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HISTORY
Roman Emperor Julian moves from 
Antioch with an army of 90,000 to 
attack the Sassanid Empire, in a cam-
paign that brings about his own death

Persian scholar Naser Khosrow 
begins the 7 year Middle Eastern 
journey which he will later de-
scribe in his book Safarnama

English King Henry VII grants 
John Cabot (Giovanni Caboto) 
a commission to explore for 
new lands

Winston Churchill’s “Iron Curtain” 
speech in Fulton, Missouri, popu-
larizes the term and draws atten-
tion to the division of Europe
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I’m horrified by the es-
calation of violence in 

Myanmar and the killing 
of pro-democracy pro-
testers. We stand with 
the people of Myanmar 
in calling for an imme-
diate end to military re-
pression, the release of 
Aung San Suu Kyi and 
others, and the restora-
tion of democracy.

@BorisJohnson

We need to trans-
form how we view 

& value nature. Nature’s 
resources still don’t fig-
ure in our calculations 
of wealth. If we reflect 
nature’s true value in all 
our policies, plans & eco-
nomic systems the re-
wards will be immense.

@antonioguterres

Over the past year, 
#COVID19 has dis-

proportionality hit people 
with #obesity, who are 
more likely to be hospital-
ised & have a higher like-
lihood of severe disease & 
death. At the same time, 
the pandemic has made 
combating the obesity ep-
idemic even more diffi-
cult. #WorldObesityDay.

@DrTedros

India is honoured to be 
at the forefront of pop-

ularising Millets, whose 
consumption furthers 
nutrition, food security 
and welfare of farmers. 
This also offers research 
and innovation oppor-
tunities for agriculture 
scientists and start-up 
communities.

@narendramodi

 Disclaimer: (Views expressed 
by columnists are personal and 
need not necessarily reflect our 

editorial stances)
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SpaceX Starship rocket prototype nails landing... then blows up

• Elon Musk’s last 
two prototypes 
reached similarly high 
altitude, but crash-
landed in fireballs

Reuters | Los Angeles

The third time appeared to be 
the charm for Elon Musk’s 

Starship rocket - until it wasn’t.
The latest heavy-duty launch 

vehicle prototype from SpaceX 
soared flawlessly into the sky in 
a high-altitude test blast-off on 
Wednesday from Boca Chica, 
Texas, then flew itself back to 
Earth to achieve the first upright 
landing for a Starship model.

But the triumph was short-
lived. Listing slightly to one side 
as an automated fire-suppres-

sion system trained a stream of 
water on flames still burning at 
the base of the rocket, the space-
craft blew itself to pieces about 
eight minutes after touchdown.

It was the third such land-
ing attempt to end in a fireball 
after an otherwise successful 

test flight for the Starship, being 
developed by SpaceX to carry 
humans and 100 tons of cargo 
on future missions to the moon 
and Mars.

For Musk, the billionaire 
SpaceX founder who also heads 
the electric carmaker Tesla Inc, 

the outcome was mixed news.
The Starship SN10 came far 

closer to achieving a safe, verti-
cal touchdown than two previ-
ous models - SN8 in December 

and SN9 in February. In a tweet 
responding to tempered con-
gratulations from an admirer 
of his work, Musk replied, “RIP 
SN10, honourable discharge.”

The video feed provided by 
SpaceX on the company’s You-
Tube channel cut off moments 
after the landing. But separate 
fan feeds streamed over the 
same social media platform 
showed an explosion suddenly 
erupting at the base of the rock-
et, hurling the SN10 into the air 
before it crashed to the ground 
and became engulfed in flames.

The complete Starship rocket, 
which will stand 394-feet (120 
metres) tall when mated with its 
super-heavy first-stage booster, 
is SpaceX’s next-generation ful-
ly reusable launch vehicle - the 
center of Musk’s ambitions to 
make human space travel more 
affordable and routine.

