
IT’S THE POSSIBILITY OF HAVING A 
DREAM COME TRUE THAT MAKES 
LIFE INTERESTING.
PAULO COELHO, THE 
ALCHEMIST
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HISTORY
Russian Antarctic expedition led by 
Fabian Gottlieb von Bellingshausen 
returns to Kronstadt after being the 
first to circumnavigate Antarctica

US President Woodrow Wilson 
issues his “Proclamation of 

Neutrality” to keep the United 
States out of the war in Europe

The first train carry-
ing Jews departs from 
Mechelen, Belgium, 
for Auschwitz

Anne Frank is arrested in Amsterdam 
by German Security Police (Grüne 
Polizei) following a tip-off from an 

informer who is never identified
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My thoughts are with 
the friends and 

families of the Greek and 
Danish wildfire pilots 
who tragically died ear-
lier today in a collision 
with another helicopter 
while on duty in Greece. 
I wish a full recovery to 
those injured. It takes a 
special courage to fly to-
wards the flames so that 
others can be safe. As we 
continue to battle these 
fires side by side, Europe 
grieves with Greece and 
Denmark.

@vonderleyen

We are committed 
to protecting our 

external borders, and to 
supporting Spain. When 
our external borders 
come under pressure, the 
European response must 
be determined, fast and 
united. Solidarity is key.

@magnusbrunner

Happy National Day, 
#Switzerland! Every 

milestone @WHO has 
reached has been made 
possible, in part, by the 
country that has hosted us 
with such grace. Switzer-
land’s support has never 
wavered, and neither has 
our gratitude.

@DrTedros

We’ve already en-
dured a summer 

of extreme heat, but @
WMO forecasts  hot-
ter & drier conditions 
from South America to 
South Asia, Europe, Af-
rica & beyond, driving 
even more severe effects 
worldwide. We need 
to #ActNow to protect 
people & tackle the root 
cause of the crisis.

@antonioguterres

 Disclaimer: (Views expressed 
by columnists are personal and 
need not necessarily reflect our 

editorial stance)
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    The city of Gaza is one of 
the world’s oldest continu-

ously inhabited cities, with a 
history stretching back more 

than 4,000 years. 

KNOW WHAT

Heavily-pregnant woman 
dies after Turkey balcony 
fall, husband held

AFP | Ankara, Turkey

A heavily pregnant wom-
an died after falling from 

the balcony of her home in 
western Turkey, with police 
detaining her husband, state 
news agency Anadolu reported 
yesterday. 

The 35-year-old woman, 
who was eight months preg-
nant, died late on Sunday.

A Sudanese national, she 
was living with her husband 
in a fourth-floor flat in the city 
of Bursa.

Her husband, 37, who was 
home at the time of the inci-
dent with their three-year-old 
daughter, was taken into cus-
tody with police opening an 
investigation, it said.

The husband told police that 
his wife had jumped out of the 
bedroom window.

In his testimony, he told po-
lice he met his wife in Sudan 
and they had been married for 

five years.
He admitted to solvent 

abuse, saying the habit often 
caused fights including one on 
Sunday night.

Two neighbours also report-
ed hearing sounds of a fight, 
Anadolu said.

Turkey does not publish fig-
ures on femicides, leaving the 
task to women's organisations 
that collect data on murders 
and other deaths under sus-
picious circumstances from 
news reports.

Figures from We Will Stop 
Femicides show that in the 
first seven months of this 
year, 215 women were killed 
or found dead in suspicious 
circumstances.

Last year, 294 women were 
killed by men with another 297 
dying in suspicious circum-
stances, such as falling from a 
balcony -- which is frequently 
classed by the authorities as 
suicide or an unsolved death.

Why Uzbekistan’s 
Foreign Minister Is 
in India and Why 
the Visit Matters

TDT | Open/ANI

India’s engagement with 
Central Asia is back in focus 

as Uzbekistan’s Foreign Min-
ister Bakhtiyor Saidov begins 
a four-day visit to New Delhi 
aimed at expanding coopera-
tion across trade, investment, 
connectivity, energy and re-
gional security.

The visit comes at a time 
when India is seeking to 
strengthen strategic part-
nerships across Central Asia 
while boosting economic ties 
with a region that sits at the 
crossroads of Europe and Asia.

Saidov’s schedule includes 
a meeting with President 
Droupadi Murmu, participa-
tion in a business forum, and 
wide-ranging bilateral talks 
with External Affairs Minister 
S. Jaishankar at Hyderabad 
House. The discussions are 
expected to cover political ties, 
economic cooperation and 
ways to accelerate bilateral 
engagement.

