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celebs

Across
1- Polite refusal; 6- Donkey’s uncle; 9- Iraqi port; 14- Rice-___; 15- Nipper’s co.; 16- Fuel 
transport; 17- Pertaining to the thyroid or adrenal, e.g.; 19- Courageous; 20- Neighbor of 
Leb.; 21- Polo of “Meet the Parents”; 22- French beans?; 23- Poker declaration; 25- Backing 
for an exhibit; 26- French fashion designer; 29- Wife of a rajah; 31- Add fizz; 32- Worship 
as a god; 36- Chief; 37- Back in time; 38- Team; 40- Fill up; 43- Lessened; 45- PDA entry; 
46- Granular; 47- Swell!; 50- Durable wood; 51- Horn-shaped bone; 52- Anna of “Nana”; 
54- She’s a she; 57- Mary of “The Maltese Falcon”; 58- Ninth month of the year; 61- I ___ 
vacation!; 62- “Cats” monogram; 63- Former Russian rulers; 64- Ford flop; 65- Vane dir.; 
66- Until now; 

Down 
1- Badgers; 2- Air France destination; 3- Fly; 4- Roadhouse; 5- Disencumber; 6- Senator 
Specter; 7- “The Lion King” villain; 8- Dress often worn by Hindu women; 9- Bells on ____ 
ring, making spirits bright...; 10- Buenos ___; 11- Roofing stone; 12- Party; 13- Son of Zeus in 
Greek mythology; 18- Of some benefit; 23- Silly; 24- Was introduced to; 25- Brian of rock; 
26- Engine part; 27- Pile; 28- Seed cover; 29- Appropriate; 30- Flurry; 33- Singer Chris; 34- 
Tubular pasta; 35- Elysium of Genesis; 37- Horned viper; 39- Dreyer’s partner in ice cream; 
41- Chemical-free; 42- Wall St. debut; 43- Representative; 44- Lingerie item; 47- Snooped 
(around); 48- Some Art Deco works; 49- Cathode’s contrary; 50- Home on the range; 
51- Bamboo stem; 52- Fast fliers; 53- Actress Harper; 54- Auction site; 55- Used to be; 56- 
Formerly, formerly; 59- Greek H; 60- Ed.’s pile;

S U D O K U C R O S S W O R D

Yesterday’s solution
Yesterday’s solution

How to play
Place a number in the empty boxes in such 
a way that each row across, each column 
down and each 9-box square contains all 
of the numbers from one to nine. 

Ben Affleck ‘banned from attending No Time to Die premiere’
Showbiz | Los Angeles

Ben Affleck has report-
edly been asked not 

to attend the premiere of 
‘No Time to Die’.

The upcoming James 
Bond film stars Ben’s 
girlfriend Ana de Ar-
mas, but movie bosses 
fear that their pres-

ence on the red carpet could overshad-
ow Daniel Craig and the film’s release 
in November.

A source in Los Angeles told The 
Sun on Sunday newspaper: “This film 
premiere has been a long time coming 
and franchise bosses want the spotlight 
to be on the stars of the film.

“It would be a disaster if it was all 
about Ben’s mushy PDAs with Ana 
overshadowing the event. A circus 

sideshow is strictly off the menu and 
the head honchos want to keep it all 
on-brand.”

‘No Time to Die’ will be Craig’s fifth 
and final outing as the fictional MI6 
agent.

The eagerly-awaited movie - which 
had its release date pushed back due to 
the coronavirus pandemic - sees Ana 
play a CIA agent assisting Bond.

Meanwhile, a source claimed earlier 

this year that Ana enjoys spending time 
with Ben’s kids.

The 32-year-old actress has relished 
the opportunity to get to know Ben’s 
three children - Violet, 14, Seraphina, 
11, and Samuel, eight - as their romance 
has gathered pace.

A source said: “Ben and Ana are hap-
py together and have enjoyed spending 
time with his family.”

Ben, 47, and ex-wife Jennifer Garner 

are determined to make their co-par-
enting arrangement work for the ben-
efit of their children.

And the current dynamic is one that 
works well for everyone involved - in-
cluding Ana, who met Ben on the set 
of ‘Deep Water’ in 2019.

The insider explained: “He and Jen 
continue to work together on co-par-
enting. They make it work. Everyone 
is in a good place.”

Katherine Schwarzenegger is “ready to 
pop,” says husband Chris Pratt
Wonderwall | Los Angeles

Katherine Schwarzeneg-
ger Pratt and Chris Pratt 

are enjoying their final days 
of freedom before welcoming 
their first child together. 

In anticipation of the ba-
by’s upcoming due date, 
the “Guardians of the 
Galaxy” star shared a 
photo of himself and his 
wife hiking on Saturday, 
Aug. 1. 

