
People cut Banksy mural off 
battle-scarred Ukraine wall 

Reuters | Kyiv

A group of people tried to 
take a mural by graffiti 

artist Banksy in Ukraine by 
cutting it off a battle-scarred 
wall where it was painted, the 
governor of Kyiv region said.

The group managed to slice 
off a section of board and 
plaster bearing the image of 
a woman in a gas mask and 
dressing gown holding a fire 
extinguisher on the side of a 
scorched building.

But they were spotted at the 
scene in the city of Hostomel 
near Kyiv and the mural was 
retrieved, Oleksiy Kuleba said 

in a statement.
The image was still intact 

and police were protecting it, 
he added.

“These images are, after 
all, symbols of our struggle 
against the enemy ... We’ll do 
everything to preserve these 
works of street art as a symbol 
of our victory,” he said.

Banksy, whose work can 
sell for millions of dollars on 
the art market, confirmed he 
had painted the mural and six 
others last month in places 
that were badly affected by 
heavy fighting after Rus-
sia invaded Ukraine in late  
February.

NO MAN WAS EVER WISE BY 
CHANCE
LUCIUS ANNAEUS SENECA
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The EU agreement on 
an oil price cap, co-

ordinated with G7 and 
others, will reduce Rus-
sia’s revenues signifi-
cantly. It will help us sta-
bilise global energy pric-
es, benefitting emerging 
economies around the 
world.

@vonderleyen

Growing up in a family 
business, I know the 

transformative impact a 
small business can have 
on a local community. 
Get behind your local 
businesses and invest in 
Britain  #SmallBizSatUK

@RishiSunak

Our world is confront-
ing a cascade of crises 

that are disproportionally 
impacting persons with 
disabilities. Their active 
participation & full inclu-
sion in decision-making 
processes is crucial to 
build an accessible and 
equitable world for all.

@antonioguterres

On International Day 
of Persons with Dis-

abilities, we celebrate 
disability inclusion and 
mobilize for the dignity, 
human rights, and well-
being of all people. I also 
recognize the contribu-
tions of our colleagues 
with disabilities to our 
diplomacy around the 
world. #IDPD

@SecBlinken

 Disclaimer: (Views expressed 
by columnists are personal and 
need not necessarily reflect our 

editorial stances)
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Distant black hole is caught in 
the act of annihilating a star
Reuters | Washington

Astronomers have detected 
an act of extreme violence 

more than halfway across the 
known universe as a black hole 
shreds a star that wandered too 
close to this celestial savage. 
But this was no ordinary in-
stance of a ravenous black hole.

It was one of only four exam-
ples - and the first since 2011 - of 
a black hole observed in the act 
of tearing apart a passing star 
in what is called a tidal disrup-
tion event and then launching 
luminous jets of high-energy 
particles in opposite directions 
into space, researchers said. 
And it was both the furthest and 
brightest such event on record.

Astronomers described the 
event in studies published on 
Wednesday in the journals Na-
ture and Nature Astronomy.

The culprit appears to be a 

supermassive black hole be-
lieved to be hundreds of mil-
lions of times the mass of our 
sun located roughly 8.5 billion 

light years away from Earth. A 
light year is the distance light 
travels in a year, 5.9 trillion 
miles (9.5 trillion km).

Ukraine urges tougher Western 
squeeze on Russian oil prices
Russia says “will not accept” $60 price cap set by G7, Australia and EU

• Russia says it will 
continue to find buyers 
for its oil despite 
“dangerous” price caps

AP | Kyiv

The office of Ukrainian Pres-
ident Volodymyr Zelen-
skyy called yesterday for 

a lower price cap on Russian 
oil than the one agreed to by 
Ukraine’s Western supporters, 
while Russian authorities called 
the $60-per-barrel cap harmful 
to free, stable markets.

Andriy Yermak, the head of 
Zelenskyy’s office, wrote on social 
media that the price ceiling set by 
the European Union, Australia, 
Britain, Canada, Japan, and the 
United States on Friday didn’t go 
far enough. The cap is set to take 
effect Monday, along with an EU 
embargo on Russian oil shipped 
by sea.

“It would be necessary to lower 
it to $30 in order to destroy the 
enemy’s economy faster,” Yermak 
wrote on Telegram, staking out 

a position also favoured by Po-
land — a leading critic of Russian 
President Vladimir Putin’s war 
in Ukraine.

