
It took almost five weeks, for the 
news to travel across the Atlantic. 

But when the British learnt 
in August that, on 4 July 1776, the 
Americans had declared independ-
ence from the British monarchy, 
there was hardly anything they could 
do -- to quell a rebellion that had now 
escalated into a powerful movement.

Vexed with taxes, 13 British colo-
nies in North America had formal-
ly transformed their colonies into 
states and declared themselves as 
independent from Britain.

And it was too late for the British, 
who couldn’t afford a war then, to 
realize how serious the American 
Revolution had become for their vast 
empire, which spanned the world.

As the USA celebrates 250 years of 
its declaration of independence, it 
might be pertinent for us to look at 
the history behind the day.

Indigenous populations had been 
living in the Americas long before 
European explorers made their 
way across the Atlantic. The Native 
Americans were called Red Indians 
simply because the great explorer 
Christopher Columbus – who found 
the sea route from Europe to North 
America, in 1492 - thought he had 
somehow reached his destination, 
India. 

The place Columbus first landed is, 
in fact, in the current-day Bahamas, 
in the Caribbean; the region is now 
called the ‘West Indies’ because he 
had missed the ‘real East India’ by 
thousands of kilometres.

Anyway, long story short, within 

the next 200 years, migrants and 
migrants’ descendants from Europe 
were already populating the con-
tinents of both, North and South 
Americas. And by 1700s, there were 
13 British colonies on the eastern 
coast of North America. The French, 
the Spaniards, and the Dutch were 
then controlling other parts of the 
continent.

In 1701,  a  man cal led   Wil-
liam Penn wrote a ‘Charter of Privi-
leges’ for the residents of his colony, 
Pennsylvania, which was formed 
when King Charles II of England 
granted a royal land charter.  

So forward-thinking was Penn that 
he had envisioned a colony that per-
mitted religious freedom, the con-
sent and participation of the gov-
erned, and had clear laws pertaining 
to property rights, including those of 
Native Americans.

While the charter recognized the 
authority of the British King and 
Parliament over the colony, it also 
provided for the creation of a local 
governing body that would propose 
and execute the laws.

In fact, in 1751, it was in commem-
oration of the 50th anniversary of 
this charter that the Pennsylvania 
Assembly ordered a special ‘bell’ to 
be made. And this bell had, a cen-
tury later, become a potent symbol 
for liberty during the movement for 
the abolition of slavery, and became 
known as the ‘Liberty Bell’.

The significance of ‘Boston Tea 
Party’ towards US independence also 
cannot be understated.

In the 1760s, Britain was deep in 
debt. And British Parliament im-
posed a series of taxes on American 
colonists.

According to history.com, “The 
Stamp Act of 1765 taxed colonists 
on virtually every piece of printed 
paper they used, from playing cards 
and business licenses to newspapers 
and legal documents. And the Town-
shend Acts of 1767 went a step fur-
ther, taxing essentials such as paint, 
paper, glass, lead and tea”.

The Tea Act of 1773 then, took the 
cake! Frustrated and angry at Brit-
ain for imposing “taxation without 
representation,” protestors got onto 
ships docked in Boston, and dumped 
342 chests of British tea into the har-
bour. The tea that British East India 
Company prided in trading around 
the world went down the sea.

Angered at the Boston Tea Party, 
British Parliament imposed more 
coercive laws.

And the colonies got together, de-
clared freedom, and called them-
selves the United States.

Interestingly, only 12 of the 13 
states signed the declaration on 4 
July. New York signed it only on 19 
July.

Since then, with ‘abolition of 
slavery’, ‘voting rights for women’, 
‘ending of colour-segregation’, and 
‘voting rights to African Americans’, 
USA has come a long way.

And the nation continues to strive 
to guarantee its people – as promised 
in the Declaration of Independence 
–certain unalienable rights, among 
which are “Life, Liberty and the pur-
suit of Happiness.”

(The views and opinions ex-
pressed in this article are those of 
the author and do not necessarily 
reflect the official policy or posi-
tion of the Daily Tribune)

Trump heads for 
Mount Rushmore 
as US turns 250
Anniversary festivities heavily feature Trump’s 

political brand

• Campaign-style 
rally planned.