The visit builds on a series of 
high-level exchanges between 
New Delhi and Tashkent. In-
dia and Uzbekistan estab-
lished diplomatic relations in 
1992 and elevated the relation-
ship to a Strategic Partnership 

in 2011. Prime Minister Naren-
dra Modi and Uzbek President 
Shavkat Mirziyoyev last met 
on the sidelines of the Shang-
hai Cooperation Organisation 
(SCO) Summit in Tianjin in 
September 2025.

Despite growing political 
ties, economic engagement 
remains below potential. Bi-
lateral trade currently stands 
at around USD 756.6 million, 
with India ranking among Uz-
bekistan’s top 10 trading part-
ners. India exports pharma-
ceuticals, engineering goods, 
vehicle components, optical 
equipment, mobile phones 
and frozen buffalo meat, 
while importing fruits, vege-
tables, fertilisers, juices and 
lubricants from Uzbekistan.
The relationship has gathered 
further momentum after both 
countries signed a bilateral 
market access protocol in May 
this year to support Uzbeki-
stan’s accession to the World 
Trade Organization (WTO), a 
move expected to create fresh 
opportunities for businesses in 
both countries.

With trade, connectivity and 
strategic cooperation high on 
the agenda, the visit is ex-
pected to add another layer to 
India’s growing outreach in 
Central Asia.

File photo: External Affairs Minister S Jaishankar with Uzbekistan Foreign 
Minister Bakhtiyor Saidov during a previous meeting in Washington, DC 
Credits: ANI

Detained Suu Kyi meets Red 
Cross official in Myanmar

AFP | Yangon, Myanmar

Myanmar's detained dem-
ocratic leader Aung San 

Suu Kyi met with the nation's 
Red Cross representative on 
Monday, the president's office 
said, the first publicised meet-
ing between her and a foreign 
official since she was ousted in 
a 2021 military coup.

"Mr. Arnaud de Baecque, the 
Resident Representative of the 
International Committee of 
the Red Cross (ICRC) to Myan-
mar, met with Daw Aung San 
Suu Kyi this morning," said a 
statement from the president's 
office.

The military deposed Suu 
Kyi in February 2021, jailing 
the Nobel Peace Prize laure-
ate and triggering an ongoing 
civil war.

The coup leader and former 
junta chief, Min Aung Hlaing, 

was installed as civilian presi-
dent in April following highly 
restricted elections.

Later that month, Suu Kyi, 
now 81, was moved to house 
arrest after Min Aung Hlaing 
said he had commuted the rest 
of her sentence.

She was detained following 
the coup on a host of charges 
which rights groups say were 
confected to sideline her.

In photos released by the 
president's office, Suu Kyi 
is seen shaking hands with 
a man who appears to be de  
Baecque.

Another image shows Suu 
Kyi cutting a birthday cake, 
and yet another shows the 
cake with text reading: "Happy 
Birthday Aunty Suu".

The images could not be im-
mediately verified by AFP but 
AI tools found no instances of 
fabrication.

Russian strike burns 8 million 
books in Ukraine: publisher
AFP | Kyiv, Ukraine

A Russian strike on a ware-
house in northeastern 

Ukraine over the weekend de-
stroyed eight million books, 
the publishing house said 
Monday, slamming it as an at-
tack on Ukrainian culture.

It is not the first time Russia 
has struck a major publishing 
centre, drawing accusations 
from Kyiv that Moscow was 
specifically targeting them.

“This is the largest loss to 
Ukraine’s book infrastructure 
since the beginning of the full-
scale war” in 2022, the pub-
lisher, Ranok, said.

An AFP reporter on Satur-
day saw firefighters battling to 
contain the blaze at the ware-
house in Kharkiv hours after 
Russia launched a drone and 
missile attack.

“More than 8 million books 
have been destroyed in the 
fire, among them textbooks 

for children,” Ranok said in a 
statement on social media.

“The blaze is still raging. 
The enemy is trying to burn 
out our education and culture,” 
it added.

The publisher’s director 
Viktor Kruglov called it an “at-
tack on Ukrainian education 
and culture.”

Israel objects to 
US-backed Gaza plan

AFP | Jerusalem, Undefined

Israel voiced objections 
yesterday over a plan pro-
moted by President Donald 

Trump to end the Gaza war, 
with a cabinet member seeking 
to tear it up, defying pressure 
to end strikes and begin pull-
ing forces from the Palestinian 
territory.

It was the latest sign of dis-
connect between Trump and Is-
raeli Prime Minister Benjamin 
Netanyahu, who faces a tough 
re-election fight in October and 
has heavily promoted his re-
lationship with the US leader, 
whom he met again in Wash-
ington last week.