The Russian Embassy in Wash-
ington insisted that Russian oil 
“will continue to be in demand” 
and criticized the price limit as 
“reshaping the basic principles of 
the functioning of free markets.” 
A post on the embassy’s Telegram 
channel predicted the per-barrel 
cap would lead to “a widespread 

increase in uncertainty and high-
er costs for consumers of raw ma-
terials.”

The price cap aims to put an 
economic squeeze on Russia and 
further crimp its ability to finance 
a war that has killed an untold 
number of civilians and fight-
ers, driven millions of Ukrainians 
from their homes and weighed on 
the world economy for more than 
nine months.

The General Staff of the Ukrain-

ian Armed Forces reported that 
since Friday Russia’s forces had 
fired five missiles, carried out 
27 airstrikes and launched 44 
shelling attacks against Ukraine’s 
military positions and civilian 
infrastructure.

Kyrylo Tymoshenko, the deputy 
head of the president’s office, said 
the attacks killed one civilian and 
wounded four others in eastern 
Ukraine’s Donetsk region. Ac-
cording to the UK Defense Min-
istry, Russian forces “continue 
to invest a large element of their 
overall military effort and fire-
power” around the small Don-
estsk city of Bakhmut, which 
they have spent weeks trying to 
capture.

In southern Ukraine’s Kher-
son province, whose capital city 

of the same name was liberated 
by Ukrainian forces three weeks 
ago following a Russian retreat, 
Gov. Yaroslav Yanushkevich said 
evacuations of civilians stuck in 
Russian-held territory across the 
Dnieper River would resume tem-
porarily.

Strong quake 
shakes main 
Indonesia island, no 
major damage

AP | Jakarta

A strong earthquake 
shook parts of Indo-

nesia’s main island of Java 
yesterday, causing panic but 
only minor damage just two 
weeks after an equally pow-
erful quake killed hundreds.

The US Geological Sur-
vey said the magnitude 5.7 
quake was centered about 
18 kilometres (11 miles) 
southeast of Banjar, a city 
between West Java and 
Central Java provinces, at 
a depth of 112 kilometres 
(70 miles).

One resident was injured 
in Selaawi village of West 
Java’s Garut district, and 
at least four houses and a 
school were damaged, said 
Suharyanto, the Nation-
al Disaster Management 
Agency head who goes by 
a single name. He said au-
thorities were still collect-
ing information about the 
damage.

News in brief 
 u Beijing 
residents 
yesterday 

cheered the removal of COVID-19 testing 
booths while Shenzhen said it would no 
longer require commuters to present test 
results to travel, as an easing of China’s 
virus curbs gathered pace. Although daily 
cases are near all-time highs, some cities 
are taking steps to loosen COVID testing 
requirements and quarantine rules as China 
looks to make its zero-COVID policy more 

targeted amid a sharp economic slowdown and public frustration that has boiled 
over into unrest. The southern city of Shenzhen announced it would no longer 
require people to show a negative COVID test result to use public transport or 
enter parks, following similar moves by Chengdu and Tianjin.

 u Former US intelligence 
contractor Edward Snowden, 
who exposed the scale of 
secret surveillance by the National Security Agency 
(NSA), has sworn an oath of allegiance to Russia and 
received a Russian passport, TASS reported. “Yes, he 
got [a passport], he took the oath,” Anatoly Kucherena, 
Snowden’s lawyer, told the state news agency TASS. 
“This is still a criminal investigative matter,” White 
House spokesman John Kirby told reporters, referring 
any questions about the report on Snowden to the U.S. 
Department of Justice, which declined to comment. US authorities have for 
years wanted Snowden returned to the United States to face a criminal trial on 

espionage charges.

 u Finnish PM Sanna Marin 
has said Europe is “not strong 

enough” to stand up to Russia’s invasion of 
Ukraine on its own, and has had to rely on US 
support. During a visit to Australia, the leader of 
the pending Nato member said Europe’s defences 
must be strengthened. “I must be brutally honest 
with you, Europe isn’t strong enough right 
now,” she said. “We would be in trouble without 
the United States.” The US is by far the largest 

provider of military assistance to Ukraine. Speaking at the Lowy Institute think 
tank in Sydney, Marin said: “The United States has given a lot of weapons, a lot of 
financial aid, a lot of humanitarian aid to Ukraine and Europe isn’t strong enough 

Beijing, Shenzhen loosen more 
COVID curbs as China fine-tunes policy

Europe would be in trouble 
without US - Finnish PM

US whistleblower Snowden 
gets Russian passport

World’s oldest tortoise turns 190

AFP | London

He was born not long after Na-
poleon died, and is now offi-

cially the planet’s oldest known 
living land animal.

