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‘Work as one team’
HRH Prince Salman calls on newly appointed officials 

to continue process of developing government agencies
TDT | Manama

His Royal Highness Prince 
Salman bin Hamad Al 

Khalifa, the Crown Prince and 
Prime Minister, yesterday met 
remotely with a number of new-
ly appointed officials.

HRH the Crown Prince and 
Prime Minister said that devel-
oping government agencies is an 
ongoing process to ensure citi-
zens continue to receive quality 
services.

His Royal Highness com-
mended Bahraini citizens’ 
excellence, adding that their 
aspirations and passion for suc-

cess, as well as their endurance 
in meeting challenges, are un-
matched.

He emphasised the impor-
tance of continuing to work 
as one team, in support of the 
government’s strategic plans 
and achieving the Kingdom’s 
comprehensive development 
goals, led by His Majesty King 
Hamad bin Isa Al Khalifa.

His Royal Highness congrat-
ulated the recently appointed 
officials, wishing them success 
in their new positions serving 
the Kingdom and its citizens.

His Royal Highness noted 
that achievements are a meas-

ure of success, expressing his 
confidence in Bahraini citizens’ 
ability to driving creativity and 

excellence in the implementa-
tion of government plans, pro-
grammes and projects directed 
for the benefit of the Kingdom 
and its citizens.

The newly appointed govern-
ment officials expressed their 
gratitude for the opportunity to 
meet His Royal Highness, and 
expressed their pride in being 
appointed by Royal Order to 
their positions.

The officials further noted 
His Royal Highness’s contin-
ued support for the Kingdom’s 
workforce, and for his contin-
ued commitment to further de-
velop government workstreams.

HRH Prince Salman

Protecting worker’s financial rights 
• BFC Payments 
offers easy Employee 
Salary Account Opening 
compliant with Wage 
Protection System

TDT | Manama

The Kingdom of Bahrain has 
launched Wage Protection 

System (WPS) along with the 
collaborative effort of the La-
bour Market Regulatory Au-
thority (LMRA) and Central 
Bank of Bahrain (CBB).

WPS will require employers to 
pay their employees through any 
medium facilitated by entities   
licensed by the CBB, protecting 
worker’s financial rights which 
are governed by their contracts 
of employment. WPS is to be 
implemented as a three-phase 
programme with the first phase 
having commenced on 1 May.

BFC Payments, the Fintech 
arm of BFC Group, delivers 
digital payments services for 
Corporates, SMEs, Proprietors 
and Consumers. BFC Payments 
offers Salary Accounts for the 
workers to receive their salary 
and manage the salary using a 
mobile app.

The service provided by BFC 
Payments ensures WPS com-
pliance for the corporates who 
disburse the salary through our 
straightforward process. The 
product will also help to boost 
the digital financial inclusion to 
the underserved and unbanked 
segment in the Kingdom.

Davis D Parakal, Head of 
Business Development, Stra-
tegic Partnerships and Inno-
vation of BFC Payments said: 
“We are proud to be part of the 
LMRA’s wage protection system. 
It ensures the timely transfer 
of wages to workers and at the 
same time brings simplicity and 

transparency to businesses.
“Currently our systems are 

WPS compliant and are process-
ing salaries for multiple enter-
prises in the Kingdom. Our fast 
account opening process for 
businesses along with mobile 
wallet and cards for the workers 
make it a unique proposition in 
this market.”

BFC Payments offers a mobile 
wallet that considerably reduces 
the customer dependency on 
cash, welcoming them to the 
mobile payment’s ecosystem 
in the country. BFC Payments 
App also enables users to remit 
money back home at great rates 
quickly, safely and conveniently.

The App can be downloaded 

by employees on the App Store 
and Google Play Store.

BFC Payments is a part of BFC 
Group which is one of the fi-
nancial leaders in the region 
that includes an international 
network of money exchanges 
across four countries.

The history of the companies 
that are incorporated under 
the Group date back over 100 
years, with Bahrain Financing 
Company (BFC) trading in gold 
bullion and continually growing 
its services.

For more information on BFC 
Payments, please visit www.bf-
cpayments.com or contact a BFC 
Payments’ business development 
officer on +973 1700 4548.

A timely digital transfer of wages for workers

Oil and gas sector 
investments discussed

• HH Shaikh Nasser 
receives Oil Minister, 
ASRY Chief Executive

TDT | Manama

Representative of His Majesty 
the King for Humanitari-

an Work and Youth Affairs and 
Board Chairman of the Oil and 
Gas Holding Company (Noga-
holding), His Highness Shaikh 
Nasser bin Hamad Al Khalifa, 
received Oil Minister Shaikh 
Mohammed bin Khalifa Al Khal-
ifa, and Arab Shipbuilding and 
Repair Yard Company (ASRY) 
Chief Executive Mazen Matar.