• Nation remains 
politically divided

• Anniversary 
sparks mixed 
reactions

AFP | Washington

Pr e s i d e n t  D o n a l d 
Trump kicked off 
A m e r i c a ’s  2 5 0 t h 

birthday weekend yesterday 
with a trip to a landmark 
upon which many suspect 
he would like to see his own 
face carved in rock -- Mount 
Rushmore.

On the eve of Independ-
ence Day, Trump was set to 
give a speech beneath the 
giant granite heads of four 
of his legendary predeces-
sors at the national monu-
ment in South Dakota.

It’s a fitting image for a 
president who views him-
self as being one of the 
greats himself, and who has 
at every stage tried to turn 
the United States’ big an-
niversary into a celebration 
of himself.

Republican Trump’s sup-
porters have even intro-
duced legislation to have 
his likeness chiseled beside 
those of George Washing-
ton, Thomas Jefferson, 
Abraham Lincoln and The-
odore Roosevelt.

On July 4 itself, Trump 
will  hold a huge cam-
paign-style political rally 
on the National Mall in the 
capital Washington, along 
with flyovers by military 

jets and what he has billed 
as the world’s biggest fire-
works display.

For Trump -- the billion-
aire former reality TV star 
who became the consum-
mate political showman -- 
taking center stage is in his 
blood.

“Trump likes the spot-
light, and I think he’s trying 
to take the spotlight,” Peter 
Loge, director of George 
Washington University’s 
School of Media, said.

 ‘Really long speech’ 
B u t  A m e r i c a  u n d e r 

Trump is deeply divided at 
what should be a time of 
national unity.

Trump’s approval rat-
ings are near historic lows, 
fuelled largely by the war in 
Iran and the cost of living. 
His Democratic opponents 
have castigated him over his 
immigration policies, fam-
ily wealth and attempts to 
extend presidential power.

His attempts to stamp his 
political brand on Ameri-
ca’s 250th anniversary have, 
meanwhile, not always gone 
to plan.

A Trump-linked organi-
zation called Freedom 250 
has taken control of many 
of the festivities from the bi-
partisan America250 group, 
leading many people to stay 
away from key events.

A “Great American State 

Fair” in the capital de-
signed as a celebration of 
the country’s birthday has 
drawn sparse crowds and 
widespread mockery for its 
empty booths.

In June, Trump held a 
widely criticized Ultimate 
Fighting Championship 
cage fight on the White 
House lawn during which 
one fighter shouted the false 
claim that former first lady 
Michelle Obama “is a man.”

A dangerous heat wave 
is even expected to sweep 
across Washington and 
much of the US throughout 
the anniversary weekend, 
when several football World 
Cup knockout matches are 
also being played.

“On July 4 it’s going to 
be approximately 107 de-
grees (41C) out, and I’m go-
ing to go and I’m going to 
make a really long speech 
-- just to show that I can do 
anything,” Trump said on 
Wednesday.

 ‘Great holiday’ 
The mood largely reflects 

the country’s own.
“The Fourth of July real-

ly is a moment of freedom, 
but I have to be honest, 
in these political times, it 
hasn’t been as exciting to 
me over the last few years,” 
Amy Kimaara, a 49-year-old 
special education teacher 
wearing a Team USA jersey 
and a star-spangled banner 
knot to tie her ponytail, told 
AFP in Los Angeles.

As it marks two-and-a-
half centuries of triumphs 
and tragedies, slavery and 
freedom, civil war and 
world wars, surveys show 
the nation is pessimistic 
about the chances of realiz-
ing the “American Dream.”

El Nino set to be 
‘strong’, UN warns
Phenomenon expected to strengthen between July and September

• WMO warns 
of extremes

• Heatwave risks 
expected worldwide

• Pacific temperatures 
rising sharply

• Impacts felt into 2027

AFP | Geneva

El Nino is here and will 
quickly develop into a 
strong event between July 

and September, fuelling the like-
lihood of extreme weather, the 
United Nations’ climate agency 
warned yesterday.

The World Meteorological 
Organization (WMO) said the 
climate phenomenon would rap-
idly gain strength, as it warned 
countries to brace for impact.

