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HISTORY
Ottoman Sultan 
Suleiman the 
Magnificent oc-
cupies Baghdad

Council of Trent holds its last ses-
sion after 18 years, the last ecumen-
ical council for more than 300 years

Thirty-eight colonists from Berkeley Par-
ish, England, disembark in Virginia and 
give thanks to God, considered by many 
the first Thanksgiving in the Americas

Britain’s “The Observer” 
is first published and 
becomes the world’s 

oldest Sunday newspaper
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On the International 
Day of Persons with 

Disabilities, we reiterate 
our commitment to al-
ways ensuring dignity, 
access and opportunity 
for our Divyang sisters 
and brothers. 

@narendramodi

Under Joe Biden, the 
avg American family 

lost over $3,000 of house-
hold income and over the 
first 10 months of this 
administration they’ve 
gained over $1,000 of that 
income back

@VP

Together with First 
Lady Olena @Zelen-

skaUA, we met with rep-
resentatives of University 
College Dublin who are 
helping Ukraine imple-
ment advanced frontline 
emergency medical tech-
niques.

@ZelenskyyUa

People with disabil-
ities drive progress 

that benefits us all. Yet 
too often, they are de-
nied a seat at the de-
cision-making table. 
When inclusion is real, 
everyone benefits. Let’s 
commit to working side-
by-side with people with 
disabilities to build more 
resilient societies.

@antonioguterres

 Disclaimer: (Views expressed 
by columnists are personal and 
need not necessarily reflect our 

editorial stance)
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News in brief 
 u Thailand has seized 
more than $300 million in assets 
tied to criminal networks running 
multibillion-dollar scam centres in 
Southeast Asia, Prime Minister Anutin 
Charnvirakul said yesterday.  The 
announcement comes after authorities 
across Asia, Europe and the United 
States targeted Cambodia’s Prince 
Holding Group and its global business 
network with asset seizures and freezes 
worth billions of dollars. In October, US 
authorities indicted Prince’s Chinese-born 
founder Chen Zhi, accusing him of presiding 
over forced labour camps in Cambodia 
where trafficked workers conduct online scams. Anutin told reporters on 
Wednesday that alleged scammers targeted with asset seizures valued at more 
than $300 million were “among the big ones”, including Chen, a Cambodian 
senator and two Thai nationals. “All those responsible must be brought to justice 
under the law,” the prime minister said.

u A Chinese factory 
reportedly making “childlike” 
sex dolls sold on major 
internet shopping platforms 

is under official investigation, local authorities said yesterday.  Online news outlet 
The Paper reported that several factories in southern Guangdong province were 
producing customisable dolls with “childlike pornography characteristics”. The 
items -- including some designed to appear “pregnant” -- were being sold on 
Chinese e-commerce platforms like Taobao and the Instagram-like Xiaohongshu, 
the report earlier Wednesday said. District regulators in Huizhou city said a team 
was investigating one factory allegedly making the dolls and had ordered it to 
“immediately suspend production”. A public outcry erupted last month after 
French authorities accused global e-commerce giant Shein of selling sex dolls 
resembling children.

u German President Frank-Walter 
Steinmeier received a ceremonial welcome to Britain 
Wednesday as his state visit got into full swing 
-- the first by Germany’s official head of state in 27 
years. Steinmeier enjoyed a horse-drawn carriage 
ride with King Charles III and inspected a Guard of 
Honour at Windsor Castle, west of London, on day 
one of his three-day stay. He was feted with a 41-gun 
salute at the 1,000-year-old castle where he ate lunch 
and reviewed items related to Germany in the Royal 
Collection. Steinmeier then met UK Prime Minister 
Keir Starmer at Downing Street, where the British 
leader praised the work the two countries had done supporting Ukraine. Starmer 
said Britain and Germany were also working together on migration, trade and 
economic growth and that the two countries’ relationship was going from “from 
strength to strength”.

China investigates factory 
allegedly making ‘childlike’ sex dolls

German 
president enjoys 
royal treatment on 

UK state visit

Thailand seizes 
$300 mn in assets 
linked to cyberscam 

networks

Each year, the United States 
issues around 1 million green 

cards, with roughly half 
granted to immediate rela-
tives of US citizens, making 
family-based immigration 

the largest pathway to per-
manent residency.