“Ready to pop,” he 
wrote on an Instagram 
story photo of the cou-
ple, who were both wear-
ing workout gear. “Still 
don’t stop.”

The 41-year-old, who is al-
ready a dad to Jack, 7, who 
he shares with ex-wife Anna 
Faris, added, “Kinda grateful it 
didn’t go down on the trail tho 
to be real.”

The couple, who married in 
June 2019, have been dealing 

with the COVID-19 pandemic 
during their pregnancy, but the 
30-year-old daughter of Ar-

nold Schwarzenegger 
and Maria Shriver, has 
found a sil-
ver lining 

around the situation.
“It’s been amazing having 

him home and also very under-
standing about my need to san-
itize everything, having every-
one wear masks all the time,” 
the author said in June, adding 
that Pratt is a “very wonderful 
husband.”

Schwarzenegger also praised 
her spouse in a Father’s Day 
post in June, which was also 
Pratt’s birthday.

“Happy birthday and Fa-
ther’s Day to my wonderful, 
loving, exceptional hus-

band. What an amazing 
year you’ve had and I 
know this year will be 
filled with more fun, 

adventure and love,” she 
wrote on Instagram. “I 
thank God every day for 

you. blessed to live life with 
you, watch you grow, and one 
of the greatest gifts has been 
watching you be the most lov-
ing and fun father.”

Kim 
Kardashian focuses 

on family amid Kanye West 
marital hustle

ANI | Washington 

American reality TV star Kim Kar-
dashian’s marriage to Kanye West 

may be going from a tough phase, but the 
mother of four is choosing to focus on 

the well-being of the rest of her family 
to cope.

According to Page Six, the 
39-year-old star recently put out 
a post on Instagram wherein 
she shared photos from a 
birthday party she threw 
for her grandmother - 

Mary Jo.
Kim’s granny cele-
brated her 86th birth-

day the same week when 
West called out both Kim 

and her mother Kris 
Jenner during a bi-

polar episode.
K a r -

dashian shared alongside several photos 
of the festive family gathering, “Happy 
86th birthday to my grandma Mary Jo.”

The TV star added, “Last week we cele-
brated my sweet grandma and she hasn’t left 
her house since January. First, she was sick and 

then COVID lockdown. So we got her best 
friends tested and driven up from San 
Diego to celebrate MJ. We even had her 
favourite piano player and singer from 
San Diego come to perform. It was 
such a magical day and grandma you 
deserve the best!”

Page Six reported earlier, dur-
ing a public rally at California, 
West claimed that he wanted 
to divorce Kardashian, while 
also accusing her mother, 
Jenner, of engaging in 
“white supremacy.” 
He has since apol-
ogised to his  
wife. 

Alicia Keys, husband get romantic 
on their 10-year anniversary
IANS | Los Angeles

Singer Alicia Keys and hus-
band Swizz Beatz have been 

married for a decade but cannot 
stop gushing over each other.

On Friday, Keys and Beatz 
celebrated their 10-year wed-
ding anniversary and shared 
loving notes on Instagram, re-
ports people.com.

The singer posted a photo of 
the couple leaning in for a kiss, 
calling Beatz her “love” and a 
“dream come true”.

“You always make me smile. 
You make me laugh and think 
and grow and dream and reach 
and stretch and I am in awe of 

our love! 10 joiiiwwnnnt-
ttttttzzzzzzz!!!!!!,” she 
wrote.

“It’s so fast bc it’s so 
much fun!” Keys said of 
her marriage.

“And so true and real 
and genuine! I adore 
you!!!”

“Here’s to so much 
more of the greatness 
we create together!!! 
Deeply appreciating and 
loving every moment,” the 
singer concluded.

Beatz replied saying: 
“Feels like 10 weeks Wow 
wow wowai, Let’s Keep go-
ing Queen Love you.”

Beatz also shared a 
social media post, in-

cluding some of his 
favourite photos of 
the couple.

In the corner of 
each picture, Beatz 
added a sticker that 
reads “10 years” in 

honor of their mile-
stone.

“One full decade of love 
& life wow,” Beatz wrote.

“Never  raised our 
voice at each other in 10 
years, wow. Thank you 

for everything my love, 
you’re truly everything my  
Love.”

Katie Holmes divides fans with latest 
news during lockdown with daughter
Hello | Los Angeles

Katie Holmes had a big 
announcement over the 

weekend, as her latest film, The 
Secret Dare to Dream, dropped 
on Apple TV. 

The Dawson’s Creek star 
shared the exciting news on 
Instagram, alongside a pic-
ture of herself in character on  
set. 

