
Multilingual poetry session held at Indian Embassy 
Staff Reporter 
TDT| Manama 

‘Khwabgaah: House of Dreams’ 
presented an evening of multi-
lingual poetry "Sadaqtu Dosti 

Ka" under the auspices of the 
Indian Embassy as part of the 
observance of the golden jubi-
lee of India-Bahrain diplomatic 
relations.  

It was held on  December 1st at 
6:00 pm at the Indian Embassy 
in Seef. The poetry session was 
coordinated by Mrs Anupam 
Ramesh Kinger, founder of Kh-
wabgaah.

In the last five years, since 
the inception of Khwabgaah, 
the initiative has presented 
three houseful theatrical plays , 
"Main, Noor Bano", "Ram Rattan 
Hazir Ho", "Zill-e-Tabaahi " and 
an awareness event “I Do not 
Love Plastic”. 

Additionally, 28 audio stories 
have been written and pro-
duced, which are all available 
on YouTube. The organisation 
has also staged 17 live poetry ses-
sions. Khwabgaah is committed 
to keeping the flame of Hindi 
literature burning, according to 
Mrs Anupam. 

Indian Ambassador Piyush 
Srivastava and wife Monika 
Srivastava attended the event 
as chief guests. The event began 
with a welcome speech by Mrs 
Anupam, followed by a tradi-
tional lamp lighting ceremony.

The programme, " Sadaqatu 
Dosti Ka", which ran for about 
one and a half hours, featured 
eight outstanding poets from 
India and Bahrain, who recited 
their original poetry in English, 
Hindi, and Arabic.

Honoured poets invited for 
the session included Hameed 
Al Qaed, Mrs Nivedita Roy, Dr 
Nabila Zubari, Ms Parvinder 
Kaur, Mr Sudeep Deshpande, 
Mrs Fatima Mohsen,  Ms Kaavya 
Ranjith, Mrs Manar Al Sammak 
and Ms Saira Ranj.
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 It is not premissible 
to initiate any 

preliminary meetings 
or discussions for 

electing speaker and 
two deputies without 
conducting the first 
procedural session.

DR SALEH IBRAHIM AL-GHAITH, 
CHAIRMAN OF THE COUNCIL OF LEGAL 

ADVISORS IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESEN-
TATIVE

Holding meetings for electing speaker before 
first procedural session is illegal: Dr Al-Ghaith
• The Council of 
Representatives 
shall elect in its first 
session, for the same 
term, a speaker and 
two vice-chairmen

• Election date and 
time will be determined 
by the Shura Council 
or the Council of 
Representatives 

• Eldest member will 
assume presidency 
in first session

• Election process 
will be held in an 
open session

TDT | Manama 

Disputes over electing 
the speaker and deputy 
speakers took another 

crucial turn yesterday, with the 

Parliamentary Legal Advisers 
board now stepping in to de-
clare that it is illegal to begin 
any procedures or meetings for 
the speaker election prior to the 
procedural session of the Coun-
cil of Representatives. 

An Alayam report has said that 
invitations are out to 40 elected 
representatives to listen to the 
programmes and views of four 
candidates for speaker election, 
sparking protests from many 
elected representatives. 

Yesterday, Dr Saleh Ibrahim 
Al-Ghaith, Chairman of the 
Council of Legal Advisors in the 
House of Representatives, con-
firmed that it is not permissible 

to initiate any preliminary meet-
ings or discussions for electing a 
speaker and two deputies with-
out conducting the first proce-
dural session. 

Dr Al Ghaith said this after 
meeting the board of directors 
of legal advisors and Speaker 
Fawzia bin Abdullah Zainal. 

The meeting, he said, unani-
mously concluded that it is not 
permissible to invoke any pro-
cedures for electing a speaker 
other than at the time and place 
decided for that constitutionally. 

Explaining, he said that the 
term of the House of Represent-
atives is four years from the date 
of its first meeting and that the 

MPs shall elect in their first ses-
sion a speaker and two deputies 
from the members for the same 
term. 

He also pointed out that Ar-
ticle 77 of the constitution stip-
ulates that any meetings held 
for this purpose, other than at a 
time and place scheduled by the 
council, stand invalid. 

He pointed out that after the 
Royal speech, the House of Rep-
resentatives will hold its first 
session, where the eldest mem-
ber will assume the presidency, 
assisted by two senior members. 

“Their role ends with electing 
a speaker, following Article (6) 
of Decree-Law No. (54) of 2002 
regarding the internal regula-
tions of the House of Represent-
atives.” 

Members shall submit nomi-
nations to the session chairper-
son, after which the election will 
take place in an open session. 

Article (49) stipulates that 
“the chairman could delay the 
opening of the session for half an 
hour if more than half the mem-
bers are not present and could 
postpone to a later date if the 
desired quorum is not present. 

“Therefore, it is not permis-
sible to start any procedures 
or meetings related to speaker 
election,” said Dr Saleh Ibrahim 
Al-Ghaith. 

Hearing candidates before the 
first session is illegal: Repre-
sentative

Representatives, who refused 
to disclose their identities, had 
said they would not attend the 
sessions scheduled for today 
to hear the four-speaker can-
didates. 

An AlAyam report quoting 
them said the sessions are illegal 
and clearly violate constitution. 

Members pointed out that all 
candidates will receive proper 
time to address the parliament, 
and the members are free to 
elect anybody. “There is no need 
to hold a session before that.”

“Holding such sessions will 
only deny the rights of others 
who desire to run for the posi-
tions and limits the number of 
candidates to four. 

“These actions would only 
cause a rift between deputies 
and negatively affect the per-
formance of the parliament,” the 
members pointed out.  