El Nino warms surface tem-
peratures in the central and 
eastern equatorial Pacific Ocean, 
bringing worldwide changes in 
winds, pressure and rainfall pat-
terns.

It typically takes place every 
two to seven years and lasts 
around nine to 12 months.

Conditions oscillate between 
El Nino and its opposite La Nina, 
with neutral conditions in be-
tween.

The WMO’s monthly Global 
Seasonal Climate Update points 
towards “a rapid development 
into a strong El Nino event dur-
ing July-September”.

The UN agency classifies El 
Nino events as weak, moderate, 
strong or very strong, meaning it 
is set to reach the third-highest 
level out of four.

“El Nino conditions have de-
veloped in the tropical Pacific 
and are forecast to strengthen 
rapidly over the coming months, 
increasing the likelihood of... ex-

treme weather events in many 
parts of the world,” the WMO 
said.

 Heatwave risks 
WMO climate scientist Alvaro 

Silva told a press conference that 
since last month, “we have much 
more confidence that strong El 
Nino conditions are developing 
in the equatorial Pacific”.

He said the WMO may issue an 
update in the coming months, 
“for example, if we have forecasts 
suggesting this will be a really 
strong El Nino”.

The Geneva-based agency said 
forecasts produced by global 
climate centres, using different 
models, indicate a consistent and 
significant warming of ocean 
temperatures across the central 
and eastern equatorial Pacific.

“Seasonal-average sea-surface 
temperature anomalies expected 
to exceed 2C in key monitoring 

regions,” it said.
“El Nino is expected to con-

tinue strengthening during the 
Northern Hemisphere autumn, 
with its influence extending 
across many regions of the 
globe.”

The last El Nino contributed to 
making 2023 the second-hottest 
year on record and 2024 the all-
time high at around 1.55C above 
the 1850-1900 pre-industrial 
average. While El Nino usually 
peaks between November and 
February, the resulting spike in 
temperatures typically comes  
later.

“The impacts of El Nino will be 
felt in different regions until the 
end of the year and beyond, also 
during 2027,” underlined Silva.

The WMO said it was stepping 
up early warning support to help 
guide preparedness, especially 
in climate-sensitive sectors like 
agriculture and health.

Was EU lawmaker probing Pegasus spyware hacked with it?
AFP | Brussels

EU lawmakers voiced outrage 
yesterday over a report that 

a former Greek MEP’s phone 
was hacked using Pegasus spy-
ware -- while he was serving on 
a parliamentary inquiry into the 
surveillance tool.

The University of Toronto’s 
Citizen Lab found that Stelios 
Kouloglou’s phone was infect-
ed with Pegasus in 2022 and 
2023, as the left-wing lawmaker 
sat as a substitute on the Eu-
ropean Parliament committee 
investigating the spyware’s use 
in Europe.

The researchers said they 
had “high confidence” in their 
findings but could not say who 
was behind the alleged espio-
nage, while noting that Pegasus, 
developed by Israeli firm NSO 

Group, had been sold to several 
governments.

The report issued yesterday 
sparked a wave of indignant re-

actions at the European Parlia-
ment in Brussels.

Belgian Green lawmaker 
Saskia Bricmont said she was 
“shocked”, urging the Eu-
ropean Commission to “take 
binding measures to ban the 
i l legal  use of  spyware in  
Europe.”

The Left group called for 
“strong measures” against spy-
ware, arguing that little has been 
done in Europe to date, while 
the centrist Renew group said 
it was “very concerned”.

An investigative journalist 
and EU lawmaker until 2024, 
Kouloglou contacted Citizen 
Lab himself in May to have his 
phone examined.

Questioned about the claim, 
the European Parliament said 
its services “constantly monitor 
cybersecurity threats as well as 
potential cyberattacks against 
its working environment”.