The movie was released on 31 
July, and while those who have 
watched it have given it rave 
reviews, a number of interna-
tional fans are disappointed 
that they aren’t able to watch it, 
as it’s currently only available to 
view in the US. 

After Katie shared a teaser 
trailer of her film on Instagram, 
one follower commented: 
“It’s only available 
in the US,” 
a l o n g -

side a sad face, while another 
wrote: “Hope we can see it in 
Sweden soon.” A third added: 
“When does this come to the 
UK?”

However, those who have 
been able to watch it in the 
United States have been more 
than positive about Katie’s 
film. “Such a great movie,” one 
wrote, while another comment-
ed: “I saw this last night. It was 
excellent! I love it, truly a feel 
good movie. Much needed, 
thank you.”

Katie stars alongside Josh 
Lucas in The Secret Dare to 
Dream, and had been dropping 
previews of the film ahead of its 
release date.

In one post, she opened up 
about working on the project: 

“ W e 

had a wonderful time making 
#TheSecretMovie Thank you 
@thesecret365 for making it 
such a special experience. @
mrjerryoc @joshlucas @the-
realandytennant. If you know 
what you want, you can mani-
fest your dreams. Believe again 
with #TheSecret-
Movie available 
on Apple TV 
and every-
where you 
rent mov-
i e s  Ju l y 
31st.”
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German Zverev yet 
to decide on playing 
US Open

Reuters  | Berlin

World number seven 
Alexander Zverev has 

said he is still unsure about 
travelling to New York amid 
the COVID-19 pandemic to 
play in the US Open.

Zverev, who reached his 
maiden Grand Slam semi-fi-
nal at the Australian Open 
this year, told the Tennis 
Majors website he was un-
decided.

“I will see because the sit-
uation right now in the US 
is not that great so I don’t 
know what we will decide 
with my team,” the 23-year-
old added.

“I want to play tourna-
ments, but I think the US 
right now is a little bit of a 
funny place.”

Zverev faced criticism 
after a video appeared to 
show him dancing in a 
crowded club at the end 
of June, soon after he said 
he would self-isolate after 
playing in Novak Djokovic’s 
Adria Tour event, where nu-
merous players tested posi-
tive for COVID-19.

‘Didn’t think I’d make it’: Hamilton’s 
‘heart-stopping’ British GP puncture
AFP | London 

Lewis Hamilton said he 
feared he may not have 

made it home when a last lap 
puncture almost derailed his 
charge to a record seventh Brit-
ish Grand Prix victory on Sun-
day.

“I didn’t think I would make 
it round the last two corners,” 
admitted the world champion.

The front left tyre of his 
Mercedes had delaminated and 
deflated on his final lap, leaving 
the six-time world champion 
to nurse his car to the finish as 
second-placed Max Verstappen 
hunted him down.

“I just can’t believe it,” said 
the championship leader.

“It was heart-stopping. I 
backed off and stayed chilled 
and was so glad it happened 
on the straight – not on a high-
speed corner like Copse. That 
would have been a disaster.”

Hamilton claimed a record 
seventh home win – passing 
Alain Prost’s total of six home 
wins in France - to increase his 
career total to 87, four short of 
Michael Schumacher’s record 
of 91.

He also passed Ayrton Sen-
na’s record of most races led 
from start to finish with his 
20th lights-to-flag victory, but 
he conceded it was a race finish 
like nothing he had previously 
experienced.

“Up unti l  that  last  lap 
everything was relatively 
smooth-sailing,” said Hamilton.

“(Teammate) Valtteri (Bottas) 

was really pushing incredibly 
hard, I was doing some manage-
ment of the tyres. Then, when I 
heard his went, I looked at mine 
and it seemed fine.

“In the last few laps, I started 
to back off and then on the last 
lap it deflated. That was a real 
heart in the mouth moment.

“You could see it falling off 
the rim. From then, I was just 
managing it and I was just pray-
ing to get round and not be too  
slow.”

‘Survival instincts took over’ 
“I have definitely never ex-

perienced anything like that on 

the last lap and my heart nearly 
stopped.

“I could hear him (Verstap-

pen) catching me. It was 30 sec-
onds, 20, 19, 15, 10 and then sev-
en. A horrible feeling. I thought 
he would catch me on the line, 
but thankfully I got it home.

“I had to stay cool. I had no 
choice. My survival instincts 
took over.”

Reminded that the weather 
forecast for next weekend’s 70th 
Anniversary Grand Prix, at the 
same circuit, is for higher tem-
peratures and, on softer tyres, 
more wear problems, Hamilton 
said he was not intending to 
worry.

“If it’s hotter and worse, it’s 
not for me to stress about now.”