Netanyahu’s office demanded 
“verifiable” disarmament by 
Hamas, which on Friday an-
nounced it would give up weap-
ons under the Trump plan to a 
nascent Palestinian governing 
committee.

“Israel has conveyed its com-

ments and concerns on the pro-
posed framework to our Amer-
ican counterparts. The version 
that has been made public does 
not reflect Israel’s positions,” 
Doron Spielman, spokesman 
for the prime minister’s office, 
told AFP.

Incensing Netanyahu’s hard-
right allies -- upon whom his 
coalition depends -- the lat-
est document released by the 
Board of Peace, the Trump-
backed group in charge of im-
plementing a Gaza plan, called 
for Israel to cease military oper-
ations “without delay” and lays 
out a “phased withdrawal” from 
the territory.

Saying that such language 
was “completely different” 
from what Israel understood, 
far-right Finance Minister Bez-
alel Smotrich and a colleague 
demanded that Netanyahu’s 
security cabinet “immediately” 
hold a new vote on the Gaza 
plan.

Israel still controls some 60 
percent of the territory despite 
a ceasefire declared in October. 
An Israeli political source told 
AFP that Israel “will not retreat” 
from its current position in the 
Gaza Strip.

Several Israeli media reports 
said that Netanyahu met Nick-
olay Mladenov, the high rep-
resentative for Gaza under the 
Board of Peace.

A Palestinian child rides his bicycle past the rubble of destroyed buildings in Gaza City

Oil prices fall nearly 5% 
AFP | Tokyo, Japan

Oi l  p r i c e s 
t u m b l e d 
yesterday 

i n  e a r l y  A s i a 
trade after US 
President Don-
ald Trump an-
nounced fresh 
talks with Iran 
t o  e n d  t h e 
Middle East 
war and reo-
pen the Strait 
of Hormuz.

T h e  w a r , 
which began in 

late February when the Unit-
ed States and Israel attacked 
Iran, has caused oil prices to 
swing sharply as it effectively 
closed the waterway, a vital 
route for global oil and gas  
supplies.

At around 2250 GMT on 
Sunday, the price of a bar-
rel of Brent North Sea, the 
benchmark international oil 
contract, for September deliv-
ery was down 4.69 percent at 
 $83.81.

Its American equivalent, 
West Texas Intermediate, fell 
4.67 percent to $80.72.

Trump said on Sunday that 

fresh negotiations with Iran 
will begin on Monday after 
holding off on major strikes 
against the Islamic republic to 
pursue a deal. 

“Now what we’re doing is 
we’re talking to them in the 
form of a negotiation. It begins 
tomorrow afternoon,” he said, 
without providing further de-
tails of the venue of the talks or 
the participants.

Hours after the US had 
called off major strikes Iran 
on Sunday said it was near-
ing a deal with Oman over a 
new route through the Strait of  
Hormuz.

Tanker off 
Oman reports 
explosion near 
vessel: monitor
AFP | Dubai, United Arab 
Emirates

The master of a tanker 
off the coast of Oman 

has reported hearing an 
explosion near the vessel, 
the United Kingdom Mar-
itime Trade Operations 
(UKMTO) Centre reported  
Sunday.

“The vessel and crew are 
all reported as safe,” said the 
UKMTO. The master is the 
highest-ranking person on 
an oil tanker.

The incident happened 
20 nautical  miles  (37 
kilometres) northeast of 
Khasab, in Oman, the mon-
itor added.

“Vessels  are advised 
to transit with caution 
and report  any suspi-
cious activity,” the UKMTO  
advised.

US regulators grant long-awaited Boeing 
737 MAX 7 certificate
New York, United States

More than eight years af-
ter Boeing organized the 

maiden flight of the 737 MAX 7, 
the aircraft has won certifica-
tion, US authorities announced 
yesterday. 

The Federal Aviation Ad-

ministration (FAA) announced 
certification of the smallest 
version of the single-aisle MAX 
plane, a process that had been 
significantly prolonged by new 
requirements under federal 
legislation following two fa-
tal MAX crashes in 2018 and  
2019.

Trump tells Iranians to 
make deal or surrender

AFP | Washington, United States

President Donald 
T r u m p  l a s h e d 
out yesterday af-

ter Iran denied it was 
in negotiations with 
the United States, 
declaring in an 
a n g r y  s o c i a l 
media post that 
a US military 
blockade will 
continue un-
ti l  there is 
a "Deal,  or 
Total surren-
der."

Calling Iran 
" d u p l i c i t o u s " 
for "openly and 
proudly" saying 
it was not nego-
tiating, Trump wrote: 
"Whether Iran wants to 
admit it or not, we are, 
in fact, talking of a solu-
tion to a problem that 
they have caused, for 
decades."