KNOW WHAT

The Kurdistan Region of Iraq (KRI) is an 
officially recognised autonomous region 
with its own parliament, security forces 
(the Peshmerga), and the authority to 

manage many of its internal affairs inde-
pendently of the federal government.

KNOW WHAT
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THE TOILET WAR AT 
30,000 FEET…

Right now, 
when your 

fridge can talk, 
your watch 

can tell you to 
breathe, and 

your phone 
unlocks by 

recognising 
your mood, 

I fail to 
understand one 

thing:
Why are we 

still standing in 
queues like it’s 

1984?
Why can’t 
there be a 

simple screen 
that displays:

“Seat 22A, 
please proceed 
to the counter.”

Just as I took the final, emotional bite of my burger—yes, the 
sacred last bite—we ran towards the gate like contestants 
in a discount-day black friday race. We were flying to Lon-

don for a weekend break. My wife, however, looked unusually 
serious while staring at the boarding pass.

Before I could ask, she declared with full drama, “Six and a 
half hours. And still no separate toilets for women on planes. 
Why?”

Now, this is a dangerous 
moment. A married man 
knows when to speak and, 
more importantly, when 
not to. So I waited until 
she settled comfortably, 
started her favourite mov-
ie, and her blood pressure 
returned to normal.

The reality is simple: 
aircraft don’t have enough 
space. We barely have 
room for my knees—for-
get extra toilets. And the 
world is slowly moving to-
wards unisex everything 
anyway.

But the toilet debate 
didn’t end there. My wife 
began passionately ex-
plaining why men should 
never be allowed near a 
ladies’ toilet seat. Accord-
ing to her, men and toilet 
etiquette are two parallel 
lines that will never meet.

My reply? “Maybe you 
just have a little OCD. Try 
counselling?”

She gave me that look. 
Instantly, I surrendered: 
“Yes, yes… you’re abso-
lutely right.”

Then I added, “I have 
another solution: why 
can’t airlines keep one 
separate toilet for men—
especially for the handful 
who treat the toilet seat 
like a gymnastics beam?”

On our return journey 
to Bahrain, all I could 
see was a queue—a long 
queue near the check-in 
counter. A queue so long 
it looked like a movie pre-
miere where the movie is 
terrible, but the popcorn 
is free.

We joined the line sole-
ly to secure some cabin 
luggage space. Finally, the 
airline staff began calling 
zones. Suddenly, half the 
passengers realised they 
were not in the zone they 
had confidently claimed 
to be in. People drifted out 
of the queue like confused 
sheep searching for their 
shepherd.

And of course, there are 
always those brave war-
riors who try to “nego-
tiate” with the queue by 
sneaking in from the side. 
Nothing unites humanity 
more than the collective anger towards a queue-cutter.

Right now, when your fridge can talk, your watch can tell you 
to breathe, and your phone unlocks by recognising your mood, 
I fail to understand one thing:

Why are we still standing in queues like it’s 1984?
Why can’t there be a simple screen that displays:
“Seat 22A, please proceed to the counter.”
You walk in calmly, nobody shoves, nobody pushes, nobody 

pretends to be sick—and for me, honestly, I can’t stand this 
anymore!

 (The author is the Chairman & Managing Director of The Daily Tribune)

Lebanon, Israel 
hold first direct 
talks in decades
Talks at UN peacekeeping force’s headquarters in Lebanon 

• The United 
States has pushed 
for direct talks

• Netanyahu’s office 
announced he was 
sending a civilian 
representative

AFP | Beirut, Lebanon

Lebanese and Israeli civil-
ian representatives held 
their first direct talks 

yesterday in decades, part of a 
year-old ceasefire monitoring 
mechanism in the war with mil-
itant group Hezbollah, a source 
close to the talks told AFP.

The meeting was taking 
place at the UN peacekeeping 
force’s headquarters in Leb-
anon Naqura near the border 

with Israel, the source said, as 
part of a mechanism to oversee 
the ceasefire that took hold in 
November 2024.

Morgan Ortagus, the US spe-
cial envoy for Lebanon, also 
attended Wednesday’s meeting, 
the source added. The United 
States has been piling pressure 
on Lebanon to rapidly disarm 
Hezbollah.

Ortagus’s participation came 
a day after her visit to Jeru-
salem where she met Israeli 
Foreign Minister Gideon Saar. 
Israeli media said she also met 
Prime Minister Benjamin Ne-
tanyahu.