Myanmar protesters return 
as UN urges end to violence
Protesters return to streets as thousands attend funeral for 19-year-old woman 
killed in bloodiest day since coup

• Dozens of people were 
killed in the deadliest day of the 
crackdown by Myanmar’s military 
against anti-coup protesters

AFP | Yangon

Defiant anti-coup protesters returned 
to the streets across Myanmar yes-
terday after the deadliest day of the 

junta’s crackdown, as the United Nations 
called on the military to “stop murdering” 
civilians.

Myanmar has been in uproar since the 
military seized power on February 1, ending 
a decade-long experiment with democracy 
and triggering a mass uprising that the 
junta has increasingly sought to quash with 
lethal force.

Wednesday was the bloodiest day so 
far, with the UN saying at least 38 people 
died, as online images streamed out of 
Myanmar showing security forces firing 
into crowds and blood-covered bodies with 
bullet wounds in their heads.

UN rights chief Michelle Bachelet  
yesterday urged security forces to “halt 
their vicious crackdown on peaceful pro-
testers”.

“Myanmar’s military must stop mur-
dering and jailing protesters,” she said in 
a statement.

“It is utterly abhorrent that security forc-
es are firing live ammunition against peace-
ful protesters across the country.”

The UN rights office also said it has ver-
ified at least 54 deaths since the coup -- 
though the actual number could be far 
higher -- and over 1,700 people have been 
detained.

State-run media yesterday blamed the 
“riots” on protesters and said security forc-
es “used only crowd control weapons to 
keep the injuries to a minimum”.

Demonstrators returned to the streets 
again in Yangon and Mandalay, the na-
tion’s two biggest cities, as well as oth-
er towns that have been hotspots for  
unrest.

In recent days, Yangon’s San Chaung 
township has descended into chaos as se-
curity forces massed there to stop anti-coup 
protesters from gathering.

A residential neighbourhood known for 
its hip cafes, restaurants and bars, its streets  
yesterday were transformed with barri-
cades built from sandbags, tyres, bricks and 
barbed wire.

Passersby walked on images of junta 
leader Min Aung Hlaing, which protesters 
plastered on the ground to slow chasing 
security forces who will avoid stepping on 
the portraits.

“Yesterday was horrific... it was devas-
tating to learn the military in Myanmar has 
never changed since 1962,” activist Thinzar 
Shunlei Yi told AFP.

But “resistance is now our duty”, she said, 
pledging to protest every day.

‘Fear, false news’ 

The junta has sought to hide its crack-
down from the rest of the world, choking 
the internet and banning Facebook -- the 
most popular social media platform.

Six journalists were arrested on the 
weekend and charged under a law prohib-
iting “causing fear, spreading false news, 
or agitating directly or indirectly a govern-
ment employee”, according to their lawyer 
Tin Zar Oo.

Among them was Associated Press pho-
tographer Thein Zaw, who was arrested 
Saturday as he covered a demonstration in 
Yangon. Video emerged on Wednesday of 
him being held in a chokehold by police as 
he was handcuffed.

However protesters, citizen journalists 
and some media groups have continued 
to send images out of Myanmar, and yes-
terday the funeral of a 19-year-old woman 
killed in Mandalay was streamed live on  
Facebook.

The victim, Kyal Sin, had been wearing a 
T-shirt emblazoned with “Everything will 
be OK” in big letters on the front when she 
was shot in the head.

“She was very angry about what was hap-
pening around the country,” said her friend 
Linlae Waddy. “She always said she needed 
to protest for the country.”

Greece assesses 
damage from 
6.3 magnitude 
quake

AFP | Athens

Engineers in central 
Greece yesterday were 

assessing the damage from a 
strong 6.3 magnitude quake 
that injured at least 11 peo-
ple, damaged hundreds 
of buildings and spread  
panic.

The recovery work be-
gan as scores of people from 
the villages of Damasi and 
Mesochori, some 240 kilo-
metres (149 miles) north 
of Athens, spent the night 
away from their homes after 
Wednesday’s quake, many 
sleeping in their cars.