WALKING WITH A FRIEND IN THE 
DARK IS BETTER THAN WALKING 
ALONE IN THE LIGHT
HELEN KELLER

QUOTE 
OF THE 
DAY

SATURDAY, JULY 4, 2026

61%
of Americans believe 
the United States is 

currently failing to live 
up to the foundational 

ideals stated within 
the Declaration of 

Independence

British General 
Charles Cornwallis 
surrendered to US 

General George 
Washington during 

the ‘Siege of 
Yorktown’ in 1781. 
Britain then sent 

Cornwallis to India, 
appointing him 

as the Governor-
General and 

commander-in-
chief. He died in 

1805, and lies buried 
in Ghazipur, Uttar 

Pradesh, India
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Donald Trump is de-
clining across every 

front, but the power he 
still wields is real, and 
dangerous. We must re-
main vigilant.

@GavinNewsom

Getting ready for an 
incredible Fourth of 

July at @USUN . Happy 
250th! #freedom250

@USAmbUN

The devastating earth-
quakes in Venezuela 

have upended the lives of 
hundreds of thousands of 
children. UNICEF is re-
sponding with safe water, 
hygiene supplies, medi-
cine, nutrition and pro-
tection services, including 
child-friendly spaces for 
children to play and help 
them recover.

@unicefchief

Faced with the current 
global challenges, the 

EU must accelerate its 
reforms, complete the 
single market, simplify 
its rules, mobilize invest-
ments, and strengthen its 
partnerships. A stronger, 
more autonomous, and 
more competitive EU is 
our best response.

@eucopresident

 Disclaimer: (Views expressed 
by columnists are personal and 
need not necessarily reflect our 

editorial stances)
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Land of Liberty: Looking 
Back into 250 years

JOEL INDRUPATI

At least 40 
dead after 
bus falls 
into ravine 
in western 
Pakistan

AFP | Quetta

An  o v e r l o a d e d  b u s 
veered off a road and 

fell more than 20 meters 
into a ravine in western 
Pakistan, killing at least 40 
people, officials said.

The chief minister of Ba-
lochistan province where 
the accident took place had 
ordered an inquiry, accord-
ing to his spokesman, and 
Pakistan’s Prime Minister 
Shehbaz Sharif in a state-
ment expressed grief over 
the passenger casualties.

“A passenger bus travel-
ling from Quetta to Pesha-
war plunged into a deep 
ravine in the mountainous 
Dana Sar area... 40 people 
have been confirmed dead 
and 11 others injured,” said 
Sanaullah Sherani, the head 
of the emergency center in 
Zhob district near where 
the incident took place.

Sherani said the injured 
passengers had been taken 
to hospital, three of them in 
critical condition.

“The bus fell approx-
imately 70 to 80 feet into 
the ravine,” Sherani added.

“As the accident occurred 
in a rugged mountainous 
area, rescue teams faced 
significant difficulties dur-
ing the initial phase of the 
operation,” he said.

Death toll from 
bomb blast at 
Damascus cafe 
rises to 10
AFP | Damascus

Syria’s health ministry 
said yesterday the death 

toll from a bomb attack at a 
Damascus cafe the previous 
day had risen to 10, with 21 
people wounded.

The bombing – the dead-
liest since a suicide attack 
on a church last year – was 
not immediately claimed.

It took place near the 
capital’s Palace of Justice, 
a key government building, 
sparking scenes of panic in 
the busy area.

Authorities said it was 
caused by an explosive de-
vice planted at the scene. 
T h e  h o m e m a d e  b o m b 
weighed about one kilo-
gram and was packed with 
metal fragments. The health 
ministry had previously said 
nine people were killed and 
20 wounded.
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IN 

HISTORY

1776 1785 1803 1934
US Congress proclaims the 
Declaration of Independence 
and independence from 
Great Britain

Geologist James Hutton publicly 
reads an abstract of his theory of 
uniformitarianism for the first time at a 
meeting of the Royal Society of Edinburgh

The Louisiana Purchase is 
announced to the American 
people by President 
Thomas Jefferson

Hungarian physicist 
Leó Szilárd patents the 
chain-reaction design 
for the atomic bomb

An American flag flies at the visitor’s center at Mount Rushmore National Monument

India, Japan sign AI, defence 
and energy deals after Modi-

Takaichi summit

TDT | Agencies

India and Japan signed a se-
ries of deals on Thursday 

to deepen cooperation in ar-
tificial intelligence, critical 
minerals, energy and defence 
following talks between Prime 
Minister Narendra Modi and 
his Japanese counterpart San-
ae Takaichi at the 16th India–
Japan Annual Summit in New 
Delhi. The measures aim to 
bolster economic security and 
cement one of Asia’s key stra-
tegic relationships as geopo-
litical competition intensifies 
across the Indo-Pacific.