HH Shaikh Nasser expressed 
appreciation of the remarkable 
efforts of ASRY in promoting 
investments in the oil and gas 
sector, in line with the visions 
of His Majesty King Hamad 
bin Isa Al Khalifa and the aspi-

rations of His Royal Highness 
Prince Salman bin Hamad Al 
Khalifa, the Crown Prince and 
Prime Minister.

HH Shaikh Nasser affirmed 
the importance of boosting the 
role of the oil and gas sector in 
supporting the national econo-
my, in line with the kingdom’s 
Economic Vision 2030. 

He said the efforts of ASRY 
company will maximise achieve-
ments in the two vital sectors.

He discussed with the Oil 
Minister and ASRY Chief Ex-
ecutive various economic and 
investment issues pertaining 
to the oil and gas field. He was 
also briefed about ASRY’s plans 
and programmes to further 
develop the two sectors.

Matar expressed thanks and 
appreciation to HH Shaikh 
Nasser for his efforts to up-
grade the oil and gas sector and 
enhance the economic mo-
mentum, wishing him every 
success.

Shura committee hails Ambassadors’ visit to reformation centre
• It reflects Interior 
Ministry’s transparency 
and openness

TDT | Manama

The Shura Council’s Human 
Rights Committee, chaired 

by Ahmed Mahdi Al Haddad, 
has praised the positive out-
come of the visit made by several 
Ambassadors to Bahrain to the 
Reformation and Rehabilitation 
Centre in Jau upon an invitation 
from the Ministry of Interior.

The Interior Ministry’s initia-
tive consolidates the principles 
of transparency and openness 
to which it is committed while 

enforcing the law, implementing 
approved human rights stand-
ards, and providing great care 
and attention to inmates in the 
Centre, in addition to providing 
them with protection, and pre-
serving their health and safety 
within the national measures 
to address Coronavirus (COV-
ID-19), the committee said in a 
statement.

The committee indicated that 
the visit reflects the landmark 
achievements attained by the 
kingdom in developing the hu-
man rights system and deliver-
ing advanced services and pro-
grammes to inmates.

The panel pointed out that 
the visit to the centre is not the 
first of its kind, noting that many 
independent human rights or-

ganisations are keen to monitor 
the reformation and rehabilita-
tion centres, in cooperation with 
the relevant authorities, as well 
as meet inmates to make sure 
that they enjoy their rights and 
basic needs, in accordance with 
the law.

The Shura committee lauded 
the health care and treatment 
services provided by the General 

Directorate of Reformation and 
Rehabilitation to all inmates, 
citing its pioneering initiative 
to provide vaccines against COV-
ID-19 for all inmates wishing to 
take them.

The panel added that the tre-
mendous efforts exerted by the 
Interior Ministry embody its 
commitment to carrying out its 
national duty.

KNOW WHAT

BFC Payments, the 
Fintech arm of BFC 

Group, delivers digital 
payments services 

for Corporates, SMEs, 
Proprietors and Con-

sumers.

HM the King receives 
governors and citizens on 
Ramadan’s last 10 days
TDT | Manama

His Majesty King Hamad 
bin Isa Al Khalifa yester-

day met remotely, at Al Safriya 
Palace, Southern Governor His 
Highness Shaikh Khalifa bin 
Ali bin Khalifa Al Khalifa, Mu-
harraq Governor Salman bin 
Isa bin Hindi Al Mannai, Cap-
ital Governor Shaikh Hesham 
bin Abdulrahman Al Khalifa 
and Northern Governor Ali 
Abdul Hussein Al Asfoor.

HM the King also met re-
motely citizens from the four 
governorates, marking the 
last 10 days of Holy Month of 
Ramadan, as part of HM the 
King’s meetings with leading 
Bahraini personalities.

HM the King delivered a 
speech on this occasion, con-
gratulating the audience and 
all the people of Bahrain on 
the holy month of Ramadan 
and the last 10 days of fasting, 
wishing Bahrain and its loyal 
people, the Arab and Islamic 
nations many happy returns.

He expressed delight at 
meeting the audience during 
these blessed days of Rama-
dan, taking pride in Bahraini 
longstanding traditions which 
mark the holy month and em-
body the noble Islamic values.

He praised the loyal people 
of Bahrain, expressing delight 
at their congratulations and 
good wishes marking the Holy 
Month of Ramadan.