Civil protection officials 
said tents had been set up at 
Damasi’s outdoor stadium 
for temporary accommo-
dation, in addition to five 
hotels in the nearby town 
of Trikala and the main city 
of Larissa.

Repeated aftershocks 
have struck the area, in-
cluding a strong 5.2 magni-
tude tremor on Wednesday 
evening.

Crews inspected schools, 
hospitals and other vital 
public buildings in the area, 
in addition to homes, state 
news agency ANA said, add-
ing that schools were closed 
yesterday.

State TV ERT said more 
than 300 homes had suf-
fered various degrees of 
damage. Locals said stone 
buildings over 60 years old 
had been the hardest hit.

The earthquake also ap-
pears to have affected the 
water supply around the 
Larissa area, with many 
h o u s e h o l d s  re p o r t i n g 
cloudy water.

A church damaged in the quake

News in brief 
 u A female 
doctor was killed 
in a bomb blast in 
the eastern Afghan city of Jalalabad in 
what appeared to be another targeted 
hit, officials said, just days after three 
women media workers were gunned down 
in the area. Journalists, religious scholars, 
activists and judges have all been victims of a 
recent wave of political assassinations across 
Afghanistan, forcing many into hiding -- with 
some fleeing the country.

 u North Korean 
leader Kim Jong Un 
stressed the significance 

of the role that city and county chief 
secretaries have in improving the lives of the 
people and carrying out his five-year economic 
policies, state news media KCNA said. North 
Korea’s drastic measures to contain COVID-19 have 
exacerbated human rights abuses and economic 
hardship, including reports of starvation, for 
its citizens, already battered by international 
sanctions, a United Nations investigator said.

 u Kremlin critic 
Alexei Navalny is 
sharing a quarantine 
cell in central Russia, allies said, revealing his location 
for the first time since he was moved from jail in 
Moscow last week to serve a 2-1/2 year sentence in a 
penal colony. The whereabouts of Navalny, 44, had been 
a mystery since he left jail in Moscow. His lawyer Vadim 
Kobzev told Reuters he had met Navalny at the Kolchugino 
jail in the Vladimir region northeast of Moscow. Navalny was 
was feeling good despite hardship, Kobzev said.

 u Australia’s 
prime minister threw 
his support behind a 

senior minister accused of rape, and rejected 
mounting calls for an independent investigation 
into the allegations. Attorney-General Christian 
Porter -- the government’s top legal officer and a 
former state prosecutor -- tearfully denied raping a 
16-year-old fellow student in 1988.

 u A transgender South 
Korean soldier who was 
forcibly discharged from the 
army after gender-reassignment surgery has 
been found dead, police said, prompting anger 
and calls for legal reforms. Firefighters found 
Byun Hee-soo in her home in Cheongju after a 
mental health counsellor called emergency services 
to report that she had not been heard from for 
several days. Reports said no note was found but 
the death was being treated as suicide.

North Korea’s Kim stresses 
roles of city, county leaders

Australia PM backs attorney 
general accused of rape

Female doctor killed in Afghanistan 
after murder of media workers

Navalny emerges in jail in Russia’s 
Vladimir region, meets lawyers

Anger as South Korean 
transgender soldier found dead

Meghan accuses royal family 
of ‘perpetuating falsehoods’
The Duchess of Sussex refers to the royals as ‘The Firm’ in an interview airing Sunday

• Meghan criticises 
Buckingham Palace in 
latest excerpt ahead of 
broadcast of full Oprah 
Winfrey interview

Reuters | London

Prince Harry’s wife Meghan 
has accused Buckingham 
Palace of “perpetuating 

falsehoods” about her and her 
spouse, saying the royal couple 
would not be silent in telling their 
story.

Meghan, the Duchess of Sussex, 
made the comments to American 
talk show host Oprah Winfrey 
in an interview about why they 
quit their royal roles that is due 
to be broadcast on US television 
on Sunday.

An advance excerpt of the inter-
view was released on Wednesday, 
hours after Buckingham Palace 
said it was “very concerned” 
about reports in the Times news-
paper that assistants working for 
Meghan two years ago had been 
bullied by her.