Until now Israel and Leba-
non, which have no formal dip-
lomatic relations, had insisted 
on keeping military officers in 
the role.

The United States has pushed 
for direct talks between the two 
neighbours in a bid to stabilise 
the region and further weaken 

Iran-backed Hezbollah.
Netanyahu’s  of f ice  an-

nounced he was sending a ci-
vilian representative to meet 
officials in Lebanon, in what it 
called a first attempt to estab-
lish a basis for ties between the 
two countries.

Lebanese President Joseph’s 
Aoun office also said yesterday 
that his delegation would be 
led by former ambassador Si-
mon Karam and that it had been 
informed that Israel would in-
clude “a non-military member 
in its delegation.”

The appointment of a civilian 
on the Lebanese side came after 
Lebanon declared itself ready 
for negotiations with its south-
ern neighbour.

Netanyahu has repeatedly 
indicated that Lebanon should 
join the Abraham Accords, un-
der which a handful of Arab and 
Muslim countries have normal-
ised ties with Israel.

 Lebanese soldiers standing atop military vehicles in Alma Al-Shaab, near the border with Israel in southern Lebanon

US halts immigration 
applications for 19 nations

Homeland Security said would push to expand the list of restricted countries

• 19 nations 
include Afghanistan, 
Yemen and Haiti

AFP | Washington, United States

The US government has 
halted immigration appli-
cations for citizens from 

19 nations including Afghani-
stan, Yemen and Haiti, an offi-
cial memorandum said Tuesday, 
deepening a sweeping crackdown 
on migration.

Authorities paused green card 
and citizenship processing for 
people from countries already 
subject to travel restrictions an-
nounced in June by President 
Donald Trump, the memo from 
the US Citizenship and Immigra-
tion Services (USCIS) said.

Other affected nations include 
Venezuela, Sudan and Somalia.

Senior US officials had signaled 
in recent days they would dra-
matically tighten restrictions 
on immigration, a move fueled 
by the shooting of two National 
Guard soldiers last week.

The main suspect in the shoot-
ing, which killed one, is an Af-

ghan national who entered the 
United States during mass evacu-
ations as foreign forces withdrew 
from Afghanistan in 2021. He 
pled not guilty to murder charges 
on Tuesday.

The memo said USCIS “plays an 
instrumental role in preventing 
terrorists from seeking safe hav-
en in the United States.”

The country had recently seen 
“what a lack of screening, vetting, 
and prioritizing expedient adju-
dications can do to the American 

people,” it added, citing the Af-
ghan murder suspect.

Homeland Security chief Kristi 
Noem said Monday she would 
push to expand the list of restrict-
ed countries.

“I just met with the President. 
I am recommending a full travel 
ban on every damn country that’s 
been flooding our nation with 
killers, leeches, and entitlement 
junkies,” she said on X, without 
naming which countries should 
be included.

US media reported Tuesday 
that federal authorities planned 
to launch a major immigration 
enforcement operation against 
Somali immigrants in Minneso-
ta in the coming days, sparking 
pushback from local leaders who 
said state police would not co-
operate.

“Our values and our commit-
ments to the Somali community, 
to every community of immi-
grants and people in our city is 
rock solid and will be unwaver-
ing,” said Minneapolis mayor 
Jacob Frey.

Raccoon goes on liquor 
binge, passes out in toilet

AFP | Washington, United 
States

The suspect in a break-in 
at a liquor store in the US 

state of Virginia left a trail of 
broken glass and ended in a 
drunken heap on the floor.

But the perpetrator of this 
booze-fueled rampage was re-
leased without charge into the 
wild after a few hours’ sleep to 
sober up. Hanover County An-
imal Protection and Shelter re-
ported Tuesday that a raccoon 
broke into the Ashland ABC 
Store over the Thanksgiving 
Holiday weekend.

One of the shelter’s officers 
was called to the scene on Sat-
urday morning and discovered 
the “suspect” had ransacked 
several shelves and passed 
out in the bathroom.Photos 

showed an aisle of the store 
littered with broken bottles, 
and the raccoon spread-ea-
gled, face-down, beside the 
lavatory.

“After a few hours of sleep 
and zero signs of injury (other 
than maybe a hangover and 
poor life choices), he was safe-
ly released back to the wild, 
hopefully having learned that 
breaking and entering is not 
the answer,” the shelter said in 
a Facebook post.