Jonathan the Seychelles Giant 
Tortoise is celebrating his 190th 
birthday — more or less — on St 
Helena in the remote South At-
lantic, where the defeated French 
emperor died in exile in 1821.

Jonathan, it is believed based on 
shell measurements, was hatched 
around 1832, and he was brought 
to the UK overseas territory from 
the Seychelles 50 years later.

He lives out a comfortable re-
tirement in Plantation House, the 
official residence of the St Hele-
na governor, where his birthday 
is being marked with events all 
weekend including the issuance 
of a special stamp.

The celebration climaxes on 
Sunday with a “birthday cake” 
made out of Jonathan’s favourite 
foods.

He is particularly partial to car-

rots, lettuce, cucumber, apples and 
pears, according to his handlers.

Despite his advanced years, he 
is also partial to a female tortoise 
called Emma, who is merely in 
her 50s.

“He still enjoys the ladies and 
I have heard him quite regularly 
in the paddock with Emma and 
he grunts,” then-governor Lisa 
Phillips said at the time.

Prince William, like his father, prioritizes the environment
AP | Boston

Prince William capped a 
three-day visit to Boston 

by meeting with President Joe 
Biden to share his vision for 
safeguarding the environment 
before attending a gala event 
Friday evening where he sound-
ed an optimistic tone about solv-
ing the world’s environmental 
problems through “hope, opti-
mism and urgency.”.

The Prince of Wales paid 
homage to the late President 
John F. Kennedy, saying his 
Earthshot Prize was inspired by 
Kennedy’s audacious moonshot 
speech in 1962 that mobilized 
the nation to put astronauts 
on the moon. That same sense 
of urgency and scale is needed 

now to protect the environment, 
William said.

“In the same way the space 

effort six decades ago created 
jobs, boosted economies and 
provided hope, so too can the 

solutions borne of tonight’s 
Earthshot Prize winners,” Wil-
liam said.

Britain’s Prince William and US Ambassador to Australia Caroline Kennedy, 
daughter of President Kennedy, along with her children John and Tatiana 
Schlossberg tour the John F. Kennedy Presidential Library

UK, Greece in ‘secret talks’ on Parthenon Marbles: report
AFP | London

The British Museum and the 
Greek prime minister are in 

the “advanced stage” of “secret 
talks” over the “possible return” 
of the Parthenon Marbles, local 
media reported yesterday.

The ancient sculptures, also 
known as the Elgin Marbles, 
were taken from the Parthenon 
temple in Athens in the early 
19th century by British diplo-
mat Lord Elgin and have been 
held by the British Museum 
ever since. Greece wants them 
returned.

The behind-the-scenes talks 
between British Museum chair 
George Osborne and Greek 

Prime Minister Kyriakos Mit-
sotakis “have been taking place 
in London since November 

2021”, daily newspaper Ta Nea 
reported.

It said the latest discussions 

took place at a hotel this week, 
while Mitsotakis was in the 
British capital to promote Greek 
business interests.

People admire the Parthenon Marbles inside the Parthenon Galleries in the 
British Museum

Jonathan in the grounds of Plantation House, home of the governor of Saint Helena

The work is seen packed on December 2

Banksy’s graffiti before it was destroyed

An aircraft that was destroyed during fighting between Ukrainian and Russian forces 
is seen at the Kherson international airport in Kherson

It would be necessary to 
lower it to $30 in order 
to destroy the enemy’s 

economy faster
ANDRIY YERMAK, THE HEAD OF ZELENSKYY’S 

OFFICE

Indian state will proceed ‘no matter what’ 
with protest-hit Adani port-minister
Reuters | Kozhikode

India’s Kerala state will pro-
ceed “no matter what” with a 

$900 million port project and is 
open to deploying federal police 
if needed to protect it from pro-
testers blocking construction, a 
government minister told Reu-
ters yesterday.