Harry and Meghan issued a 
statement denying that she had 
bullied anyone.

“How do you feel about the Pal-
ace hearing you speak your truth 
today?” Winfrey asks Meghan in 
the excerpt.

Meghan responded: “I don’t 
know how they could expect that 
after all of this time we would still 
just be silent, if there is an active 

role that The Firm is playing in 
perpetuating falsehoods about 
us.” The Firm is the name that 
the British royal family sometimes 
uses to describe itself.

“And if that comes with risk of 
losing things, I mean, there’s a lot 
that’s been lost already,” Meghan 
added.

The interview was recorded 
before The Times newspaper ran 
a report citing unnamed sources 
as saying an aide to Harry and 
Meghan had raised a complaint 
in October 2018 alleging that 
Meghan had reduced some of her 
assistants to tears and treated oth-
ers so badly that they had quit.

The paper said Harry had urged 
the aide, who has now left their 
staff, to drop the complaint, and 
it never progressed.

The Times said it had been con-
tacted by former staff members 

who wanted the public to gain 
insight before the Winfrey in-
terview aired - and that lawyers 
for the couple had labelled the 
allegations a smear orchestrated 
by the Palace.

“We are clearly very concerned 
about allegations in The Times 
following claims made by former 
staff of The Duke and Duchess of 
Sussex,” Buckingham Palace said 
in a statement.

The Royal Household “does not 
and will not tolerate bullying or 
harassment in the workplace”, 
it added.

It said its HR team would look 
into the allegations, and that 
members of staff involved at the 
time would be invited to partic-
ipate. 

“Saddened by attack”
A spokeswoman for Meghan 

said earlier that she was “sad-
dened by this latest attack on her 
character, particularly as some-
one who has been the target of 
bullying herself and is deeply 
committed to supporting those 
who have experienced pain and 
trauma”.

Meghan and Harry, who mar-
ried in May 2018, stepped back 
from their official duties in March 
last year to forge new careers and 
a financially independent life in 
California.

That decision was confirmed 
last month, when they also hand-
ed over all their royal patronages. 
They said their move was fuelled 
in part by intense press intrusion.

However, Meghan had also pre-
viously indicated that she felt she 
did not have the full support of the 
royal family.

In court documents submitted 
as part of her successful privacy 
action against the mass-circula-
tion Mail on Sunday, her lawyers 
said she had felt “unprotected” 
while she was pregnant with their 
son Archie.

Meghan, the Duchess of Sussex, left, in conversation with Oprah Winfrey

Pope says he will visit Iraq as ‘pilgrim of peace’
AFP | Rome

On the eve of his historic trip 
to Iraq, Pope Francis paid 

tribute yesterday to those who 
have suffered from years of vio-
lence, saying he came as a “pil-
grim of peace”.

In a  video message,  the 
84-year-old offered his hand to 
“brothers and sisters of other re-
ligions”, but also highlighted the 
heavy toll paid by Iraq’s Chris-
tian communities, saying there 
had been “too many martyrs”.

“I long to meet you, to see your 
faces, to visit your land, ancient 
and extraordinary cradle of civi-
lisation,” the pope said.

“I come as a pilgrim, a penitent 
pilgrim to implore forgiveness 
and reconciliation from the Lord 
after years of war and terrorism.”

“I come as a pilgrim of peace 
in search of fraternity, animated 
by the desire to pray together 
and to walk together, also with 
the brothers and sisters of other 
religions,” he added.

The pope, making his first for-
eign trip since the coronavirus 
pandemic swept Europe a year 
ago, will arrive in Iraq on Friday 
before embarking on a packed 
schedule of events through to 
Sunday.

From central Baghdad to the 
Shiite shrine city of Najaf, wel-
come banners featuring his im-
age and Arabic title “Baba al-Vat-

ican” already dot the streets.
From Ur, the birthplace of the 

Prophet Abraham in the south-

ern desert, to ravaged Christian 
towns in the north, roads are be-
ing paved and churches rehabil-
itated. Among the most extraor-
dinary moments of the trip will 
be his one-on-one meeting with 
Grand Ayatollah Ali Sistani, the 
highly reclusive cleric, who is a 
top religious authority for many 
of the world’s Shiite Muslims. 