Trump's statement 
on Truth Social came 
after Iran said there 
were no direct talks with 
Washington, as Trump 
had insisted there would 

be when he called off 
a threatened round of 
heavy bombing against 

Iran over the week-
end,  cit ing what  he 
said were appeals from 
regional  powers and  
Tehran.

The Iranian foreign 
ministry said Monday that 
the only talks it was hold-
ing were with Oman to 
discuss plans for sharing 

control over the Strait of Hor-
muz, a vital passage for the global 
energy trade.

Trump insisted Iran had asked 
for talks -- "some would say 'beg'" 
-- but was now giving "their 
usual blather" about controlling 
Hormuz.

The strait, Trump insisted, "is 
already completely controlled 
by the United States Navy and 
our 'Blockade' or, as some say, 
'The United States Wall of Steel!' 

Nothing gets through to Iran, 
unless we want it to, and nothing 
will get through, unless a Deal, 
or Total Surrender, is accom-
plished."

Trump launched a war, togeth-
er with Israel, against Iran on 
February 28.

Original goals included de-
struction of the country's nuclear 
industry, missiles and backing for 
a popular uprising against the 
government.

Wildfire flares up again in Greece 
as water bombers deployed

AFP | Kryo Pigadi, Greece

Flames flared up again in 
Greece on Monday, as wild-

fires that have raged west of 
Athens for four days remained a 
threat despite easing winds and 
the deployment of firefighting 
aircraft.

Wildfires that have raged for 
four days west of Athens re-
mained a threat on Monday, with 
flames flaring up again despite 
easing winds and the deploy-
ment of firefighting aircraft.

Firefighters reported a slight 

improvement in conditions ear-
lier in the day, but authorities 
later warned of fresh flare-ups 
on one of the main fire fronts 
near Megara, about 30 kilo-
metres (19 miles) west of the  
capital.

"The wind has eased in the 
area, but in Kandyli there are still 
gusts and currents created by 
rising hot air, and we are seeing 
the fire flare up again," Megara 
mayor Panagiotis Margetis told 
AFP.

For now, there had been no 
damage to homes or businesses 

in the villages of Kandyli and 
Agia Skepi, around 50 kilometres 
west of Athens, he said.

But the fire was "constantly 
changing direction" and mov-
ing closer to Megara's indus-
trial zone, creating a "very 
dangerous" situation, Mar-
getis told state broadcaster  
ERT.

The fire brigade confirmed 
that the blaze had intensified on 
Monday afternoon.

"That is normal because there 
are still active hotspots," a fire 
service source told AFP.

Firefighters drive a fire truck as they attempt to extinguish a wildfire in the Veniza area, west of Athens, in the Viotia region Kremlin critic Nadezhdin flees 
Russia for France
AFP | Moscow, Russia

Russian anti-war politician 
Boris Nadezhdin -- who 

was recently detained out-
side Moscow and blocked 
from running for par-
liament -- said Monday 
he had left the country, 
in a video posted from 
Paris.

Na d e z h -
d i n  w a s 
one of the 

few politicians who openly 
criticised President Vladimir 
Putin and Moscow’s Ukraine 
offensive to have stayed in the 

country.
Almost all of Putin’s 

critics are in jail, in ex-
ile or dead.

Na d e z h d i n  h a d 
been seeking to stand 

in tightly controlled 
parliamentary 

elections in 
September.

Trump attorney 
general pick looks 
set to clear US 
Senate hurdle
Washington, United States

Pr e s i d e n t  D o n a l d 
Trump’s former person-

al lawyer Todd Blanche ap-
peared on track to become 
the next US attorney general 
after two Republican sena-
tors dropped their opposi-
tion to his nomination.

Blanche’s Senate confir-
mation has been held up 
by concerns from senators 
John Cornyn and Thom 
Tillis over a $1.8 billion fund 
for alleged victims of politi-
cally motivated prosecution 
and a tax audit immunity 
deal with the Republican 
president.

Blanche issued a written 
order over the weekend 
scrapping the so-called 
“anti-weaponization fund” 
and said the audit immuni-
ty agreement with Trump, 
his two eldest sons and the 
Trump Organization would 
only apply “retroactively” to 
past tax years and not future 
filings.

Cornyn and Tillis, both of 
whom are leaving the Sen-
ate in January, welcomed 
Blanche’s moves in a state-
ment on Monday and said 
they “look forward to voting 
to advance his nomination 
out of the Senate Judiciary 
Committee soon.”

A vote in the committee, 
where Republicans hold a 
narrow 12-10 majority, is 
scheduled today. 