A r t i f i c i a l  i n t e l l i g e n c e 
emerged as a central pillar of 
the new partnership, with both 
leaders pledging to combine 
Japan’s strengths in advanced 
manufacturing and precision 
engineering with India’s large 
software industry and expand-
ing digital economy. Officials 
said the goal is to accelerate AI 
innovation and industrial ap-
plications, positioning the two 
countries as trusted players in 
critical technologies.

The summit also produced 
agreement on a joint roadm-
ap for economic security, re-
flecting shared concern over 
supply chain resilience in 
sectors such as semiconduc-
tors, critical minerals and ad-
vanced manufacturing. Since 
the COVID-19 pandemic and 
amid rising geopolitical ten-
sions, both governments have 
sought to cut vulnerabilities 
linked to concentrated supply 

chains and to secure essential 
resources for strategic indus-
tries.

On defence, New Delhi and 
Tokyo announced their first 
joint defence co-development 
project, a symbolic but signifi-
cant step in expanding military 
cooperation that has grown 
steadily over the past decade 
through exercises and mari-
time coordination. As fellow 
members of the Quad group-
ing with the United States and 
Australia, both countries say 
closer defence and technol-
ogy collaboration is vital to 
maintaining stability in the 
Indo-Pacific.

Energy ties were reinforced 
through the launch of an In-
dia–Japan Bio-Gas Initiative 
that envisages 1,000 bio-gas 
and organic fertilizer plants 
across India. The project is in-
tended to help diversify India’s 
energy mix, boost rural energy 
access and reduce dependence 
on imported fossil fuels, while 
supporting environmental sus-
tainability and the green tran-
sition.

Japan remains one of In-
dia’s largest investors and de-
velopment partners, backing 
projects such as the Mumbai–
Ahmedabad high-speed rail 
corridor and expanding its 
footprint in banking, manufac-
turing and technology. Bilat-
eral trade reached about 27.5 
billion dollars in the 2025/26 
fiscal year, with Japanese in-
vestment rising despite global 
economic uncertainty.

Rescuers search near the 
wreckage of the bus

India’s Prime Minister Narendra Modi (R) looks on as Japan’s Prime Minister 
Sanae Takaichi reacts before their meeting at the Hyderabad House 

THE EFFECTS OF EL NINO

‘NEUTRAL’ 
CONDITIONS
‘NEUTRAL’ 
CONDITIONS

El NINO YEAREl NINO YEAREl NINO YEAR

Sources: UK Met O�ice, American Meteorological Society Note: Graphic is a schematic

This weather phenomenon moves massive amounts of heat and moisture into the atmosphere, and although 
there can be a lot of local variation, it can typically cause DRIER CONDITIONS around India, Southeast Asia, 

Central America and northern Brazil and WETTER CONDITIONS in the US, southern Brazil and Peru

P A C I F I C  O C E A N

ASIA / OCEANIA AMERICAS

Trade winds usually blow east to west, but sometimes, in 
a natural cycle that occurs every two to seven years, ...

WARMER
WATER

COOLER
WATER

COOLER
WATERASIA /

OCEANIA
AMERICAS

... the winds start to weaken, and 
eventually stop or reverse direction ...

... pushing the warmer water away from 
Asia and closer to the Americas

... warmer water leads to more 
evaporation, causing wetter 

conditions in the Americas

Cooler water leads to less 
evaporation and generally drier 
conditions in East Asia, while ...

This can block the 
upwelling of cold, 

nutrient-rich deep water. In 
turn this can cause fish
to migrate away or die

Weak or reversed trade winds lead to a pile-up of warmer water in the east

USA in 250 years
Established the world’s longest-lasting 
constitutional democracy

Built the world’s largest and most innovative 
economy

Led scientific and technological innovation

Defended and shaped the post-1945 
international order

Expanded civil rights and individual freedoms