Francis is fulfilling the dream 
of a predecessor, John Paul II, by 
visiting Iraq -- despite a rampag-
ing coronavirus epidemic and an 
upsurge in violence.

The security challenges were 
highlighted Wednesday when a 
rocket attack hit a base hosting 
US-led coalition troops, which 
came after several weeks of esca-
lating US-Iran tensions on Iraqi 
soil.

Strong quake shakes 
New Zealand, but no 
damage reported 
and tsunami threat 
eases
Reuters | Wellington

A strong 7.2 magnitude earth-
quake struck off the east of 

New Zealand’s North Island on 
Friday, prompting a tsunami 
warning that was later with-
drawn, the Pacific Tsunami 
Warning Centre (PTWC) said, 
although residents were asked 
to stay alert.

“There is no longer a tsunami 
threat from this earthquake,” 
PTWC said in a statement.

There were no immediate 
reports of damage, but the Na-
tional Emergency Management 
Agency (NEMA) advised people 
in some coastal areas to move 
immediately to high ground.

Local civil defence author-
ities said the tsunami threat 
would continue for several 
hours.

“Coastal inundation (flood-
ing of land areas) is expected in 
areas under Land and Marine 
threat,” NEMA said in a tweet.

The closest major city to the 
epicentre is Gisborne with a 
population of about 35,500. 
People near the coast from 
Cape Runaway to Tolaga Bay 
were told to evacuate.

Members of the Iraqi special forces stand guard in front of a billboard welcoming 
Pope Francis

SpaceX Starship SN10 explodes after landing at South Padre Island, Texas

People attend the funeral of Angel a 19-year-old protester also known as Kyal Sin who was shot in the head

Myanmar’s military must 
stop murdering and jailing 

protesters. It is utterly 
abhorrent that security forces 

are firing live ammunition 
against peaceful protesters 

across the country
MICHELLE BACHELET

UN RIGHTS CHIEF

I don’t know how they 
could expect that after 

all of this time we would 
still just be silent, 

if there is an active 
role that The Firm is 

playing in perpetuating 
falsehoods about us

MEGHAN

A first orbital Starship 
flight is planned for 
year’s end. Musk has 
said he intends to fly 
Japanese billionaire 

Yusaku Maezawa 
around the moon with 
the Starship in 2023
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Pope Francis is ful-
filling the dream of 
a predecessor, John 

Paul II, by visiting Iraq 
-- despite a rampaging 
coronavirus epidemic 

and an upsurge in 
violence
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116,042,904

2,576,369

91,727,927
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Recovered:

New cases 

New deaths 
+283,542 

+5,522 

Country Total 
cases

new 
cases

Total 
deaths

New 
Deaths

Total 
recovered

Active 
cases

Egypt 184,168 10,822 142,155 31,191

Saudi 
Arabia

378,708 +375 6,514 +4 369,613 2,581

UAE 402,205 +2,742 1,286 +17 387,278 13,641

Kuwait 193,372 1,092 181,119 11,161

Oman 142,896 +369 1,583 133,491 7,822

Qatar 165,546 +475 260 155,070 10,216

Middle East

Country Total cases Total  
deaths

1 USA 29,475,199 532,068

2 India 11,173,567 157,584

3 Brazil 10,722,221 259,402

4 Russia 4,290,135 87,823

5 UK 4,201,358 124,025

6 France 3,835,595 87,835

7 Spain 3,142,358 69,801

8 Italy 2,999,119 98,288

9 Turkey 2,746,158 28,706

10 Germany 2,477,868 71,325

11 Colombia 2,262,646 59,972

12 Argentina 2,126,531 52,192

13 Mexico 2,104,987 188,044

14 Poland 1,750,659 44,649
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