
and third-bottom West Ham.
Pereira made eight changes
from Forest’s previous league
game as he prioritised holding

Basketball Tournament
Scrapped at 4th Gulf Games

L \{

Bahrain’s national basketball team in training prior to the announcement

Hussain Almaskati
TDT | Manama

team’s first major outing of the
year and part of its preparation
for upcoming competitions.

he men’s basketball com-
petition at the Gulf Games
in Doha, scheduled for May
11-22, has been canceled after
the number of participating
teams dropped below the re-
quired minimum.
Organizers said the field
was reduced to three teams
following a withdrawal, leav-
ing the tournament without
a workable format under the
regulations.
The cancellation is a setback
for Bahrain, as the event was
expected to be the national

However, the 3x3 basket-
ball events for both men and
women are still expected to
take place, with Bahrain set
to participate. The Kingdom
will also compete in volleyball
and handball, which remain
on schedule.

Looking ahead, Bahrain’s
men’s team will turn its fo-
cus to the FIBA Asia Cup 2029
pre-qualifiers in Dubai from
August 24 to September 1, fol-
lowed by the Asian Games in
Aichi-Nagoya from September
19 to October 4.
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utive league games for the first positive in a shambolic display. Europa League semi-final sec- i
www.aquacool.

them on the verge of failing to
reach next season’s Champions

time since 1993. Calum McFarlane’s team are ond leg at Aston Villa.
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GRAND PRIZE IS HERE!
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Many surprises await those
who participate in the voting!
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