Mercedes deserved to win and 
no regrets, says Verstappen

AFP | London 

Max Verstappen said 
Mercedes deserved to 

win Sunday’s British Grand 
Prix and he had no regrets 
about a late pitstop that 
brought him a point for fast-
est lap but may have cost him 
victory.

The Red Bull driver was in 
third place with Mercedes 
drivers Lewis Hamilton and 
Valtteri Bottas seemingly 
heading for a comfortable one-
two when he decided to go for 
the fastest lap bonus point on 
fresh tyres.

Bottas then suffered a punc-
ture on the penultimate lap 
that dropped him to 11th while 
championship leader Hamil-
ton hung on to win after his 
front left tyre went on the last 
lap.

Verstappen was too far be-
hind to make up the distance, 
closing from 31 seconds to five 
at the finish.

“I know everyone is asking 
whether we should not have 

pitted for the soft tyre because 
we could have won but could 
have, would have, should have. 
You can always ask these ques-
tions with hindsight,” said the 
Dutch 22-year-old, who fin-
ished second.

“I don’t regret anything and 
I believe we made the right 
decision to pit for fastest lap at 
the end. We did the right thing 
and who knows if I would also 
have got a puncture.

“At the end of the day 
Mercedes deserved to win 
as they were faster than us, 
some people are saying Lewis 
was lucky but he was actually 
unlucky to get the puncture 
in the first place and so was  
Bottas.”

Until the punctures, Ver-
stappen’s afternoon had been 
low on excitement.

So lonely was his race be-
hind the two Mercedes that 
he reversed roles for fun and 
reminded his race engineer to 
remember to stay hydrated.

“Other than that I was just 
counting sheep,” he said.

Murray wants assurance on 
quarantine issues before US Open
Andy Murray said he is willing to take the travel “risk” as he missed playing in big events
AFP  | London

Players need assurance 
that they would not face 
mandatory quarantine 

upon returning to Europe from 
the US Open before travelling 
to New York amid the COV-
ID-19 pandemic, former world 
number one Andy Murray has  
said.

Organisers United States Ten-
nis Association (USTA) will set 
up a strict bio-security ‘bubble’ 
to minimise the risk of contract-
ing the novel coronavirus during 
the Grand Slam, which will be 
played from Aug. 31-Sept. 13.

The Western & Southern 
Open, which was relocated from 
Cincinnati this year because of 
COVID-19, will also be held in 
New York from Aug. 20-28 and 
will serve as a tune-up for the 
hardcourt Grand Slam.

Mandatory quarantine would 
rule out players’ participation 
in other ATP and WTA claycourt 
events scheduled in Europe be-
fore the French Open from the 
end of September.

The two major claycourt 
events in the leadup to Roland 

Garros are in Madrid (Sept. 13-
20) and Rome (Sept. 20-27).

While Spain does not re-
quire mandatory quarantine, 
Italy would need travellers to 
quarantine for 14 days if coming 
from the US The USTA has said 
the organisers are working with 
relevant authorities to resolve 
issues.

“My understanding is that it 
would be sorted before we go to 

America. But things can change 
in the next 10 to 12 days,” Mur-
ray told British media.

“Hopefully before we leave, 
the players will have the as-
surances that, when they come 
back from America, they won’t 
have to quarantine for two  
weeks.

“If that is the case, and if you 
do well in the US Open, you can’t 
just arrive on the Sunday be-
fore the French Open starts on 
the Monday. That’s not going 
to work.”

Unites States has over 4.68 
million confirmed cases of COV-
ID-19 with more than 155,000 
deaths.

Murray, a three-times Grand 
Slam winner, has not played 
competitively since November 
due to hip problems but took 
part in some exhibition events 
recently with the professional 
circuit shut.

The 33-year-old said he is will-
ing to take the travel “risk” as he 
missed playing in big events.

“The situation I’ve been in the 
last few years, I’ve not had op-
portunity to play in many Slams. 
I don’t know how many I’ll have 
left,” Murray said.

“So, while I’m feeling rela-
tively decent ... obviously there 
is a risk there, but I want to try 
and play in them and enjoy the 
biggest events again.”
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It was heart-stopping. 
I backed off and stayed 
chilled and was so glad 

it happened on the 
straight – not on a high-
speed corner like Copse. 
That would have been a 

disaster
LEWIS HAMILTON

Lewis Hamilton inspects his punctured tyre

Andy Murray hits a return during a match (file photo)

Max Verstappen of Red Bull Racing climbs out of his car in parc ferme

Alexander Zverev

Murray, a three-times Grand Slam winner, has not 
played competitively since November due to hip prob-
lems but took part in some exhibition events recently 

with the professional circuit shutKNOW WHAT