“A good drunk always passes 
out near the toilet,” joked one 
Facebook commenter, Tom 
Wright. Raccoons, known for 
their dexterous paws, are na-
tive to North America. They 
are nocturnal and often rifle 
through garbage and other 
places as they scavenge for 
food.

Representative picture

US opens new mega consulate in Iraq’s Kurdistan
AFP | Erbil, Iraq

The United States inaugurat-
ed a new mega consulate 

yesterday in Erbil, the capital 
of the autonomous Kurdistan 
region in northern Iraq.

Kurdish authorities enjoy 
strong ties with the US, which 
led the 2003 invasion that top-
pled longtime Iraqi ruler Sadd-
am Hussein, who had persecut-
ed the Kurds.

The US has had a consulate 
in Erbil since 2011, but the 
new, larger complex spans 50  
acres.

The project “is a physical 
symbol of America’s long-term 
partnership with Iraq and the 
Iraqi Kurdistan Region”, Mi-
chael J. Rigas, US deputy sec-
retary of state for management 
and resources, said at the open-
ing. Kurdistan presents itself 
as a relative oasis of stability in 

Iraq, which has seen decades 
of turmoil but has recently re-
gained a sense of normalcy.

Rigas said Washington saw 

“the Iraqi Kurdistan Region as 
a dynamic entry point to Iraq’s 
markets for American compa-
nies”.

Israel says received presumed remains of Gaza hostage
AFP | Jerusalem, Undefined

Israel announced yesterday it 
had received hostage remains 

found in Gaza from the Red Cross, 
which were being transported to 
the morgue for identification.

It comes as the US-brokered 
ceasefire between Israel and Ha-
mas remains fragile, with both 
sides accusing each other of vio-
lating the terms.

Under the first phase of the 
deal -- which came into effect in 
October -- Palestinians were due 
to return all 48 hostages they 
held captive, 20 of whom were 
still alive. All but the bodies of 
two hostages -- Israeli Ran Gvili 

and Thai national Sudthisak Rin-
thalak -- have since been hand-
ed over, but Israel has accused 
Hamas of dragging their feet on 
returning remains.

“Israel has received, via the 
Red Cross, the coffin of a de-
ceased hostage, which was de-
livered to (army) and Shin Bet 
(internal security service) forces 
in the Gaza Strip,” Prime Minis-
ter’s office said. “The coffin of 
the deceased hostage... crossed 
the border into the State of Is-
rael a short while ago and is on 
its way to the National Institute 
for Forensic Medicine, where 
identification procedures will be 
carried out,” the Israeli army said. 

To allow Gazans to exit to Egypt
Jerusalem, Undefined

Israel said yesterday it would 
open the Rafah crossing from 

Gaza to Egypt to allow residents 
to exit the Palestinian territory 
"in the coming days," but Egypt 
denied such a deal with Israel.

"In accordance with the 
ceasefire agreement... the Ra-
fah Crossing will open in the 
coming days exclusively for the 
exit of residents from the Gaza 
Strip to Egypt", COGAT, the 
Israeli defence ministry body 

that oversees civil affairs in the 
Palestinian territories, said in 
a statement. But Egypt swiftly 
denied that it had agreed a deal, 
insisting that the key crossing 
be opened in both directions.

"If an agreement is reached 
to open the crossing, it will be 
in both directions, to enter and 
exit the Gaza Strip, in accord-
ance with the plan of US Presi-
dent Donald Trump," the state 
information service said in a 
statement, quoting an official 
Egyptian source.

China says Britain 
embassy delay 
’completely 
unreasonable’
Beijing, China

China said yesterday it 
was "strongly dissat-

isfied" with Britain's lat-
est delay to a decision on 
whether to allow Beijing 
to build a sprawling new 
embassy in London.

Residents, rights groups 
and China hawks have op-
posed the development 
of the embassy complex, 
which would be the largest 
in Britain if built, fearing it 
could be used for spying and 
harassing dissidents.

Street vendors, many of whom are recent arrivals from West Africa, sell bags, 
watches, and jewelry along Canal Street  in New York City.

People walk outside the Zayed National Museum in Abu Dhabi. Zayed National Museum opened it’s doors in Abu Dhabi with 
galleries showcasing the history, heritage, and development of the United Arab Emirates.

Zayed National Museum in Abu Dhabi