He commended their keen-
ness on reviving longstanding 
traditions during this blessed 
month of fasting despite these 

challenges times.
HM the King prayed to Al-

lah the Almighty to lift the 
pandemic, bless the infected 
people with speedy recovery 
and the deceased with mercy 
in vast paradise and protect 
Bahrain and all countries in 
the world from any harm. HM 
the King extended greetings to 
all loyal citizens countrywide, 
appreciating their dedication 
to their families, homeland 
and nation

Southern Governor HH Shai-
kh Khalifa bin Ali bin Khalifa 
Al Khalifa congratulated HM 
the King on the last 10 days of 
the Holy month of Ramadan, 
reiterating full allegiance to 
HM the King and the home-
land.

He praised HM the King’s 
sound directives, lauding the 
vision and support of the Gov-
ernment, chaired by His Royal 
Highness Prince Salman bin 
Hamad Al Khalifa, the Crown 
Prince and Prime Minister. 

HM the King

03
WEDNESDAY, MAY 5, 2021

The Bahrain Paralympic Committee (BPC) has signed a cooperation 
agreement with the United Nations Development Programme’s office in 
the Kingdom of Bahrain to launch a strategic cooperation between both 
parties. The agreement aims at aligning the BPC’s plans and projects with the 
Sustainable Development Goals, covering various initiatives, with a current 
focus on supporting the 2021 Asian Youth Para Games, which will be hosted by 
the Kingdom of Bahrain in November. BPC Chairman Shaikh Mohammed bin 
Duaij Al Khalifa and UNDP Resident Representative in the Kingdom Stefano 
Pettinato were delighted to seal the collaboration.

BPC signs cooperation 
deal with UNDP

Stay healthy and have fun
BIC Fitness on Track Batelco Ramadan Special continues for runners and cyclists on Friday

TDT | Manama

Bahrain International Cir-
cuit (BIC) continues on 
Friday its widely popular 

Fitness on Track Batelco Ram-
adan Special, with runners and 
cyclists of all ages invited to take 
part.

BIC’s Fitness on Track is an 
extensive programme for those 
looking to maintain or improve 
their physical fitness. The first 
three events are being held dur-
ing the Holy Month of Ramadan, 
with entry permitted to COV-
ID-19 vaccinated and recovered 
individuals.

This week’s event takes place 
between 5.30pm and 8.30pm at 
“The Home of Motorsport in the 

Middle East” in Sakhir. A beau-
tiful backdrop of the sun setting 
in the distance can be enjoyed 
during this period.

After the sun goes down, those 
on site will be able to marvel at 
the iconic Sakhir Tower, which 
will be brilliantly lit with its all-

new façade that made its global 
debut at the Formula 1 Gulf Air 
Bahrain Grand Prix 2021 last 
March.

The Fitness on Track activity 
is dedicated to offering cyclists 
and runners an opportunity 
to train or simply casually ex-

ercise within a safe and con-
trolled environment at Bahrain’s 
world-renowned F1 circuit.

The cycling and running take 
place on separate track layouts, 
with cyclists able to ride their 
bikes along BIC’s 3.543-kilometre 
Outer Track, and runners and 

walkers utilising the 2.554km 
Inner Track. There is also a ded-
icated area for children’s cycling.

Facilities provided on site in-
clude food and beverage trucks 
available from sunset onwards, 
water stations kindly provided 
by Arwa, and a prayer area.

Over the past two weeks, a 
large number of participants 
turned up at BIC to take part in 
the programme. Among them 
were many families who were 
able to enjoy the experience 
while getting a good workout in 
the process.

To ensure the safety of all par-
ticipants, entry is restricted to 
vaccinated or COVID-19 recov-
ered people only, as shown by 
the green badge on the BeAware 

app. Children under 18 may at-
tend when accompanied by a 
qualifying adult. Each individual 
attending must also fill in the 
online health declaration sent 
in advance of the event.

All those wishing to take part 
must pre-register and pay in ad-
vance on BIC’s official website 
bahraingp.com. The cost to take 
part is BD2 for cyclists and BD1 
for runners. Those under the age 
of 12 can participate for free if 
accompanied by a paying adult.

The Ramadan Special events 
are being sponsored by Batelco 
and also supported by Agility 
and American Express.

For more information on BIC’s 
Fitness on Track programme, 
visit bahraingp.com.

Cyclists and runners get an opportunity to train or simply casually exercise

Ardent outpour of literary creativity 
at New Millennium School-Bahrain
• ‘English Week’ 
celebrated through 
digital platform

• Various activities 
held for ‘deep love 
for language’

TDT | Manama

New Millennium School, 
Bahrain celebrated the 

‘English Week’ through the dig-
ital platform from 25 to 29 April 
with great ebullience.