The local fishing communi-
ty, led by Catholic priests, has 
blocked construction of Vizhin-
jam port by Adani Group for 
almost four months, erecting a 

makeshift shelter at the port’s 
entrance. The protesters say the 
huge project causes coastal ero-
sion that has undermined their 
livelihoods, calling for a com-
plete halt on the construction.

Adani Group, led by Asia’s 
richest man Gautam Adani, and 
the Kerala government, which 
is shouldering two-thirds of the 
project cost with the federal 
government, have denied such 

accusations. Clashes between 
police and protesters last week-
end injured more than 100 peo-
ple, including 64 police.

Although the protesters 
have refused to budge, Kerala’s 
minister of ports, Ahammed 
Devarkovil, said the govern-
ment of the southern state was 
hopeful of resolving the dead-
lock but there was no chance it 
would halt construction.

Police officers stand guard near barricades during a protest rally by the 
supporters of the proposed Vizhinjam port project in Kerala

Members of the National Search 
and Rescue Agency (BASARNAS) 
flies a helicopter to deliver relief 
goods to a village affected by 
Monday’s earthquake

We want to complete 
the port project no 

matter what. No 
compromise can be 

made on that. Because 
these are civilians 

protesting, the 
government’s position 
is to take this forward 
without inflicting any 

harm
KERALA’S MINISTER OF PORTS, AHAMMED 

DEVARKOVIL

Drop in COVID alertness could 
create deadly new variant - WHO
Reuters | London

Lapses in strategies to tackle 
COVID-19 this year contin-

ue to create the perfect condi-
tions for a deadly new variant 
to emerge, as parts of China 
witness a rise in infections, the 
head of the World Health Or-
ganization said.

The comments by WHO 
Director- General  Tedros 
Adhanom Ghebreyesus mark 
a change in tone just months 
after he said that the world has 
never been in a better position 
to end the pandemic.

“We are much closer to being 
able to say that the emergency 
phase of the pandemic is over, 

but we’re not there yet,” Tedros 
said.

The global health agency 
estimates that about 90% of 
the world’s population now 
has some level of immunity to 
SARS-COV-2 either due to prior 

infection or vaccination.
“Gaps in testing ... and vacci-

nation are continuing to create 
the perfect conditions for a new 
variant of concern to emerge 
that could cause significant 
mortality,” Tedros said.

WHO Director-General Tedros 
Adhanom Ghebreyesus

Gaps in testing ... 
and vaccination are 
continuing to create 

the perfect conditions 
for a new variant of 

concern to emerge that 
could cause significant 

mortality
TEDROS ADHANOM GHEBREYESUS

This undated artist’s impression illustrates how it might look when a star 
approaches too close to a black hole, where the star is squeezed by the intense 
gravitational pull of the black hole. Some of the star’s material gets pulled 
in and swirls around the black hole forming the disc that can be seen in this 
image. In rare cases, such as this one, jets of matter and radiation are shot out 
from the poles of the black hole

Jonathan, it is believed 
based on shell meas-

urements, was hatched 
around 1832, and he 

was brought to the UK 
overseas territory from 
the Seychelles 50 years 

later
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The Parthenon tem-
ple was built on the 
Acropolis in the 5th 

century BCE to honour 
Athena, the patron 
goddess of Athens
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The price cap aims 
to put an economic 

squeeze on Russia and 
further crimp its ability 

to finance a war that 
has killed an untold 

number of civilians and 
fighters, driven millions 
of Ukrainians from their 
homes and weighed on 
the world economy for 

more than nine months
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1534 1563 1619 1791
Ottoman Sultan Suleiman 
the Magnificent occupies 
Baghdad

Council of Trent holds its 
last session, after 18 years. 
Last ecumenical council 
for more than 300 years

38 colonists from Berkeley Parish, England 
disembark in Virginia and give thanks to God. 
Considered by many The First Thanksgiving 
in the Americas

Britain’s “The Observer” is first 
published, the oldest Sunday 
newspaper in the world

C u r i o s e r  &  C u r i o s e r

The second annual 
Earthshot Prize offered 
1 million pounds ($1.2 

million) in prize money 
to each of the winners 

in five separate catego-
ries: nature protection, 
clean air, ocean revival, 

waste elimination 
and climate change. 

The winners and all 15 
finalists will receive 

help in expanding their 
projects to meet global 

demand