Premised on the theme “Ex-
plore and Excel”, the event 
aimed at promoting linguistic 
competence, effective commu-
nication skills and the creativity 

of the students.
The creativity of the students 

was unveiled through a plethora 

of fun-filled and exciting guid-
ed activities like story writing, 
post card making and message 
writing, book mark making, 
self-created quotes, self-com-
posed poems, designing pam-
phlets, posters, advertisements 
and comic strips, compilation of 
biographies and writing auto-
biographies, presenting online 
news bulletin, all for the deep 
love for language.

Originality came in from 
all the corners and each child 
was proud of his contribution 
towards creating different 
masterpieces throughout the 
week.

The highlight of the week 
was the Community Service – 
Each One, Teach One – where-
in children took up the role of 
English language tutor to their 
siblings or house servant or the 
watchman, teaching them spo-
ken English thus basking in the 
magic of language.

Chairman Dr Ravi Pillai, Man-
aging Director Geetha Pillai and 
Principal Arun Kuumar Sharma 
complimented the students for 
their excellent feat in the Eng-
lish Week and adored the efforts 
of all the parents and teachers 
for the successful completion 
of this special week.

Students take part in fun-filled and exciting guided activities

Renowned jewellery firm embezzlement case
• Manager ordered to 
pay BD297,000 by High 
Appeals Civil Court

TDT | Manama

A manager in a renowned 
jewellery company embez-

zled BD297,000, but the com-
pany took him only to the Civil 
Court, DT has learned.

Astonishingly, the manager 
was related to the company 
owners, as a result of which the 
company is said to have decided 
against filing a criminal lawsuit 
against him. 

The owners resorted to the 

Civil Court to ensure that the 
manager commits to returning 
the money after he backed away 
from the agreement he signed 
with the company.

The defendant has report-
edly already inked documents 
binding him to return the mon-
ey he stole from the company 
over the course of 16 years af-
ter the owners discovered the 
crime. 

He allegedly sold jewellery to 
clients and pocketed the mon-
ey, taking advantage of forging 
their signatures in receipts. He 
also manipulated receipts of 
goods he bought for the compa-
ny in a bid to steal more money. 

The company’s lawyer Rabab 
Al Orayedh said that her client 

lost BD680,000 due to the be-
haviour of the manager, but it 
was established that he stole 
BD320,000, out of which he re-
turned around BD18,500. 

Initially, the High Civil Court 
ordered the defendant to pay 
BD7,500 only to the company, 
and this verdict was appealed by 
the company which requested 
to assign an expert to audit its 
accounts, according to lawyer 
Al Orayedh. 

The case was re-heard by 
the High Appeals Civil Court 
and it ordered the manager to 
pay BD297,000 after the expert 
confirmed that the defendant 
signed documents obligating 
him to pay BD320,000 to the 
company.

He allegedly sold 
jewellery to clients and 

pocketed the money, 
taking advantage of 

forging their signatures in 
receipts.

KNOW WHAT

Six facing  trial for trying to 
smuggle drugs using puppet
TDT | Manama

Four Bahrainis and two 
Asian women are facing 

trial for attempting to smug-
gle drugs into Bahrain using 
a puppet.

Prosecutors said their tech-
niques in narcotics trafficking 
was hard to detect. However, 
using a puppet was the last 
straw as customs officers sus-
pected it and informed the 
anti-drug department at the 
Ministry of Interior. 

“We received a call from 
the customs requesting us to 
come and examine a suspi-
cious package. We went there 

immediately. It was a puppet, 
we x-rayed it and found drugs 
hidden inside it,” an anti-drug 
officer told prosecutors. 

The customs informed the 
person whose name was regis-
tered in the shipment to come 
and collect it. It was one of the 
Asian women, and she was ac-
companied by her co-defend-
ants. All the five defendants 
remained in the car, and she 
entered the customs premises 
alone. 

The Asian woman who was 
arrested while receiving the 
shipment told prosecutors she 
was paid on a commission ba-
sis.

Bahrain extends condolences to Mexico
TDT | Manama

The Kingdom of Bahrain ex-
pressed its sincere condo-

lences and sympathy to the gov-
ernment and Mexican people 
over the victims of the collapse 
of a railway bridge when a train 
was passing over it in Mexico 

City, which resulted in the death 
and injury of dozens of people.

The Ministry of Foreign Af-
fairs affirmed Bahrain’s full 
solidarity with the government 
and the friendly Mexican peo-
ple in the aftermath of this 
painful incident, wishing the 
injured a speedy recovery. 


